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FOREWORD

Scriptural Promise

“The grass withers, the flower fades,
But the word of our God stands forever.”
Isaian 40:8

The Amplified Bible has been produced with the conviction
that the words of Scripture as originally penned in the He-
brew, Aramaic, and Greek were inspired by God. Since they are
the eternal Word of God, the Holy Scriptures speak with fresh
power to each generation, to give wisdom that leads to salva-
tion, that people may serve Christ to the glory of God.

The Fourfold Aim of The Lockman Foundation

1. The publications shall be true to the original Hebrew,
Aramaic, and Greek.

2. They shall be grammatically correct.

They shall be understandable to the people.

4. They shall give the Lord Jesus Christ His proper place, the
place which the Word gives Him; therefore, no translation
work will ever be personalized.

w
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PREFACE

In 1958 The Lockman Foundation and Zondervan Publishing
House issued the first edition of the Amplified New Testament.
In 1962 and 1964 the two-volume Amplified Old Testament was
released. In 1965 the complete Amplified Bible was published,
and in 1987 the Amplified Bible, Expanded Edition was completed.
Over fifty years have passed since the Amplified New Testament
was translated and during that time there have been changes in
both the style and usage of the English language; therefore, it
seemed appropriate for The Lockman Foundation to revisit this
well-loved translation of God’s Word. Accordingly, Dr. Robert G.
Lambeth, President of The Lockman Foundation, established
a translation team and under his leadership the project was
developed and completed.

The Lockman Foundation is now pleased to present the Amplified
Bible of 2015. The English has been updated based on contem-
porary usage, a substantial number of new amplifications have
been added to the Old Testament, and original amplifications
have been updated, expanded, refined, or clarified where need-
ed. The translation team has also added a significant number of
new footnotes and references.

The result is a translation that is contemporary and firmly based
on the foundation established by the Amplified Bible of 1965. That
original translation project was envisioned and led by Frances
Siewert (1881-1967), an amazing and gifted woman who devoted
her life to serving the Lord and to making His Word available
in an entirely new format. Her contribution to the spread of the
Gospel through the Amplified Bible is impossible to quantify and
her vision continues to speak to the hearts of people today.

The Amplified Bible of 2015 has been editorially recast so that a
verse may be read either with or without amplification. The basic
verse is the literal equivalent translation of the Hebrew, Aramaic,
or Greek text. The basic verse is then amplified in a way that
permits the reader to have a greater understanding of the rela-
tionship between the crispness of contemporary English and the
depth of meaning in the biblical languages.

VI
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EXPLANATION OF
GENERAL FORMAT

Amplification is indicated within the English text by parenthe-
ses, brackets, and italicized conjunctions.

Parentheses in Roman type () supply the definition in context
of the preceding name, place, or word. When the Amplified Bible
is read aloud the definition in context may be skipped over.

Parentheses in bold type () indicate a parenthetical phrase
that is part of the original language and should be included when
Scripture is read aloud.

Brackets in Roman type [] contain justified words, phrases, or
brief commentary not fully expressed in the preceding English
text, but which are validated by the meaning of the original He-
brew, Aramaic, or Greek, or are validated elsewhere by Scripture.
The amplifications within brackets serve many purposes. They
may expand the depth of meaning in the underlying Hebrew,
Aramaic, or Greek word; they may clarify a theological word or
concept; they may expand a teaching or principle; they may sup-
ply information that helps the reader grasp the context of the
passage.

Brackets in bold type [] are footnoted and indicate text not
found in early mss or found only in some early mss.

Italicized conjunctions: and, or, nor are not in the original text,
but are used to connect additional English words indicated by
the original Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek.

Italicized words are not found in the original language, but im-
plied by it.

Proper names of persons, places, or things are often used to
replace pronouns. When pronouns are retained in the text they
may be followed by a name placed in parentheses.

Pronouns referring to God, the Father; Jesus, the Son; and the
Holy Spirit are always capitalized, so that the reader immediate-
ly recognizes Deity in the text.

VII
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Paragraphs are identified by bold verse numbers or bold letters.
This allows paragraphs to be clearly identified without displaying
the verses in paragraph format. The text can still be read or stud-
ied by paragraphs, but individual verses are much easier to find
when each verse begins on a new line.

