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PART I

THE CONCEPT
OF A
KINGDOM
SINGLE






THE COMPLETENESS
OF SINGLES

An omelet is only as good as the eggs you put into it.

That’s probably not how you expected a book on singleness to begin,
but stick with me for a moment. When you cook an omelet and you crack
open two rotten eggs, you will wind up with a nasty-tasting omelet. Even
if one egg is good and the other egg is rotten, you will still wind up with a
nasty-tasting omelet. The good egg is not going to make the bad egg better.
No, the bad egg is going to contaminate the good egg.

Simply put: One bad egg destroys a good egg and causes the omelet to
become inedible.

What does cooking an omelet have to do with singleness?

Everything,.

Far too often, the discussions surrounding the topic of being single
focus primarily on the future aspect of finding a mate. They focus on how
to “wait well” until the joining together of the two “eggs” creates a mar-
riage. In fact, most singles I talk to, counsel, or pastor are so keyed in on
finding their future spouse, praying for marriage, or looking for a romantic

partner that they altogether miss the benefits, purposes, and importance of
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singleness. They miss the critical aspects of cultivating a healthy life them-
selves while also setting their standards high enough for their future
spouse. When the benefits, purposes, and importance of singleness are
skipped in a person’s developmental process, you wind up with a rotten
marriage later on.

Thus, my goal in this book is not to advise you on how to wait well.
No, my desire is to completely shift your thinking out of the waiting cycle.
This is because, from my experience in counseling hundreds of singles over
the years, emphasizing a “waiting well” mentality leads to a multiplicity of
unintended—but very real—consequences.

To encourage someone to live in a posture of waiting for something or
someone places that person in a perpetual state of conscious want, need,
and future-oriented thinking. It produces a mentality of lack. In thinking
that way, the individual runs the risk of missing out on the now.

If this describes you, you run the risk of selling yourself short during
your present. You run the risk of settling for less than the best in a rush to
make the future happen sooner than it ought. You run the risk of exchang-
ing a life you passionately embrace one day at a time for a life where you
simply exist as you look for the next part to come along. And that is not
what I want for you.

That’s not what God wants for you.

Kingdom single, you are not merely to learn how to wait well.

Now, don't close these pages fearing what I might say next. 'm not
going to walk you down the all-too-familiar path for singles, telling you
that “God is your husband” and that this truth should be enough. I under-
stand singleness is not a permanent calling for most people. In fact, most
surveys reveal that roughly 90 percent of all singles want to get married.
Singleness is not some super-spiritual status chosen by everyone. I realize
that many people are single due to the breakdown in our culture and a
dismissal of family values. Divorce, selfishness, a consumerist mind-set,

and overall relational dysfunction in families of origin and social circles
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have led to a cultural shift that has delayed the onset of marriage and avail-
ability of healthy (mentally and spiritually), stable marital options.

Yes, God is your husband (Isaiah 54:5), but that doesn’t mean He
brings you flowers, opens your car door, fixes your garbage disposal,
keeps your feet warm at night, helps

o>
you find your contact lens when you

drop it, or gives you hugs when you Living as a successful,

feel vulnerable and alone. To say satisﬁed single ... comes

that God is your husband from a in learning how to walk

spiritual standpoint is true. But to

that tightrope of waiting

say you have no remaining physical
or emotional needs, whether as a f or thef uture Yy et also

man or a woman, is naive. fully embracing the pres-

One of my closest friends over ent, or longing for more
the course of my life started out as

yet still delighting if more

my professor and mentor. His name ) )
was Zane Hodges. Zane passed away simply never arrives.
at the full age of seventy-six after de- LoD

cades of service to God as a semi-

nary professor, Bible scholar, pastor, and author. Zane loved his work and
dedicated his life to it and to the people he shepherded. Zane was also never
married.

I'll never forget the somber, quiet tone he used one day in the latter
years of his life when he told me: “Tony, there is a loss that comes with
being single. With all the spiritual goodness and profits that surround it
there is this reality of a deep loss when you're single. It is a space that isn’t
filled; there is something you feel that is missing because there are physical
and relational needs that are just not met.”

