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INTRODUCTION &

O

The circumstances of life may have you feeling overwhel , frustrated, or

discouraged, but God's love isn't dependent on yoursituation. Because his love

for you is unchanging and his promises are trus&a choose to believe in the
steady outpouring of grace he has for you ﬁro%

moment you lay down to sleep. \Q\\

minute you wake up to the

Find the hope, joy, and strength tha bundant in God as you reflect on these
devotional entries, scriptures, an yers. Claim his grace over your life and continue

to believe that your Creator | ou deeply no matter what comes your way.
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JANUARY 1

otEK HIS FACE

Look to the Lorp and his strength; Q\\
seek his face always. 60

1 CHRONICLES 16:11 NIV 6\

It can be difficult to ask for help at times, and we.liks to try to solve
our problems on our own. That is not how the created us
to operate. We need his strength to persev%’ and we need the

support of others as well. \Q\

Rather than trying to muster up en&@ power to forge through life
alone, we should seek the Lord%e and ask for help in times of
trouble. The Lord is graciou generous. He gives us strength,
and he also gives us eacF@ er.

4

Lord, | will seek y e always! When | feel overwhelmed
and incapable of@ rying on, | will come before you and ask for
strength. Hu me to ask others for help when | need it and
give me o see when someone else may need my help.

Qs the Lord put in your life that has been a source of
%gth and encouragement for you?




JANUARY 2

VIGTORY IN GHRIST

The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feetQ\\
The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 60

Romans 16:20 Niv 6\

As we continue to follow the ways of truth and godlifiess, the
enemy also persists in his attempts to thwart us. warned the
people of false teachers and doctrine, which is’ore of the devil's
crafty ways of undermining the work of C ’ﬁ&nd Christians. God
gives us the promise, however, that the ttacks will ultimately fail
and our enemy will be struck down! ything that is a lie will fall
away and only what is true will r

Through all of life’s trials an deception of others, we are given
the promise that Jesus’ grace will be with us. All the calamity and
lies of the world canrérail us from following Christ when we
have been given t%@l ts of grace, peace, and truth.

Thank you @our grace, Lord Jesus. Thank you for standing up

tecting me from the enemy’s attempts to destroy

e. Yqu my victory and | find great peace in your promise of
deI %nce

w do Paul’s words associate with God'’s prophetic promise in

QK Genesis 3:15?

for me an
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@Q

LOYAL LOVE

Hold on to loyal love and don’t let go, and be faithful t@
that you’ve been taught. Let your life be shaped by i ty,
with truth written upon your heart. %

PrRoOVERBS 3:3 TPT Q

O

The Lord’s loyalty toward us and his love for usanreakableI That
same love and loyalty that he pours on u fso places in us. Our
sinful natures can at times take over, % en we focus on how
God truly remade us and fashione L@ his love, we find that he is
the one who helps us live out ou selves

We must hold fast to this love{ be faithful to God, and act in the
way he has taught us to. I@ding his Word and taking his lessons
to heart will imprint b{g@tegrity and truth on us.

Your loyal love o@whelms me, Father, it is unfathomable. The
enemy tries rupt it, but you have always remained faithful to
your pe Leven to the point of death on a cross. Thank you for

this mc‘Q le gift.

@do you hold on to loyal love?



~ JANUARY 4

MINDSET OF CHRIST &

In your relationships with one another, have the same AN
mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature Go ‘£
not consider equality with God something to be used to his
own advantage and being found in appearance gs:d man,
he humbled himself by becoming obedient%@ath—even
death on a cross!

*

PHiLiPPIANS 2:5-6, 8 N
NS

The attitude Christ bore was one of s@ hood and sacrifice. His
humble obedience is meant to serv, a model for us to replicate.
If the King of the universe is wil overlook his grandiose rights
for the sake of love, and subjéct himself to all the mistreatment

of the world, then we can @@partake in serving others in the
relationships God ha n us.

Whatever our cur&alling, we know we are walking with a God

who understar@

Lord, he@we to embrace the relationships you have given me
with t m
par{?ﬁs children, friends, neighbors, bosses, or strangers, | want
ve them the way you loved me.
O

Q As you find yourself in situations that require Christlike
servanthood, do you embrace them with a humble and obedient
mindset as well?

e attitude you have. Whether | am loving my spouse,
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JANUARY 5

DELIGHT IN THE LAW

Blessed is the man who walks not Q\
in the counsel of the wicked, b\)‘
nor stands in the way of sinners, %
nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
but his delight is in the law of the CorD,
and on his law he meditates day night.

