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  CH A PT ER ON E 

 Your Greater Is Coming 

 W e all face setbacks in life, things we don’t understand. We may 
have lost a loved one, had a friend walk out of our relationship, 
or are dealing with an illness. When we go through loss and bad 
breaks, it’s easy to think that’s the way it’s always going to be. But 
our God is a God of restoration. He doesn’t stop every diffi culty, 
and He doesn’t keep us from every challenge. But He promises He 
will pay us back for the wrongs. He will restore what’s been stolen. 
David says in Psalm 71, “You have allowed me to suffer much 
hardship, but You will restore me to even greater honor.” The suf-
fering is a setup. God allows the diffi culty, not to make you miser-
able but to restore you to greater honor. He never brings you out 
the same. He makes the enemy pay for bringing the trouble. 

 When you’re in tough times, you need to remind yourself that 
it’s not how your story ends. The loneliness, the bad break, or the 
anxiety is not your destiny. Greater is  coming— greater joy, greater 
strength, greater relationships. The setback in your fi nances, the 
contract you lost, or the unfair childhood didn’t stop your pur-
pose. Greater opportunities are coming, greater favor is coming, 
greater infl uence is coming. The enemy brought the diffi culty to 
set you back, but he didn’t realize it’s setting you up for God to 
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show out in your life. He may have 
meant it for your harm, but God is 
turning it to your advantage. 

 When you’re in diffi culties, when 
life doesn’t seem fair, you’ll be tempted 
to get discouraged and lose your pas-
sion. Keep this phrase down in your 
spirit:  Your greater is coming.  God 

didn’t bring you this far to leave you. He wouldn’t allow the pain if 
it were going to keep you from your destiny. It’s just the opposite; 
it’s going to thrust you into your destiny. The apostle Paul says, 
“These light affl ictions are for a moment, but they are working in 
you an eternal weight of glory.” The trouble is temporary, but the 
glory is permanent. The key is to not stay focused on the suffering; 
stay focused on the glory that’s coming. It may be tough now. Life 
has dealt you an unfair hand, but that suffering is not in vain; it’s 
serving a purpose. It’s leading you to greater favor, greater anoint-
ing, greater victories. 

 I love David’s attitude. He says, “God, You have allowed me 
to suffer much hardship,” but he doesn’t stop there. He could have 
stayed focused on all of his bad breaks and said, “God, I don’t 
understand it. Why didn’t my father believe in me? Why did he 
leave me out in the shepherds’ fi elds when Samuel came to anoint 
the next king? Why is King Saul trying to kill me? I haven’t done 

anything wrong. Why are all these 
people slandering me, trying to ruin 
my reputation?” Instead, he says, 
“God, I’ve had a lot of bad breaks. 
I’ve suffered much, but I know this: 
You will restore me to greater honor.” 
He was thanking God for greater in 
the middle of the diffi culty. When 

  The enemy brought the 

diffi culty to set you back, 

but he didn’t realize it’s 

setting you up for God to 

show out in your life.  

When you’re in tough 

times, you can either 

talk about how big the 

problem is or talk about 

how big your God is.
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you’re in tough times, you can either talk about how big the prob-
lem is or talk about how big your God is. You can be complaining 
about the trouble or you can be thanking God that the trouble is 
only temporary. 

 If you’re going to see the greater, you have to do as David did. 
In the middle of the suffering, start declaring that greater is com-
ing. If the medical report doesn’t look good, while you’re taking 
the treatment you have to say, “Father, thank You that greater 
health is coming. Thank You that the number of my days You 
will fulfi ll. Thank You that I will run and not be weary.” When 
you’re fi ghting depression, anxiety, or fear, don’t sit around think-
ing about how you’re never going to get better. In the middle of 
the battle, you have to say, “Lord, thank You that greater joy is 
coming. Thank You that You’re pushing back the forces of dark-
ness.” When it seems as though you’re stuck in your career and 
your dream looks impossible, say, “Father, thank You that greater 
favor is coming. Thank You that You’re opening doors that no 
man can shut, that You’re taking me where I can’t go on my 
own.” Your attitude in the suffering is what’s going to determine 
whether you come out with greater or whether you get stuck where 
you are. 

  Going Through Is the Way to Your Greater 

 T he apostle Peter says, “After you have suffered a little while . . .” 
I’m not saying that if you have faith, you’ll never have any suffer-
ing, never have things that aren’t fair, never have situations that 
aren’t turning around. But keep the right perspective. The suffer-
ing is not permanent. You may suffer for “a little while”— not for 
your whole life, not for the next twenty years. Don’t believe the 
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lie that what you’re going through is 
never going to change. Don’t believe 
the lie that you’ll always struggle 
with the addiction, that you’ll always 
have to deal with a sickness, or that 
you’ll always have that trouble at 
work. The suffering is not going to 

last. It didn’t come to stay; it came to pass. What God started in 
your life, He’s going to fi nish. 

 But here’s the key: To see the greater, you have to go through 
the suffering. I wish I could tell you that greater comes by just 
being positive, just having faith, just honoring God. There are lev-
els you can only reach by going through some diffi culties. Don’t get 
stuck in the suffering. Don’t get bitter because somebody walked 
out on you. Don’t settle in the depression, thinking that’s your lot 
in life. Don’t let the setback in your fi nances convince you that 
you’ll always struggle. Keep an attitude of faith and go through it. 
Keep believing when every thought is telling you it’s never going 
to change. Keep talking like it’s going to happen when nothing 
is improving. Keep declaring God’s promises when it seems as 
though it’s not doing any good. That suffering is a test. It’s an 
opportunity to show God that you’re not going to get discouraged, 
give up on your dreams, and lose your passion. 

