


This is the most impacting book Lee Grady has ever written. It 
has been exciting to watch Lee become a full-fledged disciple 
maker, like Jesus. Follow Me is not about theory—it’s about life-
style. Lee’s journey is real, hands-on, heart given, time invested, 
and emotions exposed. This book is about how to reproduce 
Christ’s life in others. You will never again question, “Should I 
make disciples?” I challenge you to read and then live this book. 
It is a game changer for the global church.

—Naomi Dowdy
Former Senior Pastor, Apostolic Leader, 

Trinity Christian Centre
Singapore

This book is a gift to this generation. It represents the life work 
of a man of God who has lovingly, selflessly, and authentically 
poured his life out into many others—me included. Lee’s experi-
ences and wisdom, described in Follow Me, will ignite an infec-
tious passion in you to fulfill the Great Commission. Lee’s book 
will also give you practical tools to disciple others to do the same. 
I believe this book will be used around the world as a healthy 
model of how to multiply a new discipleship movement. 

—Josh Lindquist
Evangelist, Global Revival Harvest

St. Paul, Minnesota

I’ve known Lee Grady for several years, and I know everything 
he has written  in this book is a lifestyle for him. His disciple-
ship and mentoring have impacted many, including me—all the 
way to a distant island in Asia. If you’ve been stuck in the same 
place spiritually for many years, or if you’ve had a hard time 
influencing others for Christ, this book is for you. Follow Me 
will help you shift relationally, and it will impact your life spiri-
tually in ways you cannot imagine.  

—Dinesh Michel
President, History Maker Generation

Colombo, Sri Lanka



Today as never before we need laborers for the end-time  har-
vest. Lee Grady reminds us in this book about the importance of 
making disciples the Jesus way. He takes us on a journey of his 
own experiences and through biblical history, giving examples of 
many great men and women who became followers of Jesus and 
then raised up other disciples who changed history. Lee makes one 
thing clear: mass evangelism is not effective unless there is also 
mass discipleship. True disciples are made through deep, devoted, 
and sacrificial relationships with those whom God has entrusted 
to you. This timely book is a great equipping tool for leaders who 
want to be effective in fulfilling the Great Commission. 

—Natasha Schedrivaya
Evangelist, Village Gospel Harvest

Moscow, Russia

From the first time I met Lee Grady, it was easy to recognize 
that his whole life centers on discipleship. Lee is the real deal. He 
doesn’t just talk the talk; he walks the walk. And you will find 
this oozing from the pages of this book as you read story after 
story of his passion. The church needs to go back to the central 
command of our Lord Jesus, which is discipleship. It must be the 
principal work of the church.

—Rev. Yang Tuck Yoong
Senior Pastor, Cornerstone Community Church

Singapore

I can’t think of anyone more qualified to write a book on disci-
pleship than Lee Grady. Everywhere Lee goes, young men drive 
hundreds of miles to be near their trusted mentor. He is a Paul 
figure in my life too, as he is to hundreds of others across the 
globe. Lee believes in discipleship and has committed his life to 
it, and this book is the by-product of that commitment.  Don’t 
just read the information; catch the heart behind the message. 
Go and make disciples! 

—Daniel Weeks
Senior Pastor, Bethel Church

Goldsboro, North Carolina



As one who has been called to preach the gospel to terrorists in 
conflict zones, often at great risk to my personal safety, I have 
benefited greatly from Lee Grady’s practical approach to disci-
pleship over the course of seventeen years that we have main-
tained a close friendship. We have ministered together in Africa, 
Europe, and North America. Many Christians struggle when 
communicating the gospel to others. Most believers are unsure 
of how to share the love of Jesus or how to help people grow in 
the Christian faith. This important book will change the way you 
follow Jesus by providing practical steps on how to communicate 
the love of God and help believers thrive and grow spiritually. I 
highly recommend this transformative book, written by a sea-
soned man of God who consistently practices what he preaches.

—Rev. Kelechi Okengwu
Evangelist

Umuahia, Abia State, Nigeria

I have benefited greatly from Lee Grady’s visits to Singapore, 
where I have pastored an Indonesian congregation for ten years. 
I have watched how he invests sacrificially in others as a disciple 
maker. And I learned an important lesson from Lee when he 
washed the people’s feet while he was preaching here. I began to 
boldly do this too. This book will show you the power of servant 
leadership. 