Psatm 1:1-2 Es Q
&

We walk in truth and in the light, sx actions are transparent and
we invite accountability. We stu Word of God and find our
delight in it, for it reveals tru s.

There is a big difference ié;%ting with the sinner and sitting in “the
way” of the sinner. J at with sinners; in fact, he sought them
out. We are calle&%love the lost and even to welcome them into
our lives. We arenot supposed to act the way they do or delight in
their wrongding. We identify ourselves with Christ and mimic his
ways whi ere always good and pure.

Okﬁg, your way is the only way. | will choose to walk the way

B walked and ponder your words day and night. Your Scriptures
e my guide and the blueprint for my life.

R

Q What delights you about the law of the Lord?
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~ JANUARY 6

COMFORT

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, Q\\
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 60
Blessed are those who mourn, L

for they will be comforted.” QO
MATTHEW 5:3-4 NIV QO

Poverty is not simply an economic hardship, i @ be a spiritual
one too. The phrase “blessed are the p r““has become well-
known, but when Jesus first spoke it, it \g\outrageous! The term
"blessing” in those days was synon s with wealth; it was not

simply a spiritual virtue. Q

Jesus came to turn the tabl d change the world's systems.
Although the planet sti Ikgbrs under the weight of sin, another
law has been set in ioh which we, as Christians, are devoted to
e law of Christ is love. Love God and love
spirit will not be cast out or ostracized; in fact,
eaven is theirs! Those who mourn will find comfort

above any other |
others. The poori
the kingdo
in Christ, 5\

O

Yo sé(%my comfort when | mourn. My tears and my suffering are
orever, but you and your kingdom are. You are my blessing
d my richness, dearest Lord.

What comforts you when you mourn?



PERFECT PEACE

You will keep him in perfect peace, Q\\
whose mind is stayed on You, b\)‘
because he trusts in You. L

IsaiaH 26:3 NKJV Q
O

Not only does the Lord reward those who trus@\im with peace,
but that is also the obvious outcome of having'a God-centered
mind. This world is full of trouble and mishep. If we focus on our
problems, we are bound to become _anxious. Even if we focus

on ourselves, our inadequacies ecome our impending
apprehension.

By focusing on God and ‘@*ytrusting in his ability to overcome
every problem, our h fts and minds can be at peace because we
know we are securé.in*his love and his capable hands. There is no
problem too bi‘% the Lord to lead us through it.

O
Father, f@% with your peace. My focus is on you and | eagerly
soak Lg\yo r words. You have covered me with your love and

givgn'e your joy. | know you will also preserve me with your
%éct peace if | put my trust in you.
)

OQ How do you maintain focus on God when life is piling on problems?



~ JANUARY 8

ACKING WISDOM

If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, Q\
who gives generously to all without finding fault, b\}
and it will be given to you. X

O
JaMEs 1:5 NIV Q

O

It is easy to say we want wisdom and to ask God fowit, but when
those difficult decisions come and we feel tr d between a rock
and a hard place, what we truly rely on becomes evident. Do we
trust ourselves first? Would we rather &{@ the systems of this
world? Or is our first response to tu@ God's Word and prayer?

*

The Lord promises to supply WQ we're lacking and give us the
answers we need. He does reat us with disdain for our lack of
wisdom but invites us tg&@xake in his.

Please help me to t@%you in any and all of life’s circumstances,

dear Father. M rn to you for wisdom rather than myself or

the world. YouSre always faithful to answer and deliver on your

|oromises<> nd your generosity is limitless.

Ca& think of a time when the wisdom of God was in direct
lict with the teachings of this world? How did you proceed?

KO hat was the outcome?

xQ°

o



JANUARY 9

TRUE LIFE

xQ’

R4

This is how God showed his love to us: Q\\
He sent his one and only Son into the world O
so that we could have life through him %

1 JoHN 4:9 Ncv Q
O

The Bible is so clear that Jesus is God's Son an@wat true life is
found only through him. It says that God s |m implying that he
came here from elsewhere. Jesus was mply born here like the
rest of us; he existed before time wi &I and as God. They are
one together and divine in natu

Being sent also indicates thaQesus had been given a mission.

