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Introduction 

My Utmost for His Highest has been a close companion to me through most of my 
Christian life. It was first recommended to me by my pastor, Charles Stanley, who 
has often expressed his love for its powerful content. It is a work that has endured 
far beyond the author’s death in 1917. Oswald Chambers, who died at the age 
of 43, originally shared these thoughts as lectures at the Bible Training College 
in Clapham, England, from 1911 to 1915, and as devotional talks while serving 
with the Young Men’s Christian Association from 1915 to 1917. The YMCA had 
appointed him to serve in Egypt with the Australian and New Zealand troops 
who were guarding the Suez Canal during World War I. These lectures and talks 
were later compiled by Chambers’s wife and published in book form in 1927 in 
England, and in 1935 in the United States. It has since become the best-selling 
devotional book of all time.

The idea of a new edition was prompted by the changes in the English language 
over the last century. As a Christian bookstore owner, I have sold thousands of 
copies of My Utmost for His Highest through the years. However, because of these 
language changes, I have had an ever-increasing concern that readers were not 
gleaning all they could from the book. One morning, after reading the devotional 
selection for that day, I asked the Lord to impress on someone a burden to write a 
new edition. Much to my surprise, I immediately sensed God’s directive to write 
it myself. I began that same day.

What you hold in your hand is the culmination of approximately 1,800 hours 
of research and editing. It is not a paraphrase of the original work, but could be 
considered a translation of it. Thousands of word studies have been done to ren-
der an accurate yet readable edition. This edition also includes the reference for 
every Scripture quotation to allow the reader to further his study of the biblical 
passage. (Note: Scripture quotations without references are passages that have 
been referred to earlier in the selection.) I encourage you to read with this book 
in one hand and your Bible in the other.

This book is not the Bible—it is intended to point you to the Bible. The desire 
of my heart is that this work will unlock for you the treasure of the truth of God’s 
Word and the insights into that truth that Oswald Chambers explored. May you 
use this book as a help in meditating on God’s Word, and as a help in applying 
it to your life.

James Reimann
Joshua 1:8



About Oswald Chambers

Oswald Chambers was born in Aberdeen, 
Scotland, in 1874, the youngest son of 

a Baptist minister. He spent his boyhood 
years in Perth; then his family moved to 
London when Oswald was fifteen. Shortly 
after the move to London, Oswald made 
his public profession of faith in Christ and 
became a member of Rye Lane Baptist 
Church. This marked a period of rapid spir-
itual growth, along with an intense struggle 
to find God’s will and way for his life.

A gifted artist and musician, Chambers 
trained at London’s Royal Academy of Art, 
sensing God’s direction to be an ambassador 
for Christ in the world of art and aesthetics. 
While studying at the University of Edin-
burgh (1895–96), he decided, after an ago-

nizing internal battle, to study for the ministry. He left the university and entered 
Dunoon College, near Glasgow, where he remained as a student, and then a tutor 
for nine years.

On May 25, 1910, he married Gertrude (Biddy) Hobbs, and on May 24, 1913, 
their daughter Kathleen was born. Oswald loved children and found unending 
delight in his daughter.

In 1906 Oswald had traveled to the United States, spending six months teach-
ing at God’s Bible School in Cincinnati, Ohio. From there, he went to Japan, 
visiting the Tokyo Bible School, founded by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cowman. This 
journey around the world in 1906–7 marked his transition from Dunoon College 
to full-time work with the Pentecostal League of Prayer.

Much appreciated as a teacher of rare insight and expression, Chambers served 
as: traveling speaker and representative of the League of Prayer, 1907–10; principal 
and main teacher of the Bible Training College, London, 1911–15; and YMCA 
chaplain to British Commonwealth soldiers in Egypt, 1915–17.

Oswald Chambers died in Cairo on November 15, 1917, at the age of forty-three, 
of complications following an emergency appendectomy.

During the seven years of their marriage, Biddy Chambers took verbatim 
shorthand notes of nearly all her husband’s lectures and sermons. After his death, 
she spent the rest of her life publishing his spoken words. From the earliest days 
of publication, following World War I, Mrs. Chambers was advised and assisted 



by a small group of personal friends. In later years this group became known as 
the Oswald Chambers Publications Association, which was incorporated in 1942, 
and exists today as a Registered British Charity. It oversees the publication and 
distribution of Oswald Chambers’s material around the world.

