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Oh, don't 
take my word  
for it, though.

Oh, hi 
there!

Hey,

whoa!!!
w—!!

I was just 
working on 
one of my 
inventions  

here.

Okay, 
so it needs a 
little more 

work,

but that's 
the exciting part.  
you never know  

what you'll  
discover along 

the way. 

And this is 
the town of 

Odyssey. 

let's see 
if this thing 

works. 

I'm 
John Avery 

Whittaker, but 
you can call  

me Whit.

You can find 
out for yourself 
when you come 

along on today’s 
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Odyssey was settled in the mid-1800s by two pioneers in a place that  
(at that time, anyway) was called “land that stinks like swamp.”

Not to mention the wonderful townsfolk who  
provide services of all shapes and sizes.

Odyssey may be small, but as you’ll find 
out, it has no shortage of excitement,

wonder,

and discovery!

is a small town located 
somewhere in the American 
Midwest. But there’s more  
to this sleepy burg than  
you could ever imagine!

The town has a rich history. 
It was even a stop on the  
Underground Railroad…

And it’s the home  
of many veterans 
who have given  
their life for  
their country.

Today, Odyssey is a thriving 
community, filled with kids 
(and adults) of all ages!

The most  
famous local  
business is  
Whit’s End, 

Perhaps the most important aspect 
of the town is the faith of its citizens. 
Many are Christians, and their faith 
spills into everything they do.

a turn-
of-the- 
century  
soda shop 
and self- 
proclaimed 
“Discovery 
Emporium,” 
where  
young and 
old gather 
on a daily 
basis.

Many of the 
shops around 
town are  
family-owned 
and operated 
and have been 
here for years.
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Among the myriad things you’ll find 
in Whit’s End are activities that inspire 
imagination, like Inventor’s Corner, 
the Little Theater, and Kids’ Radio.

Whit’s greatest invention, the Imagination Station, 
uses proprietary technology to allow virtual 
time travel within the user's imagination!

But, despite all the incredible 
things to do at Whit’s End, the real 
purpose of the place is people. 
From the caring and devoted staff…

To John Avery Whittaker himself, 
who’s never too busy to work  
the counter and help kids  
navigate the bumpy roads of life 
and faith, with gentle wisdom…

And of course, 
a little ice cream.

state-of-the-art 
interactive displays 
teach children about  
the word of God in 
the Bible Room.

is one of 
the more 
beautiful 
buildings 
in the town 
of Odyssey, 

but its exterior pales 
in comparison to the 
wonders that lie within...

The building wasn’t always quite so 
unique. It was originally built as 
a church, then converted into the 
mayor’s residence, and then into 
the Fillmore Recreation Center.

John Avery Whittaker, however, picked up where his late wife 
left off. He swooped in at the last minute and bought the 
building, vowing to transform it according to Jenny’s wishes.

In no time, the Fillmore reopened as a place  
of adventure and discovery, filled with books 
and activities, fun and games, arts and crafts, 
and uplifting conversation. 

But tragedy struck, and 
Jenny Whittaker was 
unable to continue her 
fight to save the old 
building from demolition.

“Whit’s End.”
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John Avery  
Whittaker is  
a man near  
and dear to  
the town of  
Odyssey. His 
name can be  
a mouthful,  
so most folks 
call him simply

Whit has a storied past and a storied 
present. He has not slowed down with age. 
He’s still a genius inventor, concocting and 
building many wondrous creations.

He’s been an archeologist  
and still dabbles in the  
trade from time to time.

with his faith in Christ, 
he’s stood up against 
corruption and evil 
that’s tried to infiltrate  
the town of Odyssey,  
both physically—

He has led 
many people 
to their own 
personal 
relationships 
with Jesus.

He’s taught 
a Sunday 
School 
class at 
the 
Odyssey 
Community 
Church for 
years.

Whit has made many loyal, 
lifelong friends. He continues to 
serve them—and anyone else in 
the town of Odyssey—every day.

and spiritually.

Whit’s family eventually 
moved to North Carolina  
for his father’s work. It  
was here he met two  
of his best friends, Jack  
Allen and Wilson Knox, 
though Wilson started  
off as an enemy.

As a young adult, Whit  
was drafted into the 
armed forces, where  
he was injured in a  
battle overseas, giving 
him a slight limp. After 
that, he continued to 
serve his country. At 
one point, he worked as 
an analyst for the NSA.

