
a 1:1 Or “The book of the origin (genesis) of Jesus Christ.” The Greek text has no defi nite article 
(“This is the”) and is most likely to be considered as a caption or title. The Son of God is eternal 
and had no beginning (John 1:1; 1 John 1:1). The entire book of Matthew presents the begin-
ning of the glorious story of Jesus, God’s Anointed One. The genealogy given by Matthew 
presents the legal claim of Jesus to be King through the lineage of David from Joseph all the 
way back to the promises given to Abraham. Some believe Luke’s account gives the genealogy 
of Jesus from Mary’s lineage through David all the way back to Adam.

b 1:1 The Hebrew name for Jesus is Yeshua and means “Yahweh is salvation.”
c 1:3 Matthew includes four women in this genealogy: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba.
d 1:7 Or “the wife of Uriah.”
e 1:10 Or “Amon.”
f 1:11 In Jer. 22:24– 30 God pronounced a curse on Jeconiah’s family line, declaring that they 

were ineligible to sit on the throne as kings. However, Luke’s genealogy goes through David 
to Mary via Nathan, not Solomon, thus bypassing the curse of Jeconiah’s lineage. Matthew’s 
genealogy is meant to establish the legal right of Jesus Christ to be king. So Joseph, as Jesus’ 
adoptive father, passes the right of David’s throne legally to Jesus and avoids the curse of 
Jeconiah through Mary’s ancestry. Jesus is the Son of God paternally, and the Son of David 
maternally through Heli, Mary’s father. See footnote at Luke 3:23– 38. From the beginning God 
said that the coming Savior would be the “seed of the woman.” See Gen. 3:15; Gal. 4:4.

From Abraham to Christ

1 This is the scroll of the genealogya

of Jesus,b the Anointed One, the son 
of David and descendant of Abraham.

2Abraham had a son named Isaac, 
who had a son named Jacob, who had 
a son named Judah (he and his brothers 
became the tribes of  Israel).

3Judah and Tamarc had twin sons, 
Perez and Zerah. Perez had a son named 
Hezron, who had a son named Ram, 
4who had a son named Amminadab, 
who had a son named Nashon, 5who had 
a son named Salmon, who, along with 
Rahab, had a son named Boaz. Boaz and 

Ruth had a son named Obed, who was 
the father of Jesse, 6and Jesse had a son 
named David, who became the king.

7Then David and Bathshebad had a son 
named Solomon, who had a son named 
Rehoboam, who had a son named Abi-
jah, who had a son named Asa, 8who 
had a son named Jehoshaphat, who 
had a son named Joram, who had a son 
named Uzziah, 9who had a son named 
Jotham, who had a son named Ahaz, 
who had a son named Hezekiah, 10who 
had a son named Manasseh, who had a 
son named Amos,e who had a son named 
Josiah, 11who was the father of Jeconiah.f

MATThEw
Our Loving king
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Matthew 1    7

a	 1:16 Notice that Joseph is named the husband of Mary, not the father of Jesus.
b	 1:17 This would make a total of forty-two generations from Abraham to Christ. However, when 

the names are counted, there are only forty-one. There is a missing generation. What could 
this mean? Jesus gave birth to the forty-second generation when he died on the cross, for 
out of his side blood and water flowed. Blood and water come forth at birth. The first Adam 
“birthed” his wife out of his side, and so Jesus gave birth to his bride from his wounded side. 
Jesus wants to reproduce himself in us. His last name is not Christ. Christ is the title that 
explains who he is. He is the Anointed One. “Christ” is also now a corporate body, the body of 
Christ. We, as the body of Christ, are also anointed ones (Christians). See 1 Cor. 12:12.

c	 1:18 In the Jewish culture the engagement was a prenuptial contract (ketubah), which was 
entered into before witnesses, that gave legal rights over the girl to the bridegroom. This 
agreement could only be nullified by going through the formal divorce process. Since the girl 
still lived with her family, sexual relations were prohibited until after the second event of the 
public marriage ceremony. This engagement period was usually entered into when the girl 
turned thirteen. Mary was just a teenager when she gave birth to Jesus.

d	 1:18 Or “without them being united (sexually).”
e	 1:18 Implied in the text. Although it is the genitive of source, not agency, “the power of the 

Holy Spirit” is supplied for clarity. See Deut. 20:7.
f 	 1:18 The “Holy Spirit” can also be translated “the Sacred Breath (Spirit-Wind)” or “the Spirit of 

Holiness.”
g	 1:19 Or “Her husband.” The Hebrew culture makes no distinction between a fiancé and a hus-

band. The engagement period was a vital part of the marriage custom. See Deut. 22:23–28.
h	 1:19 Or “divorce her.” The Jewish custom of breaking off an engagement was tantamount to 

a divorce.
i	 1:20 Or “during his inward passion about these things.”
j	 1:20 Or “take Miriam your wife.” Once again, the Jewish culture considered the betrothal 

period as part of the marriage custom.

It was during the days of Jeconiah and 
his brothers that Israel was taken captive 
and deported to Babylon. 12About the 
time of their captivity in Babylon, Jeco-
niah had a son named Shealtiel, who 
had a son named Zerubbabel, 13who 
had a son named Abiud, who had a son 
named Eliakim, 14who had a son named 
Azor, who had a son named Zadok, who 
had a son named Achim, who had a son 
named Eliud, 15who had a son named 
Eleazar, who had a son named Matthan, 
who had a son named Jacob, 16who was 
the father of Joseph, the husbanda of 
Mary the mother of Jesus, who is called 
“the Anointed One.”

17So from Abraham to David were 
fourteen generations, and from David to 
the Babylonian captivity, fourteen gen-
erations, and from the Babylonian cap-
tivity to Christ, fourteen generations.b

An Angel Comes to Joseph
18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ 
took place.

His mother, Mary, had promised 
Joseph to be his wife,c but while she 
was still a virgind she became pregnant 
through the powere of the Holy Spirit.f 
19Her fiancé,g Joseph, was a righteous 
man full of integrity and he didn’t want 
to disgrace her, but when he learned 
of her pregnancy he secretly planned 
to break the engagement.h 20While he 
was still debating with himself about 
what to do,i he fell asleep and had a 
supernatural dream. An angel from 
the Lord appeared to him and said, 
“Joseph, descendant of David, don’t 
hesitate to take Mary into your home 
as your wife,j because the power of 
the Holy Spirit has conceived a child in 
her womb. 21She will give birth to a son 
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8    Matthew 2

a	 1:21 Or “Jesus.” The Hebrew name for Jesus is Yeshua (or Y’hoshua) and means “Yahweh is sal-
vation, restoration, and deliverance.” Implied in the text is that Hebrew (Aramaic) speakers would 
obviously understand how the name Yeshua and salvation were linked, reinforcing the theory 
that Matthew was originally written in Hebrew. This is lost in the Greek word Iesous (Jesus).

b	 1:21 As translated from the Aramaic.
c	 1:23 See also v. 25, which clarifies that Mary was indeed a virgin.
d	 1:23 Or “God with us” or “God among us”; that is, God incarnated. See Isa. 7:14; 8:8, 10 (LXX).
e	 2:1 Bethlehem, or Byt-lehem, means “house of bread,” the prophesied birthplace of Messiah. 

However, the Hebrew word lehem can also mean “fighters.” Jesus was born in “the House of 
Fighters!” This is the city of David, one of the greatest fighters in the entire Bible. Perhaps 
this is why the people of Jesus’ day expected him to fight the Romans and free their land from 
foreign occupation. Jesus fulfilled both aspects of the meaning of Bethlehem in Gethsemane 
and on the cross, where he fought the “Goliath” of our souls and won, becoming Bread for the 
world. God controls all events, proven by the prophecy that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem 
even though his parents were living in Nazareth. See Mic. 5:2; Luke 2:1–19.

f 	 2:1 Or “in the land of Judea.”
g	 2:1 Herod died in 4 BC, which helps in dating the birth of Christ.
h	 2:1 Or “astrologers,” known as dream interpreters. These wealthy priests would have trav-

eled with an entourage for protection as officials from the East. The Greek word magos is 
taken from the Mede language and means “spiritual advisors” or simply “priests.” They were 
appointed by Darius over the state religion as priests of Persia, which is modern-day Iran, and 
served as official advisors to the king. By the time of Jesus’ birth, Persia had been conquered 
and was being governed by successors to Alexander the Great. It is possible these Magos came 
from the Mesopotamian region of Seleucia. See also Dan. 2 and 5:11, where the prophet Dan-
iel is given the title of “Chief of the Magio.” It is probable that these Magos were descendants 
of those who had been taught by Daniel, and because of his prophecy of the Messiah being 
“cut off,” they may have been able to decipher the date of his birth along with the interpreta-
tion of his star rising.

i	 2:2 Or “his star in the east” or “shooting star” or possibly “comet.” Note that it is also called 
“his star,” not the star of Bethlehem.

j	 2:2 With the visit of the wise men coming to bow in worship before Jesus, we see a preview 
of the nations one day worshiping our King. See Ps. 72:8–11.

and you are to name him ‘Savior,’a for 
he is destined to give his lifeb to save 
his people from their sins.”

22This happened to fulfill what the 
Lord had spoken through his prophet:

23Listen! A virginc will be pregnant,
she will give birth to a Son,
and he will be known as 
“Emmanuel,”

which means in Hebrew,
“God became one of us.”d

24When Joseph woke from his dream, 
he did all that the angel of the Lord 
instructed him to do. He took Mary to be 

his wife, 25but they refrained from hav-
ing sex until she gave birth to her first-
born son, whom they named “Jesus.”

The Wise Men Visit

2 Jesus was born in Bethleheme near 
Jerusalemf during the reign of King 

Herod.g After Jesus’ birth a group of 
spiritual priestsh from the East came to 
Jerusalem 2and inquired of the people, 
“Where is the child who is born king 
of the Jewish people? We observed his 
star rising in the skyi and we’ve come 
to bow before him in worship.”j

3King Herod was shaken to the core 
when he heard this, and not only he, but 
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Return
Before I 

surrendered my robe 
and dipped down to the depths 

to raise you with me in the heights, 
I had already embraced my Father’s plan 
to awaken you from night’s cold slumber.

Before my first visitors cracked smiles bright as stars, 
before they leaned over my shivery baby form 

in that lowly Love-lit town, 
I ached to clothe you in heaven.

Tuck you in, ever-so-safely. 
Back to my heart where 

you came from.

The First Coming
This is how the birth of  Jesus Christ took place. His mother, Mary,  
had promised Joseph to be his wife, but while she was still a virgin  

she became pregnant through the power of  the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 1:18
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ARTIST NOTES
Christmas. The Nativity. The Virgin Birth. Christ was born in the open air 
of a manger. No one expected him, so no one had reserved a room. His 
parents lacked the influence needed to secure the kind of luxury a baby King 
deserved.

He grew up in meager circumstances and found himself subjected 
to misunderstandings and sky-high expectations. Even his neighbors and 
brothers couldn’t fully grasp who he was. Consequently, he was teased 
and chastised. But he knew his identity and purpose. In fact, he showed us 
how to live in this confused world so that even amidst trials, we can count 
it all joy.

Although Jesus only lived on earth thirty-three years, he didn’t shrink 
back from his assignment of fulfilling his Father’s desires. He died for us 
in the most horrific way, giving freedom and eternal hope even to those 
who ignored him from the start. He didn’t just die for his friends; he died 
for an unlimited number of people he loved very deeply. You and I are the 
beneficiaries of his life, death, and resurrection. Gifted givers. Handlers of 
his love and mercy. 

I entitled this painting The First Coming because the good news of Christ’s 
birth points to an even greater event when Christ will appear in the air to 
collect his treasured heirs. At The Second Coming, we will all bend the knee. 

FIND YOUR STORY
Since God stepped out of his comfort zone for me, I am challenged to do 
the same for him. This could mean sharing a handful of poetic lines on 
social media. If I wanted to step out of the zone even further, I could bring 
someone a meal—although that might pose its own set of risks! God moves 
on each of us in various ways. You have been given a voice, a story, and 
gifts to share God’s love with those in your sphere. Ask him to highlight a 
family member whose life would be brightened by a simple note, kind word, 
or act of service. He will lead you.

Describe a past rewarding experience where you stepped out of your 
comfort zone with your time or talent to make a difference in someone’s life. 
What kind of a sacrifice did you make, and how did it build your faith?

If you have been on the receiving end of sacrifice, describe how this 
expression of love impacted you.

Christ’s return is imminent, and he is passionate about getting us ready. 
What do you hope to accomplish before seeing him face-to-face?

Read Matthew 10:38–39 and describe what it might look like to 
surrender all to Christ.
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Matthew 2    9

a	 2:3 Although we are not told how many “wise men” came to visit Bethlehem, it was likely 
quite a large entourage. It is doubtful that three men from Persia would cause such an uproar 
and commotion in the city. There were possibly over one hundred who traveled in the caravan 
from the East arriving in Jerusalem.

b	 2:6 As translated from the Aramaic. The Greek is “the Leader who will shepherd my people Israel.”
c	 2:6 See Mic. 5:2. Both the Septuagint and the Hebrew Matthew have “out of you will come to 

me a Ruler who will be King of Israel.” The Septuagint adds, “He will shepherd my people in 
the strength of the Lord.”

d	 2:10 The Greek is hard to translate since it contains so many redundant words for joy in this 
one verse. It is literally “They rejoiced with a great joy exceedingly.” They were ecstatic!

e	 2:11 These “wise men” were extremely wealthy. They presented gifts that totaled a great sum 
of money—not tiny presents wrapped with bows, but treasure chests full of financial wealth. 
Although we are not given the monetary value of each type of gift, we know that frankincense 
and myrrh were extremely costly. These gifts would have financed Joseph and Mary and Jesus’ 
exodus to Egypt and supplied their living expenses for a number of years, even after returning 
to Israel. Gold is an often-used symbol of the deity of Christ. Frankincense points to his perfect 
life of holiness, excellence, and devotion. Myrrh, an embalming spice, speaks to us of the 
suffering love that would lead him to the death on the cross.

all of Jerusalem was disturbed when 
they heard this news.a 4So he called a 
meeting of the Jewish ruling priests 
and religious scholars, demanding that 
they tell him where the promised Mes-
siah was prophesied to be born.

5“He will be born in Bethlehem, 
in the land of Judah,” they told him. 
“Because the prophecy states:

6And you, little Bethlehem,
are not insignificant among the 
clans of Judah,

for out of you will emerge
the Shepherd-Kingb of my people 
Israel!”c

7Then Herod secretly summoned 
the spiritual priests from the East to 
ascertain the exact time the star first 
appeared. 8And he told them, “Now go 
to Bethlehem and carefully look there 
for the child, and when you’ve found 
him, report to me so that I can go and 
bow down and worship him too.”

9And on their way to Bethlehem, the 
same star they had seen in the East 
suddenly reappeared! Amazed, they 
watched as it went ahead of them and 

stopped directly over the place where the 
child was. 10And when they saw the star, 
they were so ecstatic that they shouted 
and celebrated with unrestrained joy.d 
11When they came into the house and 
saw the young child with Mary, his 
mother, they fell to the ground at his feet 
and worshiped him. Then they opened 
their treasure chestse full of gifts and 
presented him with gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. 12Afterward they returned 
to their own country by another route 
because God had warned them in a 
dream not to go back to Herod.

They Escape to Egypt
13After they had gone, Joseph had 
another dream. An angel of the Lord 
appeared to him and said, “Get up 
now and flee to Egypt. Take Mary and 
the little child and stay there until I 
tell you to leave, for Herod intends to 
search for the child to kill him.”

14So that very night he got up and 
took Jesus and his mother and made 
their escape to Egypt 15and remained 
there until Herod died. All of this 
fulfilled what the Lord had spoken 
through his prophet:
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10    Matthew 3

a	 2:15 See Hos. 11:1. Both Jesus and the nation of Israel came up out of Egypt. Jesus applies 
Hos. 11:1 to himself and, in a sense, takes it out of context. There is a deeper level of under-
standing for every verse, for the Bible points us continually to Jesus.

b	 2:18 As translated from the Septuagint. Rachel becomes a metaphor for all of Israel.
c	 2:18 See Jer. 31:14–15.
d	 2:23 Or “a Nazarene.” The Hebrew Scriptures give us a wonderful truth about the Branch (Sprout) of 

the Lord that would come and establish righteousness. The word for “branch” or sprout is netzer, the 
root word for Nazareth and Nazarene. The teaching of the Branch of the Lord is a concept taught 
throughout the Bible, from the Tree of Life, to the seven branches of the Lampstand, to Jesus the 
Vine calling us his branches. Jesus is a Scion, a Branch that can be transplanted and grafted into a 
human life. Another variant form of this amazing word netzer can be translated “keeper, watchman, 
one who keeps secrets, guardian, one who keeps watch.” All of these words are true of Jesus, the 
Branch who was raised in the village of the Branch (Nazareth). Additionally, the Aramaic word for 
Nazareth means “heir of a powerful family” or “victorious one.” So it is entirely possible to translate 
this “he will be called the Victorious Branch (of Nazareth).” See Dan. 11:7; Isa. 11:1; 60:21. See also 
Isa. 4:2; Jer. 23:5; Zech. 6:12, which use a Hebrew synonym for Branch, tsemach.

e	 3:1 Or “John the Immerser.” The name John means “Yahweh has graced him.”
f 	 3:1 This was the desert region west of the Dead Sea including the lower Jordan. The prophet 

John was of a priestly family and possibly a member of the Qumran community of the Essenes.
g	 3:2 Or “the kingdom realm of heaven.” The word heaven is found 238 times in the New Testa-

ment and hell 23 times.
h	 3:2 Or “repent.” John was preaching in Aramaic, the language of the day. The word for 

“repent” in both Hebrew and Aramaic means “to return to God [and leave your sins behind].” 
This is much more than simply changing your mind; it is a powerful term for turning your life 
around and coming back to the holy God.

I summon my Son out of Egypt.a

16When Herod realized that he had been 
tricked by the wise men, he was infuri-
ated. So he sent soldiers with orders to 
slaughter every baby boy two years old 
and younger in Bethlehem and through-
out the surrounding countryside, based 
on the time frame he was given from 
interrogating the wise men. 17This ful-
filled the words of the prophet Jeremiah:

18I hear the screams of anguish,
weeping, and wailing in Ramah.
Rachel is weeping uncontrollably 
for her children.b

And she refuses to be comforted,
because they are dead and gone.c

They Return to Nazareth
19After Herod died, an angel of the Lord 
appeared again to Joseph in a dream 
while he was still in Egypt, 20saying, “Go 

back to the land of Israel and take the 
child and his mother with you, for those 
who sought to kill the child are dead.”

21So he awoke and took Jesus and 
Mary and returned to the land of Israel. 
22But when he heard that Archelaus, 
Herod’s son, had succeeded him as 
ruler over all of the territory of Judah, 
he was afraid to go back. Then he had 
another dream from God, warning him 
to avoid that region and instructing him 
instead to go to the province of Galilee. 
23So he settled his family in the village 
of Nazareth, fulfilling the prophecy that 
he would be known as the “Branch.”d

John the Baptizer

3 It was at this time that John the 
Baptizere began to preach in the 

desert of Judah.f His message was 
this: 2“Heaven’s kingdomg is about to 
appear—so you’d better keep turning 
away from evil and turn back to God!”hProperty of BroadStreet Publishing.  Do not duplicate.



Matthew 3    11

a	 3:3 See Isa. 40:3, which is quoted in all four Gospels. The Aramaic has in place of Lord, “Lord 
Yahweh,” an obvious implication of the deity of Christ. Isaiah’s prophecy is more than a road-
construction project. He uses the metaphor of clearing a path as a parable of cleansing our 
hearts and being prepared in our hearts to receive the Christ.

b	 3:4 See Lev. 11:22; 2 Kings 1:8; Joel 1:4; Zech. 13:4; Mal. 4:5–6; Matt. 11:14.
c	 3:5 Or “Judea.”
d	 3:7 Or “the Sadducees.”
e	 3:7 Or “separated ones.” The Pharisees and Sadducees were two of the sects of Judaism of 

that day.
f 	 3:7 The word viper in the Aramaic is akidneh, which is really a reference to a scorpion.  When 

a male scorpion mates it quickly dies. The mother scorpion dies when giving birth, so every 
scorpion is born into this world as an orphan without the guidance of a set of parents. The 
dual meaning is simply this: The Pharisees were indeed cunning as vipers, but they were also 
spiritual orphans. John implied in using the word akidneh that Abraham died giving them 
birth and they have lost his guidance. But if the Pharisees would only turn to their true loving 
Father, Elohim, they would no longer be orphans.

g	 3:7 John is telling them they can’t escape the fire of judgment just by getting wet.
h	 3:9 There is an interesting word-play in the Hebrew and Aramaic that is lost in an English 

translation. The Hebrew words for sons (bĕnayyā) and stones (’abnayyā) are similar. God builds 
his house with sons, not stones. John baptized the people at the place of the crossing of 
the Jordan during the time of Joshua. After their miracle crossing of the Jordan they were 
instructed to set up twelve stones, representing the twelve sons of Israel, as a memorial. Per-
haps John the Baptizer was referencing those very stones from which God could raise up sons.

i	 3:10 The “axe” becomes a metaphor of the word of truth that judges hearts and nations.

3Isaiah was referring to John when 
he prophesied:

A thunderous voice! One will be 
crying out in the wilderness,

“Prepare yourself for the Lord’s 
coming

and level a straight path inside 
your hearts for him.”a

4Now, John wore clothing made 
from camel’s hair, tied at his waist with 
a leather strap, and his food consisted 
of dried locustsb and wild honey. 5A 
steady stream of people from Jerusa-
lem, all the surrounding countryside,c 
and the region near the Jordan came 
out to the wilderness to be baptized 
by him. 6And while they were pub-
licly confessing their sins, he would 
immerse them in the Jordan River.

7But when he saw many com-
ing from among the wealthy elite of 

Jewish societyd and many of the reli-
gious leaders known as Phariseese 
coming to witness the baptism, he 
began to denounce them, saying, “You 
offspring of vipers!f Who warned you 
to slither away like snakes from the fire 
of  God’s judgment?g 8You must prove 
your repentance by a changed life. 
9And don’t presume you can get away 
with merely saying to yourselves, 
‘But we’re Abraham’s descendants!’ 
For I tell you, God can awaken these 
stones to become sons of Abraham!h 
10The axei is now ready to cut down the 
trees at their very roots. Every fruit-
less, rotten tree will be chopped down 
and thrown into the fire. 11Those who 
repent I baptize with water, but there 
is coming a man after me who is more 
powerful than I. In fact, I’m not even 
worthy enough to pick up his san-
dals. He will submerge you into union 
with the Spirit of Holiness and with a Property of BroadStreet Publishing.  Do not duplicate.



12    Matthew 3

a	 3:11 The text is somewhat ambiguous as to what fire is spoken of. Some see it as the fire of 
judgment, yet Jesus sent us the Holy Spirit, who baptized his church in fire at Pentecost. This 
last clause is a hendiadys and could be translated “He will baptize you in the raging fire of the 
Holy Spirit!”

b	 3:12 This winnowing fork was like a pitchfork that would thresh grain by throwing it into the 
air so the wind could blow away the chaff.

c	 3:12 See Isa. 41:15–16.
d	 3:15 Or “fulfill all righteousness [complete every righteous requirement].” This was the pre-

sentation of the Lamb of God as the sacrifice for sins. It was important that John publicly wash 
the Lamb of God and fulfill the requirements of the law, proving to Israel that the Lamb that 
was soon to be offered was spotless and without blemish. There are four baptisms in this chap-
ter: (1) John baptizing with water, (2) Father God baptizing Jesus with the power of heaven, 
(3) Jesus will baptize believers with the same Holy Spirit, (4) the baptism of fire.

e	 3:15 Jesus would have been about thirty years old, the age when Levitical priests were 
ordained and qualified to serve. This was his ordination as the High Priest over the household 
of faith. Jesus’ baptism was a form of dedication. Like Solomon, who dedicated the temple, 
John now dedicates the temple of Jesus’ body, the dwelling place of God. In a sense, John was 
the true high priest who was ordaining his replacement. Jesus was not repenting, but offering 
himself as God’s sinless Lamb.

f 	 3:16 There are Latin manuscripts and external evidence dating to Jerome indicating that the 
Hebrew Matthew included this sentence: “A great light flashed from the water, so that all 
who had gathered there were afraid.” (Diatessaron and Romanos Melodos, First Hymn on the 
Epiphany, XVI.14.7–10.)

g	 3:16 See also Acts 7:56.
h	 3:16 The dove is a symbol for both meekness and purity. Two gentle animals are pictured at 

the baptism of Jesus, a dove resting upon a lamb. If you want the presence of the Dove you 
need to have the nature of the Lamb. The implication is that the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus 
and never left him.

i	 3:17 Jesus Christ is the Beloved referred to in the Song of Songs (Song. 1:13, 14; 2:3, 8, 9, 10; 
6:10; 7:10).

j	 3:17 Or “In him I find my delight.” See also Ps. 2:7; Isa. 42:1. The church historian Jerome 
affirms that additional words were spoken by the Father: “My Son, in all the prophets I was 
waiting for you, that you might come and I might rest in you. For you are my rest and my 
firstborn Son, who reigns forever!” (The Gospel of  Matthew for the Hebrews and Commentary on 
Isaiah Chapter 4. Throckmorton: 14 fn. Nicholson: 43. OMG II: 156 et seq.)

raging fire!a 12He comes with a win-
nowing forkb in his hands and comes 
to his threshing floor to sift what is 
worthless from what is pure. And he is 
ready to sweep out his threshing floor 
and gather his wheat into his granary,c 
but the straw he will burn up with a 
fire that can’t be extinguished!”

13Then Jesus left Galilee to come 
to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 
14But when he waded into the water, 
John resisted him, saying, “Why are 
you doing this? I’m the one who needs 

to be baptized by you, and yet you 
come to be baptized by me?”

15Jesus replied, “It is only right to 
do all that God requires.”d Then John 
baptized Jesus.e 16And asf Jesus rose up 
out of the water, the heavenly realm 
opened up over himg and he saw the 
Holy Spirit descend out of the heav-
ens and rest upon him in the form of 
a dove.h 17Then suddenly the voice of 
the Father shouted from the sky, say-
ing, “This is my Son—the Beloved!i My 
greatest delight is in him.”j
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Matthew 4    13

a	 4:1 Or “tribulation.” God also tested Israel for forty years in the wilderness. See Deut. 8:2.
b	 4:1 Or “devil.” The Aramaic word for “devil” means “accuser.” The Greek word is “slanderer.”
c	 4:2 Moses and Elijah both fasted forty days. See Ex. 34:28; 1 Kings 19:8. The number forty 

usually signifies passing a test or enduring a time of trial. It rained for forty days in the time 
of Noah, and Jonah warned Nineveh for forty days. God told Ezekiel to lay on his right side for 
forty days (Ezek. 4:6).

d	 4:4 Or “Man will not live by bread alone.” Nothing can satisfy the Son’s appetite but the words 
of God.

e	 4:4 See Deut. 8:3. God had not given Jesus permission to turn stones into bread, and Jesus 
would not be pushed into prematurely demonstrating his power. He was content with the 
timing of his Father. He refused to turn stones into bread to feed himself, but he multiplied 
bread for his hungry followers. Today he is still turning hearts of stone into living bread that 
will feed the nations with truth.

f 	 4:5 Or “wing.” See Ps. 91:4.
g	 4:6 See Ps. 91:11–12; Matt. 26:53. This was a temptation to capitalize on being the Son of God 

and to force God to protect him as he jumped. Jesus was being tested over restraining his power 
as the Anointed One and waiting until the timing of his Father in publicly releasing him to work 
miracles and display his power. He was not sent to throw himself down from the temple, but to 
throw down the temple and establish a new order of worship—as a true relationship with God 
is internal with every believer now becoming the temple of God. See 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19.

h	 4:7 See Deut. 6:16.
i	 4:10 Or “Satan.”
j	 4:10 See Deut. 6:13–14.

Jesus Tempted by the Devil

4 Afterward, the Holy Spirit led Jesus 
into the wilderness to experience 

the ordeal of testinga by the accus-
er.b 2And after fasting for forty days,c 
Jesus was extremely hungry. 3Then 
the tempter came to him and said, 
“How can you possibly be the Son of 
God and go hungry? Just command 
these stones to be turned into loaves 
of bread.”

4He answered, “The Scriptures say:

Bread alone will not satisfy,d

but true life is found in every word
that constantly goes forth from 
God’s mouth.”e

5Then the accuser transported Jesus 
to the holy city of Jerusalem and 
perched him at the highest pointf of 
the temple 6and said to him, “If you’re 
really God’s Son, jump, and the angels 
will catch you. For it is written in the 
Scriptures:

He will command his angels to 
protect you

and they will lift you up
so that you won’t even bruise your 
foot on a rock.”g

7Once again Jesus said to him, “The 
Scriptures say:

You must never put the Lord 
your God to a test.”h

8And the third time the accuser lifted 
Jesus up onto a very high mountain 
range and showed him all the king-
doms of the world and all the splendor 
that goes with it.

9“All of these kingdoms I will give to 
you,” the accuser said, “if only you will 
kneel down before me and worship me.”

10But Jesus said, “Go away, Satan!i 
For the Scriptures say:

Kneel before the Lord your God
and worship only him.”j
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14    Matthew 4

a	 4:13 Capernaum means “the village of Nahum.” It was a fishing village on the northwestern 
shore of Lake Galilee. Nahum means “comforted.” Jesus did many miracles and based his 
Galilean ministry in the “village of the comforted.”

b	 4:16 Light is a common name for the Messiah in rabbinical literature. It speaks of both Christ 
and the revelatory teaching he brings. See Isa. 9:1–2. The Aramaic word for Galilee (Galeela) 
means “revelation of God.” Jesus was raised and ministered in the land of the “revelation of 
God.”

c	 4:17 Or “close enough to touch!”
d	 4:18 Or “Simon.” The Aramaic is Keefa, which means “the rock” or “pebble.” Peter (Petros) is 

his Greek name.
e	 4:19 Or “fishers of men.” The Aramaic word can mean either “fishers” or “hunters.” See Ezek. 

47:1–10.
f 	 4:21 Or “James.” Most translations of the Bible have substituted Jacob with James. Both Greek 

and Aramaic leave the Hebrew name as it is, Jacob. This translation will use the correct name, 
Jacob, throughout.

g	 4:21 Zebedee’s name means “my gift.” The gift he gave to Jesus was his two sons. All parents 
have the privilege of giving their children back to God.

11At once the accuser left him, and 
angels suddenly gathered around 
Jesus to minister to his needs.

Jesus Preaches in Galilee
12When Jesus heard that John the Bap-
tizer had been thrown into prison, he 
went back into Galilee. 13Jesus moved 
from Nazareth to make his home in 
Capernaum,a which is by Lake Galilee 
in the land of Zebulun and Naphtali. 
14He did this to make the prophecy of 
Isaiah come true:

15Listen, you who live in the land of 
Zebulun

and the land of Naphtali,
along the road to the sea
and on the other side of the 
Jordan,

and Galilee—the land of the 
Gentiles!

16You who spend your days 
shrouded in darkness

can now say, “We have seen a 
brilliant Light.”b

And those who live in the dark 
shadow land of death

can now say, “The Dawning Light 
arises on us.”

17From that time on Jesus began 
to proclaim his message with these 
words: “Keep turning away from 
your sins and come back to God, 
for heaven’s kingdom realm is now 
accessible.”c

Jesus Calls His Disciples
18As he was walking by the shore 
of Lake Galilee, Jesus noticed two 
fishermen who were brothers. One 
was nicknamed Keefad (later called 
Peter), and the other was Andrew, his 
brother. Watching as they were cast-
ing their nets into the water, 19Jesus 
called out to them and said, “Come 
and follow me, and I will transform 
you into men who catch people for 
God.”e 20Immediately they dropped 
their nets and left everything behind 
to follow Jesus.

21Leaving there, Jesus found three 
other men sitting in a boat, mending 
their nets. Two were brothers, Jacobf 
and John, and they were with their 
father, Zebedee.g Jesus called Jacob 
and John to his side and said to them, 
“Come and follow me.” 22And at once 
they left their boat and their father, 
and began to follow Jesus.
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In the Wilderness
The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness  

to experience the ordeal of  testing by the accuser.
Matthew 4:1
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ARTIST NOTES
Does it amaze you that the Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be 
tempted by Satan? I must confess that it is still somewhat difficult for me to 
understand why it was necessary. It also makes me wonder what’s ahead for 
me if the perfect Son of God had to endure such darkness.

In depicting the test of Christ’s isolation, my interpretation begs the 
question: Did Jesus get weary? How difficult was temptation for him? Did 
the Son of God feel the pain of loneliness?