Chambers’s best-known book, My Utmost for His Highest, has been continu-
ously in print since it was first published in 1927. Many of his other books are 
published individually, and all of his works have been compiled into one volume, 
The Complete Works of Oswald Chambers. Also, the complete story of his life is told 
in Oswald Chambers: Abandoned to God and Oswald Chambers: A Life in Pictures.



How to Use This Journal

Keeping a daily appointment with God is a vital part of the Christian life. The 
more time we spend with God—reading His Word, conversing with Him in 

prayer, meditating on thoughts from His Word—the better we get to know Him 
and the more our lives begin to reflect His image and His truth.

We hope that this devotional journal will help you keep those daily appoint-
ments and give you spiritual guidance along your way.

Here are some suggestions for getting the most out of your reading and your 
daily time with God:

Select a time and place. If possible, set aside a time and place each day for 
reading the Scripture passage and the daily devotional and thinking about 
what you’ve read. Your time will be more meaningful if you can concentrate 
and establish a regular practice.

Read the Bible passage. Begin by reading the Scripture verse, which is printed 
above the devotional article and relates to the day’s theme. Often it is helpful 
to read the chapter in your Bible from which the verse is drawn.

Read the article thoughtfully. As you read, seek to learn more about God, 
your relationship with Him, and how He wants you to live each day. 

Use the journaling section to help you remember. Use the journaling section 
for each day to record truths you see in the Bible passage and insights you gain 
from the devotional. 

Take time to pray. After you have read the Scripture passage and the devo-
tional, talk with the Lord about what you’ve discovered in His Word and what 
your response will be to Him. 

May you find encouragement, hope, challenge, and comfort throughout the 
year as you draw closer to God and grow in your love for Him.





Biblical Truth

Personal Application
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Let Us Keep to the Point

“. . . my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall 
be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also 
Christ will be magnifi ed in my body, whether by life or by 
death.” Philippians 1:20

My Utmost for His Highest. “. . . my earnest 
expectation and hope that in nothing I shall 

be ashamed.” We will all feel very much ashamed if 
we do not yield to Jesus the areas of our lives He has 
asked us to yield to Him. It’s as if Paul were saying, 
“My determined purpose is to be my utmost for His 
highest—my best for His glory.” To reach that level of 
determination is a matter of the will, not of debate or 
of reasoning. It is absolute and irrevocable surrender 
of the will at that point. An undue amount of thought 
and consideration for ourselves is what keeps us from 
making that decision, although we cover it up with the 
pretense that it is others we are considering. When we 
think seriously about what it will cost others if we obey 
the call of Jesus, we tell God He doesn’t know what 
our obedience will mean. Keep to the point—He does 
know. Shut out every other thought and keep yourself 
before God in this one thing only—my utmost for His 
highest. I am determined to be absolutely and entirely 
for Him and Him alone.

My Unstoppable Determination for His Holiness.
“Whether it means life or death—it makes no diff er-
ence!” (see 1:21). Paul was determined that nothing 
would stop him from doing exactly what God wanted. 
But before we choose to follow God’s will, a crisis must 
develop in our lives. Th is happens because we tend to 
be unresponsive to God’s gentler nudges. He brings us 
to the place where He asks us to be our utmost for Him 
and we begin to debate. He then providentially produces 
a crisis where we have to decide—for or against. Th at 
moment becomes a great crossroads in our lives. If a 
crisis has come to you on any front, surrender your will 
to Jesus absolutely and irrevocably.



Biblical Truth

Personal Application

Will You Go Out Without Knowing?

“He went out, not knowing where he was going.” 
Hebrews 11:8

Have you ever “gone out” in this way? If so, there is 
no logical answer possible when anyone asks you 

what you are doing. One of the most diffi  cult questions 
to answer in Christian work is, “What do you expect to 
do?” You don’t know what you are going to do. Th e only 
thing you know is that God knows what He is doing. 
Continually examine your attitude toward God to see 
if you are willing to “go out” in every area of your life, 
trusting in God entirely. It is this attitude that keeps 
you in constant wonder, because you don’t know what 
God is going to do next. Each morning as you wake, 
there is a new opportunity to “go out,” building your 
confi dence in God. “Do not worry about your life . . . 
nor about the body” (Luke 12:22). In other words, don’t 
worry about the things that concerned you before you 
did “go out.”

