
G enesis is the first book of the Bible. It is also the first of the five books of the 
Law. Genesis actually means “beginning,” and it is filled with beginnings: 

the beginning of the universe, the earth, plant and animal life, and people, fami-
lies, and nations. Sadly, it is also the beginning of sin.

The first eleven chapters tell the story of creation and how sin came into the 
world. Adam and Eve were created by God in His own image. But they chose to 
disobey God, bringing sin, suffering, and even death into the world.

The rest of Genesis is often called the “patriarchal history.” It tells of how God 
chose Abraham and his descendants to be His people. Genesis also contains all 
the exciting stories of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. The book ends as the 
Israelites come to live in Egypt.

Who?
Genesis was written by Moses. Of course, Moses was not alive when the earth 
was created—his writing was inspired by God. That means God told Moses what 
to write.

When?
Moses, the writer of Genesis, lived during the 1400s BC. The events of Genesis 
begin with creation—the beginning of time itself—and end with the death of 
Joseph in 1805 BC. 

Why?
Genesis shows that God is the Lord and Creator of all things. He has perfect con-
trol over all of His creation. God can use even terrible things to bring about great 
good—just as He did when Joseph was sold into slavery.

The Big Picture
Genesis tells us where we came from (God) and how sin came into the world (dis-
obeying God). It also shows us the beginnings of God’s grace. Even before crea-
tion, God had a plan to save His people—first, through His promise to Abraham, 
and finally through Jesus, His Son. 

Stories from Genesis
»» The Creation	 Genesis 1:1–2:3
»» The Temptation and the Fall	 Genesis 3:1-7
»» God Warns Noah	 Genesis 6:9-22
»» The Tower of Babylon	 Genesis 11:1-9
»» Joseph’s Dreams	 Genesis 37:1-11
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God Created the World, Genesis 1:1-25
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The Creation

1  In  the be gin ning  God cre at ed  the heav ens 
 and  the  earth.

2  Now  the  earth  was form less  and emp ty, 
dark ness cov ered  the sur face  of  the wa tery 
 depths,  and  the Spir it  of  God  was hov er ing 
 over  the sur face  of  the wa ters. 3  Then  God  said, 
“ Let  there  be  light,”  and  there  was  light. 4  God 
 saw  that  the  light  was  good,  and  God sep a rat ed 
 the  light  from  the dark ness. 5  God  called  the 
 light “ day,”  and  the dark ness  he  called “ night.” 
 There  was  an eve ning,  and  there  was  a morn-
ing:  one  day.

6  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  an ex panse 
be tween  the wa ters, separating wa ter  from 
wa ter.” 7  So  God  made  the ex panse  and sep a-
rat ed  the wa ter un der  the ex panse  from  the 
wa ter  above  the ex panse.  And  it  was  so. 8  God 
 called  the ex panse “ sky.” Eve ning  came  and 
 then morn ing:  the sec ond  day.

9  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter un der  the 
 sky  be gath ered  into  one  place,  and  let  the 
 dry  land ap pear.”  And  it  was  so. 10  God  called 
 the  dry  land “ earth,”  and  the gath er ing  of  the 
wa ter  he  called “ seas.”  And  God  saw  that  it 
 was  good. 11  Then  God  said, “ Let  the  earth 
pro duce veg e ta tion: seed-bearing  plants  and 
 fruit  trees  on  the  earth bear ing  fruit  with 
 seed  in  it ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.”  And  it 
 was  so. 12  The  earth pro duced veg e ta tion: 
seed-bearing  plants ac cord ing  to  their  kinds 
 and  trees bear ing  fruit  with  seed  in  it ac-
cord ing  to  their  kinds.  And  God  saw  that  it 

 was  good. 13 Eve ning  came  and  then morn-
ing:  the  third  day.

14  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  lights  in  the 
ex panse  of  the  sky  to sep a rate  the  day  from  the 
 night.  They  will  serve  as  signs  for sea sons  and  for 
 days  and  years. 15  They  will  be  lights  in  the ex panse 
 of  the  sky  to pro vide  light  on  the  earth.”  And  it 
 was  so. 16  God  made  the  two  great  lights  —   the 
great er  light  to  rule  over  the  day  and  the less er 
 light  to  rule  over  the  night  —   as  well  as  the  stars. 
17  God  placed  them  in  the ex panse  of  the  sky  to 
pro vide  light  on  the  earth, 18  to  rule  the  day  and 
 the  night,  and  to sep a rate  light  from dark ness. 
 And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 19 Eve ning  came 
 and  then morn ing:  the  fourth  day.

