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inances were tight, and Dot wanted to make next Christmas
F special for her three young boys. So early in January, she

found three shiny bicycles at the local department store and
put them on layaway. For the next eleven months, she scrimped—
creatively saving money from her 75-cents-an-hour wage to make
Christmas a joyful occasion for her boys.

But it wasn’t enough.
g

A week before Christmas, she was still $14.50 short. Her son
Ricky asked whether she had checked the piggy bank.

“I know there’s not $14.50 worth of pennies in there,” his mother

told him.

To her amazement, when each coin was poured out, then carefully
tallied, the amount equaled $15.50: enough to purchase the bikes
and—with the extra dollar—to put gas in their car’s tank to pick
them up!



Many years later, Dot would call it God’s Christimas miracle for
their family. How like our humble God (Philippians 2:8) to use
something simple and ordinary, like a piggy bank, to give pure joy.

More than two thousand years ago, God himself came to us in the
most ordinary of ways, through the pain and struggle of child-
birth. Upon entering our world, Jesus joined an ordinary family
who experienced the challenges, joys, and beauty of everyday life.
The outcome of His humble, commonplace—yet miraculous—
entrance into the world? Pure joy (Luke 2:10).

Years later, Jesus hung from a wooden cross, dying. Suffering, He
stayed faithful to His mission, drinking the cup His Father had
given him until iz was finished (John 18:11; 19:30). How was He
able to complete His task and endure such pain? Scripture tells us
it was because of joy (Hebrews 12:2). Christ’s joy in His eternal
purpose, in what lay ahead for Him—for all of us—enabled Him
to finish His work so we could receive the world’s greatest gift: a
personal relationship with our Savior.

This Christmas, the women writers of Our Daily Bread invite you
into this joy. For many, the “holiday season” is a time of both
celebration and sorrow, laughter and loneliness. Whatever your
highs and lows, spend time with Jesus at the beginning and close
of your day, with these morning and evening devotions. Lovingly
written by the diverse family at Our Daily Bread Ministries, each
entry contains a Scripture passage to read and a devotional with
an inspiring story to help you listen to the very heart of God.



As you soak in God’s presence while reading God Hears Her, A
Joyful Christmas, may you grow ever more confident of God’s
faithfulness to you. No matter the hardships you encounter, the
scars you carry, the fears you face, you can rest assured: God is for
you. Your Savior is quietly, humbly—yet miraculously—working
on your behalf: Creating beauty out of ashes. Hope out of sadness.
New beginnings out of loss. And, as He has since entering our
world so long ago, offering you—and all of us—His overflowing,
forever joy.

I have told you these things so
that you will be filled with my joy.
Yes, your joy will overflow!

(Jolw 15:11017)

—Anna Haggard
Associate Content Editor
Our Daily Bread Publishing
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I bring you good news
that will cause great
joy for all the people.

luke 2:10




Luke 2:8-12

fter Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the garden of
A Eden, joy was lost. God expelled them from Eden to
prevent something worse from happening. If they had
eaten from the tree of life after eating from the tree of knowl-

edge of good and evil, they would have lived forever in their
misery.

Life outside the garden was not easy. Adam and Eve had to
work hard for their food. The reality of death was everywhere,
and animals preyed on one another. Even worse, the couple’s
firstborn son murdered his younger brother. What could be
worse? Sin had pierced their lives, and the couple could not
stop joy from draining out.

But God had a plan to restore joy for mankind. Joy was lost in
the garden when death came, but joy returned through birth—
the birth of God’s own Son at Bethlehem. “I bring you good
news that will cause great joy for all the people” (Luke 2:10).
Jesus grew up to heal the sick, give sight to the blind, and raise
the dead. But this was just a taste of things to come. Jesus
entered our world, experienced our sorrow, and conquered
death—giving us hope that He will keep His promise to end
pain, and eliminate sorrow and death (John 11:25-26; 1 Cor-
inthians 15:3—4; Revelation 21:4).

No wonder Christmas is the season of joy! —Julie

Delight in the joy of the good news
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Godliness with
contentment is
great gain.




THE YARD-SALE
CHRISTMAS

1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19

mom felt she'd been overspending on family Christmas

gifts, so one year she decided to try something differ-

ent. For a few months before the holiday, she scrounged
through yard sales for inexpensive, used items. She bought
more than usual but for far less money. On Christmas Eve, her
children excitedly opened gift after gift after gift. The next day
there were more! Mom had felt guilty about not getting new
gifts so she had additional gifts for Christmas morning. The
kids began opening them but quickly complained, “We're too
tired to open any more! You've given us so much!” That’s not a
typical response from children on a Christmas morning!