—Peter Sam
Pastor, Cornerstone Bahasa Indonesia Fellowship

Singapore

You may think you’ve picked up a book to read, but you have 
way more than that with Follow Me. In this book you have a 
window into the life and ministry of my friend Lee Grady. He 
has lived his message first and written it second. I pray you will 
be encouraged, blessed, and graced by God to live a life of rela-
tional discipleship!

—Chris Friend
National Leader, IPHC Ministries

Perth, Australia



Lee Grady has made it his mission to purposely follow Jesus while 
also inviting others to follow in his footsteps with true intention-
ality. Lee has refused to do the work of God’s kingdom alone. 
He’s not trying to be a superstar in the church; he is seeking to 
model true servanthood. Even before this book was written, I 
was a ripened fruit of this message because Lee’s commitment to 
discipleship has impacted me so personally. 

—Antione Ashley
Senior Pastor, Arise Church

DeLand, Florida

I’ve waited for a book like Follow Me for twenty years. But 
more importantly, I waited many years for the Lord to send 
me a mentor like Lee Grady, because I needed discipleship 
as a leader. I needed a safe place to be vulnerable; I needed a 
friend who would not judge or reject me because of my weak-
nesses. I know Lee is just a man, but he is a surrendered man 
who makes himself available to invest in others. Lee’s heart 
bleeds relational discipleship because he wants to see men and 
women healed, strengthened, and mature so they can make 
more disciples.

—Michael Coretti
Senior Pastor, Evangel Pentecostal Church

Brantford, Ontario

Not only does Lee Grady write powerful insights in this book, 
but he lives this message. My leadership style and mindsets 
have changed as a direct result of the life message Lee carries so 
well. I absolutely recommend Follow Me for any believer who 
wants to mature. This book has helped me, and I know it will 
help anyone who wants to become a relational and intentional 
disciple maker.

—Meesh Fomenko
Evangelist, Be Moved
Ventura, California



Follow Me is a book that is relevant to the twenty-first-century 
church. I believe it should be in every church leader’s library. Lee 
has written a readable, practical, inspiring book that brings us 
back to the Great Commission as it was carried out in the Book 
of Acts. The contrast between Jesus’ call to make disciples of 
all nations and the current church model is brought into sharp 
focus. I thank God for Lee Grady’s humility, emphasis on rela-
tionships, and living what he preaches.  

—Fiona Des Fontaine
Former Senior Pastor, His Church

Durban, South Africa

Lee Grady is a humble Bible teacher whose books and messages 
have impacted people globally. His life and teachings speak vol-
umes about his character and passion for Christ. Follow Me will 
take people through an important process: they will shift from 
being fans of Jesus to being true followers of Jesus—and then 
to becoming true influencers. This book will take your personal 
walk with the Lord to a whole new level.

—Ratna Kumar Sajja
Senior Pastor, Messiah Fellowship Church

Vijayawada, India

Follow Me is loaded with gems of truth. It is a must-read for 
every Christian—especially those who are called to expand 
their influence. Lee’s teachings on discipleship and effective 
mentoring are not just textbook subjects. He is a man who 
walks the walk and imparts from his wealth of knowledge and 
experience. This book is a super-rich manual worth sharing 
with all churches.

—Hazeil Miñoza
Pastor, Church Planter,

Cornerstone Community Church
Singapore

If you are looking to make a life-changing impact in the lives 
of people through relational discipleship, this is the book 
to study.  Follow Me  is filled with faith-lifting stories, fresh 



revelation, and practical steps that will empower you to become 
an effective disciple maker. Over the years, I have watched Lee 
not only passionately teach on this subject but most importantly 
live it out daily. You and all the people you will influence will 
benefit from this important book.

—Paul Hanfere
Pastor, Overflow City Church

Silver Spring, Maryland
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To the men and women I have mentored over the years.  
I carry you in my heart always.

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always 
offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all.