I hope he did—so he can more fully sympathize and connect with me 
when I feel overwhelmed. Scripture shows: “He understands humanity, for 
as a man, our magnificent King-Priest was tempted in every way just as we 
are, and conquered sin” (Hebrews 4:15).

We need to grab hold of the assurance in that last phrase, “and 
conquered sin.” Since Jesus was sinless, we, too, can conquer sin through 
him. The same Holy Spirit who empowered our Lord is alive and well in 
each of us today.

FIND YOUR STORY
Saying no to temptation starts with resisting the smaller ones. Don’t laugh, 
but I was just tempted to raid the chocolate drawer. Yes, I have such a 
drawer. But I resisted—this time. When stressed, what or who do you reach 
for first? Think of a time when you were tempted but you turned to God for 
strength, refusing to be bossed by your flesh. How did God help you get to 
the other side of your test?

Read James 4:6–8 and 1 John 2:15–17. When we resist the enemy 
and grow closer to God, we feel his strength, and he develops our spiritual 
muscles. In what areas do you need to lean more into God, his Word, and his 
grace to overcome? Overcoming temptation starts with knowing, deep in our 
hearts, just how extravagantly the Father loves us, no matter what we do.

Shame and unconfessed sin lead to deeper sin-cycles, but when we 
humbly run to the Father, our source of unconditional love, he brings us to a 
place where we let him restore us and help us back on our feet.

Christ knew what it meant to remain in his Father’s love. Read John 
15:9–10. How was Christ empowered by love? How can you do the same? 
Meditate on how Christ conquered sin and how, in him, we, too, can live 
from a place of victory.
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Matthew 5    15

a	 4:23 The Greek word didasko is a word often used for providing skilled training.
b	 4:24 Or “the mentally ill.”
c	 4:25 This was the first encounter the non-Jewish peoples of the Middle East had with Jesus. 

He was proclaiming his universal kingdom and inviting all to enter into it.
d	 5:2 It should be noted that Matt. 5–7, commonly known as the Sermon on the Mount, is 

the messianic Torah (law or teaching) and the Constitution of the kingdom of heaven. Jesus 
begins with giving his followers a superior way to live than the Ten Commandments of Moses. 
It is a superior version of all that God expects and provides for those who yield to him. Jesus 
gives us more than laws; he gives us promises of power to fulfill all that he asks of us. The 
emphasis is not on outward duty but on the inward transformation of our hearts by grace. 
God’s kingdom is offered to those who will learn the ways of Christ and offer themselves to 
him in full surrender.

e	 5:3 Or, “Blessed are they.” The Aramaic word toowayhon means “enriched, happy, fortunate, 
delighted, blissful, content, blessed.” Our English word blessed can indeed fit here, but toowayhon 
implies more—great happiness, prosperity, abundant goodness, and delight! The word bliss cap-
tures all of this meaning. Toowayhon means to have the capacity to enjoy union and communion 
with God. Because the meaning of the word goes beyond merely being “blessed,” this translation 
uses different phrases for each of the Beatitudes. Verses 3–10 are presented with third-person 
pronouns; however, it is not abstract truth, but spoken directly to Jesus’ disciples. This is why 
the translation is in the second person. The implication of this verse is that the poor in spirit have 
only one remedy, and that is trusting in God. This total reliance upon God is the doorway into the 
kingdom realm. Notice the obvious parallel between Isa. 61:1–2 and these “beatitudes.”

f 	 5:3 Or, “humble in spirit,” or, “poor in spirit,” which means to be humble and totally dependent 
upon God for everything. It is synonymous with “pious” or “saintly,” not just in the sense of 
those who possess nothing. It could be translated “Delighted are those who have surrendered 
completely to God and trust only in him.” See also Isa. 41:17; 57:15; 66:2.

g	 5:4 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew. (See also Ps. 27:14.) The Greek is “mourn (grieve).” 
The Hebrew word for “wait” and for “mourn” is almost identical.

h	 5:4 As translated from the Aramaic word for comfort, nethbayoon, which can mean “to see the 
face of what (or who) you long for.” The Greek is “They shall be comforted.”

Jesus’ Ministry of Healing
23Jesus ministered from place to place 
throughout all of the province of Gal-
ilee. He taughta in the synagogues, 
preaching the wonderful news of the 
kingdom and healing every kind of 
sickness and disease among the peo-
ple. 24His fame spread throughout all 
Syria! Many people who were in pain 
and suffering with every kind of ill-
ness were brought to Jesus for their 
healing—epileptics,b paralytics, and 
those tormented by demonic powers 
were all set free. Everyone who was 
brought to Jesus was healed!

25This resulted in massive crowds of 
people following him, including peo-
ple from Galilee, Jerusalem, the land 

of Judah, the region of the Ten Cities 
known as the Decapolis, and beyond 
the Jordan River.c

Jesus’ Sermon on the Hillside

5 One day Jesus saw a vast crowd of 
people gathering to hear him, so 

he went up the slope of a hill and sat 
down. With his followers and disciples 
spread over the hillside, 2Jesus began 
to teach them:d

3“What happiness comes to youe 
when you feel your spiritual pover-
ty!f For yours is the realm of heaven’s 
kingdom.

4“What delight comes to you when 
you wait upon the Lord!g For you will 
find what you long for.h
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16    Matthew 5

a	 5:5 Or “meekness.” Jesus is saying that when you claim nothing as yours, everything will be 
given to you. The Aramaic word, makeekheh, implies being both gentle and flexible.

b	 5:5 See Pss. 37:11; 149:4.
c	 5:6 Or “goodness” or “justice.”
d	 5:6 See Ps. 11:3–7; Zeph. 2:3.
e	 5:7 Or “merciful to forgive.” The Hebraic and Aramaic concept of mercy is that it comes from 

our innermost being. The root word for “mercy” is the root word for “womb.” See 2 Sam. 22:26; 
Ps. 18:25; Prov. 14:21; James 2:13.

f 	 5:8 Or “when your heart is full of innocence.” See Pss. 15:1–2; 24:4; 51:10.
g	 5:8 The Aramaic word used for “see” is nahzon and can be translated either in the present 

tense (“They see God”) or the future tense (“They will see God”). The Greek is “They will pro-
gressively see God.” See also Ps. 17:15.

h	 5:9 See Pss. 72:3–7; 122:8–9; Isa. 26:12.
i	 5:10 The Aramaic is “being rejected.”
j	 5:10 See Ps. 38:20; Isa. 66:5; Acts 5:41; 1 Peter 3:14. The Hebrew Matthew is “for the Righ-

teous One.”
k	 5:11 The Aramaic is “criticize you” (1 Peter 3:14; Acts 5:41). The Hebrew Matthew is “for the 

Righteous One.”
l	 5:11 See Ps. 119:85–87. We are to live in such a way that people have to lie when they speak 

evil of a believer in Christ.
m	5:13 Or “Salt that has lost its flavor is foolish.” Both Greek and Aramaic use a word that can 

mean either “good for nothing” or “foolish.” If salt that has lost its flavor is foolish, then salt 
that keeps its flavor is wise. Rabbinical literature equates salt with wisdom. After speaking of 
salt, Jesus speaks of lighting a lamp. It was a common practice in the time of Jesus to put salt 
on the wick of a lamp to increase its brightness. The “salt” of wisdom will make our lights 
shine even brighter. (Eduard Schweizer, The Good News According to Matthew, Atlanta: John 
Knox Press, 1975. W. A. Elwell and P. W. Comfort, Tyndale Bible Dictionary, Wheaton, Ill.: Tyn-
dale House, Tyndale reference library, 2001, Lamp, Lampstand. 797–8.)

n	 5:14 See Isa. 49:6.

5“What blessing comes to you when 
gentlenessa lives in you! For you will 
inherit the earth.b

6“How enriched you are when you 
crave righteousness!c For you will be 
satisfied.d

7“How blessed you are when you 
demonstrate tender mercy!e For tender 
mercy will be demonstrated to you.

8“What bliss you experience when 
your heart is pure!f For then your eyes 
will open to see more and more of 
God.g

9“How joyful you are when you 
make peace! For then you will be rec-
ognized as a true child of God.h

10“How enriched you are when per-
secutedi for doing what is right!j For 

then you experience the realm of 
heaven’s kingdom.

11“How blessed you are when people 
insultk and persecute you and speak all 
kinds of cruel lies about you because 
of your love for me!l 12So leap for joy—
since your heavenly reward is great. 
For you are being rejected the same 
way the prophets were before you.

13“Your lives are like salt among the 
people. But if you, like salt, become 
bland, how can your ‘saltiness’ be 
restored? Flavorless salt is good for 
nothingm and will be thrown out and 
trampled on by others.

14“Your lives light up the world. For 
how can you hide a city that stands 
on a hilltop?n 15And who would light a 
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Matthew 5    17

a	 5:15 Or “under a basket.”
b	 5:16 The Aramaic word for “light” (noohra) is often used as a metaphor for teachings that bring 

enlightenment and revelation into the hearts of men. Light can also represent the presence of 
God (“the light of his countenance”). Jesus is the light of God within us.

c	 5:16 Light and works are intertwined. We need the light of Christ in order to do good works. 
Our good works are like light shining upon their hearts.

d	 5:18 Or “not even one letter or even a part of the letter of the law.”
e	 5:18 Or “All its teachings come true.”
f 	 5:19 Or “whoever loosens” (diminishes).
g	 5:19 Or “these implanted goals.”
h	 5:20 Or “your deeds of righteousness.”
i	 5:20 Or “scribes,” who were considered to be the expert theologians of the Scriptures.
j	 5:21 See Ex. 20:13; Deut. 5:17.
k	 5:22 Some manuscripts add, “without a cause.” See 1 John 3:15. Both Aramaic and Hebrew 

Matthew read “if you provoke a fellow believer to anger,” or “if you cause offense to the spirit 
of your brother.”

l	 5:22 The implication is that you would be judged as a murderer. Anger and murder are equally 
odious in God’s eyes. Angry words kill.

m	5:22 The Aramaic is raca and can mean “spittle” or “lunatic.” It is a word that could imply 
calling a fellow believer demon-possessed. The Greek is “worthless fool, imbecile.”

n	 5:22 Or “council” (Sanhedrin).
o	 5:22 Or “whoever calls him a worthless fool.” It is a word that could imply calling a fellow 

believer demon-possessed.
p	 5:22 Or “the Gehenna of fire.” Gehenna, which was an actual place where garbage was burned 

outside of Jerusalem, became a figure of speech for hell in the days of Jesus. It used to be the 
site of child sacrifice to the god Molech. See 2 Chron. 33:6.

lamp and then hide it in an obscure 
place?a Instead, it’s placed where 
everyone in the house can benefit 
from its light. 16So don’t hide your 
light!b Let it shine brightly before oth-
ers, so that your commendable worksc 
will shine as light upon them, and 
then they will give their praise to your 
Father in heaven.”

Fulfillment of the Law
17“If you think I’ve come to set aside 
the law of Moses or the writings of 
the prophets, you’re mistaken. I have 
come to bring to perfection all that has 
been written. 18Indeed, I assure you, 
as long as heaven and earth endure, 
not even the smallest detaild of the 
Law will be done away with until its 
purpose is complete.e 19So whoever 
violatesf even the least important of 
the commandments,g and teaches 

others to do so, will be called least in 
heaven’s kingdom. But whoever obeys 
them and teaches their truths to oth-
ers will be called great in heaven’s 
kingdom. 20For I tell you, unless your 
lives are more pure and full of integri-
tyh than the religious scholarsi and the 
Pharisees, you will never enter heav-
en’s kingdom.”

Anger
21“You’re familiar with the command-
ment taught to those of old: ‘Do not 
murder or you will be judged.’j 22But 
I’m telling you, if you hold anger in 
your heartk toward a fellow believer, 
you are subject to judgment.l And 
whoever demeans and insultsm a fel-
low believer is answerable to the con-
gregation.n And whoever calls down 
curses upon a fellow believero is in 
danger of being sent to a fiery hell.p
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18    Matthew 5

a	 5:24 A true heart of repentance means attempting to heal severed relationships, not just 
empty words.

b	 5:27 See Ex. 20:14.
c	 5:28 The Aramaic is speaking of more than adultery with a married woman; it uses the word 

for any sex act outside of marriage. Jesus elevates the standard of righteousness. He is holy, 
and when he comes to live within the believer, his holiness is the fulfillment of what God 
requires of us.

d	 5:29 The Greek word skandalizo means to “entice to sin,” “offend,” or “set a trap.”
e	 5:29 Or “pluck out your eye and throw it away.”
f 	 5:30 Or “cut it off and throw it away.” Verses 29 and 30 use obvious hyperbole to help us 

understand how intent we must be to guard our lives from sin.
g	 5:30 Jesus is using an obvious figure of speech when he instructs us to “pluck out” our eyes 

or “cut off” our hands. The metaphor is clear: we are to end every evil habit that will lead us 
to destruction.

h	 5:31 In this verse and in v. 32 the Greek word for divorce (apolyo) can also mean “to loose,” “to 
dismiss,” “to send away.”

i	 5:31 See Deut. 24:1. By serving her divorce papers, a husband was required to return his 
wife’s dowry. The divorced woman would then leave his house and receive back her dowry.

j	 5:32 The Aramaic can be translated “whoever marries a woman who is separated and not 
divorced.”

k	 5:33 That is, don’t perjure yourself.
l	 5:33 See Lev. 19:12; Isa. 66:1.

23“So then, if you are presenting a 
gift before the altar and suddenly you 
remember a quarrel you have with a 
fellow believer, 24leave your gift there 
in front of the altar and go at once to 
apologize to the one who is offended. 
Then, after you have reconciled,a come 
to the altar and present your gift. 25It 
is always better to come to terms with 
the one who wants to sue you before 
you go to trial, or you may be found 
guilty by the judge, and he will hand 
you over to the officers, who will throw 
you into prison. 26Believe me, you 
won’t get out of prison until you have 
paid the full amount!”

Adultery
27“Your ancestors have been taught, 
‘Never commit adultery.’b 28However, 
I say to you, if you look with lust in 
your eyes at a woman who is not your 
wife, you’ve already committed adul-
tery in your heart.c 29If your right eye 
seduces you to fall into sin,d then go 

blind in your right eye!e For you’re 
better off losing sight in one eye than 
to have your whole body thrown into 
hell. 30And if your right hand entices 
you to sin, let it go limp and useless!f 
For you’re better off losing a part of 
your body than to have it all thrown 
into hell.g

31“It has been said, ‘Whoever 
divorcesh his wife must give her legal 
divorce papers.’i 32However, I say to 
you, if anyone divorces his wife for 
any reason, except for infidelity, he 
causes her to commit adultery, and 
whoever marries a divorcedj woman 
commits adultery.”

Making Oaths
33“Again, your ancestors were taught, 
‘Never swear an oath that you don’t 
intend to keep,k but keep your vows 
to the Lord God.’l 34However, I say to 
you, don’t bind yourself by taking an 
oath at all. Don’t swear by heaven, 
for heaven is where God’s throne is 
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Matthew 5    19

a	 5:34 In the days of Jesus and in the Middle Eastern cultural setting of Israel, taking oaths and 
swearing by something greater than oneself was a common practice. Jesus’ words trump cul-
ture and our bondage to doing things according to the expected norms of society. He instructs 
us to be faithful and true with our words.

b	 5:35 As translated from the Aramaic. The Greek is “his footstool.”
c	 5:35 See Ps. 48:2.
d	 5:36 Our words must be fulfilled by actions. All four things Jesus mentioned were consid-

ered sacred to the Jewish people—heaven, earth, Jerusalem, and a person’s head. But Jesus 
teaches us that words of truth make our lives sacred. See James 5:12.

e	 5:37 As translated from the Aramaic. See Eccl. 5:4–7.
f 	 5:38 See Ex. 21:24.
g	 5:39 As translated from Hebrew Matthew. The Greek is “Do not resist evil (or evil doer).”
h	 5:39 That is, simply stand and take it without responding in return with violence. In the cul-

tural setting of the days of Jesus, to slap someone was the greatest insulting physical blow 
you could give a person. It is better to respond with kindness. This robs the oppressor of his 
ability to humiliate. See Prov. 15:1; 24:29; Isa. 50:6; Lam. 3:30.

i	 5:41 “If someone forces you to go a mile with him, go two.” This is in reference to the Roman 
authorities, who often compelled the Jewish men to carry their heavy items for them. In v. 40 
we are challenged to give up our rights, in v. 41 to surrender our freedom, and in v. 42 to 
surrender our prosperity.

j	 5:42 The Aramaic can be “If someone wants to benefit from you, do not stop him.” In the 
agrapha sayings of Jesus, as quoted by early church fathers, an additional line is found here 
that reads, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” See also Acts 20:35.

k	 5:43 The Aramaic is “your relatives.” This phrase is found in the Torah; the following phrase 
is from oral tradition. See Lev. 19:18.

l	 5:44 As translated from the Aramaic. The previous two clauses are not found in some reliable 
Greek manuscripts.

placed.a 35Don’t swear an oath by the 
earth, because it is the rug under God’s 
feet,b and not by Jerusalem, because it 
is the city of the Great King.c 36And why 
would you swear by your own head, 
because it’s not in your power to turn 
a single hair white or black? But just let 
your words ring true.d 37A simple ‘Yes’ 
or ‘No’ will suffice. Anything beyond 
this springs from a deceiver.e

38“Your ancestors have also been 
taught, ‘Take an eye in exchange for 
an eye and a tooth in exchange for a 
tooth.’f 39However, I say to you, don’t 
repay an evil act with another evil 
act.g But whoever insults you by slap-
ping you on the right cheek, turn the 
other to him as well.h 40If someone is 
determined to sue you for your coat, 
give him the shirt off your back as a 
gift in return. 41And should people in 

authority take advantage of you, do 
more than what they demand.i 42Learn 
to generously share what you have 
with those who ask for help, and don’t 
close your heart to the one who comes 
to borrow from you.”j

Love Your Enemies
43“Your ancestors have also been taught 
‘Love your neighborsk and hate the 
one who hates you.’ 44However, I say 
to you, love your enemy, bless the one 
who curses you, do something won-
derful for the one who hates you,l and 
respond to the very ones who persecute 
you by praying for them. 45For that will 
reveal your identity as children of your 
heavenly Father. He is kind to all by 
bringing the sunrise to warm and rain-
fall to refresh whether a person does 
what is good or evil. 46What reward do 
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20    Matthew 6

a	 5:46 The Hebrew Matthew is “transgressors.”
b	 5:47 Or “ask for the peace of your brothers” (Hebrew Matthew and Aramaic).
c	 5:47 Or “gentiles” (who worship other gods).
d	 5:48 The Greek and Aramaic words for “perfect” can also mean “whole, complete, fully 

mature, lacking nothing, all-inclusive, well rounded, and spiritually mature.”
e	 6:2 Or “blow your own horn.”
f 	 6:2 The Greek word hupokrites is not only used for people with double standards, it actually 

means “overcritical,” “nitpicking,” “splitting hairs over religious issues.”
g	 6:2 As translated from Aramaic and Hebrew Matthew. The Greek is “synagogues.”
h	 6:3 Or “Don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.” This is a figure of speech 

for giving with pure motives, not to be seen and applauded by others.
i	 6:4 As translated from the Aramaic and Hebrew Matthew. Most Greek manuscripts do not 

include the word openly.
j	 6:6 Or “Go into your inner room [storehouse], close the door, and pray.” This “inner room” can 

also be a metaphor for praying from the heart, from our innermost being, our storehouse.
k	 6:9 Jesus invites us into the same relationship with the Father, as His Abba.
l	 6:9 An alternate reading of the Aramaic text. The Aramaic word for “name” is shema (the 

Hebrew word, shem), a word with multiple meanings. It can also be translated “light,” “sound,” 
or “atmosphere.” Placing a light, like a lantern, in an enclosed space magnifies that light. This 
is the meaning here of God’s name being made sacred and magnified as we focus our lives on 
him. The Greek is “treated as holy.”

you deserve if you only love the love-
able? Don’t even the tax collectorsa do 
that? 47How are you any different from 
others if you limit your kindnessb only 
to your friends? Don’t even the ungod-
lyc do that? 48Since you are children of a 
perfect Father in heaven, become per-
fectd like him.”

Giving with Pure Motives

6 “Examine your motives to make 
sure you’re not showing off when 

you do your good deeds, only to be 
admired by others; otherwise, you 
will lose the reward of your heav-
enly Father. 2So when you give to the 
poor, don’t announce it and make a 
show of it just to be seen by people,e 
like the hypocritesf in the streets and 
in the marketplace.g They’ve already 
received their reward! 3But when you 
demonstrate generosity, do it with 
pure motives and without drawing 
attention to yourself.h 4Give secretly 
and your Father, who sees all you do, 
will reward you openly.”i

Prayer
5“Whenever you pray, be sincere and 
not like the pretenders who love the 
attention they receive while praying 
before others in the meetings and on 
street corners. Believe me, they’ve 
already received their reward. 6But 
whenever you pray, go into your 
innermost chamber and be alone 
with Father God,j praying to him in 
secret. And your Father, who sees 
all you do, will reward you openly. 
7When you pray, there is no need to 
repeat empty phrases, praying like 
the Gentiles do, for they expect God 
to hear them because of their many 
words. 8There is no need to imitate 
them, since your Father already 
knows what you need before you ask 
him. 9Pray like this:

‘Our Beloved Father,k dwelling in 
the heavenly realms,

may the glory of your name
be the center on which our lives 
turn.l
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Matthew 6    21

a	 6:10 Or “Come and begin your kingdom reign.”
b	 6:11 Or “Give us bread [or life] today for the coming day.” Bread becomes a metaphor of our 

needs (physically, spiritually, and emotionally). Jesus is teaching us to acknowledge Father 
God as our Provider of all we need each day. Both the Greek and Hebrew Matthew can be 
translated “Give us this day our bread for tomorrow” (or “our continual bread”).

c	 6:12 Or “Send away the results of our debts (shortcomings),” used as a metaphor for our sins. 
The Aramaic can be translated “Give us serenity as we also allow others serenity.”

d	 6:13 Or “Do not let us be put into the ordeal of testing.” God never tempts man. See James 
1:13–14.

e	 6:13 Or “the Evil One.”
f 	 6:13 As translated from the Aramaic, Hebrew Matthew, and most Greek manuscripts. The 

Aramaic word for “forever” means “until the end of all the universes.”
g	 6:16 Or “disfigure their faces.” Some of them would put saffron on their faces to make them 

appear a sickly yellow color in order to be seen as though they had been fasting.
h	 6:17–18 Or “put oil on your head.”
i	 6:19 Or “where rust and moth destroy.”
j	 6:20 Heavenly treasures are eternal realities, such as loving others and doing good, revealing 

truth, and bringing Christ’s light to the lost. None of these “treasures” can be stolen or ever 
lose their value.

k	 6:21 Or “For your thoughts [heart] will always be focused on your treasure.”

10Manifest your kingdom realm,a

and cause your every purpose to 
be fulfilled on earth,

just as it is in heaven.
11We acknowledge you as our 

Provider
of all we need each day.b

12Forgive us the wrongs we have 
donec as we ourselves

release forgiveness to those who 
have wronged us.

13Rescue us every time we face 
tribulationd

and set us free from evil.e

For you are the King who rules
with power and glory forever. 
Amen.’f

14“And when you pray, make sure 
you forgive the faults of others so that 
your Father in heaven will also forgive 
you. 15But if you withhold forgiveness 
from others, your Father withholds 
forgiveness from you.”

Fasting
16“When you fast, don’t look gloomy 
and pretend to be spiritual. They want 
everyone to know they’re fasting, so 
they appear in public looking mis-
erable and disheveled.g Believe me, 
they’ve already received their reward. 
17–18When you fast, don’t let it be obvi-
ous, but instead, wash your faceh and 
groom yourself and realize that your 
Father in the secret place is the one 
who is watching all that you do in 
secret and will continue to reward you.”

Treasures in Heaven
19“Don’t keep hoarding for yourselves 
earthly treasures that can be stolen 
by thieves. Material wealth eventu-
ally rusts, decays, and loses its value.i 
20Instead, stockpile heavenly treasuresj 
for yourselves that cannot be stolen 
and will never rust, decay, or lose their 
value. 21For your heart will always pur-
sue what you esteem as your treasure.k
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22    Matthew 6

a	 6:22 Or “Your eye is like a lamp for your body.” The teachings of Jesus are the “revelation-
light” referred to here. Some scholars see “healthy eyes” as a Semitic figure of speech for 
generosity, due to the context of giving and money in the verses before and after.

b	 6:23 An “evil” eye can also be associated with being stingy and greedy.
c	 6:23 Or “If your eye is healthy [focused], your whole body is full of light; but if it is sick (evil), 

your body is full of darkness.” The “eye” becomes a metaphor for spiritual perception. The 
“body” is our spirit. The “light” is Jesus’ teachings. The “darkness” is formed by the lies and 
opinions that blind us. These obvious metaphors have been made explicit in this translation.

d	 6:23 Hebrew Matthew is “All your ways are dark.”
e	 6:24 Or “God and mammon.” Mammon is an Aramaic term for money. See 1 Tim. 6:6–10. 

There is found after v. 24 a part of the agrapha that reads, “If you do not fast from the world, 
you will never discover the kingdom of God” (Oxyrhyncus Papyrus 655, pOxy 1:4–11).

f 	 6:27 The Aramaic and Hebrew Matthew is “add a cubit to your height.” The Greek is “add one 
hour to your lifespan.”

g	 6:32 Or “Gentiles.”
h	 6:32 There is a part of the agrapha inserted here, which is confirmed by a number of church 

fathers who had access to more ancient manuscripts, that reads “So if you ask for the great 
things, God will add to you the little things.” This is most likely from a variation of the Hebrew 
Matthew. (Clement of Alexandria, Stromateis 1.24.158; Origen, Commentary on the Pss. 4.4; De 
Oratione 2.2; 14.1; Eusebius, Commentary on the Pss. 16.2. See also Craig A. Evans, Fabricating 
Jesus: How Modern Scholars Distort the Gospels [IVP Press, 2006], 236–238.)

i	 6:33 The Hebrew Matthew is “Above all, pray for the kingdom realm of God.”

22“The eyes of your spirit allow 
revelation-lighta to enter into your 
being. If your heart is unclouded, 
the light floods in! 23But if  your eyes 
are focused on money,b the light can-
not penetrate and darkness takes its 
place.c How profound will be the dark-
ness within youd if the light of truth 
cannot enter!

24“How could you worship two gods 
at the same time? You will have to hate 
one and love the other, or be devoted 
to one and despise the other. You can’t 
worship the true God while enslaved 
to the god of money!”e

Don’t Worry
25“This is why I tell you to never be wor-
ried about your life, for all that you need 
will be provided, such as food, water, 
clothing—everything your body needs. 
Isn’t there more to your life than a meal? 
Isn’t your body more than clothing?

26“Consider the birds—do you think 
they worry about their existence? They 

don’t plant or reap or store up food, 
yet your heavenly Father provides 
them each with food. Aren’t you much 
more valuable to your Father than 
they? 27So, which one of you by wor-
rying could add anything to your life?f

28“And why would you worry about 
your clothing? Look at all the beautiful 
flowers of the field. They don’t work or 
toil, 29and yet not even Solomon in all 
his splendor was robed in beauty like 
one of these! 30So if God has clothed 
the meadow with hay, which is here for 
such a short time and then dried up and 
burned, won’t he provide for you the 
clothes you need—you of little faith?

31“So then, forsake your worries! 
Why would you say, ‘What will we 
eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What 
will we wear?’ 32For that is what the 
unbelieversg chase after. Doesn’t your 
heavenly Father already know the 
things your bodies require?h

33“So above all, constantly seek God’s 
kingdomi and his righteousness, then 
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Consider the Lilies
Why would you worry about your clothing? Look at all the beautiful flowers 

of  the field. They don’t work or toil, and yet not even Solomon in all his 
splendor was robed in beauty like one of  these!

Matthew 6:28–29
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ARTIST NOTES
Jesus puts peace in perspective when he tells us to observe the lilies. They 
are beautiful, and yet they don’t work or fret to exist and thrive. Here we are, 
far more valuable to God, but how quickly we forget how much he prioritizes 
our needs.

I wonder what would happen if we took God at his word and actually 
left our cares in his hands. Would we be better off, or would God fail to live 
up to his promises to meet all our needs? Fact is, we would save ourselves 
a lot of needless stress. We would also discover God handles things better—
because he sees the big picture. 

This painting reminds me that Jesus personally hands us this bright 
example of a lily. It isn’t just wishful thinking or fanciful hope doled out by 
a well-wisher. The One who made humans and lilies still offers the rest we 
crave. Rest for the weary from the wear and tear of life. Rest from burdens 
God never meant for us to carry in the first place.

FIND YOUR STORY
Confession. Worry is my biggest temptation. Luke 12:25 asks, “Does worry 
add anything to your life? Can it add one more year, or even one day?” 
Sadly, worry has stolen far too many hours of my life. I don’t know about 
you, but I think it’s time to seriously dig some heels in the ground! How is 
your worry-odometer reading lately? Are you bringing worry to God and 
confessing it as sin when it first crops up? What can you do to keep those 
worry weeds beneath your feet?

Flowers don’t strive. They simply do what they were made for. They 
take in God’s nourishment, grow, and add beauty to the world. We can too. 
When worry strikes, does it help you to remember God cares for you more 
than anything else he created? 

Jesus carried an enormous load but described his burden as easy or 
light (Matthew 11:28–30). What do you think was his secret to staying in a 
right and light frame of mind?

When was the last time you felt worry coming on and quickly turned 
it into a prayer? What happened? Did the anxious feelings subside? Take a 
moment to ask our all-powerful God to help you break the worry habit and 
exhale your cares to him as naturally as breathing.
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Matthew 7    23

a	 6:33 As translated from the Aramaic.
b	 6:34 Or “One day’s trouble is enough for one day.”
c	 7:1 It is God’s judgment that is being implied by the passive verbs.
d	 7:2 See Rom. 2:1.
e	 7:3 Or “Why do you see a speck in your brother’s eye but fail to see the beam of wood sticking 

out of your own eye?”
f 	 7:5 Or “You hypocrite, why don’t you first remove the beam sticking out of your own eye? 

Then you can see clearly to remove the small speck out of your brother’s eye.” Jesus is clearly 
teaching that our blind spots prevent us from accurately evaluating the needs of others.

g	 7:6 As translated from the Aramaic. The Greek is “Don’t let the dogs have consecrated [holy] 
meat.” The Aramaic word for “earrings” is almost identical to the word for “holy.” Earrings and 
pearls are symbols of spiritual truths given to us by God. They give us beautiful “ears” to hear 
his voice and impart lovely pearls of wisdom, which are not to be regarded lightly or shared 
with those who have their hearts closed. The Aramaic word for “throw” is almost identical to 
the word for “to instruct” or “to teach.” The value of wisdom is not appreciated by those who 
have no ears to hear it.

h	 7:8 Clement of Alexandria attributes an additional saying to Jesus and states that it is from the 
Hebrew Matthew: “The one who seeks should not cease until he finds, and in finding he shall 
marvel, and having marveled he shall reign, and having reigned he shall rest.” Miscellanies 2.9 
(de Santos 3; Lagrange 9) and Miscellanies 5.14 (de Santos 4; Lagrange 10).

i	 7:11 Or “although you are evil.”
j	 7:11 Hebrew Matthew is “give his good Spirit,” a reference to asking for the Holy Spirit. See 

also Luke 11:13.

all these less important things will be 
given to you abundantly.a 34Refuse to 
worry about tomorrow, but deal with 
each challenge that comes your way, 
one day at a time.b Tomorrow will take 
care of itself.”

Do Not Judge

7 “Refuse to be a critic full of bias 
toward others, and you will not be 

judged.c 2For you’ll be judged by the 
same standard that you’ve used to 
judge others. The measurement you 
use on them will be used on you.d 3Why 
would you focus on the flaw in someone 
else’s life and fail to notice the glaring 
flaws of your own?e 4How could you say 
to your friend, ‘Let me show you where 
you’re wrong,’ when you’re guilty of 
even more? 5You’re being hypercritical 
and a hypocrite! First acknowledge and 
deal with your own ‘blind spots,’ and 
then you’ll be capable of dealing with 
the ‘blind spot’ of your friend.f

6“Who would hang earrings on a 
dog’s ear or throw pearlsg in front of 
wild pigs? They’ll only trample them 
under their feet and then turn around 
and tear you to pieces!

