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Dedication
When I was growing up, I deeply loved Easter, as my parents and 

church used it as a holiday to teach us about the death, burial, and res-
urrection of Jesus Christ. I am eternally thankful to my parents, to my 
pastor, and to the Sunday School teachers who passionately ensured that 
we understood the real message of Easter. For this reason, I dedicate this 
book to those who influenced my life when I was young and helped me 
grow in my understanding of these events that contributed to my salvation.
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Introduction
The Story Behind the Story

When I think of Easter, my mind goes to my childhood, when we 
woke up every Easter morning to a full basket of special gifts that my 
parents left next to our bedsides. Then we’d all get into the car and go to 
church. My sisters were dressed specially for the event, and my parents 
dressed me — little Ricky — up in black slacks, a white shirt, and a black 
bow tie. I still have one photo of my sisters and me standing together for 
a photo all dressed up for Easter day, and that photo is very precious to 
me. My parents made us understand that Easter, and commemorating 
the Cross and the Resurrection, was one of the most important events 
in our lives!

I also vividly remember lying on the floor in front of our black and 
white television in our home in the days preceding Easter to watch spe-
cially aired Easter-themed movies that were broadcast nationally back in 
those days. I don’t intend to sound like I’m writing movie reviews, but I 
was deeply impacted by several Easter-themed movies that were released 
to the public. Perhaps you saw those same movies and were as impacted 
by them as I was at a young age. These blockbuster films and TV dramas 
were aired at a time in the past when people were honoring of religious 
holidays and religious-based films. 

Among these films was The Robe, an epic biblical drama produced in 
1953 by 20th Century Fox that tells the story of a Roman military tribune 
who commanded the unit responsible for the crucifixion of Jesus and 
who “won” the robe of Jesus at His crucifixion and became a Christian. 
I was born in 1958, so by the time I came along this film was already 
five years old, but it still reigned as the top Easter-related film until 1961 
when the movie King of Kings was released to the public.
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The epic film King of Kings was a religious film released by Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer, and it was broadcast annually for many years on national 
television during the days leading up to Easter in commemoration of 
Christ’s birth, death, and resurrection. Even as a four-year-old child, I 
sat with a frozen gaze at the black-and-white TV screen in our home as 
I watched every scene of Christ’s Passion that was so vividly portrayed in 
that movie. Although I was so young at the time, that movie dramatically 
gripped my heart, and as I watched it, I felt profound thankfulness that 
Jesus died for me as the Lamb of God and that His glorious resurrection 
followed the horrific event of His death on the Cross.

But also in 1961, another Easter-themed blockbuster film was released 
that was called Barabbas. It was a religious epic film released in the U.S. 
by Columbia Pictures based on the story of Barabbas, the criminal who 
was released at the time of Christ’s crucifixion. The movie included 
highly acclaimed scenes of a battle of gladiators in a mock-up of the 
Roman Colosseum and a crucifixion scene that was actually shot during 
a real total solar eclipse. In the movie, Pontius Pilate offers to release 
either Jesus of Nazareth or Barabbas, and the crowd chooses Barabbas, 
while Jesus is condemned to death. 

The next big blockbuster Easter film was Jesus of Nazareth, which was 
a 1977 biblical television drama that chronicled the birth, life, ministry, 
crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus. That movie featured an all-star 
ensemble cast of renowned actors, including eight who had either won or 
would go on to win Academy Awards — Anne Bancroft, Ernest Borgnine, 
James Earl Jones, Laurence Olivier, Christopher Plummer, Anthony Quinn, 
Rod Steiger, and Peter Ustinov. This movie was so outstanding that it 
mostly replaced King of Kings as the drama that aired nationally every 
year at the time of Easter.

Then came the movie JESUS (also known as The Jesus Film), which 
was a 1979 biblical drama primarily based on the Gospel of Luke as the 
main basis for the story. The movie was shot on location in Israel and was 
financed primarily by Campus Crusade for Christ. The film was used 
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worldwide for evangelism purposes, and untold thousands of people 
came to Christ as a result. 