Have you been asking God what He is going to do? 
He will never tell you. God does not tell you what He 
is going to do—He reveals to you who He is. Do you 
believe in a miracle-working God, and will you “go 
out” in complete surrender to Him until you are not 
surprised one iota by anything He does?

Believe God is always the God you know Him 
to be when you are nearest to Him. Th en think how 
unnecessary and disrespectful worry is! Let the attitude 
of your life be a continual willingness to “go out” in 
dependence upon God, and your life will have a sacred 
and in  expressible charm about it that is very satisfy-
ing to Jesus. You must learn to “go out” through your 
convictions, creeds, or experiences until you come to 
the point in your faith where there is nothing between 
yourself and God.
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Biblical Truth

Personal Application

“Clouds and Darkness”

“Clouds and darkness surround Him . . .” Psalm 97:2

A person who has not been born again by the Spirit 
of God will tell you that the teachings of Jesus are 

simple. But when he is baptized by the Holy Spirit, he 
fi nds that “clouds and darkness surround Him.” When 
we come into close contact with the teachings of Jesus 
Christ we have our fi rst realization of this. Th e only 
possible way to have full understanding of the teachings 
of Jesus is through the light of the Spirit of God shining 
inside us. If we have never had the experience of tak-
ing our casual, religious shoes off  our casual, religious 
feet—getting rid of all the excessive informality with 
which we approach God—it is questionable whether we 
have ever stood in His presence. Th e people who are 
fl ippant and disrespectful in their approach to God are 
those who have never been introduced to Jesus Christ. 
Only after the amazing delight and liberty of realizing 
what Jesus Christ does, comes the impenetrable “dark-
ness” of realizing who He is.

Jesus said, “Th e words that I speak to you are spirit, 
and they are life” (John 6:63). Once, the Bible was just 
so many words to us—“clouds and darkness”—then, 
suddenly, the words become spirit and life because Jesus 
re-speaks them to us when our circumstances make the 
words new. Th at is the way God speaks to us; not by 
visions and dreams, but by words. When a man gets to 
God, it is by the most simple way—words.
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Biblical Truth

Personal Application

“Why Can I Not Follow You Now?”

“Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, why can I not follow You now?’ ” 
John 13:37

There are times when you can’t understand why you 
cannot do what you want to do. When God brings 

a time of waiting, and appears to be unresponsive, don’t 
fi ll it with busyness, just wait. Th e time of waiting may 
come to teach you the meaning of sanctifi cation—to be 
set apart from sin and made holy—or it may come after 
the process of sanctifi cation has begun to teach you 
what service means. Never run before God gives you 
His direction. If you have the slightest doubt, then He 
is not guiding. Whenever there is doubt—wait. 

At fi rst you may see clearly what God’s will is—the 
severance of a friendship, the breaking off  of a busi-
ness relationship, or something else you feel is distinctly 
God’s will for you to do. But never act on the impulse of 
that feeling. If you do, you will cause diffi  cult situations 
to arise which will take years to untangle. Wait for 
God’s timing and He will do it without any heartache 
or disappointment. When it is a question of the provi-
dential will of God, wait for God to move.

Peter did not wait for God. He predicted in his own 
mind where the test would come, and it came where 
he did not expect it. “I will lay down my life for Your 
sake.” Peter’s statement was honest but ignorant. “Jesus 
answered him, ‘. . . the rooster shall not crow till you 
have denied Me three times’ ” (John 13:38). Th is was said 
with a deeper knowledge of Peter than Peter had of him-
self. He could not follow Jesus because he did not know 
himself or his own capabilities well enough. Natural 
devotion may be enough to attract us to Jesus, to make 
us feel His irresistible charm, but it will never make us 
disciples. Natural devotion will deny Jesus, always fall-
ing short of what it means to truly follow Him.
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Biblical Truth

Personal Application

The Life of Power to Follow

“Jesus answered him, ‘Where I am going you cannot follow 
Me now, but you shall follow Me afterward.’ ” John 13:36

“And when He had spoken this, He said to him, 
‘Follow Me’ ” (John 21:19). Th ree years earlier 

Jesus had said, “Follow Me” (Matthew 4:19), and Peter 
followed with no hesitation. Th e irresistible attraction 
of Jesus was upon him and he did not need the Holy 
Spirit to help him do it. Later he came to the place 
where he denied Jesus, and his heart broke. Th en he 
received the Holy Spirit and Jesus said again, “Follow 
Me” (John 21:19). Now no one is in front of Peter except 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Th e fi rst “Follow Me” was noth-
ing  mysterious; it was an external following. Jesus is now 
asking for an internal sacrifi ce and yielding (see 21:18).