7“Ask, and the gift is yours. Seek, 
and you’ll discover. Knock, and the 
door will be opened for you. 8For every 
persistent one will get what he asks 
for. Every persistent seeker will dis-
cover what he longs for. And everyone 
who knocks persistently will one day 
find an open door.h

9“Do you know of any parent 
who would give his hungry child, 
who asked for food, a plate of rocks 
instead? 10Or when asked for a piece of 
fish, what parent would offer his child 
a snake instead? 11If you, imperfect as 
you are,i know how to lovingly take 
care of your children and give them 
what’s best, how much more ready is 
your heavenly Father to give wonder-
ful giftsj to those who ask him?”
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24    Matthew 7

a	 7:12 This is known as the “Golden Rule,” which is the ethic of treating others the same way 
that we want to be treated. It is the essence of love that fulfills all the expectations of the Law.

b	 7:13 In context, Jesus connects the narrow gate to the “Golden Rule.” Love is the true gateway 
that leads to life, for God is love.

c	 7:15 Hebrew Matthew adds a phrase, “They are full of deceit as wild, ravenous wolves.” See 
Ezek. 22:27; Acts 20:29; Mic. 3:5; John 10:12. There is at least a hint here of the Benjamite 
prophecy found in Gen. 49:27.

d	 7:22 Or “preach in your name.”
e	 7:23 The Aramaic can be translated “From everlasting I have not known you.”
f 	 7:25 Or “rivers.” See also Song. 8:7.
g	 7:27 Or “and great was its fall!”
h	 7:28 The Greek word used here, ekplesso, is a strong verb that means “awestruck, filled with 

amazement, astonished, panic stricken, something that takes your breath away (being hit with a 
blow), to be shocked, to expel, to drive out.” Clearly, Jesus spoke with such glory and power 
emanating from him that his words were like thunderbolts in their hearts. May we hear his 
words in the same way today.

The Golden Rule
12“In everything you do, be careful to 
treat others in the same way you’d 
want them to treat you,a for that is the 
essence of all the teachings of the Law 
and the Prophets.13 Enter through the 
narrow gateb because the wide gate 
and broad path is the way that leads to 
destruction—nearly everyone chooses 
that crowded road! 14The narrow gate 
and the difficult way leads to eternal 
life—so few even find it!”

False Prophets
15“Constantly be on your guard against 
phony prophets. They come disguised 
as lambs, appearing to be genuine, 
but on the inside they are like wild, 
ravenous wolves!c 16You can spot them 
by their actions, for the fruits of their 
character will be obvious. You won’t 
find sweet grapes hanging on a thorn 
bush, and you’ll never pick good fruit 
from a tumbleweed. 17–19So if the tree 
is good, it will produce good fruit; but 
if the tree is bad, it will bear only rot-
ten fruit and deserves to be cut down 
and burned. 20You’ll know them by 
the obvious fruit of their lives and 
ministries.”

Jesus Warns of Pretenders
21“Not everyone who says to me, 
‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into heaven’s 
kingdom. It is only those who per-
sist in doing the will of my heavenly 
Father. 22On the day of judgment many 
will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, don’t you 
remember us? Didn’t we prophesyd in 
your name? Didn’t we cast out demons 
and do many miracles in your name?’ 
23But I will have to say to them, ‘Go 
away from me, you lawless rebels! I’ve 
never been joined to you!’e

24“Everyone who hears my teaching 
and applies it to his life can be com-
pared to a wise man who built his 
house on an unshakable foundation. 
25When the rains fell and the floodf 
came, with fierce winds beating upon 
his house, it stood firm because of its 
strong foundation.

26“But everyone who hears my teach-
ing and does not apply it to his life can 
be compared to a foolish man who built 
his house on sand. 27When it rained and 
rained and the flood came, with wind 
and waves beating upon his house, it 
collapsed and was swept away.”g

28By the time Jesus finished speak-
ing, the crowds were awestruckh by his 
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Matthew 8    25

a	 7:29 Or “scribes” (experts of the Law). Jesus taught from an inner knowledge of God and his 
Word, for his teaching emphasized obedience to God from the heart, not just outwardly keep-
ing laws.

b	 8:1 It is best to view this verse as an extension of 7:29. Chapter and verse breaks are not part 
of the inspired text but were added centuries later to aid in our study of God’s Word.

c	 8:2 As translated from the Aramaic and Hebrew Matthew, and implied in the Greek.
d	 8:3 The word leprosy was used for various skin disorders. For Jesus to touch a leper was to 

render him ceremonially unclean, but Jesus wasn’t defiled by touching the leper—the leper 
was healed!

e	 8:4 Or “as a testimony to them.” See Lev. 13–14 for the prescribed ritual for the cleansing of a 
leper.

f 	 8:5 Or “centurion.”
g	 8:5 Implied in the narrative.
h	 8:6 As translated from the Aramaic and Hebrew Matthew. The Greek is “servant.”
i	 8:12 Or “gnashing of teeth.” See also Job 16:9; Pss. 35:16; 37:12; 112:10; Jer. 9:9–14.

teaching, 29because his words carried 
such great authority, quite unlike the 
religious scholars.a

Jesus Heals a Leper

8 After he came down from teaching 
on the hillside, massive crowds 

began following him.b 2Suddenly, a 
leper walked up to Jesus and threw 
himself down before him in worshipc 
and said, “Lord, you have the power to 
heal me . . . if you really want to.”

3Jesus reached out his hand and 
touched the leper and said, “Of course 
I want to heal you—be healed!” And 
instantly, all signs of leprosyd dis-
appeared! 4Then Jesus said to him, 
“Don’t speak to anyone, but go at once 
and find a priest and show him what 
has happened to you. Make sure to 
take the offering Moses commanded 
so he can certify your healing.”e

Jesus Heals the Son of a Roman 
Officer
5When Jesus entered the village of 
Capernaum, a captainf in the Roman 
army approached him, asking for a 
miracle.g 6“Lord,” he said, “I have a 
sonh who is lying in my home, para-
lyzed and suffering terribly.”

7Jesus responded, “I will go with 
you and heal him.”

8–9But the Roman officer interjected, 
“Lord, who am I to have you come into 
my house? I understand your authority, 
for I too am a man who walks under 
authority and have authority over sol-
diers who serve under me. I can tell 
one to go and he’ll go, and another to 
come and he’ll come. I command my 
servants and they’ll do whatever I ask. 
So I know that all you need to do is 
to stand here and command healing 
over my son and he will be instantly 
healed.”

10Jesus was astonished when he 
heard this and said to those who were 
following him, “He has greater faith 
than anyone I’ve encountered in Israel! 
11Listen to what I am about to tell you. 
Multitudes of Gentiles will stream from 
the east and the west, to enter into the 
heavenly kingdom with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. 12But many Israel-
ites, born to be heirs of the kingdom, 
will be turned away and banished into 
the darkness where there will be bitter 
weeping and unbearable anguish.”i

13Then Jesus turned to the Roman 
officer and said, “Go home. All that 
you have believed for will be done for 
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26    Matthew 8

a	 8:15 Or “the fever left her.”
b	 8:16 Matthew gives us six instances of setting the demonized free: 8:16; 8:28–33; 9:32–34; 

12:22; 15:22–28; 17:18.
c	 8:17 The Aramaic “wounds” or “sores.” See Isa. 53:4.
d	 8:18 This was the eastern bank of Lake Galilee, located on the Syrian side.
e	 8:19 Or “expert of the Law” (scribe). These were the top religious scholars among the Phar-

isees, whose occupation was the systematic study of the law of Moses.
f 	 8:20 Or “this True Man.” See Dan. 7:13–14.
g	 8:20 Or “no place to lay my head” (homeless).
h	 8:21 Or “but first let me go bury my father.” This is a figure of speech for saying, “I can’t follow 

you, but I will after my father dies.”
i	 8:22 Jesus requires that following him supersede any cultural or religious duty. Jewish culture in 

the time of Jesus gave the family the responsibility of a re-interment of the bones of the deceased 
into an ossuary one year after death. It is possible that this man’s father had passed away but the 
year had not yet completed. He was saying, “I’ll follow you after this year is completed.” Jesus is 
not telling him to dishonor his father by not doing a burial, but that the custom of waiting a year 
(tradition) must never trump following him. He is telling the man that the spiritually dead are 
capable of burying the dead, so nothing should keep anyone from following him.

j	 8:24 Or “earthquake.” This could have been a temblor that caused tidal waves that swamped 
their boat. Most expositors equate this instead to the shaking of a violent storm.

k	 8:25 See Ps. 44:23.

you!” And his son was healed at that 
very moment.

Jesus Heals Everyone in Capernaum
14Then Jesus entered Peter’s home 
and found Peter’s mother-in-law bed-
ridden, severely ill with a fever. 15The 
moment Jesus touched her hand she 
was healed!a Immediately she got up 
and began to make dinner for them.

16That evening the people brought 
to him many who were demonized. 
And by Jesus only speaking a word of 
healing over them, they were totally 
set free from their torment,b and every-
one who was sick received their heal-
ing! 17In doing this, Jesus fulfilled the 
prophecy of Isaiah:

He put upon himself our 
weaknesses,c

and he carried away our diseases 
and made us well.

18At the sight of large crowds gath-
ering around him, Jesus gave orders 

to his disciples to get ready to sail back 
over to the other side of the lake.d 19Just 
then, a religious scholare approached 
him and said, “Teacher, I’ll follow you 
wherever you go!”

20Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens, 
birds have nests, but the Son of Manf 
has no true home in this world.”g

21Then another man spoke up and 
said, “Lord, I’ll follow you, but first I 
must take care of my aged father and 
bury him when he dies.”h

22But Jesus said to him, “Now is the 
time to follow me, and let those who 
are dead bury their own dead.”i

Jesus Calms a Storm
23They all got into a boat and began 
to cross over to the other side of the 
lake. And Jesus, exhausted, fell asleep. 
24Suddenly a violent stormj developed, 
with waves so high the boat was about 
to be swamped. Yet Jesus continued 
to sleep soundly. 25The disciples woke 
him up, saying, “Save us, Lord! We’re 
going to die!”k
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Matthew 9    27

a	 8:26 Or “Why are you so cowardly, you of such little faith?” Jesus is implying that if they had 
faith, they could have commanded the storm to be stilled and it would happen.

b	 8:26 This is the same Greek word that is used when Jesus rebuked demons.
c	 8:26 See Pss. 89:9; 107:23–30.
d	 8:28 There are three possible locations for the region of the Gadarenes. (1) It could be only a 

few miles from the city of Gadara (modern-day Um Qeis). Gadara means “thorn hedge.” (2) The 
du Tillet translation of Hebrew Matthew has “the region of the Girgashites.” (3) Other scholars 
have concluded that it is the region near the town of Gergesa.

e	 8:29 The demons immediately sensed the true identity of Jesus and knew a day of judgment 
was coming for them. Sadly, many people today have yet to realize who Jesus is and that there 
is a coming day of judgment for them.

f 	 8:32 How amazing that Jesus answered the request of the demons. How much more will 
he answer your prayers. This mass exorcism is an astonishing miracle demonstrating the 
authority and power of Jesus. It is also amazing that the people of the town didn’t ask Jesus 
to remain with them. The one who can deliver two men from demonic power can also deliver 
a city.

g	 8:34 It is possible that the people of this region worshiped the sow goddess, called “Nut” in 
Egypt. In Rome she was called “Maia,” from which we get the month of May. The swine herd-
ers were possibly soothsayers and shamans. The mass suicide of these pigs proved that the 
Son of God had authority over the principality of that region that confronted him the moment 
he came into their region.

h	 9:1 Jesus had moved from Nazareth to Capernaum, a village of about 1200–1500 people. See 
Matt. 4:13; Mark 2:1.

26But Jesus reprimanded them. 
“Why are you gripped with fear?a 
Where is your faith?” Then he stood 
and rebukedb the storm, saying, “Be 
still!” And instantly it became perfectly 
calm.c

27The disciples were astonished by 
this miracle and said to one another, 
“Who is this Man? Even the wind and 
waves obey his Word.”

Jesus Sets Free Two Demonized Men
28When they arrived on the other side 
of the lake, in the region of the Gadare-
nes,d two demonized men confronted 
Jesus. They lived among the tombs 
of a cemetery and were considered 
so extremely violent that no one felt 
safe passing through that area. 29The 
demons screamed at Jesus, shouting, 
“Son of God, what do you want with 
us?e Leave us alone! Have you come 
to torment us before the appointed 
time?”

30There was a large herd of pigs feed-
ing nearby. 31And the demons pleaded, 
“If you cast us out, send us into that 
herd of pigs.” 32Jesus commanded, 
“Then go!” And at once the demons 
came out of the men and went into the 
pigs.f Then the entire herd of crazed 
pigs stampeded down the steep slope 
and fell into the water and drowned.

33The men who were herding the 
pigs fled to the nearby town and 
informed the people of all that had 
happened to the demonized men. 
34Then everyone from the town went 
out to confront Jesus and urged him to 
go away and leave them alone.g

Forgiveness and Healing

9 Jesus got into the boat and 
returned to what was considered 

his hometown, Capernaum.h 2Just then 
some people brought a paraplegic 
man to him, lying on a sleeping mat. 
When Jesus perceived the strong faith 
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28    Matthew 9

a	 9:2 The Hebrew Matthew reads, “By the faith of the Mighty One your sins are forgiven.” See 
also Ps. 103:3.

b	 9:5 It is easy for anyone to say, “Your sins are forgiven,” for that cannot be proven. But if 
someone were to tell a paralyzed man to stand up, and he didn’t stand up, that would prove 
the person is a fraud. Jesus didn’t do the “easy thing” without accomplishing the hard thing, 
the miracle of healing. Forgiveness and healing both flow from Jesus Christ.

c	 9:8 The Aramaic word used here can mean either “awestruck/marveled,” or “seized with fear.” 
This may explain the variation within Greek manuscripts.

d	 9:8 See Mark 2:3–12; Luke 5:18–26.
e	 9:9 Or “sitting at his tax-collecting booth.” Matthew means “gift of God.” He was also known 

as Levi, which means “joined.” It is possible that he took the name Matthew after becoming a 
believer.

f 	 9:11 Or “tax collectors and sinners.”
g	 9:12 The Hebrew word for “sick” can also mean “evil.”
h	 9:13 See Hos. 6:6; Matt. 23:23; Mark 12:33. To “offer a sacrifice” would be a metaphor for 

placing strict obedience to the law over the triumph of mercy’s kiss in our dealings with oth-
ers. Sadly, many religious people today read this as “I desire religious exactness, not mercy.” 
Transforming ministry shows unmerited mercy to the “sick.”

i	 9:13 The obvious implication Jesus is making is that all are sinners who need to come to him 
for salvation. See 1 Tim. 1:15.

within their hearts, he said to the par-
alyzed man, “My son, be encouraged, 
for your sins have been forgiven.”a

3These words prompted some of the 
religious scholars to think, “Why, that’s 
nothing but blasphemy!”

4Jesus supernaturally perceived 
their thoughts, and said to them, “Why 
do you carry such evil in your hearts? 
5Which is easier to say, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or, ‘Stand up and walk!’?b 
6But now, to convince you that the 
Son of Man has been given author-
ity to forgive sins, I say to this man, 
‘Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk 
home.’ ” 7Immediately the man sprang 
to his feet and left for home.

8When the crowds witnessed this 
miracle, they were awestruck.c They 
shouted praises to God because he had 
given such authority to human beings.d

Jesus Calls Matthew to Follow Him
9As Jesus left Capernaum he came 
upon a tax-collecting station, where a 
Jewish man named Matthew was col-
lecting taxes for the Romans.e

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said to 
him. Immediately Matthew jumped up 
and began to follow Jesus.

10Jesus went to Matthew’s house and 
made himself at home. Many other 
tax collectors and outcasts of society 
were invited to eat with Jesus and his 
disciples.

11When those known as the Phar-
isees saw what was happening, they 
were indignant, and they kept asking 
Jesus’ disciples, “Why would your 
Master dine with such lowlifes?”f

12When Jesus overheard this, he 
spoke up and said, “Healthy people 
don’t need to see a doctor, but the sickg 
will go for treatment.” 13Then he added, 
“Now you should go and study the 
meaning of the verse:

I want you to show mercy, not 
just offer me a sacrifice.h

For I have come to invite the out-
casts of society and sinners, not those 
who think they are already on the right 
path.”i
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Matthew 9    29

a	 9:15 See Song. 1:4. These sons of the bridal chamber are “Shulamites,” lovers of God.
b	 9:17 The teaching of Jesus was the new wine. It was something fresh—a sign that the old was 

passing away. It could not be mixed with the old religion but involved the inauguration and 
birth of the kingdom of God.

c	 9:17 The teaching of Jesus is the new wine and the new cloth. What Jesus taught cannot patch 
up the old religious system, nor can it be contained in a wineskin of worn-out traditions. It 
is new, exhilarating, and powerful. It must be poured into a heart made new. The new and 
the old are not meant to be together. Jesus makes all things new. He didn’t come to reform 
Judaism, but to form a twice-born company of people.

d	 9:18 This was Jairus, who was the leader of the Jewish synagogue and possibly even a mem-
ber of the Sanhedrin. See Mark 5:21–23; Luke 8:40–42. The interwoven miracles of the daugh-
ter being raised from the dead and the woman being healed symbolize Israel and the church. 
Israel is the “dead daughter” that Jesus will soon raise to new life. On his way to raise her from 
the dead, he encountered a woman and healed her. The church is the healed woman. The girl, 
according to Jesus, was only “sleeping.” He will come back to Israel, but on his way, he will 
heal the woman who touched him by faith. Jesus touched the girl, and the woman touched 
Jesus. The girl lived twelve years, then died. The woman had been dying twelve years, and 
then she lived.

e	 9:20 Or “for salvation.” The blue tassel on the corner of the prayer shawl was said to symbolize 
all commandments and promises of God. See Num. 15:38–40. The Hebrew word for “fringe” 
or “border” (of a garment) can also mean “wing.” Some have interpreted Mal. 4:2 (“healing in 
his wings”) as a reference to the tassels of the prayer shawl.

f 	 9:21 Or “the fringe of his garment.” See Num. 15:38, 39; Deut. 22:12; Matt. 14:36; 23:5.
g	 9:22 Or “saved you.”

Jesus Brings a New Reality
14The disciples of John the Baptizer 
approached Jesus with this question: 
“Why is it that we and the Pharisees 
fast regularly, but not your disciples?”
15Jesus replied, “How can the sons 
of the bridal chambera grieve when 
the Bridegroom is next to them? But  
the days of fasting will come when the  
Bridegroom is taken away from them. 
16And who would mend worn-out 
clothing with new fabric? When the 
new cloth shrinks it will rip, making 
the hole worse than before. 17And who 
would pour fresh, new wine into an 
old wineskin? Eventually the wine 
will fermentb and make the wineskin 
burst, losing everything—the wine 
is spilled and the wineskin ruined. 
Instead, new wine is always poured 
into a new wineskin so that both are 
preserved.”c

Jesus Heals and Raises the Dead
18While Jesus was still speaking, an 
influential Jewish leaderd approached 
and knelt before him, saying, “Help 
me! My daughter has just died. Please 
come and place your hand upon her 
so that she will live again.” 19So Jesus 
and his disciples got up and went with 
him.

20Suddenly, a woman came from 
behind Jesus and touched the tassel 
of his prayer shawl for healing.e She 
had been suffering from continual 
bleeding for twelve years, but had 
faith that Jesus could heal her. 21For 
she kept saying to herself, “If I could 
only touch his prayer shawlf I would 
be healed.”

22Just then Jesus turned around and 
looked at her and said, “My daughter, 
be encouraged. Your faith has healed 
you.”g And instantly she was healed!
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30    Matthew 9

a	 9:27 This phrase is an obvious messianic term. The blind men are hoping that Jesus is the 
Messiah who will come and restore sight to the blind. See Isa. 29:18; 35:5–6; 42:7. Other than 
the wise men at Jesus’ birth, these two blind men were the first to recognize Jesus as King.

b	 9:28 This was most likely in Capernaum.
c	 9:33 Matt. 8 and 9 give us ten miracles that Jesus performed as signs to prove that he is 

the Messiah. Five are found in each chapter. In ch. 8 we find the leper healed, the military 
captain’s son healed, Simon’s mother-in-law healed, the raging storm stilled, and two demon-
possessed men set free. In ch. 9 we find the paraplegic man healed, the woman with constant 
bleeding healed, Jairus’ daughter raised from the dead, two blind men given sight, and the 
demonized mute man set free and healed. These signs demonstrated Jesus’ authority and 
power over sickness, storms, Satan, and death.

d	 9:35 Or “in all the towns and villages.”
e	 9:38 The Greek word ekballo is used many times in the Gospels for driving out or casting out 

demons. The Lord of the Harvest must cast the laborers out into the harvest fields.

23When Jesus finally entered the 
home of the Jewish leader, he saw a 
noisy crowd of mourners, wailing and 
playing a funeral dirge on their flutes. 
24He told them, “You must leave, for 
the little girl is not dead; she’s only 
asleep.” Then everyone began to rid-
icule him.

25After he made the crowd go out-
side, he went into the girl’s room and 
gently took hold of her hand. She 
immediately stood to her feet! 26And 
the news of this incredible miracle 
spread everywhere.

Jesus Opens Blind Eyes
27As Jesus left the house, two blind 
men began following him, shouting 
out over and over, “Son of David,a 
show us mercy and heal us!” 28And 
they followed him right into the house 
where Jesus was staying.b So Jesus 
asked them, “Do you believe that I 
have the power to restore sight to your 
eyes?”

They replied, “Yes Lord, we believe!”
29Then Jesus put his hands over 

their eyes and said, “You will have 
what your faith expects!” 30And 
instantly their eyes opened—they 
could see! Then Jesus warned them 
sternly, “Make sure that you tell no one 
what just happened!” 31But unable to 

contain themselves, they went out and 
spread the news everywhere!

Jesus Heals the Mute
32While they were leaving, some peo-
ple brought before Jesus a demonized 
man who couldn’t speak. 33Jesus cast 
the demon out of him, and immedi-
ately the man began to speak plainly. 
The crowds marveled in astonishment, 
saying, “We’ve never seen miracles 
like this in Israel!”c 34But the Pharisees 
kept saying, “The chief of demons is 
helping him drive out demons.”

Workers for the Harvest
35Jesus walked throughout the regiond 
with the joyful message of God’s king-
dom realm. He taught in their meet-
ing houses, and wherever he went he 
demonstrated God’s power by healing 
every kind of disease and illness.

36When he saw the vast crowds 
of people, Jesus’ heart was deeply 
moved with compassion, because they 
seemed weary and helpless, like wan-
dering sheep without a shepherd. 37He 
turned to his disciples and said, “The 
harvest is huge and ripe! But there are 
not enough harvesters to bring it all in. 
38As you go, plead with the Owner of 
the Harvest to thrust oute many more 
reapers to harvest his grain!”
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Re-Story
One touch, and Compassion unleashes Life  

from the riches of Heaven’s veins.

I’m as changeless as my Name.  
So reach for me.  

I heal afflictions and pains.

Divine Healing
Just then Jesus turned around and looked at her and said,  
“My daughter, be encouraged. Your faith has healed you.”  

And instantly she was healed!
Matthew 9:22
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ARTIST NOTES
It’s challenging for an artist to capture a historical moment and make it 
resonate with relevance today. I decided the best way to do this was to 
present a modern woman in a not-so-obvious way. Examine her close and 
you’ll see a cross around her neck. In Christ’s day, no one would wear a 
dreaded symbol of death. But Jesus transformed the cross into a symbol of 
hope and healing.

When I’m hurting, it lifts my faith to picture myself in her place, 
reaching for Jesus’ hem. His power is available for all of us.

FIND YOUR STORY
We admire this woman because she took a huge risk to approach the Master. 
Her medical condition labeled her “unclean,” according to Jewish law. 
Needing to face the crowd, desperation overruled fear. With nothing to lose, 
she pursued Christ with passion.

I’ve been there. What about you? Have you ever needed a miracle and 
gone out of your way to touch the Master? What risks did you take? Are you 
more prone to reach for Jesus when you’re at the end of your rope, or do 
you go out of your way to touch him on a daily basis?

Jesus said, “Your faith has healed you.” How would you describe the 
difference between faith in faith and faith in Jesus? For more on faith, read 
Hebrews 11.

Whether it is physical, emotional, or spiritual, we all have areas of 
brokenness that need healing. Where do you need the Master’s touch most? 
Is this the same area where you most seek him?

The woman had suffered with her medical condition for twelve years. 
When God doesn’t answer as fast as you like, do you still feel loved, or do 
you tend to feel forgotten? How does that feeling affect your relationship 
with God and others?

Think of someone you know who deeply trusts God and describe that 
person’s passion for him. What’s the connection between loving God and 
trusting him? Read Psalm 32:8–11 and 1 John 4:16–17. What does it mean 
for God to lead you with his eyes? 

LET’S PRAY
Restorer of my soul, thank you that I can press into you with my need. I’d be 
a fool not to reach for the One who paid for each place where I bleed.
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Matthew 10    31

a	 10:1 The number twelve speaks of governmental authority. Israel had twelve tribes, and Jesus 
chose twelve disciples. Only after Jesus gave them this authority were they called apostles. 
The authority Jesus gave them is what he had demonstrated over the previous five chapters of 
Matthew. After Christ’s resurrection he reminded them, as he sent them again to the nations, 
that “all authority has already been given to you.” Here Jesus makes these twelve men the 
answer to their own prayers for the Lord of the Harvest to send out more reapers.

b	 10:1 The Aramaic word is “ailment” or “affliction.”
c	 10:2 Or “James.” Translations of the Bible have substituted Jacob with James. Both Greek and 

Aramaic leave the Hebrew name as it is, Jacob. This translation will use Jacob throughout.
d	 10:3 Bartholomew is likely another name for Nathaniel. See John 1:45.
e	 10:3 Or “Lebbaeus.”
f 	 10:4 Or “the patriot.” The Zealot party was also known as the Daggar party. Some manuscripts 

read “Simon the Canaanite.”
g	 10:4 The name Judas is actually Judah. Iscariot is not his last name, but could be taken from 

the name of the town, Kerioth, twelve miles south of Hebron. But more plausibly, Iscariot is 
taken from a Hebrew word meaning “lock,” Judah being a locksmith. He likely was the one 
chosen to lock the collection bag, which means he had the key and could pilfer the fund at will. 
It is his sad history that he wanted to lock up Jesus and control him for his own ends.

h	 10:5 Or “Don’t go on the paths of the non-Jewish people.”
i	 10:6 The Hebrew Matthew is “the sheep who have strayed from the house of Israel.”
j	 10:7 The Hebrew Matthew and a few Greek manuscripts add the call to repentance with the 

word “Repent (turn from sin and turn to God), for the kingdom of heaven approaches.”
k	 10:8 Or “the weak.”
l	 10:8 The Aramaic is “cure the insane.”
m	10:8 That is, don’t charge for preaching the gospel.
n	 10:9 Or “Don’t take gold, silver, or copper.” The Hebrew Matthew is “Don’t heap up silver and 

gold in your money belts.” The Aramaic has the nuance of more than not taking money, but 
of not going after the accumulation of money by using God’s anointing.

o	 10:10 Or “Don’t take sandals or a staff,” which is likely a figure of speech for “Travel light.” The 
reason Jesus told his disciples to leave their things behind is that they already had what was 
most important. Our “money” or wealth is in the kingdom realm of God. Our “clothing” is the 
garment of righteousness we wear in Christ. Our “backpack” points to our past experiences, 

Jesus Sends Out His Twelve Apostles

10 Jesus gathered his twelvea dis-
ciples and imparted to them 

authority to cast out demons and to 
heal every sicknessb and every disease.

2Now, these are the names of the 
twelve apostles: first, Simon, who is 
nicknamed Peter, and Andrew, his 
brother. And then Jacobc and John, 
sons of Zebedee. 3Next were Phillip 
and Bartholomew;d then Thomas and 
Matthew, the tax collector; Jacob the 
son of Alphaeus; Thaddeus;e 4Simon, 
the former member of the Zealot 
party,f and Judas the locksmith, who 
eventually betrayed Jesus.g

5Jesus sent out the Twelve with these 
instructions: “Don’t go into any Gentile 
or Samaritan territory.h 6Go instead and 
find the lost sheepi among the people 
of Israel. 7And as you go, preach this 
message: ‘Heaven’s kingdom realm 
is accessible, close enough to touch.’j 
8You must continually bring healing 
to lepers and to those who are sick,k 
and make it your habit to break off the 
demonic presence from people,l and 
raise the dead back to life. Freelym you 
have received the power of  the king-
dom, so freely release it to others. 9You 
won’t need a lot of money.n 10Travel 
light,o and don’t even pack an extra 
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32    Matthew 10

which we tend to carry as weights on our backs. We leave our past behind since it no longer 
exists in Christ. Our “shoes” become a picture of the good news we walk in as we experience 
his continual peace. Our “staff” is a symbol of authority, and we take with us no other author-
ity but Christ’s. We can leave it all behind since we take it all with us in Christ.

a	 10:11 Or “worthy”; that is, “deserving of your confidence.” The “worthy” man would be one 
who welcomed the disciples into his home, providing hospitality to them.

b	 10:14 Shaking dust off of one’s feet when leaving a city demonstrates that you would not 
take their defilement with you. The “uncleanness” could also refer to any bitter response 
to the rejection they experienced. They were to “shake it off” before they went to their next 
assignment.

c	 10:16 Or “innocent.”
d	 10:17 Although this can be translated “synagogues,” it is actually a gathering of people. No 

one would be scourged in a synagogue building. See Luke 4:28–30. The Sinaiticus version of 
Matthew is “courts of justice.”

e	 10:18 This prophecy of Jesus was fulfilled many times over with the apostles of the Lamb.
f 	 10:20 See Ex. 4:12.
g	 10:22 There is found here one of the agrapha, quoted from an earlier gospel manuscript that 

has been lost, which reads, “As often as you fall, rise up, and you will be saved.” Akolouthia of  
Confession (Evans, The Historical Jesus; 2004, supra, at 213).

change of clothes in your backpack. 
Trust God for everything, because the 
one who works for him deserves to be 
provided for.

11“Whatever village or town you 
enter, search for an honorablea man 
who will let you into his home until 
you leave for the next town. 12Once 
you enter a house, speak to the family 
there and say, ‘God’s blessing of peace 
be upon this house!’ 13And if those liv-
ing there welcome you, let your peace 
come upon the house. But if you are 
rejected, that blessing of peace will 
come back upon you. 14And if anyone 
doesn’t listen to you and rejects your 
message, when you leave that house 
or town, shake the dust off your feet.b 
15Mark my words, on the day of judg-
ment the wicked people who lived in 
the land of Sodom and Gomorrah will 
have a lesser degree of judgment than 
the city that rejects you, for the people 
of  Sodom and Gomorrah did not have 
the opportunity that was given to them! 
16Now, remember, it is I who sends you 
out, even though you feel vulnerable 
as lambs going into a pack of wolves. 

So be as shrewd as snakes yet as 
harmlessc as doves.”

Jesus Warns His Apostles of 
Persecution
17“Be on your guard! For there will be 
those who will betray you before their 
religious councils and brutally beat 
you with whips in their public gath-
erings.d 18And because you follow me, 
they will take you to stand trial in front 
of rulers and even kings as an oppor-
tunity to testify of me before them 
and the unbelievers.e 19So when they 
arrest you, don’t worry about how to 
speak or what you are to say, for the 
Holy Spirit will give you at that very 
moment the words to speak. 20It won’t 
be you speaking but the Spirit of your 
Father speaking through you.f

21“A brother will betray his brother 
unto death—even a father his child! 
Children will rise up against their 
parents and have them put to death. 
22Expect to be hated by all because of 
my name, but be faithful to the end 
and you will experience life and deliv-
erance.g 23And when they persecute 
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Matthew 10    33

a	 10:25 Or Baal-zebub, a derisive term for Satan. There is some evidence that the Hebrew word 
Baal-zebub could also mean “lord of tricks” (or “trickster”).

b	 10:30–31 Or “even the hairs of your head are numbered.”
c	 10:33 The Aramaic can be translated “he who blasphemes me.”
d	 10:34 Or “I have not come to bring peace but a sword.” The Aramaic word harba can mean 

either “sword” or “war.” The Greek is “sword” (of division). Either term signifies division.
e	 10:35 The Hebrew Matthew adds here, “For there will be five in a house, three against two and 

two against three, father against son and son against father, and they will stand alone.” This 
is missing from the Greek manuscripts.

f 	 10:36 See Mic. 7:6.
g	 10:37 Or “is of no use to me.” The Hebrew Matthew is “I am not suitable for him.”
h	 10:39 Or “Anyone who clings to his own life [soul, self, being].”
i	 10:40 Justin Martyr (AD 165) cited this verse but translated it, possibly from an earlier manu-

script, “He who hears me hears Him who sent me” (First Apology LXXXII).
j	 10:41 Or “in the name of a prophet.” See 1 Kings 17:9–24; 2 Kings 4:9–37.

you in one town, flee to another. But 
I promise you this: you will not deliver 
all the cities and towns of Israel before 
the Son of Man comes.