—Philippians 1:3–4
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Author’s Note

The Ichthus Symbol

Throughout this book you will notice a symbol that was 
used by early Christians during the time of the Roman 
Empire. We call it the ichthus or ichthys symbol because 

it is based on the Greek word for fish, which in the Greek is 
spelled ἰχθύς1 (also IXOYΣ). This fish symbol, composed of two 
simple arcs, reminded believers that Jesus called His disciples to 

“become fishers of men” (Mark 1:17).
But the ichthus has a much deeper meaning. It was actually a 

mnemonic tool used to teach the gospel message. When spelled 
out, the letters for the word fish formed an acrostic—ἰ (iota) 
stands for “Jesus,” χ (chi) stands for “Christ,” θ (theta) stands 
for “God,” ύ (upsilon) stands for “Son,” and ς (sigma) stands for 

“Savior.”2 
Christians during the first, second, and third centuries AD 

put this symbol on doors, tombs, and meeting places to remind 
people that they worshipped Jesus Christ, the Son of God and 
Savior of the world. If a Christian in those difficult times 
met a stranger on the road, he or she might scribble one of 
the arcs in the sand or on a rock, and the other person—if a 
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Christian—would complete the picture to prove he or she was 
also a follower of Jesus.3

The ichthus is a somber reminder of the price early Christians 
paid to follow the Messiah in a hostile culture. It is also a pow-
erful symbol of discipleship. Since the day that Jesus invited His 
disciples to become fishers of men, millions of people have “left 
their nets” (Matt. 4:20) to follow the Savior—and after being dis-
cipled themselves have in turn discipled others. This is the reason 
the gospel continues to spread throughout the world today. My 
prayer is that we will take up our crosses and follow Him fully. 
May we complete the task of discipling all nations in our genera-
tion. Come quickly, Lord Jesus!
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Foreword
By Barry St. Clair

More than anyone else in my life experience, Lee 
Grady has understood and practiced the way of Jesus 
in making disciples. The global influence Lee has had 

in doing this astounds me, both in the depth of his relationships 
with his disciples and the breadth of the number of disciples in 
whom he has invested. They are all over the world! 

Though I can take no credit for how the Lord has used Lee to 
make disciples, I can tell you how it began. Years ago, though a 
novice in youth ministry, I had discovered that teenagers did not 
need entertainment and events to follow Jesus but rather rela-
tionships in a small-group setting. Yet I had no idea how to do 
that. 

On my first attempt at a discipleship group in 1973, I gathered 
six fifteen-year-old guys from my church and taught them Bible 
lessons in my basement in suburban Atlanta. When I asked for 
questions, all I heard was crickets. After ten weeks of these awk-
ward lessons, I knew my approach was not working. 

That insight became very evident when I heard that one 
young man in our group—Lee Grady—had decided to drop out 
of church. That was not the outcome I had in mind! When I met 
with Lee and asked him about his spiritual struggle, he answered, 

“I am confused.” That conversation led to a closer relationship 
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between Lee and me, a fresh restart of our discipleship group, 
and the beginning of Lee’s personal relationship with Jesus. 

For the next three years Lee and the others met with me 
every week to explore who Jesus is and how to follow Him. From 
then until now Lee and I have shared life together. We did min-
istry trips, I was a groomsman in his wedding in Florida, and I 
preached at his ordination in Georgia. He was also visiting me at 
my house the weekend my first wife, Carol, died. 

I also spoke at several of Lee’s Bold Venture men’s retreats. 
Recently he and I did tag team speaking at a summit on disciple-
ship, and we offered ourselves as living illustrations that affirmed 
Jesus’ words, “Go and make disciples of all nations.” Lee and I 
spend time together at every opportunity. We laugh and cry, talk 
and pray, and experience friendship at its deepest level. And I 
revel at hearing the personal stories of the astounding number of 
people Lee disciples around the world.

Throughout the years, I have watched Lee follow in Jesus’ foot-
steps as He mentors people. Jesus’ course of action led His dis-
ciples to experience significant life changes—until they became 
life changers themselves. I see this four-step pattern in the New 
Testament:

1.	“I do it.” Jesus never asked His disciples to do any-
thing that He had not done first. He set the pace.

2.	“I do it, and they are with Me.” Jesus always had His 
disciples with Him except for times when He slipped 
away to spend time with His Father.

3.	“They do it, and I am with them.” Eventually Jesus 
sent His disciples out to do what He had been doing, 
yet He was always close by. 