Whit married his college 
sweetheart, Jenny, and 
they had three children: 
Jerry, Janna, and Jason. 
he dedicated himself to 
educating the younger 
generation by starting 
an encyclopedia company.

The family eventually 
moved to Odyssey, and 
years later, he honored 
his wife’s dream of a 
place in town dedicated 
to children.

Born in  
Scotland, Whit 
gave his life to 
Jesus Christ 
after a tragic 
accident befell 
his stepmother.
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is Whit’s longest running 
employee at Whit’s End, 
and is basically like 
another daughter to him. 

Connie’s childhood and early  
teenage years were spent in  
Los Angeles, California.

After her 
parents divorced, 
Connie's mother 
moved them to 
Odyssey for 
a fresh start. 
Connie, however, 
was less than 
thrilled about 
her new home.

She got a job at Whit’s 
End to make enough 
money for a bus ticket 
back to her old life. 
But while she worked 
the counter, God was 
working on her heart.

Soon all the things that 
Connie had heard and seen 
during her time in Odyssey 
built to a crescendo. God 
broke through, and Connie 
gave her life to Jesus.

She still had a long way to 
go in her Christian conduct, 
especially toward her new 
co-worker, Eugene Meltsner.

Connie eventually 
graduated High School 
as valedictorian…

Navigated some 
romantic interests…

A failed engagement…

And the loss of a parent.

In the wake of tragedy, 
Connie discovered a 
half-sister she never 
knew about.

Now she continues modeling God's 
love to her sister, Jules, and to 
everyone else she interacts with at 
Whit's End and in the town of Odyssey.

Jeff Lewis nick grant Robert Mitchell
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He’s a socially awkward genius 
who uses his incredible gifts for 
the betterment of Odyssey and 
the glory of God.

Spurred by dramatic events in 
his life, and by his love for 
Katrina, Eugene began taking 
Whit’s instruction on faith far 
more seriously, diving into the 
study of the subject himself.

And in the town’s darkest  
hour, when all the comforts 
of his life had been stripped 
away, Eugene responded to 
God's prompting, giving his 
heart and mind to Jesus.

From there, his intellectual 
opportunities only increased. 
He used his talents to create 
state-of-the-art technology  
that converted brain waves 
to radio waves to help 
people with disabilities...

Chased by sinister forces, Eugene and Katrina 
wed in secret and went on the run, lest Eugene’s 
genius be exploited for nefarious purposes.Eugene and Katrina eventually came 

back to Odyssey, and After finding 
that they couldn’t have children, the 
couple adopted troubled teen Buck 
Oliver as their son. 

Another crossroad arrives as Eugene and 
his family move to Baltimore so that Eugene's 
technology can benefit people from all around 
the world.

or at least that’s what he 
thought he was doing.

He’s come to love  
them as his parents.

Eugene was 
orphaned as 
a young boy 
when his  
parents 
disappeared 
on an 
archeological 
expedition.

Left alone with 
only his great 
intellect, he 
graduated high 
school by the 
age of 13.

A whiz-kid at the local college, Eugene was referred to Whit’s End 
and its ingenious owner, Whit, when it came time for an internship.

There, Whit helped him hone his mind 
and skills, as well as challenge his 
preconceived notions about faith and 
the very nature of the universe. 

Some citizens of Odyssey 
didn’t know what to make 
of Eugene’s unique quirks, 
overblown vocabulary, and 
intellectual superiority…

but not Katrina Shanks, 
a fellow student at the 
college. She was Eugene’s 
perfect match, in every 
area but one—

Her Christian faith.

is a unique individual, and 
that’s putting it mildly.



1312

is one of Odyssey’s most 
intriguing residents, but you 
might have to look a little 
closer to discover just how 
interesting he can be.

Jason is Whit’s youngest son. His older 
brother, Jerry, was killed in action 
while serving in the armed forces.

As a young man, Jason followed in his brother's and his father’s footsteps. 
He served his country, but did so as a field operative for the NSA.

In other words, 
a highly trained 
secret agent.

When his father left 
on sabbatical to an 
archeological mission 
in the Middle East, 

Jason agreed to 
pause his life of 
espionage and fill 
his dad’s shoes at 
Whit’s End.

