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Preface
Dr. A. W. Tozer often told his friends that his primary spir-

itual concern was proclamation and promotion of  “personal 
heart religion.” His pulpit ministry and his writings during his 
lifetime reflected this concern.

Dr. Tozer was also plainly on record that he tried always to 
preach and write for “the plain persons whose hearts stir them 
up to seek after God for Himself!”

Such “stirring of  heart” must always be in the realm of  
spiritual awakening-seeking to be more Christlike through will-
ingness to know Him better!

This volume of  366 selected and edited daily readings from 
Dr. Tozer’s books, editorials, and sermons is published for the 
spiritual help it may consistently bring to “God’s good, plain 
people,” who, as Dr. Tozer himself  pointed out, “are a benedic-
tion wherever they are found!”

In tribute here to Dr. Tozer’s own spiritual balance and 
God-given humility concerning his sermons and his writings, 
we quote his own assessment:

“The work of  a good book is to incite the reader to 
moral action, to turn his eyes toward God and urge 
him forward. Beyond that it cannot go!”

In one sense, we do not believe this is a typical book of  
daily “devotions,” for you will find Dr. Tozer will of  ten be rap-
ping your spiritual knuckles as you read on from day to day!
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January 1

God Is Always First and 
Will Surely Be Last

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the ending, saith the Lord. 

Revelation 1:8

God is always first, and God will surely be last!
In the plan of  God, man is never permitted to utter 

the first word nor the last. That is the prerogative of  the Deity, 
and one which He will never surrender to His creatures.

Man has no say about the time or the place of  his birth; 
God determines that without consulting the man himself. One 
day the little man finds himself  in consciousness and accepts 
the fact that he is. There his volitional life begins.

Before that he had nothing to say about anything.
After that he struts and boasts, and encouraged by the 

sound of  his own voice he may declare his independence of  
God.

Have your fun, little man; you are only chattering in the 
interim between first and last. You had no voice at the first and 
you will have none at the last!

God reserves the right to take up at the last where He 
began at the first, and you are in the hands of  God whether you 
will or not.

Adam became a living soul but that becoming was not of  
his own volition. It was God who willed it and who executed His 
will in making Adam a living soul. God was there first!

And when Ada m sinned and wrecked his whole life, God 
was there still. Ada m’s whole future peace lay in this-that God 
was still there after he had sinned.

It would be great wisdom for us to begin to live in the light of  
this wonderful and terrible truth: God is the first and the last!
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January 2

Jesus Christ Is All 
That the Godhead Is
But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.
1 Corinthians 1:3 0

I advise you not to listen to those who spend their time 
demeaning the person of  Christ.

I advise you to look beyond the cloudiness of  modern 
terms used by those who themselves are not sure who Jesus 
Christ was in reality.

You cannot trust the man who can only say, “I believe that 
God revealed Himself  through Christ.” Find out what he really 
believes about the person of  the incarnate Son of  God!

You cannot trust the man who will only say that Christ 
reflected more of  God than other men do. Neither can you trust 
those who teach that Jesus Christ was the supreme religious 
genius, having the ability to catch and reflect more of  God than 
any other man.

All of  these approaches are insults to the Person of  Jesus 
Christ. He was and is and can never cease to be God, and when 
we find Him and know Him, we are back at the ancient fountain 
again.

Christ is all that the Godhead is!
This is the wonder, the great miracle—that by one swift, 

decisive, considered act of  faith and prayer, our souls go back 
to the ancient fountain of  our being, and we start over again!

It is in Jesus Christ Himself  that we find our source, our 
satisfaction. I think this is what John Newton perceived in the 
miracle of  the new birth, causing him to sing, “Now rest my 
long-divided heart, fixed on this blissful center—rest!”
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January 3

Holy Spirit: God 
in Contact with 

His Creatures
. . .The Spirit of truth, who proceedeth from 

the Father, he shall testify of me. 
John 15:26

If  I read aright the record of  Christian experience through 
the years, those who most enjoyed the power of  the Spirit of  

God have had the least to say about Him by way of  attempted 
definition.