4.	“They do it, and I am in the background to 
encourage.” When Jesus ascended to the Father, 
He left the Holy Spirit to give His disciples all they 
needed to keep on doing what He had been doing.
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Foreword

This kind of reproducing, multiplying disciple making is 
what changed the world in the first century, and it remains the 
only way to reach the world with the gospel and change it in the 
twenty-first  century. Lee’s book Follow Me will give you what 
you need so that you too can engage in Jesus’ ministry of pro-
ducing life change and life changers!

  Investing in Lee Grady’s life and Lee’s investing in mine 
stand out as one of my greatest life privileges. What you will 
read in these pages will convince you to do what Lee Grady has 
done. Better yet, reading this book and then investing your life 
in disciple making as Lee does will cause you to spend your time 
doing exactly what Jesus did!

Barry St. Clair was the founder and director of Reach Out 
Youth Solutions, an Atlanta-based ministry focused on training 
youth pastors and leaders. An expert on youth discipleship, he 
now serves as vice president of Global Youth Engagement for East-
West Ministries, based in the Dallas area. St. Clair is the author 
of numerous books, including Jesus No Equal, Influencing Your 
World, Following Jesus, Making Jesus Lord, and Talking With 
Your Kids About Love, Sex, and Dating.



DISCIPLESHIP TIP
Be Relational, Not Professional

Imagine the apostle Paul in a cold, dark prison in Rome. His feet 
may have been chained. His cell may have had rats or mildew. 
He knew he could die any day, so he thought a lot about heav-
en. Yet in that awful place he wrote to his disciples in Philippi: 

“I have you in my heart” (Phil. 1:7). He also said: “How I long for 
you all with the affection of Christ Jesus” (v. 8). I imagine Paul 
wept as he penned those words. Yet when we read them today 
in our Bibles, we don’t see the tearstains.

What motivated Paul to pour out his life “as a drink offer-
ing” (Phil. 2:17) for others? He had God’s deep love for people. 
This same love is what fuels my passion for discipleship. I feel 
love and affection for those I mentor. I have their photos in my 
phone, and I pray for them daily. I call, text, and chat with them 
on Zoom calls. I meet with them for face-to-face conversations. 
And yes, the goodbyes are painful. Discipleship isn’t clini-
cal, programmatic, or professional. It is warm, relational, and 
stained with tears. If you want to make disciples as Jesus did, 
ask Him to put His gigantic heart of love inside you.
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“Follow Me”—the 
Call of the Savior

In early 2020, two months before I ever heard the word 
coronavirus, I stopped at a convenience store near my home 
in LaGrange, Georgia, to fill up my gas tank. When I went 

inside to purchase a few items, I noticed the clerk at the cash 
register had a thick Indian accent. “What part of India are you 
from?” I asked the man, who looked as if he was in his late forties.

The man seemed surprised that I knew his ethnicity. He asked: 
“You know India?” 

I told him I had visited there four times and that I had good 
friends in several cities in the states of Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 
Maharashtra, Bihar, Tamil Nadu, and Kerala. 

“I am from Hyderabad,” he told me as he handed me my change. 
“Oh, so you speak the Telegu language,” I said. Now I had the 

man’s full attention. He couldn’t believe a guy from a small town 
in Georgia knew anything about his country or his regional dia-
lect. He seemed surprised that I cared. He smiled and bobbed his 
head from side to side in typical Indian fashion.

In that moment all the other customers left the store, and I 
was able to have a focused conversation with my new friend. I 
learned that his name is Mahipal, that he has a wife and family 
back home, and that he grew up in a nominal Christian family. 
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When I explained that I’m a minister and that I have some close 
disciples in Hyderabad, he asked me point-blank: “Would you 
disciple me?” 

I can promise you I had never heard those words before while 
standing at a store counter!

That began a fascinating friendship that grew more inter-
esting when the coronavirus pandemic shut down all my travels 
and forced most businesses to close. Fortunately for Mahipal, 
his store was considered an essential business, so it stayed open. 
And since he worked seven days a week, I started visiting him on 
most mornings to help him grow in his faith. 

A few weeks later he realized he had never actually been born 
again. Like so many nominal Christians in India, Mahipal went 
to church only once or twice a year and did not take his faith 
seriously. He followed a dead religious tradition. So we prayed 
together at a table in the rear of his store, near the video poker 
machines. He invited Jesus to take over his life.