Jason did eventually move to 
Odyssey and ran Whit’s End 
alongside Whit’s childhood 
friend, Jack Allen.

After Whit returned to Odyssey, 
Jason became restless and 
answered God’s call to become  
a missionary overseas.

During this time, the greatest 
threat Odyssey ever faced 
emerged from the shadows.

Jason put his travels on 
hold to help his father and 
his friends stand against the 
ominous Novacom.

Now back in Odyssey, Jason took 
over Jack and Joanne Allen’s  
antique business, where he’s still 
able to use his connections and 
knowledge of far away places.

Recently a new woman has 
appeared in Jason’s life, and  
just in time, as Jason’s old life 
threatens to continue pulling  
him back for more.

However, with his faith, his family, and his friends, Jason is more 
than ready to weather the storms life will throw his way.

but Leaving 
the NSA 
wasn’t quite 
as simple as 
he thought, 
and Jason 
was pulled 
into another 
mission to 
save Tasha 
Forbes, 
a fellow 
agent and  
the woman  
he loved.

Later, during a 
final mission in 
London, Jason 
was pushed to his 
breaking point, 
and he quit the 
secret agent 
life for good.
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Whit’s End Zoe, Olivia, 
and Jules, just 
who I wanted 

to see.

Uh, what 
kind of 

opportunity?

Ladies,
a pleasure 

to make your 
acquaintance.

How would you 
ladies like to 

produce a show 
for the grandest 

stage in town?

To engage the 
youth of Odyssey, 
I shall inject 

the youth of 
Odyssey into the 

performance!

Mr. Whittaker 
tells me you 
are all quite 

talented.

Zoe 
Grant, 

the 
writer.

Jules 
Kendall, 

the 
singer.

And  
Olivia 

Parker, 
the 

actress.

owner of the 
Harlequin Dinner 

Theater:

 Woah!  
Are you 
serious?

So, what do 
you say?

Quite so!

star of stage 
and screen,

the Edwin 
Blackgaard?!Mister

(Who put a star  
on that door?)

I know each 
of you has a special 

talent for the 
performing arts, and 
I think I might have an 

opportunity 
for you.

Why an 
opportunity to  

work alongside the  
most renowned  

actor of this or  
any other age!

MINE.

Connie Kendall's half-sister Jules came to 
Odyssey from California. She’s a talented  
musician and has been the source of delight  
and trouble since her arrival. Though she lives  
with Connie, she is not a Christian.

Olivia Parker is a passionate young lady who has 
a questioning mind and a soft heart. She loves 
acting and other creative arts, and she doesn't 
like that everyone doesn’t get as excited about 
them as she does. Her best friend, Zoe Grant, is 
an excellent writer who uses her talents for both 
journalism and the arts.

Edwin Blackgaard is a consummately over-dramatic actor, and is 
the proprietor of the Harlequin Dinner Theatre. With the help of his 
long-suffering assistant, Shakespeare, Edwin Blackgaard  
is dedicated to bringing "thee-ay-tah" to the masses.

First Appearance:
Ep. 735 - “Life Expectancy, Part 2” (2013)

Get to know Jules:
“The Ties that bind” Series
Ep. 831 - “Crash Course”
Ep. 901 - “For a Song”

EPISODES:

First Appearance:
Ep. 203 - “Double Trouble” (1992)

Get to know Edwin:
Ep. 218 - “A Class Act”
Ep. 248 - “Terror from the Skies”
Ep. 470 - “Break a Leg”

EPISODES:

First Appearance:
Ep. 665 - “The Inspiration Station,  

Part 1” (2010)

Get to know Olivia:
Ep. 843 - “Always Do Your Best-ish”
Ep. 850 - “The Shame About Fame”
Ep. 982 - “The Ark’s the Thing”

EPISODES:
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Is 
that a 

big deal?

Now, 
my dear 

Zoe,

I think 
that’s 

“Joseph.”

You cast me 
as Leah and not 

Rachel? 

us to 
perform?

Err—

Leah!?

Jacob!

And—

actually…

Um…

what manner  
of play have  

you concocted 
for me—

and an 
important male 

role for you, Mr. 
Blackgaard.

Well, 
we needed 

something with 
music for Jules, 

drama for 
Olivia... 