Finally came Mel Gibson’s magnificent 2004 film called The Passion 
of the Christ, which is an epic biblical drama that depicts the Passion of 
Jesus largely according to the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
The film is a depiction of the last 12 hours in the life of Jesus. It begins 
in the Garden of Olives (Gethsemane), where Jesus had gone to pray 
after what we know as the Last Supper. It portrays His betrayal by Judas 
Iscariot, His arrest, His abuse by religious leaders, His trial before Pontius 
Pilate, His appearance before Herod Antipas, His return to Pilate for His 
final sentencing, and then His scourging and crucifixion. It is unques-
tionably the most dramatic film ever produced on the Passion of Christ’s 
final hours. This epic film was shown in theaters around the world, and 
people worldwide were deeply affected by it as they felt as if Christ had 
really been crucified before them.

All these films affected me deeply along with millions of others who 
viewed them. Yet as I studied the story of Christ’s final hours in-depth, I 
realized there was much more to the story than I had ever been told. The 
deeper I dove into the original text of the New Testament and into the 
story of Christ’s final hours — including into historical records of these 
events — I felt the need to share with my readers “the rest of the story” 
that they may have never heard so that their appreciation for Christ’s 
death, burial, and resurrection would be even greater. 

The illustrations in my book on Christmas — The Rest of the Story were 
warm, beautiful, and almost magical. But as we worked on the illustra-
tions for this book, we were confronted by the fact that there is nothing 
warm about this dramatic story. Indeed, this story confronts each of 
us with the agony Christ experienced on our behalf in His final hours. 
In keeping with the truth of these events, the illustrator and I worked 
meticulously to ensure both the text and the artwork reflected the ugly 
but powerful truth about the final hours before the Cross and Christ’s 
resurrection.
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When Isaiah wrote of Christ’s death, he said, “He is despised and 
rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we 
hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him 
not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did 
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 
53:3-5. But notice in verse 3, Isaiah said, “…We hid as it were our faces 
from him.” 

There is nothing pleasant about looking at the sufferings that Christ 
endured. At the showing of the film The Passion of the Christ, which 
graphically portrayed Christ’s suffering, I couldn’t help but notice as 
people literally hid their faces because they felt it too unbearable to look 
upon the sufferings of Jesus that were so vividly depicted on the movie 
screen in front of them, they fulfilled this verse. Each time they hid their 
faces, they fulfilled Isaiah’s words in Isaiah 53:3. When you look at the 
illustrations that accompany the text in this book, you may also not find 
it pleasant, but it is vitally important that we understand the price that 
Jesus paid for our redemption.

When the apostle Paul wrote to the Galatians, he reminded them 
that when he preached Christ’s crucifixion to them, his preaching about 
the Cross and what Christ endured was so graphic that they actually felt 
as if before their own eyes “Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth and 
crucified” among them (see Galatians 3:1). In the same way, my prayer 
is that this book and the illustrations in it will help you to visually see 
and grasp the price Jesus paid for our redemption. But you will find the 
images to be bloody, because it was indeed a bloody event when the Son 
of God was scourged for our healing, pierced for our wholeness, and 
sacrificed as the Lamb of God for our salvation.

When I was a child, one of the first Bible verses I was taught was John 
3:16 and 17, which says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
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but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to con-
demn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.” My 
prayer is that as you read and view this book, every word and illustration 
will convey to you how vast is the love of God for you that He would 
send His Son to die in your place.

But additionally, I want you to fully understand the events that 
occurred at the resurrection! The apostle Paul wrote, “And if Christ be 
not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain that we 
would be hopeless above all other men” (see 1 Corinthians 15:14). But 
then he continued, “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the firstfruits of them that slept” (1 Corinthians 15:20). Christ was raised 
as the firstfruits of Christians who had died, and His resurrection is the 
guarantee that we will also be raised to life when we die. 

You may think this book is too graphic for children, but your chil-
dren and grandchildren need to appreciate every act of Christ’s Passion 
and to embrace the truth that it was a demonstration of God’s love for 
them. Carefully walk them through each chapter — and carefully look 
at each illustration with them — and take time to open up a discussion 
about what Jesus did so they could be free and emancipated from Satan’s 
stronghold upon their spirits, souls, and bodies. Use this book as an 
opportunity to teach them and lead them into a deeper appreciation for 
what Jesus has done for each of them.

The Cross is where the price was paid for our redemption, and the 
resurrection is where death was defeated and Satan was disarmed. I urge 
you to pay special attention to the chapters and illustrations that focus 
on Christ’s resurrection from the dead, to His exaltation on High, and to 
His present-day High Priestly ministry that has continued uninterrupted 
for 2,000 years. Today He is seated alive at the Father’s right hand, where 
He ever lives to make intercession for you and me!

Now...it’s time for you to start reading EASTER — The Rest of the Story!

