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I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  T H E  M E S S A G E 
S T U D E N T  D E V O T I O N A L  B I B L E

Let’s start with this:� The Bible is a really old book. Really, really old. Ancient, even. Which 
is one reason some people ask, “Why should I bother reading the Bible anyway?”

That’s a totally fair question. After all, how many other ancient books do you read 
(besides the ones assigned in school)? Probably not many.

But we believe that the Bible is the most important—and most amazing—book you will 
ever read because it’s so much more than just a book. It’s actually a collection of books, 
written by many different people over hundreds of years with lots of different styles and 
voices, that all together tell one cosmic story of God, the world, humanity, how things were 
meant to be, how things went wrong, and how God personally stepped into the mess to 
make things right.

So even though the Bible is an ancient book, the story it tells isn’t outdated and will 
never be outdated, because God doesn’t change, human nature doesn’t change, and the 
basic questions that people ask don’t change, like these:

Who is God?
What does God have to do with me?
Why is the world such a mess?
Is there hope for the world?
How can I make a difference?
Does my life even matter?
And what about me? Do I  matter?

A clarification we should make: The Bible does include a few things that are outdated, 
like the names of certain towns, the types of money different groups of people used, some 
cultural laws that were just for a specific time and place, and certain religious practices 
in the Old Testament you’ll go on to see that Jesus fulfilled during his lifetime. But you’ll 
recognize those if you read carefully and thoughtfully. Don’t let them distract or bother you. 
The central story and message of the Bible are clear for anyone with listening ears, an open 
heart, and an attentive mind.

The most beautiful and compelling thing about the Bible, even the parts that were writ-
ten before Jesus was born and the parts describing what happened after Jesus left the earth, 
is that it all points to him—the king of kings, who shows us the heart of God, rescues us from 
sin, and makes a way for us to have meaningful lives, starting here and now, in relationship 
with him.

The Bible tells a complete story that runs from Creation (Genesis) to new creation (Reve-
lation). It doesn’t include every detail of the story—in fact, John 21:25 says that the world 

page A7
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couldn’t hold all the books it would take for that—but it does include all the things we need 
in order to meet, know, and follow the one true God.

The Bible tells an honest story that doesn’t avoid or try to clean up all the dark and ugly 
parts of real history and real people. It’s obvious that this isn’t a made-up story. Made-up 
stories are sanitized and spiffed-up. Not the Bible. It’s gritty and raw and real.

The Bible tells a clear story that, even if sometimes confusing in small details, is never 
confusing about the big picture and eternal truth. Thousands of years after it was written, 
the Bible’s imagery and messages still make sense.

The Bible tells a compelling story that draws readers into its surprising turns of events, 
its portrayal of God’s shocking love for people, and its upside-down point of view that 
exposes the world’s foolishness for what it really is.

And the Bible tells a true story that we can trust even as we wrestle with it, believe even 
as we work to understand it, and follow even as it invites us into a life that is totally counter 
to what current culture and the world offer.

So we invite you to read the Bible—not in snippets or sound bites, but in chunks that 
are big enough to teach you, challenge you, and ultimately transform you as its words start 
to read you back, because that’s how powerful and alive this amazing book is.

Those of us who developed this Bible prayed for you as we worked on it. We might not 
know you by name, but everyone on the team loves Jesus, loves students, and wants you 
to know deeply how valuable you are. The God who lovingly and intentionally created you 
wants to meet you in these pages.

MARK OESTREICHER, founder of The Youth Cartel, author of more than seventy books,  
and frequent speaker to teenagers, youth workers, and parents

CRYSTAL KIRGISS, PhD, director of discipleship content for Young Life,  
author, and speaker to both teenagers and adults

. . . and the rest of  The Message Student Devotional Bible team
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H O W  T O  G E T  T H E  M O S T  O U T  O F  T H E 
M E S S A G E  S T U D E N T  D E V O T I O N A L  B I B L E

An amazing pastor, author, and poet � named Eugene Peterson spent years translating The 
Message, this version of the Bible. Eugene was passionate about helping people of all ages 
engage with Scripture, and he believed (like the rest of us on the team who created this 
student devotional Bible) that, since the Bible is God’s primary way of communicating with 
us, we will grow and learn and live our best lives when we read the Bible.

Throughout history, Christians who wanted to live the fullness of life that Jesus prom-
ises us (see John 10:10) have developed regular practices (or habits) of Bible reading.

With all that in mind, here’s a little road map of what you’ll find in these pages . . .

THE BIBLE ITSELF. This is kind of obvious, right? But we wanted to call it out: The point 
of all this isn’t to create additional stuff you’ll read while skipping reading the actual Bible. 
If you skip all the stuff we created and only read the Bible parts, we will still be very, very 
happy about it. That’s first and foremost. Our additional words are not the living Word of 
God; the Bible is.

SECTION INTRODUCTIONS. When reading the Bible, it’s helpful to understand what the 
context and intent are for the various sections it’s organized into. In order to help you with 
that, you’ll find six section introductions created by our team that’ll help give you some 
background and landmarks for what each section looks like.

BOOK INTRODUCTIONS. The Bible is for you, but it wasn’t originally written to you. To get 
the most out of your reading, it’s helpful to know who wrote a book of the Bible, who their 
original audience was, and the context for writing. That’s why we’ve created short book 
introductions for each of the Bible books (and in a few cases, groups of books). Other than 
the actual words of Scripture, these might be the next most important thing for you to read.

DEVOTIONS. You’ll find 320 devotions spread throughout this Bible. These are intended 
to help you understand and reflect on God’s story and what it means for your life. You’ll 
notice that along with each devo there are three questions. The Bible itself encourages us to 
meditate on (think about) Scripture, and that’s what these questions are designed to help 
you do. Each devotion has three questions that follow a pattern: (1) a content question, 
(2) an understanding question, and (3) an application question. Even though they’re num-
bered, the questions in these devos float around on the page. Feel free to go through them 
sequentially (1, then 2, then 3) or to just start with the question that gets your mind going 
the fastest. And with all the devotions, you are welcome to work through them in order or 
jump around—whatever you sense would be helpful to you.
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Like we said, the devotions are spread throughout this Bible. That’s a lot of pages! We 
tried to make them easier for you to find in a couple of ways:

•	 Each devotion addresses a specific passage of Scripture. When you see the verse 
numbers of a Bible passage in a shaded box, that’s a signal to you that a devotion on 
that passage is nearby. The first verses of the featured passage are the ones that are 
shaded, so read the passage, then turn to the devotion.

•	 In case you like to read the devotional entries first—or if you just like to know in 
advance what’s coming—the “Index of Devotional Entries” provides a complete list 
in the order they appear. It’s broken down by Bible book, so you’ll find it to be a good 
road map for your next journey. You can even use the index as a checklist to make 
sure you get to each devotion!

CHARACTER STUDIES. We’ve often found that the people of the Bible have as much for us 
as the truths and teachings of the Bible. So, as something of a bonus, there are thirty char-
acter studies (fifteen women and fifteen men) at the back of this Bible. They can function 
like an alternate set of devotions since each also has questions for your reflection.

OTHER HELPFUL STUFF AT THE BACK. Finally, there are a few other helpful things—like 
a topical index and some maps of the biblical world—at the very back end.

We hope you’re excited to dive into these pages—God is excited to meet you there.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  T H E  M E S S A G E

Reading is the first thing, � just reading the Bible. As we read we enter a new world of words 
and find ourselves in on a conversation in which God has the first and last words. We soon 
realize that we are included in the conversation. We didn’t expect this. But this is precisely 
what generation after generation of Bible readers do find: The Bible is not only written 
about us but to us. In these pages we become insiders to a conversation in which God uses 
words to form and bless us, to teach and guide us, to forgive and save us.

We aren’t used to this. We are used to reading books that explain things, or tell us what 
to do, or inspire or entertain us. But this is different. This is a world of revelation: God 
revealing to people just like us—men and women created in God’s image—how God works 
and what is going on in this world in which we find ourselves. At the same time that God 
reveals all this, God draws us in by invitation and command to participate in God’s working 
life. We gradually (or suddenly) realize that we are insiders in the most significant action 
of our time as God establishes his grand rule of love and justice on this earth (as it is in 
heaven). “Revelation” means that we are reading something we couldn’t have guessed or 
figured out on our own. Revelation is what makes the Bible unique.

And so just reading this Bible, The Message, and listening to what we read, is the first 
thing. There will be time enough for study later on. But first, it is important simply to read, 
leisurely and thoughtfully. We need to get a feel for the way these stories and songs, these 
prayers and conversations, these sermons and visions, invite us into this large, large world 
in which the invisible God is behind and involved in everything visible and illuminates 
what it means to live here—really live, not just get across the street. As we read, and the 
longer we read, we begin to “get it”—we are in conversation with God. We find ourselves 
listening and answering in matters that most concern us: who we are, where we came from, 
where we are going, what makes us tick, the texture of the world and the communities we 
live in, and—most of all—the incredible love of God among us, doing for us what we cannot 
do for ourselves.

Through reading the Bible, we see that there is far more to the world, more to us, more 
to what we see and more to what we don’t see—more to everything!—than we had ever 
dreamed, and that this “more” has to do with God.

This is new for many of us, a different sort of book—a book that reads us even as we read 
it. We are used to picking up and reading books for what we can get out of them: informa-
tion we can use, inspiration to energize us, instructions on how to do something or other, 
entertainment to while away a rainy day, wisdom that will guide us into living better. These 
things can and do take place when reading the Bible, but the Bible is given to us in the first 
place simply to invite us to make ourselves at home in the world of God, God’s Word and 
world, and become familiar with the way God speaks and the ways in which we answer him 
with our lives.
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d d d

Our reading turns up some surprises. The biggest surprise for many is how accessible this 
book is to those who simply open it up and read it. Virtually anyone can read this Bible with 
understanding. The reason that new translations are made every couple of generations or 
so is to keep the language of the Bible current with the common speech we use, the very 
language in which it was first written. We don’t have to be smart or well-educated to under-
stand it, for it is written in the words and sentences we hear in the marketplace, on school 
playgrounds, and around the dinner table. Because the Bible is so famous and revered, 
many assume that we need experts to explain and interpret it for us—and, of course, there 
are some things that need to be explained. But the first men and women who listened to 
these words now written in our Bibles were ordinary, everyday, working-class people. One 
of the greatest of the early translators of the Bible into English, William Tyndale, said that 
he was translating so that the “boy that driveth the plough” would be able to read the 
Scriptures.

One well-educated African man, who later became one of the most influential Bible 
teachers in our history (Augustine), was greatly offended when he first read the Bible. 
Instead of a book cultivated and polished in the literary style he admired so much, he found 
it full of homespun, earthy stories of plain, unimportant people. He read it in a Latin trans-
lation full of slang and jargon. He took one look at what he considered the “unspiritual” 
quality of so many of its characters and the everydayness of Jesus, and he contemptuously 
abandoned it. It was years before he realized that God had not taken the form of a sophisti-
cated intellectual to teach us about highbrow heavenly culture so we could appreciate the 
finer things of God. When he saw that God entered our lives as a Jewish servant in order to 
save us from our sins, he started reading the book gratefully and believingly.

Some are also surprised that Bible reading does not introduce us to a “nicer” world. 
This biblical world is decidedly not an ideal world, the kind we see advertised in travel 
posters. Suffering and injustice and ugliness are not purged from the world in which God 
works and loves and saves. Nothing is glossed over. God works patiently and deeply, but 
often in hidden ways, in the mess of our humanity and history. Ours is not a neat and tidy 
world in which we are assured that we can get everything under our control. This takes 
considerable getting used to—there is mystery everywhere. The Bible does not give us a 
predictable cause-effect world in which we can plan our careers and secure our futures. It 
is not a dream world in which everything works out according to our adolescent expecta-
tions—there is pain and poverty and abuse at which we cry out in indignation, “You can’t 
let this happen!” For most of us it takes years and years and years to exchange our dream 
world for this real world of grace and mercy, sacrifice and love, freedom and joy—the God-
saved world.

Yet another surprise is that the Bible does not flatter us. It is not trying to sell us any-
thing that promises to make life easier. It doesn’t offer secrets to what we often think of as 
prosperity or pleasure or high adventure. The reality that comes into focus as we read the 
Bible has to do with what God is doing in a saving love that includes us and everything we 
do. This is quite different from what our sin-stunted and culture-cluttered minds imagine. 
But our Bible reading does not give us access to a mail-order catalog of idols from which we 
can pick and choose to satisfy our fantasies. The Bible begins with God speaking creation 
and us into being. It continues with God entering into personalized and complex relation-
ships with us, helping and blessing us, teaching and training us, correcting and disciplin-
ing us, loving and saving us. This is not an escape from reality but a plunge into more 
reality—a sacrificial but altogether better life all the way.
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d d d

God doesn’t force any of this on us: God’s Word is personal address, inviting, commanding, 
challenging, rebuking, judging, comforting, directing—but not forcing. Not coercing. We are 
given space and freedom to answer, to enter the conversation. For more than anything else 
the Bible invites our participation in the work and language of God.

As we read, we find that there is a connection between the Word Read and the Word 
Lived. Everything in this book is live-able. Many of us find that the most important question 
we ask as we read is not “What does it mean?” but “How can I live it?” So we read person-
ally, not impersonally. We read in order to live our true selves, not just get information that 
we can use to raise our standard of living. Bible reading is a means of listening to and obey-
ing God, not gathering religious data by which we can be our own gods.

You are going to hear stories in this book that will take you out of your preoccupation 
with yourself and into the spacious freedom in which God is working the world’s salvation. 
You are going to come across words and sentences that stab you awake to a beauty and hope 
that will connect you with your real life.

Be sure to answer.
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THE BOOKS 
OF MOSES
SOME OF THE MOST BELOVED EPIC STORIES� of the Bible are in the Pentateuch—the 
fancy name for the Books of Moses, the first five books of the Old Testament. So are some 
of the most neglected parts of the Bible, maybe overlooked because they feel so ancient 
and strange to us.

But the Pentateuch lays the foundation for the full story of Scripture. It doesn’t need to 
be read first (in some ways, it’s much easier to read and understand if it’s not read first), 
but it does need to be read because it paves the way for the outrageous story of Jesus 
Christ.

Long before he was born in Bethlehem, clothed in human skin, whispers of the 
eternal Son of God are seen all throughout these five books in stories, songs, poems, 
and even laws. Creation. Correction. Mercy. Rescue. Redemption. Guidance. Love. Hope. 
Faithfulness. Worship. It’s all here in the Pentateuch, waiting to be discovered and 
experienced.

Come to these books with an open heart and mind. Look for God’s saving story already 
taking shape in the lives of ancient people who often made terrible choices when they 
didn’t remember who they were—God’s creation, God’s people, God’s family, God’s 
children—and whom they belonged to. Their story is our story, linked across time and 
space through Jesus.

page 3 
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G E N E S I S
If you and I make something,� we use our 
imagination, time, space, and preexisting 
materials. We never make anything 
out of nothing. Imagine someone doing 
that! That’s what God did: God made 
everything—including time and space—
from nothing.