Between these two times Peter denied Jesus with 
oaths and curses (see Matthew 26:69–75). But then he 
came completely to the end of himself and all of his 
self-suffi  ciency. Th ere was no part of himself he would 
ever rely on again. In his state of destitution, he was 
fi nally ready to receive all that the risen Lord had for 
him. “He breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Receive 
the Holy Spirit’ ” (John 20:22). No matter what changes 
God has performed in you, never rely on them. Build 
only on a Person, the Lord Jesus Christ, and on the 
Spirit He gives.

All our promises and resolutions end in denial 
because we have no power to accomplish them. When 
we come to the end of ourselves, not just mentally but 
completely, we are able to “receive the Holy Spirit.” 
“Receive the Holy Spirit”—the idea is that of invasion. 
Th ere is now only One who directs the course of your 
life, the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Biblical Truth

Personal Application

Worship

“He moved from there to the mountain east of Bethel, and 
he pitched his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the 
east; there he built an altar to the LORD and called on the 
name of the LORD.” Genesis 12:8

Worship is giving God the best that He has given 
you. Be careful what you do with the best you 

have. Whenever you get a blessing from God, give it 
back to Him as a love-gift. Take time to meditate before 
God and off er the blessing back to Him in a deliberate 
act of worship. If you hoard it for yourself, it will turn 
into spiritual dry rot, as the manna did when it was 
hoarded (see Exodus 16:20). God will never allow you 
to keep a spiritual blessing completely for yourself. It 
must be given back to Him so that He can make it a 
blessing to others.

Bethel is the symbol of fellowship with God; Ai 
is the symbol of the world. Abram “pitched his tent” 
between the two. Th e lasting value of our public service 
for God is measured by the depth of the intimacy of 
our private times of fellowship and oneness with Him. 
Rushing in and out of worship is wrong every time—
there is always plenty of time to worship God. Days 
set apart for quiet can be a trap, detracting from the 
need to have daily quiet time with God. Th at is why 
we must “pitch our tents” where we will always have 
quiet times with Him, however noisy our times with 
the world may be. Th ere are not three levels of spiritual 
life— worship, waiting, and work. Yet some of us seem 
to jump like spiritual frogs from worship to waiting, 
and from waiting to work. God’s idea is that the three 
should go together as one. Th ey were always together 
in the life of our Lord and in perfect harmony. It is a 
discipline that must be developed; it will not happen 
overnight.
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Biblical Truth

Personal Application

Intimate with Jesus

“Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you so long, and yet 
you have not known Me, Philip?’ ” John 14:9

These words were not spoken as a rebuke, nor even 
with surprise; Jesus was encouraging Philip to draw 

closer. Yet the last person we get intimate with is Jesus. 
Before Pentecost the disciples knew Jesus as the One 
who gave them power to conquer demons and to bring 
about a revival (see Luke 10:18–20). It was a wonderful 
intimacy, but there was a much closer intimacy to come: 
“I have called you friends” (John 15:15). True friendship 
is rare on earth. It means identifying with someone in 
thought, heart, and spirit. Th e whole experience of life 
is designed to enable us to enter into this closest rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ. We receive His blessings and 
know His Word, but do we really know Him?

Jesus said, “It is to your advantage that I go away” 
(John 16:7). He left that relationship to lead them even 
closer. It is a joy to Jesus when a disciple takes time to 
walk more intimately with Him. Th e bearing of fruit 
is always shown in Scripture to be the visible result of 
an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ (see John 
15:1–4).

Once we get intimate with Jesus we are never lonely 
and we never lack for understanding or compassion. 
We can continually pour out our hearts to Him with-
out being perceived as overly emotional or pitiful. Th e 
Christian who is truly intimate with Jesus will never 
draw attention to himself but will only show the evi-
dence of a life where Jesus is completely in control. Th is 
is the outcome of allowing Jesus to satisfy every area of 
life to its depth. Th e picture resulting from such a life 
is that of the strong, calm balance that our Lord gives 
to those who are intimate with Him.