20  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter  swarm  with 
liv ing crea tures,  and  let  birds  fl y  above  the 
 earth  across  the ex panse  of  the  sky.” 21  So  God 
cre at ed  the  large sea-creatures  and ev ery liv-
ing crea ture  that  moves  and  swarms  in  the 
wa ter, ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.  He  also cre-
at ed ev ery  winged crea ture ac cord ing  to  its 
 kind.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 22  God 
 blessed  them: “ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply,  and  fi ll 
 the wa ters  of  the  seas,  and  let  the  birds mul-
ti ply  on  the  earth.” 23 Eve ning  came  and  then 
morn ing:  the  fi fth  day.

24  Then  God  said, “ Let  the  earth pro duce liv-
ing crea tures ac cord ing  to  their  kinds: live-
stock, crea tures  that  crawl,  and  the wildlife 
 of  the  earth ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.”  And 
 it  was  so. 25  So  God  made  the wildlife  of  the 
 earth ac cord ing  to  their  kinds,  the live stock 
ac cord ing  to  their  kinds,  and  all  the crea tures 
 that  crawl  on  the  ground ac cord ing  to  their 
 kinds.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good.

26  Then  God  said, “ Let  us  make  man  in  our 
im age, ac cord ing  to  our like ness.  They  will 
 rule  the  fi sh  of  the  sea,  the  birds  of  the  sky, 
 the live stock,  the  whole  earth,  and  the crea-
tures  that  crawl  on  the  earth.”

 27 So God created man in his own image;
  he created him in the image of God;
  he created them male and female.

Genesis 1:1
In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth.

Genesis 1–2
Q: Who created everything?
A:  God created everything. He created the 

world and people to bring Him glory.

Genesis 1:27
So God created man in his own image; he cre-
ated him in the image of God; he created them 
male and female.

3 genesis 1
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28  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  to  them, “ Be 
fruit ful, mul ti ply,  fi ll  the  earth,  and sub due  it. 
 Rule  the  fi sh  of  the  sea,  the  birds  of  the  sky, 
 and ev ery crea ture  that crawls  on  the  earth.” 
29  God  also  said, “ Look,  I  have giv en  you ev-
ery seed-bearing  plant  on  the sur face  of  the 
en tire  earth  and ev ery  tree  whose  fruit con-
tains  seed.  This  will  be  food  for  you, 30  for  all 
 the wildlife  of  the  earth,  for ev ery  bird  of  the 
 sky,  and  for ev ery crea ture  that crawls  on  the 
 earth  —  ev ery thing hav ing  the  breath  of  life  in 
 it  —   I  have giv en ev ery  green  plant  for  food.” 

 And  it  was  so. 31  God  saw  all  that  he  had  made, 
 and  it  was  very  good in deed. Eve ning  came 
 and  then morn ing:  the  sixth  day.

2  So  the heav ens  and  the  earth  and ev ery thing 
 in  them  were com plet ed. 2  On  the sev enth 

 day  God  had com plet ed  his  work  that  he  had 
 done,  and  he rest ed  on  the sev enth  day  from 
 all  his  work  that  he  had  done. 3  God  blessed 
 the sev enth  day  and de clared  it  holy,  for  on  it 
 he rest ed  from  all  his  work  of cre a tion.

Man and Woman in the Garden
4  These  are  the rec ords  of  the heav ens  and  the 
 earth, con cern ing  their cre a tion.  At  the  time 
 that  the  L ord  God  made  the  earth  and  the heav-
ens, 5  no  shrub  of  the  fi eld  had  yet  grown  on  the 
 land,  and  no  plant  of  the  fi eld  had  yet sprout-
ed,  for  the  L ord  God  had  not  made  it  rain  on 

 the  land,  and  there  was  no  man  to  work  the 
 ground. 6  But  mist  would  come  up  from  the 
 earth  and wa ter  all  the  ground. 7  Then  the  L ord 
 God  formed  the  man  out  of  the  dust  from  the 
 ground  and  breathed  the  breath  of  life  into  his 
nos trils,  and  the  man be came  a liv ing be ing.

8  The  L ord  God plant ed  a gar den  in  Eden,  in 
 the  east,  and  there  he  placed  the  man  he  had 
 formed. 9  The  L ord  God  caused  to  grow  out  of 
 the  ground ev ery  tree pleas ing  in ap pear ance 

God Created the World
Genesis 1:1-25 The Bible says that Jesus is Lord 
over all of creation. Everything was created by Him 
and for Him. The Son has always existed, and He 
holds everything together.

Genesis 1:31
God saw all that he had made, and it was very 
good indeed. Evening came and then morning: 
the sixth day.

Eden (EE duhn) 
Region in which God planted the fi rst garden. 
The exact location is not known. Four rivers ran 
through the garden. Two of them, the Tigris and 
Euphrates, are in present-day Iraq. Genesis 2:8-14.

God Created the World
Genesis 1:1-25 In the beginning, there was only 
God. Then God created the heavens and the earth 
and everything that fi lls them. With just a word, He 
built up mountains and carved out seas. He placed 
the sun, the moon, and each star in the heavens. At 
His command, fi sh fi lled the seas, birds fl ew into 
the air, and animals sprang up to roam the earth.