Thus began my journey of discipleship with Mahipal. He wore 
a mask and gloves on the job, and we stayed six feet away from 
each other to comply with pandemic rules. We greeted each 
other with elbow bumps instead of hugs. But Mahipal’s smile got 
brighter each day as I shared Christ’s love with him as a mentor 
and friend.

Every morning I would stop at the store to have a coffee and an 
informal Bible lesson with Mahipal. We talked about prayer, the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit, and the differences among Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John. (When we first started our Bible studies, 
he assumed that John the Baptist wrote John’s Gospel.) Mahipal 
often had to run to the counter to sell cigarettes, beer, or lottery 
tickets to customers, but then he rushed back to read another 
Bible verse or to ask another question. This went on for months.

One day we began talking about the importance of water baptism, 
and Mahipal asked if he could be baptized. Most churches weren’t 
having in-person services at that time, but a pastor I knew offered 
to fill the baptismal tank in his church on a Sunday afternoon. I 
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invited about ten friends, and they distanced themselves all over 
the sanctuary and wore masks. I got tearful when Mahipal stood 
in the water and testified that Jesus Christ is the only true God. His 
boss, who was a Hindu, was watching from the back of the church.

I call this my “pandemic miracle” because I never would have 
expected to take on such an important ministry assignment when 
the world was in total lockdown. Mahipal helped me understand 
that even during a world crisis when people were sheltering in 
place, God was still drawing people to Himself. The Holy Spirit 
is never in quarantine.

After Mahipal’s baptism, I shared with him about the impor-
tance of being baptized in the Holy Spirit. Being unfamiliar with 
the biblical term, he thought we needed to fill up the baptismal 
tank again with water for a second dunk! I explained to him 
that we only needed to pray and that God would fill him with 
the Holy Spirit and anoint him for ministry. We prayed together 
the next week in his backyard on a hot Georgia afternoon, and 
Mahipal was gloriously filled with the Spirit’s power and bold-
ness as he sat in a lawn chair.

The next day I got a text from Mahipal. He said: “Can you 
follow up with this person? I just prayed with him to receive 
Jesus.” He had led a man to Christ in the gas station! 

Over the course of the next few months, Mahipal prayed 
with eleven people to become Christians. In each case they were 
paying for cigarettes or other items, and he started a conversa-
tion with them about faith while they were standing at the cash 
register. One lady who was buying cigarettes even began crying 
as she prayed with my friend.

A few more months went by, and Mahipal realized he needed 
to go home to India to tend to his family there. Before we said 
our goodbyes, he told me his plan. “Pastor Lee, when I get back to 
Hyderabad I am going to invite all my nominal Christian friends 
and my Hindu friends to my house for a meal. I am going to share 
my testimony with them and tell how I was born again in America. 
I want to lead many people to Jesus when I return,” he said. 
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I encouraged Mahipal to watch some old Billy Graham ser-
mons on YouTube so he could learn how to present the gospel 
message clearly. And the day I took him to the Atlanta airport 
to fly home, I prayed with Mahipal’s Hindu boss to become a 
Christian. The man who had watched the baptism from the back 
of the church in May decided to follow Jesus too. 

A chain reaction of grace had started before Mahipal arrived 
home on the other side of the world.

It is impossible for me to fully express the joy I feel when I see 
how this dear Indian brother is following Christ today. We talk 
often on video calls. He got connected to a healthy church in 
Hyderabad, and he is growing spiritually.

I didn’t know I would meet him when I went into a gas sta-
tion in early 2020 to purchase a bottle of water. I had no idea 
that this chance encounter at Exit 14 off Interstate 85 in Georgia 
would lead to hours and hours of discipleship meetings in his 
store. And I had no clue that this seemingly soft-spoken man 
with a thick foreign accent would end up going back to India to 
lead others to Christ.

This story demonstrates the power of relational discipleship. 
When you influence one person for Jesus, it triggers a domino 
effect. It starts small, but the impact builds over time. It’s pos-
sible that hundreds of people in India will find Christ because I 
spent time studying the Book of Mark with one Indian convert 
in the back of a convenience store in Georgia. After God uses 
you in a situation like the one I’ve just described, you will want 
to spend the rest of your life making disciples. His using me in 
this way is the reason discipleship has become my passion. And 
the need for every believer to make disciples is the reason the 
message of this book is so important.

