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FOREWORD

My favorite time of day is my morning quiet time with the 
Lord. But when I’m away from home, it can be hard to 
carve out the time and space. On a recent trip I stayed at 
an Airbnb with extended family and eyed the kitchen table 
as my morning spot. But when I woke early the next day 
and came to the kitchen with my Bible and colored pen-
cils, someone was already there. A laptop and other remote 
work essentials covered the table. I hadn’t been the only one 
eyeing it.

I soon discovered that the two living areas wouldn’t work 
either. They both f lowed near the kitchen, and the remote 
worker was taking calls—on speaker.

The following morning when I woke, I prayed, asking the 
Lord to show me where I could spend extended quiet time 
with Him and His Word. Lord, you know I cherish my time with 
you. And nothing is too hard for you. Could you make a way?

I walked into the kitchen, greeted by the same scene—
family member on a conference call on speaker at the 
kitchen table. But as I poured a cup of coffee, he ended the 
call, stood, and stretched.

“I’ve been up since before dawn,” he said. “I’m about to 
take a nap.”



I watched as he cleared the table and returned to his room. 
Leaning against the counter, I shook my head in wonder 
and said in my heart, Lord, you love me. Thank you.

We’ve heard that God loves us. For many of us, “For God 
so loved the world” was seared on our childhood memories. 
We know that “he gave his one and only Son, so that every-
one who believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal 
life”—because of His love ( John 3:16 nlt).

We may also know that we were saved by grace through 
faith—“because of His great love with which He loved us” 
(Ephesians 2:4 nasb). If we’ve learned anything about God, 
it’s probably that He is love, and that He loves us.

But do you know that He loves you? 
Do you know that His love for you is immensely personal?
Hannah wept because she could not bear children and 

suffered ridicule as a result. Distressed and unable to eat, 
she poured out her soul before God, asking for a son. And 
we’re told, “the Lord remembered her” (1  Samuel 1:19). 
Her. It was personal. Hannah prayed to her God, and He 
answered, blessing her with a son. What immense love on 
display!

What about Mary Magdalene? She had seen her Savior 
endure the agony of the cross, and she came early to the 
tomb while it was still dark. When she saw that the stone had 
been removed, she ran to Peter and John, telling them that 
Jesus’s body was missing. They ran to see for themselves, 
and after confirming this news, returned to their homes. 
But Mary stayed, weeping, wanting to know where they had 
taken her Lord. Moments later she turned—and saw Jesus. 
She didn’t know it was Him until He said her name ( John 
20:16). And oh, the joy that must have f looded her heart 
when she realized He’d risen from the dead.



Mary had been weeping, seeking her Lord, and in an 
amazing show of love, Jesus appeared to her.

The devotions in this book highlight the precious truth 
that God loves us—that God loves you. Personally. As you 
read through this book, I pray you draw near to the Lord. 
Ask Him to show you daily glimpses of His love. You’ll see it 
in a myriad of ways: an encouraging word from a friend, a 
random hug, an act of kindness from a stranger, or an unex-
pected answer to prayer. It’s all from our loving and faithful 
God. Because He loves you.

�  Kim Cash Tate
Author, Bible teacher, speaker,  

and singer-songwriter



January 1 

Forever Love
PSALM 136:1–9

We know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love.

—1 John 4:16

Years ago, my four-year-old son gave me a framed wooden 
heart mounted on a metal plate with the word forever painted 
in its center. “I love you forever, Mommy,” he said.

I thanked him with a hug. “I love you more.”
That priceless gift still assures me of my son’s never- 

ending love. On tough days, God uses that sweet present to 
comfort and encourage me as He affirms I’m deeply loved.

The frame also reminds me of the gift of God’s everlast-
ing love, as expressed throughout His Word and confirmed 
by His Spirit. We can trust God’s unchanging goodness 
and sing grateful praises that confirm His enduring love, 
as the psalmist does (Psalm 136:1). We can exalt the Lord 
as greater than and above all (vv. 2–3), as we reflect on His 
endless wonders and unlimited understanding (vv.  4–5). 
The God who loves us forever is the conscious and caring 
Maker of the heavens and earth, who maintains control of 
time itself (vv. 6–9).