 Peter goes on to say, “After you have suffered a little while, the 
God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, 
will Himself restore you, strengthen you, and establish you.” God 
has already called you to live a victorious life. He’s already called 
you to overcome every obstacle. You’ve been handpicked by the 
Creator of the universe. The God who spoke worlds into exis-
tence chose you before you could choose Him. The forces trying 
to stop you are no match for the God who has already called you. 
Now do as David did and go through the suffering with faith, 

  Don’t believe the lie 

that what you’re going 

through is never going to 

change.  
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knowing that your greater is com-
ing. If you keep the right attitude, 
God Himself is going to restore you. 
That means that He’s not going to 
send the angels, He’s not going to 
ask Gabriel to do it, but the Most 
High God is going to suddenly turn 
things around. He’s going to suddenly heal, suddenly deliver, sud-
denly promote. When it’s your time, you’re not going to come out 
the same; you’re going to come out better. 

 You may have already passed this test. You’ve been doing the 
right thing, suffering with a smile, praising through the pain, 
worshipping instead of worrying, being good to people who 
aren’t good to you. Get ready. Greater is coming. God is about 
to do a new thing. Problems that look permanent are about to 
turn around. Dreams you thought were too far gone are about 
to suddenly come to pass. The right people, divine connections, 
are about to show up. Greater infl uence is coming, greater favor 
is coming, greater honor is coming. The enemy thinks he is pull-
ing you back to keep you there. He doesn’t realize that like a bow 
and arrow, the more he pulls you back, the farther God is about 
to shoot you. The enemy thinks he is hindering you, but the truth 
is that he is helping you. The suffering is a setup. God allowed it 
so He can launch you to a new level of your destiny. Don’t get dis-
couraged by what you’re going through. You couldn’t become who 
you were created to be without the disappointments, without the 
bad breaks, without the struggle. I know it’s uncomfortable, and 
I know you don’t like it, but keep reminding yourself that greater 
is coming.  

  When it’s your time, 

you’re not going to come 

out the same; you’re going 

to come out better.  
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 Everything Is Coming Back 

 I n 1 Samuel 30, when David and his six hundred men were return-
ing from a mission in Philistine territory, in the distance they saw 
smoke billowing in the sky. It looked as though it was coming from 
their city of Ziklag. I can imagine that they started walking faster, 
wondering what was going on. When they arrived home, their 
worst fears came to pass. The Amalekites had raided their city, 
burned their houses, taken their wives and children captive as well 
as all their possessions. Here David was out doing the right thing 

and the wrong thing happened. It 
didn’t seem fair. But just because 
you have trouble doesn’t mean you’re 
doing something wrong. Sometimes, 
because you’re doing the right thing, 
you’re facing diffi culties. There are 
forces trying to keep you from your 
destiny. When you understand this 
principle that every setback is a setup 
for God to take you further, the suf-
fering is putting you in position for 

greater honor. Then you won’t fall apart when you face bad breaks. 
You won’t get bitter because you have an unexpected challenge. 
You’ll stay in faith, knowing that the enemy wouldn’t be trying to 
stop you if he didn’t know something amazing was in your future. 

 David and his men were so discouraged that they wept until 
they could not weep anymore. If that wasn’t bad enough, David’s 
men were so upset about losing their wives and children that they 
began to talk about stoning him. David could have sat around 
depressed, in self- pity, but the Scripture says, “David began to 
encourage himself in the Lord his God.” Maybe that’s when he 

  When you understand 

this principle that every 

setback is a setup for God 

to take you further, the 

suffering is putting you 

in position for greater 

honor.  
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wrote, “I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise will continu-
ally be in my mouth.” Maybe he wrote, “When I go through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with 
me.” Maybe in those ashes he wrote, “Surely goodness and mercy 
will follow me all the days of my life.” Instead of complaining, he 
started thanking God that He was still on the throne. 

 Sometimes you can’t fi nd anyone else to encourage you. Your 
friends are busy, your pastor is out of town, your phone is dead, 
and you can’t fi nd me on television. That’s God letting you know 
that you have to encourage yourself. You have to dig down deep 
and say, “I am not going to let this bad break, this disappointment, 
or this injustice steal my joy and sour my life. Lord, thank You 
that You are bigger than this sickness, greater than this opposition, 
more powerful than the people who are trying to stop me. I know 
that Your being for me is more than the world being against me.” 
You have to stir up your faith, stir up your praise. Start speaking 
victory over your life. Start thanking God that He’s fi ghting your 
battles, that this too shall pass, that greater is coming. 

 David prayed and asked if he should go after the enemy. God 
answered, “Yes, pursue them. You will surely recover everything 
that was taken from you.” You may be in a diffi cult time when 
you’ve lost some things— lost your dream, lost your joy, lost your 
health. God is saying, “If you get your fi re back and start mov-
ing forward, you will surely recover 
everything you lost.” The enemy may 
be laughing now, but you’re going 
to have the last laugh. God has the 
fi nal say. He saw the injustice. He 
saw who did you wrong, what didn’t 
work out, what was taken from you. 
He’s saying, “Get ready. Everything is coming back. You’re getting 
back your health, your children, your fi nances, your dreams, your 

  The enemy may be 

laughing now, but you’re 

going to have the last 

laugh.  
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joy, your peace.” It’s not maybe, not there’s a good chance, but 
surely you will recover everything.  Surely  means without a doubt, 
that you can count on it. God used the word  surely  not for Him-
self, but for us. He is saying, “Be confi dent. It’s all coming back.” 

 Your Reward Is Coming 

 D avid and his men left the city and headed out in pursuit. They 
were not certain where the Amalekites had gone, but they found an 
Amalekite slave in a fi eld who had gotten sick three days previous 

and been left behind to die. David 
gave him food and water and prom-
ised that if he would lead them to 
the Amalekites, David would spare 
his life. This young man took them 
right to the enemy’s camp. When 
you get your passion back and go 
after what belongs to you, God will 

have the right people in your path to help you. He’ll bring divine 
connections, people who will use their infl uence and expertise to 
take you where you couldn’t go on your own. 