Zane’s words struck me with sadness. But then he continued, “That
loss, though, does not have to negate your being content.”

That’s the dichotomy. There are chasms that exist in singleness that
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can’t simply be wished away or filled with ice cream, activities, shopping,
addictions, or even church attendance. There is a polarity that produces
real, felt struggles. Living as a successful, satisfied single will not come
without intentionality. But it can come. It comes in learning how to walk
that tightrope of waiting for the future yet also fully embracing the present,
or longing for more yet still delighting if more simply never arrives.

It’s not easy to do, 'm sure. And this won’t be an easy book to read. It
certainly hasn’t been easy to write. Keep in mind that everyone is differ-
ent, and some things I say may or may not apply to you. God’s plans for
people’s lives are as varied as the wildflowers in a field. That being so, some
things may hit you closer to home than others, while other things may hit
someone else closer to home. Yet the overarching general principles
threaded throughout ought to provide a framework upon which stability,
strength, and satisfaction can be woven into the unique tapestry of your

own life.

Show Me the Marriage

Let me return to the subject of eggs.

In the 1999 hit movie Runaway Bride, Maggie Carpenter (played by
Julia Roberts) struggled with making it all the way to the altar. Engaged
multiple times, she would break off an engagement shortly before (or even
on) the wedding day. The movie looked at the different reasons this might
have happened to her, arriving at the conclusion that Maggie simply didn’t
know how she liked her own eggs prepared.

Of course, that’s a simplistic explanation to a deep issue, but the bot-
tom line was that Maggie found herself acquiescing to the likes, prefer-
ences, and desires of each man she became engaged to, all the while never
quite knowing her own. When asked one day how she wanted her eggs
cooked, she didn’t have an answer.

In short, she didn’t know her own passions, skills, dreams, and
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preferences because she was so focused on one day fulfilling the dream (and
pressure) of being a wife. It wasn’t until Maggie identified who she was and
truly became Maggie that she was able to marry.

This film’s story line actually goes against the norm of how most mov-
ies portray the romantic relationship. Moving away from eggs and omelets
and over to football and sports agents, we find the more typical scene dis-
played in the box-office hit jerry Maguire.

If you're like most Americans, you probably know by heart the scene I'm
about to describe. Tom Cruise’s character stands in a room full of women,
seated comfortably on couches and chairs, as he interrupts their book club
evening with his emotional expression of love. As tears threaten to wet his
cheeks, he says to his love interest (played by Renee Zellweger) standing
across the room, “We live in a cynical world, and we work in a business of
tough competitors.” He then pauses as the room draws and holds a collec-
tive breath. He continues: “I love you. You . . . complete . . . me.”

Starting to say something else, he is quickly interrupted by Renee’s
character, who softly and sweetly replies, “Shut up. Just shut up. You had
me at hello.”

The two characters then make their way toward each other as the music
builds and they become locked in each other’s arms. The supporting cast
cries and sniffs on cue, the romantic couple are now one, and countless
millions of people absorb a distorted view of singleness and romantic rela-
tionships while applauding all the same.

This scene and its message (not the takeaway principle in Runaway
Bride) is the overarching theme of relationships in modern media. It ap-
pears over and over again, whether in movies, songs, talk shows, or articles.
This theme spells out the purported purpose of romance and marriage,
according to popular culture. Which makes it no big surprise that far too
many people continue living in perpetual wait-mode—waiting for the Jerry
Maguire moment of finding that special someone to whom they can finally

say, “You complete me.”
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But that statement is fundamentally wrong. It is also fiercely frighten-
ing, because when one incomplete person marries another incomplete per-
son, you wind up with two incomplete people living together in what most

. b
oo™ often results in a hot mess. Don’t lose
your pursuit of completeness because

A kingdom single may of your desire to be married.

want to be married, but If you are not yet complete, please

the difference is that he don’t get married.