The Bible saints who walked in the Spirit never tried to 
explain Him. In post-biblical times many who were filled and 
possessed by the Spirit were by the limitations of  their literary 
gifts prevented from telling us much about Him. They had no 
gif  t for self-analysis, but lived from within in uncritical sim-
plicity.

To them the Spirit was One to be loved and fellowshipped 
the same as the Lord Jesus Himself. They would have been lost 
completely in any metaphysical discussion of  the nature of  the 
Spirit, but they had no trouble in claiming the power of  the 
Spirit for holy living and fruitful service.

This is as it should be. Personal experience must always 
be first in real life. Knowledge by acquaintance is always better 
than knowledge by description, and the first does not presup-
pose the second nor require it.

What we have in the Christian doctrine of  the Holy Spirit 
is Deity present among us.

He is not God’s messenger only—He is God!
He is God in contact with His creatures, doing in them and 

among them a saving and renewing work.
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January 4

The Spirit of Man Makes 
Him a Human Being
For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the 
spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of 
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.
1 Corinthians 2:1 1

Deep inside every man there is a private sanctum where 
dwells the mysterious essence of  his being. It is the man’s 

“I am,” a gif  t from the I AM who created him. The I AM which 
is God is underived and self-existent; the “I am” which is man 
is derived from God and dependent every moment upon His 
creative fiat for its continued existence. One is the Creator, high 
over all, ancient of  days, dwelling in light unapproachable. The 
other is a creature and, though privileged beyond all others, is 
still but a creature, a pensioner on God’s bounty and a suppli-
ant before His throne!

The deep-in human entity of  which we speak is called in the 
Scriptures “the spirit of  man.” Paul told the Corinthian church: 
“For what man knoweth the things of  man, save the spirit of  
man which is in him? even so the things of  God knoweth no 
man, but the Spirit of  God.”

As God’s self-knowledge lies in the eternal Spirit, so man’s 
self  -knowledge is by his own spirit, and his knowledge of  God 
is by the direct impression of  the Spirit of  God upon the spirit 
of  man. This reveals the essential spirituality of  mankind.

It also denies that man is a creature having a spirit and 
boldly declares that he is a spirit having a body!

That which makes man a human being is not his body but 
his spirit, in which the image of  God originally lay.

Evenings_with_Tozer_P1b.indd   4 7/21/15   3:10 PM

Copyrighted Material - Not Final Copy



January 5

Do Not Mistake the True 
Meaning of the Cross

But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is 

crucified unto me, and I unto the world.
Galatians 6: 14

All unannounced and mostly undetected there has come 
in modern times a new cross into popular evangel ical 

circles.
It is like the old cross, but different: the likenesses are 

superficial, the differences fundamental!
From this new cross has sprung a new philosophy of  the 

Christian life with encouragement for a new and entirely dif-
ferent evangelistic approach. The evangelist tries to show that 
Christianity makes no unpleasant demands; rather, it offers the 
same thing the world does, only on a higher level. The modern 
view is that the new cross does not slay the sinner, it redirects 
him!

The philosophy back of  this kind of  thing may be sincere, 
but it is as false as it is blind. It misses completely the whole 
meaning of  the cross.

The old cross is a symbol of  death. It stands for the abrupt, 
violent end of  a human being. In Roman times, the man who 
took up his cross and started down the road was not coming 
back. He was not going out to have his life redirected: he was 
going out to have it ended! The cross did not try to keep on 
good terms with its victim. It struck cruel and hard, and when 
it had finished its work, the man was no more!

The race of  Adam is under death sentence. God cannot 
approve any of  the fruits of  sin. In coming to Christ we do not 
bring our old life up onto a higher plane; we leave it at the cross. 
Thus God salvages the individual by liquidating him and then 
raising him again to newness of  life!
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January 6

The Bible: More Than 
a Volume of Facts
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.
2 Timothy 3: 16

Charles G. Finney believed that Bible teaching without 
moral application could be worse than no teaching at 

all and could result in positive injury to the hearers. I used to 
feel that this might be an extreme position, but after years of  
observation have come around to it, or to a view almost identi-
cal with it.