Sometimes we spend so much time 
arguing and nitpicking about certain 
understandings of the Creation story 
that we miss the main point: God created 
everything—out of nothing. And God did 
it in such a way that creation continues to 
grow and re-create.

This creation and re-creation were all 
part of God’s loving intention. You might 
even think of Genesis as our origin story. 
Certainly, Genesis shows us truths about 
God, God’s character, and God’s desires.

There’s also an invitation embedded 
in this book: You are invited to be a 
co-creator.

We all create stuff all the time, good 
and bad (we see lots of both in the stories 
of the people in Genesis). God is inviting 
you to play an active and intentional 
role in this ongoing creation. We can be 
God’s partners in the continuous work of 
bringing forth God’s loving and creative 
dreams for this world.
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HEAVEN AND EARTH

1 ​First this: God created the Heavens and Earth—​all you see, all you don’t see. Earth 
was a soup of nothingness, a bottomless emptiness, an inky blackness. God’s Spirit 

brooded like a bird above the watery abyss.

God spoke: “Light!”
And light appeared.

God saw that light was good
and separated light from dark.

God named the light Day,
he named the dark Night.

It was evening, it was morning—
Day One.

God spoke: “Sky! In the middle of the waters;
separate water from water!”

God made sky.
He separated the water under sky

from the water above sky.
And there it was:

he named sky the Heavens;
It was evening, it was morning—
Day Two.

God spoke: “Separate!
Water-​beneath-​Heaven, gather into one place;

Land, appear!”
And there it was.

God named the land Earth.
He named the pooled water Ocean.

God saw that it was good.

God spoke: “Earth, green up! Grow all varieties
of seed-​bearing plants,

Every sort of fruit-​bearing tree.”
And there it was.

Earth produced green seed-​bearing plants,
all varieties,

And fruit-​bearing trees of all sorts.
God saw that it was good.

It was evening, it was morning—
Day Three.

God spoke: “Lights! Come out!
Shine in Heaven’s sky!

1-2
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Separate Day from Night.
Mark seasons and days and years,

Lights in Heaven’s sky to give light to Earth.”
And there it was.

God made two big lights, the larger
to take charge of Day,

The smaller to be in charge of Night;
and he made the stars.

God placed them in the heavenly sky
to light up Earth

And oversee Day and Night,
to separate light and dark.

God saw that it was good.
It was evening, it was morning—
Day Four.

God spoke: “Swarm, Ocean, with fish and all  
sea life!

Birds, fly through the sky over Earth!”
God created the huge whales,

all the swarm of life in the waters,
And every kind and species of flying birds.

God saw that it was good.
God blessed them: “Prosper! Reproduce! Fill Ocean!

Birds, reproduce on Earth!”
It was evening, it was morning—
Day Five.

God spoke: “Earth, generate life! Every sort and kind:
cattle and reptiles and wild animals—​all kinds.”

And there it was:
wild animals of every kind,

Cattle of all kinds, every sort of reptile and bug.
God saw that it was good.

God spoke: “Let us make human beings in our image,  
make them

reflecting our nature
So they can be responsible for the fish in the sea,

the birds in the air, the cattle,
And, yes, Earth itself,

and every animal that moves on the face of Earth.”
God created human beings;

he created them godlike,
Reflecting God’s nature.

He created them male and female.
God blessed them:

“Prosper! Reproduce! Fill Earth! Take charge!
Be responsible for fish in the sea and birds in the air,

for every living thing that moves on the face of Earth.”
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THE DEEPEST TRUTH ABO
UT YO

U

What part of this passage captures your imagination?

How do God’s 
instructions to the 
first humans help 
you understand 
what it means 
to reflect God’s 
nature?

How do you see 
God’s nature 
reflected in your 
personality?

GENESIS 
1:26-31

When it comes to humanity, our 
beginning is good. In this passage 
we see that God creates humans in a 
way that reflects God’s nature. And, 
to make sure we don’t get too far off 
track, the end of this passage says 
that God looks over everything God 
has made and that it is very good! 
That means that before humans 
did anything, before humans were 
anything, we reflected God’s nature, 
and so we were, at the heart of it, 
very good. Some rabbis suggest 
that uncovering those parts of us 
that reflect God’s nature is the basic 
purpose of the spiritual life.
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Then God said, “I’ve given you
every sort of seed-​bearing plant on Earth

And every kind of fruit-​bearing tree,
given them to you for food.

To all animals and all birds,
everything that moves and breathes,

I give whatever grows out of the ground for food.”
And there it was.

God looked over everything he had made;
it was so good, so very good!

It was evening, it was morning—
Day Six.

2 ​Heaven and Earth were finished,
down to the last detail.

By the seventh day
God had finished his work.

On the seventh day
he rested from all his work.

God blessed the seventh day.
He made it a Holy Day

Because on that day he rested from his work,
all the creating God had done.

This is the story of how it all started,
of Heaven and Earth when they were created.

ADAM AND EVE
At the time God made Earth and Heaven, before any grasses or shrubs had sprouted from 
the ground—God hadn’t yet sent rain on Earth, nor was there anyone around to work 
the ground (the whole Earth was watered by underground springs)—God formed Man 
out of dirt from the ground and blew into his nostrils the breath of life. The Man came 
alive—​a living soul!

Then God planted a garden in Eden, in the east. He put the Man he had just made in 
it. God made all kinds of trees grow from the ground, trees beautiful to look at and good 
to eat. The Tree-​of-​Life was in the middle of the garden, also the Tree-​of-​Knowledge-​of-​
Good-​and-​Evil.

A river flows out of Eden to water the garden and from there divides into four rivers. 
The first is named Pishon; it flows through Havilah where there is gold. The gold of this 
land is good. The land is also known for a sweet-​scented resin and the onyx stone. The 
second river is named Gihon; it flows through the land of Cush. The third river is named 
Hiddekel and flows east of Assyria. The fourth river is the Euphrates.

God took the Man and set him down in the Garden of Eden to work the ground and 
keep it in order.

God commanded the Man, “You can eat from any tree in the garden, except from the 
Tree-​of-​Knowledge-​of-​Good-​and-​Evil. Don’t eat from it. The moment you eat from that 
tree, you’re dead.”

God said, “It’s not good for the Man to be alone; I’ll make him a helper, a compan-
ion.” So God formed from the dirt of the ground all the animals of the field and all 
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WALKING 

SID
E 

BY
 S

ID
E

What do you 
notice about 

the search for 
a companion in 

this passage?

What do you think 
“become one flesh” 
(Genesis 2:24) means?

Who are the 
people who act 
as companions 

in your life?

GENESIS 
2:18-25

In this passage, we read about how 
God creates another human and 
gives us one of our greatest gifts: 
human relationship. God creates this 
second human from a specific bone: 
the rib. That bone is an important 
symbol—God doesn’t create the 
second human from the head bone 
to rule over the first human or from 
the foot bone to be ruled by them. 
God uses the rib bone, from the side 
of the first human, so that the two 
can walk side by side as companions. 
God creates another person to be a 
partner in life for the first.
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A GO
D W

HO
 CARES 

FOR BROKEN 

PE
O

PL
E

What is the most 
comforting part of 

Genesis 3 for you?

How does what 
the serpent says 
change Eve’s mind?

What is one 
way God 

has cared 
for you this 
past week?

GENESIS 3

Adam and Eve’s experience of sin is 
something we can all relate to: Sin 
makes us feel shame; shame makes 
us hide. And sin has consequences 
that go further than we expect. 
Here we see that the sin of the first 
humans doesn’t just hurt them 
individually—it messes up their 
relationships with each other, with 
God, and with the earth itself. At the 
same time, we see that God does not 
abandon them. In fact, God cares 
for them by creating clothing and 
helping them deal with their shame. 
God does this even while explaining 
the consequences of their sin.
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the birds of the air. He brought them to the Man to see what he would name them. 
Whatever the Man called each living creature, that was its name. The Man named the 
cattle, named the birds of the air, named the wild animals; but he didn’t find a suit-
able companion.

God put the Man into a deep sleep. As he slept he removed one of his ribs and replaced 
it with flesh. God then used the rib that he had taken from the Man to make Woman and 
presented her to the Man.

The Man said,
“Finally! Bone of my bone,

flesh of my flesh!
Name her Woman

for she was made from Man.”
Therefore a man leaves his father and mother and embraces his wife. They 

become one flesh.
The two of them, the Man and his Wife, were naked, but they felt no shame.

3 ​The serpent was clever, more clever than any wild animal God had made. He 
spoke to the Woman: “Do I understand that God told you not to eat from any tree 

in the garden?”
The Woman said to the serpent, “Not at all. We can eat from the trees in the garden. 

It’s only about the tree in the middle of the garden that God said, ‘Don’t eat from it; 
don’t even touch it or you’ll die.’”

The serpent told the Woman, “You won’t die. God knows that the moment you eat from 
that tree, you’ll see what’s really going on. You’ll be just like God, knowing everything, 
ranging all the way from good to evil.”

When the Woman saw that the tree looked like good eating and realized what she 
would get out of it—she’d know everything!—​she took and ate the fruit and then gave 
some to her husband, and he ate.

Immediately the two of them did “see what’s really going on”—​saw themselves naked! 
They sewed fig leaves together as makeshift clothes for themselves.

When they heard the sound of God strolling in the garden in the evening breeze, the 
Man and his Wife hid in the trees of the garden, hid from God.

God called to the Man: “Where are you?”
He said, “I heard you in the garden and I was afraid because I was naked. And I hid.”
God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Did you eat from that tree I told you 

not to eat from?”
The Man said, “The Woman you gave me as a companion, she gave me fruit from the 

tree, and, yes, I ate it.”
God said to the Woman, “What is this that you’ve done?”
“The serpent seduced me,” she said, “and I ate.”

God told the serpent:
“Because you’ve done this, you’re cursed,

cursed beyond all cattle and wild animals,
Cursed to slink on your belly

and eat dirt all your life.
I’m declaring war between you and the Woman,

between your offspring and hers.
He’ll wound your head,

you’ll wound his heel.”

21-22

23-25

1

2-3

4-5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14-15

page 13 d  Genesis ﻿3

StudentDevotionalBible_MSG.indb   13StudentDevotionalBible_MSG.indb   13 4/23/2025   8:23:49 AM4/23/2025   8:23:49 AM



He told the Woman:
“I’ll multiply your pains in childbirth;

you’ll give birth to your babies in pain.
You’ll want to please your husband,

but he’ll lord it over you.”

He told the Man:
“Because you listened to your wife

and ate from the tree
That I commanded you not to eat from,

‘Don’t eat from this tree,’
The very ground is cursed because of you;

getting food from the ground
Will be as painful as having babies is for  

your wife;
you’ll be working in pain all your life long.

The ground will sprout thorns and weeds,
you’ll get your food the hard way,

Planting and tilling and harvesting,
sweating in the fields from dawn to dusk,

Until you return to that ground yourself, dead  
and buried;

you started out as dirt, you’ll end up dirt.”

The Man, known as Adam, named his wife Eve because she was the mother of all 
the living.

God made leather clothing for Adam and his wife and dressed them.
God said, “The Man has become like one of us, capable of knowing everything, rang-

ing from good to evil. What if he now should reach out and take fruit from the Tree-​of-​Life 
and eat, and live forever? Never—​this cannot happen!”

So God expelled them from the Garden of Eden and sent them to work the ground, 
the same dirt out of which they’d been made. He threw them out of the garden and 
stationed angel-​cherubim and a revolving sword of fire east of it, guarding the path to 
the Tree-​of-​Life.

4 ​Adam slept with Eve his wife. She conceived and had Cain. She said, “I’ve gotten a 
man, with God’s help!”

Then she had another baby, Abel. Abel was a herdsman and Cain a farmer.
Time passed. Cain brought an offering to God from the produce of his farm. Abel also 

brought an offering, but from the firstborn animals of his herd, choice cuts of meat. God 
liked Abel and his offering, but Cain and his offering didn’t get his approval. Cain lost 
his temper and went into a sulk.

God spoke to Cain: “Why this tantrum? Why the sulking? If you do well, won’t you be 
accepted? And if you don’t do well, sin is lying in wait for you, ready to pounce; it’s out 
to get you, you’ve got to master it.”

Cain had words with his brother. They were out in the field; Cain came at Abel his 
brother and killed him.

God said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?”
He said, “How should I know? Am I his babysitter?”
God said, “What have you done! The voice of your brother’s blood is calling to me 

from the ground. From now on you’ll get nothing but curses from this ground; you’ll be 
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BEGINNING 
TH

E O
F VIO

LENCE

What do you 
notice about the 

conversations Cain 
has with God?

Why do 
you think 
Cain kills 
Abel?

What’s one 
area where you 
want to stop 
comparing 
yourself to 
others and 
start growing 
into the unique 
person God 
has created 
you to be?

GENESIS 
4:1-16

Cain and Abel are the first siblings in 
the Bible, but Genesis 4 is not a cute 
passage about playful squabbles 
and brotherly love. In this section of 
Scripture, we see that God approves 
of Abel and his offering, but Cain 
and his offering don’t get God’s 
approval. Cain does not take this well. 
He loses his temper, sulks, ignores 
God’s words of wisdom, and fights 
with his brother. Then he kills Abel. 
This story of the Bible’s first family is 
marked with bitterness, jealousy, and 
violence. Cain is so focused on how 
God sees Abel that he completely 
loses sight of the kind of person God 
is calling him to be.
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driven from this ground that has opened its arms to receive the blood of your murdered 
brother. You’ll farm this ground, but it will no longer give you its best. You’ll be a home-
less wanderer on Earth.”

Cain said to God, “My punishment is too much. I can’t take it! You’ve thrown me off 
the land and I can never again face you. I’m a homeless wanderer on Earth and whoever 
finds me will kill me.”

God told him, “No. Anyone who kills Cain will pay for it seven times over.” God put a 
mark on Cain to protect him so that no one who met him would kill him.

Cain left the presence of God and lived in No-Man’s-​Land, east of Eden.
Cain slept with his wife. She conceived and had Enoch. He then built a city and named 

it after his son, Enoch.
Enoch had Irad,
Irad had Mehujael,
Mehujael had Methushael,
Methushael had Lamech.

Lamech married two wives, Adah and Zillah. Adah gave birth to Jabal, the ancestor 
of all who live in tents and herd cattle. His brother’s name was Jubal, the ancestor of 
all who play the lyre and flute. Zillah gave birth to Tubal-​Cain, who worked at the forge 
making bronze and iron tools. Tubal-Cain’s sister was Naamah.

Lamech said to his wives,
Adah and Zillah, listen to me;

you wives of Lamech, hear me out:
I killed a man for wounding me,

a young man who attacked me.
If Cain is avenged seven times,

for Lamech it’s seventy-​seven!