Many unmarried people are look-
or she doesn’t need to _ y P p
ing for marriage to achieve some-

be married to feel thing it cannot do, namely fix their
complete and whole. broken and incomplete selves. Often
AP that means getting attached to an-
other broken and incomplete unmar-
ried person, creating defective and unfulfilling relationships. A kingdom
single may want to be married, but the difference is that he or she doesn’t
need to be married to feel complete and whole. If you need to be married, you
have not yet fully understood or embraced your status as a kingdom single.

Far too many couples are married and yet still feel alone because they
never fully knew what it meant to be fully single. So they are grasping for
something both in and from their spouse that their spouse often lacks the
capacity to provide. The nature of marriage is not merely what you're ger-
ting from someone else, but also what you're giving ro someone else. And
what you should be giving your spouse is a completely whole single Chris-
tian, not half of one who is incomplete.

Friend, you are not fully ready to be married until you're a fully func-
tioning kingdom single. Otherwise, like most people, all you're doing is
bringing your incompleteness into a relationship, expecting that relation-
ship to accomplish what it is unable to do. All the marriage will do is reveal
that you never fully learned what it meant to be single. To put it succinctly,

you are complete in Christ with or without marriage.
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If you're looking for a romantic partner to complete you as a kingdom
single, you really don’t understand what Jesus Christ has already done.
Because in Him, you are as complete as complete comes. Now, you may
not realize that truth. You may not identify with that truth. And if you
don’t, you're not living out the full benefits of that truth. But none of those
things makes the truth any less true. Colossians 2:10 tells us, “In Him you
have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority.”
To think otherwise is to make the institution of marriage, and your desire
for a marriage partner, an idol. And idolatry is sin.

Friend, Jesus Christ completes you. That’s the truth. Thus, what a ro-
mantic partner can provide must remain outside of that, in addition to it
or alongside it. He or she cannot complete you, because Jesus already has.
If you are not aware or mindful of this reality, there’s a danger that you will
be expecting too much of another human being, asking him or her to be or
do something that only God Himself can be and do.

Far too often, we try to transfer what we see in movies to our real lives.
But that places pressure on us and the other people in our lives to live up to
a standard we were never designed to fulfill.

As you grow in your understanding, discovery, and acceptance of your
completeness in Jesus Christ, you will experience the victory, authority, and
intimacy He has already secured for you in Him. You will then be freed up
to experience other relationships at a level they were designed for.

When God created Eve so that Adam would not be “alone” (Genesis
2:18), the word used to describe what He gave to Adam was a “helper”
(Hebrew: ezer, meaning “a strong help”) who was “suitable” (Hebrew:
neged, meaning “before, about, behind, in the presence of”). Eve wasn’t
created because Adam lacked anything in and of himself. In fact, Adam
had to give up a part of himself in the process of gaining Eve. Nor was Eve
designed to complete something missing within Adam, or even within her-
self. Rather, she was created to come alongside him (and he alongside her)

in this thing called life in order to fulfill a kingdom assignment. And just
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as the word neged indicates, sometimes that would mean “before,” while
other times it may mean “behind,” and still others simply “in the presence
or proximity of.”

Relational issues arise when the focus of either person (or both) shifts
from God to each other as the deciding factor, influencer, or even source of
completion. That’s exactly what happened in the Garden of Eden, after all,
which led to the Fall.

Only when you understand and embrace the truth that Christ Himself
completes you will you be able to view any current or potential relationship
for what it can actually provide—a companion to come alongside you.
You'll be amazed at how fulfilling and satisfying a relationship can be when
expectations are normalized, the benefit of the doubt (coupled with grace)
becomes natural, and you both look to God to lead, fill, satisfy, and com-
plete you.

Imagine the strain and drain a relationship suffers when one or both
people look to the other as their source of completion. Modern psychiatry
might call that codependency, not love. Keep in mind, no human being is
equipped to offer you what it cost the God of the universe—His own Son’s
life—to both win and secure. So the first step in living with a kingdom
mind-set is understanding that by Christ’s sitting next to the Father on the
throne, Christ has declared both His ability and His right to complete you.

What does it mean to live as a complete single?