There is scarcely anything so dull and meaningless as Bible 
doctrine taught for its own sake. Theology is a set of  facts con-
cerning God, man and the world. These facts may be and often 
are set forth as values in themselves; and there lies the snare 
both for the teacher and for the hearer.

The Bible is more than a volume of  hitherto unknown facts 
about God, man and the universe. It is a book of  exhortation 
based upon these facts. By far the greater portion of  the book 
is devoted to an urgent effort to persuade people to alter their 
ways and bring their lives into harmony with the will of  God 
as set forth in its pages. Actually, no man is better for know-
ing that God in the beginning created the heaven and the earth. 
The devil knows that, and so did Ahab and Judas Iscariot. No 
man is better for knowing that God so loved the world of  men 
that He gave His only begotten Son to die for their redemption. 
In hell there are millions who know that.

Theological truth is useless until it is obeyed. The purpose 
behind all doctrine is to secure moral action!
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January 7

The Flock of God:  
Safe in Jesus Christ

Feed the flock of God which is among you . . . 
And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall 

receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.
1 Peter 5:2, 4

The people who want to know God and walk with God, 
those who have learned to recognize the voice of  the good 

Shepherd, will always be at home in a Spirit filled congregation.
It is sad indeed that some have never heard the voice of  the 

Shepherd. His voice is as tender as a lullaby and as strong as the 
wind and as mighty as the sound of  many waters. The people 
who have learned to hear and recognize the voice of  Jesus-
that healing, musical, solemn, beautiful voice of  Jesus in His 
church—are always at home where everything centers around 
Him. The true Christian church can be a conglomeration of  
everything under the sun. That is, we may have Calvinists and 
Arminians and Methodists and Baptists and all sorts of  others, 
and yet we are all together on one thing-Jesus Christ is wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption! He is All in all, 
and the people of  the Lord who have learned to hear the voice 
of  the Shepherd gravitate towards that kind of  church!

They may not be so sure about who else is present, but they 
know the Lord is present and they are sensitive to that.

Do you find your own heart sensitive to the Lord’s presence 
or are you among those who are “samplers” and “nibblers”? 
God help you if  you are, for the child of  the king is a sheep who 
loves his Shepherd and he stays close to Him! That’s the only 
safe place for a sheep. Stay close to Jesus and all of  the wolves in 
the world cannot get a tooth in you!

Evenings_with_Tozer_P1b.indd   7 7/21/15   3:10 PM

Copyrighted Material - Not Final Copy



January 8

True Worship: Fully 
Seeking the Lord  
We Adore
0 come, let us worship and bow down. . . .
Psalm 95:6

An old creed says that we worship one God, the Father 
Almighty, maker of  heaven and earth and of  all things 

visible and invisible.
If  we could set forth all of  God’s attributes and tell all that 

He is, we would fall on our knees in adoring worship.
The Bible tells us that God dwells in light that is un 

approachable, whom no man can see or has seen, and whom 
no man can see and live.

It says that God is holy and eternal and omnipotent and 
omniscient and sovereign, and that He has a thousand sover-
eign attributes. And all of  these should humble us and bring 
us down!

I have come to believe that no worship is wholly pleasing 
to God until there is nothing in us displeasing to God. If  there 
is anything within me that does not worship God, then there is 
nothing in me that worships God perfectly.

Note that I am not saying that God must have a perfection 
of  worship or He will not accept any worship at all. I would not 
go so far; if  I did, I would rule myself  out. But, I do say that 
the ideal God sets before us is to worship as near to perfectly 
as we can. Faith and love and obedience and loyalty and high 
conduct of  life—all of  these must be taken as burnt offerings 
and offered to God!

True worship seeks union with its beloved, and an active 
effort to close the gap between the heart and the God it adores 
is worship at its best!
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January 9

Believe the Right Thing 
about the Right Person

Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.