Yes? 
Something 
along the 
lines of 
Hamlet? 
MacBeth?

Haven’t 
they already 
turned that 

into a big 
technicolor 

musical?

I’m not 
sure it will 
make the  

best use of 
my talents, 

but very 
well… 

Olivia, 
Leah has a  

lot of 
emotional 
angst. it 
requires  

some real 
acting skill. 

I am very 
happy to take 
the stage as 

the very 
complex and 

tortured  
lead…

We shall 
convene here 

tomorrow 
afternoon to 

get started on  
the production.

You're  
our writer,  

Zoe, so  
I shall  

trust your  
judgment.

The 
Biblical  
story of 

Jacob, you 
say? 

Rachel is  
the bigger 
part! She’s 

the one  
Jacob  
loves!

after 
reading  

the Biblical 
account last 

night, 

Plus, 
Rachel has a 
big solo, and 
Jules is the 
best choice 

for that.

An original  
musical rendition 
about the story 

of Jacob!

I can’t believe  
we’re actually  

going to perform  
at the Harlequin 
Dinner Theatre!

The 
Harlequin is  

the most 
prestigious 
Theatrical 

venue in 
town!

Yes, and we’ve 
worked hard to 

earn that  
prestige,

(Even though  
we deserved  

it from the  
outset).

the next day

later... Zoe, 
you were  

absolutely right 
to choose this 

story.

If done 
right, this 

production could  
be a smashing 

success.

Betrayal,  
greed, 

romance, 
drama!

Uh, thank 
you, Mr. 

Blackgaard, 
but—

And I will 
humbly take 
on the role 
of the frail 
trickster, 

Jacob.

A role  
truly  

worthy of a 
dramatic 

range such  
as my own. 

mr. 
Blackgaard, 

I was wanting 
to cast 

someone a 
little...

Jacob’s 
deceitful, borderline 

villainous uncle?

But, I have a 
great role in 
mind for you!

You 
were the  
hero in 

Hamlet, sir.

Thanks! 
And thanks for 
letting me write 

the songs!

Shakespeare, 
am I doomed to 
be typecast as 

treacherous rogues 
 for the entirety of  

my career?

Yes?

Uh...

younger?

younger!?

laban?!

as jacob.

I’m the 
one who cast 

that play, 
Shakespeare.

This mix 
sounds  
great,  
Jules!

No problem. 
it’s all coming 

together  
great! 

we still 
don’t have 
anyone to  

play Jacob…

Except… 

Buck?

Don’t 
look at  
me like  
that!
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No, 
no, no, 
Buck!

Jacob is a 
conniver.

a con man.

Can you at 
least try to 
identify with 
that kind of 
character?

I can’t 
believe 

Jules talked 
me into this.

Remember, 
child.

You must project 
your voice, enunciate with 
your mouth, and breathe 

from your diaphragm.

Um, 
thanks Mr. 

Blackgaard,
I have done  
this before  
you know…

Can 
we get a 
rewrite,  

Zoe?

I don't 
believe Biblical 

characters would 
use the phrase 
"Cool beans."

You sound 
like you are 

from the middle 
eastern part of 

Buffalo, 
New York.

You call 
that a middle 

eastern 
accent?

I’m  
surrounded by 

Amateurs!

John Avery 
Whittaker,  

sir.

You, uh,  
wanted to  

see me,  
Edwin?

What 
am I to do, 

Whit?

these 
children you 

sent me aren’t 
doing anything 

as they 
should!

Oh? 
How so?

They aren’t  
doing things my 

way!

Edwin, 
you’re the one who 

wanted a youthful cast 
and crew to draw in a 

new audience. 

Now, there’s 
something to be said 
about learning from  
an experienced actor 

like yourself— Thank you!

I didn’t 
know what I 
was getting 
myself into.

But if you 
want the effect 

you say you do for 
your show… 

I think 
you’ve got to let 

these kids take some 
ownership of the 

production. 

But I’ve 
seen firsthand that 

these particular 
kids have the talent 
and experience to 
carry this show— 

Now, 
they may not 

be classically 
trained.

Clearly.

if 
you’ll let  

them.

There comes a  
time when you 

have to let go of 
the control you 
think you might 

have, 

and trust  
God to take 

care of  
things.