Small capital letters are used in the New Testament to indicate
Old Testament quotations or obvious references to Old Testa-
ment texts. Variations of Old Testament wording are found in
New Testament citations depending on whether the New Testa-
ment writer translated from a Hebrew text, used existing Greek
or Aramaic translations, or restated the material. It should be
noted that modern rules for the indication of direct quotations
were not used in biblical times; therefore, the ancient writer
would use exact quotations or references to quotations without
specific indication of such.

The proper name of God in the Old Testament is most signif-
icant and understandably so. The most common name for the
Deity is God, a translation of the Hebrew word, Elohim. One of
the titles for God is Lord, a translation of Adonai. There is yet an-
other name which is particularly assigned to God as His special
or proper name, that is, the four letters YHWH (Exodus 3:14 and
Isaiah 42:8). This name has not been pronounced by the Jews
because of reverence for the great sacredness of the divine name.
Therefore, it has been consistently translated Lorp. The only
exception to this translation of YHWH is when it occurs in
immediate proximity to the word Lord, that is, Adonai. In that
case it is regularly translated Gop in order to avoid confusion.
When the name of God appears within parentheses or brackets,
the context of the verse determines which name and type style

is used.

Verse references are placed in brackets at the end of some vers-
es. If a verse contains more than one Scripture reference, the

references are listed in biblical order.

Section headings are included in the text, but are not part of the
original language.

VIII
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ABBREVIATIONS
AND SPECIAL MARKINGS

Aram
c

DSS
etc.
e.g.
Gr

Heb
ie.,
Lat
MT
Syr
Lit
Or

ch, chs
cf

f, ff

mg

ms, mss

Vv, VV

‘ ‘ TELB 00_Front Matter.indd 9

Aramaic

about

Dead Sea Scrolls
and so on

for example

Greek translation of O.T. (Septuagint or LXX)
or Greek text of N.T.

Hebrew text, usually Masoretic
that is

Latin

Masoretic text

Syriac

A literal translation

An alternate translation justified by the Hebrew,
Aramaic, or Greek

chapter, chapters

compare

following verse or verses

Refers to a marginal reading on another verse
manuscript, manuscripts

verse, verses

IX
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THE LOCKMAN FOUNDATION

The Lockman Foundation wishes to express deepest
gratitude to all those who have contributed to the devel-
opment of the 2015 edition of the Amplified Bible. Through-
out these years of translation many people have shared their
time, talent, prayers and very best effort to bring this Bible
translation to completion.

It is our prayer that each participant—whether scholar or
staff, professor or proofreader, consultant or critical read-
er—will look at these pages of Scripture and know that
each one’s contribution is treasured . . . nothing is insig-
nificant when dealing with God’s Word.

To quote F. Dewey “Granddad” Lockman (1898-1974),
“This work is a symphony, not a solo!” May each of you
be specially blessed and always hold a special joy in your
heart whenever you read the new Amplified Bible 2015.
Thank you beloved.

Phoebe McAuley Lambeth
Coordinating Editor
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A Personal Word from Joyce Meyer

or more than forty years, I have enjoyed and greatly benefitted from the

Amplified Bible. It gives insights I have not found in other translations I
have used. Because God has used the Amplified Bible in my life to open up
many truths from His Word to me, I wanted to share the insight He has given
me to help others. I prayed for many years to get permission from the pub-
lisher to produce a specialty Bible using this version and was thrilled when
permission was finally granted.

God’s Word is very precious to me. I can truly say that I love God’s Word. It
has changed me, and it has changed my life. I have also witnessed transformation
in the lives of multitudes of people over the years through studying and believing
God’s Word. God’s words are not ordinary words, as the words of people are. His
words are filled with power. The power of God is actually inherent in His Word
and it heals, delivers, comforts, saves, corrects, and encourages us.

When people are very discouraged, they can actually take God’s Word as
medicine for their souls. It encourages the discouraged, lifts up the lowly and
downtrodden, heals the sick, saves the lost, fills the empty, and counsels those
who need to make a decision.

Jesus is the Word of God Who took on human flesh and dwelt for a while
among people (see John 1:14). When we read, study, meditate on, or confess
the Word of God, we are fellowshipping with Jesus. We are actually taking
Him as our nourishment and we find that only He can satisfy our souls. God’s
Word is our spiritual food and we need it regularly, just as we need natural
food. The prophet Jeremiah said, “Your words were found and I ate them, and
Your words became a joy to me and the delight of my heart” (Jeremiah 15:16).