24“A student is not superior to his 
teacher any more than a servant 
would be greater than his master. 
25The student must be satisfied to 
share his teacher’s fate and the ser-
vant his master’s. If they have called 
the head of the family ‘lord of flies,’a 
no wonder they malign the members 
of his family.

26“Don’t be afraid or intimidated by 
others, for God will bring everything 
out into the open and every secret will 
be told. 27What I say to you in the dark, 
repeat in broad daylight, and what you 
hear in a whisper, announce it publicly. 
28Don’t be in fear of those who can kill 
only the body but not your soul. Fear 
only God, who is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell. 29You can buy two 
sparrows for only a copper coin, yet not 
even one sparrow falls from its nest 
without the knowledge of your Father. 
Aren’t you worth much more to God 
than many sparrows? 30–31So don’t worry. 
For your Father cares deeply about even 
the smallest detail of your life.b

32“If you openly and publicly 
acknowledge me, I will freely and 

openly acknowledge you before my 
heavenly Father. 33But if you publicly 
deny that you know me,c I will also 
deny you before my heavenly Father.

34“Perhaps you think I’ve come 
to spread peace and calm over the 
earth—but my coming will bring con-
flict and division,d not peace. 35Because 
of me,

A son will turn against his father,
a daughter her mother
and against her mother-in-law.e

36Within your own families you will 
find enemies.f

37“Whoever loves father or mother 
or son or daughter more than me is 
not fit to be my disciple.g 38And who-
ever comes to me must follow in my 
steps and be willing to share my cross 
and experience it as his own, or he is 
not worthy of me. 39Those who cling 
to their livesh will give up true life. But 
those who let go of their lives for my 
sake and surrender it all to me will dis-
cover true life!

40“Whoever receives you receives 
me, and whoever receives me receives 
the One who sent me.i 41Whoever 
receives a prophet because he is God’s 
messengerj will share a prophet’s 
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34    Matthew 11

a	 10:41 Or “in the name of a righteous person.”
b	 11:5 This fulfills many Old Testament references to the coming of the Messiah, including Isa. 

29:18–19; 35:5–6; 61:1. Jesus is assuring John that the message he brings is life and salvation, 
not judgment and wrath.

c	 11:7 Or “a reed shaken by the wind?”
d	 11:8 See Matt. 3:4.
e	 11:10 Or “angel.”
f 	 11:10 This is quoted from Mal. 3:1.
g	 11:12 Or “The kingdom of heaven is entered into by force, and violent ones take hold of it.” 

This is one of the most difficult passages in Matthew to translate from the Greek. When the 
Greek words are translated into Hebrew it becomes a clear reference to Mic. 2:12–13 and 
includes the “breaking forth [Hb. peretz].”

h	 11:13 That is, the first five books of the Bible (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy).

i	 11:15 Or “Anyone who has ears to hear, let him hear,” an idiom that means “You’d better listen!”

reward. And whoever welcomes a 
righteous person because he follows 
mea will also share in his reward. 42And 
whoever gives a cup of cold water to 
one of my disciples, I promise you, he 
will not go unrewarded.”

Jesus and John the Baptizer

11 After Jesus finished giving 
instructions to his twelve disci-

ples, he went on to minister in differ-
ent villages throughout the region.

2Now, while John the Baptizer was 
in prison, he heard about the won-
derful deeds of the Christ, so he sent 
his disciples to ask him this question: 
3“Are you really the one the prophets 
said would come, or should we still 
wait for another?”

4Jesus answered them, “Give John 
this report: 5‘The blind see again, the 
crippled walk, lepers are cured, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised back 
to life, and the poor and broken now 
hear of the hope of salvation!’b 6And 
tell John that the blessing of heaven 
comes to those who are not offended 
over me.”

7As they were leaving, Jesus began 
to speak to the crowd about John. 
“What kind of man did you see when 
you went out into the wilderness? Did 

you expect to see a man who would be 
easily intimidated?c 8Who was he? Did 
you expect to see a man decked out 
in the splendid fashion of the day?d 
Those who wear fancy clothes live like 
kings in palaces. 9Or did you encoun-
ter a true prophet out in the lonely wil-
derness? Yes, John was a prophet like 
those of the past, but he is even more 
than that! 10He was the fulfillment of 
this Scripture:

See, I am sending my prophetic 
messengere

who will go ahead of me
and prepare hearts to receive me.f

11“For I tell you the truth, throughout 
history there has never been a man 
who surpasses John the Baptizer. Yet 
the least of those who now experience 
heaven’s kingdom will become even 
greater than he. 12From the moment 
John stepped onto the scene until 
now, the realm of heaven’s kingdom is 
bursting forth, and passionate people 
have taken hold of its power.g 13For all 
the prophets and the Torahh prophe-
sied until John appeared. 14If you can 
receive this truth, John is the Elijah 
who was destined to come. 15So listen 
and understand what I’m telling you.i
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a	 11:16 Or “in the marketplaces.”
b	 11:19 As translated from Hebrew Matthew.
c	 11:19 Or more literally “Wisdom is vindicated by all her children” (Gr. teknon) (some manu-

scripts, “by her deeds”). The Aramaic word can mean either “servant” (disciple) or “works,” 
which would explain the difference in some Greek manuscripts.

d	 11:21 The Hebrew Matthew is “Sodom.”
e	 11:22 Tyre and Sidon were two gentile cities on the Mediterranean coast that were known for 

their wickedness.
f 	 11:23 See Isa. 14:13–15.
g	 11:28 Many times Jesus said, “Come after (follow) me,” but only here does he say, “Come to 

me.” See Ex. 33:14; Matt. 23:4.
h	 11:28 As translated from the Aramaic.
i	 11:29 Or “Bend your neck to my yoke.” The metaphor of a yoke is that it joins two animals to 

work as one. It is not simply work or toil that is the focus here, but union with Christ.

16“How could I describe the people 
of this generation? You’re like children 
playing games on the playground,a 
yelling at their playmates, 17‘You don’t 
like it when we want to play Wedding! 
And you don’t like it when we want to 
play Funeral! You will neither dance 
nor mourn.’ 18Why is it that when 
John came to you, neither feasting 
nor drinking wine, you said, ‘He has 
a demon in him!’? 19Yet when the Son 
of Man came and went to feasts and 
drank wine, you said, ‘Look at this 
man! He is nothing but a glutton and a 
drunkard! He spends all his time with 
tax collectors and other sinners.’b But 
God’s wisdom will become visible by 
those who embrace it.”c

Jesus Criticizes Unrepentant Cities
20Then Jesus began to openly denounce 
the cities where he had done most of 
his mighty miracles, because the peo-
ple failed to turn away from sin and 
return to God. 21He said, “How tragic 
it will be for the city of Korazin! And 
how horrible for the city of Bethsaida! 
For if the powerful miracles that I per-
formed in Korazin and Bethsaida had 
been done in Tyre and Sidon,d they 
would have humbled themselves and 
repented, and turned from their sins. 
22Tyre and Sidone will be better off on 

judgment day than you! 23And Caper-
naum—do you really think you’ll be 
exalted because of the great miracles I 
have done there? No! You’ll be brought 
down to the depths of hellf because of 
your rejection of me. For if the miracles 
I worked in your streets were done in 
Sodom, it would still be standing today! 
24But I tell you, it will be more bearable 
for the region of Sodom in the day of 
judgment than it will be for you.”

Jesus Invites Everyone to Come
25Then Jesus exclaimed, “Father, thank 
you, for you are Lord, the Supreme 
Ruler over heaven and earth! And 
you have hidden the great revelation 
of your authority from those who are 
proud and think they are wise and 
unveiled it instead to little children. 
Yes, Father, you’ve chosen this gra-
cious plan to extend your kingdom. 
27You have entrusted me with all that 
you are and all that you have. No one 
fully and intimately knows the Son 
except the Father. And no one fully and 
intimately knows the Father except 
the Son. But the Son is able to unveil 
the Father to anyone he chooses.

28“Are you weary, carrying a heavy 
burden? Come to me.g I will refresh 
your life, for I am your oasis.h 29Sim-
ply join your life with mine.i Learn my 
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a	 11:29 The Aramaic is “tranquil” or “peaceful.”
b	 11:29 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew. The Aramaic could be translated “Come to me 

and I will cheer [refresh] you. I am cheerful [refreshing] and humble in heart, and you will find 
cheer [refreshing] for your soul.”

c	 11:30 Or “kind” (or “delightful”).
d	 11:30 See Ps. 55:22.
e	 12:1 The Hebrew word for Sabbath comes from shavat, which is the verb “to rest.” What was 

designed to be a day of rest and intimacy with God and family was now complicated by a host 
of rules and traditions.

f 	 12:1 As found in Hebrew Matthew.
g	 12:2 Or “doing what is unlawful.”
h	 12:4 That is, the tabernacle. See 1 Sam. 21:1–6. Ancient Jewish tradition states that David did 

this on a Sabbath day. See also Lev. 24:5–9.
i	 12:4 Or “loaves of presentation.” See Ezek. 44:15–16.
j	 12:6 We must always remember that Jesus is greater than the Sabbath and greater than the 

Temple. We have him in our hearts, and the Sabbath can never take his place. Since the Holy 
of Holies is now living within us, there is no need for another temple.

k	 12:7 See Hos. 6:6. Mercy is greater than ritual.
l	 12:8 Jesus made three startling statements that stunned those who heard him. First he said 

that he was greater than the temple (v. 6), then that God didn’t want sacrifices but mercy (v. 7), 
and finally that he, the Messiah, was the Lord of the Sabbath. Don’t be surprised when Jesus 
shocks you with truth that is outside your understanding.

m	12:10 There is a reading given by Jerome which inserts here these words, possibly from an 
older manuscript of Hebrew Matthew: “I was a stonemason working with my hands. Jesus, I 
beg you to heal me so that I don’t have to shamefully beg for food.” See Jerome, Commentary 
in Matthew xii:13 (de Santos 23).

ways and you’ll discover that I’m gen-
tle,a humble, easy to please. You will 
find refreshment and rest in me.b 30For 
all that I require of you will be pleas-
antc and easy to bear.”d

Jesus, Lord over the Sabbath

12 One Saturday, on the day 
of rest,e Jesus and his disci-

ples were walking through a field of 
wheat. The disciples were hungry, so 
they plucked off some heads of grain 
and rubbed them in their handsf to eat. 
2But when some of the Pharisees saw 
what was happening, they said to him, 
“Look! Your disciples shouldn’t be har-
vesting graing on the Sabbath!”

3Jesus responded, “Haven’t you ever 
read what King David and his men 
did when they were hungry? 4They 
entered the house of Godh and ate 
the sacred bread of God’s presence,i 

violating the law by eating bread that 
only the priests were allowed to eat.

5“And haven’t you read in the Torah 
that the priests violated the rules of 
the Sabbath by carrying out their 
duties in the temple on a Saturday, 
and yet they are without blame? 6But 
I say to you, there is one here who is 
even greater than the temple.j 7If only 
you could learn the meaning of the 
words ‘I want compassion more than a 
sacrifice,’k you wouldn’t be condemn-
ing my innocent disciples. 8For the Son 
of Man exercises his lordship over the 
Sabbath.”l

9Then Jesus left them and went into 
the synagogue where 10he encountered 
a man who had an atrophied, para-
lyzed hand.m The fault-finding Phar-
isees asked Jesus, “Is it permissible 
to perform a work of healing on the 
Sabbath?” They only asked him this 
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a	 12:10 The Aramaic is “They were like pests who wanted to devour him.”
b	 12:12 As translated from the Aramaic. The Greek is “to do (morally) good.”
c	 12:13 This is the first of seven miracles Jesus performed on the Sabbath. See Mark 1:21–6, 

29–31; Luke 13:10–13; 14:1–4; John 5:1–9; 9:13–16.
d	 12:17 See Isa. 42:1–4.
e	 12:18 Or “Here is my son.”
f 	 12:18 The Aramaic is literally “He has sun-shined my being.”
g	 12:18 Or “judgment.”
h	 12:20 Or “A bruised reed he will not break and a smoldering wick he will not extinguish.” 

The Hebrew Matthew adds a phrase here that corresponds to Isa. 42: “He will not fail or be 
discouraged.”

i	 12:21 Hebrew Matthew is “The islands will wait for his teachings.”
j	 12:23 Or “Could he be the Son of David,” a title used for the Messiah.
k	 12:24 Or “Beelzebub” (Baal-zebub), a title used for Satan. See footnote on Matt. 10:25.

question because they hoped to accuse 
him of breaking the Jewish laws.a

11He answered them, “If any of you 
had a lamb that fell into a ditch on 
the Sabbath, wouldn’t you reach out 
your hand and lift it out? 12Isn’t a man 
much more valuable than a lamb? So 
of course, it’s always proper to do mir-
acles,b even on the Sabbath.”

13Then he turned to the man and 
said, “Hold out your hand!” And as he 
stretched it out, it was restored, exactly 
like the other.c

14Immediately the Pharisees went 
out and started to scheme about how 
they would destroy him. 15Jesus knew 
what they were thinking, so he left by 
another way. Massive crowds followed 
him from there, and he healed all 
who were sick. 16However, he sternly 
warned them not to tell others or dis-
close his real identity, 17in order to ful-
fill the prophecy of Isaiah:d

18Take a careful look at my servant,e 
my chosen one.

I love him dearly
and I find all my delight in him.f

I will breathe my Spirit upon him
and he will decree justiceg to the 
nations.

19He will not quarrel or raise his 
voice in public.

20He won’t brush aside the bruised 
and broken.

He will be gentle with the weak 
and feeble,h

until his victory releases justice.
21And the fame of his name
will birth hope among the people.i

Jesus Frees a Demonized Man
22Then a man was brought before 
Jesus who had a demon spirit that 
made him both blind and mute. Jesus 
healed him instantly, and he could see 
and talk again! 23The crowds went wild 
with amazement as they witnessed 
this miracle. And they kept saying to 
one another, “Could this man be the 
Messiah?”j

24But when the Pharisees overheard 
what the people were saying, they said, 
“He casts out demons by the power of 
Satan,k the prince of demons!”

25Jesus supernaturally perceived 
their thoughts and motives, so he told 
them this parable:

“Any kingdom that fights against 
itself is reduced to ruins. And any 
family or community splintered by 
strife will fall apart. 26So if Satan casts 
out Satan, he is making war on him-
self. How then could his kingdom 
stand? 27So if Satan empowers me to 
cast out demons, who empowers your 

Property of BroadStreet Publishing.  Do not duplicate.



38    Matthew 12

a	 12:27 Or “your sons,” and by implication, “your followers” (who are exorcists).
b	 12:27 In other words, to condemn Jesus as working by Satan’s power would be to condemn 

their own exorcists.
c	 12:28 As translated from Hebrew Matthew and implied in the Greek. The Greek text, some-

what ambiguously, reads, “then the kingdom of God has approached.” The Hebrew Matthew 
cohesively fits Jesus’ parable in making the conclusion that the end of Satan’s kingdom has 
arrived for he has bound the mighty one (Satan) and ransacked his house (kingdom). Regard-
less, one indeed implies the other.

d	 12:30 Jesus is saying, “This is a war with no neutrality. Join my side or you will miss the spoils 
of victory and be forever scattered.”

e	 12:30 The Hebrew Matthew is “He who does not join me denies me.”
f 	 12:34 Or “You are the sons of snakes”; that is, their inner identity was like a striking, venom-

ous viper.
g	 12:34 The Hebrew Matthew reads, “Truly the heart awakens and the mouth speaks.”
h	 12:36 Or “worthless word.” The Aramaic is “every untrue word.”
i	 12:36 The agrapha includes a sentence here, also quoted by Justin Martyr: “In the words I find 

you saying, in those I will judge you.” See Justin Martyr, Dialogue 47:5.
j	 12:39 After experiencing the many miracles of Jesus’ love and power, and hearing his words 

of grace, for them to demand a further sign is what distinguished that generation as “evil.”

exorcistsa to cast them out? Go ask 
them, let them be your judges.b 28But, if 
I drive out demons by the power of the 
Spirit of God, then the end of Satan’s 
kingdom has come!c 29Who would dare 
enter the house of a mighty man and 
steal his property? First he must be 
overpowered and tied up by one who 
is stronger than he. Then his entire 
house can be plundered.

30“So join with me,d for if you’re not 
on my side you are against me. And if 
you refuse to help me gather the spoils, 
you are making things worse.e 31This is 
why I warn you. God will forgive peo-
ple for every sin and blasphemy except 
one. There is no forgiveness for the sin 
of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 
32If anyone speaks evil of me, the Son 
of Man, he can be forgiven; but if any-
one speaks against the Holy Spirit, it 
will never be forgiven, now or ever!”

Only Good Trees Bear Good Fruit
33“You must determine if a tree is good 
or rotten. You can recognize good trees 
by their delicious fruit. But if you find 
rotten fruit, you can be certain that the 

tree is rotten. The fruit defines the tree. 
34But you who are known as the Phar-
isees are rotten to the core like ven-
omous snakes.f How can your words 
be good if you are rotten within? For 
what has been stored up in your hearts 
will be heard in the overflow of your 
words!g

35“When virtue is stored within, the 
hearts of good, upright people will 
produce good fruit. But when evil is 
hidden within, those who are evil will 
produce evil fruit. 36You can be sure of 
this: when the day of judgment comes, 
everyone will be held accountable for 
every careless wordh he has spoken.i 
37Your very words will be used as evi-
dence, and your words will declare 
you either innocent or guilty.”

The Sign of Jonah
38Then a few Jewish scholars and Phar-
isees spoke up and said, “Teacher, why 
don’t you perform a miraculous sign 
for us.”

39Jesus replied, “Only evil peo-
ple who are unfaithful to God would 
demand a sign.j There will be no sign 
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a	 12:41 The Aramaic is “tribe.” The Ninevites (modern-day Mosul, Iraq) were pagans, yet 
through the preaching of one prophet they converted. The people of Israel had many prophets 
throughout their history, and the greatest Prophet of all was now preaching to them, yet they 
refused to listen.

b	 12:42 Literally “the queen of the south.” See 1 Kings 10:1–13. Sheba is modern-day Yemen.
c	 12:44 As translated from the Aramaic. The Greek is “swept clean and put in order.”
d	 12:50 Our true identity is dependent upon our obedience to our Father in heaven.
e	 13:3 The Aramaic and Greek use a word for “parable” that means “a metaphor, allegory, sim-

ile, illustration, comparison, figure of speech, riddle, or enigmatic saying that is meant to stim-
ulate intense thought.” Throughout Hebrew history wise men, prophets, and teachers used 
parables and allegories as a preferred method of teaching spiritual truths. Poets would write 
their riddles and musicians would sing their proverbs with verbal imagery. Jesus never taught 
the people without using allegory and parables (Matt. 13:34). As a true prophet, one of Jesus’ 
preferred methods of teaching was allegory. To deny the validity of allegorical teaching is to 
ignore the teaching methods of Jesus, the Living Word. This chapter contains seven parables 

given to you except the sign of the 
prophet Jonah. 40For as Jonah was in 
the belly of the huge sea creature for 
three days and three nights, so the Son 
of Man will be in the heart of the earth 
for three days and three nights. 41The 
people of Nineveh will also rise up 
on the day of judgment to condemn 
this generation.a For they all repented 
when they heard the preaching of 
Jonah. And there is one greater than 
Jonah here preaching to you today! 
42Even the Queen of Shebab will rise up 
on the day of judgment to condemn 
this generation for its unbelief! She 
journeyed from a far and distant land 
just to hear the wisdom of King Solo-
mon. Yet now there is one greater than 
Solomon speaking to you today.”

Demons
43“When a demon is cast out of a per-
son, it roams around a dry region, 
looking for a place to rest, but never 
finds it. 44Then it says, ‘I’ll return to 
the house I moved out of,’ and so it 
goes back, only to find that the house 
is vacant, warm, and ready for it to 
move back in.c 45So it goes looking for 
seven other demons more evil than 
itself, and they all enter together to 
live there. Then the person’s condition 

becomes much worse than it was in 
the beginning. This describes what 
will also happen to the people of this 
evil generation.”

Jesus’ True Family
46While Jesus was still speaking to the 
crowds, his mother and brothers came 
and stood outside, asking for him to 
come out and speak with them. 47Then 
someone said, “Look, your mother and 
brothers are standing outside, wanting 
to have a word with you.” 48But Jesus 
just looked at him and said, “Let me 
introduce you to my true mother and 
brothers.” 49Then gesturing to the dis-
ciples gathered around him, he said, 
“Look closely, for this is my true fam-
ily. 50When you obey my heavenly 
Father, that makes you a part of my 
true family.”d

The Parables of Jesus

13 Later that day, Jesus left the 
house and sat by the lakeshore 

to teach the people. 2Soon, there were 
so many people surrounding him that 
he had to teach sitting in a boat while 
the large crowd stood on the shore. 
3He taught them many things by using 
stories, parables to illustrate spiritual 
truths,e saying:
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of Jesus: (1) the parable of the sower, (2) the parable of the wheat and weeds, (3) the parable 
of the net, (4) the parable of the tiny mustard seed, (5) the parable of yeast, (6) the parable of 
the hidden treasure, and (7) the parable of the costly pearl.

a	 13:3 The word seeds does not even appear in this parable or in the interpretation Jesus gave 
his disciples (vv. 18–23). What the farmer is sowing is the “children of the kingdom” (v. 38). 
We who believe the message of the kingdom of God are the seeds that this farmer is spread-
ing throughout the earth. The seed is the reality of Christ and his kingdom realm living inside 
of us.

b	 13:9 Or “The one with ears to hear should use them.” See also v. 43.
c	 13:11 The Greek word musterion is found twenty-seven times in the New Testament and means 

“secrets” or “mysteries.” The mysteries of heaven’s kingdom realm are spiritual insights into 
the nature and ways of God. Jesus Christ can only be fully understood by the spirit, not merely 
by the intellect of man. Jesus taught his disciples using the cryptic language of parables to 
move them beyond intellectual abilities and engage the spirit. If the listener had a hunger to 
learn with an open, teachable heart, then Jesus’ words brought life and understanding. We 
must always be those who push aside our opinions and traditions to glean the deepest mean-
ing of all that Jesus did and taught. See also Job 15:8; Prov. 3:32; 1 Cor. 2:14; Col. 2:2; 4:3.

d	 13:12 Or “To he who has, more will be given.” This is an obvious ellipsis that, in the context, 
refers to having an open heart to receive the understanding of the mysteries of the kingdom 
of heaven.

e	 13:12 Or “until they habitually superabound” (with understanding).
f 	 13:12 As translated from Hebrew Matthew.
g	 13:15 The Aramaic is “waterlogged.”

“Consider this: There was a farmer 
who went out to sow seeds.a 4As he cast 
his seeds, some fell along the beaten 
path and the birds came and ate them. 
5Others fell onto gravel that had no top-
soil. They quickly shot up, 6but when 
the days grew hot, they were scorched 
and withered because they had insuf-
ficient roots. 7Others fell among the 
thorns, so when they sprouted, the 
thorns choked them. 8But other seeds 
fell on good, rich soil that kept pro-
ducing a good harvest. Some yielded 
thirty, some sixty, and some even one 
hundred times as much as he planted! 
9If you’re able to understand this, then 
you need to respond.”b

10Then his disciples approached 
Jesus and asked, “Why do you always 
speak to people in these hard-to-
understand parables?”

11He explained, “You’ve been given 
the intimate experience of insight into 
the hidden mysteriesc of the realm of 
heaven’s kingdom, but they have not. 

12For everyone who listens with an 
open heart will receive progressively 
more revelationd until he has more 
than enough.e But those who don’t 
listen with an open, teachable heart, 
even the understanding that they 
think they have will be taken from 
them.f 13That’s why I teach the people 
using parables, because they think 
they’re looking for truth, yet because 
their hearts are unteachable, they 
never discover it. Although they will 
listen to me, they never fully perceive 
the message I speak. 14The prophecy 
of Isaiah describes them perfectly:

Although they listen carefully to 
everything I speak,

they don’t understand a thing I 
say.

They look and pretend to see,
but the eyes of their hearts are 
closed.

15Their minds are dull and slow to 
perceive,g
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a	 13:15 See Isa. 6:9–10.
b	 13:16 As translated from the Aramaic. Or “Your eyes have a blessing resting upon them 

because they see, and your ears because they hear.”
c	 13:19 The Aramaic can be translated “He hears of the manifestation of the kingdom.” It is 

found also in vv. 20, 21, 22, and 23.
d	 13:20 Hebrew Matthew is “the word of the Mighty One.”
e	 13:20 Implied by the “shallow” soil, representing a shallow interest that doesn’t sink spiritual 

roots into the truth of God.
f 	 13:21 Or “gets offended” or “is made to stumble.”
g	 13:22 Or “deceptive riches.” See Prov. 23:4–5.
h	 13:22 Hebrew Matthew adds a phrase here: “and the Adversary causes him to forget the word 

of God.”
i	 13:24 Or “set before them.” See also vv. 31 and 33.
j	 13:25 Or “darnel” or “rye grass.” The Greek word zizanion is a noxious weed (Lolium temelen-

tum) that appears from a distance to look like wheat, but has poisonous black seeds. See Fauna 
and Flora of  the Bible (London: United Bible Societies, 1980), 194.

their ears are plugged and are 
hard of hearing,

and they have deliberately shut 
their eyes to the truth.

Otherwise they would open their 
eyes to see,

and open their ears to hear,
and open their minds to 
understand.

Then they would turn to me
and I would instantly heal them.a

16“But blissful are your eyes, for they 
see. Delighted are your ears, for they are 
open to hear all these things.b 17Many 
prophets and godly people yearned to 
see these days of miracles that you’ve 
been favored to see. They would have 
given everything to hear the revelation 
you’ve been favored to hear.

18“Now you are ready to hear the 
explanation of the parable of the 
sower:

19“What was sown along the path 
represents the one who listens to the 
message of the kingdomc but doesn’t 
understand it. The Adversary then 
comes and snatches away what was 
sown into his heart.

20“The one sown on gravel rep-
resents the person who gladly hears 

the kingdom message,d but his expe-
rience remains shallow.e 21Shortly after 
he hears it, troubles and persecutions 
come because of the kingdom mes-
sage he received. Then he quickly falls 
away,f for the truth didn’t sink deeply 
into his heart.

22“The one sown among thorns 
represents one who receives the mes-
sage, but all of life’s busy distractions, 
his divided heart, and his ambition 
for wealthg result in suffocating the 
kingdom message and it becomes 
fruitless.h

23“But what was sown on good, rich 
soil represents the one who hears and 
fully embraces the message of the 
kingdom. Their lives bear good fruit—
some yield a harvest of thirty, sixty, 
even one hundred times as much as 
was sown.”

The Parable of the Weeds
24Then Jesus taught themi another 
parable:

“Heaven’s kingdom can be compared 
to a farmer who planted good seed 
in his field. 25But when everyone was 
asleep, an enemy came and planted 
weedsj among the wheat and ran away. 
26When the wheat sprouted and bore 
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a	 13:33 These two parables, about the tiny mustard seed and the yeast, both teach of God’s 
kingdom having a small beginning but growing until its influence permeates and prevails into 
all the earth. The “three measures [Hb. seahs] of flour” was nearly twenty-two kilos, enough 
to feed three hundred people. What once looked unimpressive rises to impact and feed many. 
The number three always points to resurrection life.

b	 13:35 As translated from the Aramaic. The Hebrew Matthew is “I will speak with riddles from 
ancient times.” See Ps. 78:2; Prov. 25:2. A parable has hidden meaning. Everything stands for 
something else. Jesus interprets and unlocks the meaning of the Word to us.

c	 13:36 This was likely in Capernaum.
d	 13:39 Or “[God’s] angels.” In both Greek and Hebrew the word angels can also refer to human 

messengers.

grain, the weeds also appeared. 27So 
the farmer’s hired hands came to him 
and said, ‘Sir, wasn’t that good seed 
that you sowed in the field? Where did 
all these weeds come from?’

28“He answered, ‘This has to be the 
work of an enemy!’

“They replied, ‘Do you want us to go 
and gather up all the weeds?’

29“ ‘No,’ he said. ‘If you pull out the 
weeds you might uproot the wheat at 
the same time. 30Let them both grow 
together until the harvest. At that time, 
I’ll tell my harvesters to gather the 
weeds first and tie them all in bundles 
to be burned. Then they will harvest 
the wheat and put it into my barn.’ ”

The Parable of the Tiny Mustard Seed
31Then Jesus taught them another 
parable:

“Heaven’s kingdom can be com-
pared to the tiny mustard seed that 
a man takes and plants in his field. 
32Although the smallest of all the 
seeds, it eventually grows into the 
greatest of garden plants, becoming a 
tree for birds to come and build their 
nests in its branches.”

The Parable of the Yeast
33Then he taught them another parable:

“Heaven’s kingdom can be com-
pared to yeast that a woman takes and 
blends into three measures of flour 

and then waits until all the dough 
rises.”a

Prophecy and Parables
34Whenever Jesus addressed the 
crowds, he always spoke in allego-
ries. He never spoke without using 
parables. 35He did this to fulfill the 
prophecy:

I will speak to you in allegories.
I will reveal secrets that have been 
concealed

since before the foundation of the 
world.b

Jesus Explains the Parables
36Jesus left the crowds and went inside 
the house where he was staying.c Then 
his disciples approached him and 
asked, “Please explain the deeper 
meaning of the parable of the weeds 
growing in the field of wheat.”

37He answered, “The man who 
sowed his field with good seed is the 
Son of Man. 38And the field is the world. 
The good seeds I sow are the children 
of the kingdom realm. The weeds are 
the children of the Evil One, 39and the 
enemy who sows them is the devil. 
The harvest points to the end of this 
age, and the harvesters are God’s mes-
sengers.d 40As the weeds are bundled 
up and thrown into the fire, so it will 
be at the close of the age. 41The Son 
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a	 13:42 Or “gnashing of teeth,” a metaphor for despair and torment. The Aramaic can be trans-
lated “thrown into the essence of fire.” The Aramaic word athuna can mean either “furnace” 
or “essence.” See also v. 50.

b	 13:43 See Judg. 5:31; Song. 6:10; Isa. 60:1; Dan. 12:3.
c	 13:44 See also Prov. 2:4. The most accepted interpretation of this parable is that Jesus is the 

treasure, but Jesus taught that the field is the world (v. 38). The allegory breaks down, for a 
believer doesn’t sell all he has (works) and then buy the world to find Jesus (the treasure). It is 
more plausible to view the hidden treasure as a symbol of you and me. Jesus is the man who 
sold all that he owned, leaving his exalted place of glory to come and pay for the sin of the 
whole world with his own blood just so he could have you, his treasure. Heaven’s kingdom 
realm is experienced when we realize what a great price Jesus places on our souls, for he gave 
his sacred blood for us. The re-hiding of the treasure is a hint of our new life, hidden in God. 
See Eph. 1:4; Col. 3:1–5.

d	 13:46 The Aramaic is “unique.” Jesus is the merchant. (See Song. 3:6.) You are the exquisite 
and unique pearl, as his beloved follower, that came from the wounded side of Jesus Christ. 
You prompted him to give up all, including his sacred blood, in exchange for having you as 
his very own. See also Heb. 12:2.

e	 13:46 See Isa. 43:4.
f 	 13:49 Or “angels.”
g	 13:52 Or “scribe.”

of Man will send his messengers, 
and they will uproot everything out 
of his kingdom. All the lawless ones 
and everything that causes sin will be 
removed. 42And they will throw them 
into the fiery furnace, where they will 
experience great sorrow and anguish.a 
43Then the righteous will shine like 
the brightness of the sunb in their 
Father’s kingdom realm. If you’re able 
to understand this, then you’d better 
respond!”

Parables of Hidden Treasure and an 
Extraordinary Pearl
44“Heaven’s kingdom realm can be 
illustrated like this:

“A person discovered that there 
was hidden treasure in a field. Upon 
finding it, he hid it again. Because 
of uncovering such treasure, he was 
overjoyed and sold all that he pos-
sessed to buy the entire field just so he 
could have the treasure.c

45“Heaven’s kingdom realm is also 
like a jewel merchant in search of 

rare pearls. 46When he discovered one 
very preciousd and exquisite pearl, he 
immediately gave up all he had in 
exchange for it.”e

The Parable of the Fishing Net
47“Again, heaven’s kingdom realm is 
like a fisherman who casts his large 
net into the lake, catching an assort-
ment of fish. 48When the net was filled, 
the fishermen hauled it up on the 
shore, and they all sat down to sort out 
their catch. They collected the good in 
baskets and threw the bad away. 49And 
so it will be at the close of the age. The 
messengersf will come and separate 
the evil from among the godly 50and 
throw them into the fiery furnace, 
where they will experience great sor-
row and anguish. 51Now do you under-
stand all this?”