Romans 15: 13

There is a nebulous idea accepted by many in our day that 
faith is an almighty power flowing through the universe 

which anyone may plug into at will! It is conceived vaguely as 
a subrational creative pulsation streaming down from some-
where Up There, ready at any time to enter our hearts and 
change our whole mental and moral constitution as well as our 
total outlook on man, God and the cosmos.

When it comes in, supposedly out go pessimism, fear, 
defeat and failure; in come optimism, confidence, personal 
mastery and unfailing success in war, love, sports, business and 
politics.

All of  this is, of  course, a gossamer of  self-deception woven 
of  the unsubstantial threads of  fancy spun out of  minds of  ten-
derhearted persons who want to believe it! What is overlooked 
in all this is that faith is good only when it engages truth; when 
it is made to rest upon falsehood it can and often does lead to 
eternal tragedy.

For it is not enough that we believe; we must believe in the 
right thing about the right One!

To believe in God is more than to believe that He exists. 
To a right faith knowledge is necessary. We must know at least 
something of  what God is like and what His will is for His 
human creatures. To know less than this is to be thrown back 
upon the necessity of  accepting the affirmations of  the soul and 
substituting “Thus saith my soul” for the biblical “Thus saith 
the Lord,” and no man has any right to pick and choose among 
revealed truths.
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January 10

Every One Must Pray as 
if He Alone Could Pray
And he spake a parable unto them to this end , that 
men ought always to pra y, and not to faint.
Luke 18:1

Thomas a’ Kempis wrote that the man of  God ought to 
be more at home in his prayer chamber than before the 

public. It is not too much to say that the preacher who loves to 
be before the public is hardly prepared spiritually to be before 
them. Right praying may easily make a man hesitant to appear 
before an audience.

The man who is really at home in the presence of  God will 
find himself  caught in a kind of  inward contradic tion. He is 
likely to feel his responsibility so keenly that he would rather 
do almost anything than face an audience; and yet the pressure 
upon his spirit may be so great that wild horses could not drag 
him away from his pulpit.

No man should stand before an audience who has not first 
stood before God. Many hours of  communion should precede 
one hour in the pulpit. The prayer chamber should be more 
familiar than the public plat form.

Schools teach everything about preaching except the 
important part, praying. The best any school can do is to rec-
ommend prayer and exhort to its practice. Praying itself  must 
be the work of  the individual. That it is the one religious work 
which gets done with the least enthusiasm cannot but be one of  
the tragedies of  our times!

In true prayer, every man must be an original, for true 
prayer cannot be imitated nor can it be learned from someone 
else. Everyone must pray as if  he alone could pray!
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January 11

A Calamity: Accepting 
This World as Our Home

Love not the world , neither the things that are in the world . If 
any man love the world , the love of the Father is not in him.

1 John 2: 15

Of  all the calamities that have been visited upon the world, 
the surrender of  the human spirit to this present world 

and its ways is the worst—without doubt!
No oriental monarch ever ruled his cowering subjects with 

any more cruel tyranny than things—visible things, audible 
things, tangible things—rule mankind. That we who were 
made to communicate with angels and archangels and sera-
phim and with the God who made them all—that we should 
settle down here as a wild eagle of  the air come down to scratch 
in the barnyard with the common hens—this I say is the worst 
of  anything that has ever come to the world!

It seems incredible that we who were made for many 
worlds should accept this one world as our ultimate home.

Man was made in the image of  God and is now a fallen 
being that has left its place in the celestial world and has plum-
meted down like a falling star. Now, in this world, he has all but 
forgotten the place from which he came. That is why the devil 
sees to it that we seldom get alone with time to think and medi-
tate on the reality of  the other world. For when a man really 
gets alone, he senses of  ten that this life in this world is not the 
answer—it is not the end.