We can rejoice because the everlasting love the psalmist 
sang about is the same continuing love our all-powerful 
Creator and Sustainer pours into the lives of His children 
today. No matter what we’re facing, the One who made us 
and remains with us strengthens us by asserting He loves us 
unconditionally and completely.

Thank you, God, for the countless reminders of your endless and 
life-transforming love!�  Xochitl Dixon
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Flourishing Like a Flower
PSALM 103:13–22

The life of mortals is like grass, they 
flourish like a flower of the field.

—Psalm 103:15

It’s fun to notice the little changes in my grandchildren as 
they grow. I remember that when one of my grands was 
two months old, as I cooed to him, he looked up at me and 
smiled! Suddenly I began crying. Perhaps it was joy mixed 
with remembering my own children’s first smiles, which 
I witnessed so long ago, and yet it feels like just yesterday. 
Some moments are like that—inexplicable.

In Psalm 103, David penned a poetic song that praised 
God while also reflecting on how quickly the joyful mo-
ments of our lives pass by: “The life of mortals is like grass, 
they f lourish like a f lower of the field; the wind blows over it 
and it is gone” (vv. 15–16).

But despite acknowledging the brevity of life, David de-
scribes the f lower as f lourishing, or thriving. Although each 
individual f lower blossoms and blooms swiftly, its fragrance 
and color and beauty bring great joy in the moment. And 
even though an individual f lower can be quickly forgot-
ten—“its place remembers it no more” (v. 16). By contrast, 
we have the assurance that “from everlasting to everlasting 
the Lord’s love is with those who fear him” (v. 17).

We, like f lowers, can rejoice and f lourish in the moment; 
but we can also celebrate the truth that the moments of our 
lives are never truly forgotten. God holds every detail of our 
lives, and His everlasting love is with His children forever!

�  Alyson Kieda
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God Knows Your Story
PSALM 139:1–6, 23–24

Search me, God, and know my heart; test 
me and know my anxious thoughts.

—Psalm 139:23

As I drove home after lunch with my best friend, I thanked 
God out loud for her. She knows me and loves me in spite of 
things I don’t love about myself. She’s one of a small circle 
of people who accept me as I am—my quirks, habits, and 
screw-ups. Still, there are parts of my story I resist sharing 
even with her and others I love—times where I’ve clearly 
not been the hero, times I’ve been judgmental or unkind or 
unloving.

But God knows my whole story. He’s the One I can freely 
talk to even if I’m reluctant to talk with others.

The familiar words of Psalm 139 describe the intimacy 
we enjoy with our Sovereign King. He knows us completely! 
(v. 1). He’s “familiar with all [our] ways” (v. 3). He invites us 
to come to Him with our confusion, our anxious thoughts, 
and our struggles with temptation. When we’re willing to 
yield completely to Him, He reaches out to restore and re-
write the parts of our story that make us sad because we’ve 
wandered from Him.

God knows us better than anyone else ever can, and still . . . 
He loves us! When we daily surrender ourselves to Him and 
seek to know Him more fully, He can change our story for 
His glory. He’s the Author who’s continuing to write it.

�  Cindy Hess Kasper
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Scar Stories
JOHN 20:24–29

See my hands. Reach out your hand and put it 
into my side. Stop doubting and believe.

—John 20:27

The butterf ly f litted in and out of my mother’s panda- 
faced pansies. As a child, I longed to catch it. I raced from 
our backyard into our kitchen and grabbed a glass jar, but 
on my hasty return, I tripped and hit the concrete patio 
hard. The jar smashed under my wrist and left an ugly slash 
that would require eighteen stitches to close. Today the scar 
crawls like a caterpillar across my wrist, telling the story of 
both wounding and healing.

When Jesus appeared to the disciples after His death, He 
brought His scars. John reports Thomas wanting to see “the 
nail marks in his hands” and Jesus inviting Thomas to “put 
your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and 
put it into my side” ( John 20:25, 27). In order to demonstrate 
He was the same Jesus, He rose from the dead with the scars 
of His suffering still visible.