4genesis 1–2
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God Created People, Genesis 1:26–2:25
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 and  good  for  food, in clud ing  the  tree  of  life  in 
 the mid dle  of  the gar den,  as  well  as  the  tree 
 of  the knowl edge  of  good  and  evil.

10  A riv er  went  out  from  Eden  to wa ter  the 
gar den.  From  there  it di vid ed  and be came  the 
 source  of  four riv ers. 11  The  name  of  the  fi rst  is 
Pi shon,  which  fl ows  through  the en tire  land 
 of Hav i lah,  where  there  is  gold. 12  Gold  from 
 that  land  is  pure; bdel li um  and  onyx  are  also 
 there. 13  The  name  of  the sec ond riv er  is Gi hon, 
 which  fl ows  through  the en tire  land  of  Cush. 
14  The  name  of  the  third riv er  is Ti gris,  which 
 runs  east  of As syr ia.  And  the  fourth riv er  is 
 the Eu phra tes.

15  The  L ord  God  took  the  man  and  placed 
 him  in  the gar den  of  Eden  to  work  it  and  watch 
 over  it. 16  And  the  L ord  God com mand ed  the 
 man, “ You  are  free  to  eat  from  any  tree  of 
 the gar den, 17  but  you  must  not  eat  from  the 
 tree  of  the knowl edge  of  good  and  evil,  for 
 on  the  day  you  eat  from  it,  you  will cer tain ly 
 die.” 18  Then  the  L ord  God  said, “ It  is  not  good 
 for  the  man  to  be  alone.  I  will  make  a help-
er cor re spond ing  to  him.” 19  The  L ord  God 

 formed  out  of  the  ground ev ery  wild an i mal 
 and ev ery  bird  of  the  sky,  and  brought  each 
 to  the  man  to  see  what  he  would  call  it.  And 
what ev er  the  man  called  a liv ing crea ture, 
 that  was  its  name. 20  The  man  gave  names  to 
 all  the live stock,  to  the  birds  of  the  sky,  and  to 
ev ery  wild an i mal;  but  for  the  man  no help-
er  was  found cor re spond ing  to  him. 21  So  the 
 L ord  God  caused  a  deep  sleep  to  come  over 
 the  man,  and  he  slept.  God  took  one  of  his  ribs 
 and  closed  the  fl esh  at  that  place. 22  Then  the 
 L ord  God  made  the  rib  he  had tak en  from 
 the  man  into  a wom an  and  brought  her  to 
 the  man. 23  And  the  man  said:
  This one, at last, is bone of my bone
  and fl esh of my fl esh;
  this one will be called “woman,”
  for she was taken from man.

24  This  is  why  a  man  leaves  his fa ther  and 
moth er  and  bonds  with  his  wife,  and  they be-
come  one  fl esh. 25  Both  the  man  and  his  wife 
 were na ked,  yet  felt  no  shame.

The Temptation and the Fall

3  Now  the ser pent  was  the  most cun ning  of 
 all  the  wild an i mals  that  the  L ord  God  had 

 made.  He  said  to  the wom an, “ Did  God real ly 
 say, ‘ You  can’t  eat  from  any  tree  in  the gar den’? ”

2  The wom an  said  to  the ser pent, “ We  may 
 eat  the  fruit  from  the  trees  in  the gar den. 3  But 
 about  the  fruit  of  the  tree  in  the mid dle  of  the 
gar den,  God  said, ‘ You  must  not  eat  it  or  touch 
 it,  or  you  will  die.’ ”

4 “ No!  You  will  not  die,”  the ser pent  said  to 
 the wom an. 5 “ In  fact,  God  knows  that  when 
 you  eat  it  your  eyes  will  be  opened  and  you 
 will  be  like  God, know ing  good  and  evil.” 6  The 
wom an  saw  that  the  tree  was  good  for  food  and 
de light ful  to  look  at,  and  that  it  was de sir able 

God Created People
Genesis 2 On the sixth day of creation, God made 
Adam and Eve, the fi rst man and woman. Unlike 
all the other things He created, Adam and Eve 
were made in God’s own image. Then, God looked 
at everything He had made and said it was good.

God Created People
Genesis 2 God created people in His own image. 
Adam was like God in some ways, but he was not 
a perfect representation of God. God sent His Son, 
Jesus, to show us exactly what God is like (Colos-
sians 1:15). Jesus is the perfect representation of 
God because He is God (Hebrews 1:3).

Sin Entered the World
Genesis 3:1-24 Since Adam and Eve, everyone 
has sinned against God. Our sin separates us from 
God. God promised that one of Eve’s descendants 
would put an end to sin and death. God sent His 
Son, Jesus, to live as Adam didn’t—perfectly sin-
less. God the Son came into the world to rescue 
people from sin and bring them back to God.

6genesis 2–3
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Sin Entered the World, Genesis 3:1-24
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