Rick Renner
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Here Jesus is illustrated praying in the Garden of Gethsemane. The mental and 
spiritual battle He experienced that night was unfathomably intense. Luke 22:44 
says, “And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it 
were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.”
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Agony of the Soul 
and Divine Assistance

Chapter One
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On the lower slopes of the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem, 
there is an ancient garden where olive trees were once 

grown in large numbers and olives were crushed and pressed 
to produce abundant amounts of olive oil. A few trees can be 
seen today, perhaps as a memorial to this site’s dramatic past 
and its critical role in history. Also scattered on these slopes 
are ancient graves, where wealthier Jews were buried at the 
time of Jesus. It was in this ancient garden on the Mount of 
Olives that Jesus spent His last moments with His disciples 
and notoriously prayed in agony before being arrested and 
crucified (see Luke 22:41-44). 

Today, behind an ornamented fence in this ancient olive grove —  
the Garden of Gethsemane — tourists especially notice the timeworn 
gnarled trunks of eight massive olive trees that some believe date back 
to New Testament times. 

The Jewish historian Josephus recorded that many trees around 
the city of Jerusalem were cut down by Roman troops, who used 
the wood to make equipment to assist them as they besieged and 
plundered Jerusalem in 70 AD.1 

To determine whether the olive trees in the Garden of Gethsemane 
dated to the time of Christ, a radiocarbon-dating test was carried out 
on some of the roots of these ancient trees, and the results indicated 
that some of the roots sampled could indeed be 2,000 years old.2 

These massive olive trees could be original to the Garden at the 
time of Christ — or descended from those ancient trees, having 
evolved and survived to the present time. But it is at least possible 
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that some of these trees today were there at the time of Jesus’ agony 
and are silent witnesses to the events that occurred in the Garden of 
Gethsemane before His crucifixion so many years ago. 

Many significant events in the life of Jesus took place in the Gar-
den of Gethsemane. It is for this reason that Christians from all over 
the world have been making pilgrimages to this site for some 2,000 
years. Today most visitors enter the Garden of Gethsemane through 
an ancient stone gate and stroll curiously onto the path encircling the 
eight ancient olive trees that I just described to you.

Finally, after they explore that fenced-off area, they make their way 
to the entrance of the Church of All Nations, which was constructed 
on the ruins of a Byzantine basilica that was originally erected there 
to commemorate the events that took place in the Garden of Geth-
semane in Jesus’ last hours. 

When archaeologists discovered those Fourth-Century founda-
tions in the 1920s along with fragments of magnificent mosaics, they 
began to work in conjunction with architects to construct the Church 
of All Nations, which was officially consecrated in April 1924.3 

Inside the Church of All Nations is a centerpiece that is an exposed 
outcropping of rock, which is believed to be the place where Christ 
agonizingly prayed the night He was arrested in the Garden of Geth-
semane — and there is every reason to believe that it really is the place 
where Jesus sweat “great drops of blood” during that time of prayer in 
His last hours (see Luke 22:44). 

Today this rock is encircled by a beautiful bronze fence designed 
to protect the outcropping from visitors, because for centuries, people 
who visited the site cut small pieces of the rock to take home as a holy 
relic. Therefore, much of it is now gone. 
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As one stands in front of that bronze fence and looks upward 
at the front interior of the church, he can gaze upon a wall that is 
elaborately covered with marvelous, brilliantly colored mosaics that 
breathtakingly illustrate Jesus’ final hours before He was arrested in 
the Garden of Gethsemane. 

A Regular Gathering Place  
for Jesus and His Disciples

Just a short distance from the well-known Church of All Nations 
is another significant site that is pertinent to the story of Jesus, but it’s 
one that many visitors know nothing about. 

In fact, they walk right past it, not knowing how significant it is 
to some of the events we read about in the gospels. I’m talking about 
an underground grotto, where it is known that Jesus and His disciples 
regularly met. 

Down several flights of worn stone steps, and at the end of a nar-
row pathway lined with stone walls on either side, is an entrance that 
leads to an underground grotto. Early Christian writers reported that 
Jesus regularly used this cave to assemble with His disciples when 
they visited the Garden of Gethsemane. 