God has blessed us with so much, but it seems we're always
looking for more: a bigger house, a better car, a larger bank
account, or [fill in the blank]. Paul encouraged Timothy to
remind people in his congregation that “we brought nothing
into this world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if
we have food and clothing, we will be content with that”

(1 Timothy 6:7-8).

God has given us our very breath and life—besides providing
for our needs. How refreshing it might be to enjoy and be con-
tent with His gifts and to say, Youve given us so much! We don’t
need more. “Godliness with contentment is great gain” (v. 6).
—Anne

Be content with the abundance of unmerited
joy our gracious Lord provides
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The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory, the
glory of the one and only Son,

who came from the Father.




John 1:1-14

his wife, reviewing the events of the year and dreaming

about the future. He always tells her how much he loves
her, and why. He also writes a letter to each of his daughters.
His words of love make an unforgettable Christmas present.

l E very Christmas, a friend of mine writes a long letter to

We could say that the original Christmas love letter was Jesus,
the Word made flesh. John highlights this truth in his gospel:
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God” (John 1:1). In ancient philosophy,
the Greek for Word, logos, suggested a divine mind or order
that unites reality, but John expands the definition to reveal the
Word as a person: Jesus, the Son of God who was “with God
in the beginning” (v. 2). This Word, the Father’s “one and only
Son,” “became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (v. 14).

Through Jesus the Word, God reveals himself perfectly.

Theologians have grappled with this beautiful mystery for cen-
turies. However much we may not understand, we can be cer-
tain that Jesus as the Word gives light to our dark world (v. 9).
If we believe in Him, we can experience the gift of being God’s

beloved children (v. 12).

Jesus, God’s love letter to us, has come and made His home
among us. What an amazing Christmas gift! —Amy

Revel in the joy of being God’s beloved child
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Ascribe to the Lorp the
glory due his name;
bring an offering and
come into his courts.




OUR PERFECT GIFT

Romans 12:1-8

very year our local botanical garden hosts a celebration

of Christmas around the world. My favorite display is a

French nativity. Instead of the traditional scene show-
ing shepherds and wise men with gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh gathered around the manger, it shows French villag-
ers bringing their gifts to baby Jesus. They bring bread, wine,
cheese, flowers, and other items that God has given them the
ability to produce. This reminds me of the Old Testament
command to bring the firstfruits of our labor to the house of
the Lord (Exodus 23:16-19). This depiction of the nativity
illustrates that everything we have comes from God, so the
only thing we have to give is something that God has given us.

When Paul instructed the Romans to present themselves as a
living sacrifice (12:1), he was telling them to give back to God
what God had given them—their own selves. This includes
the gifts He gave them, even their ability to earn a living. We
know that God gives people special abilities. Some, like David,
were skilled in music (1 Samuel 16:18). Some, like Bezalel and
Obholiab, were skilled in artistic works (Exodus 35:30-35).
Others have skill in writing, teaching, gardening, and many
other things.

When we give back to God what He has first given to us, we
give Him the perfect gift—ourselves. —Julie

Savor the joy of serving God with
your abilities
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My soul glorifies the Lord

and my spirit rejoices
in God my Savior.

luke 1:4.6~147

a8




Luke 1:46-55

in Ein Karem, Israel, I was overwhelmed with the beau-

tiful display of sixty-seven mosaics containing the words
of Luke 1:46-55 in as many languages. Traditionally known
as the Magnificat from the Latin “to magnify,” these verses are
Mary’s joyous response to the announcement that she will be
the mother of the Messiah.

S itting in the courtyard of the Church of the Visitation

Each plaque contains Mary’s words, including: “My soul glori-
fies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. . . . For
the Mighty One has done great things for me” (vv. 46-49).
The biblical hymn etched in the tiles is a song of praise as Mary
recounts the faithfulness of God to her and the nation of Israel.

A grateful recipient of God’s grace, Mary rejoices in her salva-
tion (v. 47). She acknowledges that God’s mercy has extended
to the Israelites for generations (v. 50). Looking back over
God’s care for the Israelites, Mary praises God for His powerful
acts on behalf of His people (v. 51). She also thanks God, rec-

ognizing that her daily provision comes from His hand (v. 53).

Mary shows us that recounting the great things God has done
for us is a way to express praise and can lead us to rejoice. This
Christmas season, consider God’s goodness as you reflect on
the year. In doing so, you may create a mosaic of great beauty
with your words of praise. —Lisa

Reflect on the joy of praising Jesus
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Weeping may stay for
the night, but rejoicing
comes in the morning.