Adam slept with his wife again. She had a son whom she named Seth. She said, “God 
has given me another child in place of Abel whom Cain killed.” And then Seth had a son 
whom he named Enosh.

That’s when men and women began praying and worshiping in the name of God.

THE FAMILY TREE OF THE HUMAN RACE

5 ​This is the family tree of the human race: When God created the human race, he 
made it godlike, with a nature akin to God. He created both male and female and 

blessed them, the whole human race.
When Adam was 130 years old, he had a son who was just like him, his very spirit and 

image, and named him Seth. After the birth of Seth, Adam lived another 800 years, hav-
ing more sons and daughters. Adam lived a total of 930 years. And he died.

When Seth was 105 years old, he had Enosh. After Seth had Enosh, he lived another 
807 years, having more sons and daughters. Seth lived a total of 912 years. And he died.

When Enosh was ninety years old, he had Kenan. After he had Kenan, he lived another 
815 years, having more sons and daughters. Enosh lived a total of 905 years. And he died.

When Kenan was seventy years old, he had Mahalalel. After he had Mahalalel, he lived 
another 840 years, having more sons and daughters. Kenan lived a total of 910 years. 
And he died.

When Mahalalel was sixty-​five years old, he had Jared. After he had Jared, he lived 
another 830 years, having more sons and daughters. Mahalalel lived a total of 895 years. 
And he died.
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When Jared was 162 years old, he had Enoch. After he had Enoch, he lived another 
800 years, having more sons and daughters. Jared lived a total of 962 years. And he died.

When Enoch was sixty-​five years old, he had Methuselah. Enoch walked steadily 
with God. After he had Methuselah, he lived another 300 years, having more sons and 
daughters. Enoch lived a total of 365 years.

Enoch walked steadily with God. And then one day he was simply gone: God took him.
When Methuselah was 187 years old, he had Lamech. After he had Lamech, he lived 

another 782 years. Methuselah lived a total of 969 years. And he died.
When Lamech was 182 years old, he had a son. He named him Noah, saying, “This one 

will give us a break from the hard work of farming the ground that God cursed.” After 
Lamech had Noah, he lived another 595 years, having more sons and daughters. Lamech 
lived a total of 777 years. And he died.

When Noah was 500 years old, he had Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

GIANTS IN THE LAND

6 ​When the human race began to increase, with more and more daughters being born, 
the sons of God noticed that the daughters of men were beautiful. They looked them 

over and picked out wives for themselves.
Then God said, “I’m not going to breathe life into men and women endlessly. 

Eventually they’re going to die; from now on they can expect a life span of 120 years.”
This was back in the days (and also later) when there were giants in the land. The giants 

came from the union of the sons of God and the daughters of men. These were the mighty 
men of ancient lore, the famous ones.

NOAH AND HIS SONS
God saw that human evil was out of control. People thought evil, imagined evil—​evil, 
evil, evil from morning to night. God was sorry that he had made the human race in the 
first place; it broke his heart. God said, “I’ll get rid of my ruined creation, make a clean 
sweep: people, animals, snakes and bugs, birds—​the works. I’m sorry I made them.”

But Noah was different. God liked what he saw in Noah.

This is the story of Noah: Noah was a good man, a man of integrity in his community. 
Noah walked with God. Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

As far as God was concerned, the Earth had become a sewer; there was violence 
everywhere. God took one look and saw how bad it was, everyone corrupt and corrupting—​
life itself corrupt to the core.

God said to Noah, “It’s all over. It’s the end of the human race. The violence is everywhere; 
I’m making a clean sweep.

“Build yourself a ship from teakwood. Make rooms in it. Coat it with pitch inside and 
out. Make it 450 feet long, seventy-​five feet wide, and forty-​five feet high. Build a roof 
for it and put in a window eighteen inches from the top; put in a door on the side of the 
ship; and make three decks, lower, middle, and upper.

“I’m going to bring a flood on the Earth that will destroy everything alive under 
Heaven. Total destruction.

“But I’m going to establish a covenant with you: You’ll board the ship, and your sons, 
your wife and your sons’ wives will come on board with you. You are also to take two 
of each living creature, a male and a female, on board the ship, to preserve their lives 
with you: two of every species of bird, mammal, and reptile—​two of everything so as to 
preserve their lives along with yours. Also get all the food you’ll need and store it up for 
you and them.”

Noah did everything God commanded him to do.
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7 ​Next God said to Noah, “Now board the ship, you and all your family—​out of everyone 
in this generation, you’re the righteous one.

“Take on board with you seven pairs of every clean animal, a male and a female; 
one pair of every unclean animal, a male and a female; and seven pairs of every kind 
of bird, a male and a female, to insure their survival on Earth. In just seven days I will 
pour rain on Earth for forty days and forty nights. I’ll make a clean sweep of everything 
that I’ve made.”

Noah did everything God commanded him.
Noah was 600 years old when the floodwaters covered the Earth. Noah and his wife 

and sons and their wives boarded the ship to escape the flood. Clean and unclean ani-
mals, birds, and all the crawling creatures came in pairs to Noah and to the ship, male 
and female, just as God had commanded Noah. In seven days the floodwaters came.

It was the six-​hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth 
day of the month that it happened: all the underground springs erupted and all the win-
dows of Heaven were thrown open. Rain poured for forty days and forty nights.

That’s the day Noah and his sons Shem, Ham, and Japheth, accompanied by his wife 
and his sons’ wives, boarded the ship. And with them every kind of wild and domestic 
animal, right down to all the kinds of creatures that crawl and all kinds of birds and 
anything that flies. They came to Noah and to the ship in pairs—everything and anything 
that had the breath of life in it, male and female of every creature came just as God had 
commanded Noah. Then God shut the door behind him.

The flood continued forty days and the waters rose and lifted the ship high over the 
Earth. The waters kept rising, the flood deepened on the Earth, the ship floated on the 
surface. The flood got worse until all the highest mountains were covered—​the high-​
water mark reached twenty feet above the crest of the mountains. Everything died. 
Anything that moved—​dead. Birds, farm animals, wild animals, the entire teeming 
exuberance of life—​dead. And all people—​dead. Every living, breathing creature that 
lived on dry land died; he wiped out the whole works—people and animals, crawling 
creatures and flying birds, every last one of them, gone. Only Noah and his company on 
the ship lived.

The floodwaters took over for 150 days.

8 ​Then God turned his attention to Noah and all the wild animals and farm animals 
with him on the ship. God caused the wind to blow and the floodwaters began to go 

down. The underground springs were shut off, the windows of Heaven closed and the 
rain quit. Inch by inch the water lowered. After 150 days the worst was over.

On the seventeenth day of the seventh month, the ship landed on the Ararat mountain 
range. The water kept going down until the tenth month. On the first day of the tenth 
month the tops of the mountains came into view. After forty days Noah opened the 
window that he had built into the ship.

He sent out a raven; it flew back and forth waiting for the floodwaters to dry up. 
Then he sent a dove to check on the flood conditions, but it couldn’t even find a place 
to perch—​water still covered the Earth. Noah reached out and caught it, brought it back 
into the ship.

He waited seven more days and sent out the dove again. It came back in the evening 
with a freshly picked olive leaf in its beak. Noah knew that the flood was about finished.

He waited another seven days and sent the dove out a third time. This time it didn’t 
come back.

In the six-​hundred-​first year of Noah’s life, on the first day of the first month, the flood 
had dried up. Noah opened the hatch of the ship and saw dry ground. By the twenty-​
seventh day of the second month, the Earth was completely dry.
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God spoke to Noah: “Leave the ship, you and your wife and your sons and your sons’ 
wives. And take all the animals with you, the whole menagerie of birds and mammals 
and crawling creatures, all that swarming extravagance of life, so they can reproduce 
and flourish on the Earth.”

Noah disembarked with his sons and wife and his sons’ wives. Then all the animals, 
crawling creatures, birds—every creature on the face of the Earth—​left the ship family 
by family.

Noah built an altar to God. He selected clean animals and birds from every species 
and offered them as burnt offerings on the altar. God smelled the sweet fragrance and 
thought to himself, “I’ll never again curse the ground because of people. I know they 
have this bent toward evil from an early age, but I’ll never again kill off everything living 
as I’ve just done.

For as long as Earth lasts,
planting and harvest, cold and heat,

Summer and winter, day and night
will never stop.”

9 ​God blessed Noah and his sons: He said, “Prosper! Reproduce! Fill the Earth! Every 
living creature—​birds, animals, fish—​will fall under your spell and be afraid of 

you. You’re responsible for them. All living creatures are yours for food; just as I gave 
you the plants, now I give you everything else. Except for meat with its lifeblood still 
in it—don’t eat that.

“But your own lifeblood I will avenge; I will avenge it against both animals and 
other humans.

Whoever sheds human blood,
by humans let his blood be shed,

Because God made humans in his image
reflecting God’s very nature.

You’re here to bear fruit, reproduce,
lavish life on the Earth, live bountifully!”

Then God spoke to Noah and his sons: “I’m setting up my covenant with you includ-
ing your children who will come after you, along with everything alive around you—​
birds, farm animals, wild animals—​that came out of the ship with you. I’m setting up my 
covenant with you that never again will everything living be destroyed by floodwaters; 
no, never again will a flood destroy the Earth.”

God continued, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you 
and everything living around you and everyone living after you. I’m putting my rainbow 
in the clouds, a sign of the covenant between me and the Earth. From now on, when 
I form a cloud over the Earth and the rainbow appears in the cloud, I’ll remember my 
covenant between me and you and everything living, that never again will floodwaters 
destroy all life. When the rainbow appears in the cloud, I’ll see it and remember the 
eternal covenant between God and everything living, every last living creature on Earth.”

And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I’ve set up between me and 
everything living on the Earth.”

The sons of Noah who came out of the ship were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Ham was 
the father of Canaan. These are the three sons of Noah; from these three the whole Earth 
was populated.
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TEARING DO
W

N AND
 

BUILDING UP
GENESIS 

9:1-17

Have you ever felt like God has 
pushed the reset button on your 
life? It can feel like that when you’re 
forced to move, when a friend group 
breaks up, or when an injury pulls you 
away from an activity you love. The 
story of Noah is hard to read because 
we don’t usually like it when God 
tears things down. But Genesis 9 
shows us God’s heart for the world at 
large and for our individual stories. 
Sometimes God tears things down in 
our lives, but God’s purpose is always 
to build us up better than before.

Genesis 9:1-4 sounds a 
lot like Genesis 1:26-30. 

What differences do 
you notice between 

the two passages?

What does 
it mean that 
God sets up a 
covenant?

What in your life do you 
want God to build up 
better than before?
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Noah, a farmer, was the first to plant a vineyard. He drank from its wine, got drunk 
and passed out, naked in his tent. Ham, the father of Canaan, saw that his father was 
naked and told his two brothers who were outside the tent. Shem and Japheth took a 
cloak, held it between them from their shoulders, walked backward and covered their 
father’s nakedness, keeping their faces turned away so they did not see their father’s 
exposed body.

When Noah woke up with his hangover, he learned what his youngest son had done. 
He said,

Cursed be Canaan! A slave of slaves,
a slave to his brothers!

Blessed be God, the God of Shem,
but Canaan shall be his slave.

God prosper Japheth,
living spaciously in the tents of Shem.

But Canaan shall be his slave.

Noah lived another 350 years following the flood. He lived a total of 950 years. And 
he died.

THE FAMILY TREE OF NOAH’S SONS

10 ​This is the family tree of the sons of Noah: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. After the 
flood, they themselves had sons.

The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, Tiras.
The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, Togarmah.
The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, Rodanim. The seafaring peoples developed 

from these, each in its own place by family, each with its own language.

The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, Canaan.
The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, Sabteca.
The sons of Raamah: Sheba, Dedan.
Cush also had Nimrod. He was the first great warrior on Earth. He was a great hunter 

before God. There was a saying, “Like Nimrod, a great hunter before God.” His kingdom 
got its start with Babel; then Erech, Akkad, and Calneh in the country of Shinar. From 
there he went up to Asshur and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah, and Resen between 
Nineveh and the great city Calah.

Egypt was ancestor to the Ludim, the Anamim, the Lehabim, the Naphtuhim, the 
Pathrusim, the Casluhim (the origin of the Philistines), and the Kaphtorim.

Canaan had Sidon his firstborn, Heth, the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Girgashites, 
the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. 
Later the Canaanites spread out, going from Sidon toward Gerar, as far south as Gaza, 
and then east all the way over to Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, and on to Lasha.

These are the descendants of Ham by family, language, country, and nation.

Shem, the older brother of Japheth, also had sons. Shem was ancestor to all the chil-
dren of Eber.

The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram.
The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, Meshech.
Arphaxad had Shelah and Shelah had Eber. Eber had two sons, Peleg (so named be-

cause in his days the human race divided) and Joktan.
Joktan had Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, Obal, 
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Abimael, Sheba, Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab—​all sons of Joktan. Their land goes from 
Mesha toward Sephar as far as the mountain ranges in the east.

These are the descendants of Shem by family, language, country, and nation.

This is the family tree of the sons of Noah as they developed into nations. From them 
nations developed all across the Earth after the flood.

“GOD TURNED THEIR LANGUAGE INTO ‘BABBLE’”

11 ​At one time, the whole Earth spoke the same language. It so happened that as 
they moved out of the east, they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and 

settled down.
They said to one another, “Come, let’s make bricks and fire them well.” They used 

brick for stone and tar for mortar.
Then they said, “Come, let’s build ourselves a city and a tower that reaches Heaven. 

Let’s make ourselves famous so we won’t be scattered here and there across the Earth.”
God came down to look over the city and the tower those people had built.
God took one look and said, “One people, one language; why, this is only a first step. 

No telling what they’ll come up with next—they’ll stop at nothing! Come, we’ll go down 
and garble their speech so they won’t understand each other.” Then God scattered them 
from there all over the world. And they had to quit building the city. That’s how it came 
to be called Babel, because there God turned their language into “babble.” From there 
God scattered them all over the world.

d d d

This is the story of Shem. When Shem was 100 years old, he had Arphaxad. It was two 
years after the flood. After he had Arphaxad, he lived 500 more years and had other sons 
and daughters.

When Arphaxad was thirty-​five years old, he had Shelah. After Arphaxad had Shelah, 
he lived 403 more years and had other sons and daughters.

When Shelah was thirty years old, he had Eber. After Shelah had Eber, he lived 403 
more years and had other sons and daughters.

When Eber was thirty-​four years old, he had Peleg. After Eber had Peleg, he lived 430 
more years and had other sons and daughters.

When Peleg was thirty years old, he had Reu. After he had Reu, he lived 209 more years 
and had other sons and daughters.

When Reu was thirty-​two years old, he had Serug. After Reu had Serug, he lived 207 
more years and had other sons and daughters.

When Serug was thirty years old, he had Nahor. After Serug had Nahor, he lived 200 
more years and had other sons and daughters.