 When David and his men showed up, the Amalekites were 
having a big party, celebrating their victory, eating, drinking, 
dancing. I’ve learned that sometimes the enemy celebrates too 
soon. He doesn’t realize that you’re down but you’re not out. You 
had a setback, but really it’s setting you up. The enemy thought 
the disappointment would cause you to be sour, to give up on your 
dreams. He thought the bad break would cause you to stay sitting 
in the ashes, discouraged and bitter. He didn’t know you would 
encourage yourself in the Lord. He didn’t know that when you 
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got knocked down, you would get back up again. He didn’t know 
that instead of complaining, you would start praising. He may be 
celebrating now, but don’t worry. Your time is coming. Right now 
God is arranging things in your favor. He’s lining up the right 
people. He’s pushing back forces of darkness. Things are happen-
ing that you can’t see. If you keep moving forward in faith, you’re 
going to come into promotion, healing, breakthroughs— things 
that you couldn’t make happen on your own. 

 David and his men attacked the Amalekites and wiped them 
out. Not a single Amalekite was left in the camp. The Scripture 
says, “David got everything back that the Amalekites had taken. 
They rescued their wives and children. Nothing was missing: 
young or old, boy or girl, plunder or anything else they had taken. 
David brought everything back.” You may have lost some things. 
Perhaps your loved one didn’t make it, and it feels as though a part 
of you was taken with them, and you have lost the joy you had. 
Maybe you’ve struggled with an addiction for so long that you’ve 
lost the desire to be free. Perhaps you’ve accepted that it’s too late 
now and your child is never going to get back on course. God 
is going to do for you what He did 
for David. One day you’re going to 
say, “Nothing is missing. I got my 
joy back. I got my health back. I got 
my dreams back. I got my freedom 
back. I got my child back.” God is not going to bring you out par-
tially, where you get most of what you lost. God doesn’t do things 
halfway. Nothing is going to be missing. 

 It was a great victory that David got everything back. But God 
doesn’t bring you out the same. When you go through suffering, 
your greater is coming. The Scripture says, “David’s men rounded 
up all the Amalekites’ fl ocks and herds and took all their posses-
sions. These belonged to them as their reward.” There is a reward 

  Nothing is going to be 

missing.  
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for going through diffi culties with a 
good attitude. We would be grate-
ful if God just brought us back to 
where we were. But when you go 
through challenges in faith with 
your head held high, knowing that 

God is fi ghting your battles, then a reward is coming. You’re not 
just going to come out, you’re going to come out better. 

  The Suffering Is a Setup 

 B ack in the 1950s, my father had been pastoring a very successful, 
growing church for many years. They had just built a beautiful 
new sanctuary. He was on the state board for his denomination, 
and his future looked bright. At that time, my sister Lisa was born 
with something like cerebral palsy. After the doctors told my par-
ents that she would probably never be able to walk or feed her-

self, my father went to a downtown 
hotel for a week by himself to study 
the Scripture in a new way. He had 
been taught in seminary that God 
healed people in biblical times but 
that period of divine healing had 
passed away. He read the Scripture 
that says, “Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday, today, and forever.” He realized that there never was a 
day of miracles, but there is a God of miracles. And He’s still alive. 

 My father went back to his church with this new message 
of faith and victory and healing. He thought everyone would 
be excited, but it was just the opposite. This message didn’t fi t 
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their tradition. There was so much opposition that he ended up 
feeling he had to leave the church. He was very discouraged. He 
had poured his heart and soul into those people. My mother was 
twenty- six years old at the time, and she had lifelong friends who 
never spoke to her again. 

 Instead of sitting around frustrated and bitter over what didn’t 
work out, my parents went out and started Lakewood. They found 
an old feedstore that had holes in the fl oor and cracks in the walls. 
They cleaned it out, and ninety people showed up for church. My 
father went from a big prestigious church with a beautiful new 
auditorium to a run- down little wood building with a fraction of 
the people. Year after year my father kept being his best, pouring 
into those ninety people, not listening to the critics. The opposi-
tion said that Lakewood would never last, that he was wasting 
his time. But when you suffer much, God gives you a promise 
that greater honor is coming— greater favor, greater opportunity, 
greater infl uence. Against all odds, my sister Lisa slowly got better 
and better. Today she’s perfectly healthy. And in 1972, Lakewood 
started to grow, with people coming from all over Houston. It kept 
growing and growing, and here we are over sixty years later, still 
going strong. 

 We all have unfair things happen. People come against us. 
There are betrayals, and there are sicknesses. It’s tempting to get 
discouraged and say, “God, why did this happen? Why did these 
people push me out? Why was my daughter born with an ill-
ness?” There are some things that we’re not going to understand. 
Don’t spend your life trying to answer all the whys of life. That’s 
going to frustrate you. God knows how to work all things for your 
good. He says that He will pay you back double for the unfair 
things that have happened. The key is to go through that suffering 
with a good attitude, knowing that God has promised you that 
your greater is coming. It may not happen overnight, but God 
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is faithful. He sees you doing the 
right thing when the wrong thing 
has happened, taking the high road, 
overlooking the offense. He sees you 
being your best at work when people 
aren’t giving you the credit. He sees 

you standing against the illness, staying in faith when you could 
be complaining. 

 Your time is coming. That suffering is a setup. As with my 
father, you’re going to see the hand of God take you where you 
can’t go on your own. Don’t worry about the people who have 
tried to push you down. God is preparing a table for you in the 
presence of your enemies. They’re going to see you promoted, hon-
ored, in a position of infl uence. It doesn’t go unnoticed when you 
fi ght through health issues with a good attitude, still thanking 
God, still being good to others. You’ve gone through the suffering, 
now get ready for the greater— greater health, greater freedom, 
greater breakthroughs, greater victories.  

  Greater Honor Is Coming 

 I n Genesis 29 is the story of two sisters, Rachel and Leah. When 
a young man named Jacob saw Rachel, he fell head over heels for 
her. It was love at fi rst sight. The Scripture says, “Rachel was beau-
tiful in every way, with a lovely face and a shapely fi gure.” When 
God says you’re fi ne, you know you’re fi ne. Rachel had it going on. 
Jacob asked her father, Laban, if he could marry her. Laban said 
he could if he worked seven years for him. Jacob worked faithfully 
for those seven years, but Laban didn’t keep his word. He tricked 
Jacob. At the weddings back then, the brides wore very thick veils, 

  Don’t spend your life 

trying to answer all the 

whys of life.  
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so you couldn’t see who was behind the veil. Jacob assumed the 
bride was Rachel, but it was Leah. The Scripture says, “Leah had 
weak eyes and was dull looking.” I don’t know what weak eyes 
mean, but I know what dull looking is. I have a brother named 
Paul. 