Ladies and  
gentlemen, 

without further  
ado,

Ms. Zoe 
Grant’s 

“Jacob!”
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oh, wow!

Thank you!

I suppose 
Whit was right.

*Sigh*

The children 
did come 
through.

Mr. 
Blackgaard?

Yes, sir, it  
was a full 

house!

 it was  
more 

dramatic, 
and I think it 
really did 

help me tell 
the story 

through the 
song.

Oh? 
Ms. Kendall.

Why…

you 
are most 
welcome.

I just 
wanted to 
say thanks 

for the 
singing tips.

Perhaps 
this endeavor is  
an experiment  

worth 
repeating.

Did 
you hear that, 
Shakespeare?

I did, 
sir!

later...

Of all the inventions John Avery Whittaker has used to teach  
and entertain the kids of Odyssey, none compare to the 

Imagination Station!  Whit’s original idea was to create an 
experience that would somehow “transport” the user into 

the material they were learning about, especially stories 
and lessons from the Bible. After several prototype 
inventions exploring the same concept, the Imagination 
Station was finally born. The I.S. is able to take a 
pre-programmed "adventure" made in Whit’s specially 

developed software and works in conjunction with the 
user’s own imagination. This, combined with state-of-the-art 

environment generation technology, allows the user to experience 
an immersive and interactive journey that seems virtually 
indistinguishable from actual time travel, complete with people, 
places, and objects that realistically simulate the historical setting.

In the past, Bart's son, Rodney, has  
proudly served as the town bully and 
head of a gang called “The Bones of 
Rath.” He’d become a fixture on the 
streets and back alleys of Odyssey, 
whether he was harassing kids, 
trying to con an innocent victim, 
or starting a morally bankrupt 
rock band. Even though he’s now 
grown into a young adult, Rodney 
still keeps things lively through his 
clownish defiance of rules, laws,  
and common sense.

The town of Odyssey is home to many  
kindhearted and altruistic people. 

Sadly, the Rathbones are  
not counted among them.  

There are few ethical 
standards that the head of  

the household, Bart Rathbone, 
is inclined to follow. From 
unscrupulously coaching a softball 
team to using shady methods 
to run his electronics shop, The 
Electric Palace, Bart stands for 
everything Whit and upright 
citizens of Odyssey are against.

First Appearance:
Ep. 66 - “The Imagination Station” (1989)

Learn more about the I.S. :
ep. 87-88 - “Elijah, Parts 1-2”
Ep. 184 - “Isaac the Chivalrous”
Ep. 211-212 - “The Mortal Coil, Parts 1-2”

EPISODES:

First Appearance:
Ep. 115 - “An Act of Mercy” (1990)

Get to know the Rathbones:
Ep. 160 - “A Rathbone of Contention”
Ep. 256-258 - “Aloha, Oy, Parts 1-3”
Ep. 463 - “Green Eyes and Yellow Tulips”

EPISODES:



2322

Bart, 
I can’t let you 
advertise for 
the Electric 

Palace here in 
Whit’s End.

But why 
not!?

These 
gizmos are 

educational!

Are they? With all 
those extra 
“features,” 

they sound  
like they’d be 

more of a 
distraction if 

kids used 
them at 
school. 

okay, 
I see 

what’cher 
doin’.

How much 
do you 
want?

It’s not 
about 
money.

Honestly, 
even if I was  

in the habit of 
endorsing 
people or 
products,

based on past 
experience, I  

just can’t 
trust that you 
have the best 
intentions for 

the kids.

I’m afraid…

So that’s 
how it is, 

huh? Okay, 
Whittaker, 
you wanna 
play it this 

way?
Fine.

I thought 
Mr. Whittaker 

said you weren’t 
allowed ta sell 

your stuff 
here, Pop.

Not now,
 Rodney. 

and 
don’t call 
me “Pop.” 

We’ll sneak 
in the back, and 
Whittaker won’t 
even know we’re 

here.

That’s right, 
kiddies, 

these 
calculators have 
games, a camera, 

and a walkie 
talkie!

All for the  
low, low price  

of $39.99 
plus tax.

Those 
do look 

cool,

but I 
don’t 

think my 
mom 

would 
let me 
have 
one–

Yer mom 
doesn’t have ta 

know!

That’s right, 
we have easy 

payment 
plans!

just 
bring in your 
allowance 
every week, 

and—

thought I heard 
someone back 

here…

Is that 
Eugene?