Because it was an underground grotto, this cave was an ideal place 
to gather. It was a quiet, isolated spot that provided shelter from the 
weather. The grotto can still be visited today, but most people who 
venture into the area without a guide are oblivious to it because they 
are so captivated by the massive ancient olive trees that surround this 
hidden tourist treasure. 
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Based on early Christian tradition, Jesus regularly gathered in that 
grotto with His disciples when they were in Jerusalem.4 It was such a 
common meeting place for them that when Judas Iscariot led temple 
police to arrest Jesus, he knew he would find Him and His followers 
there, because Judas had been to the grotto with Jesus and the others so 
many times before. 

But on the night Jesus was betrayed and arrested, prior to that criti-
cal time in His last hours, the Savior felt the deep need to pray, so He 
left all but three of His disciples alone in the grotto and went a short 
distance from them to interact with the Father. It is this agonizing 
period of prayer that we read about in the gospels (see Matthew 26:36-
46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:39-46; and John 18:1) — and it occurred 
on the famous outcropping of rock that people still visit today in the 
Church of All Nations. 

According to the New Testament accounts, after Jesus finished 
serving Communion to His disciples in the well-known Upper Room 
(see Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; and Luke 22:14-20), He led 
them to the Garden of Gethsemane. Knowing that the Cross and the 
grave lay before Him, Jesus felt the need to spend time in interces-
sion so He might gain the strength He needed to face what would 
soon befall Him. Leaving most of the disciples inside the grotto, Jesus 
took Peter, James, and John with Him to pray (see Matthew 26:37;  
Mark 14:33). 

Rarely did Jesus need His friends’ assistance — most of the time, 
they needed His help. But in this intense moment, Jesus felt the need to 
have His three closest disciples near Him to pray with Him. He asked 
them to pray with Him for just one hour, but instead of faithfully pray-
ing at a moment when Jesus desperately needed their support, the three 
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of them kept falling asleep again and again (see Matthew 26:40-45; 
Mark 14:37-41). 

Being in Agony,  
Jesus Sweat ‘Great Drops of Blood’

The mental and spiritual battle Jesus experienced that night in the 
Garden of Gethsemane was unfathomably intense. Luke 22:44 says, 
“And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was 
as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.” 

I want you to especially notice the word “agony” in this verse. It 
comes from a form of the Greek word agonidzo, a word that depicts 
a struggle, a fight, great exertion, or great effort. This Greek word was 
used in the New Testament to convey ideas of anguish, pain, distress, 
and conflict. 

But importantly, the word agonidzo comes from the word agon, 
which is the Greek word that depicted the athletic conflicts and com-
petitions that were so strenuous in the ancient world. 

The Holy Spirit intentionally used this word in these verses to 
help us understand the battle that Jesus experienced in the Garden 
of Gethsemane on the night of His betrayal. It tells us that Jesus was 
thrown into a great struggle or an intense fight that night. Knowing 
that the Cross and the grave were before Him, He cried out, “Father, 
if thou be willing, remove this cup from me…” (Luke 22:42). 

The spiritual pressure that bore down upon Jesus’ soul was so 
overwhelming that the Bible says it was agonidzo, or an agonizing 
event. In fact, the fight was so strenuous that it involved all of Jesus’ 
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spirit, soul, and body. Indeed, He was in the greatest fight He had ever 
known up to that moment. 

Jesus’ intense level of agony is depicted in the phrase “…he prayed 
more earnestly…” (Luke 22:44). The word “earnestly” is from a Greek 
word that means to be extended or to be stretched out. A person in this 
kind of agony might drop to the ground, writhe in pain, and roll 
around on the ground. 

This Greek word presents the picture of a person who is pushed to 
the limit and can’t be stretched much more. Indeed, this individual is 
on the brink of all he can possibly endure. 

In fact, Luke 22 goes on to tell us Jesus’ emotional state was so 
intense that “…his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling 
down to the ground.” 

The word “sweat” is from the Greek word idros, and the word 
“drops” is translated from a form of the Greek word thrombos, which 
is a medical word that points to blood that is unusually thickly clotted. 
But when these two words are joined, they depict a medical condition 
called hematidrosis — a real disorder that only occurs in individuals 
who are in a highly emotional state.5 

In this condition, the mind, which is under such great mental 
and emotional pressure, sends signals of stress throughout the human 
body, and these signals are so strong that the body reacts as if it is 
under actual physical pressure. 

As a result of this perceived pressure, the first and second layer 
of skin separate, causing a vacuum to form between them, and then 
thickly clotted blood seeps from this vacuum and oozes through the 
pores of the skin. Once the blood seeps through the pores, it mingles 
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with the sufferer’s sweat that is pouring from his skin as a result of 
his intense struggle. In the end, the oozing blood and sweat mingle 
together in droplets, which flow from the victim’s body. 