When Nahor was twenty-​nine years old, he had Terah. After Nahor had Terah, he lived 
119 more years and had other sons and daughters.

When Terah was seventy years old, he had Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

THE FAMILY TREE OF TERAH
This is the story of Terah. Terah had Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

Haran had Lot. Haran died before his father, Terah, in the country of his family, Ur of 
the Chaldees.

Abram and Nahor each got married. Abram’s wife was Sarai; Nahor’s wife was Milcah, 
the daughter of his brother Haran. Haran had two daughters, Milcah and Iscah.

Sarai was barren; she had no children.
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TO
O

 MUCH FAITH IN TECHNO
LO

GY

GENESIS 
11:1-9

You can spot a bit of shade being 
thrown in this passage if you read 
it carefully: Humans are building a 
tower so tall they claim it will reach 
heaven, but they are a long way off. In 
fact, it looks so small from where God 
is in heaven that God comes down in 
order to see it. This is often how we 
think about our accomplishments. 
We put too much faith in our own 
power, ability, and creations instead 
of focusing on God. We often treat 
our technology as if it’s the thing  
that will save us.

What do you 
notice about 

God’s interaction 
with people in 

this story?

What is the 
connection 
between 
humanity 
trusting 
their own 
technology 
and God 
garbling their 
speech?

Is there 
something 
in your life 
that you put 
too much 
trust in?
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Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot (Haran’s son), and Sarai his daughter-in-law 
(his son Abram’s wife) and set out with them from Ur of the Chaldees for the land of 
Canaan. But when they got as far as Haran, they settled down there.

Terah lived 205 years. He died in Haran.

ABRAM AND SARAI

12 ​God told Abram: “Leave your country, your family, and your father’s home for 
a land that I will show you.

I’ll make you a great nation
and bless you.

I’ll make you famous;
you’ll be a blessing.

I’ll bless those who bless you;
those who curse you I’ll curse.

All the families of the Earth
will be blessed through you.”

So Abram left just as God said, and Lot left with him. Abram was seventy-​five years 
old when he left Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai and his nephew Lot with him, along 
with all the possessions and people they had gotten in Haran, and set out for the land 
of Canaan and arrived safe and sound.

Abram passed through the country as far as Shechem and the Oak of Moreh. At that 
time the Canaanites occupied the land.

God appeared to Abram and said, “I will give this land to your children.” Abram built 
an altar at the place God had appeared to him.

He moved on from there to the hill country east of Bethel and pitched his tent between 
Bethel to the west and Ai to the east. He built an altar there and prayed to God.

Abram kept moving, steadily making his way south, to the Negev.

Then a famine came to the land. Abram went down to Egypt to live; it was a hard 
famine. As he drew near to Egypt, he said to his wife, Sarai, “Look. We both know that 
you’re a beautiful woman. When the Egyptians see you they’re going to say, ‘Aha! That’s 
his wife!’ and kill me. But they’ll let you live. Do me a favor: tell them you’re my sister. 
Because of you, they’ll welcome me and let me live.”

When Abram arrived in Egypt, the Egyptians took one look and saw that his wife was 
stunningly beautiful. Pharaoh’s princes raved over her to Pharaoh. She was taken to live 
with Pharaoh.

Because of her, Abram got along very well: he accumulated sheep and cattle, male 
and female donkeys, men and women servants, and camels. But God hit Pharaoh hard 
because of Abram’s wife Sarai; everybody in the palace got seriously sick.

Pharaoh called for Abram, “What’s this that you’ve done to me? Why didn’t you tell me 
that she’s your wife? Why did you say, ‘She’s my sister’ so that I’d take her as my wife? 
Here’s your wife back—​take her and get out!”

Pharaoh ordered his men to get Abram out of the country. They sent him and his wife 
and everything he owned on their way.

13 ​So Abram left Egypt and went back to the Negev, he and his wife and everything 
he owned, and Lot still with him. By now Abram was very rich, loaded with 

cattle and silver and gold.
He moved on from the Negev, camping along the way, to Bethel, the place he had 
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FATHER 

ABRAHAM

GENESIS 
12:1-9

Have you ever felt overwhelmed 
by something in your future? 
Abram (Abraham) must feel pretty 
overwhelmed at having to pick up 
his family and move so they can 
become what God calls “a great 
nation” (Genesis 12:2). The legend 
of “Father Abraham” starts right 
here. In the midst of moving his 
family across the region, at the 
onset of a huge responsibility he 
has been given, Abram stops and 
creates something physical—an 
altar—to remember that God is with 
him. When you feel overwhelmed 
by something big in your future, 
consider creating or coming back 
to something physical to help you 
remember that God is with you.

What do you 
think the 
hardest part 
of leaving 
home is for 
Abram?

How are “all the 
families of the 
Earth” (Genesis 12:3) 
eventually blessed 
through Abraham? 
(See Luke 1:46-55 
and Romans 4.)

What’s something 
you can make or 
use as a physical 

reminder that 
God is with you?
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first set up his tent between Bethel and Ai and built his first altar. Abram prayed there 
to God.

Lot, who was traveling with Abram, was also rich in sheep and cattle and tents. But 
the land couldn’t support both of them; they had too many possessions. They couldn’t 
both live there—​quarrels broke out between Abram’s shepherds and Lot’s shepherds. 
The Canaanites and Perizzites were also living on the land at the time.

Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not have fighting between us, between your shepherds and 
my shepherds. After all, we’re family. Look around. Isn’t there plenty of land out there? 
Let’s separate. If you go left, I’ll go right; if you go right, I’ll go left.”

Lot looked. He saw the whole plain of the Jordan spread out, well watered (this was 
before God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah), like God’s garden, like Egypt, and stretch-
ing all the way to Zoar. Lot took the whole plain of the Jordan. Lot set out to the east.

That’s how they came to part company, uncle and nephew. Abram settled in Canaan; 
Lot settled in the cities of the plain and pitched his tent near Sodom.

The people of Sodom were evil—​flagrant sinners against God.
After Lot separated from him, God said to Abram, “Open your eyes, look around. Look 

north, south, east, and west. Everything you see, the whole land spread out before you, I 
will give to you and your children forever. I’ll make your descendants like dust—​counting 
your descendants will be as impossible as counting the dust of the Earth. So—​on your feet, 
get moving! Walk through the country, its length and breadth; I’m giving it all to you.”

Abram moved his tent. He went and settled by the Oaks of Mamre in Hebron. There 
he built an altar to God.

d d d

14 ​Then this: Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Kedorlaomer king 
of Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim went off to war to fight Bera king of Sodom, 

Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the 
king of Bela, that is, Zoar.

This second group of kings, the attacked, came together at the Valley of Siddim, that 
is, the Salt Sea. They had been under the thumb of Kedorlaomer for twelve years. In the 
thirteenth year, they revolted.

In the fourteenth year, Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him set out and de-
feated the Rephaim in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh 
Kiriathaim, and the Horites in their hill country of Seir as far as El Paran on the far 
edge of the desert. On their way back they stopped at En Mishpat, that is, Kadesh, and 
conquered the whole region of the Amalekites as well as that of the Amorites who lived 
in Hazazon Tamar.

That’s when the king of Sodom marched out with the king of Gomorrah, the king of 
Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, that is, Zoar. They drew up in battle 
formation against their enemies in the Valley of Siddim—​against Kedorlaomer king of 
Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar, four 
kings against five.

The Valley of Siddim was full of tar pits. When the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah 
fled, they fell into the tar pits, but the rest escaped into the mountains. The four kings 
captured all the possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah, all their food and equipment, and 
went on their way. They captured Lot, Abram’s nephew who was living in Sodom at the 
time, taking everything he owned with them.

A fugitive came and reported to Abram the Hebrew. Abram was living at the Oaks of 
Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and Aner. They were allies of Abram. When Abram 
heard that his nephew had been taken prisoner, he lined up his servants, all of them 
born in his household—​there were 318 of them—​and chased after the captors all the way 
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to Dan. Abram and his men split into small groups and attacked by night. They chased 
them as far as Hobah, just north of Damascus. They recovered all the plunder along with 
nephew Lot and his possessions, including the women and the people.

After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and his allied kings, the king of 
Sodom came out to greet him in the Valley of Shaveh, the King’s Valley. Melchizedek, 
king of Salem, brought out bread and wine—​he was priest of The High God—​and 
blessed him:

Blessed be Abram by The High God,
Creator of Heaven and Earth.

And blessed be The High God,
who handed your enemies over to you.

Abram gave him a tenth of all the recovered plunder.
The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me back the people but keep all the plunder 

for yourself.”
But Abram told the king of Sodom, “I swear to God, The High God, Creator of Heaven 

and Earth, this solemn oath, that I’ll take nothing from you, not so much as a thread or 
a shoestring. I’m not going to have you go around saying, ‘I made Abram rich.’ Nothing 
for me other than what the young men ate and the share of the men who went with me, 
Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; they’re to get their share of the plunder.”

d d d

15 ​After all these things, this word of God came to Abram in a vision: “Don’t be 
afraid, Abram. I’m your shield. Your reward will be grand!”

Abram said, “God, Master, what use are your gifts as long as I’m childless and Eliezer 
of Damascus is going to inherit everything?” Abram continued, “See, you’ve given me 
no children, and now a mere house servant is going to get it all.”

Then God’s Message came: “Don’t worry, he won’t be your heir; a son from your body 
will be your heir.”

Then he took him outside and said, “Look at the sky. Count the stars. Can you do it? 
Count your descendants! You’re going to have a big family, Abram!”

And he believed! Believed God! God declared him “Set-​Right-​with-​God.”
God continued, “I’m the same God who brought you from Ur of the Chaldees and gave 

you this land to own.”
Abram said, “Master God, how am I to know this, that it will all be mine?”
God said, “Bring me a heifer, a goat, and a ram, each three years old, and a dove and 

a young pigeon.”
He brought all these animals to him, split them down the middle, and laid the halves 

opposite each other. But he didn’t split the birds. Vultures swooped down on the car-
casses, but Abram scared them off. As the sun went down a deep sleep overcame Abram 
and then a sense of dread, dark and heavy.

God said to Abram, “Know this: your descendants will live as outsiders in a land 
not theirs; they’ll be enslaved and beaten down for 400 years. Then I’ll punish their 
slave masters; your offspring will march out of there loaded with plunder. But not you; 
you’ll have a long and full life and die a good and peaceful death. Not until the fourth 
generation will your descendants return here; sin is still a thriving business among 
the Amorites.”

When the sun was down and it was dark, a smoking firepot and a flaming torch 
moved between the split carcasses. That’s when God made a covenant with Abram: “I’m 

17-20

21

22-24

1

2-3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10-12

13-16

17-21

page 27 d  Genesis 15

StudentDevotionalBible_MSG.indb   27StudentDevotionalBible_MSG.indb   27 4/23/2025   8:23:51 AM4/23/2025   8:23:51 AM



giving this land to your children, from the Nile River in Egypt to the River Euphrates in 
Assyria—​the country of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaim, 
Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites, and Jebusites.”

d d d

16 ​Sarai, Abram’s wife, hadn’t yet produced a child.
She had an Egyptian maid named Hagar. Sarai said to Abram, “God has not 

seen fit to let me have a child. Sleep with my maid. Maybe I can get a family from her.” 
Abram agreed to do what Sarai said.

So Sarai, Abram’s wife, took her Egyptian maid Hagar and gave her to her husband 
Abram as a wife. Abram had been living ten years in Canaan when this took place. He 
slept with Hagar and she got pregnant. When Hagar learned she was pregnant, she 
looked down on her mistress.

Sarai told Abram, “It’s all your fault that I’m suffering this abuse. I put my maid in bed 
with you and the minute she knows she’s pregnant, she treats me like I’m nothing. May 
God decide which of us is right.”

“You decide,” said Abram. “Your maid is your business.”
Sarai was abusive to Hagar and Hagar ran away.
An angel of God found her beside a spring in the desert; it was the spring on the road 

to Shur. He said, “Hagar, maid of Sarai, what are you doing here?”
She said, “I’m running away from Sarai my mistress.”
The angel of God said, “Go back to your mistress. Put up with her abuse.” He continued, 

“I’m going to give you a big family, children past counting.

From this pregnancy, you’ll get a son:  
Name him Ishmael;

for God heard you, God answered you.
He’ll be a bucking bronco of a man,

a real fighter, fighting and being fought,
Always stirring up trouble,

always at odds with his family.”

She answered God by name, praying to the God who spoke to her, “You’re the God 
who sees me!

“Yes! He saw me; and then I saw him!”
That’s how that desert spring got named “God-​Alive-​Sees-​Me Spring.” That spring is 

still there, between Kadesh and Bered.
Hagar gave Abram a son. Abram named him Ishmael. Abram was eighty-​six years old 

when Hagar gave him his son, Ishmael.

d d d

17 ​When Abram was ninety-​nine years old, God showed up and said to him, “I am 
The Strong God, live entirely before me, live to the hilt! I’ll make a covenant 

between us and I’ll give you a huge family.”
Overwhelmed, Abram fell flat on his face.
Then God said to him, “This is my covenant with you: You’ll be the father of many 

nations. Your name will no longer be Abram, but Abraham, meaning that ‘I’m making 
you the father of many nations.’ I’ll make you a father of fathers—I’ll make nations from 
you, kings will issue from you. I’m establishing my covenant between me and you, a 
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GO
D SEES

GENESIS 16
The Bible is full of more drama, 
complexity, and messiness than 
most reality TV shows, and Hagar’s 
story is a good example. She finds 
herself (by no choice of her own) 
in the middle of Sarai and Abram’s 
drama. Caught between an uncertain 
future and a dramatic, painful, and 
abusive past, she runs away to the 
desert—and God sees her. God 
sees her current situation and the 
potential of her future. While she is 
still feeling uncertain and unseen, 
God sees her. The same thing is true 
for you: When you feel uncertain or 
unseen, there is a God who sees you.

What details make 
Hagar, Sarai, and 
Abram’s situation 
complicated?

Why does 
Hagar’s tone 

change when 
she realizes 

she is seen  
by God?

How can knowing that God sees 
you change the way you think 

about difficult situations?
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covenant that includes your descendants, a covenant that goes on and on and on, a 
covenant that commits me to be your God and the God of your descendants. And I’m 
giving you and your descendants this land where you’re now just camping, this whole 
country of Canaan, to own forever. And I’ll be their God.”

God continued to Abraham, “And you: You will honor my covenant, you and your 
descendants, generation after generation. This is the covenant that you are to honor, 
the covenant that pulls in all your descendants: Circumcise every male. Circumcise by 
cutting off the foreskin of the penis; it will be the sign of the covenant between us. Every 
male baby will be circumcised when he is eight days old, generation after generation—​
this includes house-​born slaves and slaves bought from outsiders who are not blood 
kin. Make sure you circumcise both your own children and anyone brought in from the 
outside. That way my covenant will be cut into your body, a permanent mark of my 
permanent covenant. An uncircumcised male, one who has not had the foreskin of his 
penis cut off, will be cut off from his people—​he has broken my covenant.”