 Laban made sure Jacob had too much to drink at the wedding. 
The next morning when Jacob woke up, he saw weak eyes staring 
back at him and nearly passed out. He went and found Laban and 
said, “What in the world are you doing? You know our agreement 
was for Rachel.” Laban responded, “Yes, but our tradition says the 
oldest daughter must be married fi rst. Work for me another seven 
years and you can have Rachel.” Jacob was so dumb— I mean  so 
in love — that he worked another seven years and fi nally married 
Rachel, too. But the whole time, Jacob never really loved Leah. All 
of his attention was focused on Rachel. But Rachel was unable to 
have children and remained barren. Meanwhile, Leah gave him 
son after son, hoping this would win his affection, but it didn’t 
change anything. Years later, Rachel fi nally gave birth to two sons, 
Joseph and Benjamin. 

 All those years, Leah lived in a loveless marriage, feeling 
unwanted, not chosen, marginalized. I’m sure she was tempted to 
have low self- esteem, to not feel good about who she was. But God 
sees when you’re not being treated right. He sees when you’re being 
overlooked, pushed down, and discounted. Leah could have been 
depressed and gotten bitter, but she just kept suffering in silence, 
doing the right thing with a good attitude, not complaining. When 
it came time for God to choose a family line to bring Jesus through, 
He didn’t choose one of Rachel’s sons, even though she was the 
favorite wife. He didn’t choose Joseph, whom we read so much 
about in the book of Genesis. He didn’t choose Benjamin. He chose 
Leah’s son Judah. Jesus came through the tribe of Judah. All of 
Leah’s sons became founders of six of the twelve tribes of Israel. 
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 What’s the point? Even when people dishonor you, don’t get 
discouraged. God knows how to honor you. He knows how to 
cause you to shine. People don’t have the fi nal say. They may try to 
discount you and make you feel less- than. Keep your head high. 
You’re not who people say you are. You are who God says you are. 

He calls you a masterpiece. He says 
you are fearfully and wonderfully 
made. You have royal blood fl owing 
through your veins. He’s crowned 
you with favor. You may have to 
suffer in silence at times and do the 

right thing when it’s not fair. You may have to work hard when 
you’re not getting credit and be good to people who aren’t good 
to you. God is keeping the records. When you go through much 
suffering, He promises that greater honor is coming. Greater favor. 
Greater infl uence. Those who discount you now will look up to 
you one day. People who won’t give you the time of day will strive 
for your attention one day. God knows how to pay you back. He 
knows how to make your wrongs right. 

 When you’re in tough times, keep this phrase playing in your 
spirit:  Greater is coming.  The diffi culty is not there to defeat you; 
it’s there to promote you. You may have lost some things in the 
past, and you’ve accepted that it’s never going to happen. This is 
a new day. Things are shifting in your favor. God is saying to you 
what He said to David: “You’re going to get everything back. Your 
joy is coming back, your health is coming back, your children, 
your dreams, opportunities, freedom. I believe and declare that 
nothing will be missing, large or small.   

  You’re not who people 

say you are. You are who 

God says you are.  

 CH A PT ER T WO 

 It’s Just a Matter of Time 

 T here are times in all our lives when we have things we’re believing 
will change. We might be fi ghting an illness, struggling with an 
addiction, or dealing with fear, anxiety, or depression. We know that 
God has promised that He would restore our health, that our chil-
dren would serve the Lord, that we would be free from the fear. We 
prayed, we believed, but we don’t see anything improving. But what 
you can’t see is that the moment you prayed, the source of what was 
coming against you was cut off in the unseen realm— the source of 
the fear, the source of the addiction, the source of the sickness. You 
may not see any manifestation for some time. There may not be 
any evidence that anything has changed. This is when many people 
get discouraged. There will always be a time period when it looks 
as though God didn’t do what He promised. The fear still comes, 
the medical report hasn’t improved, 
or the addiction is just the same. But 
what’s feeding those things has been 
cut off. It just looks as though they’re 
still alive. The truth is that the fear 
is dead, the addiction is dead, the 
trouble at work is dead. Don’t get 

  There will always be a 

time period when it looks 

as though God didn’t do 

what He promised.  

YourGreaterIsC_TPtextF1.indd  14� 1/17/24  10:31:10 PM



14 Your Greater Is Coming

 What’s the point? Even when people dishonor you, don’t get 
discouraged. God knows how to honor you. He knows how to 
cause you to shine. People don’t have the fi nal say. They may try to 
discount you and make you feel less- than. Keep your head high. 
You’re not who people say you are. You are who God says you are. 

He calls you a masterpiece. He says 
you are fearfully and wonderfully 
made. You have royal blood fl owing 
through your veins. He’s crowned 
you with favor. You may have to 
suffer in silence at times and do the 

right thing when it’s not fair. You may have to work hard when 
you’re not getting credit and be good to people who aren’t good 
to you. God is keeping the records. When you go through much 
suffering, He promises that greater honor is coming. Greater favor. 
Greater infl uence. Those who discount you now will look up to 
you one day. People who won’t give you the time of day will strive 
for your attention one day. God knows how to pay you back. He 
knows how to make your wrongs right. 

 When you’re in tough times, keep this phrase playing in your 
spirit:  Greater is coming.  The diffi culty is not there to defeat you; 
it’s there to promote you. You may have lost some things in the 
past, and you’ve accepted that it’s never going to happen. This is 
a new day. Things are shifting in your favor. God is saying to you 
what He said to David: “You’re going to get everything back. Your 
joy is coming back, your health is coming back, your children, 
your dreams, opportunities, freedom. I believe and declare that 
nothing will be missing, large or small.   

  You’re not who people 

say you are. You are who 

God says you are.  