The Holy Spirit included these details about Jesus’ sweating blood 
to alert us that this was the most intense spiritual combat Jesus had 
ever endured up to that time. And where were His disciples? At this 
moment, He needed them, but they were sleeping. 

Jesus had asked His closest disciples to pray with Him — and they 
couldn’t even pray for one hour. But God is faithful, and He provided 
supernatural strength for Jesus in another way, which we will see in a 
few pages. 

This makes me want to ask you: Have you ever felt the need for help 
from your friends in a difficult moment and found that your friends 
couldn’t be counted on? Did you find them “sleeping on the job” when 
you felt a deep need for their help and support? Were you in a situation 
that caused you such intense agony that you felt you needed someone 
to stand with you? Are you in that kind of situation right now? 

Maybe you’ve never sweat blood, as Jesus did, but it is likely that 
you have struggled in your soul at one time or another because of prob-
lems with your marriage, your children, your other relationships, your 
job or ministry, your health, your finances, or your concern for the 
well-being of others. Have you ever felt like you were constantly living 
in a “pressure cooker” and it nearly got the best of you? 

If so, you know that continuous pressure is hard to deal with —  
especially if you have no one to lean on for strength, encouragement, and 
help in that moment. 

If you are experiencing one of those times now, Jesus understands 
because He faced the same situation in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
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God Provided Divine Assistance
As we have seen, on the night of Jesus’ betrayal, He beckoned His 

closest disciples — Peter, James, and John — to come away and pray 
with Him in those last difficult hours. But every time He went back 
to check on the three men, He found them sleeping. 

Jesus was experiencing a great spiritual battle and extreme pres-
sure, which is why He requested His closest disciples assist Him in 
prayer. But on that night, they were not found faithful. Instead, He 
found them sleeping on the job again and again. 

When Jesus could not find anyone to faithfully stand with Him in 
His hour of need, God provided supernatural assistance to help Him. 
And that supernatural strength made up for any lack of support from 
Jesus’ three closest disciples. 

Luke 22:43 tells us that in this moment when Jesus felt a need 
for help and strength, “…there appeared an angel unto him from 
heaven, strengthening him.” 

When Luke wrote that the angel “strengthened” Jesus, he used a 
form of the Greek word enischuo, which is a compound of the words 
en and ischuo. The word en means in, and the word ischuo is the word 
for might or strength. 

Usually in New Testament times, the word ischuo was used to denote 
men with great muscular abilities, similar to bodybuilders in today’s 
world. But when these two words en and ischuo are compounded, the 
new word means to impart strength, to empower someone, to fill a person 
with heartiness, or to give someone renewed vitality. A person may have 
been feeling exhausted and depleted, but he suddenly gets a blast of 
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energy so robust that he is instantly recharged. Now he’s ready to get 
up, get with it, and get going again! 

This means when Jesus’ disciples and friends couldn’t be depended 
upon in His hour of need, God stepped in and provided an angel 
who empowered, recharged, and imparted strength to Jesus, renewing 
His vitality with the strength He needed to victoriously face the most 
difficult hour in His life. After being super-charged, Jesus was ready 
to face the Cross. He soon awakened His disciples and said, “Rise up, 
let us go; lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand” (Mark 14:42). 

Again, let me ask you:

	• Have you ever experienced a time in your life when you felt 
trapped and alone? 

	• Have you ever felt that your friends let you down at a time 
when you really needed them?

	• Can you somewhat relate to Jesus’ agonizing prayer over 
what He was facing — and facing it alone?

Maybe your friends really have fallen asleep on the job, but God 
hasn’t fallen asleep! He is absolutely aware of the situation you’re facing, 
and if necessary, He will provide supernatural assistance to recharge 
you and keep you moving full steam ahead. 

Although you may be tempted to feel isolated and alone, if you 
look with the eyes of your spirit for just a moment, you’ll see that 
you’re not alone at all. God is surrounding you with the Holy Spirit’s 
power, with angels, and with anything else you need to recharge you 
so you can keep going forward in faith and trust in Him. 

Regardless of the battle or situation you’re facing right now, just 
as God provided supernatural assistance for Jesus, He will provide it 
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for you. The same divine help He provided for Jesus in the Garden 
of Gethsemane is what He offers to you. He may send an angel or 
another unexpected person who understands and wants to help, or 
He may refill you with the Holy Spirit in a way that super-charges 
you to face and overcome that difficult moment. 