“Yes,” they replied.
52He responded, “Every scholar of 

the Scriptures,g who is instructed in 
the ways of heaven’s kingdom realm, 
is like a wealthy home owner with his 
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44    Matthew 14

a	 13:52 These “new treasures” speak of new insights and understandings that are revealed at 
the proper time. The “old treasures” speak of truths that have been established, founded upon 
what God has already revealed. Teachers are to bring forth the revelation of God and his word 
as treasures to the people. We need both new and old insights.

b	 13:53 The Greek word for “left” is metairo and means “to depart” or “to be lifted up and taken 
from one place to another.”

c	 13:54 The Greek word used here is a compound word that means “to have the breath knocked 
out of you.” This was a common reaction to the teaching ministry of Jesus.

d	 13:55 The Hebrew Matthew is “blacksmith’s son.” The Greek word tekton can be translated 
“carpenter,” “metal worker,” “sculptor,” “artisan,” “stone worker,” or “builder.” The people 
of Jesus’ hometown presumed that Joseph was his father, but Jesus had no earthly father, 
because he was “born of a woman.”

e	 13:56 Implied in the context. See v. 54.
f 	 13:57 The Aramaic is “They were suspicious of him.” The Hebrew Matthew is “They were 

confused about him.”
g	 14:1 This was Herod Antipas, the son of Herod the Great who had the infant boys killed in 

Bethlehem. See Matt. 2:16. Herod Antipas was the one who Jesus stood before to be judged. 
See Luke 23:15.

h	 14:2 The Aramaic is “This is why powers are emanating from him.” Herod believed that it was 
the spirit of John working through Jesus, not the Spirit of God.

i	 14:4 Herod Antipas wanted to take his brother’s wife so he divorced his wife, a Nabatean 
princess, and Herodias divorced Philip so they could marry each other. This was why John 
confronted Herod. See Lev. 18:16.

house filled with treasures both new 
and old.”a

53Right after Jesus taught this series 
of parables, he leftb from there.

Jesus Rejected in His Hometown
54When Jesus arrived in his hometown 
of  Nazareth, he began teaching the 
people in the synagogue. Everyone 
was dazed, overwhelmed with aston-
ishmentc over the depth of revelation 
they were hearing. They said to one 
another, “Where did this man get such 
great wisdom and miraculous powers? 
55Isn’t he just the craftsman’s son?d 
Isn’t his mother named Mary, and his 
four brothers Jacob, Joseph, Simon, 
and Judah? 56And don’t his sisters all 
live here in Nazareth? From where 
then did he get all this revelation and 
power?”e 57And the people became 
offended and began to turn against 
him.f

Jesus said, “There’s only one place a 
prophet isn’t honored—his own home-
town!” 58And their unbelief kept him 
from doing many mighty miracles in 
Nazareth.

John the Baptizer Killed

14 At that time Herod,g the Roman 
ruler over Galilee, heard reports 

about Jesus. 2He told his officials, 
“This man has to be John the Baptizer 
who has come back from the dead. 
That’s why he has this power to work 
miracles.”h

3For Herod had earlier arrested John 
for confronting him for taking the wife 
of his brother Philip. He had John 
thrown in prison and placed in chains 
4because John had repeatedly said to 
him, “It’s not legal or proper for you 
to be married to Herodias, your sister-
in-law!”i 5So Herod wanted John dead, 
but he was afraid of the crowds who Property of BroadStreet Publishing.  Do not duplicate.



Matthew 14    45

a	 14:6 Josephus, the Jewish historian, notes that her daughter was named Salome.
b	 14:14 The Aramaic is “he nurtured them in love and cured their frailties.”
c	 14:20 The miracle took place as the disciples distributed what they had. Each disciple ended 

up with a basket full of leftovers.
d	 14:25 Or “during the fourth watch of the night” (between 3:00 and 6:00 a.m.).

flocked to John because they consid-
ered him to be a prophet.

6During Herod’s birthday celebra-
tion, the daughter of Herodiasa danced 
before Herod and all his distinguished 
guests, which greatly pleased the king. 
7So he said to her in front of them all, 
“I give you my oath, ask of me any-
thing you wish and it will be yours!”

8Because she had been instructed 
by her mother, she said, “I want the 
head of John the Baptizer here on a 
platter!”

9This grieved the king, but because 
of his oath in front of all of his guests, 
10he had John beheaded in prison. 
11They brought in his head and dis-
played it to her on a platter, and she 
then had it shown to her mother.

12John’s disciples went into the 
prison and carried his body away and 
buried it. Then they left to find Jesus 
and tell him what had happened.

Jesus Feeds the Multitude
13On hearing this, Jesus slipped away 
privately by boat to be alone. But 
when the crowds discovered he had 
sailed away, they emerged from all 
the nearby towns and followed him on 
foot. 14So when Jesus landed he had 
a huge crowd waiting for him. Seeing 
so many people, his heart was deeply 
moved with compassion toward them, 
so he healed all the sick who were in 
the crowd.b

15Later that afternoon the disciples 
came to Jesus and said, “It’s going to 
be dark soon and the people are hun-
gry, but there’s nothing to eat here in 

this desolate place. You should send 
the crowds away to the nearby villages 
to buy themselves some food.”

16“They don’t need to leave,” Jesus 
responded. “You can give them some-
thing to eat.”

17They answered, “But all we have is 
five barley loaves and two fish.”

18“Let me have them,” Jesus replied. 
19Then he had everyone sit down on 
the grass and he then took the five 
loaves and two fish. He looked up 
into heaven, gave thanks to God, and 
broke the bread into pieces. He then 
gave it to his disciples, who in turn 
gave it to the crowds. 20And everyone 
ate until they were satisfied, for the 
food was multiplied in front of  their 
eyes!c They picked up the leftovers and 
filled up twelve baskets full! 21There 
were about five thousand men who 
were fed, in addition to many women 
and children!

Jesus Walks on Water
22As soon as the people were fed, Jesus 
told his disciples to get into their boat 
and to go to the other side of the lake 
while he stayed behind to dismiss the 
people. 23After the crowds dispersed, 
Jesus went up into the hills to pray. 
And as night fell he was there praying 
alone.

24But the disciples, who were now in 
the middle of the lake, ran into trou-
ble, for their boat was tossed about by 
the high winds and heavy seas.

25At about four o’clock in the morn-
ing,d Jesus came to them, walking 
on the waves! 26When the disciples 
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46    Matthew 15

a	 14:27 Or “I AM,” which was the name of God used in Ex. 3:14.
b	 14:29 Or “Go for it!”
c	 14:33 Jewish disciples of Jesus bowed down before him, which was an amazing act of wor-

ship (Ex. 20:4–5).
d	 14:33 The Greek word used for “worship,” proskuneo, includes three concepts: to bow, to kiss, 

and to pay homage (worship). All three are included here.
e	 14:34 Gennesaret means “harp.” It was known as a lovely and fertile plain south of Caper-

naum. Lake Galilee was also called the Lake of Gennesaret.
f 	 14:36 See also Matt. 9:21–22; Mark 3:10; Luke 6:19. The power of God exuding from Jesus 

was so incredible that merely touching his prayer shawl (or cloak) would bring instant healing. 
This same power is available to the church today, for Christ, the healer, lives in every believer. 
See also Acts 19:12.

g	 15:1 Or “scribes,” considered to be experts in interpreting Jewish laws.
h	 15:4 See Ex. 20:12; 21:17; Lev. 20:9.

saw him walking on top of the water, 
they were terrified and screamed, “A 
ghost!”

27Then Jesus said, “Be brave and 
don’t be afraid. I am here!”a

28Peter shouted out, “Lord, if it’s 
really you, then have me join you on 
the water!”

29“Come and join me,”b Jesus replied.
So Peter stepped out onto the water 

and began to walk toward Jesus. 
30But when he realized how high the 
waves were, he became frightened 
and started to sink. “Save me, Lord!” 
he cried out.

31Jesus immediately stretched out 
his hand and lifted him up and said, 
“What little faith you have! Why would 
you let doubt win?”

32And the very moment they both 
stepped into the boat, the raging wind 
ceased. 33Then all the disciples bowed 
downc before him and worshiped 
Jesus.d They said in adoration, “You 
are truly the Son of God!”

34After they crossed over and landed 
at Gennesaret,e 35the people living 
there quickly recognized who he was. 
They were quick to spread the news 
throughout the surrounding region 
that Jesus had come to them. 36So they 

brought him all their sick, begging 
him to let them touch the fringe of his 
cloak. And everyone who touched it 
was instantly healed!f

Jesus Breaks Religious Traditions

15 Then the Pharisees and reli-
gious scholarsg came from Jeru-

salem and asked Jesus this question: 
2“Why do your disciples ignore the 
traditions of our elders? For example, 
they don’t ceremonially wash their 
hands before they eat bread.”

3Jesus answered, “And why do 
you ignore the commandment of 
God because of your traditions? 4For 
didn’t God say, ‘Honor your father 
and mother,’ and, ‘Whoever abuses or 
insults his father or mother must be 
put to death?’h

5“But you teach that it’s permissible 
to say to your parents when they are 
in financial need, ‘Whatever gift you 
would have received from me I can 
keep for myself, since I dedicated it 
as an offering to God.’ 6This doesn’t 
honor your father or mother. And you 
have elevated your tradition above the 
words of God. 7Frauds and hypocrites! 
Isaiah described you perfectly when 
he said:
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a	 15:9 See Isa. 29:13.
b	 15:14 The Aramaic is “Let them remain blind! For they are nothing more than blind leaders of 

the blind.”
c	 15:19 Or “blasphemies.”
d	 15:21 Or “Tyre and Sidon,” both cities of Lebanon.
e	 15:22 The Hebrew Matthew is “a Canaanite merchant woman.” Canaan included the region of 

modern-day Lebanon. Canaanite refers to a non-Jewish person who lived in that region. It was 
in this very region that an Old Testament woman named Jezebel established Baal worship. 
Now Jesus heals a woman and brings her into the true worship of God.

f 	 15:23 As translated from Hebrew Matthew. The Greek is “The disciples kept begging Jesus to 
send her away.”

g	 15:26 Jesus uses a figure of speech and describes the people of Israel as “children” who view 
the non-Jewish people as “dogs.”

8These people honor me only with 
their words,

for their hearts are so very distant 
from me.

9They pretend to worship me,
but their worship is nothing more
than the empty traditions of 
men.”a

10Then Jesus turned to the crowd 
and said, “Come, listen and open your 
heart to understand. 11What truly con-
taminates a person is not what he puts 
into his mouth but what comes out of 
his mouth. That’s what makes people 
defiled.”

12Then his disciples approached him 
and said, “Don’t you know that what 
you just said offended the Pharisees?”

13Jesus replied, “Every plant that my 
heavenly Father didn’t plant is des-
tined to be uprooted. 14Stay away from 
them,b for they’re nothing more than 
blind guides. Do you know what hap-
pens when a blind man pretends to 
guide another blind man? They both 
stumble into a ditch!”

15Peter spoke up and said, “Will you 
explain to us what you mean by your 
parable?”

16Jesus said, “Even after all that I’ve 
taught you, you still remain clueless? 
17Is it hard to understand that what-
ever you eat enters the stomach only 

to pass out into the sewer? 18But what 
comes out of your mouth reveals the 
core of your heart. Words can pol-
lute, not food. 19You will find living 
within an impure heart evil ideas, 
murderous thoughts, adultery, sexual 
immorality, theft, lies, and slander.c 
20That’s what pollutes a person. Eating 
with unwashed hands doesn’t defile 
anyone.”

A Lebanese Woman’s Faith
21Then Jesus left and went north into 
the non-Jewish region of Lebanon.d 
22He encountered there a Canaan-
ite womane who shouted out to him, 
“Lord, Son of David, show mercy to 
me! My daughter is horribly afflicted 
by a demon that torments her.” 23But 
Jesus never answered her. So his dis-
ciples said to him, “Why do you ignore 
this woman who is crying out to us?”f

24Jesus said, “I’ve only been sent 
to the lost sheep of Israel.” 25But she 
came and bowed down before him 
and said, “Lord, help me!”

26Jesus responded, “It’s not right for 
a man to take bread from his children 
and throw it out to the dogs.”g

27“You’re right, Lord,” she replied. 
“But even puppies get to eat the crumbs 
that fall from the prince’s table.”

28Then Jesus answered her, “Dear 
woman, your faith is strong! What 
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48    Matthew 16

a	 15:37 The Greek word used here implies a very large basket, possibly the size of a person.
b	 15:39 Or “Magadan.” This was a place where fish were salted and preserved. Magdala means 

“tower.” Magdala was the town that Mary Magdalene came from. Perhaps during this visit is 
when they first met.

c	 16:1 Of the three major sects of Judaism of that day (Pharisees, Essenes, and Sadducees), the 
Sadducees were a small but influential group that philosophically denied the supernatural and 
gravitated instead toward political control of the people.

you desire will be done for you.” And 
at that very moment, her daughter 
was instantly set free from demonic 
torment.

Jesus Heals Many Others
29After leaving Lebanon, Jesus went to 
Lake Galilee and climbed a hill nearby 
and sat down. 30Then huge crowds of 
people streamed up the hill, bringing 
with them the lame, blind, deformed, 
mute, and many others in need of 
healing. They laid them at Jesus’ feet 
and he healed them all.

31And the crowds marveled with 
amazement, astounded over the 
things they were witnessing with their 
own eyes! The lame were walking, the 
mute were speaking, the crippled were 
made well, and the blind could see. 
For three days everyone celebrated the 
miracles as they exalted and praised 
the God of Israel!

Jesus Feeds Thousands
32Jesus called his disciples to himself 
and said, “I care deeply about all these 
people, for they’ve already been with 
me for three days without food. I don’t 
want to send them away fasting or 
else they may be overcome by weak-
ness on their journey home.”

33The disciples said to him, “Where 
in the world are we going to find 
enough food in this desolate place to 
feed this crowd?”

34“How many barley loaves do you 
have?” Jesus asked.

“Seven,” they replied, “and a few 
small fish.”

35So he gave the order, “Have the 
people sit down on the grass.” 36Then 
he took the seven loaves and the fish 
and gave thanks to God. He broke 
the bread and gave it to his disciples, 
who then distributed the food to the 
crowds. 37When everyone was full and 
satisfied, they gathered up the left-
overs. And from what was once seven 
loaves and a few fish, they filled seven 
baskets!a 38There were four thousand 
men who ate the food Jesus multi-
plied, and even more including the 
women and children!

39After dismissing the crowd, Jesus 
got into the boat and crossed over to 
the region of Magdala.b

The Demand for a Sign from Heaven

16 One day some of the Pharisees 
and those of the Jewish sect 

known as the Sadduceesc approached 
Jesus, insisting that he prove to them 
that he was the Messiah. “Show us a 
supernatural sign from heaven,” they 
demanded.

2Jesus answered, “You can read 
the signs of the weather, for you say, 
‘Red sky at night, sailors delight.’ 
3And, ‘Red sky in the morning, sail-
ors take warning.’ You’re so adept at 
forecasting the weather by looking at 
the sky, but you’re absolutely clueless 
in reading the obvious signs of the 
times. 4A wicked and wayward gen-
eration always asks for signs, but the 
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a	 16:4 The “sign of Jonah” points to Jesus in many ways. Jonah being thrown into the sea points 
to Christ’s death. Being swallowed by the fish for three days points to Christ’s burial. And being 
expelled from the fish speaks of Christ’s resurrection and triumph over death, which is the great-
est “sign” God could ever give. The resurrected Jesus is the eternal sign that our sins are forgiven.

b	 16:12 “Pharisees” means “separated ones” (separatists). It is believed that during the time 
of Jesus there were approximately six thousand Pharisees in Israel. They refused to have 
dealings with common people because they were separated unto God. Jesus described them 
as religious frauds who loved money and wanted to be the final authority on all the doctrines 
that were taught to the people. They were not all priests, but zealous law keepers who wanted 
their interpretation of the Scriptures to be the standard in Israel.

c	 16:12 The Sadducees (Tzedukim) were wealthy aristocrats with political connections to Rome. 
They did not believe in the afterlife or angels or demons, and they denied the miraculous. 
It is believed that among them were Jewish converts from the Edomites who were forced to 
convert to Judaism in 129 BC by John Hyrcanus, the Hasmonean leader of the second century 
BC. The Sadducees loved Greek (Hellenistic) culture and basically rejected the oral law of the 
Pharisees. The Herodians would also be considered to be of the Sadducees. You can imagine 
how Jesus upset both the Pharisees and the Sadducees. Jesus had no difficulty breaking the 
traditions, taboos, religious teachings, and political loyalties of both Pharisees and Sadducees 
in order to please his heavenly Father.

d	 16:13 This was a beautiful area north of Lake Galilee and near Tel-Dan. Located at the foothills of 
Mount Hermon, it was an ancient Roman city rebuilt by Herod Philip in honor of Tiberius Caesar.

e	 16:16 Or “the Christ” (Messiah).

only sign I provide for you will be the 
sign of Jonah the prophet.”a Then he 
turned away and left them.

The Hypocrisy of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees
5Later, as Jesus and his disciples 
crossed over to the other side of Lake 
Galilee, the disciples realized they had 
forgotten to bring any loaves of bread. 
6Jesus spoke up and said, “Watch out 
for the yeast of the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees.”

7Thinking Jesus was scolding them 
over not bringing bread, they began to 
discuss it among themselves. 8Know-
ing their thoughts, Jesus said to them, 
“You have such little faith! Why are 
you arguing with one another about 
having no bread? 9Are you so slow to 
understand? Have you forgotten the 
miracle of feeding the five thousand 
families and how each of you ended 
up with a basket full of fragments? 
10And how seven loaves of bread fed 

four thousand families with baskets 
left over? 11Don’t you understand? I’m 
not talking about bread, but I’m warn-
ing you to avoid the yeast of the Phar-
isees and the Sadducees.”

12Then finally they realized he 
wasn’t talking about yeast found in 
bread, but the error of the teachings 
of the Phariseesb and the Sadducees.c

Peter’s Revelation of Christ
13When Jesus came to Caesarea Philip-
pi,d he asked his disciples this ques-
tion: “What are the people saying 
about me, the Son of Man? Who do 
they believe I am?”

14They answered, “Some are con-
vinced you are John the Baptizer, oth-
ers say you are Elijah reincarnated, or 
Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.”

15“But you—who do you say that I 
am?” Jesus asked.

16Simon Peter spoke up and said, 
“You are the Anointed One,e the Son of 
the living God!”
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50    Matthew 16

a	 16:17 Jonah means “dove.” Or “son of John.” Simeon means “he who hears.” Peter heard the 
Father’s whisper within that Jesus was the Christ. Simeon was his formal Hebrew name. Peter 
became his identity as Jesus gave him the nickname of “pebble.” He is also referred to as 
“Simon Peter.”

b	 16:18 Or Keefa, the Aramaic word for “stone” or “pebble.” See Matt. 4:18 and footnote. There 
is an obvious pun only found in the Hebrew Matthew. The Hebrew word for “stone” is eben, 
and the Hebrew word for “build” is ebeneh. The Greek text does state that Peter is the “rock” 
on which the church is built. However, the implication is that it is Peter’s revelation from the 
Father and his confession of Jesus as the Son of God that becomes the “bedrock foundation” 
for the church. The earliest writings of the church fathers all acknowledge that the Rock is 
Jesus Christ, not Peter. See Deut. 32:18, 30–31; Ps. 18:46; Isa. 8:14; 17:10; 51:1–8.

c	 16:18 In context, the rock is not Peter but the revelation he received from the Father that Jesus 
is the Christ.

d	 16:18 The Greek word for “church” is ekklesia and means “legislative assembly” or “selected 
ones.” This is not a religious term at all, but a political and governmental term that is used 
many times in classical Greek for a group of people who have been summoned and gathered 
together to govern the affairs of a city. For Jesus to use this term means he is giving the keys of 
governmental authority in his kingdom to the church. See R. Scott and H. G. Liddell, A Greek-
English Lexicon, p. 206; J. H. Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon of  the New Testament, p. 196; and 
Oskar Seyffert, A Dictionary of  Classical Antiquities, pp. 202–203.

e	 16:18 Or “the gates of hell,” a metonymy for the power of death.
f 	 16:18 Or “all the forces of hell will never have the power to win a victory over it!” There is no 

power of darkness that can stop the advancing church that Jesus builds.
g	 16:19 The “keys” are symbols of authority and ruling power. See Isa. 22:22.
h	 16:19 Or “Whatever you bind on earth will have been bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will have been loosed in heaven.” Or “That which you forbid on earth must be 
that which is already forbidden in heaven, and that which you permit on earth must be that 
which is already permitted in heaven.”

i	 16:21 The Hebrew Matthew adds, “many scourgings and many mockings.”
j	 16:23 Or “He turned from Peter and said . . .”
k	 16:23 Or “adversary.” Jesus is equating Peter’s display of character to that of Satan. Peter was not 

possessed by Satan, but speaking from Satan’s realm and speaking demonic wisdom. See James 
3:15. The Hebrew Matthew can be translated “Follow me! Don’t quarrel with me, adversary!”

17Jesus replied, “You are favored and 
privileged Simeon, son of Jonah!a For 
you didn’t discover this on your own, but 
my Father in heaven has supernaturally 
revealed it to you. 18I give you the name 
Peter, a stone.b And this rockc will be 
the bedrock foundation on which I will 
build my church—my legislative assem-
bly,d and the power of deathe will not be 
able to overpower it!f 19I will give you 
the keysg of heaven’s kingdom realm to 
forbid on earth that which is forbidden 
in heaven, and to release on earth that 
which is released in heaven.”h 20He then 
gave his disciples strict orders not to tell 
anyone that he was the Messiah.

Jesus Prophesies His Death and 
Resurrection
21From then on Jesus began to clearly 
reveal to his disciples that he was 
destined to go to Jerusalem and suf-
fer injusticei from the elders, leading 
priests, and religious scholars. He also 
explained that he would be killed and 
three days later be raised to life again.

22Peter took him aside to correct 
him privately. He reprimanded Jesus 
over and over, saying to him, “God for-
bid, Master! Spare yourself. You must 
never let this happen to you!”

23Jesus turned to Peterj and said, 
“Get out of my way, you Satan!k You 
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a	 16:23 Or “You are laying a trap for me.”
b	 16:24 The Hebrew Matthew is “offer yourself up to death.” The words Jesus spoke were shock-

ing and must be translated as such.
c	 16:26 Or “What would a person give in exchange for his life?”
d	 16:27 Or “angels.”
e	 16:27 See Pss. 28:4; 62:12; Prov. 24:12.
f 	 16:28 Or “when they see the Son of Man appearing to inaugurate his regal reign.” This was 

a prophecy of what was about to take place with Peter, Jacob, and John on the Mountain of 
Transforming Glory. This promise would be fulfilled as they experienced the power of the 
kingdom of God and the cloud of glory. Christ’s appearing is equated to the power manifested 
in the cloud that overshadowed Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration.

g	 17:2 Or “white as light.”
h	 17:2 Moses also went up Sinai’s mountain and received an impartation of glory. His face 

shone and had to be veiled. The transfiguration of Jesus is also part of our destiny, for the 
same Greek word is used twice for believers being transfigured by the renewing of our minds 
and by the glory of Christ within us that will complete our transformation into Christ’s image. 
See Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18.

i	 17:3 Moses represented the Law and Elijah represented the Prophets. Both Moses and Elijah 
were associated with Mount Sinai (Horeb), both had a ministry of performing astounding mir-
acles, and both had unusual circumstances surrounding their passing from this life into glory.

j	 17:4 Or “tabernacles,” which speaks of the booths made to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles.
k	 17:4 The Hebrew Matthew adds this line: “because he [Peter] did not know what he was saying.”

are a hindrance to me,a because your 
thoughts are only filled with man’s 
viewpoints and not with the ways of 
God.”

24Then Jesus said to his disciples, 
“If you truly want to follow me, you 
should at once completely reject and 
disown your own life. And you must 
be willing to share my cross and expe-
rience it as your own,b as you contin-
ually surrender to my ways. 25For if 
you choose self-sacrifice and lose your 
lives for my glory, you will continually 
discover true life. But if you choose 
to keep your lives for yourselves, you 
will forfeit what you try to keep. 26For 
even if you were to gain all the wealth 
and power of this world—at the cost of 
your own life—what good would that 
be? And what could be more valuable 
to you than your own soul?c 27I, the Son 
of Man, will one day return with my 
messengersd and in the splendor and 
majesty of my Father. And then I will 
reward each person according to what 

they have done.e 28But I promise you, 
there are some standing here now 
who won’t experience death until they 
have witnessed the coming of the Son 
of Man in the presence and the power 
of the kingdom realm of God!”f

Jesus’ Glorious Transfiguration

17 Six days later Jesus took Peter 
and the two brothers, Jacob and 

John, and hiked up a high mountain 
to be alone. 2Then Jesus’ appearance 
was dramatically altered. A radiant 
light as bright as the sun poured from 
his face. And his clothing became 
luminescent—dazzling like lightning.g 
He was transfiguredh before their very 
eyes. 3Then suddenly, Moses and Eli-
jah appeared,i and they spoke with 
Jesus.

4Peter blurted out, “Lord, it’s so won-
derful that we are all here together! If 
you want, I’ll construct three shrines,j 
one for you, one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah.”k
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52    Matthew 17

a	 17:5 See Acts 5:15. The Greek word translated “overshadow” is episkiazo, which is used exclu-
sively for the power of the Almighty “overshadowing,” such as Mary, who conceived Jesus 
supernaturally by God. See also Mark 9:7; Luke 1:35. This was not a natural shadow created 
by the light of the sun, but the supernatural overshadowing of God’s power. Jesus will appear 
again in these clouds of glory. See Matt. 16:27; 24:30; 26:64.

b	 17:5 Or “He is the one on whom my favor rests.”
c	 17:5 Or “You must constantly listen to him.” See Ps. 2:7; Isa. 42:1.
d	 17:6 Implied by the Hebrew Matthew, which can be translated “They were asleep and not 

asleep; they were awake but not awake.”
e	 17:8 The Greek is quite emphatic: “They saw only him, and him alone.”
f 	 17:9 Or “supernatural vision.” The Greek word used here (horama) does not refer to an imagi-

nary vision, but an actual one. It points to a theophany, an appearing of God.
g	 17:13 Jesus was comparing Elijah with John the Baptist. John was not Elijah reincarnated, but 

the Spirit upon Elijah was the Spirit upon John. John, the forerunner, ministered in the spirit 
and power of Elijah. The same anointing of Elijah is present today to restore all things. (See 
Acts 3:21.) The Bible scholars had properly concluded that Elijah must come first, but failed 
to interpret it figuratively. This is often repeated today with biblical prophecies. We need the 
Spirit of Christ to help us understand even the basic truths of the Bible.

h	 17:15 Although not in the Greek text, it is implied in the context (v. 18). The Hebrew Matthew 
states three times in this pericope (vv. 15, 18, 21) that the boy had a demon.

i	 17:15 The Hebrew Matthew is “He grinds his teeth and foams at the mouth.”

5But while Peter was still speaking, 
a bright radiant cloud spread over 
them, enveloping them all.a And God’s 
voice suddenly spoke from the cloud, 
saying, “This is my dearly loved Son, 
the constant focus of my delight.b Lis-
ten to him!”c

6The three disciples were dazedd 
and terrified by this phenomenon, and 
they fell facedown to the ground. 7But 
Jesus walked over and touched them, 
saying, “Get up and stop being afraid.” 
8When they finally opened their eyes 
and looked around, they saw no one 
else there but Jesus.e

9As they all hiked down the moun-
tain together, Jesus ordered them, 
“Don’t tell anyone of the divine 
appearancef you just witnessed. Wait 
until the Son of Man is raised from the 
dead.”

10His disciples asked him, “Why do 
all the religious scholars insist that 
Elijah must first appear before the 
Anointed One comes?”

11He answered them, “They’re right. 
Elijah must come first and restore 
all things. 12But Elijah has already 
appeared. And yet they didn’t recog-
nize him, so they did to him whatever 
they pleased. And the Son of Man is 
destined to suffer the same abuse as 
what they did to him.”

13Then the disciples realized that 
Jesus was referring to John the Bap-
tizer all along.g

Unbelief Hinders Healing
14They came to where a large crowd 
had gathered to wait for Jesus. A man 
came and knelt before him 15and said, 
“Lord, please show your tender mercy 
toward my son. He has a demon who 
afflicts him.h He has epilepsy, and he 
suffers horribly from seizures. He often 
falls into the cooking fire or into the 
river.i 16I brought him to your followers, 
but they weren’t able to heal him.”

17Jesus replied, “Where is your faith? 
Can’t you see how wayward and wrong 
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Matthew 17    53

a	 17:17 The Hebrew Matthew adds a sentence here: “Woe to those who deny me!”
b	 17:20 Jesus compares faith to a small seed that grows into a large shrub. Faith will grow as 

it feeds on spiritual truth found in the Bible. A mountain can also be a symbol of a kingdom. 
Mountain-moving faith brings the power of God’s kingdom to the earth. See also 1 Cor. 13:2.

c	 17:20 Or “Nothing will be beyond your power.” The Aramaic can be translated “Nothing is 
higher or stronger than you.”

d	 17:21 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew, Aramaic, and some Greek manuscripts. Many reli-
able Greek manuscripts do not have this verse, and it is not included in many modern translations.

e	 17:22 The Greek word is “twisted together like strands of a rope.”
f 	 17:24 This was known as “head tax.” See also Ex. 30:13–16; 38:26; Neh. 10:32–33. The word 

pay (vv. 24, 25, 27) is the same word Jesus spoke on the cross, “It is finished (paid in full).” 
Jesus paid it all so that we would be set free.

g	 17:27 This miracle is a picture of the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus. The depth of 
the sea speaks to us of the depth of suffering Jesus passed through for us on the cross. Note 
that the fish rose to the surface on its own; it was not “caught.” In the mouth of our Lord Jesus 
is the full price of our sin debt, for he has declared the work of redemption finished, and our 
“tax” has been paid in full. Now we have that same message in our mouths.

h	 17:27 Peter made a presumptuous statement to the tax collectors that Jesus would pay the 
temple tax. But Peter didn’t ask Jesus first; he just said to them, “Of course!” Yet Jesus still 
backed up Peter’s word and performed a miracle to pay the tax. In this somewhat amusing 
account, Jesus got Peter “off the hook” by having him hook a fish with the exact amount of 
the tax for both Jesus and Peter. See 1 Cor. 3:16.

this generation is?a How much longer 
do I stay with you and put up with your 
doubts? Bring your son to me.”

18Then Jesus rebuked the demon 
and it came out of him and the boy 
was instantly healed!

19Later the disciples came to him 
privately and asked, “Why couldn’t we 
cast out the demon?”

20He told them, “It was because of 
your lack of faith. I promise you, if you 
have faith inside of you no bigger than 
the size of a small mustard seed, you 
can say to this mountain, ‘Move away 
from here and go over there,’ and you 
will see it move!b There is nothing you 
couldn’t do!c 21But this kind is cast out 
only through prayer and fasting.”d

Jesus Prophesies Again of His Death 
and Resurrection
22When they all gathered togethere in 
Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son 
of Man is going to be betrayed and 
turned over to his enemies. 23They will 
kill him and in three days he will be 

resurrected.” When the disciples heard 
these words they were devastated.

The Miracle of a Coin in a Fish’s 
Mouth
24After they arrived in Capernaum, the 
collectors of the temple tax approached 
Peter and asked, “Does your teacher 
pay the tax for the upkeep of the tem-
ple, like the rest of us?”f

25“Of course he does,” Peter answered.
When Peter walked into the house, 

and before he had a chance to speak, 
Jesus spoke up and said, “Peter, I have a 
question for you. Who pays tolls or taxes 
to a king? Is tax collected from the king’s 
own children, or from his subjects?”