Our English word single comes from the joining of the Latin word
singulus and the Old French word simplus. Together, they become more
than what most people understand the cultural, contemporary term single
to mean. Rather than “alone,” “unattached,” “unmarried,” or “by oneself,”
a more literal translation of these two original words would be “simply
unique” or “uniquely simple.” Both of those better illustrate the biblical
concept of singleness. Other defining terms attached to the original words
are “singular,” “complete,” and “whole.”

God never established singleness to be a burdensome, lonesome,
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pointless, and frustrating existence, as so many have falsely labeled it today.
Rather, it is the very “simplicity” of the single life (which we will go into
more deeply in Scripture later) that frees a person to fully live out his or her
<« . » <« »
own “uniqueness” and “completeness.
Singleness positions people to become their best version of themselves
as no other relational role can. God does not want singles to look to mar-

riage as a way to stop being single. People

S—ge )
are always to maintain their wholeness,
completeness, and uniqueness as indi- Singleness positions
viduals, even (and especially) when they people to become

et married. . .
8 their best version of

Unfortunately, that is rarely what’s

, o themselves as no other
communicated to Christian singles today,

cither verbally or nonverbally. The church relational role can.
is largely at fault for making singles feel oo™

like second-class and incomplete citi-

zens, as most of the events, activities, small groups, and formal messages
focus primarily on married couples and families, with little or no applica-
tion for singles. Yet singles make up roughly half of our entire American
adult population. Any way you slice it, nearly half of an entire country is a
huge portion of the country. The statistics in the church are similar, if not
even more slanted toward singles.

With such a great number of singles in America and in the church, why
is so little said on the subject from the pulpit? I'll conjecture that it may
have something to do with the fact that nearly every senior pastor is mar-
ried. And if a pastor becomes divorced at some point in his career, he will
typically resign from the ministry. Thus, you have an entire layer of spiri-
tual leadership living in the context of marriage while overseeing the devel-
opment of half (if not more) of their congregation in an entirely different
context.

I can say from firsthand experience that a pastor who happens to be
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married is always on dangerous ground when he approaches the issue of
singleness. Invariably he hears the accusation, “Pastor, you dont under-
stand. You've been married for so long. You don’t know the struggles I face
as a single!” I've heard this myself more times than I care to remember.

And it’s natural for people to feel that a married pastor cannot relate to
them because he hasn’t experienced what they’re experiencing. However, the
truth of the Word transcends our experiences. I have never been an alco-
holic, for example, but I can tell you what the Bible has to say about it. I can
speak because God has spoken. I have never struggled with fear or anxiety,
but I can deliver other people from it. I've been married for more than forty-
five years, yes, but I also know what God says about singleness and the top-
ics that directly correlate to it. Add to that decades of counseling singles and
[ feel prepared to teach on this subject in a way that is compassionate, un-
derstanding, empowering, and empathetic. Not only was I single before I
got married, but I've also taken the time to listen to those who are, or have
been, and I've thoroughly studied God’s Word on the subject.

Nevertheless, I understand the need of many of you to hear from some-
one who knows firsthand what the single lifestyle is really like. That's why
I've chosen to borrow heavily from the words of someone who was single
for a long time. I'm talking about the apostle Paul.

The apostle Paul personally understood the strengths and successes of
the single lifestyle far better than do the social commentators of our day.
His inspired words in the New Testament present us with a challenge that

cuts across the grain of our society. According to Paul:
Being single is a very good thing (see 1 Corinthians 7:26).

Yes, there’s a good deal of controversy surrounding that concept, even
though it’s every bit as biblical as John 3:16. But make no mistake about
what Paul is saying: If you are single, you're in the best possible spiritual

position.
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Now, this may be contrary to what you've heard about singleness or
even what you feel about it, but God’s Word often runs contrary to popular
opinion. God never set out to be popular. He set out to be God. And God
says it is highly beneficial for a person to be single. God is not opposed to
marriage; He created it, and it has its own purposes. But when comparing
the two for which state allows for the under-

oY
standing and fulfilling of one’s purpose, being
single wins. Never miss out on