God continued speaking to Abraham, “And Sarai your wife: Don’t call her Sarai any 
longer; call her Sarah. I’ll bless her—​yes! I’ll give you a son by her! Oh, how I’ll bless 
her! Nations will come from her; kings of nations will come from her.”

Abraham fell flat on his face. And then he laughed, thinking, “Can a hundred-​year-​
old man father a son? And can Sarah, at ninety years, have a baby?”

Recovering, Abraham said to God, “Oh, keep Ishmael alive and well before you!”
But God said, “That’s not what I mean. Your wife, Sarah, will have a baby, a son. 

Name him Isaac (Laughter). I’ll establish my covenant with him and his descendants, a 
covenant that lasts forever.

“And Ishmael? Yes, I heard your prayer for him. I’ll also bless him; I’ll make sure he 
has plenty of children—​a huge family. He’ll father twelve princes; I’ll make him a great 
nation. But I’ll establish my covenant with Isaac whom Sarah will give you about this 
time next year.”

God finished speaking with Abraham and left.

Then Abraham took his son Ishmael and all his servants, whether houseborn or 
purchased—every male in his household—​and circumcised them, cutting off their fore-
skins that very day, just as God had told him.

Abraham was ninety-​nine years old when he was circumcised. His son Ishmael was 
thirteen years old when he was circumcised. Abraham and Ishmael were circumcised 
the same day together with all the servants of his household, those born there and those 
purchased from outsiders—​all were circumcised with him.

d d d

18 ​God appeared to Abraham at the Oaks of Mamre while he was sitting at the 
entrance of his tent. It was the hottest part of the day. He looked up and saw 

three men standing. He ran from his tent to greet them and bowed before them.
He said, “Master, if it please you, stop for a while with your servant. I’ll get some water 

so you can wash your feet. Rest under this tree. I’ll get some food to refresh you on your 
way, since your travels have brought you across my path.”

They said, “Certainly. Go ahead.”
Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. He said, “Hurry. Get three cups of our best 

flour; knead it and make bread.”
Then Abraham ran to the cattle pen and picked out a nice plump calf and gave it to 

the servant who lost no time getting it ready. Then he got curds and milk, brought them 
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with the calf that had been roasted, set the meal before the men, and stood there under 
the tree while they ate.

The men said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?”
He said, “In the tent.”
One of them said, “I’m coming back about this time next year. When I arrive, your wife 

Sarah will have a son.” Sarah was listening at the tent opening, just behind the man.
Abraham and Sarah were old by this time, very old. Sarah was far past the age for hav-

ing babies. Sarah laughed within herself, “An old woman like me? Get pregnant? With 
this old man of a husband?”

God said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh saying, ‘Me? Have a baby? An old woman 
like me?’ Is anything too hard for God? I’ll be back about this time next year and Sarah 
will have a baby.”

Sarah lied. She said, “I didn’t laugh,” because she was afraid.
But he said, “Yes you did; you laughed.”

d d d

When the men got up to leave, they set off for Sodom. Abraham walked with them to 
say good-​bye.

Then God said, “Shall I keep back from Abraham what I’m about to do? Abraham is 
going to become a large and strong nation; all the nations of the world are going to find 
themselves blessed through him. Yes, I’ve settled on him as the one to train his children 
and future family to observe God’s way of life, live kindly and generously and fairly, so 
that God can complete in Abraham what he promised him.”

God continued, “The cries of the victims in Sodom and Gomorrah are deafening; the 
sin of those cities is immense. I’m going down to see for myself, see if what they’re doing 
is as bad as it sounds. Then I’ll know.”

The men set out for Sodom, but Abraham stood in God’s path, blocking his way.
Abraham confronted him, “Are you serious? Are you planning on getting rid of the good 

people right along with the bad? What if there are fifty decent people left in the city; will 
you lump the good with the bad and get rid of the lot? Wouldn’t you spare the city for 
the sake of those fifty innocents? I can’t believe you’d do that, kill off the good and the 
bad alike as if there were no difference between them. Doesn’t the Judge of all the Earth 
judge with justice?”

God said, “If I find fifty decent people in the city of Sodom, I’ll spare the place just 
for them.”

Abraham came back, “Do I, a mere mortal made from a handful of dirt, dare open my 
mouth again to my Master? What if the fifty fall short by five—​would you destroy the city 
because of those missing five?”

He said, “I won’t destroy it if there are forty-​five.”
Abraham spoke up again, “What if you only find forty?”
“Neither will I destroy it if for forty.”
He said, “Master, don’t be irritated with me, but what if only thirty are found?”
“No, I won’t do it if I find thirty.”
He pushed on, “I know I’m trying your patience, Master, but how about for twenty?”
“I won’t destroy it for twenty.”
He wouldn’t quit, “Don’t get angry, Master—​this is the last time. What if you only come 

up with ten?”
“For the sake of only ten, I won’t destroy the city.”
When God finished talking with Abraham, he left. And Abraham went home.
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19 ​The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening. Lot was sitting at the city 
gate. He saw them and got up to welcome them, bowing before them and said, 

“Please, my friends, come to my house and stay the night. Wash up. You can rise early 
and be on your way refreshed.”

They said, “No, we’ll sleep in the street.”
But he insisted, wouldn’t take no for an answer; and they relented and went home with 

him. Lot fixed a hot meal for them and they ate.
Before they went to bed, men from all over the city of Sodom, young and old, 

descended on the house from all sides and boxed them in. They yelled to Lot, “Where 
are the men who are staying with you for the night? Bring them out so we can have our 
sport with them!”

Lot went out, barring the door behind him, and said, “Brothers, please, don’t be vile! 
Look, I have two daughters, virgins; let me bring them out; you can take your pleasure 
with them, but don’t touch these men—they’re my guests.”

They said, “Get lost! You drop in from nowhere and now you’re going to tell us how 
to run our lives. We’ll treat you worse than them!” And they charged past Lot to break 
down the door.

But the two men reached out and pulled Lot inside the house, locking the door. Then 
they struck blind the men who were trying to break down the door, both leaders and 
followers, leaving them groping in the dark.

The two men said to Lot, “Do you have any other family here? Sons, daughters—​
anybody in the city? Get them out of here, and now! We’re going to destroy this place. 
The outcries of victims here to God are deafening; we’ve been sent to blast this place 
into oblivion.”

Lot went out and warned the fiancés of his daughters, “Evacuate this place; God is 
about to destroy this city!” But his daughters’ would-​be husbands treated it as a joke.

At break of day, the angels pushed Lot to get going, “Hurry. Get your wife and two 
daughters out of here before it’s too late and you’re caught in the punishment of the 
city.”

Lot was dragging his feet. The men grabbed Lot’s arm, and the arms of his wife and 
daughters—God was so merciful to them!—​and dragged them to safety outside the city. 
When they had them outside, Lot was told, “Now run for your life! Don’t look back! Don’t 
stop anywhere on the plain—​run for the hills or you’ll be swept away.”

But Lot protested, “No, masters, you can’t mean it! I know that you’ve taken a lik-
ing to me and have done me an immense favor in saving my life, but I can’t run for the 
mountains—​who knows what terrible thing might happen to me in the mountains and 
leave me for dead. Look over there—​that town is close enough to get to. It’s a small town, 
hardly anything to it. Let me escape there and save my life—it’s a mere wide place in 
the road.”

“All right, Lot. If you insist. I’ll let you have your way. And I won’t stamp out the town 
you’ve spotted. But hurry up. Run for it! I can’t do anything until you get there.” That’s 
why the town was called Zoar, that is, Smalltown.

The sun was high in the sky when Lot arrived at Zoar.
Then God rained brimstone and fire down on Sodom and Gomorrah—​a river of lava 

from God out of the sky!—​and destroyed these cities and the entire plain and everyone 
who lived in the cities and everything that grew from the ground.

But Lot’s wife looked back and turned into a pillar of salt.
Abraham got up early the next morning and went to the place he had so recently stood 

with God. He looked out over Sodom and Gomorrah, surveying the whole plain. All he 
could see was smoke belching from the Earth, like smoke from a furnace.

And that’s the story: When God destroyed the Cities of the Plain, he was mindful 
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GENESIS 
19:1-29

Why do you 
think the 
men from 
Sodom act so 
aggressively?

What does it 
mean for you 
to embrace 
God’s mercy 
when you’re 
imperfectly 
faithful?

What does Lot 
try to do in this 

messed-up 
situation?

Lot may be more faithful to 
God than the rest of the people 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, but 
his instincts in this high-stakes 
situation are far from morally 
perfect! If you pay close attention, 
something you’ll notice in the 
Bible is that God tends to patiently 
walk with very imperfect people—
especially when those people are 
navigating tricky, dangerous, or 
faithless environments. Since God 
still operates that way today, you 
can trust God to patiently walk with 
you as you imperfectly navigate a 
world around you that can be pretty 
anti-faith. There was mercy for Lot, 
and there’s mercy for you, too.
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of Abraham and first got Lot out of there before he blasted those cities off the face of 
the Earth.

Lot left Zoar and went into the mountains to live with his two daughters; he was afraid 
to stay in Zoar. He lived in a cave with his daughters.

One day the older daughter said to the younger, “Our father is getting old and there’s 
not a man left in the country by whom we can get pregnant. Let’s get our father drunk 
with wine and lie with him. We’ll get children through our father—it’s our only chance 
to keep our family alive.”

They got their father drunk with wine that very night. The older daughter went and 
lay with him. He was oblivious, knowing nothing of what she did. The next morning 
the older said to the younger, “Last night I slept with my father. Tonight, it’s your turn. 
We’ll get him drunk again and then you sleep with him. We’ll both get a child through 
our father and keep our family alive.” So that night they got their father drunk again 
and the younger went in and slept with him. Again he was oblivious, knowing nothing 
of what she did.

Both daughters became pregnant by their father, Lot. The older daughter had a son 
and named him Moab, the ancestor of the present-​day Moabites. The younger daughter 
had a son and named him Ben-​Ammi, the ancestor of the present-​day Ammonites.

d d d

20 ​Abraham traveled from there south to the Negev and settled down between 
Kadesh and Shur. While he was camping in Gerar, Abraham said of his wife 

Sarah, “She’s my sister.”
So Abimelech, king of Gerar, sent for Sarah and took her. But God came to Abimelech 

in a dream that night and told him, “You’re as good as dead—​that woman you took, she’s 
a married woman.”

Now Abimelech had not yet slept with her, hadn’t so much as touched her. He said, 
“Master, would you kill an innocent man? Didn’t he tell me, ‘She’s my sister’? And didn’t 
she herself say, ‘He’s my brother’? I had no idea I was doing anything wrong when I 
did this.”

God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know your intentions were pure, that’s why I 
kept you from sinning against me; I was the one who kept you from going to bed with 
her. So now give the man’s wife back to him. He’s a prophet and will pray for you—​pray 
for your life. If you don’t give her back, know that it’s certain death both for you and 
everyone in your family.”

Abimelech was up first thing in the morning. He called all his house servants together 
and told them the whole story. They were shocked. Then Abimelech called in Abraham 
and said, “What have you done to us? What have I ever done to you that you would bring 
on me and my kingdom this huge offense? What you’ve done to me ought never to have 
been done.”

Abimelech went on to Abraham, “Whatever were you thinking of when you did 
this thing?”

Abraham said, “I just assumed that there was no fear of God in this place and that they’d 
kill me to get my wife. Besides, the truth is that she is my half sister; she’s my father’s 
daughter but not my mother’s. When God sent me out as a wanderer from my father’s 
home, I told her, ‘Do me a favor; wherever we go, tell people that I’m your brother.’”

Then Abimelech gave Sarah back to Abraham, and along with her sent sheep and 
cattle and servants, both male and female. He said, “My land is open to you; live wher-
ever you wish.”
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And to Sarah he said, “I’ve given your brother a thousand pieces of silver—​that clears 
you of even a shadow of suspicion before the eyes of the world. You’re vindicated.”

Then Abraham prayed to God and God healed Abimelech, his wife and his maid
servants, and they started having babies again. For God had shut down every womb in 
Abimelech’s household on account of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.

d d d

21 ​God visited Sarah exactly as he said he would; God did to Sarah what he promised: 
Sarah became pregnant and gave Abraham a son in his old age, and at the very 

time God had set. Abraham named him Isaac. When his son was eight days old, Abraham 
circumcised him just as God had commanded.

Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born.
Sarah said,

God has blessed me with laughter
and all who get the news will laugh with me!

She also said,

Whoever would have suggested to Abraham
that Sarah would one day nurse a baby!
Yet here I am! I’ve given the old man a son!

The baby grew and was weaned. Abraham threw a big party on the day Isaac was 
weaned.

One day Sarah saw the son that Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham, poking fun 
at her son Isaac. She told Abraham, “Get rid of this slave woman and her son. No child 
of this slave is going to share inheritance with my son Isaac!”

The matter gave great pain to Abraham—​after all, Ishmael was his son. But God spoke 
to Abraham, “Don’t feel badly about the boy and your maid. Do whatever Sarah tells you. 
Your descendants will come through Isaac. Regarding your maid’s son, be assured that 
I’ll also develop a great nation from him—he’s your son, too.”

Abraham got up early the next morning, got some food together and a canteen of 
water for Hagar, put them on her back and sent her away with the child. She wandered 
off into the desert of Beersheba. When the water was gone, she left the child under a 
shrub and went off, fifty yards or so. She said, “I can’t watch my son die.” As she sat, 
she broke into sobs.

Meanwhile, God heard the boy crying. The angel of God called from Heaven to Hagar, 
“What’s wrong, Hagar? Don’t be afraid. God has heard the boy and knows the fix he’s 
in. Up now; go get the boy. Hold him tight. I’m going to make of him a great nation.”

Just then God opened her eyes. She looked. She saw a well of water. She went to it and 
filled her canteen and gave the boy a long, cool drink.

God was on the boy’s side as he grew up. He lived out in the desert and became 
a skilled archer. He lived in the Paran wilderness. And his mother got him a wife 
from Egypt.

At about that same time, Abimelech and the captain of his troops, Phicol, spoke to 
Abraham: “No matter what you do, God is on your side. So swear to me that you won’t 
do anything underhanded to me or any of my family. For as long as you live here, swear 
that you’ll treat me and my land as well as I’ve treated you.”
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Abraham said, “I swear it.”
At the same time, Abraham confronted Abimelech over the matter of a well of water 

that Abimelech’s servants had taken. Abimelech said, “I have no idea who did this; you 
never told me about it; this is the first I’ve heard of it.”

So the two of them made a covenant. Abraham took sheep and cattle and gave them 
to Abimelech. Abraham set aside seven sheep from his flock.

Abimelech said, “What does this mean? These seven sheep you’ve set aside.”
Abraham said, “It means that when you accept these seven sheep, you take it as proof 

that I dug this well, that it’s my well.”
That’s how the place got named Beersheba (the Oath-​Well), because the two of them 

swore a covenant oath there. After they had made the covenant at Beersheba, Abimelech 
and his commander, Phicol, left and went back to Philistine territory.

Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba and worshiped God there, praying to 
the Eternal God. Abraham lived in Philistine country for a long time.

d d d

22 ​After all this, God tested Abraham. God said, “Abraham!”
“Yes?” answered Abraham. “I’m listening.”

He said, “Take your dear son Isaac whom you love and go to the land of Moriah. 
Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I’ll point out 
to you.”

Abraham got up early in the morning and saddled his donkey. He took two of his 
young servants and his son Isaac. He had split wood for the burnt offering. He set out 
for the place God had directed him. On the third day he looked up and saw the place 
in the distance. Abraham told his two young servants, “Stay here with the donkey. The 
boy and I are going over there to worship; then we’ll come back to you.”

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and gave it to Isaac his son to carry. He 
carried the flint and the knife. The two of them went off together.

Isaac said to Abraham his father, “Father?”
“Yes, my son.”
“We have flint and wood, but where’s the sheep for the burnt offering?”
Abraham said, “Son, God will see to it that there’s a sheep for the burnt offering.” And 

they kept on walking together.
They arrived at the place to which God had directed him. Abraham built an altar. He 

laid out the wood. Then he tied up Isaac and laid him on the wood. Abraham reached 
out and took the knife to kill his son.

Just then an angel of God called to him out of Heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”
“Yes, I’m listening.”
“Don’t lay a hand on that boy! Don’t touch him! Now I know how fearlessly you fear 

God; you didn’t hesitate to place your son, your dear son, on the altar for me.”
Abraham looked up. He saw a ram caught by its horns in the thicket. Abraham took 

the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.
Abraham named that place God-​Yireh (God-Sees-​to-​It). That’s where we get the say-

ing, “On the mountain of God, he sees to it.”
The angel of God spoke from Heaven a second time to Abraham: “I swear—God’s 

sure word!—​because you have gone through with this, and have not refused to give me 
your son, your dear, dear son, I’ll bless you—​oh, how I’ll bless you! And I’ll make sure 
that your children flourish—​like stars in the sky! like sand on the beaches! And your 
descendants will defeat their enemies. All nations on Earth will find themselves blessed 
through your descendants because you obeyed me.”
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THE GOD W
HO

 RESCUES

GENESIS 
22:1-19

The younger you are, the scarier—or 
more traumatic—this passage can 
be, especially if you wonder whether 
God is going to ask your parents to 
kill you as a test. Don’t worry. That 
won’t happen. As we look carefully 
at this passage, we watch as God 
actually sees to it that Abraham 
doesn’t sacrifice his son. God rescues 
Abraham’s son by providing another 
sacrifice. And that is something 
we see throughout the Bible: God 
rescuing people who are scared or 
oppressed or vulnerable or all of  
the above.

What do you notice 
about how Abraham, 

God, and the angel talk 
about Abraham’s son?

If you had to read the 
angel’s intervention in 
Genesis 22:12 out loud, 
what emotion would 
you put behind it?

Have you ever 
felt like God 
rescued you 
from a difficult 
situation?
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Then Abraham went back to his young servants. They got things together and returned 
to Beersheba. Abraham settled down in Beersheba.

d d d

After all this, Abraham got the news: “Your brother Nahor is a father! Milcah has given 
him children: Uz, his firstborn, his brother Buz, Kemuel (he was the father of Aram), 
Kesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.” (Bethuel was the father of Rebekah.) 
Milcah gave these eight sons to Nahor, Abraham’s brother.

His concubine, Reumah, gave him four more children: Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and 
Maacah.

d d d

23 ​Sarah lived 127 years. Sarah died in Kiriath Arba, present-​day Hebron, in the 
land of Canaan. Abraham mourned for Sarah and wept.

Then Abraham got up from mourning his dead wife and spoke to the Hittites: “I know 
I’m only an outsider here among you, but sell me a burial plot so that I can bury my 
dead decently.”

The Hittites responded, “Why, you’re no mere outsider here with us, you’re a prince 
of God! Bury your dead wife in the best of our burial sites. None of us will refuse you a 
place for burial.”

Then Abraham got up, bowed respectfully to the people of the land, the Hittites, and 
said, “If you’re serious about helping me give my wife a proper burial, intercede for me 
with Ephron son of Zohar. Ask him to sell me the cave of Machpelah that he owns, the 
one at the end of his land. Ask him to sell it to me at its full price for a burial plot, with 
you as witnesses.”

Ephron was part of the local Hittite community. Then Ephron the Hittite spoke up, 
answering Abraham with all the Hittites who were part of the town council listening: 
“Oh no, my master! I couldn’t do that. The field is yours—​a gift. I’ll give it and the cave 
to you. With my people as witnesses, I give it to you. Bury your deceased wife.”

Abraham bowed respectfully before the assembled council and answered Ephron: 
“Please allow me—​I want to pay the price of the land; take my money so that I can go 
ahead and bury my wife.”

Then Ephron answered Abraham, “If you insist, master. What’s four hundred silver 
shekels between us? Now go ahead and bury your wife.”

Abraham accepted Ephron’s offer and paid out the sum that Ephron had named 
before the town council of Hittites—​four hundred silver shekels at the current ex-
change rate.

That’s how Ephron’s field next to Mamre—​the field, its cave, and all the trees within 
its borders—​became Abraham’s property. The town council of Hittites witnessed the 
transaction. Abraham then proceeded to bury his wife Sarah in the cave in the field 
of Machpelah that is next to Mamre, present-​day Hebron, in the land of Canaan. The 
field and its cave went from the Hittites into Abraham’s possession as a burial plot.

ISAAC AND REBEKAH

24 ​Abraham was now an old man. God had blessed Abraham in every way.
Abraham spoke to the senior servant in his household, the one in charge 

of everything he had, “Put your hand under my thigh and swear by God—​God of 
Heaven, God of Earth—​that you will not get a wife for my son from among the young 
women of the Canaanites here, but will go to the land of my birth and get a wife for 
my son Isaac.”
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The servant answered, “But what if the woman refuses to leave home and come with 
me? Do I then take your son back to your home country?”

Abraham said, “Oh no. Never. By no means are you to take my son back there. God, 
the God of Heaven, took me from the home of my father and from the country of my birth 
and spoke to me in solemn promise, ‘I’m giving this land to your descendants.’ This God 
will send his angel ahead of you to get a wife for my son. And if the woman won’t come, 
you are free from this oath you’ve sworn to me. But under no circumstances are you to 
take my son back there.”

So the servant put his hand under the thigh of his master Abraham and gave his 
solemn oath.

The servant took ten of his master’s camels and, loaded with gifts from his master, 
traveled to Aram Naharaim and the city of Nahor. Outside the city, he made the camels 
kneel at a well. It was evening, the time when the women came to draw water. He prayed, 
“O God, God of my master Abraham, make things go smoothly this day; treat my master 
Abraham well! As I stand here by the spring while the young women of the town come 
out to get water, let the girl to whom I say, ‘Lower your jug and give me a drink,’ and 
who answers, ‘Drink, and let me also water your camels’—​let her be the woman you have 
picked out for your servant Isaac. Then I’ll know that you’re working graciously behind 
the scenes for my master.”

It so happened that the words were barely out of his mouth when Rebekah, the daughter 
of Bethuel whose mother was Milcah the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, came out with 
a water jug on her shoulder. The girl was stunningly beautiful, a pure virgin. She went 
down to the spring, filled her jug, and came back up. The servant ran to meet her and 
said, “Please, can I have a sip of water from your jug?”

She said, “Certainly, drink!” And she held the jug so that he could drink. When he had 
satisfied his thirst she said, “I’ll get water for your camels, too, until they’ve drunk their 
fill.” She promptly emptied her jug into the trough and ran back to the well to fill it, and 
she kept at it until she had watered all the camels.

The man watched, silent. Was this God’s answer? Had God made his trip a success 
or not?

When the camels had finished drinking, the man brought out gifts, a gold nose ring 
weighing a little over a quarter of an ounce and two arm bracelets weighing about four 
ounces, and gave them to her. He asked her, “Tell me about your family? Whose daughter 
are you? Is there room in your father’s house for us to stay the night?”

She said, “I’m the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah and Nahor. And there’s plenty 
of room in our house for you to stay—​and lots of straw and feed besides.”

At this the man bowed in worship before God and prayed, “Blessed be God, God of my 
master Abraham: How generous and true you’ve been to my master; you’ve held nothing 
back. You led me right to the door of my master’s brother!”

And the girl was off and running, telling everyone in her mother’s house what had 
happened.

Rebekah had a brother named Laban. Laban ran outside to the man at the spring. He 
had seen the nose ring and the bracelets on his sister and had heard her say, “The man 
said this and this and this to me.” So he went to the man and there he was, still standing 
with his camels at the spring. Laban welcomed him: “Come on in, blessed of God! Why 
are you standing out here? I’ve got the house ready for you; and there’s also a place for 
your camels.”

So the man went into the house. The camels were unloaded and given straw and 
feed. Water was brought to bathe the feet of the man and the men with him. Then Laban 
brought out food. But the man said, “I won’t eat until I tell my story.”

Laban said, “Go ahead; tell us.”
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The servant said, “I’m the servant of Abraham. God has blessed my master—he’s a 
great man; God has given him sheep and cattle, silver and gold, servants and maid
servants, camels and donkeys. And then to top it off, Sarah, my master’s wife, gave him 
a son in her old age and he has passed everything on to his son. My master made me 
promise, ‘Don’t get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites in whose land 
I live. No, go to my father’s home, back to my family, and get a wife for my son there.’ I 
said to my master, ‘But what if the woman won’t come with me?’ He said, ‘God before 
whom I’ve walked faithfully will send his angel with you and he’ll make things work out 
so that you’ll bring back a wife for my son from my family, from the house of my father. 
Then you’ll be free from the oath. If you go to my family and they won’t give her to you, 
you will also be free from the oath.’

“Well, when I came this very day to the spring, I prayed, ‘God, God of my master 
Abraham, make things turn out well in this task I’ve been given. I’m standing at this well. 
When a young woman comes here to draw water and I say to her, Please, give me a sip 
of water from your jug, and she says, Not only will I give you a drink, I’ll also water your 
camels—​let that woman be the wife God has picked out for my master’s son.’

“I had barely finished offering this prayer, when Rebekah arrived, her jug on her 
shoulder. She went to the spring and drew water and I said, ‘Please, can I have a drink?’ 
She didn’t hesitate. She held out her jug and said, ‘Drink; and when you’re finished 
I’ll also water your camels.’ I drank, and she watered the camels. I asked her, ‘Whose 
daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel whose parents were Nahor and 
Milcah.’ I gave her a ring for her nose, bracelets for her arms, and bowed in worship to 
God. I praised God, the God of my master Abraham who had led me straight to the door 
of my master’s family to get a wife for his son.

“Now, tell me what you are going to do. If you plan to respond with a generous yes, 
tell me. But if not, tell me plainly so I can figure out what to do next.”

Laban and Bethuel answered, “This is undeniably from God. We have no say in the 
matter, either yes or no. Rebekah is yours: Take her and go; let her be the wife of your 
master’s son, as God has made plain.”

When Abraham’s servant heard their decision, he bowed in worship before God. 
Then he brought out gifts of silver and gold and clothing and gave them to Rebekah. 
He also gave expensive gifts to her brother and mother. He and his men had supper and 
spent the night. But first thing in the morning they were up. He said, “Send me back 
to my master.”

Her brother and mother said, “Let the girl stay a while, say another ten days, and 
then go.”

He said, “Oh, don’t make me wait! God has worked everything out so well—​send me 
off to my master.”

They said, “We’ll call the girl; we’ll ask her.”
They called Rebekah and asked her, “Do you want to go with this man?”
She said, “I’m ready to go.”
So they sent them off, their sister Rebekah with her nurse, and Abraham’s servant with 

his men. And they blessed Rebekah saying,

You’re our sister—​live bountifully!
And your children, triumphantly!

Rebekah and her young maids mounted the camels and followed the man. The servant 
took Rebekah and set off for home.

Isaac was living in the Negev. He had just come back from a visit to Beer Lahai Roi. In 
the evening he went out into the field; while meditating he looked up and saw camels 
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coming. When Rebekah looked up and saw Isaac, she got down from her camel and 
asked the servant, “Who is that man out in the field coming toward us?”

“That is my master.”
She took her veil and covered herself.
After the servant told Isaac the whole story of the trip, Isaac took Rebekah into the tent 

of his mother Sarah. He married Rebekah and she became his wife and he loved her. So 
Isaac found comfort after his mother’s death.

d d d

25 ​Abraham married a second time; his new wife was named Keturah. She gave 
birth to Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah.

Jokshan had Sheba and Dedan.
Dedan’s descendants were the Asshurim, the Letushim, and the Leummim.
Midian had Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah—​all from the line of Keturah.

But Abraham gave everything he possessed to Isaac. While he was still living, he gave 
gifts to the sons he had by his concubines, but then sent them away to the country of the 
east, putting a good distance between them and his son Isaac.

Abraham lived 175 years. Then he took his final breath. He died happy at a ripe old 
age, full of years, and was buried with his family. His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him 
in the cave of Machpelah in the field of Ephron son of Zohar the Hittite, next to Mamre. 
It was the field that Abraham had bought from the Hittites. Abraham was buried next 
to his wife Sarah. After Abraham’s death, God blessed his son Isaac. Isaac lived at Beer 
Lahai Roi.

THE FAMILY TREE OF ISHMAEL
This is the family tree of Ishmael son of Abraham, the son that Hagar the Egyptian, 
Sarah’s maid, bore to Abraham.

These are the names of Ishmael’s sons in the order of their births: Nebaioth, Ishmael’s 
firstborn, Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, 
and Kedemah—​all the sons of Ishmael. Their settlements and encampments were named 
after them. Twelve princes with their twelve tribes.

Ishmael lived 137 years. When he breathed his last and died he was buried with 
his family. His children settled down all the way from Havilah near Egypt eastward 
to  Shur in the direction of Assyria. The Ishmaelites didn’t get along with any of 
their kin.

JACOB AND ESAU
This is the family tree of Isaac son of Abraham: Abraham had Isaac. Isaac was forty years 
old when he married Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan Aram. She 
was the sister of Laban the Aramean.

Isaac prayed hard to God for his wife because she was barren. God answered his 
prayer and Rebekah became pregnant. But the children tumbled and kicked inside her 
so much that she said, “If this is the way it’s going to be, why go on living?” She went to 
God to find out what was going on. God told her,

Two nations are in your womb,
two peoples butting heads while still in your body.