The scars of Jesus prove Him to be the Savior and tell the 
story of our salvation. The pierced marks through His hands 
and feet, and the hollow in His side reveal a story of pain 
inflicted, endured, and then healed—for us. He did it so that 
we might be restored to Him and made whole.

Have you ever considered the story told by Christ’s scars?
�  Elisa Morgan
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Welcoming Strangers
DEUTERONOMY 10:12–19

You are to love those who are foreigners, for you 
yourselves were foreigners in Egypt.

—Deuteronomy 10:19

When my friends lived in Moldova, one of the poorest coun-
tries in Europe, they were overwhelmed by the warm wel-
come they received there, especially from other Christians. 
Once they took some clothes and provisions to a couple from 
their church who were very poor, yet who were fostering sev-
eral children. The couple treated my friends like honored 
guests, giving them sweet tea and, despite their protests, 
something to eat. As my friends left with gifts of watermel-
ons and other fruits and vegetables, they marveled at the 
hospitality they experienced.

These believers embody the welcome that God com-
manded His people, the Old Testament Israelites, to exhibit. 
He instructed them “to walk in obedience to him, to love 
him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul” (Deuteronomy 10:12). How could the Isra-
elites live this out? The answer comes a few verses later: “You 
are to love those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were 
foreigners in Egypt” (v.  19). By welcoming strangers, they 
would be serving and honoring God; and in showing them 
love and care, they would demonstrate their trust in Him.

Our circumstances might differ from the Moldovans or the 
Israelites, but we too can live out our love for God through 
our welcome to others. Whether through opening our homes 
or smiling a greeting to those we meet, we can extend God’s 
care and hospitality in a lonely, hurting world.

�  Amy Boucher Pye



January 6

God’s Storybook
GENESIS 1:26–31

God blessed them. . . . God saw all that he 
had made, and it was very good.

—Genesis 1:28, 31

Wanting to enjoy the beautiful day, I headed out for a walk 
and soon met a new neighbor. He stopped me and intro-
duced himself: “My name is Genesis, and I’m six and a half 
years old.”

“Genesis is a great name! It’s a book in the Bible,” I replied.
“What’s the Bible?” he asked.
“It’s God’s storybook about how He made the world and 

people and how He loves us.”
His inquisitive response made me smile: “Why did He 

make the world and people and cars and houses? And is my 
picture in His book?”

While there isn’t a literal picture of my new friend Genesis 
or the rest of us in the Scriptures, we’re a big part of God’s 
storybook. We see in Genesis 1 that “God created mankind in 
his own image, in the image of God he created them” (v. 27). 
God walked with them in the garden, and He then warned 
about giving in to the temptation to be their own god (chapter 
2). Later in His book, God told about how, in love, His Son, 
Jesus, came to walk with us again and brought about a plan 
for our forgiveness and the restoration of His creation.

As we look at the Bible, we learn that our Creator wants us 
to know Him, talk with Him, and even ask Him our ques-
tions. He cares for us more than we can imagine.

�  Anne Cetas



January 7 

A Time for Beauty
ISAIAH 61:1–7

A crown of beauty instead of ashes, the 
oil of joy instead of mourning.

—Isaiah 61:3

One January morning I woke expecting to see the same 
dreary midwinter landscape that had greeted me for sev-
eral weeks: beige grass poking through patches of snow, gray 
skies, and skeletal trees. Something unusual had happened 
overnight, though. A frost had coated everything with ice 
crystals. The lifeless and depressing landscape had become 
a beautiful scene that glistened in the sun and dazzled me.

Sometimes we view problems without the imagination 
it takes to have faith. We expect pain, fear, and despair to 
greet us every morning, but we overlook the possibility of 
something different ever happening. We don’t expect recov-
ery, growth, or victory through God’s power. Yet the Bible 
says God is the one who helps us through difficult times. He 
repairs broken hearts and liberates people in bondage. He 
comforts the grieving with “a crown of beauty instead of 
ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of 
praise instead of a spirit of despair” (Isaiah 61:3).