Whether you want to be single or married, ¢, 7 ay’s open doors

let that truth sink in for a moment. Let the

, for those you are
high value God places on your status assure

you that your life is not a mistake and this sea- hoping will open
son does not have to be disappointing. tomorrow.
Singleness is not a second-class status. It’s

not to be a perpetual waiting period. Single-

ness is a unique platform and position provided to you for great enjoyment,
accomplishment, discovery, exploration, freedom, and meaning. To not
maximize your season of singleness because you're so focused on waiting
for marriage or disappointed in the present is to waste your God-given gift.
Never miss out on today’s open doors for those you are hoping will open

tOmoOrrow.

It Started with a Single

God did not create Adam and Eve as a married couple. Rather, they were
created as adult singles first. In fact, the first single person God created was
a man. Far too often in the church, we hear that all the messages and events
on singleness are aimed at women. But when the Bible is our source of
learning, we see numerous examples of God’s using single men as models
for how kingdom singles should live. Jesus, Daniel, Joseph, Paul, Isaac, and

the three Hebrew men in the furnace are good examples. However, the
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principles of singleness in these pages transcend gender, whether the person
from whose life we derive a standard is male or female.

From the beginning of time, though, God initiated singleness by first
creating a man. What we learn from this example is that God gave Adam
a personal relationship with Him first. He gave him a calling and His in-
struction prior to giving him a mate. Every single man, in particular, should
thus prioritize these areas during his time of singleness, so that if and when
it’s time to get married, he can offer his future bride a kingdom man.

Genesis 2:18 gives us our first look at what it means to fully live as a
unique, complete single. We read, “Then the Lorp God said, ‘It is not
good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.”
We often misread that verse, assuming God is saying that it's not good for
man to be single. But He doesn’t say that. He says it’s not good for man to
be alone. There’s a difference. When you look at this concept, you must
distinguish between being single and being alone and not equate the two.

On the dresser as I write this chapter is my key ring. On my key ring
are two different keys. One is round and one is oblong. One key goes to a
door at home, while the other is a master key for the doors at church. Each
key has been created with indentations and protrusions sufficient to unlock
the door it was designed to unlock.

To use each key does not require the help of the other key. Each key
functions wholly on its own. In other words, these two different keys are
completely independent of each other.

Yet as I mentioned, I also have a key ring. And while both keys func-
tion independently of each other, they are both likewise connected to each
other through a ring. Putting keys on a ring doesn’t change the nature of
the keys. The keys remain as they were before without the ring because they
were already complete. All the ring did was hook up two complete keys so
that they could now remain connected in the same vicinity.

Friend, if you don’t view yourself as already complete as a single, then

you will function as an incomplete single and thus be subject to illegiti-
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mate bondage because you have a wrong perception of yourself. God said
it is not good that man should be alone. Not that it is not good that man
is single.

Under God’s rule in the Garden, singleness meant to be complete,
whole, and unique. This is why God was the one who determined Adam
was alone. Adam was not initially aware of any

o>
concept of aloneness. That’s because until God

told him, he wasn’t alone. Likewise, God doesn’t God did not

want you to equate being single with being begin humanity

alone. God wanted Adam to be completely ful- with a married

filled in Him before He gave him a mate. A
couple. He began

mate became a bonus.

Likewise, when God created Eve as a single with two s ing les.
adult woman, she didn’t open her eyes and shriek, P
“Oh, no, I'm single! What’s going to become of
me?” Rather, God had to bring her to Adam. Before that happened, she
was already complete in who she was.

God did not begin humanity with a married couple. He began with
two singles. And remember, Adam got his mate while he was sleeping, not
panicking.

In fact, Adam had even been given a crucial, divine assignment to ful-
fill before he was provided with a “helper.” Genesis 2:15 says, “Then
the Lorp God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cul-
tivate it and keep it.” God also assigned him to name the animals in it
(Genesis 2:19, 20a). Thus, before Adam ever became attached to Eve, he
was called upon to maximize his full potential by turning the Garden into
an organized, productive place.

