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INTRODUCTION
Science experiments are a surefire way to get kids’ attention. Even better? 
When kids get to help! Supplement your Bible lessons with these Bible-
related object lessons from the popular Dig In curriculum. Kids ages 8 to 12 
will participate in exciting science fun that focuses on the life of Jesus, 
including these clever ideas:

• Experimenting with how many paper clips fit into a full cup of water 
(reminding them that Jesus has room in his heart for everyone).

• Seeing how water prevents a balloon from popping (demonstrating Jesus’ 
power over sickness and death).

• Using static to repel two pieces of tape and then attract them together (an 
illustration of how Jesus is drawn to children).

• Applying pressure to make ketchup sink or float in water (encouraging 
kids not to hold grudges because Jesus loves even his enemies).

These memorable object lessons will stick with kids for years to come! The 
Scripture and topical indexes make it easy to find an object lesson that goes 
with your Bible lesson. 

Get ready for a lot of oohs, aahs, and wows as kids are amazed to see how 
science can illustrate important Bible truths.

Copyright © 2018 Group Publishing, Inc./ 0000 0001 0362 4853

Visit our website: group.com

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any manner whatsoever 
without prior written permission from the publisher. For information, visit group.com/
permissions. 

When you see the OK TO COPY icon, this means permission to photocopy 
the handout from Sciency-Fun WOWS! 54 Surprising Bible Object Lessons 
(for ages 8-12) is granted for local church use. Copyright © Group Publishing, 
Inc., 1515 Cascade Ave., Loveland, CO 80538.

CREDITS
Contributing Authors: Karen Dockrey, Lynn Lauterbach, Ali Thompson, Shawn Vander Lugt
Chief Creative Of� cer: Joani Schultz 
Editor: Ali Thompson 
Assistant Editor: Becky Helzer 
Photographer: Rodney Stewart
Art Director: Jeff Storm
Lead Designer: RoseAnne Sather
Cover Designer: RoseAnne Sather
Interior Designer: Mollie Bickert

Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright 
©1996, 2004, 2007, 2013, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of 
Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved. 

ISBN: 978-1-4707-5345-0

Printed in the United States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1      27 26 25 24 23 22 21 20 19 18

oohs, aahs, and wows as kids are amazed to see how 
science can illustrate important Bible truths.



Table of Contents
An Angel Announces Jesus’ Birth » Believe It .................................8-9
(Luke 1:26-38; Matthew 1:18-25)

The First Christmas » Putting Things in Order...... ........................ 10-11
(Luke 2:1-7)

Jesus, The Light of the world, Is Born » The Word Revealed .......................12-13
(Luke 2:1-20)

simeon and anna see jesus » A Color Run ................................................. 14-15
(Luke 2:21-40)

Wise Men Worship King Jesus » The True King ............................................ 16-17
(Matthew 2:1-18)

Jesus speaks with the religious teachers » Jesus’ Strong Wisdom .....18-21
(Luke 2:41-52) 

John baptizes Jesus » Part the Pepper ........................................................22-23
(Matthew 3; Luke 3:21-22)

Satan Tempts Jesus » Jesus Is Our Compass ............................................... 24-25
(Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13)

Jesus Calls Disciples » Small & Big Changes ...........................................26-27
(Mark 1:16-20; John 1:35-51)

Jesus Performs His First Miracle » Water Power ................................... 28-29
(John 2:1-12)

Nicodemus Visits Jesus at Night » Perpetual Pendulums ....................... 30-31
(John 3:1-21)

Jesus Is REjected » Everyone Included ............................32-33
(Luke 4:16-30)

Jesus Heals People » Temperature Gauge ..............................34-35
(Luke 4:38-40; 5:12-16)

Jesus Forgives a Paralyzed Man » Sin Is Gone ...........36-37
(Luke 5:17-26)

a Miraculous catch of fish » Miraculous Overflow .................. 38-39
(Luke 5:1-11)

Wise and Foolish Builder » How Strong Is It? .........................................40-41
(Matthew 7:24-27)