One people will overpower the other,
and the older will serve the younger.
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DANGERS O
F BEING 

THE 
HANGRYGENESIS 

25:19-34

Jacob and Esau are twins, brothers 
who have fought since being in the 
womb together. Esau, the slightly 
older (and notably hairier!) brother, 
is their father’s favorite. As the 
firstborn, Esau has a birthright, 
meaning that he will serve as the 
family leader and will eventually 
receive a double inheritance. For 
whatever reason (not believing Jacob 
will actually follow through with the 
deal? taking his firstborn rights for 
granted? being so hangry he can’t 
think straight?), Esau comes home 
from the field and trades Jacob his 
birthright for some bread and lentil 
stew. This shortsighted action has 
major consequences for his family 
and the future of the Israelites.

What do you notice about 
the differences between 
how Rebekah and Isaac 
regard their children?

Why do you think 
Esau agrees to this 
trade with Jacob?

If you’ve ever given up on something 
meaningful to get something you craved 
in the moment, why did you do it, and 
what did that situation teach you?
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When her time to give birth came, sure enough, there were twins in her womb. The first 
came out reddish, as if snugly wrapped in a hairy blanket; they named him Esau (Hairy). 
His brother followed, his fist clutched tight to Esau’s heel; they named him Jacob (Heel). 
Isaac was sixty years old when they were born.

The boys grew up. Esau became an expert hunter, an outdoorsman. Jacob was a quiet 
man preferring life indoors among the tents. Isaac loved Esau because he loved his game, 
but Rebekah loved Jacob.

One day Jacob was cooking a stew. Esau came in from the field, starved. Esau said to Jacob, 
“Give me some of that red stew—I’m starved!” That’s how he came to be called Edom (Red).

Jacob said, “Make me a trade: my stew for your rights as the firstborn.”
Esau said, “I’m starving! What good is a birthright if I’m dead?”
Jacob said, “First, swear to me.” And he did it. On oath Esau traded away his rights as 

the firstborn. Jacob gave him bread and the stew of lentils. He ate and drank, got up and 
left. That’s how Esau shrugged off his rights as the firstborn.

d d d

26 ​There was a famine in the land, as bad as the famine during the time of Abraham. 
And Isaac went down to Abimelech, king of the Philistines, in Gerar.

God appeared to him and said, “Don’t go down to Egypt; stay where I tell you. Stay here 
in this land and I’ll be with you and bless you. I’m giving you and your children all these 
lands, fulfilling the oath that I swore to your father Abraham. I’ll make your descendants 
as many as the stars in the sky and give them all these lands. All the nations of the Earth 
will get a blessing for themselves through your descendants. And why? Because Abraham 
obeyed my summons and kept my charge—​my commands, my guidelines, my teachings.”

So Isaac stayed put in Gerar.
The men of the place questioned him about his wife. He said, “She’s my sister.” He 

was afraid to say “She’s my wife.” He was thinking, “These men might kill me to get 
Rebekah, she’s so beautiful.”

One day, after they had been there quite a long time, Abimelech, king of the Philistines, 
looked out his window and saw Isaac fondling his wife Rebekah. Abimelech sent for 
Isaac and said, “So, she’s your wife. Why did you tell us ‘She’s my sister’?”

Isaac said, “Because I thought I might get killed by someone who wanted her.”
Abimelech said, “But think of what you might have done to us! Given a little more 

time, one of the men might have slept with your wife; you would have been responsible 
for bringing guilt down on us.”

Then Abimelech gave orders to his people: “Anyone who so much as lays a hand on 
this man or his wife dies.”

Isaac planted crops in that land and took in a huge harvest. God blessed him. The man 
got richer and richer by the day until he was very wealthy. He accumulated flocks and 
herds and many, many servants, so much so that the Philistines began to envy him. They 
got back at him by throwing dirt and debris into all the wells that his father’s servants 
had dug back in the days of his father Abraham, clogging up all the wells.

Finally, Abimelech told Isaac: “Leave. You’ve become far too big for us.”
So Isaac left. He camped in the valley of Gerar and settled down there. Isaac dug again 

the wells which were dug in the days of his father Abraham but had been clogged up by 
the Philistines after Abraham’s death. And he renamed them, using the original names 
his father had given them.

One day, as Isaac’s servants were digging in the valley, they came on a well of spring 
water. The shepherds of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s shepherds, claiming, “This water 
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is ours.” So Isaac named the well Esek (Quarrel) because they quarreled over it. They 
dug another well and there was a difference over that one also, so he named it Sitnah 
(Accusation). He went on from there and dug yet another well. But there was no fighting 
over this one so he named it Rehoboth (Wide-​Open Spaces), saying, “Now God has given 
us plenty of space to spread out in the land.” From there he went up to Beersheba. That 
very night God appeared to him and said,

I am the God of Abraham your father;
don’t fear a thing because I’m with you.

I’ll bless you and make your children flourish
because of Abraham my servant.

Isaac built an altar there and prayed, calling on God by name. He pitched his tent and 
his servants started digging another well.

Then Abimelech came to him from Gerar with Ahuzzath his advisor and Phicol the 
head of his troops. Isaac asked them, “Why did you come to me? You hate me; you threw 
me out of your country.”

They said, “We’ve realized that God is on your side. We’d like to make a deal between 
us—​a covenant that we maintain friendly relations. We haven’t bothered you in the past; 
we treated you kindly and let you leave us in peace. So—God’s blessing be with you!”

Isaac laid out a feast and they ate and drank together. Early in the morning they 
exchanged oaths. Then Isaac said good-​bye and they parted as friends.

Later that same day, Isaac’s servants came to him with news about the well they had 
been digging, “We’ve struck water!” Isaac named the well Sheba (Oath), and that’s the 
name of the city, Beersheba (Oath-​Well), to this day.

d d d

When Esau was forty years old he married Judith, daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and 
Basemath, daughter of Elon the Hittite. They turned out to be thorns in the sides of Isaac 
and Rebekah.

d d d

27 ​When Isaac had become an old man and was nearly blind, he called his eldest 
son, Esau, and said, “My son.”

“Yes, Father?”
“I’m an old man,” he said; “I might die any day now. Do me a favor: Get your quiver 

of arrows and your bow and go out in the country and hunt me some game. Then fix me 
a hearty meal, the kind that you know I like, and bring it to me to eat so that I can give 
you my personal blessing before I die.”

Rebekah was eavesdropping as Isaac spoke to his son Esau. As soon as Esau had gone 
off to the country to hunt game for his father, Rebekah spoke to her son Jacob. “I just 
overheard your father talking with your brother, Esau. He said, ‘Bring me some game 
and fix me a hearty meal so that I can eat and bless you with God’s blessing before I die.’

“Now, my son, listen to me. Do what I tell you. Go to the flock and get me two young 
goats. Pick the best; I’ll prepare them into a hearty meal, the kind that your father loves. 
Then you’ll take it to your father, he’ll eat and bless you before he dies.”

“But Mother,” Jacob said, “my brother Esau is a hairy man and I have smooth skin. 
What happens if my father touches me? He’ll think I’m playing games with him. I’ll bring 
down a curse on myself instead of a blessing.”
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“If it comes to that,” said his mother, “I’ll take the curse on myself. Now, just do what 
I say. Go and get the goats.”

So he went and got them and brought them to his mother and she cooked a hearty 
meal, the kind his father loved so much.

Rebekah took the dress-​up clothes of her older son Esau and put them on her younger 
son Jacob. She took the goatskins and covered his hands and the smooth nape of his 
neck. Then she placed the hearty meal she had fixed and fresh bread she’d baked into 
the hands of her son Jacob.

He went to his father and said, “My father!”
“Yes?” he said. “Which son are you?”
Jacob answered his father, “I’m your firstborn son Esau. I did what you told me. Come 

now; sit up and eat of my game so you can give me your personal blessing.”
Isaac said, “So soon? How did you get it so quickly?”
“Because your God cleared the way for me.”
Isaac said, “Come close, son; let me touch you—​are you really my son Esau?”
So Jacob moved close to his father Isaac. Isaac felt him and said, “The voice is Jacob’s 

voice but the hands are the hands of Esau.” He didn’t recognize him because his hands 
were hairy, like his brother Esau’s.

But as he was about to bless him he pressed him, “You’re sure? You are my son 
Esau?”

“Yes. I am.”
Isaac said, “Bring the food so I can eat of my son’s game and give you my personal 

blessing.” Jacob brought it to him and he ate. He also brought him wine and he drank.
Then Isaac said, “Come close, son, and kiss me.”
He came close and kissed him and Isaac smelled the smell of his clothes. Finally, he 

blessed him,

Ahhh. The smell of my son
is like the smell of the open country
blessed by God.

May God give you
of Heaven’s dew
and Earth’s bounty of grain and wine.

May peoples serve you
and nations honor you.

You will master your brothers,
and your mother’s sons will honor you.

Those who curse you will be cursed,
those who bless you will be blessed.

And then right after Isaac had blessed Jacob and Jacob had left, Esau showed up from 
the hunt. He also had prepared a hearty meal. He came to his father and said, “Let my 
father get up and eat of his son’s game, that he may give me his personal blessing.”

His father Isaac said, “And who are you?”
“I am your son, your firstborn, Esau.”
Isaac started to tremble, shaking violently. He said, “Then who hunted game and 

brought it to me? I finished the meal just now, before you walked in. And I blessed 
him—he’s blessed for good!”

Esau, hearing his father’s words, sobbed violently and most bitterly, and cried to his 
father, “My father! Can’t you also bless me?”

“Your brother,” he said, “came here falsely and took your blessing.”
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Esau said, “Not for nothing was he named Jacob, the Heel. Twice now he’s tricked me: 
first he took my birthright and now he’s taken my blessing.”

He begged, “Haven’t you kept back any blessing for me?”
Isaac answered Esau, “I’ve made him your master, and all his brothers his ser-

vants, and lavished grain and wine on him. I’ve given it all away. What’s left for you, 
my son?”

“But don’t you have just one blessing for me, Father? Oh, bless me my father! Bless 
me!” Esau sobbed inconsolably.

Isaac said to him,

You’ll live far from Earth’s bounty,
remote from Heaven’s dew.

You’ll live by your sword, hand-​to-​mouth,
and you’ll serve your brother.

But when you can’t take it any more
you’ll break loose and run free.

Esau seethed in anger against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him; 
he brooded, “The time for mourning my father’s death is close. And then I’ll kill my 
brother Jacob.”

When these words of her older son Esau were reported to Rebekah, she called her 
younger son Jacob and said, “Your brother Esau is plotting vengeance against you. He’s 
going to kill you. Son, listen to me. Get out of here. Run for your life to Haran, to my 
brother Laban. Live with him for a while until your brother cools down, until his anger 
subsides and he forgets what you did to him. I’ll then send for you and bring you back. 
Why should I lose both of you the same day?”

Rebekah spoke to Isaac, “I’m sick to death of these Hittite women. If Jacob also marries 
a native Hittite woman, why live?”

28 ​So Isaac called in Jacob and blessed him. Then he ordered him, “Don’t take a 
Canaanite wife. Leave at once. Go to Paddan Aram to the family of your mother’s 

father, Bethuel. Get a wife for yourself from the daughters of your uncle Laban.
“And may The Strong God bless you and give you many, many children, a congregation 

of peoples; and pass on the blessing of Abraham to you and your descendants so that 
you will get this land in which you live, this land God gave Abraham.”

So Isaac sent Jacob off. He went to Paddan Aram, to Laban son of Bethuel the Aramean, 
the brother of Rebekah who was the mother of Jacob and Esau.

Esau learned that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him to Paddan Aram to get a wife 
there, and while blessing him commanded, “Don’t marry a Canaanite woman,” and 
that Jacob had obeyed his parents and gone to Paddan Aram. When Esau realized how 
deeply his father Isaac disliked the Canaanite women, he went to Ishmael and married 
Mahalath the sister of Nebaioth and daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son. This was in 
addition to the wives he already had.

d d d

Jacob left Beersheba and went to Haran. He came to a certain place and camped for the 
night since the sun had set. He took one of the stones there, set it under his head and 
lay down to sleep. And he dreamed: A stairway was set on the ground and it reached all 
the way to the sky; angels of God were going up and going down on it.

Then God was right before him, saying, “I am God, the God of Abraham your father 
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and the God of Isaac. I’m giving the ground on which you are sleeping to you and to 
your descendants. Your descendants will be as the dust of the Earth; they’ll stretch from 
west to east and from north to south. All the families of the Earth will bless themselves 
in you and your descendants. Yes. I’ll stay with you, I’ll protect you wherever you go, 
and I’ll bring you back to this very ground. I’ll stick with you until I’ve done everything 
I promised you.”

Jacob woke up from his sleep. He said, “God is in this place—​truly. And I didn’t even 
know it!” He was terrified. He whispered in awe, “Incredible. Wonderful. Holy. This is 
God’s House. This is the Gate of Heaven.”

Jacob was up first thing in the morning. He took the stone he had used for his pillow 
and stood it up as a memorial pillar and poured oil over it. He christened the place Bethel 
(God’s House). The name of the town had been Luz until then.

Jacob vowed a vow: “If God stands by me and protects me on this journey on which 
I’m setting out, keeps me in food and clothing, and brings me back in one piece to my 
father’s house, this God will be my God. This stone that I have set up as a memorial pil-
lar will mark this as a place where God lives. And everything you give me, I’ll return a 
tenth to you.”

d d d

29 ​Jacob set out again on his way to the people of the east. He noticed a well out 
in an open field with three flocks of sheep bedded down around it. This was 

the common well from which the flocks were watered. The stone over the mouth of 
the well was huge. When all the flocks were gathered, the shepherds would roll the 
stone from the well and water the sheep; then they would return the stone, covering 
the well.

Jacob said, “Hello friends. Where are you from?”
They said, “We’re from Haran.”
Jacob asked, “Do you know Laban son of Nahor?”
“We do.”
“Are things well with him?” Jacob continued.
“Very well,” they said. “And here is his daughter Rachel coming with the flock.”
Jacob said, “There’s a lot of daylight still left; it isn’t time to round up the sheep yet, 

is it? So why not water the flocks and go back to grazing?”
“We can’t,” they said. “Not until all the shepherds get here. It takes all of us to roll the 

stone from the well. Not until then can we water the flocks.”
While Jacob was in conversation with them, Rachel came up with her father’s 

sheep. She was the shepherd. The moment Jacob spotted Rachel, daughter of Laban 
his mother’s brother, saw her arriving with his uncle Laban’s sheep, he went and 
single-​handedly rolled the stone from the mouth of the well and watered the sheep of 
his uncle Laban. Then he kissed Rachel and broke into tears. He told Rachel that he 
was related to her father, that he was Rebekah’s son. She ran and told her father. When 
Laban heard the news—​Jacob, his sister’s son!—​he ran out to meet him, embraced 
and kissed him and brought him home. Jacob told Laban the story of everything that 
had happened.

Laban said, “You’re family! My flesh and blood!”
When Jacob had been with him for a month, Laban said, “Just because you’re my 

nephew, you shouldn’t work for me for nothing. Tell me what you want to be paid. What’s 
a fair wage?”