But one thing is sure: When no one else is faithful, you can be 
certain that God is always faithful and that He will see to it that you 
receive the strength and power you need to triumph in every circum
stance. 

Supernatural assistance is a part of your inheritance as a child 
of God in Christ, and you can lay claim to it any time you need it. 
All you have to do is receive it by faith and walk in obedience to 
what God tells you to do — and as you do, God will supernatu-
rally empower you to victoriously tackle and overcome whatever is 
before you. 

In the next chapter, you will be surprised to learn the vast number 
of soldiers that came into the Garden of Gethsemane to arrest Jesus 
and why they carried such deadly weapons at the moment of His 
arrest. You’ll discover that a small army came to arrest Jesus because 
they had heard so many reports about His miraculous powers!
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QUESTIONS TO PONDER  
AND DISCUSS

1.	 Intense emotional stress produces mental and physical dis-
tress. Jesus not only suffered on every level, He persevered 
through pain more difficult than you can conceive. Thus, 
He not only completely understands everything you could 
possibly go through, He empathizes with you. Have you 
ever thought about that before? 

2.	 Jesus experienced the full range of human emotion and 
emotional strain, so He knows exactly what it’s like to feel 
pressure bearing down on Him from every side. Because 
Jesus understands stress, He can be trusted to understand 
and help you no matter what you may be facing. What 
are the areas in your life where you are experiencing stress? 
Invite Jesus into that area and trust Him to help you. 

3.	 Sometimes it’s easier to talk with someone who has already 
been through what you’re experiencing. But do you still 
hurt after talking to your parents, your friends, your spouse, 
or your pastor? If so, it’s time for you to talk to Jesus. Even 
if you talk to others, He is the Perfect One to go to about your 
struggles because He understands them better than anyone else. 

4.	 At times, circumstances arise and we feel utterly helpless. Can 
you remember a time when God intervened to strengthen 
and energize you in a seemingly impossible and difficult situ-
ation? Jesus is the same today as He was yesterday and has 
always been (see Hebrews 13:8), so remind yourself of His 
faithfulness, especially when you are tempted to fear that you 
won’t make it through a challenge. 
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The Church of All Nations was constructed on the ruins of a Byzantine basilica 
that was originally erected to commemorate the events that took place in the 
Garden of Gethsemane in Jesus’ last hours. When archaeologists discovered 
those Fourth-Century foundations along with fragments of magnificent mosaics, 
they began to work in conjunction with architects to construct the Church of All 
Nations, which was officially consecrated in April 1924.
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To order, visit us online at: www.renner.org
Book resellers: Contact Harrison House at 800-722-6774 
or visit www.HarrisonHouse.com for quantity discounts.

288 pages
(Hardcover)

Easter-The Rest of the Story.indd   284Easter-The Rest of the Story.indd   284 11/12/2024   1:46:09 AM11/12/2024   1:46:09 AM



FALLEN ANGELS, GIANTS, MONSTERS, 
AND THE WORLD BEFORE THE FLOOD

How tHe events of noaH’s ark and tHe flood 
are relevant to tHe end of tHe age

In his book Fallen Angels, Giants, Monsters, and 
the World Before the Flood — How the Events of 
Noah’s Ark and the Flood Are Relevant to the End 
of the Age — which includes more than 300 
photos and illu strations — Rick Renner answers 
long-held questions about the fascinating story 
of Noah’s Ark. 

Presenting Scripture as well as the recordings 
of early writers, such as Irenaeus, Josephus, 
Origen, Tertullian, and many others, Rick 
explains such details as the population explo-

sion on the earth just before the Flood; the likely reason the writings of 
Enoch survived the Flood; who “the sons of God” and “the daughters 
of men” in Genesis were; why God ultimately saved only Noah and his 
family of eight; what happened when they finally exited the Ark; Jesus’ 
own prophecy that certain elements of Noah’s day would happen again; 
and much, much more! 

Using findings from his own expedition of the remains of Noah’s Ark in 
the Ararat mountains — along with other empirical evidence of the Ark’s 
present location — Rick fascinates readers in this book and helps the Bible 
come alive concerning this favorite childhood story from the Bible!

God has had a plan from the beginning concerning Jesus as “the Seed born 
of a woman” who would destroy the works Satan wrought in the Fall of 
man. And just as God has faithfully executed that plan in the past, He will 
continue to carry it out until Christ’s rapture of His Church and beyond. 