Jesus Began With a Few

My wife and I had the opportunity to tour Israel with a small 
group of friends in 2018. I’ll never forget walking along the rocky 
shore of the Sea of Galilee, looking out at the small fishing boats 
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and imagining what it would have been like to see Jesus and His 
small group of disciples in that place, just a few miles south of 
Capernaum. 

When I got close to the water I rolled up my pants to my knees 
and waded in. I noticed some fishermen throwing their nets into 
the blue waters. I closed my eyes and tried to visualize a young 
Peter and his brother, Andrew, as they dragged their boat out 
from the shore and threw their nets on the waves. Fishing had 
been their daily routine for a long time. But one special day Jesus 
showed up and called to them from the water’s edge, “Follow Me, 
and I will make you become fishers of men” (Mark 1:17, emphasis 
added).

Peter and Andrew didn’t fully understand what Jesus meant 
when He issued that strange invitation. But they knew He was 
a rabbi, and they understood that He was inviting them to leave 
their mundane jobs on the water and begin a new spiritual 
adventure. They didn’t hesitate. Mark 1:18 says, “Immediately 
they left their nets and followed him.”

That same day Jesus invited James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, to join His small group. The four men went with Jesus 
to the local synagogue, where Jesus’ sermon was suddenly inter-
rupted by the tortured cries of a demon-possessed man. The 
demon screamed at Jesus: “I know who you are—the Holy One 
of God!” (Mark 1:24). Then Jesus commanded the evil spirit 
to leave, and the man was thrown into convulsions before the 
demon screamed again and left the man’s body (vv. 25–26).

Can you imagine what Peter, Andrew, James, and John were 
thinking during this chaotic scene? “What are we doing here? Is 
every day going to be like this? How did Jesus do that?” But the 
four men stayed close to Jesus as they left the synagogue and 
walked to Peter’s house nearby. 

Everyone in Capernaum was talking about Jesus that day—
and the four young disciples were now part of the action. The 
townspeople were saying, “He commands even the unclean 
spirits, and they obey Him!” (Mark 1:27). But Jesus didn’t do this 
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amazing feat alone—He had His four friends with Him. His new 
companions were a part of this bold mission.

That evening at Peter’s house, Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-
law from a fever (Mark 1:29–31). Jesus’ powerful ministry became 
very personal to Peter that day. As soon as word got out about 
that miracle, everyone from the city was at the door. Family and 
friends brought their sick loved ones to be healed, and others 
were delivered from demons (vv. 32–34). 

Peter’s house suddenly became ground zero for something 
wonderful. The next morning, when Peter went to tell Jesus that 
more people were looking for Him, Jesus said these words: “Let 
us go somewhere else to the towns nearby, so that I may preach 
there also; for that is what I came for” (Mark 1:38).

Notice Jesus did not say, “I need to go to some other towns” 
or “People need Me over in Nazareth or in Samaria.” He said to 
Peter, “Let us go.” Jesus did not see the mission as His alone. He 
wanted His followers to join Him. They were His team. He had 
every intention of including them in His quest.

These beautiful scenes show us the essence of biblical disciple-
ship. Jesus came to save the world, and He invites us to join Him 
in His work. Of course we don’t have the power to save people 
from sin. We are flawed vessels of clay. Yet He calls us to be His 
coworkers—to walk with Him, to feel what He feels, and to be a 
part of His audacious mission to change the whole world. 

He wants to do His work through us.
When Jesus issued His original invitation to Peter, He said: 

“Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men” (Mark 
1:17). Jesus’ mission is to “catch” as many “fish” as possible—but 
He does this by training men and women to be His workforce. If 
we choose to follow Him, we must go through a process of growth 
and training. 

You don’t become a fisher of men overnight. Jesus said, “I will 
make you become…” (emphasis added). He invites us to enroll in 
a supernatural process of spiritual formation. When we submit 
to that process we become more like Him, and we begin to do 
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His work in His way. We become true disciples who carry His 
heart, reflect His character, and complete His mission.

Peter went through quite a process. From the moment Jesus 
moved into his house, this fisherman had a front-row seat as 
the gospel story unfolded. He watched the healing of paralytics, 
lepers, and bleeding women; he listened closely to Jesus’ teach-
ings as the disciples walked along the dusty roads; he heard the 
Pharisees question Jesus and listened in amazement as Jesus 
rebuked them. 