26“From his subjects,” Peter answered.
Jesus replied, “That’s right. The chil-

dren get off free without paying taxes. 
27But so that we don’t offend them, go 
to the lake and throw out your hook, 
and the first fish that rises upg will 
have a coin in its mouth. It will be the 
exact amount you need to pay the tem-
ple tax for both of us.”h
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54    Matthew 18

a	 18:1 The Aramaic is “Who will reign in the kingdom realm of heaven?”
b	 18:2 Or “toddler.” The Greek word is paidion, either a boy or a girl.
c	 18:3 The word Jesus used in Aramaic is talitha, which comes from the word for “wounded 

lamb.” Those hearing Jesus would have heard both meanings: “a little child” and “a wounded 
lamb.”

d	 18:4 This means “to see yourself as unimportant in your own eyes.”
e	 18:5 The Greek uses the word for hospitality. The “little child” becomes a representative of 

unimportant people in general. Treating the least with care and respect makes us truly great.
f 	 18:6 The Greek word is skandalizō and can also mean “to scandalize,” “to put a stumbling 

block before them,” “to offend,” or “to cause to sin.”
g	 18:6 The Hebrew Matthew adds, “It would be better for him to never have been born!”
h	 18:9 Although the language Jesus uses is hyperbolic, the drastic measures he instructs us to 

take in order to stay pure remain valid. The last phrase is literally “into the Gehenna of fire!”
i	 18:10 As translated from the Aramaic, which uses a figure of speech (“to bring down”) that is 

best translated “to corrupt” or “degrade.” The Greek is “despise,” or “look down upon.”
j	 18:10 As translated from the Aramaic. The Greek is simply “angels.”
k	 18:11 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew, the Aramaic, and a few Greek texts. Many reli-

able Greek manuscripts do not have this verse, and it is missing in many modern translations. 
See Ezek. 34:16.

Who Is the Greatest in the Kingdom 
Realm?

18 At that time the disciples came 
to ask Jesus, “Who is consid-

ered to be the greatest in heaven’s 
kingdom realm?”a

2Jesus called a little oneb to his side 
and said to them, 3“Learn this well: 
Unless you dramatically change your 
way of thinking and become teach-
able like a little childc, you will never 
be able to enter in. 4Whoever contin-
ually humbles himselfd to become like 
this little child is the greatest one in 
heaven’s kingdom realm. 5And if you 
tenderly care for this little onee on my 
behalf, you are tenderly caring for me. 
6But if anyone abusesf one of these lit-
tle ones who believes in me, it would 
be better for him to have a heavy boul-
der tied around his neck and be hurled 
into the deepest sea than to face the 
punishment he deserves!g

7“Misery will come to the one who 
lures people away into sin. Troubles 
and obstacles to your faith are inevi-
table, but great devastation will come 
to the one guilty of causing others to 

stumble! 8If your hand clings to sin, 
cut it off and throw it away. If your foot 
continually steps onto sin’s path, cut it 
off and throw it away. For it is better 
for you to enter into heaven crippled 
and maimed than to have both hands 
and both feet and be thrown into the 
eternal fire. 9And if your eye is always 
focusing on sin, pluck it out and throw 
it away. For it is better for you to enter 
into heaven with one eye than to be 
thrown into hell fire with two.h

10“Be careful that you not corrupti 
one of these little ones. For I can 
assure you that in heaven each of their 
guardian angelsj always sees the face 
of my heavenly Father.”

A Parable of the Lost Lamb
11“The Son of Man has come to give 
life to all who are lost.k 12Think of it this 
way: If a man owns a hundred sheep 
and one lamb wanders away and is 
lost, won’t he leave the ninety-nine 
grazing the hillside and thoroughly 
search for the one lost lamb? 13And if 
he finds his lost lamb, he rejoices over 
it, more than over the ninety-nine that 
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Matthew 18    55

a	 18:15 Although the words “against you,” are not found in the most reliable Greek manuscripts, 
they are included in the Hebrew Matthew and Aramaic, along with a number of Greek texts. 
The Hebrew Matthew indicates that Jesus addressed these words to Peter directly: “At that 
time Jesus said to Simon, called Keefa . . .”

b	 18:15 See Lev. 19:17.
c	 18:16 See Deut. 19:16.
d	 18:17 Or “a pagan or a tax collector.” Again, this is in hope of ultimate restoration. For even 

pagans and tax collectors can be saved. God is able to turn the wandering one back, as Jesus 
taught in the parable of the lost lamb (see vv. 11–14).

e	 18:18 Or “Whatever you bind [Aramaic ‘harness’] on earth will have been bound in heaven.” 
See Matt. 16:19 and footnote.

f 	 18:19 The Greek word used here is sumphoneo, from which we get our English word “sym-
phony.” The Aramaic is “if you are deserving of what you pray for.” The implication is that 
God will not give you what you are not yet ready for, just as an earthly father would not give 
his eight-year-old a car to drive.

g	 18:20 Or “in my name.”
h	 18:21 The Hebrew Matthew is “Seven times in one day?”
i	 18:22 Or “seventy-seven times.” This is a metaphor for an attitude of forgiveness that is 

limitless.
j	 18:24 Although the Greek uses the word for “servant,” it means someone who ruled under the 

king, perhaps one of his magistrates or cabinet members who had authority over finances.

never went astray. 14Now you should 
understand that it is never the desire 
of your heavenly Father that a single 
one of these little ones should be lost.”

Restoring Broken Relationships
15“If your fellow believer sins against 
you,a you must go to that one privately 
and attempt to resolve the matter. 
If he responds, your relationship is 
restored.b 16But if his heart is closed 
to you, then go to him again, taking 
one or two others with you. You’ll be 
fulfilling what the Scripture teaches 
when it says, ‘Every word may be ver-
ified by the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.’c 17And if he refuses to lis-
ten, then share the issue with the con-
gregation in hopes of  restoration. If he 
still refuses to respond, even to the 
church, then you must disregard him 
as though he were an outsider, on the 
same level as an unrepentant sinner.d

18“Receive this truth: Whatever you 
forbid on earth will be considered to 
be forbidden in heaven,e and whatever 

you release on earth will be consid-
ered to be released in heaven. 19Again, 
I give you an eternal truth: If two of 
you agree to ask God for something in 
a symphony of prayer,f my heavenly 
Father will do it for you. 20For wher-
ever two or three come together in 
honor of my name,g I am right there 
with them!”

Unlimited Forgiveness
21Later Peter approached Jesus and 
said, “How many times do I have to 
forgive my fellow believer who keeps 
offending me? Seven times?”h

22Jesus answered, “Not seven times, 
Peter, but seventy times seven times!i 
23The lessons of forgiveness in heav-
en’s kingdom realm can be illustrated 
like this:

“There once was a king who had 
servants who had borrowed money 
from the royal treasury. He decided 
to settle accounts with each of them. 
24As he began the process, it came to 
his attention that one of his servantsj 
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56    Matthew 19

a	 18:24 Or “ten thousand talents,” an unbelievable amount of money. A talent could be com-
pared to the wages earned over decades. The number ten thousand is a Hebrew metaphor for 
“myriad.” The point is, the servant owed a huge amount of money that he was simply unable 
to repay.

b	 18:28 Or “one hundred silver coins.” This would be a denarii, which is about a day’s wages. So 
the servant owed his friend about three months’ wages.

c	 18:32 The Hebrew Matthew is “You servant of Belial!”
d	 18:35 The Hebrew Matthew is “with a perfect heart.”
e	 19:2 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew.
f 	 19:3 The Greek word used for divorce (apolyo) here and in this chapter can also mean “to 

loose,” “to dismiss,” “to send away.”
g	 19:3 This a clever test by the Pharisees. Jesus was now in Judea and under the jurisdiction of 

Herod Antipas, the one who had John beheaded over challenging his divorce. They were hop-
ing Jesus would say something that could get him arrested and killed by Herod. Their question 
was based on Deut. 24:1. Jewish divorce law had a “for any reason” clause that made divorce 
legal. They were pressing Jesus for his interpretation of this “for any reason” law.

owed him one billion dollars.a So he 
summoned the servant before him and 
said to him, ‘Pay me what you owe 
me.’ 25When his servant was unable to 
repay his debt, the king ordered that 
he be sold as a slave along with his 
wife and children and every posses-
sion they owned as payment toward 
his debt. 26The servant threw himself 
facedown at his master’s feet and 
begged for mercy. ‘Please be patient 
with me. Just give me more time and 
I will repay you all that I owe.’ 27Upon 
hearing his pleas, the king had com-
passion on his servant, and released 
him, and forgave his entire debt.

28“No sooner had the servant left 
when he met one of his fellow ser-
vants, who owed him twenty thou-
sand dollarsb He seized him by the 
throat and began to choke him, say-
ing, ‘You’d better pay me right now 
everything you owe me!’ 29His fellow 
servant threw himself facedown at his 
feet and begged, ‘Please be patient 
with me. If you’ll just give me time, I 
will repay you all that is owed.’ 30But 
the one who had his debt forgiven 
stubbornly refused to forgive what was 
owed him. He had his fellow servant 
thrown into prison and demanded he 

remain there until he repaid the debt 
in full.

31“When his associates saw what 
was going on, they were outraged 
and went to the king and told him the 
whole story. 32The king said to him, 
‘You scoundrel!c Is this the way you 
respond to my mercy? Because you 
begged me, I forgave you the massive 
debt that you owed me. 33Why didn’t 
you show the same mercy to your fel-
low servant that I showed to you?’ 34In 
a fury of anger, the king turned him 
over to the prison guards to be tor-
tured until all his debt was repaid. 35In 
this same way, my heavenly Father 
will deal with any of you if you do not 
release forgiveness from your heartd 
toward your fellow believer.”

Questions about Divorce

19 After Jesus finished teaching 
them, he left Galilee and made 

his way toward the district of Judea, 
east of the Jordan River. 2Massive 
crowds followed him and he healed all 
who were sick.e 3The Pharisees were 
intent on putting Jesus to the test with 
difficult questions, so they approached 
him and asked, “Is it lawful for a man 
to divorcef his wife for any reason?”g
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If Two Agree
I give you an eternal truth:  

If  two of  you agree to ask God for something in a symphony of  prayer,  
my heavenly Father will do it for you.

Matthew 18:19
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ARTIST NOTES
Have you ever wondered if we are supposed to take Jesus’ words literally? 
I believe he meant everything he said. Nothing returns void, including this 
passage. Scripture is clear that prayer from two or more, if according to 
God’s will, will be answered. The onus is on us to be in the center of God’s 
perfect will and ask what we know he desires in our situation. With that 
criteria met, we can be sure he’ll say, “Yes!”

This painting emerged from personal experience. My wife and I, like 
many others, endured seasons of valleys. Our initial reaction involved 
begging God to follow our plans. We learned, however, that it’s best to 
ensure our way lines up with God’s. Once we know it does, we can boldly 
employ Matthew 18:19. Since we know we stand on solid ground, we can 
ask in confidence and conclude with Christ’s own words to his Father: “No 
matter what, your will must be mine” (Luke 22:42).

FIND YOUR STORY
One of the things my husband and I regularly agree about in prayer is that 
our children will continue to grow in their passion for God. Unlike other 
prayer requests, the answer to this one has shown up gradually in their day-
to-day choices. Over the years, we’ve noticed that when we agree in prayer 
with our kids about their specific requests, we start to see answers together 
as a family. This builds their faith and passion for God, which is what we 
prayed for in the first place. 

Think of a time when you agreed with someone in prayer and God 
answered. What did your journey look like? What do you think it means to 
be in agreement with each other? And how does this impact your mind, will, 
and emotions?

According to Romans 12:1–2, what can you do to understand what 
God’s will is? How does Christ’s example of willingness and submission to his 
Father strengthen you to do the same today? Who in the Bible demonstrated 
unity in prayer? What happened when they prayed? Read Acts 4:24–31.

JESUS WHISPERS 
You speak of me when you agree, the language of my Trinity. We three in 
one get big things done, so join our joy. My love has won! Believe, receive in 
faith, and see—raw fire unleashed in unity!
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Matthew 19    57

a	 19:4 See Gen. 1:27; 5:2. Notice that Jesus highlights gender difference in the context of 
marriage.

b	 19:5 Or “cling to his wife.”
c	 19:5 See Gen. 2:24.
d	 19:8 That is, in a fallen world with frail human beings, God allowed divorce to accommodate 

broken humanity. Jesus restates divorce as being permitted only in the case of immorality. 
Adultery breaks the bond of marriage and requires God’s healing grace. Those testing Jesus 
were attempting to trap him by getting him to say something against Moses, their venerated 
historical leader.

e	 19:9 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew, Aramaic, and some Greek manuscripts. The 
majority of Greek manuscripts do not include the last sentence.

f 	 19:11 Or “This doesn’t apply to everyone, but only to those to whom it [grace for singleness]
has been given.”

g	 19:12 Three types of “celibates” are mentioned. First, there are those who from birth have 
grace to remain celibate. Second, sometimes a male was castrated, usually before puberty, 
which would greatly affect the hormonal changes of a boy becoming an adult. In biblical 
times, these eunuchs were chosen to be male servants of a king, having been castrated in 
order to ensure they don’t have sex with the king’s harem. Third, this is a metaphorical class 
of people (male and female) who are like “spiritual eunuchs,” having been chosen to never 
use the bride of Christ for their own purposes. Jesus gives us a parable of God’s servants who 
will lead the church but never harm or use the bride of Christ for their own desires. They 
will always point the bride to her Bridegroom, Jesus Christ. They have made themselves 
“eunuchs” and are determined to extend God’s kingdom, not their own. The rare Greek verb 
for “make themselves eunuchs” can also refer to being “always watchful, sleepless, diligent.” 
To become a “spiritual eunuch” has nothing to do with sex, but with always watching out for 
the interests of our King, and not taking for ourselves what only belongs to him in order to 
serve our own desires.

h	 19:13 See Gen. 48:14.

4“Haven’t you read the Scriptures 
about creation?” Jesus replied. “The 
Creator made us male and female 
from the very beginning,a 5and ‘For 
this reason a man will leave his father 
and mother and live with his wife.b 
And the two will become one flesh.’c 
6From then on, they are no longer two, 
but united as one. So what God unites 
let no one divide!”

7They responded, “So then why did 
Moses command us to give a certificate 
of divorce and it would be lawful?”

8Jesus said, “Moses permitted you 
to divorce because your hearts are 
so hard and stubborn,d but originally 
there was no such thing. 9But I say to 
you, whoever leaves his wife for any 
reason other than immorality, then 
takes another wife is living in adultery. 

And whoever takes a divorced woman 
in marriage is also living in adultery.”e

10His disciples spoke up and said, “If 
this is the standard, then it seems bet-
ter to never get married.”

11“Not everyone is meant to remain 
single—only those whom God gives 
grace to be unmarried.f 12For some 
are born to celibacy; others have been 
made eunuchs by others. And there are 
some who have chosen to live in cel-
ibacy for the sacred purpose of heav-
en’s kingdom realm.g Let those who 
can, accept this truth for themselves.”

Jesus and Little Children
13Then they brought little children to 
Jesus so that he would lay his hands 
on them, bless them, and pray for 
them.h But the disciples scolded those 
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58    Matthew 19

a	 19:14 As translated from the Aramaic, which uses the word for “beloved,” found only twice in 
the New Testament. The Greek is “little children.” God receives little children into his kingdom.

b	 19:14 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew. This last sentence is missing in the Greek text.
c	 19:16 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew. This is missing from the Majority Text.
d	 19:16 As translated from the Aramaic, which uses the word tawa, meaning “wonderful, good, 

gifted.” Some Greek manuscripts have only “teacher” (rabbi).
e	 19:17 At least one of the earliest Greek manuscripts reads “There is no one good but my 

Father in the heavens.”
f 	 19:19 See Ex. 20:12–17; Lev. 19:18. Notice that Jesus left out the commandment “Don’t covet.” 

He addresses this with the young man in v. 21 and exposes the need to abandon all to follow 
Jesus.

g	 19:21 Or “fully developed morally,” “mature.”
h	 19:22 The Hebrew Matthew reads “angry.”
i	 19:24 As translated from the Aramaic. The Greek is “to stuff a camel through the eye of a 

needle.” The Aramaic word for both “rope” and “camel” is the homonym gamla. This could 
be an instance of the Aramaic text being misread by the Greek translators as “camel” instead 
of “rope.” Regardless, this becomes a metaphor for something impossible. It would be like 
saying, “It’s as hard as making pigs fly!” See also Luke 18:25.

who brought the children, saying, 
“Don’t bother him with this now!”

14Jesus overheard them and said, “I 
want little children to come to me, so 
never interfere with them when they 
want to come, for heaven’s kingdom 
realm is composed of beloved onesa 
like these! Listen to this truth: No 
one will enter the kingdom realm of 
heaven unless he becomes like one 
of these!”b 15Then he laid his hands 
on each of them and went on his 
way.

A Rich Young Man Questions Jesus
16Then a young man approached Jesus 
and bowed before him,c saying, “Won-
derful teacherd—is there a good work I 
have to do to obtain eternal life?”

17Jesus answered, “Why would you 
call me wonderful? God alone is won-
derful.e And why would you ask what 
good work you need to do? Keep the 
commandments and you’ll enter into 
the life of God.”

18“Which ones?” he asked.
Jesus said, “Don’t murder, don’t 

commit adultery, don’t steal, don’t lie, 
19honor your father and mother, and 

love those around you as you love 
yourself.”f

20“But I’ve always obeyed every one 
of them without fail,” the young man 
replied. “What else do I lack?”

21Jesus said to him, “If you really 
want to be perfect,g go now and sell 
everything you own. Give your money 
to the poor and your treasure will be 
transferred into heaven. Then come 
back and follow me for the rest of your 
life.”

22When the young man heard these 
words, he walked away sad,h for he 
had great wealth.

23Then Jesus turned to his disciples 
and said, “Listen. Do you understand 
how difficult it is for the rich to enter 
into heaven’s kingdom realm? 24In 
fact, it’s easier to stuff a heavy ropei 
through the eye of a needle than it 
is for the wealthy to enter into God’s 
kingdom realm!”

25Stunned and bewildered, his dis-
ciples asked, “Then who in the world 
can possibly be saved?”

26Looking into their eyes, Jesus 
replied, “Humanly speaking, no one, 
because no one can save himself. But 
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Into His Arms
Jesus overheard them and said, “I want little children to come to me,  

so never interfere with them when they want to come, for heaven’s kingdom  
realm is composed of  beloved ones like these! Listen to this truth: No one will 

enter the kingdom realm of  heaven unless he becomes like one of  these!”
Matthew 19:14
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ARTIST NOTES
Remember the old saying, “Children should be seen and not heard?” Well, 
Jesus didn’t feel that way. In fact, when his disciples reacted as if the 
lingering children were bothersome, Jesus warned them not to interfere.

Doesn’t this make it clear that heaven will burst with great interaction 
between Christ and children? 

We can be confident that when children, no matter their age, enter 
heaven, they will be personally welcomed by our Savior who eternally loves 
them. Into His Arms shows Christ receiving children in their transition. Just 
like the sign says: “Welcome Home.”

FIND YOUR STORY
I didn’t always feel honored as a child, but I’ve learned the blame ultimately 
falls on the enemy of our souls. He hates children because God loves them. 
That’s why Satan pulls out all the stops to make children feel less than. Our 
feelings of inferiority sadden God, who made us in his image. But God sees 
insecurity as an opportunity to embed his healing love in our hearts. 

When our children were young and walked in the room, my husband 
and I would act like we were in the presence of royalty. “Wow, it’s you!” 
When you were growing up, did you feel valuable, important, and significant 
or not so much? Imagine yourself as a child in Jesus’ day. What do you think 
it would have been like to run into his arms? How does Christ’s perspective 
of children affect your desire to cherish them? And how does our Lord’s 
passion for children brighten your feelings about the difficult parts of your 
own childhood?

Find a quiet place and invite Holy Spirit to visit you as your loving and 
healing counselor. If you’ve been wrestling with a difficult childhood memory, 
try inserting Jesus in your story. Picture his look of compassion concerning 
your past. Write down what you see and sense God wants to tell you.

JESUS WHISPERS
When your heart breaks, mine breaks too. My love is a balm for every 
wound. I’m glue for your broken places. When you strengthen yourself in 
me, I grace you to do more than just cope. Trust me to help you face each 
new day—in my unbreakable hope. 
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Matthew 20    59

a	 19:28 Or “in the second birth” (Hebrew Matthew) or “in the new realm” (Aramaic). The Greek 
word palingenesia is only used one other time in the New Testament (Titus 3:5) and refers to 
our rebirth. See also Acts 3:21; 2 Cor. 5:17; Rev. 3:21.

b	 19:28 Or “judge.”
c	 19:29 Or “fields.”
d	 19:29 The Aramaic and a few Greek manuscripts include “or wife.” The majority of reliable 

Greek manuscripts do not include it.
e	 19:30 Or “Many of the first ones will be last and many of the last ones will be first.”
f 	 20:6 Or “in the eleventh hour” (about five o’clock).

what seems impossible to you is never 
impossible to God!”

27Then Peter blurted out, “Here we 
are. We’ve given up everything to follow 
you. What reward will there be for us?”

28Jesus responded, “Listen to the 
truth: In the age of the restoration of 
all things,a when the Son of Man sits 
on his glorious throne, you who have 
followed me will have twelve thrones 
of your own, and you will governb the 
twelve tribes of Israel. 29For anyone who 
has left behind their home and proper-
ty,c leaving family—brothers or sisters, 
mothers or fathers,d or children—for 
my sake, they will be repaid a hundred 
times over and will inherit eternal life. 
30But many who push themselves to 
be first will find themselves last. And 
those who are willing to be last will 
find themselves to be first.”e

A Parable of Workers in the Vineyard

20 “This will help you understand 
the way heaven’s kingdom 

operates:
“There once was a wealthy land-

owner who went out at daybreak to 
hire all the laborers he could find to 
work in his vineyard. 2After agreeing 
to pay them the standard day’s wage, 
he put them to work. 3Then at nine 
o’clock, as he was passing through the 
town square, he found others standing 
around without work. 4He told them, 
‘Come and work for me in my vineyard 
and I’ll pay you a fair wage.’ 5So off 

they went to join the others. He did the 
same thing at noon and again at three 
o’clock, making the same arrange-
ment as he did with the others.

6“Hoping to finish his harvest that 
day, he went to the town square again at 
five o’clockf and found more who were 
idle. So he said to them, ‘Why have you 
been here all day without work?’

7“  ‘Because no one hired us,’ they 
answered.

“So he said to them, ‘Then go and 
join my crew and work in my vineyard.’

8“When evening came, the owner of 
the vineyard went to his foreman and 
said, ‘Call in all the laborers, line them 
up, and pay them the same wages, 
starting with the most recent ones I 
hired and finishing with the ones who 
worked all day.’

9“When those hired late in the day 
came to be paid, they were given a 
full day’s wage. 10And when those 
who had been hired first came to be 
paid, they were convinced that they 
would receive more. But everyone 
was paid the standard wage. 11When 
they realized what had happened, 
they were offended and complained to 
the landowner, saying, 12‘You’re treat-
ing us unfairly! They’ve only worked 
for one hour while we’ve labored and 
sweated all day under the scorching 
sun. You’ve made them equal to us!’

13“The landowner replied, ‘Friends, 
I’m not being unfair—I’m doing exactly 
what I said. Didn’t you agree to work for 
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60    Matthew 20

a	 20:15 Or “Is your eye evil because I am good?”
b	 20:16 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew, Aramaic, and a few later Greek manuscripts. 

This logion is not included in the majority of the Greek manuscripts but is found in Matt. 22:14.
c	 20:19 Or “gentiles.” By implication, the Romans.
d	 20:21 Or “Give the order.”
e	 20:22 Or “Are you able to drink from the cup I am about to drink?”
f 	 20:22 The naïveté of Jacob (James) and John is glaring. Their ambition is emphasized by hav-

ing their mother come to ask this favor. This event is included immediately after Jesus prophe-
sied for the third time his coming crucifixion. Their hearts were set on their own advancement 
rather than intercession for their Master.

g	 20:23 As translated from the Aramaic and the Hebrew Matthew.
h	 20:28 As translated from the Aramaic. The Greek is “a ransom paid for many.”

the standard wage? 14If I want to give 
those who only worked for an hour 
equal pay, what does that matter to you? 
15Don’t I have the right to do what I want 
with what is mine? Why should my gen-
erosity make you jealous of them?’a

16“Now you can understand what I 
meant when I said that the first will end 
up last and the last will end up being 
first. Everyone is invited, but few are 
the chosen.”b

Jesus Again Prophesies His Death
17Jesus was about to go to Jerusalem, 
so he took his twelve disciples aside pri-
vately and said to them, 18“Listen to me. 
We’re on our way to Jerusalem, and I 
need to remind you that the Son of Man 
will be handed over to the religious lead-
ers and scholars, and they will sentence 
him to be executed. 19And they will hand 
him over to the Romansc to be mocked, 
tortured, and crucified. Yet three days 
later he will be raised to life again.”

The Ambition of Jacob and John
20The wife of Zebedee approached Jesus 
with her sons, Jacob and John. She knelt 
before him and asked him for a favor.

21He said to her, “What is it that you 
want?”

She answered, “Make the decreed 
that these, my sons, will rule with you 
in your kingdom—one sitting on your 
right hand, one on your left.”

22Jesus replied, “You don’t know 
what you are asking.” Then, looking 
in the eyes of Jacob and John, Jesus 
said, “Are you prepared to drink from 
the cup of suffering that I am about to 
drink? And are you able to endure the 
baptism into death that I am about to 
endure?”e

They answered him, “Yes, we are 
able.”f

23“You will indeed drink the cup of 
my suffering and be immersed into my 
death,”g Jesus told them. “But to be the 
ones who sit at the place of highest 
honor is not mine to decide. My Father 
is the one who chooses them and pre-
pares them.”

24The other ten disciples were lis-
tening to all of this, and a jealous 
anger arose among them against the 
two brothers. 25Jesus, knowing their 
thoughts, called them to his side and 
said, “Kings and those with great 
authority in this world rule oppres-
sively over their subjects, like tyrants. 
26But this is not your calling. You will 
lead by a completely different model. 
The greatest one among you will live 
as the one who is called to serve oth-
ers, 27because the greatest honor and 
authority is reserved for the one with 
the heart of a servant. 28For even the 
Son of Man did not come expecting to 
be served but to serve and give his life 
in exchange for the salvation of many.”h
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Matthew 21    61

a	 20:30 The term Son of  David was used for the Messiah. The blind men believed Jesus was the 
Messiah.

b	 20:34 The Aramaic is “Jesus had nurturing love toward them.”
c	 20:34 This and the previous sentence, “Your faith has healed you,” are translated from the 

Hebrew Matthew. They are missing from the Greek text.
d	 21:1 Or “Bethphage,” which in Aramaic means “the house of stables.” Transliterated into 

Greek it means “the house of unripe figs.”
e	 21:5 See Zech. 9:9. Kings rode on horses, not donkeys. He chose the young colt as a symbol 

of humility and gentleness.
f 	 21:8 See 2 Kings 9:13.
g	 21:9 Or “Hosanna,” an Aramaic word that means “O, save (bring the victory), Lord!” The 

crowds were recognizing Jesus as Yahweh’s Messiah. By shouting out, “Son of David,” they 
were clearly expecting Jesus to immediately overthrow the Roman oppression and set the 
nation free. Many want victory before the cross, but true victory comes after resurrection!

Two Blind Men Healed
29As Jesus left Jericho a huge crowd 
gathered and followed him. 30And 
there were two blind men sitting on 
the roadside. When they heard that it 
was Jesus passing by, they shouted, 
“Son of David,a show us mercy, Lord!” 
31Those in the crowd scolded them and 
told them to be quiet. But the blind 
men shouted even louder, “Jesus, Son 
of David, show us mercy, Lord!”

32So Jesus stopped and had them 
brought to him. He asked them, “What 
do you want me to do for you?”

33They said, “Lord, we want to see! 
Heal us!”

34Jesus was deeply moved with com-
passionb toward them. So he touched 
their eyes, and instantly they could 
see! Jesus said to them, “Your faith 
has healed you.” And all the people 
praised God because of this miracle.c 
And the two men became his followers 
from that day onward.

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem

21 Now, as they were approaching 
Jerusalem they arrived at the 

place of the stablesd near the Mount of 
Olives. Jesus sent two of his disciples 
ahead, saying, 2“As soon as you enter 

the village, you will find a donkey teth-
ered along with her young colt. Untie 
them both and bring them to me. 3And 
if anyone stops you and asks, ‘What 
are you doing?’ just tell them, ‘The 
Lord of All needs them,’ and he will let 
you take them.”

4All of this happened to fulfill the 
prophecy:

5Tell Zion’s daughter:
“Look, your King arrives!
He’s coming to you humbly,
sitting on a donkey, riding on a 
donkey’s colt.”e

6So the two disciples went on ahead 
and did as Jesus had instructed them. 
7They brought the donkey and her colt 
to him and placed their cloaks and 
prayer shawls on the colt, and Jesus 
rode on it.

8Then an exceptionally large crowd 
gathered and carpeted the road before 
him with their cloaks and prayer 
shawls.f Others cut down branches 
from trees to spread in his path. 9Jesus 
rode in the center of the procession—
crowds going before him and crowds 
coming behind him, and they all 
shouted, “Bring the victory, Lord,g Son 
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62    Matthew 21

a	 21:9 As translated from the Aramaic. See Ps. 118:25–26.
b	 21:10 Or “The city was shaken [like with an earthquake]!”
c	 21:11 The Hebrew word Nazara (Nazareth) can be translated “Branch” or “Victorious One.” 

They were shouting, “This is Jesus, the Victorious One of Galilee!”
d	 21:12 The revered theologian and historian Jerome was the translator of the Bible into Latin. 

He also wrote a commentary on Matthew, which includes a fascinating thought about Jesus 
overturning the tables. Jerome writes, “For a certain fiery and starry light shone from his eyes, 
and the majesty of God gleamed in his face.”

e	 21:13 See Isa. 56:5–7; Jer. 7:11.
f 	 21:15 The Aramaic is “it seemed evil to them.”
g	 21:16 See Ps. 8:2. The Greek text quoting from Ps. 8 does not agree with either the Hebrew 

text, the Septuagint, or the Aramaic, but seems to line up with a version found in the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. You might say Jesus paraphrased the Scriptures to speak to his generation.

h	 21:17 The Hebrew Matthew adds, “There he was explaining the kingdom of God.”
i	 21:19 The fig tree is first mentioned in Gen. 3:7, with its leaves being a “covering” for fallen 

Adam and Eve to hide behind. It is connected to the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, and 
became a hiding place for Zacchaeus, who climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see Jesus. Many also 
equate the fig tree as being a symbol of Israel.

of David! He is the blessed one sent 
from the Lord Yahweh!a We celebrate 
with praises to God in the highest!”

10As Jesus entered Jerusalem, the 
people went wild with excitement—
the entire city was thrown into an 
uproar!b 11Some asked, “Who is this 
man?” And the crowds shouted back, 
“This is Jesus! He’s the prophet from 
Nazarethc of Galilee!”

Jesus in the Temple
12Upon entering Jerusalem Jesus went 
directly into the temple area and drove 
away all the merchants who were 
buying and selling their goods. He 
overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the stands of those 
selling doves.d 13And he said to them, 
“My dwelling place will be known as a 
house of prayer, but you have made it 
into a hangout for thieves!”e

14Then the blind and the crippled 
came into the temple courts, and Jesus 
healed them all. And the children cir-
cled around him shouting out, “Bless-
ings and praises to the Son of David!”

15But when the chief priests and 
religious scholars heard the children 

shouting and saw all the wonderful 
miracles of healing, they were furious.f 
16They said to Jesus, “Don’t you hear 
what these children are saying? This 
is not right!”

Jesus answered, “Yes, I hear them. 
But have you never read the Scripture, 
‘From the lips of children and infants 
you have ordained praise’?”g

17Jesus then left at once for the 
nearby village of Bethany, where he 
spent the night.h

18While walking back into the city 
the next morning, he got hungry. 19He 
noticed a lone fig tree by the side of 
the path and walked over to see if 
there was any fruit on it, but there 
was none—he found only leaves. So 
he spoke to the fig tree and said, “You 
will be barren and will never bear fruit 
again!” Instantly the fig treei shriveled 
up right in front of their eyes!

20Astonished, his disciples asked, 
“How did you make this fig tree 
instantly wither and die?”

21Jesus replied, “Listen to the truth. 
If you do not doubt God’s power and 
speak out of faith’s fullness, you can 
also speak to a tree and it will wither 
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Matthew 21    63

a	 21:21 The mountain and the sea are both metaphors. Mountains speak of kingdoms, and the 
sea represents the nations (e.g., “sea of humanity”). Faith brings the reality of the kingdom 
realm into the nations.

b	 21:22 Jesus taught his disciples that if faith’s fullness lived in them, they could speak to the 
physical creation around them and it would respond. Faith unlocks great authority for the 
believer.

c	 21:23 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew. The Greek is “authority.” See also vv. 24 and 27.
d	 21:28 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew.
e	 21:32 The Aramaic is “the way of goodness.”
f 	 21:33 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew. The Greek is “landowner.” See Isa. 5:1–7.
g	 21:33 The Aramaic can be translated “He planted a vineyard by a stream.”

away. Even more than that, you could 
say to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and 
be thrown into the sea’ and it will be 
done.a 22Everything you pray for with 
the fullness of faith you will receive!”b

The Authority of Jesus
23After this Jesus went into the tem-
ple courts and taught the people. 
The leading priests and Jewish elders 
approached him and interrupted him 
and asked, “By what powerc do you do 
these things, and who granted you the 
authority to teach here?”