Jesus Eats With Sinners at Matthew’s House » Everyone Can Come to Jesus .... 42-45
(Matthew 9:9-13)

Jesus Heals a Lame Man by a Pool » Pick Up the Ice .......................... 46-47
(John 5:1-18)

A Roman Officer Demonstrates Faith » Magnet Authority ..................48-49
(Luke 7:1-10; Matthew 8:5-13)

Jesus Eases John’s Doubt » Rescue Team! .................................................... 50-51
(Matthew 11:1-6; Luke 7:18-23)

Parable of the Farmer and the Seed » Fast Growth ..............................52-53
(Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23; Luke 8:4-15)

Jesus Describes His true family » Jesus Unites Us .................................. 54-55
(Matthew 12:46-50; Mark 3:31-35; Luke 8:19-21)

Jesus calms the storm » Water Control .................................................... 56-57
(Matthew 8:23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25)

Jesus Heals a Bleeding Woman and Restores a girl to li fe  »  Don’t Pop! ...58-59
(Mark 5:21-43; Matthew 9:18-26; Luke 8:40-56)

Jesus Walks on Water » Will It Float? ...................................................... 60-61
(Matthew 14:22-33; Mark 6:45-52; John 6:16-21)

Jesus Is Transfigured » Glowing Bottle .....................................................62-63
(Matthew 17:1-13; Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-36)

Parable of the good Samaritan » The Domino Effect.................................64-65
(Luke 10:25-37)

Jesus Performs His First Miracle 
(John 2:1-12)

Nicodemus Visits Jesus at Night 
(John 3:1-21)

Jesus Is REjected 
(Luke 4:16-30)

Jesus Heals People 
(Luke 4:38-40; 5:12-16)

The First Christmas 
(Luke 2:1-7)

Continued

a Miraculous catch of fish 

Wise and Foolish Builder 



Jesus Feeds Five Thousand » Never-Ending Candy Bar .................... 66-69
(Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15)

Disciples argue About Who Will Be the Greatest » Great Bubbles ............ 70-71
(Matthew 18:1-6; Mark 9:33-37; Luke 9:46-48)

Jesus Forgives a Woman » Sand and Salt ............................................... 72-73
(John 8:1-11)

Jesus Visits Mary and Martha » Rice Bottle Pickup ............................ 74-77
(Luke 10:38-42)

Jesus Heals a Crippled Woman » Ball Drop ............................................. 78-79
(Luke 13:10-17)

Jesus Heals a Blind Man » Unseen Power ...................................................80-81
(John 9:1-41)

Jesus Claims to be God’s Son » Double the Loops ....................................82-85
(John 10:22-42)

Parables of the Lost Sheep and Lost Coin » Counting Squares.........86-87
(Luke 15:1-10)

Parable of the Prodigal Son » Lift Me Up .................................................. 88-89
(Luke 15:11-32)

Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead » Power Over Gravity ..............90-93
(John 11:1-44)

Jesus Heals Ten Men of Leprosy » Changing Perspectives .................. 94-97
(Luke 17:11-19) 

Jesus blesses the Children » Taped Together ............................................. 98-99
(Matthew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17)

Jesus Heals Blind Men » Listening Ears ............................... 100-101
(Matthew 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43)

Jesus Meets Zacchaeus » Colorful Cabbage ..........................102-103
(Luke 19:1-10)

Jesus’ Triumphant Entry » Power Over Pepper ................. 104-105
(Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-40; John 12:12-16)

The Poor Widow’s Offering » Mixing It Up .............................................. 106-107
(Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4)

The Plot to Kill Jesus » Message Phone ....................................................108-109
(Luke 22:1-6; Matthew 26:1-5, 14-16; Mark 14:1-2, 10-11)

Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet » Putting Others First ........................ 110-111
(John 13:1-17)

Jesus Is Betrayed and Arrested » Mean Squeeze ..................................112-113
(Matthew 26:47-56; Mark 14:43-52; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:1-11)

Jesus Is Put on Trial » Sensitivity Tester ............................................... 114-117
(Matthew 27:15-31; Mark 15:6-15; Luke 23:1-25; John 18:28–19:16)