To order, visit us online at: www.renner.org
Book resellers: Contact Harrison House at 800-722-6774 
or visit www.HarrisonHouse.com for quantity discounts.

480 pages 
(Paperback)
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RENNER A TO Z
Comments and Quotes by RiCk RenneR 

on 400 bible topiCs a to Z!

Has your mind ever buzzed with questions about 
the Bible that you couldn’t find answers for? Have 
you wished you had a resource to turn to for quick 
answers to life’s perplexing problems?

With more than 45 years of ministry experience, 
prolific author Rick Renner shares hundreds of his 
own comments and quotes on hundreds of topics 
to bring you helpful advice on how to answer 
life’s questions with God’s wisdom and to live a 
committed life in Christ. 

In this book, Renner A to Z — Comments and Quotes by Rick Renner 
on 400 Bible Topics A to Z!, you will find 1,780 alphabetically arranged 
comments and quotes packed full of practical, Spirit-filled counsel you 
can meditate on and apply to your life. 

This comprehensive resource is sure to answer long-held questions and 
bring insight to a wide variety of topics. Whether you’re looking to 
deepen your personal study of the Bible or you’re interested in what 
Scripture has to say on a particular subject, this book is fun and easy to 
use and is sure to be an invaluable addition to your Christian library.

To order, visit us online at: www.renner.org
Book resellers: Contact Harrison House at 800-722-6774 
or visit www.HarrisonHouse.com for quantity discounts.

592 pages  
(Paperback)
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JESUS IS YOUR HEALER
The Power of his sacrifice BoTh To save and To heal

By Denise Renner

There is nothing in the heart of the will of God that 
wants you to stay sick or in pain. He doesn’t use sick-
ness or infirmity as a means to teach you a single thing! 
In fact, God sent his Son to bear the punishment 
for every sickness and disease known and unknown 
to man so that you could live strong and disease-free 
all the days of your life.

This is what author Denise Renner wants you to 
know with the same certainty that you know you 
are a child of God. She states, “I wrote this book 
so that through the power of the Holy Spirit, God 
can use the words contained in these pages to paint 

this eternal truth on the canvas of your mind and heart: Jesus is your Healer! 
When all that happens and you claim that spiritual reality as your very 
own, you will receive all the magnificent power that is extended to you 
through the horrible beating and crucifixion Jesus endured for you.”

Chapter titles include:

• The Delivering Voice of God

• Hope Pushes Through to the Miracle

• The Power of Forgiveness

• The Power of Controlling Your Emotions

• God Has a Miracle for You!

The Father’s compassions of healing and wholeness have already been 
poured out. They are yours for the taking! The simple but profound truths 
found in Jesus Is Your Healer will equip you to believe for and walk in the 
divine health that is already yours in Christ!

To order, visit us online at: www.renner.org

Book Resellers: Contact Harrison House at 800-722-6774 
or visit www.HarrisonHouse.com for quantity discounts.
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(Paperback)
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MY SPIRIT-EMPOWERED DAY
A SpArkling gemS From the greek  

guided devotionAl JournAl

When faced with life’s difficulties, do you long 
for a personal coach to guide you? Do you feel 
inadequate, even powerless, to achieve what 
God has asked you to do?

You can experience the same inseparable union 
with the Holy Spirit that empowered Jesus 
during His earthly ministry! With the Holy 
Spirit’s help, you can participate for yourself with 
His mission to be your ultimate Comforter, 
Advocate, Counselor, and Friend. 

In My Spirit-Empowered Day: A Sparkling Gems 
From the Greek Guided Devotional Journal, Rick 
Renner shows you how to escape a powerless 
Christian life. This interactive journal includes 

thought-provoking questions that will engage your heart and mind to go 
deeper with the Holy Spirit.

Through 31 insightful devotional entries, Rick unveils from the Greek text 
the purpose of the Holy Spirit in a Christian’s life. Rick’s teaching will help 
you understand the workings of the Holy Spirit, discover how to receive 
divine guidance, and exercise spiritual power and authority.

Experience a life of close fellowship with the Holy Spirit and see your life 
flourish under His favor!

To order, visit us online at: www.renner.org
Book resellers: Contact Harrison House at 800-722-6774 
or visit www.HarrisonHouse.com for quantity discounts.