24Jesus answered them, “I too have a 
question to ask you. If you can answer 
this question, then I will tell you by 
what power I do these things. 25Where 
did John’s authority to baptize come 
from? From heaven or from people?”

26They stepped away and debated 
among themselves, saying, “How 
should we answer this? If we say 
from heaven, he will say to us, ‘Then 
why didn’t you respond to John and 
believe what he said?’ But if we deny 
that God gave John his authority, 
we’ll be mobbed by the people, for 
they’re convinced that John was God’s 
prophet.”

27So they finally answered, “We 
don’t know.”

“Then neither will I tell you from 
where my power comes to do these 
things!” he replied.

The Parable of Two Sons
28Jesus said to his critics,d “Tell me 
what you think of  this parable:

“There once was a man with two 
sons. The father came to the first 
and said, ‘Son, I want you to go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ 29The son 
replied, ‘I’d rather not.’ But afterward, 
he deeply regretted what he said to 
his father, changed his mind, and 
decided to go to the vineyard. 30The 
father approached the second son and 
said the same thing to him. The son 
replied, ‘Father, I will go and do as you 
said.’ But he never did—he didn’t go 
to the vineyard. 31Tell me now, which 
of these two sons did the will of his 
father?”

They answered him, “The first one.”
Jesus said, “You’re right. For many 

sinners, tax collectors, and prostitutes 
are going into God’s kingdom realm 
ahead of you! 32John came to show 
you the path of righteousness,e yet the 
despised and outcasts believed in him, 
but you did not. When you saw them 
turn, you neither repented of your 
ways nor believed his words.”

The Parable of the Rejected Son
33“Pay close attention to this parable,” 
Jesus said. “There once was an honor-
able man who planted a vineyard.f He 
built a fence around it,g dug out a pit 
for pressing the grapes, and erected a 
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64    Matthew 22

a	 21:35 The obvious meaning of the parable is this: God is the landowner, the servants he sends 
are God’s prophets, and the son is Jesus Christ.

b	 21:37 As translated from the Aramaic. The Greek is “They will respect my son.”
c	 21:42 See Ps. 118:22–23. Or “capstone of the arch” or “keystone.” This is an obvious metaphor 

of Jesus Christ. He is a Stone that many will stumble over, and a Stone that will fall upon the 
unbeliever.

d	 21:42 The Aramaic and the Hebrew Matthew read “This came from the presence of [next to] 
Lord Yahweh and is a marvel in our eyes.”

e	 21:43 Or “nation.” The Hebrew Matthew and Aramaic can be translated “gentiles.” This is a 
prophecy of the church being given access to God’s kingdom realm through faith in Jesus 
Christ.

f 	 21:44 Or “falls upon this stone.” Some manuscripts do not include v. 44. The Hebrew Matthew 
does not have the last clause of v. 44.

g	 21:44 See Isa. 8:14–15; Dan. 2:34–35.
h	 22:2 See Isa. 25:6–8.

watchtower. Afterward he leased the 
land to tenant farmers and then went 
a distance away. 34At harvest time he 
sent his servants to the tenants to col-
lect the portion that was due him as 
the lord of the vineyard. 35But the ten-
ants seized his servants and beat one, 
killed another, and stoned another.a 
36So the landowner sent other servants, 
even more than at first, but they were 
mistreated the same way. 37Finally, 
he sent his own son to them, and he 
said to himself, ‘Perhaps with my own 
son standing before them they will be 
ashamed of what they’ve done.’b 38But 
when the tenants saw the son, they 
said, ‘This is the heir! Let’s kill him and 
then we can have his inheritance!’ 39So 
they seized him, took him outside the 
vineyard, and murdered him.

40“You tell me, when the lord of the 
vineyard comes, what do you think he 
will do to those tenants?”

41They answered, “He will bring a 
horrible death to those who did this 
evil and he will completely destroy 
them. Then he’ll lease his vineyard to 
different tenants who will be faithful 
to give him the portion he deserves.”

42Jesus said to them, “Haven’t you 
ever read the Scripture that says:

The very stone the builder rejected 
as flawed

has now become the most 
important

cornerstone.c This was the Lord’s 
pland—

isn’t it marvelous to behold?

43“This is why I say to you that the 
kingdom realm of God will be taken 
from you and given to a peoplee who 
will bear its fruit. 44The one who comes 
against this stonef will be broken, 
but the one on whom it falls will be 
pulverized!”g

45When the leading priests and 
the Pharisees realized that the para-
ble was referring to them, they were 
46outraged and wanted to arrest him at 
once. But they were afraid of the reac-
tion of the crowds, because the people 
considered him to be a prophet.

Parable of the Wedding Feast

22 As was his custom, Jesus con-
tinued to teach the people by 

using allegories. 2He illustrated the 
reality of heaven’s kingdom realm by 
saying, “There once was a king who 
arranged an extravagant wedding 
feast for his son.h 3On the day the 
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Matthew 22    65

a	 22:3 God is the king who prepares his kingdom feast for his Son, Jesus Christ. The messenger-
servants are the prophets he sends to summon the people to enter into the love feast of Jesus. It is 
all about the wedding of the Lamb to the bride of Christ. What a glorious feast is prepared for us!

b	 22:7 This was fulfilled by the Roman prince Titus (who eventually became emperor of Rome) 
in the Roman war of AD 67–70.

c	 22:9 The Aramaic is “go to the ends of the roads.”
d	 22:11 Those invited to come from the streets had no opportunity to buy wedding clothes. This 

wedding robe is a picture of the garment of righteousness that grace provides for us. The 
man without the wedding garment had one provided, but he didn’t want to change into new 
clothes. A change is necessary, for our King provides garments of white linen for us to wear, 
our wedding garments. See Isa. 52:1; Rev. 19:8.

e	 22:13 The Hebrew Matthew is “the lowest hell [sheol].”
f 	 22:14 Or “Many are called.” This can be understood to be a Semitic figure of speech that uni-

versalizes the invitation. See also Matt. 20:28.
g	 22:14 The Greek word eklektoi can mean “chosen,” but it can also be translated “worthy,” 

“pure,” “choice,” “excellent.” See 2 John 1, 13.
h	 22:16 The Hebrew Matthew is “They took violent men from Herod.” The Aramaic is “They 

took men from Herod’s household.” By bringing with them loyalists to Rome (Herodians), the 
Pharisees were convinced that Jesus would offend either the Jews, who despised paying the 
“poll tax” required of every adult male, or those political followers of Herod who sided with 
the Roman occupation.

festivities were set to begin, he sent 
his servantsa to summon all the invited 
guests, but they chose not to come. 
4So the king sent even more servants 
to inform the invited guests, saying, 
‘Come, for the sumptuous feast is now 
ready! The oxen and fattened cattle 
have been killed and everything is 
prepared, so come! Come to the wed-
ding feast for my son and his bride!’

5“But the invited guests were not 
impressed. One was preoccupied with 
his business; another went off to his 
farming enterprise. 6And the rest seized 
the king’s messengers and shamefully 
mistreated them, and even killed them. 
7This infuriated the king! So he sent his 
soldiers to execute those murderers and 
had their city burned to the ground.b

8“Then the king said to his servants, 
‘The wedding feast is ready, yet those 
who had been invited to attend didn’t 
deserve the honor. 9Now I want you to 
go into the streets and alleywaysc and 
invite anyone and everyone you find 
to come and enjoy the wedding feast 
in honor of my son.’

10“So the servants went out into the 
city streets and invited everyone to 
come to the wedding feast, good and 
bad alike, until the banquet hall was 
crammed with people! 11Now, when 
the king entered the banquet hall, he 
looked with glee over all his guests. 
But then he noticed a guest who was 
not wearing the wedding robe pro-
vided for him.d 12So he said, ‘My friend, 
how is it that you’re here and you’re 
not wearing your wedding garment?’ 
But the man was speechless.

13“Then the king turned to his ser-
vants and said, ‘Tie him up and throw 
him into the outer darkness,e where 
there will be great sorrow, with weep-
ing and grinding of teeth.’ 14For every-
one is invitedf to enter in, but few 
respond in excellence.”g

The Pharisees Try to Entrap Jesus
15Then the Pharisees came together to 
make a plan to entrap Jesus with his 
own words. 16So they sent some of their 
disciples together with some staunch 
supporters of Herod.h They said to 
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66    Matthew 22

a	 22:16 Or “You don’t look into the faces of men [before you speak the truth].”
b	 22:21 Actual coins from that era have been found with the emperor’s image and a superscrip-

tion saying, “Tiberius Caesar Augustus, son of the divine Augustus.”
c	 22:21 The coin belongs to Caesar because it carries his image. We have an obligation to God 

because we carry his image.
d	 22:23 The Aramaic clearly states that the Sadducees said to Jesus, “There is no life after 

death.”
e	 22:24 See Deut. 25:5–10.
f 	 22:32 As translated from the Aramaic and implied in the Greek.
g	 22:32 The implication Jesus is making is that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were all alive (in 

glory) when God spoke to Moses in the burning bush. See Ex. 3:6.
h	 22:33 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew. The Greek is “teaching.”

Jesus, “Teacher, we know that you’re 
an honest man of integrity and you 
teach us the truth of God’s ways. We 
can clearly see that you’re not one who 
speaks only to win the people’s favor, 
because you speak the truth without 
regard to the consequences.a 17So tell 
us, then, what you think. Is it proper for 
us Jews to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”

18Jesus knew the malice that was 
hidden behind their cunning ploy 
and said, “Why are you testing me, 
you imposters who think you have all 
the answers? 19Show me one of the 
Roman coins.” So they brought him a 
silver coin used to pay the tax. 20“Now, 
tell me, whose head is on this coin and 
whose inscription is stamped on it?”

21“Caesar’s,” they replied.
Jesus said, “Precisely, for the coin 

bears the image of the emperor Caesar.b 
Well, then, you should pay the emperor 
what is due to the emperor. But because 
you bear the image of  God,c give back to 
God all that belongs to him.”

22The imposters were baffled in the 
presence of all the people. When they 
realized once again that they were 
unable to trap Jesus, they went away 
stunned.

Marriage and the Resurrection
23Some of the Sadducees, a religious 
group that denied there was a resurrec-
tion of the dead,d came to ask Jesus this 

question: 24“Teacher, the law of Moses 
teaches that if a man dies before he 
has children, his brother should marry 
the widow and raise up children for his 
brother’s family line.e 25Now, there was 
a family with seven brothers. The old-
est got married but soon died, leaving 
his widow for his brother. 26The second 
brother married and also died, and the 
third also. This was repeated down 
to the seventh brother, 27when finally 
the woman also died. So here’s our 
dilemma: 28Which of the seven broth-
ers will be the woman’s husband when 
she’s resurrected from the dead, since 
they all were once married to her?”

29Jesus answered them, “You are 
deluded, because your hearts are not 
filled with the revelation of the Scrip-
tures or the power of God. 30For after 
the resurrection, men and women 
will not marry, just like the angels of 
heaven don’t marry. 31Haven’t you read 
what God said: 32‘I am the Living God,f 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob’? God is not the 
God of the dead, but of the living.”g

33When the crowds heard this they 
were dazed and astonished over his 
teaching!h

The Greatest Commandment
34When the Pharisees heard that Jesus 
had silenced the Sadducees, they 
called a meeting to discuss how to trap 

Property of BroadStreet Publishing.  Do not duplicate.



Matthew 23    67

a	 22:37 The Hebrew Matthew is “worship,” also quoted as “worship” by Justin Martyr (ca. AD 
165), First Apology XXI.

b	 22:37 Or “with all your mind.” See Deut. 6:5.
c	 22:39 As translated from the Aramaic word kareb, which means “one who is close to you” 

(emotionally or by proximity). The Greek is “neighbor.”
d	 22:39 See Lev. 19:18.
e	 22:44 See Ps. 110:1, which is the Old Testament passage of Scripture most often quoted in the 

New Testament.
f 	 22:45 As translated from the Aramaic. To those who insisted on only interpreting the Scrip-

tures literally, Jesus was proving there was a deeper spiritual interpretation. To say the Mes-
siah would be the Son of David means that the Anointed One would manifest the qualities and 
devotion that David walked in. A true “spiritual” son of David.

g	 23:2 Moses’ seat was a special seat in the ancient synagogues where the most respected elders 
of the people would sit to instruct them. See Deut. 17:10–11; John 9:28–29.

h	 23:5 See Num. 15:38; Deut. 22:12.

Jesus. 35Then one of them, a religious 
scholar, posed this question to test 
him: 36“Teacher, which commandment 
in the law is the greatest?”

37Jesus answered him, “  ‘Lovea the 
Lord your God with every passion of 
your heart, with all the energy of your 
being, and with every thought that is 
within you.’b 38This is the great and 
supreme commandment. 39And the 
second is like it in importance: ‘You 
must love your friendc in the same way 
you love yourself.’d 40Contained within 
these commandments to love you will 
find all the meaning of the Law and 
the Prophets.”

Jesus, Son of David—Lord of David
41While all the Pharisees were gathered 
together, Jesus took the opportunity to 
pose a question of his own: 42“What 
do you think about the Anointed One? 
Whose son is he?”

“The son of David,” they replied.
43Then Jesus said to them, “How is it 

that David, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
could call his son the Lord? For didn’t 
he say:

44The Lord said to my Lord,
‘Sit beside me in the place of 
authority

until I subdue all your enemies 
under your feet’?e

45“So how could David call his own 
son ‘the Lord’?”f

46No one could come up with an 
answer. And from that day on none of 
the Pharisees had the courage to ques-
tion Jesus any longer.

Superficial Spirituality versus Genuine 
Humility

23 Then Jesus addressed both the 
crowds and his disciples and 

said, 2“The religious scholars and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seatg as the 
authorized interpreters of the Law. 3So 
listen and follow what they teach, but 
don’t do what they do, for they tell you 
one thing and do another. 4They tie 
on your backs an oppressive burden 
of religious obligations and insist that 
you carry them, but will never lift a fin-
ger to help ease your load. 5Everything 
they do is done for show and to be 
noticed by others. They want to be seen 
as holy, so they wear oversized prayer 
boxes on their arms and foreheads with 
Scriptures inside, and wear extra-long 
tassels on their outer garments.h 6They 
crave the seats of highest honor at ban-
quets and in their meeting places. 7And 
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68    Matthew 23

a	 23:7 Or “rabbi,” an Aramaic word that means “master,” “chief,” “great one,” or “teacher.”
b	 23:8 Or “rabbi.”
c	 23:9 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew and the Aramaic. The Greek is “Call no one 

father.”
d	 23:10 Or “leader.”
e	 23:10 Jesus is emphasizing the priority of God over titles of men and over all teachers, fathers, 

and leaders. He is not teaching us to be disrespectful to teachers, fathers, and leaders, but that 
God must be in first place over all others. See Deut. 17:9–10.

f 	 23:13 Or “woe.”
g	 23:13 The Hebrew Matthew is “You have hidden the keys of knowledge and shut the kingdom 

of heaven from the children of men.”
h	 23:14 As translated from the Aramaic and the Hebrew Matthew. The most reliable Greek man-

uscripts do not include this verse, and it is omitted by modern translations.
i	 23:15 Or “son of Gehenna.” Gehenna is an Aramaic word for the garbage dump outside of 

Jerusalem, which became a metaphor for hell.
j	 23:16 The Aramaic is “blind rescuers.”
k	 23:17 Or “you blind fools.”

how they love to be admired by men 
with their titles of respect, aspiring to 
be recognized in public and have oth-
ers call them ‘Reverend.’a

8“But you are to be different from 
that. You are not to be called ‘master,’b 
for you have only one Master, and you 
are all brothers and sisters. 9And you 
are not to be addressed as ‘father,’c 
for you have one Father, who is in 
heaven. 10Nor are you to be addressed 
as ‘teacher,’d for you have one Teacher, 
the Anointed One.e 11The greatest 
among you will be the one who always 
serves others. 12Remember this: If you 
have a lofty opinion of yourself and 
seek to be honored, you will be hum-
bled. But if you have a modest opin-
ion of yourself and choose to humble 
yourself, you will be honored.”

Jesus Pronounces Seven Woes
13“Great sorrow awaitsf you religious 
scholars and you Pharisees—such 
frauds and pretenders! You do all you 
can to keep people from experienc-
ing the reality of heaven’s kingdom 
realm.g Not only do you refuse to enter 
in, you also forbid anyone else from 
entering in!

14“Great sorrow awaits you religious 
scholars and you Pharisees—frauds 
and pretenders! For you eat up the 
widow’s household with the ladle of  
your prayers. Because of  this, you will 
receive a greater judgment.h

15“Great sorrow awaits you religious 
scholars and you Pharisees—such 
frauds and pretenders! For you will 
travel over land and sea to find one 
disciple, only to make him twice the 
child of helli as yourselves.

16“You blind guides!j Great sorrow 
awaits you, for you teach that there’s 
nothing binding when you swear by 
God’s temple, but if you swear by the 
gold of the temple, you are bound 
by your oath. 17You are deceived and 
blind!k Which is greater, the gold or the 
temple that makes the gold sacred? 
18And you say that whoever takes an 
oath by swearing, ‘By the altar,’ it is 
nothing. But if you swear, ‘By the gift 
upon the altar,’ then you are obligated 
to keep your oath. 19What deception! 
For what is greater, the gift or the altar 
that makes the gift sacred? 20Who-
ever swears by the altar swears by 
the altar and everything offered on it. 
21And whoever swears by the temple 
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Matthew 23    69

a	 23:23 Or “You tithe on mint, dill, and cumin [caraway seed].” See Lev. 27:30; Num. 18:12; 
Deut. 14:22–23. The law of Moses only obligated tithing on grain, wine, and oil. The religious 
scholars added to the law their interpretation, which added vegetables and herbs to their list 
of what should be tithed.

b	 23:23 Or “faithfulness.” The Hebrew Matthew is “justice, loving-kindness, and truth.” The 
Aramaic is “justice, grace, and faith.” See Mic. 6:8; Zech. 7:9.

c	 23:24 This is best seen as an Aramaic pun, because the Aramaic word for gnat is qamla, and 
the word for camel is gamla. The gnat becomes a metaphor of what is least and insignificant, 
for swallowing a gnat will not hurt you. But the camel becomes a picture of self-righteousness. 
To swallow a camel would indeed kill you.

swears by it and the one who dwells 
in it. 22And whoever swears by heaven 
swears by the throne of God and by 
God, who sits upon it.

23“Great sorrow awaits you religious 
scholars and Pharisees—frauds and 
pretenders! For you are obsessed with 
peripheral issues, like insisting on 
paying meticulous tithes on the small-
est herbs that grow in your gardens.a 
These matters are fine, yet you ignore 
the most important duties of all: to 
walk in the love of God, to display 
mercy to others, and to live with integ-
rity.b Readjust your values and place 
first things first. 24What blind guides! 
Nitpickers! You will spoon out a gnat 
from your drink, yet at the same time 
you’ve gulped down a camel without 
realizing it!c

25“Great sorrow awaits you religious 
scholars and Pharisees—frauds and 
imposters! You are like one who will 
only wipe clean the outside of a cup 
or bowl, leaving the inside filthy. You 
are foolish to ignore the greed and 
self-indulgence that live like germs 
within you. 26You are blind to your evil. 
Shouldn’t the one who cleans the out-
side also be concerned with cleaning 
the inside? You need to have more than 
clean dishes; you need clean hearts!

27“Great sorrow awaits you reli-
gious scholars and Pharisees—frauds 
and imposters! You are nothing more 
than tombs painted over with white 

paint—tombs that look shining and 
beautiful on the outside but filled with 
rotting corpses on the inside. 28Out-
wardly you masquerade as righteous 
people, but inside your hearts you are 
full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

29“Great sorrow awaits you religious 
scholars and Pharisees—frauds and 
imposters! You build memorials for 
the prophets your ancestors killed and 
decorate the monuments of the godly 
people your ancestors murdered. 
30Then you boast, ‘If we had lived 
back then, we would not have joined 
them in killing the prophets.’ 31But 
your words and deeds testify that you 
are just like them and prove that you 
are indeed the descendants of those 
who murdered the prophets. 32Go 
ahead and finish what your ancestors 
started! 33You are nothing but snakes 
in the grass, the offspring of poison-
ous vipers! How will you escape the 
judgment of hell if  you refuse to turn 
in repentance?

34“For this reason I will send you 
more prophets and wise men and 
teachers of truth. Some you will cru-
cify, and some you will beat merci-
lessly with whips in your meeting 
houses, abusing and persecuting them 
from city to city. 35As your penalty, you 
will be held responsible for the righ-
teous blood spilled and the murders of 
every godly person throughout your 
history—from the blood of righteous 

Property of BroadStreet Publishing.  Do not duplicate.



70    Matthew 24

a	 23:35 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew. See 2 Chron. 24:20–21. This strengthens the 
argument that the original manuscript of Matthew was written in Hebrew. The Greek errone-
ously lists Zechariah’s father as Barachiah. There was indeed a Zechariah son of Barachiah, 
but he didn’t live until after the crucifixion of Christ and was killed in a massacre in AD 69 by 
zealots inside the temple. See Sabine Baring-Gould, The Lost and Hostile Gospels (Williams & 
Norgate, 1874), 138. It is also recorded by the Jewish historian Josephus that Zechariah was 
the son of Jehoiada. B. J. 4.6.4. Furthermore, Jerome, in his commentary on Matthew, says, 
“In the [Hebrew] Gospel [of Matthew] which the Nazarenes use, for ‘son of Barachiah’ we find 
written, ‘son of Jehoiada.’ ” Quoted from http://www.textexcavation.com.

b	 23:37 Or “apostles” (sent ones).
c	 23:38 See Jer. 12:7; 22:5.
d	 23:39 See Ps. 118:26.
e	 24:2 This prophecy of Jesus was fulfilled by the Roman prince Titus, who, in the Roman 

war of AD 67–70, destroyed the temple. In about AD 135 the emperor Hadrian completely 
destroyed the city of Jerusalem and built a new city on its foundations and named it Aelia 
Capitolina.

f 	 24:3 Or “presence” (Gr. parousia).
g	 24:3 Although it is possible to translate this “the end of the world,” the Hebraic mind-set of 

the end of days is a transition into a new age of the Messiah’s coming when all things will be 
restored.

Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son 
of Jehoiada,a whom you killed as he 
stood in the temple between the bra-
zen altar and the Holy Place. 36I tell you 
the truth: the judgment for all these 
things will fall upon this generation!”

Jesus Prophesies Judgment Coming 
to Jerusalem
37“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem—you are 
the city that murders your prophets! 
You are the city that stones the very 
messengers who were sentb to deliver 
you! So many times I have longed to 
gather a wayward people, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings—
but you were too stubborn to let me. 
38And now it is too late, since your city 
will be left in ruins.c 39For you will not 
see me again until you are able to say, 
‘We welcome the one who comes to us 
in the name of the Lord.’ ”d

Jesus Prophesies the Destruction of 
the Temple

24 As Jesus was leaving the tem-
ple courts, his disciples came 

to him and pointed out the beautiful 
architecture of the temple. 2And Jesus 
turned to them and said, “Take a good 
look at all these things, for I’m telling 
you, there will not be one stone left 
upon another. It will all be leveled!”e

3Later, when they arrived at the 
Mount of Olives, his disciples came 
privately to where he was sitting and 
said, “Tell us, when will these things 
happen? And what sign should we 
expect to signal your comingf and the 
completion of this age?”g

4Jesus answered, “At that time 
deception will run rampant. So beware 
that you are not fooled! 5For many 
will appear on the scene claiming my 
authority or saying about themselves, 
‘I am the Anointed One,’ and they will 
lead many astray.

6“You will hear of wars and revolu-
tions on every side, with more rumors 
of wars to come. Don’t panic or give 
in to your fears, for the breaking apart 
of the world’s systems is destined to 
happen. But it won’t yet be the end; it 
will still be unfolding.
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Matthew 24    71

a	 24:7 Or “ethnic group.” See 2 Chron. 15:6; Isa. 19:2.
b	 24:7 Although missing from a few Greek manuscripts, “horrible epidemics” is found in the 

Hebrew Matthew, the Aramaic, and the majority of Greek texts.
c	 24:8 The Passion Translation is aware of distorted use of the words “new age”; however, true 

believers in Christ anticipate the coming of a new day (age) dawning, with Christ and his bride 
ruling the nations. See Joel 2; Rev. 3:21.

d	 24:9 Or “because of my name.”
e	 24:10 Or “Many will stumble” (or take offense).
f 	 24:13 As translated from the Aramaic. The Greek is “endure.”
g	 24:15 Or “the abomination [sin] that brings desolation [desecration].” See Dan. 8:13; 9:27; 

11:31; 12:11. Jesus is saying that Daniel’s prophecy was not yet fulfilled in Jesus’ time. Many 
see the fulfillment of this prophecy in AD 70, when Titus, the Roman prince, went into the 
temple and sacrificed animals to Jupiter.

h	 24:15 The Aramaic is “the defiling sign of desolation piling up (setting up) in the Holy Place.”
i	 24:15 These parenthetical words were added by Matthew to encourage us to seek the Lord for 

the understanding of this mystery. Jesus, speaking in the role of the True Prophet, gives us 
truth to ponder in veiled language.

j	 24:16 See Jer. 16:16; Zech. 14:5; Luke 21:20–22.
k	 24:17 Or “on the roof.”

7“Nationsa will go to war against 
nations and kingdoms against king-
doms. And there will be terrible earth-
quakes, horrible epidemics,b and 
famines in place after place. 8This is 
how the birth pains of  the new age will 
begin!”c

Persecution of Believers
9“You can expect to be persecuted, 
even killed; for you will be hated by 
all the nations because of your love 
for me.d 10Then many will stop fol-
lowing me and fall away,e and they 
will betray one another and hate one 
another. 11And many lying prophets 
will arise, deceiving multitudes and 
leading them away from the path of 
truth. 12There will be such an increase 
of the sin of lawlessness that those 
whose hearts once burned with pas-
sion for God and others will grow cold. 
13But hold your hopef firmly to the 
end and you will experience life and 
deliverance.

14“Yet through it all, the good news 
of heaven’s kingdom will be pro-
claimed all over the world, providing 

every nation with a demonstration of 
the reality of God. And after that the 
end of this age will arrive.”

The Detestable Idol That Brings 
Misery
15“When you witness what Daniel 
prophesied, ‘the disgusting destroy-
er,’g taking its standh in the Holy Place 
[let the reader learn],i 16then those in 
the land of Judah must escape to the 
higher ground.j 17On that day, if you 
happen to be outside,k don’t go back 
inside to gather belongings. 18And if 
you’re working out in the field, don’t 
run back home to get a coat. 19It will be 
especially hard for pregnant women 
and for those nursing their babies in 
those days. 20So pray that your escape 
will not be during the winter months 
or on a Sabbath. 21For this will be a 
time of great misery beyond the mag-
nitude of anything the world has ever 
seen or ever will see. Unless God lim-
ited those days, no one would escape. 
22But because of his love for those cho-
sen to be his, he will shorten that time 
of trouble.
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72    Matthew 24

a	 24:24 The Aramaic is “prophets of lies.”
b	 24:26 Or “in the inner rooms.”
c	 24:27 Or “presence” (Gr. parousia).
d	 24:28 Or “Wherever you find the corpse, there the eagles will gather.” This peculiar verse is 

best understood as a parallel of vultures knowing where the carcass is (for example) to how 
instinctively believers will know when Jesus has appeared.

e	 24:29 See Isa. 13:10; 34:4; Joel 2:10; Amos 8:9. This can also be viewed as a Hebraic meta-
phor of the lights of the natural realm being shut off and replaced with heaven’s glory—lights 
out on the old order. Sun, moon, and stars are also representative of the governmental struc-
tures failing with great calamity. A new order, a new glory, is coming to replace the fading 
glories of this world.

f 	 24:30 See Zech. 12:10–14; Rev. 1:7.
g	 24:30 The Hebrew Matthew is “mighty warriors.”
h	 24:31 There is always a deeper meaning to the literal understanding of the text of the Bible. 

This deeper meaning does not negate the literal, but gives a fuller comprehension. Clouds are 
metaphors of God’s presence among his people. The trumpet blast is symbolic of the universal 
announcement that will be heard by all.

i	 24:31 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew, which can also be translated “with a great 
shout.” This is also found in the Latin Vulgate translated by Jerome, who is believed to have 
had access to the manuscript of the Hebrew Matthew.

j	 24:34 Or “generation.”

23“And you will hear reports from 
some, saying, ‘Look, he has returned,’ 
‘The Messiah is over here,’ or ‘The 
Messiah is over there!’ Don’t believe 
it. 24For there will be imposters falsely 
claiming to be God’s ‘Anointed One,’ 
and false prophetsa will arise to per-
form miracle signs to lead astray, if 
possible, those God has chosen to be 
his. 25Remember this, for I prophesy 
it will happen! 26So if someone says 
to you, ‘Look, the Anointed One has 
returned! He’s in the desert,’ don’t go 
chasing after him. Or if they say to 
you, ‘Look, he’s here in our house,’b 
don’t believe it. 27The appearingc of the 
Son of Man will burst forth with the 
brightness of lightning shining from 
the eastern sky to the west. 28How do 
birds of prey know where the dead 
body is?d They just know instinctively, 
and so you will know when I appear.”

The Appearing of the Son of Man
29“Then immediately this is what will 
take place: ‘The sun will be darkened 

and the moon give no light. The stars 
will fall from the sky and all the cos-
mic powers will be shaken.’e 30Then the 
sign announcing the Son of Man will 
appear in the sky, and all the nations 
of the earth will mourn over him.f And 
they will see the Son of Man appear-
ing in the clouds of heaven, revealed 
with mighty power,g great splendor, 
and glory. 31And he will send his mes-
sengers with the loud blast of the 
trumpet,h and with a great voicei they 
will gather his beloved chosen ones 
from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other!”

A Parable of the Fig Tree
32“Now learn the lesson from the para-
ble of the fig tree. When spring arrives 
and it sends out its tender branches 
and sprouts leaves, you know that 
summer is near. 33So it will be with 
you, for when you observe all these 
things taking place, you will know that 
he is near, even at the door! 34I assure 
you, the end of this agej will not come 
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Matthew 24    73

a	 24:36 A few Greek manuscripts add “nor the Son.” However, that phrase is missing in many 
Greek texts and is not found in the Hebrew Matthew, the Aramaic, or the Latin Vulgate.

b	 24:37 Or “so it will be in the Lord’s presence” (Gr. parousia).
c	 24:38 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew, which is literally “being fruitful and multiply-

ing” (having children). The Greek is “marrying and giving in marriage.”
d	 24:41 One of the three manuscripts of the Hebrew Matthew, known as Shem-Tob, includes 

additional text: “This is because the angels at the end of the age will first remove the stum-
bling blocks [the wicked] from the world and will separate the good from the evil.” This pas-
sage is not speaking of what is known as the “rapture,” for as it was in the days of Noah, the 
evil were “taken” and the righteous were “left.”

e	 24:51 Most likely hyperbole. The Greek word dichotomeō could also mean that God “will sep-
arate him from himself” (soul and body).

until all I have spoken comes to pass. 
35The earth and sky will wear out and 
fade away before one word I speak 
loses its power or fails to accomplish 
its purpose.”

Live Always Ready for His Appearing
36“Concerning that day and exact hour, 
no one knows when it will arrive, not 
even the angels of heavena—only the 
Father knows. 37For it will be like it was 
in the days of Noah when the Son of 
Man appears.b 38Before the flood, peo-
ple lived their lives eating, drinking, 
marrying, and having children.c 39They 
didn’t realize the end was near until 
Noah entered the ark, and then sud-
denly, the flood came and took them 
all away in judgment. It will happen 
the same way when the Son of Man 
appears. 40At that time, two men will 
be working on the farm; one will be 
taken away in judgment, the other left. 
41Two women will be grinding grain; 
one will be taken away in judgment, 
the other left.d 42This is why you must 
stay alert: because no one knows the 
day your Lord will come.

43“But realize this: If a homeowner 
had known what time of night the bur-
glar would come to rob his house, he 
would have been alert and ready, and 
not let his house be robbed. 44So always 

be ready, alert, and prepared, because 
at an hour when you’re not expecting 
him, the Son of Man will come.”

