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“For | know the plans

| have for you,”

declares the Lorp, QO

“plans to prospe{\gyu
and not to Qa}r\n you,
plans t@e you hope
&td a future”
(O'G@ JEREMIAH 29:11 NIv
&
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God has a plan for your life.

*

When you consider all that |i ‘Qead of you, it can
be difficult to trust that tl\@ will work out the way
you want. If only you @ know that the plans for
your future are go&

Spend time v’% od today, trusting that he knows
e

you and Q’Ib

places how you things you never could have

stination perfectly. He can take you

m@i\gd on your own.
&o knows the future, he knows you, and he knows
exactly what you need. He created you just the way

you are for a specific purpose. Be encouraged as

you continue to walk in your unique calling.



JANUARY. &

“My graceis all you(&d

My power works b, weakness.”

2 C0R|NQ012:9 NLT



[HRIVE DURING WINTER @

To everything there is a season, \\()
and a time to every purpose under heaven. 6\)Q

EccLESIASTES 3:1 kJv

Winter can be a time of inactivity. For farmers, er is their slow
season. For others, just the snow, rain, and chi §<e it difficult

to be outside. But stillness and slowness do not mean nothing

is happening. In nature, things are always.fa@§pening below the
surface. Birds are still eating, animals A3t sleeping, and trout are
still swimming under frozen ice. ‘

Sometimes slowing down ca@ one of the most powerful acts
in the life of a believer. Itis a ation of trust that the one who
made us is still working an ting for us. We allow the work

and the seeds he has plvﬁj@m us to grow and take even greater
root in our hearts. S%é(imes in our stillness, we have the greatest
victories over our s because we exhibit trust that God is still

moving mlghtllbfb'

% ch us to not resist the slowness of winter. Give
faith to see that you are still moving and working

@ even if our physical eyes don't perceive it.

QQ) Can you believe God is working, even in winter,
Q\O or have you become a complainer?



DERTTINATING &

“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, N\
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide ir&qég

N
®)
When winter comes, although things look quie:t@c@@e outside,

JOHN 15:4 Esv

there is much life and growth brewing under the ce. Just
because we don't see life budding up from the ground, it does

not mean that no growth is happening. It is@en from our eyes.
Many trees and plants that pop up in the,.ge¥ing were able to do

so because the seeds were germinat@he winter months. And
scientists have found that some see@ o better with a layer of snow
on top of the sail.

This is true of us as well. € are seasons we feel like we are
dripping with the evidencezgtGod’s activity in our lives. And other
seasons where the wo, God feels deeply internal—shifting our
preferences and loy . Rest assured that any beautiful work you
see externally in 2 @ld of God was first cultivated internally. God
knows when @@ﬂ, water, and prune. The work is in his hands; we
have only t&a de.

do,give me the courage to believe you are at work

é{even when | can’t see it. Help me to trust in your love.
OQ You will complete that which you began.

2\ L o
Q Are you resisting God’s blessings in winter
by only looking toward spring?



EOLTON TO B0 @

I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you \\C)
will bring it to completion at the day of Christ Jesus. 6\}Q

PHiLIPPIANS 1:6 ESV

Culturally we are told to quickly come up with olution. Often,
we look back at our previous year and reflect on"what we want to
change. This has the potential to cause r for a lost year or
shame for what we did or didn't do. .~

The start of a new year can bring about a lot o§ ot|ons

With God, however, all things caj %e made new, regardless of
if it is January first or mid- Octob\&e is our good shepherd who
promises to be our steady Ie 7|t takes courage to trust him and
not grow anxious as we abi8le in him. The thing that pleases his
heart most is our trust inQﬁeAs we trust, our courage and bravery

will increase. 6\$

Jesus, th ou that you will be my ever-faithful guide
througRowt this year. Thank you that | can rest assured
you ar&adlways working on me, and because of that, | can
sirr& abide in you and trust you to complete your work.

re you sure, like Paul says, that God will complete
that which he began in you?

S
R
Q\
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Your rod and your staff, \\0
they comfort me. 6\)Q
PsaLm 23:4 Esv \
O
ading.

It takes courage to follow God where we sense @
Sometimes the path is clearly obvious—a well- rail blazed by
the saints that have gone before us. However, thefe are other times
that we sense him leading in a new directiof®n a new path. In
some ways, it's not even a path; it's an SRarted trail that has yet to

be traversed. . @

In these times, we need the ass ce from God that this is the
direction we are to walk in. Wh@ e are told he is our shepherd, it
means that he knows how t er us in the right direction for our
lives. While we might be that our bravery may cause us to
take the wrong path, histsraff will keep us from doing so. The hook
of the staff will curl d us and pull us back. As the Psalmist says,
that staff will be g dmfort to us. We never have to worry because
our good she Q is always on the watch.