Psafiur 30:5




ALWAYS WINTER

Psalm 30:4-12

nlike some of my family—the ones who can’t wait to

go downhill skiing—I don’t look forward to winter.

When the first snowflake falls, I immediately start cal-
culating how many months of Michigan winter are left.

Imagine C. S. Lewis’s fictional world of Narnia, where for a
hundred years it was always winter. Cold, wet snow—with no
hope of springtime ever arriving to wipe away the memories
of icy temperatures and piles of white stuff. But worst of all,
in Narnia, Christmas never came. Always winter and never
Christmas! To me, the best part of winter is the anticipation,
excitement, and wonder of Christmas. Life is bleak when you
have nothing to look forward to.

There are some whose souls are locked in winter. The hardness
of life has frozen their hearts. Disappointed with life, they find
that each day is filled with despair. “Weeping may stay for the
night,” the psalmist tells us, “but rejoicing comes in the morn-
ing” (Psalm 30:5). In the darkest times of our lives, God longs
to turn our “wailing into dancing” (v. 11).

David wrote, “When anxiety was great within me, your con-
solation brought me joy” (Psalm 94:19). If you cry out to God
in the midst of your “winter,” you can experience the joy of the
Christ of Christmas today. —Cindy

Contemplate the joy of anticipation
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The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among
us. We have seen his glory,
the glory as of the one and

only Son, who came from the

Father, full of grace and truth.

Johw 1: 3




THE TIME OF OUR
REJOICING

Deuteronomy 31:9-13

hen Christmas displays go up before Halloween
displays come down, I long for the days when
people didnt think about Christmas until after

Thanksgiving. However, there may be a legitimate reason to
celebrate Christmas in October.

No one knows the exact day when Jesus was born, but Decem-
ber 25 is unlikely. His birth may have been in autumn, when
the weather was still warm enough for shepherds to be out-
doors with their flocks. We know that Jesus was crucified on
Passover, and that the Holy Spirit came on Pentecost. So some
scholars have reasoned that Jesus’s birth may have occurred on
another Jewish holiday, the Feast of Tabernacles, or Sukkot.

Although we cannot know for sure, we do know that it would
be in keeping with God’s way of working to send His Son—the
Word made flesh who “dwelt” (“tabernacled”) among us (John
1:14)—on the Feast of Tabernacles. Sukkot was a time when
observant Jews lived in temporary dwellings and listened to the
Word of the Lord being read (Deuteronomy 31:10-13).

For Jews, Sukkot is “the time of our rejoicing.” For all of us,
our time of rejoicing is the birth of Christ, who brings the joy
of salvation to all the world. —Julie

Bask in the joy of your salvation
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his indescribable gift!
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A REFRESHING CHANGE

2 Corinthians 8:1-9

tarting each October, catalogs begin to fill up my mailbox

advertising clothes, appliances, shoes, candles, books,

music—more than I could ever need or want for myself
or for loved ones at Christmas.

But a particular catalog I received one November was a refresh-
ing change. It was filled with ways people could give to or-
phans, the poor, the hungry, the sick, and the disabled through
an international Christian ministry. The note in the front of
the catalog read: “Share the light and love of Jesus Christ with
people whose lives are filled with darkness and despair.” What
a relief to think about something other than buying one more
thing for someone who already has so much!

The Macedonian church was an example of generosity (2 Cor-
inthians 8:1-6). They gave themselves first to the Lord, then
to those helping the needy in Jerusalem. Paul encouraged the
Corinthians to follow their example and Christ’s, who gave
himself and “became poor, so that [we] through his poverty
might become rich” (v. 9).

Do you want a refreshing change this Christmas? Consider
new ways to give yourself to the Lord and to those in need. It’s
a meaningful way to thank God for “His indescribable gift” of
salvation through His Son. —Anne

Cherish the joy of giving of yourself
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THE MEANING OF
CHRISTMAS

Luke 1:26-38

and less during the Christmas season. An editorial in

a British newspaper stated, “Christ has been detached
from Christmas, and the season is now apparently just a time
for being kind and ensuring that no one is lonely.”

E ach year it seems that Christ’s birth is acknowledged less

We have a magnificent opportunity to spread the good news
that Jesus is the reason for the season. Here are three perspec-
tives on the true meaning of Christmas that we can share with
others:

* Christmas is a birthday celebration, honoring Jesus.
God’s Son took on human flesh and “made his dwelling
among us” (John 1:14).