It isn’t that God just wants to cheer us up when we have 
problems. It’s that He himself is our hope during trials. Even 
if we have to wait until we get to heaven to find ultimate re-
lief, God is present with us, encouraging us and often giving 
us glimpses of himself. In our journey through life, may we 
come to understand St. Augustine’s words: “In my deepest 
wound I saw your glory, and it dazzled me.”

�  Jennifer Benson Schuldt



January 8

The Blessing Is Coming
GALATIANS 6:7–10

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper 
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.

—Galatians 6:9

A friend and I went for a walk with her grandkids. While 
pushing the stroller, she commented that her steps were 
being wasted—they weren’t being counted on the activity 
tracker she wore on her wrist because she wasn’t swinging 
her arm. I reminded her that those steps were still helping 
her physical health. “Yeah,” she laughed. “But I really want 
that electronic gold star!”

I understand how she feels! Working toward something 
without immediate results is disheartening. But rewards 
aren’t always immediate or immediately visible.

When that’s the case, it’s easy to feel that the good things 
we do are useless, even if we are helping a friend or being 
kind to a stranger. Paul explained to the church in Gala-
tia, however, that “a man reaps what he sows” (Galatians 
6:7). But we must “not become weary in doing good, for at 
the proper time we will reap a harvest” (v. 9). Doing good 
isn’t the way to gain salvation, and the text doesn’t specify 
whether what we reap will be now or in heaven, but we can 
be assured that there will be “a harvest of blessing” (6:9 nlt).

Doing good is difficult, especially when we don’t see or 
know what the “harvest” will be. But as with my friend who 
still gained the physical benefit from walking, it’s worth con-
tinuing to do good. Why? The blessing is coming!

�  Julie Schwab



January 9

Guiding Light
GENESIS 1:1–5

God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.

—Genesis 1:3

The restaurant was lovely but dark. Only one small candle 
f lickered on every table. To create light, diners used their 
smartphones to read their menus, look to their tablemates, 
and even to see what they were eating.

Finally, a patron quietly pushed back his chair, walked 
over to a waiter, and asked a simple question. “Could you 
turn on the lights?” Before long, a warm ceiling light f lashed 
on and the room erupted with applause. But also with laugh-
ter. And happy chatter. And thank-yous. My friend’s hus-
band turned off his phone, picked up his utensils, and spoke 
for us all. “Let there be light! Now, let’s eat!”

Our gloomy evening turned festive with the f lick of a 
switch. But how much more important to know the real 
source of true light. God himself spoke those astonishing 
words, “Let there be light,” on the first day when He created 
the universe, “and there was light” (Genesis 1:3). Then “God 
saw that the light was good” (v. 4).

Light expresses God’s great love for us. His light points 
us to Jesus, “the light of the world” ( John 8:12), who guides 
us from the gloom of sin. Walking in His light, we find the 
bright path to a life that glorifies the Son. He is the world’s 
brightest gift. As He shines, may we walk His way.

�  Patricia Raybon



January 10 

The Miracle of White Snow
ISAIAH 1:15–20

Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.

—Isaiah 1:18

In the seventeenth century, Sir Isaac Newton used a prism 
to study how light helps us see different colors. He found 
that when light passes through an object, the object appears 
to possess a specific color. While a single ice crystal looks 
translucent, snow is made up of many ice crystals smashed 
together. When light passes through all of the crystals, snow 
appears to be white.

The Bible mentions something else that has a certain color—
sin. Through the prophet Isaiah, God confronted the sins of 
the people of Judah and described their sin as “like scarlet” 
and as “red as crimson.” But God promised they would “be 
as white as snow” (Isaiah 1:18). How? Judah needed to turn 
away from wrongdoing and seek God’s forgiveness.

Thanks to Jesus, we have permanent access to God’s for-
giveness. Jesus called himself “the light of the world” and 
said whoever follows Him “will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life” ( John 8:12). When we confess our 
sins, God forgives us and we’re seen through the light of 
Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. This means that God sees us 
as He sees Jesus—blameless.

We don’t have to wallow in the guilt and shame of what 
we’ve done wrong. Instead, we can hold on to the truth of 
God’s forgiveness, which makes us “white as snow.”

�  Linda Washington
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