Jesus Is Crucified » Sin Extinguished ..........................................................118-119
(Matthew 27:32-61; Mark 15:21-47; Luke 23:26-56; John 19:17-42)

Jesus Rises From the Dead » From Sadness to Celebration! .............120-121
(Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-11; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18)

The Empty Tomb » His Love Covers Us ................................ 122-123
(Luke 23:26–24:12)

The Road to Emmaus » Red Reveal ............................ 124-125
(Luke 24:13-35)

Jesus Appears to Disciples » Believe It or Not .......... 126-127
(Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-31)

Jesus Talks With Peter » No Leaks! ............................................................ 128-129
(John 13:31-38; 18:15-18, 25-27; 21:15-25)

The Great Commission » Power From Presence ....................................... 130-131
(Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:15-20; Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:6-11)

Scripture Index.................... ..............................................................................132-133

Topical Index.......................... ...........................................................................134-135

(Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-31)

Jesus Talks With Peter 
(John 13:31-38; 18:15-18, 25-27; 21:15-25)

The Empty Tomb 
(Luke 23:26–24:12)

The Road to Emmaus 
(Luke 24:13-35)

Jesus Appears to Disciples 
(Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-31)

(Luke 24:13-35)

Jesus Appears to Disciples 
(Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-31)

(Matthew 27:32-61; Mark 15:21-47; Luke 23:26-56; John 19:17-42)

Jesus Rises From the Dead 
(Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-11; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18)

The Empty Tomb The Empty Tomb 
(Luke 23:26–24:12)

Jesus blesses the Children 
(Matthew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17)

Jesus Heals Blind Men 
(Matthew 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43)

Jesus Meets Zacchaeus 
(Luke 19:1-10)

The Poor Widow’s Offering 
(Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4)

Table of Contents (continued)



8 9Sciency-fun wows! 54 Surprising Bible OBJECT LESSONS (for ages 8-12)

An Angel Announces 
Jesus’ Birth 
Luke 1:26-38; Matthew 1:18-25

Supplies
• 20 flathead thumbtacks 
• one 3x5 index card 
• transparent tape
• table
• uninflated balloons

Easy Prep
• Push the thumbtacks 

through the index card 
in a filled-in rectangular 
pattern with all the 
points facing the same 
direction and the heads 
of the tacks touching each 
other. Put tape over the 
heads of the tacks to keep 
them in place.

Believe It
What Kids Will Do
Kids press balloons onto thumbtacks.

Experiment With Balloons
Say: God told Mary and Joseph that Mary 
would give birth to God’s Son, Jesus. To 
them, that seemed impossible. But God
does the impossible! Let’s see what it’s 
like to experience something that seems 
impossible.

Set the prepared index card at the front 
of the room with the thumbtack points 
facing up.

Give each child a balloon to inflate to 
about medium size. Help kids tie the 
balloons closed, if necessary.

Once the balloons are inflated and 
tied, ask:
• Who believes you could push your 

balloon onto these tacks without it 
popping? Have kids explain whether 
they think it’s possible or not.

Let each child set his or her balloon onto 
the tacks and push down on it. (You can 

push a balloon very hard onto the tacks 
and it won’t pop.)

If there are kids who are afraid to push 
on their balloons, let them set a balloon 
on the tacks while you push down on 
it for them.

Warning: Watch for kids trying to push 
so hard on the balloons that their hands 
might hit the tacks if the balloon should 
pop or slip.

Talk About It
Ask:

• What surprised you about this 
experiment?

Give kids an example of a time 
someone told you something that 

seemed impossible. For example, 
perhaps you thought it would be 
impossible for a friend to be healed 
from cancer or for you to get a job you 
really wanted.

• When has someone told you 
something that seemed impossible 
but it was true?

Allow a few moments for kids to share 
with a few others nearby.

Say: What God told Mary and Joseph 
seemed impossible. But God does the
impossible. We can trust God to do the 
impossible in our lives, too.

Have kids pop their balloons by 
stomping on them and shouting, “God 
does the impossible!”

Supplies

God does 
the 

impossible.