Jesé‘(hank you that you are good at using your staff
@omfcrt. Thank you that you're quick to pull me back
Q’} if | am wandering. | trust you to guide me.

Q\OQ Do you doubt God’s skill as a shepherd?



TESIMERD ROLE

“Ilam the good shepherd. \\()
The good shepherd lays his life down for the sheep.” 6\}Q

JoHN 10:11 Esv \

For first century readers, a comparison to shee s not lost
on them. They knew sheep were vulnerable ar@ with no way

to protect themselves. They knew that sheep responded well
to leadership. And they knew that if shee @z‘re to accomplish
anything noteworthy, it was to the credif\of their shepherd.

When Jesus announced that heswd®a good shepherd, it brought
an incredible sense of security toyals followers. It meant that they
had a protector, defender, an@éder. Shepherds care for their
sheep and they are equip to do what it takes to carry this out.
The instinct to lead and ﬁct sheep is so strong that they are
willing to take on a !éator, even unto death, so their sheep won't
die. The benefit @wing our shepherd is that we don’t have to
be brave and fie> or ourselves—that is his job, and one he does

quite well. Q)\

Os\Father, thank you that you are my shepherd.
\% When | am afraid, remind me that you fight
\ my battles for me.

Q\OQ Are you comforted by the protection of your shepherd?
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To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit \\()
for the common good. 6\)Q

1 CORINTHIANS 12:7 Esv O’\'
All new phones come with an owner’s manual. T anufacturer
produces one specific to each phone they make@ﬁ phone might
have GPS tracking installed while another has a gréat camera. If
owners want to enjoy the phone to the fu@&tent, they will read
the manual. Our maker designed us evepyore intricately than a
complex phone; we were fearfully a &den‘ully made.

Without using our manual, the , we will miss many of the
unique features God put in us.q ugh his Spirit, he apportions

each of us with giftings. Ma ake the time to draw near to him
and inquire of him what spg¢tal features he has put in us, for it will
not only benefit us bu% those around us.

Lord, thab?'ou for gifting me with special abilities.
e to walk in my giftings so others can

Remj
\% see you and your love.

o you believe that God knows you better than you
know yourself?

&
Q‘OQ@
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It is good to proclaim your unfailing love in the morning. Q\\O

Psatm 92:2 NLT 60

There are many different fuel options at the pum ®\ariver can
choose from regular, premium, and at some statigrs, an ethanol-
: . . Q
based fuel. All three options will work in most ut some
vehicles were designed to run best with premiumh gasoline. The
engine will not operate at its optimum oi@‘ular gas, and long
term it has the propensity to break d ooner.

God designed us not to simply tsdde through our days but to
thrive. In Psalm 92, he admonishe8\Us to begin our days reflecting
on his unfailing love. His inte at we would be strengthened in
our spirits to know that no pfaiter what comes our way, we have been
loved with a love that is i@@éble of failure. Can we function without
knowing this? Sure, @ke a car on regular gasoline. But we were
designed to run o mium, each day remembering that we are
loved so we dw&@n grace and peace instead of anxiety and fear.

Gok%’ank you that your love will never fail me. Please
wr{@hat truth on my heart that | might never forget it.
&

Do you refuel with God'’s love every day

OQQ) or trust in something cheaper?
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You have experienced the extravagant grace of our Lord Jesus \\()
Christ, that although he was infinitely rich, he impoverished h&&
for our sake, so that by his poverty, we become rich beyond r{e:

2 CORINTHIANS 8:9 TPT QO

We can’t imagine a king in all of his splendor@ichness, full
of wealth and abounding in power as Christ was iff heaven. We can
try our best to picture the most majestlc ea 'kingdom, and then
assume we would multiply that by one n. This is what Christ
left when he came to dwell among was born to parents on
the move, not owning a home. W L\\ ended his life, he didn't
even have any financial meansq‘sske care of his mother; he had to
entrust her to John. He was the ®pitome of poor.

He did this to abide wi u. Not to hand you a variety of
earthly riches, that WI|6§ and fade away, but to pick you up
out of your low esta ash you clean, and hand you a robe of

righteousness. Yo wealthy in every sense of the word. All that
the King has i s. His promises for provision are abundant.
Os\ God, thank you for all the ways
\% you have blessed me richly!
N\

Q ow do you see the richness of Christ in your life today?

Q\
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He is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to Go \()
through him, since he always lives to make intercession for6

HEBREWS 7:25 Esv \

Some people have the benefit of being praye their entire
lives. From birth, they have had a steady strea %prayers by
faithful family members. That isn't the case for eVeryone. Some
didn’t grow up in Christian homes or, eve G@‘hey did, they weren't
necessarily praying homes. Do not dl% if you fall into the latter

category.
There is one who has prayed ou from the beginning. His
name is Jesus. It is his deligh a sign of his inheritance for you,

that he prays. He sits right ide his Dad, with scarred hands,
asking for the reality of t@ ompleted work on the cross to become

your daily victory. @\,

é@r please strengthen me as | receive
the availing prayers of your Son.