¢ Jesus came for our sake. He was born to die on a cross for
our sins, and He was resurrected to give us forgiveness
and eternal life (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).

* We can urge people to respond to Jesus with faith,
accepting His offer of salvation (John 1:12; 3:16).

This time of year is more than just a season to be kind. Christ-
mas is about Jesus—the real reason for the season. So, let’s take
the opportunity to tell others the miraculous story of Jesus,
God’s Son. And let’s pray that many, like the wise men who
came to worship the promised Savior (Matthew 2:1-2), will
seek Him and find Him this year. —Joanie

Celebrate the joy of seeking to know
Jesus better
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I thank my God every
time I remember you.

Phidvppians 1:3




A BLESSING BOWL

Romans 1:1-10

he familiar bing of an arriving email caught my

attention while I wrote at my computer. Usually I try

to resist the temptation to check every email, but the
subject line was too enticing: “You are a blessing.”

Eagerly, I opened it to discover a faraway friend telling me
she was praying for my family. Each week, she displays one
Christmas card photo in her kitchen table “Blessing Bowl” and
prays for that family. She wrote, “I thank my God every time
I remember you” (Philippians 1:3) and then highlighted our
efforts to share God’s love with others—our “partnership” in

the gospel.

Through my friend’s intentional gesture, the apostle Paul’s
words to the Philippians came trickling into my inbox, creat-
ing the same joy in my heart I suspect readers received from his
first-century thank-you note. It seems Paul made it a habit to
speak his gratitude to those who worked alongside him. A sim-
ilar phrase opens many of his letters: “I thank my God through
Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported
all over the world” (Romans 1:8).

In the first century, Paul blessed his collaborators with a thank-
you note of prayerfulness. In the twenty-first century, my
friend used a Christmas photo and a Blessing Bowl to bring
joy into my day. How might we thank those who serve in the
mission of God with us today? —FElisa

Appreciate the joy of the work of God’s people
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You will fill me with
joy in your presence,
with eternal pleasures

at your right hand.

Psaun 16:11
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PRESENTS OR
PRESENCE?

1 John 2:24-29

swald Chambers once wrote: “It is not God’s promises
we need, it is [God] himself.”
At Christmastime we often say, “God’s presence is

more important than presents.” But the amount of time and
effort we spend on shopping for gifts may indicate otherwise.

In certain parts of the world, people give gifts on December 6.
By doing so, they have the rest of the month to focus on Jesus
and the wonder of His birth, God’s perfect gift to us.

When we say we want God’s presence more than presents
from others, perhaps we're being truthful. But how many of us
can honestly say that we want God’s presence more than His
presents?

Often we want gifts from God more than we want God him-
self. We want health, wealth, knowledge, a better job, a better
place to live. God may indeed want to give us these things,
but we can’t have them apart from Him. As David said, “You
fill me with joy in your presence” (Psalm 16:11). Presents may
make us happy for a time; earthly gifts from God may make
us happy temporarily, but fullness of joy comes only when we
remain in a right relationship with God.

So, what would Christmas be like if we truly celebrated God’s
presence? —Julie

Rest in the joy of God’s presence
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Blessed is the one who
trusts in the Lorp, whose
confidence is in him.

Jevewnialy, 17:7




WE NEED HOPE

Colossians 1:3-14

dam and Eve didn’t need hope, because they didn't

lack anything they needed. And they had every rea-

son to think that life would go on as pleasantly as it
started—with every good thing that God had given them to
enjoy. But they put it all at risk for the one thing the serpent
said that God had withheld: the knowledge of good and evil
(Genesis 2:17; 3:5). So, when the serpent came with his offer,
Eve was quick to indulge, and Adam was quick to follow (3:06).
They got what they wanted: knowledge. But they lost what
they had: innocence. With the loss of innocence came the need
for hope—hope that their guilt and shame could be removed
and goodness restored.

Christmas is the season of hope. Children hope for the
latest popular toy or game. Families hope that everyone can
make it home for the holidays. But the hope that Christmas
commemorates is much bigger than our holiday desires. Jesus,
the “Desire of All Nations” (Haggai 2:7 Nkjv), has come! He
has “rescued us from the dominion of darkness,” bought our
redemption, and forgiven our sins (Colossians 1:13—14). He
even made it possible for us to be wise about what is good and
innocent about what is evil (Romans 16:19). Christ in us gives
us the hope of glory.

Praise God for the hope of Christmas! —Julie

Lean into the joy and hope of Christmas
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