God's Word is very important to Him. The Bible says in Psalm 138:2 that
He has magnified together His name and His word. We should always respect
and honor God’s Word and give it a place of priority in our everyday lives. I
truly believe that God’s Word contains an answer to every problem and situ-
ation we encounter in life. It is certainly spiritual, but it is also very practical
and has been given for our everyday lives. This is why, when we first pro-
duced this Bible, using the Amplified Classic Bible, we called it The Everyday
Life Bible. This new edition uses the most current Amplified Bible translation
(2015). I believe that many people have connected the Bible only with church
or some other spiritual activity when it really is a life-giving Book we can
apply to our lives daily.

I also believe the Bible is largely a book about relationships. It offers
in-depth information about our relationships with God, ourselves, and our
fellow human beings. Much of the difficulty we face in life is the result of poor
relationships. I have learned through God’s Word how to receive His love,
love myself in a balanced way, and let His love flow through me to others. I
pray that this would be your goal because Jesus said that the thing we should
concentrate on is loving God and loving others as we love ourselves (see
Matthew 27:37-39).

Let me encourage you to be a “lifetime learner.” Apply God’s Word to situ-
ations in your life as you would apply medicine to an injury. If you are having

XI
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a particular struggle such as anger, depression, or fear, go to God’s Word and
select passages that deal with these subjects (I have provided in the back of
this Bible a topical index called “The Word for Your Everyday Life,” which
makes finding these passages easy for you). As you read these verses, slowly
take them in, and roll them over and over in your mind. You will find a change
taking place in your heart and life. I encourage you to love God’s Word, for in
it you will find resurrection power and contentment far greater than anything
the world has to offer.

Now, I want to make sure you are aware of the special features The
Everyday Life Bible has to offer because I believe they will help tremendously
as you live your life by the Word of God.

Book Introductions: At the beginning of every book of the Bible, you will find
basic historical background information on that particular book, along with
my thoughts on why each book is important and how it relates to practical
living. You will also find “Everyday Life Principles,” which summarize the key
points and general themes of each book.

Everyday Life Articles: These articles are the longest, most thorough entries
in the Bible. They correspond to specific verses or passages, and provide great
insight and advice on a variety of topics. I wrote many of them especially for
The Everyday Life Bible, and I believe they will help you tremendously in your
everyday life.

Life Points: If you have followed my teaching ministry for long, you may
realize that I often use short, catchy, to-the-point phrases or “one-liners” to
emphasize certain principles or truths. Life Points include many of these well-
known phrases, as well and other nuggets of encouragement and exhortation.

Speak the Word: I believe that confessing God’s Word is vital to a success-
ful Christian life. Anywhere you see an entry entitled, “Speak the Word,” you
will find a Scripture verse or passage adapted as a first-person confession or
prayer. I encourage you to speak and pray these words as you come across
them in this Bible and use them to teach you how to pray and confess other
verses throughout God’s Word.

Putting the Word to Work: We all need to apply the truths of God’s Word to
our lives. The “Putting the Word to Work” feature takes biblical principles and
gives you opportunities to meditate on them, answer questions about them, and
think about how you can specifically apply them to the situations in your life.

The Word for Your Everyday Life: Located in the back of this Bible, “The Word
for Your Everyday Life” is a list of topics you are likely to face over the course
of your life—perhaps many times. Under each topic heading, you will find
Scripture references pertaining to that topic. Read those verses and passages,
and you will discover biblical answers and guidance to help you overcome
every challenge and live your life victoriously.

How To Receive Jesus as Your Personal Lord and Savior: The most important
relationship of your life is a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. If you
would like to receive Him as your Lord and Savior, and enter into the greatest
relationship you have ever known, please pray the prayer at the back of the
Bible on the page entitled, “How To Receive Jesus as Your Personal Lord

and Savior.”

XII
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Genesis

Moses

About 1440 BC

Beginnings are important and,
thankfully, God continually gives us
opportunities for a fresh start.

Be watching for the opportunities
God brings your way. They will
present themselves in the situations
of your everyday life, such as your
relationships, your workplace, the
way you choose to spend your time,
and issues of personal integrity.