 CH A PT ER T WO 

 It’s Just a Matter of Time 

 T here are times in all our lives when we have things we’re believing 
will change. We might be fi ghting an illness, struggling with an 
addiction, or dealing with fear, anxiety, or depression. We know that 
God has promised that He would restore our health, that our chil-
dren would serve the Lord, that we would be free from the fear. We 
prayed, we believed, but we don’t see anything improving. But what 
you can’t see is that the moment you prayed, the source of what was 
coming against you was cut off in the unseen realm— the source of 
the fear, the source of the addiction, the source of the sickness. You 
may not see any manifestation for some time. There may not be 
any evidence that anything has changed. This is when many people 
get discouraged. There will always be a time period when it looks 
as though God didn’t do what He promised. The fear still comes, 
the medical report hasn’t improved, 
or the addiction is just the same. But 
what’s feeding those things has been 
cut off. It just looks as though they’re 
still alive. The truth is that the fear 
is dead, the addiction is dead, the 
trouble at work is dead. Don’t get 

  There will always be a 

time period when it looks 

as though God didn’t do 

what He promised.  

YourGreaterIsC_TPtextF1.indd  15� 1/17/24  10:31:10 PM



16 Your Greater Is Coming

discouraged because you don’t see anything happening. It’s just a 
matter of time. What God promised you is on the way. 

  The Roots Are Dead 

 O ne time when Jesus was leaving the village of Bethany, He saw 
a fi g tree off in the distance. He was hungry and walked over to 
get some of its fi gs to eat. But the tree didn’t have any fi gs. He said 
to the tree, “May no person ever eat fruit from you again.” He 
cursed the tree. But after He said it, nothing on the outside of the 
tree looked any different. It was just as healthy and full as before. 
I can hear the disciples whisper, “It didn’t work this time. What 
happened? Did He lose His power?” They had seen Jesus speak 
to a blind man and heal his eyes. They had heard Him speak to 
the raging sea and calm the wind and the waters. But this time 
when He spoke, nothing changed. There was no evidence that 
what He’d said had happened. 

 But the next morning as they were passing by the tree, the 
Scripture says, “The disciples saw that it had withered from 
the roots.” When Jesus spoke to the tree, nothing happened on 

the outside, but inside, down in the 
roots, the source was cut off. When 
the roots are dead, the tree is dead. It 
may still look alive, it may still have 
green leaves and wide branches, it 
may look healthy and strong, but it’s 
just a matter of time before the out-
side catches up with the inside. 

 It may look as though the sickness you’re dealing with is still 

  When Jesus spoke to the 

tree, nothing happened 

on the outside, but inside, 

down in the roots, the 

source was cut off.  
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alive, or the anxiety seems as bad as ever, or the addiction is just 
as strong. You’ve been praying and believing, wondering why God 
won’t do something. God has done something. The moment you 
prayed, He cut off the source. That addiction looks alive, but if 
you could see the roots, you would realize it’s dead. It’s just a mat-
ter of time before the outside catches up. The sickness seems per-
manent. You feel as though you’ll never get well. No, have a new 
perspective. The roots have been cut off. The sickness is dead. The 
depression is dead. The poverty is dead. Don’t get discouraged 
because there are still leaves on the tree and nothing looks any dif-
ferent. Psalm 75 says, “The strength of the wicked is being cut off, 
and the power of the godly is being increased.” You need to know 
that the power of everything that is trying to stop you is being cut 
off. It may be hindering you now, but it’s only temporary. It’s not 
going to last. It’s lost its source. Every day it’s withering; every day 
it’s getting weaker. On the outside it may look the same, but inside 
it’s drying up. 

 When Jesus spoke to the fi g tree, there was no sign that any-
thing had happened. There was no evidence that anything had 
changed. Maybe you’re believing for something and you don’t 
see any sign of things improving. You’re speaking faith over your 
health, but the medical report is not getting better. You’re pray-
ing for your child, but he or she is 
not getting back on course. If you 
just had some evidence, if you just 
had a little sign, then you would 
believe. But this is what faith is all 
about. You can’t be moved by what 
you don’t see; you have to be moved 
by what you know. “Father, thank You that the moment I prayed, 
You cut off the roots. I know that this sickness is not permanent. 

  You can’t be moved by 

what you don’t see; you 

have to be moved by what 

you know.  
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Healing is coming. I know that this addiction is not how my story 
ends. Freedom is coming. I know that this depression doesn’t have 
the fi nal say. Lord, thank You that it’s withering and dying.” 

 Some of the things you’re worrying about, God has already 
done it. You haven’t seen it, but in the unseen realm things have 
changed. The anxiety that you’ve been praying about, asking 
God to take away, it’s already dead. The trouble at work, God has 
already cut off the source. Now do your part and stay in faith until 
it manifests. Keep thanking God, keep talking like you’re free, 
keep thinking like you’re healthy, keep acting like you’re victorious.  

 Believe First 

 I  talked to a man who had struggled with an addiction for many 
years. He said, “Joel, I asked God to help me, but nothing hap-
pened.” He didn’t see anything changing on the outside. It wasn’t 
getting any easier, so he assumed that God wasn’t doing anything. 
He lived with the mind- set that says, “I’m addicted. I can’t get free. 
It’s too strong.” He was waiting to see the manifestation before he 
believed that God was working. But faith says you have to believe 
that when you prayed, God put the miracle in motion. You can’t 
wait for the evidence and then you’ll start believing. You have to 
believe fi rst. You may not see any sign of it, but you have to know 
that deep down the source of that addiction has been cut off. 
When you know that the roots have been cursed, you’ll have a dif-
ferent mind- set. Instead of thinking,  Maybe it will happen one day , 
you’ll know it’s just a matter of time. God has already spoken. He’s 
already cut off the roots. Now all you have to do is walk it out. 

 I told that man what I’m telling you: “You may not see any-
thing happening, but the moment you prayed God did something.” 