J A N UA RY  7



Biblical Truth

Personal Application

Is My Sacrifi ce Living?

“Abraham built an altar . . . ; and he bound Isaac his son 
and laid him on the altar.” Genesis 22:9

This event is a picture of the mistake we make in 
thinking that the ultimate God wants of us is the 

sacrifi ce of death. What God wants is the sacrifi ce 
through death which enables us to do what Jesus did, 
that is, sacrifi ce our lives. Not—“Lord, I am ready to 
go with You . . . to death” (Luke 22:33). But—“I am 
willing to be identifi ed with Your death so that I may 
sacrifi ce my life to God.”

We seem to think that God wants us to give up 
things! God purifi ed Abraham from this error, and the 
same process is at work in our lives. God never tells us 
to give up things just for the sake of giving them up, but 
He tells us to give them up for the sake of the only thing 
worth having, namely, life with Himself. It is a matter 
of loosening the bands that hold back our lives. Th ose 
bands are loosened immediately by identifi cation with 
the death of Jesus. Th en we enter into a relationship 
with God whereby we may sacrifi ce our lives to Him.

It is of no value to God to give Him your life for 
death. He wants you to be a “living sacrifi ce”—to let 
Him have all your strengths that have been saved and 
sanctifi ed through Jesus (Romans 12:1). Th is is what is 
acceptable to God.
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Biblical Truth

Personal Application

Prayerful Inner-Searching

“May your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved 
blameless.” 1 � essalonians 5:23

“Your whole spirit . . .” Th e great, mysterious work 
of the Holy Spirit is in the deep recesses of our 

being which we cannot reach. Read Psalm 139. Th e 
psalmist implies—“O Lord, You are the God of the 
early mornings, the God of the late nights, the God of 
the mountain peaks, and the God of the sea. But, my 
God, my soul has horizons further away than those 
of early mornings, deeper darkness than the nights of 
earth, higher peaks than any mountain peaks, greater 
depths than any sea in nature. You who are the God of 
all these, be my God. I cannot reach to the heights or to 
the depths; there are motives I cannot discover, dreams 
I cannot realize. My God, search me.”

Do we believe that God can fortify and protect our 
thought processes far beyond where we can go? “Th e 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 
1:7). If this verse means cleansing only on our conscious 
level, may God have mercy on us. Th e man who has 
been dulled by sin will say that he is not even conscious 
of it. But the cleansing from sin we experience will reach 
to the heights and depths of our spirit if we will “walk 
in the light as He is in the light” (1:7). Th e same Spirit 
that fed the life of Jesus Christ will feed the life of our 
spirit. It is only when we are protected by God with the 
miraculous sacredness of the Holy Spirit that our spirit, 
soul, and body can be preserved in pure uprightness 
until the coming of Jesus—no longer condemned in 
God’s sight.

We should more frequently allow our minds to med-
itate on these great, massive truths of God.

J A N UA RY  9



Biblical Truth

Personal Application

The Opened Sight

“I now send you, to open their eyes . . . that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins.” Acts 26:17–18

This verse is the greatest example of the true essence 
of the message of a disciple of Jesus Christ in all of 

the New Testament.
God’s fi rst sovereign work of grace is summed up in 

the words “that they may receive forgiveness of sins.” 
When a person fails in his personal Christian life, it is 
usually because he has never received anything. Th e only 
sign that a person is saved is that he has received some-
thing from Jesus Christ. Our job as workers for God is 
to open people’s eyes so that they may turn themselves 
from darkness to light. But that is not salvation; it is 
conversion—only the eff ort of an awakened human 
being. I do not think it is too broad a statement to say 
that the majority of so-called Christians are like this. 
Th eir eyes are open, but they have received nothing. 
Conversion is not regeneration. Th is is a neglected fact 
in our preaching today. When a person is born again, 
he knows that it is because he has received something 
as a gift from Almighty God and not because of his 
own decision. People may make vows and promises, 
and may be determined to follow through, but none of 
this is salvation. Salvation means that we are brought 
to the place where we are able to receive something 
from God on the authority of Jesus Christ, namely, 
forgiveness of sins.

Th is is followed by God’s second mighty work of 
grace: “an inheritance among those who are sanc-
tifi ed.” In sanctifi cation, the one who has been born 
again deliberately gives up his right to himself to Jesus 
Christ, and identifi es himself entirely with God’s min-
istry to others.
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