Only as you take advantage of these
opportunities can you move forward
in God’s plans for your life.

TELB_01_Genesis.indd 1

e often hear the book of

Genesis described as a “book
of beginnings,” but I also like to
think of it as a book of opportuni-
ties. From its start to its finish, we
read stories of people who were
presented with opportunities.

First, we see Eve with the opportu-
nity to choose between good and
evil—between God’s instruction
and the serpent’s deception. We
read about Noah and his opportu-
nity to demonstrate his faith when
everyone around him thought he
was crazy. We see Abraham with
an opportunity to believe God’s
promise when it was naturally
impossible and then to obey God
when obedience required a will-
ingness to sacrifice the promised
son for whom he waited so long.
We learn about Jacob’s opportu-
nity to deceive, which resulted in
all kinds of trouble—and later
with an opportunity to surrender
completely to God, which resulted
in great blessing. We see Joseph
with opportunities to forgive and
to trust God.

Throughout Genesis, people were
blessed when they took advantage
of opportunities to choose well—
to choose truth over deception,
faith over fear, peace over strife,
forgiveness over bitterness,
patience and waiting on God
over trying to force something to
happen. I hope the stories and
principles in this book will help
you recognize the opportunities
God gives you and help you make
wise choices that will lead to
greater blessings than you have
ever known.

9/23/17 5:20 PM ‘ ‘



Genesis 1:1

created [by forming from noth-
ing] the heavens and the earth.
[Heb 11:3]

2The earth was formless and void or
a waste and emptiness, and darkness
was upon the face of the deep [prime-
val ocean that covered the unformed
earth]. The Spirit of God was moving
(hovering, brooding) over the face of
the waters.

3And God said, “Let there be light”;
and there was light.

4God saw that the light was good
(pleasing, useful) and He affirmed
and sustained it; and God separated
the light [distinguishing it] from the
darkness. [2 Cor 4:6]

And God called the light day, and
the darkness He called night. And
there was evening and there was
morning, one day.

6And God said, “Let there be an ex-
panse [of the sky] in the midst of the
waters, and let it separate the waters
[below the expanse] from the waters
[above the expanse].”

’And God made the expanse [of sky]
and separated the waters which were
under the expanse from the waters
which were above the expanse; and
it was so [just as He commanded].

8God called the expanse [of sky]
heaven. And there was evening and
there was morning, a second day.

9Then God said, “Let the waters be-
low the heavens be gathered into one
place [of standing, pooling together],
and let the dry land appear”; and it
was so.

©God called the dry land earth, and
the gathering of the waters He called

1 IN THE beginning God (Elohim)

speak the Word

Lord, I thank You that You have blessed me and called me to be fruitful in my
life. I pray that I will use the resources

seas; and God saw that this was good
(pleasing, useful) and He affirmed
and sustained it.

11So God said, “Let the earth sprout
[tender] vegetation, plants yielding
seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit ac-
cording to (limited to, consistent with)
their kind, whose seed is in them upon
the earth”; and it was so.

2The earth sprouted and abun-
dantly produced vegetation, plants
yielding seed according to their kind,
and trees bearing fruit with seed in
them, according to their kind; and God
saw that it was good and He affirmed
and sustained it.

3BAnd there was evening and there
was morning, a third day.

“Then God said, “Let there be light-
bearers (sun, moon, stars) in the ex-
panse of the heavens to separate the
day from the night, and let them be
useful for signs (tokens) [of God's
provident care], and for marking sea-
sons, days, and years; [Gen 8:22]

and let them be useful as lights in
the expanse of the heavens to provide
light on the earth”; and it was so, [just
as He commanded].

®God made the two great lights—
the greater light (the sun) to rule the
day, and the lesser light (the moon) to
rule the night; He made the [galaxies
of] stars also [that is, all the amazing
wonders in the heavens].

7God placed them in the expanse
of the heavens to provide light upon
the earth,

8to rule over the day and the night,
and to separate the light from the
darkness; and God saw that it was
good and He affirmed and sustained it.

You have created to serve You and to serve others.
—ADAPTED FROM GENESIS 1:28

‘ ‘ TELB_01_Genesis.indd 2
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YAnd there was evening and there
was morning, a fourth day.

20Then God said, “Let the waters
swarm and abundantly produce liv-
ing creatures, and let birds soar above
the earth in the open expanse of the
heavens.”