Actually and simply, a Christian is one who dedicates him-
self  to God to inhabit another and better world!
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January 12

Satan Would Bind Us in 
Our Own Grave Clothes
. . .For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, 
that he might destroy the works of the devil.
1 John 3:8

It is part of  the devil’s business to keep the Christian’s spirit 
imprisoned. He knows that the believing and justified 

Christian has been raised up out of  the grave of  his sins and 
trespasses. From that point on, Satan works that much harder 
to keep us bound and gagged, actually imprisoned in our own 
grave clothes!

He knows that if  we continue in this kind of  bondage 
we will never be able to claim our rightful spiritual heri tage. 
He knows also that while we continue bound in this kind of  
enslavement we are not much better off  than when we were 
spiritually dead.

This is one reason why the Christians in today’s churches 
are behaving like a flock of  frightened sheep so intimidated by 
the devil that we can’t even say “Amen!”

I am sure that it is not glorifying to our God that Chris-
tians should be so intimidated and silenced in our day. It was 
Jesus Christ, the Lord of  glory, who came down and took our 
human bod y for Himself. He was a man, born of  a woman, a 
man wearing our own nature—but He was also God!

He went out to the cross and they sacrificed Him there. The 
Father, God Almighty, accepted His sacrifice as the one, final 
fulfillment and consummation of  all the sacrifices ever made 
on Jewish altars. After three days, He came out of  the grave, 
then ascended as Victor over death and hell!

Believing this, we ought to be the most fearless, the happi-
est and most God-assured people in the whole world!
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January 13

Learn to Love God 
for Himself Alone

We love him, because he first loved us.
1 John 4: 19

The phrase, “the love of  God,” when used by Chris tians 
almost always refers to God’s love for us. We must remem-

ber that it can also mean our love for God!
The first and great commandment is that we should love 

God with all the power of  our tota1 personality. Though all 
love originates in God and is for that reason God’s own love, 
yet we are permitted to catch and reflect back: that love in such 
manner that it becomes our love indeed!

The Christian’s love for God has by some religious thinkers 
been divided into two kinds, the love of  gratitude and the love 
of  excellence. But we must carry our love to God further than 
love of  gratitude and love of  excellence.

There is a place in the religious experience where we love 
God for Himself  alone, with never a thought of  His benefits. 
There is, in the higher type of  love, a supra rational element that 
cannot and does not attempt to give reasons for its existence-it 
only whispers, “I love!” In the perfection of  love, the heart does 
not reason from admiration to affection, but quickly rises to the 
height of  blind adoration where reason is suspended and the 
heart worships in unreasoning blessedness. It can only exclaim, 
“Holy, holy, holy,” while scarcely knowing what it means.

If  this should all seem too mystical, too unreal, we offer 
no proof. But some will read and recognize the description of  
the sunlit peaks where they have been for at least brief  periods 
and to which they long of  ten to return. And such will need no 
proof!
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January 14

Feeling Right: Not the 
Same as Being Right
The lord of that servant shall come. . .and appoint 
him his portion with the hy pocrites . . . .
Matthew 24:50, 5 1

It appears that too many Christians want to enjoy the thrill 
of  feeling right but are not willing to endure the inconve-

nience of  being right!
The glaring disparity between theology and practice 

among professing Christians is a more destructive evil in its 
effect upon the Christian religion than commu nism, Roman-
ism and liberalism combined.

So wide is the gulf  that separates theory from practice in 
the church that an inquiring stranger who chances upon both 
would scarcely dream that there was any relation between 
them.

An intelligent observer of  our human scene who heard the 
Sunday morning sermon and later watched the Sunday after-
noon conduct of  those who had heard it would conclude that 
he had been examining two distinct and contrary religions!

Christians habitually weep and pray over beautiful truth, 
only to draw back from that same truth when it comes to the 
difficult job of  putting it in practice.

The average church simply does not dare to check its prac-
tices against biblical precepts. It tolerates things that are dia-
metrically opposed to the will of  God. This can be explained 
only by assuming a lack of  integration in the religious person-
ality. The mind can approve and the emotions enjoy while the 
will drags its feet and refuses to go along!

And since Christ makes His appeal directly to the will, are 
we not justified in wondering whether or not these divided 
souls have ever made a true commitment to the Lord ?
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