At one point Jesus even called Peter out of the boat to walk 
with Him on the water (Matt. 14:28–29). In another instance Jesus 
told Peter to go and find a coin in a fish’s mouth (17:27). And after 
Jesus fed a multitude with just a few scraps of food, He asked 
Peter: “But who do you say that I am?” and Peter gave the right 
answer: “You are the Christ” (Mark 8:29). Peter was well on his 
way to becoming a leader among Jesus’ followers. He was probably 
the first of Jesus’ followers to realize that Jesus was the Messiah.

The training got more rigorous after Jesus called the three 
men in His inner circle—Peter, James, and John—to see His 
heavenly glory on the Mount of Transfiguration. Peter stared in 
awe as Moses and Elijah conversed with Jesus and a cloud of 
shining glory covered them. The three uneducated fishermen, 
with their jaws dropping, were given the chance to see things 
that angels have longed to see for ages. They beheld the Messiah 
in His heavenly glory and realized He is the focal point of all his-
tory (Matt. 17:1–8).

All this was part of a divine preparation process. But Jesus 
didn’t allow these lofty revelations to puff Peter up with pride; 
before Jesus’ crucifixion, Peter came face to face with his own 
soul-crushing weakness. In a moment of intense temptation, 
Peter almost crossed over to the dark side.

The night Jesus was arrested, Peter was stressed to the breaking 
point and fearful of the crowd. When the high priest’s servant 
girl accused him of being a disciple of Jesus, he denied it (Mark 
14:66–68, mev). When the girl repeated her accusation to some 
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bystanders, Peter denied knowing Jesus again (vv. 69–70). When 
others questioned him, Peter “began to invoke a curse on him-
self, and to swear, ‘I do not know this Man of whom you speak’” 
(v. 71, mev). The brave disciple who had promised Jesus he would 
follow Him anywhere turned into a pitiful wimp. He caved under 
the pressure. When the rooster crowed, Peter remembered Jesus’ 
words: “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three 
times” (v. 72, mev).

This could have been the end for Peter. He wept bitterly 
and disappeared (Mark 14:72). No words beyond his denial are 
recorded in Matthew’s and Mark’s Gospels. In the Gospel of 
Luke, we read that Peter went to Jesus’ tomb and found it empty. 
John’s Gospel is the only one that describes how Peter found full 
restoration after his failure. 

Sulking, lonely and dejected, Peter went back to what he 
knew—his boring fishing job. He had fished all night and caught 
nothing (John 21:3). Perhaps he feared that God had rejected him 
forever. But then Jesus appeared on the shore and invited His 
friends to cast their nets on the right side of the boat—and they 
hauled in a full net of fish (v. 6).

This was a divine sign that their Master still had plans to 
use Peter in spite of his cowardly denials. Peter must have been 
curious when he saw the smoke from the charcoal fire Jesus had 
made on the beach. How could this be? Jesus wasn’t frowning 
or scowling. Nor was He waiting to deliver a stern rebuke. He 
didn’t scold Peter or even remind him of his cowardly denial. 
This amazing Savior simply invited Peter to sit with Him and eat 
a hot breakfast. Jesus wanted to eat grilled fish with His friend 
and chat with him by the warmth of that fire (John 21:9–13). 

Before that breakfast conversation ended, Jesus repeated some 
important words that Peter had heard a few years earlier on that 
same rocky shoreline. 

Jesus said again, “Follow Me” (John 21:19). 
Jesus had not disqualified Peter! He was renewing His invita-

tion. The broken, unstable man whom Jesus nicknamed a “rock” 
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was not sent away (Matt. 16:18). He was back in the game. Jesus 
had taken His beloved friend through a rigorous training pro-
cess that included an embarrassing failure. But on that day He 
reaffirmed that He would use Peter to “catch” many souls and 
reproduce the life of God in people.

What is even more amazing is the way the shaky, impetuous, 
insecure Peter was transformed after he was baptized in the Holy 
Spirit a few weeks later in the Upper Room in Jerusalem. This weak 
man, who crumbled under pressure when his Master was arrested, 
then preached the gospel to a huge crowd—and three thousand 
people made decisions to follow the Messiah (Acts 2:14–41). 

Jesus did exactly what He said He would: He made Peter a 
fisher of men. 