It’s Just a Matter of Time 19

Instead of thinking,  One day I’ ll be free , try a new approach and say, 
“Father, thank You that I am free. Thank You that this addiction 
is dead. Thank You that it doesn’t 
control me, that You’ve already put 
an end to it.” He started living with 
the attitude that it was already cut 
off. He kept thanking God that He 
was free, talking like he was free. 
When I saw him six months later, he said that after twenty- two 
years of being addicted, he was totally free. Are you waiting for 
the evidence to believe what God said about you? Are you talk-
ing yourself out of it because you don’t see any sign? If you get in 
agreement with God, you’ll see what He’s done inside show up 
on the outside. The source of what’s trying to stop you has been 
cut off. 

 “Well, Joel, it seems as though it’s still alive. It’s seems as 
though it’s stronger than ever.” Don’t be fooled by the outside. In 
our backyard we have some beautiful rose bushes. One day Victo-
ria cut off one of the roses and brought it inside. The moment she 
cut it off, it was dead. It was separated from its source of life. But 
what’s interesting is that it didn’t look dead. It didn’t look any dif-
ferent than all the other roses that were still on the bush. It was still 
beautiful, still colorful, still smelled great. She brought it inside 
and put it in a vase by the kitchen sink. For a couple of weeks it 
looked beautiful and healthy. But the whole time it was dead. It 
was just a matter of time before it withered. 

 You may have things in your life like that rose. The moment 
you prayed about the addiction, the depression, or the fear, it died. 
The sickness has been cut off. But it looks just the same. You don’t 
feel any different. You don’t see anything changing. That’s okay. 
That doesn’t mean it’s still alive. That doesn’t mean your prayer 
didn’t work. At some point, like the rose in the vase, it’s going 

  Are you waiting for the 

evidence to believe what 

God said about you?  
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to begin to wither. You’re going to 
see what God promised you come 
to pass. The Scripture says, “Don’t 
faint in your mind.” The fi rst place 
we lose the battle is in our thinking. 

Thoughts will tell you,  Nothing happened when you prayed. You’ ll 
never get well. You’ ll never break the addiction. You’ve struggled for 
years.  Don’t believe those lies. The roots have been cut off. It’s just 
a matter of time before you see things change in your favor. What’s 
trying to stop you is temporary. 

 We have some friends who send us a box of a dozen rose 
buds every Easter. They have long stems with a rose bud on the 
top. What’s interesting is that even though the rose is dead, even 
though it’s been cut off from the bush, when you put the stem in 
water, the rose will bloom. It’s dead, but it will still blossom. It has 
no life, but it will still get bigger, expand, increase. There are times 
when, even though God has cut off something in your life, it will 
get bigger. Even though He’s cut off the sickness, it will increase. 
Even though He’s cut off the trouble, it will blossom. You’ll be 
tempted to think,  There’s no way this sickness is dead. It’s getting 

worse. There’s no way this anxiety is 
dead. It’s increasing, not decreasing.  
No, stay encouraged. It may bloom, 
it may blossom, but it’s still dead. It’s 
just a matter of time before it with-
ers. All through the day you have 
to say, “Father, thank You that the 

source of this trouble has been cut off. Thank You that You cursed 
the roots of this fear. You spoke to the addiction. You commanded 
the sickness to wither and die. So, Lord, I am staying in agreement 
with You. I know it’s just a matter of time before things change in 
my favor.” 

  The fi rst place we lose 

the battle is in our 

thinking.  

  There are times when, 

even though God has cut 

off something in your 

life, it will get bigger.  
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 Don’t Be Surprised by Opposition 

 W hen we were searching for property for a new sanctuary and went 
to try to acquire the Compaq Center, we had a lot of opposition. 
After a couple of years, we fi nally got enough council members to be 
for us, and we won the vote. We were so excited. We knew God gave 
us the victory. But three days later, a big real estate company fi led a 
federal lawsuit to try to keep us from moving in. This company was 
the largest taxpayer in Texas. I had thought the opposition was over, 
but it was just beginning. Now we had this giant coming against us. 
They had more resources, more infl uence, and more experience. I 
was tempted to get worried and think,  God, what are we going to do? 
We don’t have a chance.  But I had to do what I’m asking you to do. I 
said, “God, I believe the strength of those coming against us has been 
cut off. They’re bigger, they’re stronger, but I know that Your being 
for us is more than the world being against us.” 

 Like the rose bud that blooms even though it’s dead, don’t 
be surprised if you have opposition that blossoms, adversity that 
blooms, and giants that try to stop you. They look like they have 
the upper hand. Stay in peace. Their source has been cut off. What 
you’re up against is only temporary. It’s just a matter of time before 
you see the hand of God. When all the odds were against us, it 
looked as though the Compaq Center could be tied up in the 
courts for years. We were told the 
other side would never back down. 
But out of the blue one day they 
called and said they wanted to meet. 
We met with them, and they agreed 
to not only let us have the building 
but to lease us nine thousand covered parking spaces. That two- 
year legal battle suddenly came to an end. 

  It’s just a matter of time 

before you see the hand 

of God.  
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 You may have things you thought were dead— the addiction, 
the anxiety, the trouble at work, the legal situation— but now 
they’re blossoming, they’re getting bigger. You think,  My prayer 
must not have worked.  No, the roots have been cut off. There may 
be blooming, but the source is gone. What you’re dealing with is 
only temporary. It can’t last without the source. That rose bloom 
looks so beautiful for a couple of weeks. It seems so alive and looks 
so permanent, but suddenly it withers. You’re about to see some 
of these “suddenlies.” Get ready. That thing you’ve been praying 
about, that you believe the roots have been cut off but it seems like 
it’s still alive, is about to wither. The addiction is about to suddenly 
go. The depression is about to suddenly stop. The opposition is 
about to suddenly be defeated. The sickness is about to suddenly 
change. It may be blossoming now, but that’s a sign it’s on the way 
out. That’s a sign that you’re close to your breakthrough. You’re 
close to a new level. You’re close to freedom like you’ve never seen. 