&o you believe Jesus hears you when you pray?
&

&



BLURIOUS DESION &

“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor an@o
power, for you created all things, and by your will they wer. \}
created and have their being.”

REVELATION 4:11 NIV Q

You only need to pause and take a look outsid?lee God’s glory
reflected in every part of nature. Whether a delicaté rosebud or full

array of stars at night, his beauty and mag ce are evident. Not
only do we see his creativity, but his in n the design of the
interrelationships of the natural world; ﬁway the wind creates the
waves, the moon affects the tides, bird gathers sticks for its
nest, are just a few examples of isuwemarkable design.

You are a part of this ama nature as well. He created you as
an image bearer, someon o reflects his glory. Be proud of the
way he created you! %ﬁﬂay not feel perfect, but he designed
you with the same b as the rest of his creation; you are his

handiwork.
O’b‘

Wor ngrd thank you for all the amazing things you
®treated around me. Help me to stop and notice

ur creative design in nature. May | accept that | am

Q’)ﬁ utiful because you have made me according to your

OQ will, and your will is perfect.

Q& What can you appreciate about God’s creation today?
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You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies, \\()
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6\}Q
N\

PsaLm 23:5 Niv

This psalm wasn't a cute thought to David. He &apped into
the truth that even when enemies were lurking@hgund every corner,
God himself could be found preparing a table. David felt served,
cared for, and covered even when the gn@@‘was upon him.

This is an incredible picture of Gods& delights in serving us
not just when things are calm but a&s&/\/hen trials are upon us. In
the moments we want to exploc& o frantic activity to protect
ourselves from our enemies, says, “Have a seat, child. Look,
| have prepared a table foggu, and | will serve you. Even though
you are in a trial, your cup, ill overflow.”

"
Father, k you that you fight my enemies
d serve me at the same time.

AN
s\@ave you experienced a time that you felt
Q" served by God in the middle of a trial?
&

<
&
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“Go, and sin no more.” \\()
JoHn 8:11 Niv 60Q

A woman was caught in the act of adultery. Unlike t éﬁarisees
who wanted her to die, Jesus gave mercy. Minutes¢§ re, she was
covered in shame and humiliation—standing at 's door. She
knew the Pharisees were right. She deserved death. Jesus saw this
moment as an incredible opportunity to re ;omeone at their
lowest point. The woman’s heart was fegtilgground for a Savior.

In God's gracious way, he uses sin\@n opportunity to draw us
close to himself. He knows that in$ moments after we choose sin
we are most vulnerable to the uring his love and forgiveness.
When we sin, we should run f&_the arms of our forgiving God. It is
one of the most couragei@ cts we can do.

>

Jesus, tha u that you delight to give mercy
and f@diveness. Help me run to you and
é&way from you after | have sinned.

Aféyou sin, do you run to God or away from him?

&
Q‘OQ@
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Jesus stood up again and said to the woman, \\()
“Where are your accusers?” &Q
JOHN 8:10 NLT \

O
God silences the enemy by speaking truth in th@p%sence of their
d

accusations. Sometimes we are so beaten dow. iscouragement
or fear that we lack the strength to run to the Lord—especially when
we feel like the enemy’s camp is surroundidgiyis.

The women caught in adultery kne@e was powerless to
escape her enemies and accusers, ’sfﬁod chose that to be the very
place to save her. [t wasn'tin a @ e cave or at the temple. In
their presence he stood and Ql ered her.

N
Jesus, give me tQqumility not to be self-absorbed.
Help $olook to you in the moments
é en | am being accused.

o

Doy %@1 to Jesus when your accusers surround you
K% or do you listen to their lies?

)

&

<
&



IEART TRUTH 9

O Lorp, who shall sojourn in your tent? \\()
He who speaks the truth in His heart. 60Q

Psatm 15:1-2 Esv

Our thoughts need coaching because most of th t%e they
will derail. It is natural to become self-focused th@ out the
day. In doing so, insecurities and fears can subconsciously be
strengthened. It's important to pause throu&@t the day and take
stock in what we have given our mlnds

There is great value in actively cor@mg your mind. It is critical
to speak the truth to our hearts. e discouraged when you see
that you aren’t walking closely od View it as a revelation from
God to help you correct you ’&Qurse. He will give you the strength
you need to align your mir&ith his truth.

Holy Spirit, I i you to remind me to speak the truth
in my hea ay. Please show me when | am not and

%( e the grace to change my course.

ére you speaking truth in and to your heart?
&
Z,

&