21God created the great sea monsters
and every living creature that moves,
with which the waters swarmed ac-
cording to their kind, and every
winged bird according to its kind; and
God saw that it was good and He af-
firmed and sustained it.

22And God blessed them, saying, “Be

enjoy your life

Genesis 1:25

fruitful, multiply, and fill the waters
in the seas, and let birds multiply on
the earth.”

ZAnd there was evening and there
was morning, a fifth day.

2Then God said, “Let the earth
bring forth living creatures according
to (limited to, consistent with) their
kind: livestock, crawling things, and
wild animals of the earth according to
their kinds”; and it was so [because He
had spoken them into creation].

S0 God made the wild animals of
the earth according to their kind, and
the cattle according to their kind, and

When God had completed His six days of creation, He took time to look over every-
thing and He saw that “it was very good and He validated it completely” (Genesis
1:31). God took time to enjoy the work of His hands, and we should do the same.
In our passion to possess more and more, we often fall into the trap of working,

working, working—and we never enjoy the fruit of our labor. Sometimes we should @
simply take time to relax and enjoy what we have accomplished.

The writer of Ecclesiastes said there is nothing better for a person than to see “good
in his labor” (Ecclesiastes 2:24). | have always been a hard worker. A few years ago,
I realized | was working hard but not taking time to enjoy what | was doing. | made
a decision to include enjoyment in my life. I no longer just “do” conferences; | enjoy
them. When my house is clean and pretty, | take time to look at it and enjoy it. At
the end of a year | go over my calendar and remember the various things | have
done, and | enjoy the sense of accomplishment it brings. | look at what God has
enabled me to do, and I say, “It is good.”

Many people feel worthless, insecure, and unacceptable, but God looked at
everything He had created, including man, and said, "It is very good.” He validated
it completely. God knows everything about each of us, and He loves us uncondition-
ally. God approves of us; He may not approve of everything we do, but He does
approve of us as His beloved children. | encourage you to make a decision to not
only enjoy the labor of your hands, but to approve of and enjoy yourself as well.

Choosing to enjoy and accept myself is one of the best decisions | have ever made.
God does not create anything worthless. He is good, and everything He does is
good. We cannot believe that God created us and also believe we are worthless.
Begin to accept and enjoy yourself where you are, and God will help you get to
where you need to be.

TELB_01_Genesis.indd 3 @ 9/23/17 5:20 PM‘ ‘



Genesis 1:26

everything that creeps and crawls on
the earth according to its kind; and
God saw that it was good (pleasing,
useful) and He affirmed and sus-
tained it.

26Then God said, “Let Us (Father,
Son, Holy Spirit) make man in Our
image, according to Our likeness [not
physical, but a spiritual personality
and moral likeness]; and let them have
complete authority over the fish of the
sea, the birds of the air, the cattle, and
over the entire earth, and over every-
thing that creeps and crawls on the
earth.” [Ps 104:30; Heb 1:2; 11:3]

27So God created man in His own im-
age, in the image and likeness of God
He created him; male and female He
created them. [Col 3:9, 10; James 3:8, 9]

2And God blessed them [granting
them certain authority] and said to
them, “Be fruitful, multiply, and fill

life point

Here in the very first chapter of the Bible,
God clearly communicates His desire for
our lives to be fruitful. Two of the things
necessary to live fruitful lives are balance
and pruning. To stay balanced we need
to make sure we get the right amounts
of healthy nourishment, rest, work, play,
time alone with God, and time to enjoy
godly relationships.

Pruning is not always pleasant, but it does
ensure that the situations, activities, or
relationships that are depleting us will
not continue to do so. It means something
must be cut off or removed from our

lives, but God promises great reward as a
result—more fruitfulness than ever!

Stay balanced by letting God, the wise
Master Gardener, prune your life as He
sees fit, and you will enjoy years of
fruitfulness and fulfillment.

‘ ‘ TELB_01_Genesis.indd 4

the earth, and subjugate it [putting
it under your power]; and rule over
(dominate) the fish of the sea, the
birds of the air, and every living thing
that moves upon the earth.”

%S0 God said, “Behold, I have given
you every plant yielding seed that is
on the surface of the entire earth, and
every tree which has fruit yielding
seed; it shall be food for you;

%and to all the animals on the earth
and to every bird of the air and to ev-
erything that moves on the ground—to
everything in which there is the
breath of life—I have given every green
plant for food”; and it was so [because
He commanded it].