 Don’t be moved by what’s temporary. When you walk into 
someone’s house and see a beautiful bouquet of fl owers, they look 
so nice and smell so good. You never think that the fl owers are 
dead. In a few weeks, they’ll be thrown out. When negative things 
are blooming in your life, just like those fl owers, they may look 
vibrant and healthy like they’ll be there forever, but you need to 
remind yourself that they’re temporary. The sickness looks really 
impressive, but I know a secret: It’s not going to last. The trouble 
in your marriage seems so permanent, but this too shall pass. It 

may seem as though the child who is 
off course will miss his destiny. No, 
the source of that trouble has been 
cut off. It’s blooming now, but that 
doesn’t mean it’s not dead. There are 

things you have prayed about that God has already put an end to. 
The fear is dead. The sickness is dead. The addiction is dead. The 

  Don’t be moved by what’s 

temporary.  
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poverty is dead. It may take a little time to see it come to pass, but 
it’s on the way. Don’t get talked out of it. Don’t let what’s not hap-
pening discourage you. Keep believing, keep thanking God, and 
you’re going to see what God has spoken over your life. 

 Don’t Be Fooled by the Roar 

 I ’ve heard it said the enemy makes the most noise when he’s on 
the way out. Oftentimes when Jesus told the demons to come out 
of people, they would let out a loud scream, cause a lot of noise 
and commotion. Don’t panic when 
the enemy stirs up trouble, when 
things you thought were dead are 
blossoming— the sickness looks like 
it’s spreading, your children are act-
ing worse, your fi nances are getting 
tighter. That’s a sign that the enemy is on the way out. He makes 
the most commotion when he’s about to leave. 

 There was a lady who had a dream in which she was in her 
house and this very evil- looking person came in. She was watching 
from over the second fl oor banister as he started taking her posses-
sions and putting them in a large bag. In the dream she began to 
pray, saying, “In the name of Jesus I have authority over you. Leave 
my things alone.” The man mocked her and said, “I’m not afraid 
of you or your prayers.” He continued going through the house 
and taking more of her things. She said again, “You have to go.” 
He laughed and said, “I don’t have to leave. Your prayers don’t stop 
me. You don’t have any authority over me.” But she noticed that 
while he was saying this, he started putting her things back. He 
kept mocking her, laughing, causing a commotion, but at the same 

  The enemy makes the 

most noise when he’s on 

the way out.  
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the source of that trouble has been 
cut off. It’s blooming now, but that 
doesn’t mean it’s not dead. There are 

things you have prayed about that God has already put an end to. 
The fear is dead. The sickness is dead. The addiction is dead. The 
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poverty is dead. It may take a little time to see it come to pass, but 
it’s on the way. Don’t get talked out of it. Don’t let what’s not hap-
pening discourage you. Keep believing, keep thanking God, and 
you’re going to see what God has spoken over your life. 

 Don’t Be Fooled by the Roar 

 I ’ve heard it said the enemy makes the most noise when he’s on 
the way out. Oftentimes when Jesus told the demons to come out 
of people, they would let out a loud scream, cause a lot of noise 
and commotion. Don’t panic when 
the enemy stirs up trouble, when 
things you thought were dead are 
blossoming— the sickness looks like 
it’s spreading, your children are act-
ing worse, your fi nances are getting 
tighter. That’s a sign that the enemy is on the way out. He makes 
the most commotion when he’s about to leave. 

 There was a lady who had a dream in which she was in her 
house and this very evil- looking person came in. She was watching 
from over the second fl oor banister as he started taking her posses-
sions and putting them in a large bag. In the dream she began to 
pray, saying, “In the name of Jesus I have authority over you. Leave 
my things alone.” The man mocked her and said, “I’m not afraid 
of you or your prayers.” He continued going through the house 
and taking more of her things. She said again, “You have to go.” 
He laughed and said, “I don’t have to leave. Your prayers don’t stop 
me. You don’t have any authority over me.” But she noticed that 
while he was saying this, he started putting her things back. He 
kept mocking her, laughing, causing a commotion, but at the same 
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time he was returning everything he took. This went on until he 
had put everything back in its proper place. Then he ran out of the 
house, and she could hear him down the street, still saying, “I’m 
not afraid of you. You have no authority over me.” 

 The Scripture says, “The enemy goes about like a roaring 
lion.” He’s not a lion, but he’ll make a lot of noise like one. He’ll 
talk a lot of trash, but his roar doesn’t match his bite. Sometimes 
when we pray, it doesn’t seem as though anything is happening. 
It’s as though the enemy is laughing at us, mocking us, saying, 
“You’re not free from this addiction. You’ll never get well. Your 
kids will never get back on track.” You have to just stay in faith, 

keep praying, keep believing. All the 
time when the enemy’s making such 
a commotion, stirring up trouble, 
what he won’t tell you is that he’s 
putting everything back. He may 
laugh, but he’s putting your chil-
dren back, he’s putting your freedom 
back, he’s putting your fi nances back, 
and he’s putting your health back. 

Don’t panic when things get worse, when what you thought was 
dead looks as though it came back to life. God is still on the throne. 
He has the fi nal say. 

  Believe It When You Pray 

 J esus says in Mark 11, “Whatever you desire when you pray, believe 
that you receive it, and you will have it.” He doesn’t say to believe 
that you receive it when you see it. He doesn’t say to believe when 
your health turns around or when the breakthrough comes. The 
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key is that you have to believe it happened when you pray. You 
have to believe it when nothing looks any different. It’s when the 
medical report hasn’t improved. It’s when your fi nances haven’t 
turned around. It’s when the fi g tree looks the same. There’s no 
evidence, but you believe when you prayed that your healing came. 
You believe when you prayed that your fi nances turned around. 
You have to receive it in your spirit before it’s going to happen in 
the natural. You have to be healed in your spirit before you’ll see 
healing in your body. You have to be prosperous in your spirit 
before you’ll be prosperous in the natural. 

 Too often we believe that we’re 
going to receive it, but we say, “One 
day I’m going to get well. One day 
my children are going to do right. 
One day I’m going to break this 
addiction.” That’s going to limit 
us. The prayer of faith says, “When 
I pray according to God’s Word, I 
believe it happens right when I pray. 
I have it in my spirit.” If you don’t receive it in your spirit fi rst, you 
won’t see it in the natural. 

