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Welcome to
The Spark Story Bible!

Imagine what it was like when the world was being created.
Count the stars in the sky with Abram and Sarai as they learn
about God’s astonishing promise. Be amazed with the shepherds
and angels when Jesus is born. Wonder about what it was like to
look into the empty tomb with the women on Easter morning.

Exploring The Spark Story Bible is the perfect way for
children and adults to get to know the Bible together from
beginning to end. Experience something new each time you read
a story, either through the words of the story, the creative art, or
the suggested activities and discussion questions.

Be sure to watch for Squiggles, the expressive caterpillar
whose response to each story will help spark
children’s engagement with the story.

Grow in faith together as you explore

and talk about God’s Word.
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Ten Men
Hecaled

Jesus was walking toward Jerusalem.
As he neared the village, two scared faces
popped up from behind the branches of a nearby tree.

Three more sad faces peeked out from behind a giant

rock. Jesus looked into the distance.

322

Five more frightened faces stared out from behind a
large leafy plant. Ten faces—each covered with red,
bumpy spots. Ten men—some missing their fingers and
toes—tried to warn Jesus.

“Stay away!” one shouted. “Leprosy!” yelled
another. “Keep your distance,” another warned.

Jesus knew the men were sick. He felt
sad for them. “Jesus!” one man shouted.

“Can you heal us?”
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“Go! Show yourselves to the priest,” Jesus said.
The men stood up and started walking into town.
Suddenly, they stopped.
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“Look! Our spots are gone!” one shouted. “Look!
Look!” another exclaimed. “My fingers are growing!
And my toes are back!”

Soon all the men were jumping up and down
with joy. The men ran toward Jerusalem. They would
show themselves to the priest. They were healed!

One man turned back to look at Jesus. He threw
himself face down on the dusty road. “Thank you, Jesus!
Praise God! Thank you!” he said so loudly that the birds

flew up in all directions. Jesus laughed to see the man

so happuy.

But where are the others? Weren’t there ten of
you?” Jesus asked. “Where are the other nine? Don’t
they want to praise God too?”

The man did not hear Jesus. He was too busy
counting his toes and fingers. Yes, ten of
each, just where they should be!

Jesus said, “Go, you are well!”

The man jumped up and scurried
after his friends. His voice filled the
morning. “Pra-a-a-ise God!” he
shouted as he ran as fast as his ten

toes could carry him.
One man stopped to thank Jesus.

What are you thankful for? Stop
right now and thank God for that gift.
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Zccchaeus

Many people lived in a town called Jericho. One
of them was a rich man named Zacchaeus. He had a
big house, a big yard, and lots of money! Zacchaeus
was rich because of his job. He collected taxes from the
people for the Roman leaders. However, Zacchaeus
always took extra money from the people and kept it for
himself! The people did not like Zacchaeus!

Zacchaeus saw a crowd of people gathering along
the side of the road and heard someone say,
“Jesus is coming!”

“Jesus?” thought Zacchaeus. “Who is Jesus?

He must be important. I want to see him too!”

326

Zacchaeus wanted
to see Jesus, but he had a
problem. Zacchaeus was

short, too short to see Jesus

from the back of the crowd.
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He needed to get in front of the taller people,
but he knew they didn’t like him. “They’ll
never let me in front,” he thought. Then,
Zacchaeus had an idea.
He found a tree next to the road where
Jesus would walk. The tree was just the right
size for Zacchaeus, so Zacchaeus climbed

the tree. Now he could see everything!

He could see the road, he could see the crowd, and he
could even see Jesus! Zacchaeus got excited. Step, step,
step. Jesus came closer and closer until he was right
under Zacchaeus’s tree. Suddenly, Jesus stopped!
He looked up and saw Zacchaeus sitting in the tree.
Uh-oh. Was Zacchaeus in trouble? Maybe Jesus
didn’t like Zacchaeus either!

Jesus started to talk to Zacchaeus.
“Zacchaeus, come down from that
tree. I want to have dinner at your
house today!”

“What?” thought Zacchaeus,
“Jesus wants to come to my
house?” Quickly, Zacchaeus

climbed down the tree.
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“This way, Jesus,” said Zacchaeus. “This is the
way to my house.”

The crowd grumbled. They were upset! Someone
yelled, “How could Jesus go to Zacchaeus’s house?”

“Zacchaeus is a bad man!” yelled another.

But Jesus didn’t hate Zacchaeus. He went to
Zacchaeus’s house. While they were eating dinner, Jesus
told Zacchaeus, “God wants everyone to be part of
God’s family and to care for others.”

Zacchaeus listened closely. Jesus cared for
Zacchaeus! Zacchaeus could care for others! He knew

just what to do.

Zacchaeus told Jesus, “I will give
back all of the extra money I took
from the people. I’ll even
give back more than I took!”
Zacchaeus met Jesus and
changed forever. He cared

about others!

Think of someone
you don'’t always
like. Say a prayer.
Ask Jesus to help
both of you be
more caring.
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