This means that the key to your completeness as a single is rooted first
and foremost in your calling, not your sexuality. Because Adam was so
busy as a kingdom single doing kingdom work, God had to tell him he
needed a helper. Likewise, as you're busy fulfilling your kingdom role and
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purpose, you should be fully content until God changes your status, or
even if He doesn’t.

Before there was an Eve, Adam utilized his intellectual capacity in
naming the animals. Not only that, but whatever he chose to name an ani-
mal, God backed him on it. God supported and blessed Adam’s work as a
single. Thus, Adam truly was a kingdom single. A kingdom single is de-
fined as an unmarried Christian who is committed to fully and freely maxi-
mizing his or her completeness under the rule of God and the lordship of Jesus
Christ.

Which leads us to the question on the floor: What made Adam a king-
dom single so that he could fully and freely live out his completeness under
God? A few principles come out of his story that can help answer that ques-
tion. First, Adam possessed a clearly defined divine identity. Genesis 1:26
says, “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness.””

Likewise, every man and every woman possesses this image of God,
because we are all made in His image. You have a divine stamp on your
soul, which means your identity is to be rooted first and foremost in your
relationship with the One in whose image youre made. You are never to
define yourself by a relationship to someone else, because when you're de-
fined by another person, you have created a competing image to God. Not
only is that image competing, but it’s also corrupt. What makes you a
unique and special single is that youre created in the image of God. Your
connection to God and not another person should give you your ultimate
sense of worth and significance.

One of my most difficult jobs as a pastor is to get people to understand
that their ultimate commitment is to God, not people. Your identity is in
God, not in others. It’s not even in what you do. The Bible condemns idola-
try in numerous places, but rarely do we, in our Western mind-sets, con-
sider another person to be an idol. Yet an idol is any person, place, or thing

that you look to above or in place of God’s rightful position in your time,



THE COMPLETENESS OF SINGLES 17

talents, thoughts, and choices. If you're looking to another person as your
identity, meaning, purpose, or source, you have an idol—even if that other
person is a future mate you haven’t even met yet.

You were uniquely and specifically created to mirror the identity of the
Creator Himself. He is your source, purpose, meaning, and identity. That
being so, no human being and nothing else can ever possibly complete
you. You are complete as you are. You are whole, made in the image of God
Himself.

One of the first things that will help you mentally to embrace your
wholeness is to begin to define yourself as God defines you. Don’t let the
devil carry out identity theft on your singleness. Nothing else can define
you. Not what your mom said, nor your dad, nor even what has been done
to you or you have done yourself. You can be defined only by your identity
with God, which means you are a blood-bought child of the King, with
royalty flowing through your veins. You are an heir to the kingdom, with a
purpose that extends beyond yourself. You are whole. You are unique. You
are complete.

Another principle that comes from Adam’s story is that he was given
divine instruction to freely eat of the trees of the garden. Far too often, we
focus on the one tree Adam was instructed to avoid. But Genesis 2:16 says,
“The Lorp God commanded the man, saying, ‘From any tree of the gar-
den you may eat freely”” This was an instruction to a single man. And it
wasn't a suggestion; it was a command. God commanded Adam, meaning
Adam was supposed to do this. It wasn’t up for discussion or negotiation.
If he were to operate under the Lord God, that would be how he was to roll.
He was commanded to freely eat and enjoy all that was available to him.

That’s a lot of freedom. I define biblical freedom as #he release from il-
legitimate bondage so that you can make the choice to maximize your potential.
Adam had the entire known world open to him for enjoyment, barring one
tree. Yes, there was that one restriction, but his freedom was a lot bigger

than the restriction. In fact, the first command ever given to humanity was
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(to put it in everyday language), “Enjoy yourself.” Why? Because a king-
dom single is free—free to maximize the potential of the gift of life itself.

Friend, from a biblical standpoint, you should be living it up as a single.
Adam was supposed to be living it up as a single. He was supposed to be
spending so much time having fun in the garden, because there was so
much given to him that he was commanded to freely enjoy.