Now Laban had two daughters; Leah was the older and Rachel the younger. Leah 
had nice eyes, but Rachel was stunningly beautiful. And it was Rachel that Jacob loved.

So Jacob answered, “I will work for you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.”
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“It is far better,” said Laban, “that I give her to you than marry her to some outsider. 
Yes. Stay here with me.”

So Jacob worked seven years for Rachel. But it only seemed like a few days, he loved 
her so much.

Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife; I’ve completed what we agreed I’d do. 
I’m ready to consummate my marriage.” Laban invited everyone around and threw a 
big feast. At evening, though, he got his daughter Leah and brought her to the mar-
riage bed, and Jacob slept with her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah 
as her maid.)

Morning came: There was Leah in the marriage bed!
Jacob confronted Laban, “What have you done to me? Didn’t I work all this time for 

the hand of Rachel? Why did you cheat me?”
“We don’t do it that way in our country,” said Laban. “We don’t marry off the younger 

daughter before the older. Enjoy your week of honeymoon, and then we’ll give you the 
other one also. But it will cost you another seven years of work.”

Jacob agreed. When he’d completed the honeymoon week, Laban gave him his 
daughter Rachel to be his wife. (Laban gave his maid Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as 
her maid.) Jacob then slept with her. And he loved Rachel more than Leah. He worked 
for Laban another seven years.

When God realized that Leah was unloved, he opened her womb. But Rachel was bar-
ren. Leah became pregnant and had a son. She named him Reuben (Look-It’s-​a-​Boy!). 
“This is a sign,” she said, “that God has seen my misery; and a sign that now my hus-
band will love me.”

She became pregnant again and had another son. “God heard,” she said, “that I was 
unloved and so he gave me this son also.” She named this one Simeon (God-​Heard). 
She became pregnant yet again—​another son. She said, “Now maybe my husband 
will connect with me—I’ve given him three sons!” That’s why she named him Levi 
(Connect). She became pregnant a final time and had a fourth son. She said, “This 
time I’ll praise God.” So she named him Judah (Praise-God). Then she stopped hav-
ing children.

d d d

30 ​When Rachel realized that she wasn’t having any children for Jacob, she became 
jealous of her sister. She told Jacob, “Give me sons or I’ll die!”

Jacob got angry with Rachel and said, “Am I God? Am I the one who refused you 
babies?”

Rachel said, “Here’s my maid Bilhah. Sleep with her. Let her substitute for me so I can 
have a child through her and build a family.” So she gave him her maid Bilhah for a wife 
and Jacob slept with her. Bilhah became pregnant and gave Jacob a son.

Rachel said, “God took my side and vindicated me. He listened to me and gave me a 
son.” She named him Dan (Vindication). Rachel’s maid Bilhah became pregnant again 
and gave Jacob a second son. Rachel said, “I’ve been in an all-​out fight with my sister—​
and I’ve won.” So she named him Naphtali (Fight).

When Leah saw that she wasn’t having any more children, she gave her maid Zilpah 
to Jacob for a wife. Zilpah had a son for Jacob. Leah said, “How fortunate!” and she 
named him Gad (Lucky). When Leah’s maid Zilpah had a second son for Jacob, Leah 
said, “A happy day! The women will congratulate me in my happiness.” So she named 
him Asher (Happy).

One day during the wheat harvest Reuben found some mandrakes in the field and 
brought them home to his mother Leah. Rachel asked Leah, “Could I please have some 
of your son’s mandrakes?”
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29–31

There’s a sort of poetic justice in 
Jacob’s—who took his brother’s 
birthright—coming toe to toe with 
his uncle Laban, who is quite the 
trickster himself. Jacob works for 
seven years in order to marry Laban’s 
younger daughter, Rachel, but Laban 
pulls a sneaky switch, subbing in his 
older daughter, Leah. Considering 
things from Leah’s perspective, 
it’s easy to imagine the pain, the 
rejection, and the powerlessness 
she must feel in her circumstances, 
knowing that she is the second 
choice of the man who is now her 
husband. This sets the stage for years 
of jealousy and rivalry between Leah 
and Rachel.

In what ways 
are Leah 

and Rachel 
described 

and treated 
differently?

When you have felt 
jealous of someone else, 
how has it affected your 
relationship with them, 
and how has it changed 
how you’ve seen 
yourself?

What relationships are 
you in that need repair 
from conflict caused by 
other people?
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Leah said, “Wasn’t it enough that you got my husband away from me? And now you 
also want my son’s mandrakes?”

Rachel said, “All right. I’ll let him sleep with you tonight in exchange for your son’s 
mandrakes.”

When Jacob came home that evening from the fields, Leah was there to meet him: 
“Sleep with me tonight; I’ve bartered my son’s mandrakes for a night with you.” So he 
slept with her that night. God listened to Leah; she became pregnant and gave Jacob a 
fifth son. She said, “God rewarded me for giving my maid to my husband.” She named 
him Issachar (Bartered). Leah became pregnant yet again and gave Jacob a sixth son, say-
ing, “God has given me a great gift. This time my husband will honor me with gifts—I’ve 
given him six sons!” She named him Zebulun (Honor). Last of all she had a daughter 
and named her Dinah.

And then God remembered Rachel. God listened to her and opened her womb. She 
became pregnant and had a son. She said, “God has taken away my humiliation.” She 
named him Joseph (Add), praying, “May God add yet another son to me.”

d d d

After Rachel had had Joseph, Jacob spoke to Laban, “Let me go back home. Give me my 
wives and children for whom I’ve served you. You know how hard I’ve worked for you.”

Laban said, “If you please, I have learned through divine inquiry that God has blessed 
me because of you.” He went on, “So name your wages. I’ll pay you.”

Jacob replied, “You know well what my work has meant to you and how your livestock 
has flourished under my care. The little you had when I arrived has increased greatly; 
everything I did resulted in blessings for you. Isn’t it about time that I do something for 
my own family?”

“So, what should I pay you?”
Jacob said, “You don’t have to pay me a thing. But how about this? I will go back to 

pasture and care for your flocks. Go through your entire flock today and take out every 
speckled or spotted sheep, every dark-​colored lamb, every spotted or speckled goat. 
They will be my wages. That way you can check on my honesty when you assess my 
wages. If you find any goat that’s not speckled or spotted or a sheep that’s not black, 
you will know that I stole it.”

“Fair enough,” said Laban. “It’s a deal.”
But that very day Laban removed all the mottled and spotted billy goats and all the 

speckled and spotted nanny goats, every animal that had even a touch of white on it plus 
all the black sheep and placed them under the care of his sons. Then he put a three-​day 
journey between himself and Jacob. Meanwhile Jacob went on tending what was left of 
Laban’s flock.

But Jacob got fresh branches from poplar, almond, and plane trees and peeled the 
bark, leaving white stripes on them. He stuck the peeled branches in front of the water-
ing troughs where the flocks came to drink. When the flocks were in heat, they came to 
drink and mated in front of the streaked branches. Then they gave birth to young that 
were streaked or spotted or speckled. Jacob placed the ewes before the dark-​colored 
animals of Laban. That way he got distinctive flocks for himself which he didn’t mix with 
Laban’s flocks. And when the sturdier animals were mating, Jacob placed branches at 
the troughs in view of the animals so that they mated in front of the branches. But he 
wouldn’t set up the branches before the feebler animals. That way the feeble animals 
went to Laban and the sturdy ones to Jacob.

The man got richer and richer, acquiring huge flocks, lots and lots of servants, not to 
mention camels and donkeys.
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31 ​Jacob learned that Laban’s sons were talking behind his back: “Jacob has 
used our father’s wealth to make himself rich at our father’s expense.” At the 

same time, Jacob noticed that Laban had changed toward him. He wasn’t treating him 
the same.

That’s when God said to Jacob, “Go back home where you were born. I’ll go with you.”
So Jacob sent word for Rachel and Leah to meet him out in the field where his flocks 

were. He said, “I notice that your father has changed toward me; he doesn’t treat me 
the same as before. But the God of my father hasn’t changed; he’s still with me. You 
know how hard I’ve worked for your father. Still, your father has cheated me over and 
over, changing my wages time and again. But God never let him really hurt me. If he 
said, ‘Your wages will consist of speckled animals’ the whole flock would start having 
speckled lambs and kids. And if he said, ‘From now on your wages will be streaked ani-
mals’ the whole flock would have streaked ones. Over and over God used your father’s 
livestock to reward me.

“Once, while the flocks were mating, I had a dream and saw the billy goats, all of them 
streaked, speckled, and mottled, mounting their mates. In the dream an angel of God 
called out to me, ‘Jacob!’

“I said, ‘Yes?’
“He said, ‘Watch closely. Notice that all the goats in the flock that are mating are 

streaked, speckled, and mottled. I know what Laban’s been doing to you. I’m the God of 
Bethel where you consecrated a pillar and made a vow to me. Now be on your way, get 
out of this place, go home to your birthplace.’”

Rachel and Leah said, “Has he treated us any better? Aren’t we treated worse than 
outsiders? All he wanted was the money he got from selling us, and he’s spent all that. 
Any wealth that God has seen fit to return to us from our father is justly ours and our 
children’s. Go ahead. Do what God told you.”

Jacob did it. He put his children and his wives on camels and gathered all his livestock 
and everything he had gotten, everything acquired in Paddan Aram, to go back home to 
his father Isaac in the land of Canaan.

Laban was off shearing sheep. Rachel stole her father’s household gods. And Jacob 
had concealed his plans so well that Laban the Aramean had no idea what was going 
on—​he was totally in the dark. Jacob got away with everything he had and was soon 
across the Euphrates headed for the hill country of Gilead.

Three days later, Laban got the news: “Jacob’s run off.” Laban rounded up his rela
tives and chased after him. Seven days later they caught up with him in the hill country 
of Gilead. That night God came to Laban the Aramean in a dream and said, “Be careful 
what you do to Jacob, whether good or bad.”

When Laban reached him, Jacob’s tents were pitched in the Gilead mountains; Laban 
pitched his tents there, too.

“What do you mean,” said Laban, “by keeping me in the dark and sneaking off, haul-
ing my daughters off like prisoners of war? Why did you run off like a thief in the night? 
Why didn’t you tell me? Why, I would have sent you off with a great celebration—​music, 
timbrels, flutes! But you wouldn’t permit me so much as a kiss for my daughters and 
grandchildren. It was a stupid thing for you to do. If I had a mind to, I could destroy you 
right now, but the God of your father spoke to me last night, ‘Be careful what you do to 
Jacob, whether good or bad.’ I understand. You left because you were homesick. But why 
did you steal my household gods?”

Jacob answered Laban, “I was afraid. I thought you would take your daughters away 
from me by brute force. But as far as your gods are concerned, if you find that anybody 
here has them, that person dies. With all of us watching, look around. If you find anything 
here that belongs to you, take it.” Jacob didn’t know that Rachel had stolen the gods.
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Laban went through Jacob’s tent, Leah’s tent, and the tents of the two maids but didn’t 
find them. He went from Leah’s tent to Rachel’s. But Rachel had taken the household 
gods, put them inside a camel cushion, and was sitting on them. When Laban had gone 
through the tent, searching high and low without finding a thing, Rachel said to her 
father, “Don’t think I’m being disrespectful, my master, that I can’t stand before you, but 
I’m having my period.” So even though he turned the place upside down in his search, 
he didn’t find the household gods.

Now it was Jacob’s turn to get angry. He lit into Laban: “So what’s my crime, what 
wrong have I done you that you badger me like this? You’ve ransacked the place. Have 
you turned up a single thing that’s yours? Let’s see it—​display the evidence. Our two 
families can be the jury and decide between us.

“In the twenty years I’ve worked for you, ewes and she-​goats never miscarried. I never 
feasted on the rams from your flock. I never brought you a torn carcass killed by wild 
animals but that I paid for it out of my own pocket—​actually, you made me pay whether 
it was my fault or not. I was out in all kinds of weather, from torrid heat to freezing cold, 
putting in many a sleepless night. For twenty years I’ve done this: I slaved away fourteen 
years for your two daughters and another six years for your flock and you changed my 
wages ten times. If the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had 
not stuck with me, you would have sent me off penniless. But God saw the fix I was in 
and how hard I had worked and last night rendered his verdict.”

Laban defended himself: “The daughters are my daughters, the children are my chil-
dren, the flock is my flock—everything you see is mine. But what can I do about my 
daughters or for the children they’ve had? So let’s settle things between us, make a 
covenant—​God will be the witness between us.”

Jacob took a stone and set it upright as a pillar.
Jacob called his family around, “Get stones!” They gathered stones and heaped them 

up and then ate there beside the pile of stones. Laban named it in Aramaic, Yegar-​
sahadutha (Witness Monument); Jacob echoed the naming in Hebrew, Galeed (Witness 
Monument).

Laban said, “This monument of stones will be a witness, beginning now, between you 
and me.” (That’s why it is called Galeed—​Witness Monument.) It is also called Mizpah 
(Watchtower) because Laban said, “God keep watch between you and me when we are 
out of each other’s sight. If you mistreat my daughters or take other wives when there’s 
no one around to see you, God will see you and stand witness between us.”

Laban continued to Jacob, “This monument of stones and this stone pillar that I have 
set up is a witness, a witness that I won’t cross this line to hurt you and you won’t cross 
this line to hurt me. The God of Abraham and the God of Nahor (the God of their ancestor) 
will keep things straight between us.”

Jacob promised, swearing by the Fear, the God of his father Isaac. Then Jacob of-
fered a sacrifice on the mountain and worshiped, calling in all his family members to 
the meal. They ate and slept that night on the mountain. Laban got up early the next 
morning, kissed his grandchildren and his daughters, blessed them, and then set off 
for home.

32 ​And Jacob went his way. Angels of God met him. When Jacob saw them he said, 
“Oh! God’s Camp!” And he named the place Mahanaim (Campground).

Then Jacob sent messengers on ahead to his brother Esau in the land of Seir in Edom. 
He instructed them: “Tell my master Esau this, ‘A message from your servant Jacob: 
I’ve been staying with Laban and couldn’t get away until now. I’ve acquired cattle and 
donkeys and sheep; also men and women servants. I’m telling you all this, my master, 
hoping for your approval.’”
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GENESIS 
32:24-32

W
RESTLING 

WITH GOD

Jacob versus God is one of the 
strangest wrestling matches in 
history. Jacob is alone and afraid, 
anxious about meeting his estranged 
brother the next day. After getting 
his family to safety across the stream, 
he stays behind for the night, and 
while he can’t see—because it’s 
dark!—a man wrestles with him all 
night long. In the morning he learns 
that God is who was wrestling with 
him! After receiving a blessing and a 
name change from God, Jacob heads 
out to meet his brother in a very 
different emotional state than he was 
in the prior evening. Maybe all of us 
should wrestle with God.

What do you 
notice about 
Jacob’s name 
change?

Why does Jacob’s 
outlook shift?

What 
anxiety or 
stress are 

you carrying 
that you’d 

like God to 
help you 

with?
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