Uh-oh.

later...

Suzu Rydell, Whittaker Residence, 6:30am

Later, at Whit's End

Today is 
the day.

suzu?
Holiday?

 I’m surprised  
to see you up so

early on a 
holiday. your 

brother’s still 
sleeping.

Is this 
not the 

first day of 
school?

It’s Labor 
Day today.  
no school.

America 
is so 

confusing.

I’ll make 
you some 
waffles.

What brings 
you here so 

early?

Why, 
business, 
what else?

Tomorrow, 
Suzu.

Mornin’ 
Whittaker!

oh!

Business?

yeah,

uh...

what kind 
of cross-

promotion?

cross- 
promotion.

see, I’ve had a little  
lull in sales over at  

the Electric Palace, and 
I was wonderin’ if  

yous’ed help me out 
with a little…

I got these new  
super-calculators  

for kids, see.

They got 
games and a 

camera, even a 
walkie-talkie!

Since 
your place is 
so popular, 

I was 
hope’n 
yous’ed 
let me 

advertise 
to all  

the  
kiddies in 
yer shop.

bart rathbone!bart rathbone!

THE MILLSTONE
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how did we  
get here?

Wait‑ 

Who 
are these 

guys!?

Get us out  
of here!

Wait, 
what!?

I did? 
But—

Let’s 
get outta 

here, 
Rodney!

Bart and 
Rodney Rathbone 
were screaming 

inside the 
Imagination 

Station!

Looks like 
they were running 
our new Parable 

program.

Mr. 
Rathbone!?

You have  
been found guilty  
of tempting this  
boy to disobey  

his parents.

For that crime, 
we will attach this 

3,300 pound millstone 
to your necks with a 

rope and drop it  
into the sea.

What 
are you—?!

Oh,  
Eugene!

You  
saved  
our  

lives!

What in  
the world  
was that 
about?

Ah, the one which 
inserts you into 

Jesus’ parables. Which 
parable did they 

experience?

Matthew 18:6... 
"Whoever causes  

one of these little 
ones who believe in 

me to sin, it would be 
better for him to have 

a great millstone 
fastened around 
his neck and to be 

drowned in the  
depth of  
the sea."

Israel, 
the 1st 
Century

parable 
program 
activated

Mr.  
Whittaker? 

Is that  
you?

It is  
Eugene!

Rodney, 
quick!

Find 
someplace 

ta hide!

what 
are you 

holding?

Oh, we 
usually call 
one of those

Woah! 
Where are 

we?

And 
what are we 
dressed 

as!?

Are ya sure 
they won’t 

look in here?

In here, 
Pop!

Not if 
they think 
someone’s 

usin’ it.

Okay, 
good. 

Uh, what?

Excuse  
me, sir—

This? 
Err– 

it’s–

Calculators, 
kid!

40 
bucks.

You can  
also play 
games on  

it, and 
music.

 an 
“abacus.”

Yeah...

yeah!

These 
are special 

ones. 

wow. Wanna  
buy 

one? 
Only 

$39.99 
plus 
tax.

Do you  
mean 40 
coins?

But my 
mother said I 
can only buy 
food in the 

market.

This Aba-what-zis 
is way better than 
food. You can go a 

couple meals without 
eating.

I even 
have some 

silver 
ones.

Eh, don’t  
worry about 

yer mom. 

Better 
spend that money 

on something 
that’ll make 
you happy. 
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First Appearance:
Ep. 31 - “Family Vacation, Part 1” (1988)

Get to know the Barclays:
Ep. 79 - “Our Best Vacation Ever”
Ep. 140 - “The Vow”
Ep. 294 - “Unto us a child is born”

EPISODES:

Well, 
It’s got 
the right 

house 
number...

It’s so 
good to 
see you, 
Connie!

Oh 
please, 
call me 
Mary.

Okay.

Thank 
you so 

much for 
coming!

Wow, 
Donna, 

you look 
so grown 

up!

Thank you 
so much for 

helping us plan 
our wedding.

I wouldn’t 
miss it!

So, where 
is he? When can I 

meet him?

Derek 
Barkley!

Right 
over 
here.

the same! I know.
And you 
look…

so  
hopefully 
I’m in the 

right 
place.