31God saw everything that He had
made, and behold, it was very good
and He validated it completely. And
there was evening and there was
morning, a sixth day.

were completed, and all their
hosts (inhabitants).

2And by the seventh day God com-
pleted His work which He had done,
and He rested (ceased) on the seventh
day from all His work which He had
done. [Heb 4:9, 10]

3So God blessed the seventh day
and sanctified it [as His own, that is,
set it apart as holy from other days],
because in it He rested from all His
work which He had created and done.
[Ex 20:11]

4This is the history of [the origin of]
the heavens and of the earth when
they were created, in the day [that is,
days of creation] that the Lorp God
made the earth and the heavens—

*no shrub or plant of the field was
yet in the earth, and no herb of the
field had yet sprouted, for the Lorp
God had not caused it to rain on the
earth, and there was no man to culti-
vate the ground,

Sbut a mist (fog, dew, vapor) used to

2 SO THE heavens and the earth
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rise from the land and water the entire
surface of the ground—

"then the Lorp God formed [that is,
created the body of] man from the dust
of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and the man
became a living being [an individual

Genesis 2:9

complete in body and spirit]. [1 Cor
15:45-49]
8And the Lorp God planted a garden
(oasis) in the east, in Eden (delight,
land of happiness); and He put the man
whom He had formed (created) there.
°And [in that garden] the Lorp God

a very creative God

I cannot imagine what a job it must have been for Adam to name all the birds and
animals. He certainly had to be creative to do that!

I could go on and on about how diverse and imaginative God was in creation, but |
am sure, if you think about it, you will agree that our God is awesome not only in His
power and His love, but also in His creativity.

Simply take a walk and look around. Watch something about nature on a video or on
television. Find out what is in the ocean, or learn about how bees and flowers work
together. Then realize that the same Holy Spirit present at Creation is living inside
you if you have truly accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.

So much creativity lies within each one of us, and we need to learn to tap into it and

express it without fear. Often, instead of exercising creativity, we keep repeating

the same things, even when we are bored with them, simply because we are afraid @
to step out and do something different. Even if we like the familiar, we all need

variety in our lives.

Some people keep the same job or live in the same geographic area all of their
lives because they feel those activities or environments are safe. Even if they feel
unfulfilled and unhappy at work, at least they know how to do their jobs (they're
familiar) and are comfortable with them—and the thought of getting other jobs is
frightening to them! In other cases, people do want to make changes in their lives,
but they do not want to fail at something new, so they refuse to try and they stick
with the familiar.

I do not encourage people to pursue every whim that crosses their minds or to latch
onto every fad that comes their way. But there is a definite time to step out of the
ordinary—out of the comfort zone—and into new things.

God has created us to need diversity and variety. We are designed to require fresh-
ness and newness in our lives, and there is nothing wrong with feeling that you “just
need a change.” On the other hand, never being satisfied and always trying the next
new thing is another type of problem. Stay within reason, but do not be afraid of
something new. Embrace the fresh and different opportunities, experiences, and
environments God brings your way. He is a creative God; His creativity did not stop
in the Garden of Eden, but is still active today as He continues to shape and refine
the wonderful creation He is making in you!
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caused to grow from the ground every
tree that is desirable and pleasing to
the sight and good (suitable, pleasant)
for food; the tree of life was also in
the midst of the garden, and the tree
of the [experiential] knowledge (rec-
ognition) of [the difference between]
good and evil. [Rev 2:7; 22:14, 19]

ONow a river flowed out of Eden
to water the garden; and from there
it divided and became four [branch-
ing] rivers.

UThe first [river] is named Pishon;
it flows around the entire land of
Havilah, where there is gold.

12The gold of that land is good; bdel-
lium (a fragrant, valuable resin) and
the onyx stone are found there.

3The name of the second river is Gi-
hon; it flows around the entire land of
Cush [in Mesopotamia].

“The third river is named Hiddekel
(Tigris); it flows east of Assyria. And
the fourth river is the Euphrates.

13S0 the Lorp God took the man
[He had made] and settled him in
the Garden of Eden to cultivate and
keep it.