He was not on a casual w@ earth, but on an assignment to
demonstrate God's o r us, his complete dominance over death
and all evil realm to free us from every form of bondage by

taking it on hll’ﬂ@

Oh Jesu in awe of your love and compassion! You are my
God aﬁq ng, wholly deserving of my love and devotion. Thank
our gifts, your sacrifice, and the life you have so lovingly

%‘e to me.

KOQ How does this verse remind you that love is more than a feeling;

it demonstrates actions and change?



SUREFUOTED

God arms me with strength, Q\\
and he makes my way perfect. O
He makes me as surefooted as a deer, %
enabling me to stand on mountain heigh O
He trains my hands for battle,. )
he strengthens my arm to draw a brohze bow.

Psatm 18:32-34 NiT Q
O

When we are walking God's way, we c@e as surefooted as a deer
because we will not question the i@ ty of our steps. Even on a
high mountain, we do not neec@ ar because we know that the
Lord is guiding us. é)\'

God has trained our ha (@nd our feet to operate according to
his will, and so what comes our way we know that we have the
strength to face it(b'

Lord, you a@e skip in my step! Not only am | confident because
you are mndiligent guide, but | experience so much joy following

you. Yqu Thake me surefooted and strong, capable of facing
anyghing that tries to distract me from pursuing you.

ODoes walking in God's perfect way mean you will not face
g P ; i
Q trouble? Why does God give you strength and train your hands
for battle?



JANUARY 11

CRY AND LAUGH

xO
R4
e ) N
There is a time to cry and a time to laugh. Q\
There is a time to be sad and a time to dancexs

EccLEsIASTES 3:4 NcV 6\

Sometimes in life we experience heartache. Toé@ how we feel
and attempt to go about our lives as if nothinghas happened can
be harmful. The Lord wants to lead us thro@*the hard times not
around them. He is prepared to be our orter, but we must first
admit that we need the comfort. . %)

There is also a time to surrender sadness to the Lord and

get back up again. There aréigome things we cannot simply stop
feeling, but we also cann%‘?@t them keep us down. Embracing our
laughing and our dangifig again is not denying the sad times; it is
choosing to press @mrd in the comfort and love of God.

| recognize ﬂ&ere are times to cry and times to laugh, and both

are impg@x. ou yourself, dear God, have cried and laughed.

Pleaseigiv me courage to embark on both paths when it is time

and,|&¥ me through them by your love.

&
Q%O you struggle with transitioning between sadness and feeling
KO happy again? Have you asked God to guide you?
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oIRENGTH

Be strong in the Lord Q\\
and in his mighty power. b\}

EPHESIANS 6:10 NLT 6\

Paul did not undercut the importance of the spiritual(Battles we
engage with. He wrote often about how we are ing/ar against
evil and cautioned us to be alert to it. Just pri describing a
detailed metaphor of suiting up in spiritu *&or with each of
its specific components, he gave the m ecessary piece of
battleplan advice: “Be strong in tha@

God is ready and willing to gins everything we need for any
situation. Often, however, he-will wait for us to ask so we are
reminded that he is our e of strength and that we should
always be turned tov@hlm.

| am inadequat overwhelmed without you, God. Your
strength an s8Wer are what win the battles and even what carries
me throu ch day. When | am attacked or confronted with evil,
please e&p me with your strength and your spiritual armor so |

rerr@er that, despite my inadequacy, | am not helpless because
é@ re with me.
O

QK What other battleplans does the book of Ephesians offer?



%4
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&

JANUARY 13

PATIENCE

Whoever is patient has great understanding, Q\\
but one who is quick-tempered displays follyb\)‘

PrRovERBS 14:29 NIV 6\

One of the best ways to learn is to listen. When.wé are hasty and
quick to anger, we fail to glean any further understanding about the
situation. Even if we are correct in our angef, thiere may be pieces
of the controversy that we have not yet realized. Perhaps there are
things we cannot see. .

N

Whatever the case, we have an ation to conduct ourselves
as Christ would, and his patierce in the face of injustice and
controversy is resolute. T At in any other way is to demonstrate
foolishness before Gogdland others. Practicing patience will
increase our undeg%xding.

Lord, | ask fo ience and greater understanding. When | feel
attackedopffended, please help me to hold back my anger and

pray. Reye¥l to me your better way and guide my mouth to speak
tru& o every situation.
(S
Q@Nhen did Jesus display patience in the Bible?

O
Q\





