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When we imagine heroes today, we think of swords and punches.
Aren’'t heroes supposed to fight?

This book is about a different kind of hero. In fact, you're going to
meet two heroes in our story. Neither one ever shot laser beams

from his fingertips or swung a sword at dragons.

First, | want to introduce you to a man named Simon who played a
small role in God's greatest miracle ever. Later in our story, you'll
meet JESUS, THE GREATEST HERO OF ALL TIME.




Simon had traveled all the way from
North Africa to Jerusalem. He and
his family worshiped God there
during the season of Passover, a
holiday that celebrates God's great
rescue of his people from slavery in
Egypt. Simon must have wondered
when God would do something that
amazing again.
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Simon did as he was told. As he
lifted the cross, Simon must have
thought, There is something about
this man. He is no common criminal.

Simon walked with Jesus all the way
up the hill, and then he slid back
into the crowd, shaken by what had
happened.







When Jesus died, it seemed like a defeat. But God is good at
turning defeats into victories.

Jesus wasn’t a hero who fought with fists or swords. Instead
of fighting, JESUS HEALED. He died on the cross to show




us how far God's love reaches. He took the punishment that
we deserve and made it possible for us to turn toward God.
By dying in our place, JESUS DEFEATED THE POWER OF
SIN AND DEATH for everyone who chooses to follow him.




After Jesus died and was placed in
a tomb, some of the women who

followed him didn't know what to
do. Then one of them had an idea:

the least they could do was honor
his body.

"Let’s go to the tomb and pour oil
and spices on Jesus' body,"” said
Mary Magdalene.

"How will we get to him with that
huge stone in front of the tomb?”

another woman named Mary won-
dered.

"We'll cross that bridge when we
come to it," said Mary Magdalene.
"Let's go!”







When they arrived at the tomb,
the ground beneath their feet
started to shake. It was an
earthquake!
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Then something even more
terrifying took place. An angel
came down from heaven.

He was as bright as lightning.
The women'’s jaws dropped.



THE ANGEL ROLLED AWAY
THE GIANT STONE. The guards
at the tomb were so afraid they
started trembling and fell to the
ground.
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The angel said to the women,

"Do not be afraid, for | know that
you are looking for Jesus, who was
crucified. HE IS NOT HERE;

HE HAS RISEN, just as he said.
Come see the place where he lay.”

The women saw the empty tomb
and were amazed. They were burst-
ing with happiness and excitement.
They had to share the news with
others! They ran back to tell Jesus’
other disciples.
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On their way, the women met Jesus.
"Don't be afraid!"” he told them.

The words of the angel were true!
Jesus had risen from the dead.
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If the death of Jesus was the
world’s saddest day, his resurrection
was the day filled with the most
joy. And this joy is not just for you
and me. It is for the whole world.

God loves the whole world and
wants everyone to know what Jesus,
our Hero, has done. GOD WANTS
ALL PEOPLE TO BELONG TO HIS
COLORFUL KINGDOM.
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Jesus spent forty days with his
friends, and hundreds of people
saw he was alive again. But Jesus b
had to return to be with God in
heaven. Before he left, Jesus gave
his followers an important job. He
said, "Go and make disciples of all
the different peoples of the world.
Teach them all that | taught you."

That includes everything Jesus said
about love, obedience, justice, and
compassion.

"Baptize them in the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,”
Jesus said. "No matter what hap-
pens, know that | AM WITH YOU.
Even to the very end of the age.” |







We are Christians today because
somebody listened to Jesus and
brought the good news of his love
to us and our family. There are
Christians of every color, on every
continent.






Remember Simon? He and his sons
joined God's new family after JESUS
-THE GREATEST HERO-rose from the
dead. God always wanted a beautiful-
ly diverse family gathered around the
cross. Simon was just one part of God's
colorful Kingdom.
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God's plan is unfolding.
HIS COLORFUL KINGDOM IS GROWING.
His work continues through us.
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