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“You shall not bow down to them or worship them;
for 1, the L™° , your God, am a jealous God.”

EXODUS 20:5

ho wants to be thought of as jealous? This unflattering

description brings to mind the petty schoolgirl who
bitterly resents the spotlight that a peer is enjoying, or the fact
that her rival’s boyfriend is cuter than hers. To be jealous is to
be vain, selfish, suspicious. It is to want what others have, never
fully acknowledging or appreciating the good things in one’s
own life.

And yet, there is another kind of jealousy—a holy version.
It’s this noble form of jealousy that God has for His people,
according to the Bible. But why is this a fitting jealousy? Why is
God right to want us exclusively for Himself? Because He made
us, and in Christ He purchased us (1 Corinthians 6:20; 7:23).

Divine jealousy isn’t motivated by greed or selfishness. God’s
holy jealousy is rooted in a desire to protect, provide, and bless.
He always and only wants what is best for His chosen ones. And
what can be better than His perfect love?

Instead of imagining the negative and hurtful jealousy displayed
by a petty schoolgirl, we need to imagine the protecting and
providing jealousy of God. Picture God more as a loving father
who discovers his homeless son sleeping in a filthy gutter.
Imagine how this father might jealously seek to rescue his
son. The father’s goal is to restore his son’s life, not to further
punish him.

When God freed the Hebrew people from slavery in Egypt, He
took them to Mount Sinai. At the foot of the mountain, God told
them they would soon be surrounded by neighbors who were
devoted to other gods. He warned them they would be tempted
to turn away and be unfaithful. Lastly, He assured them He
would not stand idly by and allow that to happen. As a jealous
God, He would fight fervently for their attention and affection.

When God calls Himself jealous, it is a reminder to us that our
worship cannot be divided. The Great Commandment is to love
God with “all” (not part of) our hearts. He alone is worthy of
our devotion. He alone is deserving of our hearts. He knows
that the ones He loves will find life, ultimate meaning, purpose,
and joy nowhere else. He knows that He alone always seeks
what'’s best for us. He also knows that He alone is the one place
where our hearts will find their true home.

This is why when Jesus came, He reminded us that we cannot
serve two masters (Matthew 6:24). He told us that whoever is not
for God is against Him (Luke 11:23). It is tempting to be “sort
of,” “sometimes,” or “mostly” devoted to God. But we either give
ourselves to Him or we give ourselves to other lovers. God is
jealous for our love because He is zealous for us to know His.

What are the rivals for God in your heart and life?
TRy
PRAYER

God, drive from my heart anything that captures my attention
and affection more than You. May I not make You jealous today
by being unfaithful. Amen.

READ MORE: EXODUS 34:13- 14; ISAIAH 42:7- 8




“Int thee Deginning God creaded the keavens and the earth.”

GEMESIS 1Y

hen you introduce yoursell to somesne, what name do

yous uset Dioes it depend on your sudience? 1f you want
to impress someone, do you throw a title before [or after) your
mamed If you're introdecing yoursell 1o a child, vou might wse
2 “Mr" or "Ms" Or if you want 1o put someons a1 ease, you
might Entrosduce vourself with a nickname—"My friends call
me Chipper.”

W offten use Introductions as opportunities to tell people about
ourselves, Within a fraction of a second, we decide what we
want & person 1o knpow about us, and we copvey some of that
information through our intraduction. Imagine God extending
His hand te youa En Infradsction, "Hello,” He sayvs. "My name is
Elohim.” Essentially, that's what He does in the Bibde *In the
beginning, Elehim created the heavens and the earth.”

The Bible includes more than one hundred manes for God, yet
this is the one He starts with: Elshim—suprems God, strong
Chne, Say it alowd; the name even sownmds mighty, Elakdm s used
2570 times in Scl!plu'rz. Owver and over, God's Word reminds
us of God's strength, His might, And the more we seck Gosd, the
more we come i pen-nqulhl kv and experience His power.
Sometimes we faoe obstecles that seem huge. Somctimes we
final cavrselves :I.lr:'ng at a wall toa tall 1o see over, loo thick 1o
knock down. It is then we musst rermemaber to call owt 1o Elefitm,
W oare nad d::dan:d to live this life l.lﬂl'lﬂ. CHAr PR :l:r\qnﬁl:h:

we are designed to need His. When we are scared, we have
Elakim, When we are suffering, we have Elokim, When we are
overwhelmed, anxious, or exhavsted, we have Flokim

Crod has made Himself and His supernatural power available to
us. All e have todo i take His hand,
What struggles in your life reveal your inadequiate
strengthy In wiat aneas do you reed e Hfe-sustainlng
power that can only comre from Elokim?
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PRAYER

Elakim, thank You for :I'I'I:Ilti.rlﬁ_ Youwrsell known 1o me. Thank
You for Your power, Your might, Yeur strength. Help me to
never diubl Your strength but Lo rely on it every niinute of every
day. Please continue 1o reveal Yoursell fo me, 1 want to knoew
moare af You. Aren.

READ MORE I5ALAH 4000; 3 CORINTHEANS 12910
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| EL Rol
| THE GOD WHO SEES ME

\ *“She gave this namte to fhe L°° | wha spoke to her:
“¥ow e the Gid who seed mie,” for she said, Thave now seen
the Ore whe sees me”™

GENTSIE g1

hen we're up o e ﬁu-l;rd. wed 'pq'vrfer 1o go unnoticed.

But who wants 1o be overbooked when life s unraveling?
The encouraging story of Hagar is for everyone wlhoe's ever felt
invisibhe, Everything changed for this Egyptian servant when
ale was given by her barren mistress, Sarai, to Abram in onder
to canceive an helr for him, Hagar’s afection for Saral quickly
morphed imo condescension once Hagar became pregnant with
Abrams child. Thisled 10 abusive behavior at the honds of Sarai,
When the harassment becarme imtolerable, Hagar abrupthy fled
into the wilderniess without money, food, water, or a plan,

Trudging all alone and pregrant threagh 2 desert wasteland, no
doubt feeling forgotten, Hagar stumbled upon a desert spring.
When she stopped to drink, she found mose than refreshing
waler. She found supernatural help! In angelic form, the Lord
miet her. He peassaned her with bavish promises. He promised
that her som would Bve and become 2 father wilh descendeni=
“boo numeroas o count,” Then he sent her back home filled and
strengthened with naw hnp-r. 5 it any wiindar Hagar gave the
Losd the name “The God wivw sees me™?

Implicit in this name is God's overriding compassion. When
Hagor had no ddea where 10 go or what to do next, she was
reminded that God i real, that He sees the needs of His

creatures, and that He draws near to help. God doesn't just
glance our way; long and hard, He studies the difficulties we
face. And then He acts.

Do vou feel lke vou're alone, that nobody really sees (much less
uriderstands) the troubles you face? Maybe vou feel like injustice
s rampant in your life. Even in such dark times, trust that
Crod is B Bed, He sees—and He sees you. He books intently. He
nolices. He stusdies everything and misses nothing. (Others may
ovierbook you or forget yeu, bul Gosd never will. And because
He sees yoai, He knows what you need and gledly provides the
conmbort you are looking for.

Do you see the God who is watching you?

Where di you feel most belpless and alone?
I wefend warys wonld i eomnford pour do keiow that
Giod sees and Intimately knows your situationd

e et
FPRAYER

You are the God who sees me. Thank ¥ou for kecping Your eye
an i, for knawing my situatbon, and for caring about what
happens o me. Amen.

BREALY MORE: PSALM 133:1; MATTHEW &4
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