This is what God wants to do to you—and to every follower 
of Christ. Just as Peter had to be transformed, so you too must 
go through a process to become a disciple maker. Don’t focus 
on your flaws or failures; grace will change you. When you 
read Peter’s first epistle you see that he became an apostle and 
a strong spiritual father to his followers (1 Pet. 1:1). Peter wrote 
this letter to “newborn babies,” and he challenged them to “grow” 
(2:2). Jesus had miraculously changed Peter from a weak man 
into a powerful influencer who nurtured and mentored others.

I have seen this pattern unfold in my own life. As I grew spiri-
tually, God began to bring people into my life, and I helped them 
grow.

Many years ago I met a young man named Paul Muzichuk at 
a conference in Florida. Paul was born in Ukraine, but he came 
to the United States as a young boy and grew up in Russian-
speaking churches. He had a huge passion for God, but he lacked 
direction because mentoring and discipleship are rare in the 
Slavic Christian context. When Paul talked to me I could sense 
he had a hunger to be trained.

I invited Paul to breakfast during that conference, and he admits 
to this day that he couldn’t believe I wanted to meet with him. In 
fact, when I invited him, he didn’t think I was serious. No leader in 
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his circle ever paid much attention to young people. I saw poten-
tial in this young man, and I wanted to encourage him. Little did 
I know that our friendship would grow and he would eventually 
travel with me on more than two dozen trips to many cities in the 
United States as well as to Hungary, Romania, and Colombia.

Eventually Paul came to work for me as my ministry adminis-
trator while he was working part-time for his church in Florida. 
When we were together, Paul would pick my brain constantly 
for leadership tips or insights into Scripture. We would stay up 
late during ministry trips talking about how God moved in the 
meetings and what we learned from various challenges. I knew 
Paul was watching me, not only while I was preaching but also 
when I experienced disappointment or criticism or when I was 
facing financial challenges.

Before long I found myself giving Paul the microphone and 
letting him preach in my ministry events. I will never forget the 
night he preached to a group of men in Maryland about how 
God taught him to forgive some people who treated him unjustly. 
There is no greater feeling of fulfillment than when you see your 
spiritual children growing up and acting like Jesus! 

I can’t take credit for Paul’s maturity, but I know the Lord 
allowed me to play a small role in helping him grow as a leader. 
Paul eventually was asked to take a full-time pastoral position 
with his church in Florida, and I had to cut the umbilical cord 
and release him to bless others. This is one of the most difficult 
things about discipleship—we must let people go. They can’t stay 
in the nest forever. But my friendship with Paul remains strong 
to this day. 

During the past few years I have had the amazing privilege of 
mentoring many young leaders like Paul: there’s Clem, a Chinese 
guy from Australia who shares his faith with students as well as 
members of the medical community; Robert, a pastor in Uganda 
who has established a thriving school for needy kids as well as a 
women’s shelter; Billy, a young Filipino living in Singapore who 
is now leading a congregation of Filipino immigrants; Khuram, 
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a Pakistani American who has founded an Urdu church in 
Baltimore; and Alex, a businessman who leads the men’s disci-
pleship ministry in his church in Romania. 

Jesus made me a fisher of men, just as He did Peter. My influ-
ence has expanded beyond my wildest dreams simply because 
Jesus showed me how to invest in people. I believe this is what Jesus 
was referring to when He promised us abundant life in John 10:10. 
There is nothing more rewarding than meaningful relationships.

Peter had a special bond with the people he mentored. And 
at the end of his first epistle he mentions his “son,” Mark (1 Pet. 
5:13). This is the same Mark who wrote the Gospel of Mark! Peter 
had the privilege of discipling a young man who gave us one of 
the four Gospels. God can give you disciples who will reach far 
more people than you do. When you choose to follow Jesus, He 
will make you a person of transforming influence.

LET’S PRAY ABOUT IT
Lord, make me a fisher of men. You did it with Peter 
two thousand years ago. Do it again with me. Take me 
through Your holy process so I can reproduce Your life 
in others. Direct my steps so that I will meet people 
who need Jesus. Give me the boldness to share the mes-
sage of Christ with them and the patience to mentor 
them in the faith. Amen.

ONE FINAL THOUGHT
Every true believer born into the family of God has the poten-
tial of being a reproducer.1 

—Dawson Trotman, Founder, The Navigators 