Finally 
here!

Hello?

barclays?

Arrived.

You 
too, Mrs. 
Barclay!

Connie, 
this is my 
fiance,

’

Jimmy, Donna’s younger brother, had 
a difficult time growing up and dealing 
with the new realm of teenage problems. 
He is a bit of a cynic, often directing 
wise-cracks and other comments at his 

family—although he is deeply devoted to them and is a “Barclay” through and through. 
When last we saw him, he had moved to Washington, D.C. to become a journalist—but 
upon greater scrutiny it was discovered that he’d become a full-blown prodigal son.  
He has since made amends with his parents. He currently lives back at home with his  
parents and little brother, Stewart, in the small town of Pokenberry Falls.

Donna Barclay is the oldest child and only 
daughter. As a child, she was prone to complain 
and was always trying to keep up with her friends’ 
drama. Donna was constantly irritated by her 
younger brother, Jimmy. As she grew older, drama 
often surfaced from her preoccupation with boys, 
much to her father’s chagrin. Now a young woman 
and finished with school, Donna has matured and 
mellowed greatly—though every once in a while  
the old Donna still comes through.

The Barclays  are Odyssey’s “first family” and the focus of many of the early episodes, standing in for  
the “everyman” nuclear family concept of many American homes. Later, George, the head of the 
family, was let go from his job and then felt the call to pastoral ministry. Soon after, the family would  
move away from Odyssey to a small town in need of a pastor, where they’ve lived ever since.

Get to know Donna & Jimmy:
Ep. 99 - “The Barclay Family Ski Vacation”
Ep. 109 - “Two Sides to Every Story”
Ep. 132 - “Thanksgiving at home”
Ep. 192 - “Modesty is the Best Policy”
Ep. 300 - “Preacher’s Kid”
Ep. 535 - “Living in the Gray, Parts 1-2” 

EPISODES:
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The next day

Isn’t he  
great, Dad?

Connie, 
this is gonna 

be good.

Huh. 
So you’re 

keeping that 
goatee, 
Jimmy?

You 
“don’t think 
it’s going to 
work out?”

If I let Derek 
lead worship the way he did 

earlier today, half our church 
members probably wouldn’t 

make it out alive!

We have a 
very traditional 

(and elderly) 
congregation!

Now 
you’re just  

being 
mean.

But you’ve 
got to see that 

Derek’s style just 
isn’t compatible  
with where our 

church is at right 
now.

I’m–I’m 
sorry, honey.  

That was 
rude.

Donna, I’ve been 
to quieter rock 

concerts!

What 
do you  
mean?

He’s 
perfect!

I just don’t 
think your fiance is 
a good fit for our 
worship pastor, 

that’s all.

’

Perf–?!

That AfternoonLater that night...

your 
last name 
is Barclay 

too?

What 
are the 
chances 
of that?

So you 
guys met out 
in California?

Do you 
have a job 
lined up 

already?

That’s 
great, 
Derek!

I could 
be the worship 

Pastor at 
George’s 
church!

Wait–

it’s 
“Barkley,”  
with a “K” 
and an “E.”

Heh,

Um...

We think  
it’s weird 

too.

wow!

Yeah!
Derek just 

graduated with a 
degree in Worship 

Ministry.

Honey, when 
were you going 

to tell me  
about Derek 

wanting to lead 
worship at the 

church?

But the 
church has  

been growing.  
You don’t even 
have to work  
your second  

and third jobs 
 anymore.

I’m sorry,  
Dad, I guess 

I didn’t  
think that 
would be a 

shock…

But Donna, 
do you really 

want to?

Places that 
could give you 
both a better 

head start.

A “fellow 
adult,”  
huh?

Please  
dad?

there are a 
lot of better 

places to 
start out than 

Pokenberry 
Falls.

I want to 
spend some 

time with 
Stewart— 
and with  
you and  
Mom, you  
know, as a 

fellow  
adult.

Dad, school’s had me on the other 
side of the country for years.

I mean, I’d 
like to live 

near you and 
mom…

you know 
we’re a small 
congregation 

and–

that’s 
wonderful 

to hear,  
honey, but…

actually, Donna 
and I were hoping 
that after we get 

married, 

What?

That’s…

Well…

Yeah, 
and Derek is 

really excited 
to be here.