 When my mother was diagnosed with terminal cancer in 1981, 
she and my father prayed for healing on December 11. On that day 
my mother believed she received her healing. She had just been 
told by the doctors that she had a few weeks to live. Her skin was 
yellow and she weighed eighty- nine pounds. Nothing in the natu-
ral said she was healed. But on that day, she not only prayed but 
she believed that she received healing. For months nothing looked 
any different, and she didn’t feel any better. It looked as though 
the cancer was winning, but she kept saying, “Father, thank You 
that when we prayed on December 11, I received my healing. I 
believe that day the tide of the battle turned in my health.” She 
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kept thanking God, kept calling herself well, and kept declaring 
healing Scriptures over her life. “I will live and not die. With long 
life God satisfi es me.” She started getting better and better. Even-
tually, she was completely well. The healing she received in her 
spirit when she wasn’t well eventually showed up in her physical 
body. 

 When you believe that you receive when you pray, you don’t 
keep asking God to do it. You start thanking Him. If I’ve already 
received my healing, I don’t have to ask for healing again. I don’t 
have to keep begging God, “Please heal me.” Instead, start saying, 
“Father, thank You that I am healed. Thank You that I am blessed.” 
Maybe you’re believing for a scholarship. “Father, I’m asking You 
for this scholarship. I believe that I receive it right now. I believe 
it happened.” You receive it by faith. From now on, say, “Father, 
thank You for the scholarship.” You just keep thanking God, keep 
talking like it’s going to happen. You may not see anything chang-
ing. Every voice says it’s never going to work out. That’s when you 
have to dig down deep and say, “I am not going to give up on what 
God promised me. I’m not going to let negative thoughts talk me 
out of it. I’m not going to let what’s not happening discourage me. 
I know that what I received in my spirit is on the way.”  

 Don’t Lose Your Cows 

 T he writer of Hebrews says, “Hold fast the confession of your 
faith.” You have to hold fast to what God put in your heart. There 
are forces constantly trying to convince us that what God said is 
never going to happen. “It’s been too long. There’s no sign of it. 
It would have happened by now. Just accept that it’s not going to 
work out.” Don’t believe those lies. In the unseen realm, things 
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have already changed. The miracle is already in motion. The roots 
of what’s trying to stop you have already been cut off. It’s just a 
matter of time before the manifesta-
tion shows up. Now don’t get talked 
out of it. You may be tempted to let 
it go. You’re about to give up on your 
dream, your healing, your child, or 
your freedom. No, get a new grip 
on it. It’s closer than you think. You 
wouldn’t be reading this if it wasn’t 
about to happen. 

 When I was growing up, my father would hold a big conference 
at our church every Thanksgiving. It was one of the highlights of 
the year. He would bring in hundreds of missionaries we support 
from around the world. For one conference, he decided he wanted 
to feed everyone at Lakewood. Months before the conference, he 
prayed and asked God to give him two beef cows so he would 
have enough meat for all the people. He believed that he received 
it when he prayed, but week after week went by and there was no 
sign of any cows. He kept believing, telling the church the cows 
were on the way, but every thought said,  You’re wasting your time. 
Nobody has ever given you a cow. You better go down to  Chick- fi l-A 
and eat more chicken.  As the date got close, thoughts whispered, 
 You have the money. Just buy the cows. It’s not going to happen.  He 
fi nally got worn down, quit talking about the cows, and went out 
and bought the meat for the conference. 

 A couple of weeks later he had a dream one night in which he 
saw a huge snake out in a fi eld. He could see the distinct outline of 
two cows inside that snake. When he woke up, God said to him, 
“I just want you to know that you let the enemy have your two 
cows.” Those cows already belonged to my father. In the unseen 
world, they were on the way. But when we quit believing, we get 
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God said is never going 

to happen.  
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fi nally got worn down, quit talking about the cows, and went out 
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discouraged and say, “I’m never going to get well. The medical 
report looks just the same. I’ll never get out of debt. I’ll never meet 
the right person. Look at the fi g tree. It hasn’t changed.” My mes-
sage to you is to not lose your cows. What you received in your 
spirit is en route. It’s just a matter of time before it shows up. Hold 
fast your profession. Keep believing, keep thanking God, keep 
talking like it’s coming. 

 God is faithful. Don’t let the lack of evidence convince you that 
nothing is happening. In the unseen realm, things are changing in 
your favor. Forces that have stopped you in the past have been 
broken. The roots of the depression, the addiction, or the sickness 
have been cut off. It may look as though it’s alive and nothing has 

changed, but stay in faith. It’s just a 
matter of time and you’re going to 
see what God promised. The rea-
son it’s more diffi cult, the reason it 
feels as though it’s getting worse, is 
that the enemy is on his way out. I 

believe and declare that what you received in your spirit is about to 
show up in the natural. Get ready for promotion, healing, break-
throughs, freedom, the right people, and vindication. 

  Forces that have stopped 

you in the past have been 

broken.  

  CH A PT ER T HR EE 

 Your Wings Are Coming 

 W e all face situations that look as though they are permanent. In 
our career, it seems as though we’ve reached our limit. We have 
much bigger things in our spirit, and we know what God prom-
ised, but when we look at our bank account, it says we’re stuck. 
When we look at the medical report, or we look at the problem 
in a relationship, there’s no sign of it improving. But the Scripture 
says, “The things we see are temporary, but the things we can’t 
see are eternal.” Don’t get discouraged by what you see; it’s not 
permanent. One translation says, “The things we see now are here 
today, gone tomorrow.” That means they are subject to change. 
Your son may be off course, but he’s subject to change. Your health 
may not be good, but it’s subject to change. Your dream may seem 
impossible, but it’s subject to change. Thoughts will tell you,  You’ ll 
never get well. You’ ll never meet the right person.  Instead of being 
discouraged, turn it around and say, “Yes, it may look that way, 
but I know a secret: It’s subject to change.” You can’t be moved by 
what you see; you have to be moved by what you know. God is on 
the throne. He’s working behind the scenes. What He promised 
will come to pass. 
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