240 pages 
(Paperback)
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IGNITING A POWERFUL  
PRAYER LIFE

A SpArkling gemS From the greek  
guided devotionAl JournAl

Igniting a Powerful Prayer Life: A Sparkling Gems 
From the Greek Guided Devotional Journal can 
take you from feeling overwhelmed by the 
signs of the times to enjoying a serene sense of 
wholeness and well-being as you walk and live 
in God’s presence. 

You are not impotent against the struggles of 
broken families and relationships, decaying 
morality, rumors of wars, and unstable econo-
mies! The Father longs for you to release His 
power in your sphere through prayer. You only 
need to know how. 

In Igniting a Powerful Prayer Life, Rick Renner uses scriptural principles 
and spiritual wisdom that can set ablaze in your heart a passion for potent 
prayer. Each lesson in this 31-day journal also includes a prayer and a con-
fession to put the Word in your mouth and stimulate a fervent, effectual 
prayer life. 

Topics and word studies include: 

• Unleashing new prayer dimensions.

• Praying with boldness and confidence.

• Moving from fear to faith and from defeat to victory.

• Experiencing Jesus as our personal Intercessor.

Don’t stand by and let the enemy oppress or destroy you or your family. 
Use this guided journal to ignite your prayer life and set your world on fire 
with the power of God! 

To order, visit us online at: www.renner.org

Book Resellers: Contact Harrison House at 800-722-6774 
or visit www.HarrisonHouse.com for quantity discounts.
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MY PEACE-FILLED DAY
A SpArkling gemS From the greek  

guided devotionAl JournAl

Do you feel like you’re on a merry-go-round of 
stress and anxiety that just won’t stop? Do you feel 
like the circumstances around you are shouting 
loudly as you search for peace and calm?

Help is here! You can live in peace — fearless and 
free!

In My Peace-Filled Day: A Sparkling Gems From 
the Greek Guided Devotional Journal, Rick Renner 
shares 31 teachings, expounding from his thor-
ough knowledge of the Greek language, to help 
you take hold of the God-given peace that belongs 
to you. As you devote yourself to the scriptural 
truths in each devotional — and journal your 

answers to thought-provoking questions — the power of God will melt 
away the fears, anxieties, and cares of this world until His peace takes 
centerstage in your life.

Don’t let the turmoil of this world swirl you into an emotional frenzy. As 
you encounter God on every page of this devotional journal, you will find 
yourself living the peace-filled life your loving Heavenly Father wants  
for you! 

To order, visit us online at: www.renner.org

Book Resellers: Contact Harrison House at 800-722-6774 
or visit www.HarrisonHouse.com for quantity discounts.
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BUILD YOUR FOUNDATION
Six Must-H ave Beliefs for Constr ucting

an Unshakable Chr istian Life

248 pages
(Paperback)

A building contractor has a top prior-
ity every time he begins a construction 
project: to get the foundation right. He 
knows that’s the key to the stability 
of the structure he is building. If the 
foundation is laid incorrectly, the rest 
of the building might look good — 
but it will always have problems and 
will possibly never fulfill its purpose 
for being constructed in the first 
place.

That same principle is true as you 
build your life in Christ. You will 
never last long in your quest to fulfill 
what God has put you on the earth 

to accomplish unless you first focus on laying your spiritual foundation 
“rock-solid” on the truths of His Word.

In this book, author Rick Renner provides the scriptural “mortar and 
brick” that defines the six fundamental doctrines listed in Hebrews 6:1 
and 2 — the exact ingredients you need to lay a solid foundation for the 
structure called your life in Christ.

Topics include:

• An Honest Look at the Modern Church
• Let’s Qualify To ‘Go On’
• Remorse vs. Repentance
• The Laying on of Hands
• Three Baptisms and Three Resurrections
• The Great White Throne Judgment
• The Judgment Seat of Christ
• And many more!

To order, visit us online at: www.renner.org

Book Resellers: Contact Harrison House at 800-722-6774 
or visit www.HarrisonHouse.com for quantity discounts.
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Equipping Believers to Walk in the Abundant Life
John 10:10b

Connect with us for fresh content and news about 

forthcoming books from your favorite authors...

        Facebook @ HarrisonHousePublishers

        Instagram @ HarrisonHousePublishing

        www.harrisonhouse.com
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We hope you enjoy this feature 
message excerpted from the book. 
We encourage you to get the full book to receive 
all the benefits from this powerful message. 

Buy Now

https://www.amazon.com/Easter-Rest-Story-Rick-Renner-ebook/dp/B0D122VQ1W/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=