®And the Lorp God commanded the
man, saying, “You may freely (uncon-
ditionally) eat [the fruit] from every
tree of the garden;

"but [only] from the tree of the
knowledge (recognition) of good and
evil you shall not eat, otherwise on

life point

Adam did what God told him not to do
(see Genesis 3:1-6). As a result, Adam
became a captive of Satan, who had lured
him into going against what God had said.
By listening to Satan instead of to God,
Adam surrendered to Satan the authority
to rule the earth that God had originally
given to man. Always listen to God and
obey His Word.
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life point

God created Adam as a living being, in
His image (see Genesis 1:26-27), and
gave him authority over everything else
He had created (see Genesis 1:28). Man
was created to rule under God and to be
the physical carrier of God's Spirit in the
earth. Part of human nature is that we, as
living beings like Adam, have a free will.
Why? Because God is too loving to force
submission from anyone. He wants us

to freely choose to love and serve Him.

I hope that today you will make a fresh
and willful commitment to love and serve
Him with all your heart.

the day that you eat from it, you shall
most certainly die [because of your
disobedience].”

18Now the Lorp God said, “It is not
good (beneficial) for the man to be
alone; I will make him a helper [one
who balances him—a counterpart
who is] suitable and complementary
for him.”

¥So the Lorp God formed out of the
ground every animal of the field and
every bird of the air, and brought them
to Adam to see what he would call
them; and whatever the man called a
living creature, that was its name.

20And the man gave names to all
the livestock, and to the birds of the
air, and to every animal of the field;
but for Adam there was not found a
helper [that was] suitable (a compan-
ion) for him.

21So the Lorp God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon Adam; and while
he slept, He took one of his ribs and
closed up the flesh at that place.

2ZAnd the rib which the Lorp God
had taken from the man He made
(fashioned, formed) into a woman,
and He brought her and presented her
to the man.
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BThen Adam said,

“This is now bone of my bones,
And flesh of my flesh;

She shall be called Woman,
Because she was taken out of Man.”

2For this reason a man shall leave
his father and his mother, and shall
be joined to his wife; and they shall
become one flesh. [Matt 19:5; 1 Cor
6:16; Eph 5:31-33]

And the man and his wife were
both naked and were not ashamed or

Genesis 3:3

crafty (subtle, skilled in deceit)
than any living creature of the
field which the Lorp God had made.
And the serpent (Satan) said to the
woman, “Can it really be that God has
said, “You shall not eat from any tree
of the garden’?” [Rev 12:9-11]
2And the woman said to the serpent,
“We may eat fruit from the trees of the
garden,
Sexcept the fruit from the tree which

3 NOW THE serpent was more

embarrassed. is in the middle of the garden. God

becoming one

The minute two people marry, they are legally joined together. Experientially,
though, they do not immediately “become one” when they say, “I do”; they simply
begin the process of becoming one (see Genesis 2:24). As the process works itself
out, each partner should hold marriage in honor and esteem the relationship as
worthy and precious. They should treat each other as being very valuable.

Note in this passage a three-step progression that demonstrates how to become @
one: (1) Leave. Sometimes a wife clings excessively to her mother and her mother’s

opinions about what she ought to do, or a husband runs to his father for advice,

when the couple should be trusting and leaning on each other. If two people are

married but have not left home (both physically and mentally), they need to do so.

(2) Be joined. In practical terms, this means to stick to each other like glue.

(3) Become one. Becoming one means the complete union of body, soul, and

spirit—and again, this takes time.

If both people in a marriage relationship are born again, then the spiritual union is in
place. The most difficult part of the “becoming one” process is usually the uniting of
two souls—the joining of two minds, wills, and sets of emotions. Most marital prob-
lems in the arena of the soul result from strife over lack of communication, sexual
misunderstanding, money, goals, and the disciplining of children. All of these things
need to be worked out in the soulish realm of the marriage union, and in order to
become one in that area, a husband and a wife need to give their issues to God and
say, “Father, change my mind, my will, or my feelings if I'm wrong.” God is the One
Who will bring them into agreement with His will and purpose. If each marriage
partner is willing to be brought into agreement with the other, they no longer try

to force each other to be someone they are not, but realize they need each other to
be exactly who God created them to be. They no longer pick on each other’s weak-
nesses. Instead, they partake of their strengths, they enjoy one another, and they
enjoy the process of becoming one.
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