Being all you were created to be and fully living your life is a com-
mand. You'd better enjoy yourself. You'd better express yourself. You'd bet-
ter be all you can be, because it's a command. So if youre a boring,
stuck-at-home, not-enjoying-life single, youre disobeying God—Iliterally

disobeying Him and setting yourself up

0> : ;
for temptation on the one tree you're

SO l:fyou’re a boring’ not supposed to mess with.

The purpose of the restriction was
stuck-at-home, not- purp W

o . . crucial to Adam’s maximizing his com-
enjoying-life single,

pleteness as a kingdom single. It was a

you're disobeying God. perpetual reminder that he was not au-

coo>? tonomous. He was not to determine

good and evil or right and wrong inde-

pendently of God. Only with the restriction could he enjoy and maximize
the massive amount of freedom God made available to him.

Likewise, God restricts us in order to liberate us. Just as the boundary
lines on a tennis court are there to provide a framework within which to
play, God’s boundaries give us the ability to fully and freely maximize our
lives. Without the boundaries on a tennis court, there could be no game.
Without the sidelines on a football field, there would be chaos.

Rather than view God’s boundaries as a negative, therefore, seck to see
what they actually provide—the ability to enjoy all He has provided within
a context of peace and order. You have been given the opportunity to fully
and freely live all your life to its highest potential and enjoyment as a single.

To not do so is to belittle God’s gift of life. Yes, there are boundaries as a
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single, but when you shift your eyes from the boundaries to the playing
field, you’ll see that it is so much more than you ever realized before.

What Satan likes to do with singles is the same thing he did with
Adam and Eve. In getting them to focus on the one tree they couldn’t have
(the boundary line), he led them to miss out on all the trees they could
have (the playing field). Satan loves to get singles to focus on the one thing
they don’t have (usually marriage, or it could even be sex), and they wind
up missing out on maximizing, experiencing, and enjoying all they do
have.

Yet one of the most beautiful things about singleness is that you are
fully free.

If you could be a fly on the wall of my office the numerous times I
counsel married couples, you would hear the same word I hear over and
over and over again: Trapped. I can’t tell you how many times I've been
asked to help married couples not feel so trapped. One husband came to
me after only six months of marriage, already saying he felt trapped and
wanted out.

Kingdom single, never undervalue the gift of freedom you now have to
tully live, because freedom is a gift worth more than you probably realize.
Enjoy your freedom. Use your freedom wisely. Maximize your freedom
and the kingdom authority that comes with it. Embrace your freedom.
And discover all you can do in this season of life to become your best ver-
sion of yourself. When you view freedom and completeness through the
lens of God’s love for you, you will truly be living as a kingdom single.
Remember, a kingdom single is an unmarried Christian who is committed
to fully and freely maximizing his or her completeness under the rule of
God. It is God’s intention for you to be single and satisfied under His
authority.

You will know you're truly a kingdom single when you reach that point
where, even if you want to be married someday, you dont need to be.

There’s nothing wrong with wanting to marry at some point (which was
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God’s ultimate plan for single people before sin entered the world). But if
you're a kingdom single, you don’t have to be married to feel complete and
whole.

God wants every unmarried Christian to have and be fulfilled in what
He gave Adam and Eve as singles, namely, His image and the divine iden-
tity within it so they would mirror God’s spiritual reality. He also gave
them His presence so they would live all of life in fellowship with Him. He
gave them His purpose so they would do the work He had given them to
do. In addition, He gave them His instructions so they would operate
under divine direction and not merely by human reasoning and rationale.

As a kingdom single, you also have a divine self-image and a divinely
ordained purpose to live out in fellowship with God under the authority of
His divine revelation. Only when this is taking place at its fullest are you
fully ready (emotionally and spiritually) to be married. Only kingdom
singles can ever hope to enjoy a kingdom marriage.

Returning to our egg illustration, I'll acknowledge, like most people,
that two good eggs joined together can make for a tasty omelet. Marriage
can be wonderful, yes. But a single egg served over easy, sunny side up, or
scrambled can be just as wonderful. Singleness affords you the unique op-
portunity to determine and discover what kind of eggs you truly enjoy

most.