The Wise and Faithful Servant
45“What would qualify a servant to 
manage his master’s house? He would 
be a wise servant who is both faithful 
and dependable. The master would 
commission him to oversee others, 
for he would lead them well and give 
them food at the right time. 46What joy 
and blessing will come to that faithful 
servant when the master comes home 
to find him serving with excellence! 
47I can promise you, the master will 
raise him up and put him in charge of 
all that he owns.

48“But the evil servant says in his 
heart, ‘My master delays his coming, 
and who knows when he will return?’ 
And because of  the delay, the servant 
mistreats those in his master’s house-
hold. Instead of  caring for the ones he 
was appointed to serve, 49he abuses 
the other servants and begins to party 
with drunkards. 50Let me tell you 
what will happen to him. His master 
will suddenly return unexpectedly, 
and he will remove the abusive, self-
ish servant from his position of trust. 
51And the master will cut him in twoe 
and assign him to the place of great 
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a	 24:51 Or “gnashing of teeth.”
b	 25:1 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew and a few Greek manuscripts. Most Greek manu-

scripts have only “bridegroom.” This would mean the ten virgins were going to marry one man, 
a doubtful teaching from Jesus. The ten virgins were bridesmaids, ladies-in-waiting. This was not 
Jesus condoning polygamy. It is possible that the parable hints of Zech. 8:23. Jesus will be seen as 
the Bridegroom in the last days. Not only our King and our Lord but also our Bridegroom. When 
Jesus was asked what the sign of his coming would be (24:3), he gives his disciples two parables 
to describe the two types of believers in the last days. One would relate to Jesus as servants to a 
Master (24:45–51), and the other would relate to him as a bride to a Bridegroom (25:1–13).

c	 25:2–4 See v. 8. Oil in the Scriptures is a metaphor of the Holy Spirit, who brings us revelation 
of the Word of God and power for ministry.

d	 25:6 This is not simply “meet him,” for it is a rare Greek noun that means to “have a meeting” 
or “an encounter.” See also 1 Thess. 4:17.

e	 25:13 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew.
f 	 25:15 Or “five talents . . . two talents . . . one talent.” A talent, although hard to determine exactly 

how much it represents, is a measure of weight. King Solomon received 666 talents of gold as 
his yearly tribute. A talent is clearly a large sum of money. See 2 Chron. 9:13 and 1 Kings 10:14.

sorrow and anguisha along with all the 
other hypocrites.”

A Parable about Ten Virgins

25 “When my coming draws near, 
heaven’s kingdom realm can 

be compared to ten maidens who took 
their oil lamps and went outside to 
meet the bridegroom and his bride.b 
2–4Five of them were foolish and ill-
prepared, for they took no extra oilc for 
their lamps. Five of them were wise, 
for they took flasks of olive oil with 
their lamps. 5When the bridegroom 
didn’t come when they expected, they 
all grew drowsy and fell asleep. 6Then 
suddenly, in the middle of the night, 
they were awakened by the shout ‘Get 
up! The bridegroom is here! Come out 
and have an encounter with him!’d 
7So all the girls got up and trimmed 
their lamps. 8But the foolish ones were 
running out of oil, so they said to the 
five wise ones, ‘Share your oil with us, 
because our lamps are going out!’

9“ ‘We can’t,’ they replied. ‘We don’t 
have enough for all of us. You’ll have 
to go and buy some for yourselves!’

10“While the five girls were out buy-
ing oil, the bridegroom appeared. 

Those who were ready and waiting 
were escorted inside with him and the 
wedding party to enjoy the feast. And 
then the door was locked. 11Later, the 
five foolish girls came running up to 
the door and pleaded, ‘Lord, Lord, let 
us come in!’

12“But he called back, ‘Go away! Do 
I know you? I can assure you, I don’t 
even know you!’

13“That is the reason you should 
always stay awake and be alert, 
because you don’t know the day or 
the hour when the Bridegroom will 
appear.”e

A Parable about Financial 
Stewardship
14“Again, heaven’s kingdom is like 
a wealthy man who went on a long 
journey and summoned all his trusted 
servants and assigned his financial 
management over to them. 15Before 
he left on his journey, he entrusted 
a bag of five thousand gold coins to 
one of his servants, to another a bag 
of two thousand gold coins, and to 
the third a bag of one thousand gold 
coins, each according to his ability to 
manage.f
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a	 25:24 Or “that you harvest where you didn’t sow and gather where you didn’t plant.” This is 
most likely a proverb, a figure of speech that reinforces the thought of the servant that his 
master was strict, harsh, and ruthless. The attitude of the servant was “You are so ruthless; 
you’re like a man who expects a harvest from a field he didn’t plant!”

b	 25:26 Or “evil.”
c	 25:27 The Aramaic can be translated “Why didn’t you throw my money into the offering? Then 

I would have returned to ask for what was mine together with its bounty.” The implication is 
that money given in sacred offering to God will be returned with even more, by God’s gener-
osity. See Luke 6:38.

d	 25:29 By implication the parable is stating, “The one who has [a heart of faithful stewardship] 
will be given more [to manage]. And the one who has very little [faithfulness, wisdom, integ-
rity] will lose the little he has [failed to manage well].”

16“The one entrusted with five thou-
sand gold coins immediately went out 
and traded with the money, and he 
doubled his investment. 17In the same 
way, the one who was entrusted with 
two thousand gold coins traded with 
the sum and likewise doubled his 
investment. 18But the one who had 
been entrusted with one thousand gold 
coins dug a hole in the ground and 
buried his master’s money.

19“After much time had passed, the 
master returned to settle accounts 
with his servants. 20The one who was 
entrusted with five thousand gold coins 
came and brought ten thousand, say-
ing, ‘See, I have doubled your money.’

21“Commending his servant, the 
master replied, ‘You have done well, 
and proven yourself to be my loyal 
and trustworthy servant. Because you 
have been a faithful steward to man-
age a small sum, now I will put you in 
charge of much, much more. You will 
experience the delight of your master, 
who will say to you, “Enter into the joy 
of your Lord!” ’

22“Then the one who had been 
entrusted with two thousand gold coins 
came in and said, ‘See, my master, I 
have doubled what you have entrusted 
to me.’

23“Commending his servant, the 
master replied, ‘You have done well, 
and proven yourself to be my loyal 

and trustworthy servant. Because you 
were faithful to manage a small sum, 
now I will put you in charge of much, 
much more. You will experience the 
delight of your master, who will say 
to you, “Enter into the joy of your 
Lord!” ’

24“Then the one who had been 
entrusted with one thousand gold 
coins came to his master and said, 
‘Look, sir. I know that you are a hard 
man to please and you’re a shrewd and 
ruthless businessman who grows rich 
on the backs of others.a 25I was afraid 
of you, so I went and hid your money 
and buried it in the ground. But here it 
is—take it, it’s yours.’

26“But his master said to him, ‘You’re 
an untrustworthyb and lazy servant! If 
you knew I was a shrewd and ruth-
less business man who always makes 
a profit, why didn’t you deposit my 
money in the bank? 27Then I would 
have received it all back with interest 
when I returned.c 28But because you 
were unfaithful, I will take the one 
thousand gold coins and give them to 
the one who has ten thousand. 29For the 
one who has will be given more, until 
he overflows with abundance. And the 
one with hardly anything, even what 
little he has will be taken from him.’d

30“Then the master said to his other 
servants, ‘Now, throw that good-for-
nothing servant far away from me into 
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a	 25:32 See Dan. 7:13–14.
b	 25:34 Or “from before the fall” of the world.

the outer darkness, where there will be 
great misery and anguish!’ ”

The Judgment of the Multitudes
31“When the Son of Man appears in 
his majestic glory, with all his angels 
by his side, he will take his seat on 
his throne of splendor, 32and all the 
nations will be gathered together 
before him.a And like a shepherd who 
separates the sheep from the goats, 
he will separate all the people. 33The 
‘sheep’ he will put on his right side 
and the ‘goats’ on his left. 34Then the 
King will turn to those on his right and 
say, ‘You have a special place in my 
Father’s heart. Come and experience 
the full inheritance of the kingdom 
realm that has been destined for you 
from before the foundationb of the 
world! 35For when you saw me hun-
gry, you fed me. When you found me 
thirsty, you gave me drink. When I had 
no place to stay, you invited me in, 
36and when I was poorly clothed, you 
covered me. When I was sick, you ten-
derly cared for me, and when I was in 
prison you visited me.’

37“Then the godly will answer him, 
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or 
thirsty and give you food and some-
thing to drink? 38When did we see you 
with no place to stay and invite you in? 
When did we see you poorly clothed 
and cover you? 39When did we see you 
sick and tenderly care for you, or in 
prison and visit you?’

40“And the King will answer them, 
‘Don’t you know? When you cared 
for one of the least of these, my little 
ones, my true brothers and sisters, you 
demonstrated love for me.’

41“Then to those on his left the King 
will say, ‘Leave me! For you are under 
the curse of eternal fire that has been 
destined for the devil and all his demons. 
42For when you saw me hungry, you 
gave me no food, and when you saw 
me thirsty, you gave me no drink. 43I had 
no place to stay, and you refused to take 
me in as your guest. When you saw me 
poorly clothed, you closed your hearts 
and did not clothe me. When you saw 
that I was sick, you didn’t lift a finger to 
help me, and when I was imprisoned, 
you never came to visit me.’

44“And then those on his left will say, 
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry 
or thirsty and not give you food and 
something to drink? When did we 
see you homeless, or poorly clothed? 
When did we see you sick and not help 
you, or in prison and not visit you?’

45“Then he will answer them, ‘Don’t 
you know? When you refused to help 
one of the least important among 
these my little ones, my true brothers 
and sisters, you refused to help and 
honor me.’ 46And they will depart from 
his presence into eternal punishment. 
But the godly and beloved ‘sheep’ will 
enter into eternal bliss.”

Jesus Prophesies His Crucifixion

26 After Jesus had completed his 
teachings, he said to his disci-

ples, 2“You know that the Feast of the 
Passover begins in two more days. 
That’s when the Son of Man will be 
betrayed and handed over to be cru-
cified.”

3Meanwhile, the prominent priests 
and religious leaders of the nation 
were gathered in the palace of 
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a	 26:3 Caiaphas was a Sadducee with political connections to Pilate’s government. He was the 
son-in-law of Annas, who had been deposed from his office by the Roman procurator Vale-
rious, but he was still viewed by the people as the high priest. In effect, Israel had two high 
priests at the same time, Annas and Caiaphas, thus violating Jewish law.

b	 26:4 Or “deceitfully” (Aramaic “with false testimony”).
c	 26:6–7 Or “the house of Simon the leper.” It is implied that he had been healed by Jesus, for 

a leper. Some scholars equate him with Simon the Pharisee due to similarities with Luke’s 
account in Luke 36–49.

d	 26:6–7 Jars such as this usually had a long neck that would be broken off and the oil poured 
out. The woman is identified as Mary, the sister of Lazarus and Martha. See Song. 1:12; Mark 
14:3; Luke 7:37; John 12:1–5.

e	 26:6–7 This was spikenard (or nard), a spice taken from a plant that grows in northern India 
near the Himalayas. This costly perfume would have been carried over land to the Middle East. 
Many believe this jar of spikenard would have cost the average worker a year’s wages. It was 
a common practice among the Jews to prepare a body for burial with fragrant ointment.

f 	 26:12 It is entirely possible that when the Roman soldiers pierced Jesus’ beautiful feet and put 
the crown of thorns on his lovely head, they could have smelled this fragrant oil.

g	 26:13 Jesus’ prophecy is that this woman’s act of devotion, mentioned in three of the four 
gospels, would be preached as part of the gospel message of new life.

h	 26:14 Or “Judah Iscariot.” Iscariot is not his last name or the name of a town. It means “lock-
smith.” Iscariot comes from an Aramaic word for “brass lock.” The one who held the key to the 
finances of the twelve disciples brazenly wanted to lock up Jesus.

i	 26:15 See Zech. 11:12–13. Assuming the thirty pieces of silver were tetradrachms, it would 
represent about four months’ wages of a skilled worker. If the coins were the Roman denarius, 
it would be about five weeks’ wages. If they were Jewish shekels, it would have been a very 
modest sum. How could anyone put a monetary value on the life of the glorious Son of God?

Caiaphasa the high priest. 4That’s when 
they made their decision to secret-
lyb have Jesus captured and killed. 
5But they all agreed, “We can’t do this 
during the Passover celebrations or we 
could have a riot on our hands.”

A Woman Anoints Jesus
6–7Then Jesus went to Bethany, to the 
home of Simon,c a man Jesus had 
healed of leprosy. A woman came into 
the house, holding an alabaster flaskd 
filled with expensive, fragrant oil.e 
She came right to Jesus, and in a lav-
ish gesture of  devotion, she poured out 
the costly oil, and it cascaded over his 
head as he was at the table. 8When the 
disciples saw this, they were offended. 
“What a total waste!” they grumbled. 
9“We could have sold it for a great deal 
of money and given it to the poor.”

10Jesus knew their thoughts and 
said to them, “Why are you critical of 
this woman? She has done a beauti-
ful act of kindness. 11You will always 
have someone poor whom you can 
help, but you will not always have me. 
12When she poured the fragrant oil 
over me, she was preparing my body 
for burial.f 13I promise you that when 
this wonderful gospel spreads all over 
the world, the story of her lavish devo-
tion to me will also be mentioned in 
memory of her.”g

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus
14One of the twelve apostles, Judas 
the locksmith,h went to the leading 
priests 15and said, “How much are 
you willing to pay me to betray Jesus 
into your hands?” They agreed to pay 
him thirty silver coins.i 16Immediately 
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a	 26:17 Or “the first day of Unleavened Bread.” The Aramaic reads “on the day before the Pass-
over festival.” This was the first day of an eight-day celebration to commemorate the deliver-
ance of the Hebrew slaves out of Egypt. The Jews would eat a roasted lamb after sunset in a 
family group of at least ten people. The meal would include bitter herbs (in remembrance of 
their bitter years of slavery), unleavened bread, and four cups of wine mixed with water. See 
Num. 9:2–5.

b	 26:17 That is, “the Passover seder.”
c	 26:18 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew and other external evidence. The Greek text 

does not include this sentence; however, it seems to be essentially the same as found in 
Luke 22:15, which may support the theory that part of Luke’s eyewitness accounts may have 
included Matthew.

d	 26:18 The Greek is actually “Mr. So-and-So.” This was someone who would know who the 
teacher was and understand what it meant when Jesus said, “My time is near.” The Hebrew 
Matthew adds this line: “He will volunteer for the task.”

e	 26:18 An obvious ellipsis that could mean “My time of fulfilling my destiny” is near.
f 	 26:23 Or “he who has dipped his hand with me in the dish.” This is a figure of speech of 

one who was an intimate friend of Jesus. To break bread together was a sign of friendship 
throughout the Middle East.

g	 26:25 Notice that the other eleven disciples called Jesus “Lord.” Judas called him “teacher.”
h	 26:27 As translated from the Aramaic.

Judas began to scheme and look for 
an opportunity to betray him.

Jesus Celebrates Passover with His 
Disciples
17On the first day of Passover,a the day 
when all bread made with yeast was 
removed from every Jewish home, the 
disciples came to Jesus and asked, 
“Where should we prepare the Pass-
over mealb for you?”

18He answered them, “My heart 
longs with great desire to eat this 
Passover meal with you.c Go into Jeru-
salem and you will encounter a man.d 
Tell him that the teacher says, ‘My 
appointed timee is near. I am coming 
to your home to eat the Passover meal 
with my disciples.’ ”

19The disciples did as Jesus had 
instructed them, and they prepared 
the Passover meal. 20When evening 
came he took his place at the table and 
dined with the Twelve. 21While they 
were eating, Jesus spoke up and said, 
“One of you is about to betray me.”

22Feeling deeply hurt by these 
words, one after another asked him, 
“You don’t mean me, do you?”

23He answered, “It is one who has 
shared meals with me as an intimate 
friend.f 24All that was prophesied of me 
will take place, but how terrible it will 
be for the one who betrays the Son of 
Man. It would be far better for him if 
he had never been born!”

25Then finally, Judas the traitor 
spoke up and asked him, “Teacher,g 
perhaps it is I?”

Jesus answered, “You said it.”

The Lord’s Supper
26As they ate, Jesus took the bread 
and blessed it and broke it and gave 
it to his disciples. He said to them, 
“This is my body. Eat it.” 27Then tak-
ing the cup of wine, he gave thanks 
to the Father, he entered into cov-
enant with them,h saying, “This is 
my blood. Each of you must drink it 
in fulfillment of the covenant. 28For 
this is the blood that seals the new 
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a	 26:28 The Aramaic word khawdata can be translated “new,” but is better rendered “renewed” 
covenant or “repaired” covenant. See Lev. 17:11; Jer. 31:31–37. After each disciple took the 
cup and drank from it, they passed it to the next one. This was a love covenant between Jesus 
and each of his disciples, and it sealed the affection they had for one another.

b	 26:29 We are now in the realm of the kingdom of God. The Holy Spirit brings us into the body 
of Christ and into the reality of the kingdom of God. It is growing and increasing in scope, and 
every time believers drink of the cup of communion, Jesus is present with us. It is the Lord’s 
table, not ours. This was a prophecy of what would happen in just a matter of days from then, 
as believers would break bread together in remembrance of what Jesus did for them. See Acts 
2:42. Jesus now drinks it with us in a new way, and not just once a year at Passover, but every 
time we worship him by taking communion.

c	 26:30 Or “a hymn.” The Aramaic is “They offered praise.” It was the custom after celebrating 
the Passover seder to conclude with singing one of the Hallel psalms (Pss. 115–118).

d	 26:31 See Zech. 13:7.
e	 26:36 Or “Gethsemane,” which means “oil press.” This was located on the lower slope of the 

Mount of Olives near the brook Kidron. King David left Jerusalem weeping as he crossed the 
Kidron Valley and went up the Mount of Olives (2 Sam. 15:23). Now the Son of David comes 
into that valley with great sorrow on his way into Jerusalem to be crucified. Kidron comes 
from the Hebrew verb qadar, which means “to grow dark” or “to mourn.”

f 	 26:37 Or “Peter and the two sons of Zebedee.”

covenant.a It will be poured out for 
many for the complete forgiveness of 
sins. 29The next time we drink this, I 
will be with you and we will drink it 
together with a new understanding 
in the kingdom realm of my Father.”b

30Then they sang a psalmc and left 
for the Mount of Olives.

Jesus Prophesies Peter’s Denial
31Along the way Jesus said to them, 
“Before the night is over, you will all 
desert me. This will fulfill the proph-
ecy of the Scripture that says:

I will strike down the shepherd
and all the sheep will scatter far 
and wide!d

32“But after I am risen, I will go 
ahead of you to Galilee and will meet 
you there.”

33Then Peter spoke up and said, 
“Even if all the rest lose courage and 
fall away, I will still be beside you, 
Jesus!”

34“Are you sure, Peter?” Jesus said. 
“In fact, before the rooster crows a few 
hours from now, you will have denied 
me three times.”

35Peter replied, “I absolutely will 
never deny you, even if I have to die 
with you!” And all the others said the 
same thing.

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane
36Then Jesus led his disciples to an 
orchard called “The Oil Press.”e He told 
them, “Sit here while I go and pray 
nearby.” 37He took Peter, Jacob, and 
John with him.f However, an intense 
feeling of great sorrow plunged 
his soul into agony. 38And he said to 
them, “My heart is overwhelmed and 
crushed with grief. It feels as though 
I’m dying. Stay here and keep watch 
with me.”

39Then he walked a short distance 
away, and overcome with grief, 
he threw himself facedown on the 
ground and prayed, “My Father, if 
there is any way you can deliver me 
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a	 26:39 Or “If possible, take away this cup of suffering.” The cup becomes a metaphor of the 
great suffering that Jesus had to drink that night in the garden. However, Jesus was not asking 
the Father for a way around the cross. Rather, he was asking God to keep him alive through 
this night of suffering so that he could carry the cross and take away our sins. According to the 
prophecies of the Old Testament, Jesus was to be pierced on a cross. We learn from Heb. 5:7 
that Jesus’ prayer was answered that night as the cup was indeed taken from him. An angel of 
God came to strengthen him and deliver him from premature death. The “cup” he was asking 
God to let pass from him was the cup of premature death that Satan was trying to make him 
drink in the garden, not the death he would experience the next day on the cross. He had 
already sweat drops of blood, but the prophecies had to be fulfilled of being pierced on a cross 
for our transgressions. God answered his cry and he lived through the agony of Gethsemane 
so that he could be our sacrifice for sin on Calvary. Jesus did not waver in the garden. We have 
a brave Savior.

b	 26:39 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew. See Luke 22:43, which may be evidence of 
Luke having access to the Hebrew Matthew account.

c	 26:41 The Aramaic is “the flesh is failing.”
d	 26:42 See the first footnote for v. 39 and Heb. 5:7.
e	 26:49 This would have been the customary kiss among the Jews of that day.
f 	 26:50 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew.
g	 26:50 As translated from the Aramaic. The Greek is “Do what you’ve come to do.”
h	 26:51 From John 18:10 we learn that the disciple was Peter. Matthew, although knowing it was 

his friend Peter, kept him from any embarrassment by not naming him in his Gospel narrative.

from this suffering,a please take it from 
me. Yet what I want is not important, 
for I only desire to fulfill your plan 
for me.” Then an angel from heaven 
appeared to strengthen him.b

40Later, he came back to his three 
disciples and found them all sound 
asleep. He awakened Peter and said to 
him, “Could you not stay awake with 
me for even one hour? 41Keep alert 
and pray that you’ll be spared from 
this time of testing. Your spirit is eager 
enough, but your humanity is weak.”c

42Then he left them for a second 
time to pray in solitude. He said to 
God, “My Father, if there is not a way 
that you can deliver me from this suf-
fering,d then your will must be done.”

43He came back to the disciples and 
found them sound asleep, for they 
couldn’t keep their eyes open. 44So he 
left them and went away to pray the 
same prayer for the third time.

45When he returned again to his dis-
ciples, he awoke them, saying, “Are 

you still sleeping? Don’t you know the 
hour has come for the Son of Man to 
be handed over to the authority of sin-
ful men? 46Get up and let’s go, for the 
betrayer has arrived.”

The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus
47At that moment Judas, his once-
trusted disciple, appeared, along with a 
large crowd of men armed with swords 
and clubs. They had been sent to arrest 
Jesus by order of the ruling priests and 
Jewish religious leaders. 48Now, Judas, 
the traitor, had arranged to give them a 
signal that would identify Jesus, for he 
had told them, “Jesus is the one whom 
I will kiss. So seize him!”

49Judas quickly stepped up to Jesus 
and said, “Shalom, Rabbi,” and he 
kissed him on both cheeks.e

50“My beloved friend,”f Jesus said, 
“is this why you’ve come?”g

Then the armed men seized Jesus to 
arrest him. 51But one of the disciplesh 
pulled out a dagger and swung it at 
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a	 26:52 The Aramaic reads, “Those who have taken up swords against me will all die by the 
sword.” The Aramaic is a prophecy that those armed men who came against Jesus in the 
garden that night would die by the sword.

b	 26:53 A legion was a detachment of six thousand Roman soldiers. Jesus could have called 
down seventy-two thousand angels to come to his aid. The number twelve was a reminder to 
the twelve disciples that God had more than enough protection for them all.

c	 26:57 The Greek word for “led” (apago) is the word used for a shepherd who ties a rope around 
the neck of a lamb and leads it. This was the fulfillment of Isa. 53:7: “He was led like a gentle 
lamb to be slaughtered.”

d	 26:57 Or “elders.” The supreme Jewish council (Sanhedrin) is made explicit in v. 59.
e	 26:58 The Aramaic is “temple ushers.”
f 	 26:59 Or “Sanhedrin” (or Great Sanhedrin), which was a council of seventy men who were 

appointed to serve as the leadership of the Jewish community and the affairs of the temple.
g	 26:64 See Ps. 110:2; Dan. 7:13.

the servant of the high priest, slashing 
off his ear. 52Jesus said to him, “Put 
your dagger away. For all those who 
embrace violence will die by violence.a 
53Don’t you realize that I could ask my 
heavenly Father for angels to come at 
any time to deliver me? And instantly 
he would answer me by sending more 
than twelve legions of angelsb to come 
and protect us. 54But that would thwart 
the prophetic plan of God. For it has 
been written that it would happen this 
way.”

55Then Jesus turned to the mob and 
said, “Why would you arrest me with 
swords and clubs as though I were 
an outlaw? Day after day I sat in the 
temple courts with you, teaching the 
people, yet you didn’t arrest me. 56But 
all of this fulfills the prophecies of the 
Scriptures.”

At that point all of his disciples ran 
away and abandoned him.

Jesus Is Condemned by the Religious 
Leaders
57Those who arrested Jesus led himc 
away to Caiaphas, the chief priest, and 
to a meeting where the religious schol-
ars and the supreme Jewish council 
were already assembled.d 58Now, Peter 
had followed the mob from a dis-
tance all the way to the chief priest’s 

courtyard. And after entering, he sat 
with the servantse of the chief priest 
who had gathered there, waiting to see 
how things would unfold. 59The chief 
priests and the entire supreme Jewish 
council of leadersf were doing their 
best to bring false charges against 
Jesus, because they were looking for 
a reason to put him to death.

60Many false witnesses came for-
ward, but the evidence could not be 
corroborated. Finally two men came 
forward 61and declared, “This man 
said, ‘I can destroy God’s temple and 
build it again in three days!’ ”

62Then the chief priest stood up and 
said to Jesus, “Have you nothing to say 
about these allegations? Is what they’re 
saying about you true?” 63But Jesus 
remained silent before them. So the 
chief priest said to him, “I charge you 
under oath—in the name of the living 
God, tell us once and for all if you are 
the anointed Messiah, the Son of God!”

64Jesus answered him, “You just 
said it yourself. And more than that, 
you are about to see the Son of Man 
seated at the right hand of God, the 
Almighty.g And one day you will also 
see the Son of Man coming in the 
heavenly clouds!”

65This infuriated the chief priest, 
and as an act of outrage, he tore his 
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82    Matthew 27

a	 26:73 Peter, being from Capernaum in Galilee, spoke the northern dialect of Aramaic, while 
the people of Jerusalem spoke the southern dialect (Chaldean).

b	 27:7 Implied in the historical context. This was the field owned by a potter, used for making 
clay vessels.

c	 27:9 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew. See Zech. 11:12–13. The Greek manuscripts 
incorrectly identify the prophecy as from Jeremiah. There is no clear prophecy found in Jere-
miah that is quoted here by Matthew. The Aramaic reads simply, “spoken of by the prophet.” 
The Hebrew Matthew correctly states, “spoken through Zechariah.”

robe and shouted, “What blasphemy! 
No more witnesses are needed, for 
you heard this grievous blasphemy.” 
66Turning to the council he said, “Now, 
what is your verdict?”

“He’s guilty and deserves the death 
penalty!” they answered. 67Then they 
spat on his face and slapped him. 
Others struck him over and over with 
their fists. 68Then they taunted him by 
saying, “Oh, Anointed One, prophesy 
to us! Tell us which one of us is about 
to hit you next?”

Peter’s Denials
69Meanwhile, Peter was still sitting out-
side in the courtyard when a servant girl 
came up to him and said, “I recognize 
you. You were with Jesus the Galilean.”

70In front of everyone Peter denied 
it and said, “I don’t have a clue what 
you’re talking about.”

71Later, as he stood near the gateway 
of the courtyard, another servant girl 
noticed him and said, “I know this man 
is a follower of Jesus the Nazarene!”

72Once again, Peter denied it, and 
with an oath he said, “I tell you, I don’t 
know the man!”

73A short time later, those standing 
nearby approached Peter and said, 
“We know you’re one of his disci-
ples—we can tell by your speech. Your 
Galilean accent gives you away!”a

74Peter denied it, and using profan-
ity he said, “I don’t know the man!” At 
that very moment the sound of a crow-
ing rooster pierced the night. 75Then 

Peter remembered the prophecy of 
Jesus, “Before the rooster crows you 
will have denied me three times.” With 
a shattered heart, Peter left the court-
yard, sobbing with bitter tears.

Jesus Condemned by the Religious 
Leaders

27 Before dawn that morning, all 
the chief priests and religious 

leaders resolved to take action against 
Jesus and decided that he should be 
executed. 2So they bound him and led 
him away to Pilate, the Roman gov-
ernor.

Judas Commits Suicide
3Now, when Judas, the betrayer, saw 
that Jesus had been sentenced to death, 
remorse filled his heart. He returned the 
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests 
and religious leaders, 4saying, “I have 
sinned by betraying an innocent man.”

They replied, “Why are you bother-
ing us? That’s your problem.”

5Then Judas flung the silver coins 
inside the temple and went out and 
hanged himself.

6The chief priests, picking up the 
pieces of silver, said, “We can’t keep 
this, for it’s unlawful to put blood 
money into the temple treasury.” 7So 
after some deliberation, they decided 
to purchase the potter’s field of  clay,b 
to use as a cemetery for burying 
strangers. 8That’s why that land has 
been called “The Field of Blood.” 9This 
fulfilled the prophecy of Zechariah:c
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He Could Have Called
Don’t you realize that I could ask my heavenly Father for angels to come at 
any time to deliver me? And instantly he would answer me by sending more 

than twelve legions of  angels to come and protect us.
Matthew 26:53
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ARTIST NOTES
I love pondering the unseen supernatural world, a realm more real than 
the one we see with our eyes. Imagine the crucifixion. Was Jesus helpless 
and killed because he had no alternative? Surely Peter thought so when he 
withdrew his sword to supposedly protect Christ. What did Jesus do? He 
reminded Peter of Christ’s authority and ability to call on more than twelve 
legions of angels if he wanted to.

I named this painting after an old church song: “He Could Have Called 
Ten Thousand Angels.” A single legion was six thousand Roman soldiers. If 
Jesus had called twelve legions, he would have had seventy-two thousand or 
more angels at his command!

Notice the solitary angel who stayed at the crucifixion site—just in case 
Jesus changed his mind. I had him raise his sword to Christ as a soldier 
would have saluted a monarch who died. No matter how long that angel 
waited, our Savior would never change his mind about his plan to save us. 

Jesus finished the work he came to accomplish, and in the process, 
he showed us what true love is all about. Even before he came to this 
heaven-and-earth-defining moment, Jesus told his disciples: “Great love is 
demonstrated when a person sacrifices his life for his friends” (John 15:13).

FIND YOUR STORY
As a young girl who was extra small for my age, I faced a few bullies. If I 
could have called ten thousand angels to shock the meanness out of them, 
believe me, I would have!

I marvel when I think of Jesus restraining his power on the cross. To 
me, restraint is one of his superpowers. Ever thought about it that way? 
Name some of his other remarkable traits.

Describe a time when you could have done something amazing in the 
eyes of man, but you instead chose to obey God. How might the outcome 
have been different if you had sought man’s favor and approval over God’s?

How often do you think about the supernatural world of angels and 
demons? In what way has your awareness shifted over the years? And what 
do you think about more, angels or demons?

Jesus displayed supernatural love and power when he stayed silent, 
refusing to be rescued. Consider a time when you kept your mouth sealed 
out of love, even though it meant resisting the urge to defend yourself. How 
did you feel afterward? In what way can you show loving restraint today?

Name a hero of the faith who died for the sake of love and obedience to 
God. What did that person do? Describe the impact.
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Matthew 27    83

a	 27:9 Thirty pieces of silver is also the price someone owed if their ox killed a slave (Exod. 21:32).
b	 27:9 As translated from the Aramaic.
c	 27:10 Or “as the Lord directed me.”
d	 27:16 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew and a few Greek manuscripts. Most Greek texts 

have only Barabbas. The name Barabbas is Aramaic and means “son of a father” or “son who 
is like his father.” He becomes a picture of every son of Adam, our father. Some believe this 
is a figure of speech, a nickname for one who was born an illegitimate son, with no known 
father. The true Son of the Father was crucified that day.

e	 27:19 Or “sat on the judgment seat.”
f 	 27:19 As translated from the Aramaic.
g	 27:24 See Deut. 21:6–7.
h	 27:24 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew and the Aramaic.
i	 27:24 The Aramaic is “You do as you please!”

They took the thirty pieces of 
silver,a

the price at which he was valued 
by the people of Israel,

the price of a precious man,b

10And they bought the potter’s field,
as the Lord directed.c

Jesus Brought before Pilate
11As Jesus stood in front of the Roman 
governor, Pilate asked him, “So, you 
are the king of the Jews?”

Jesus answered, “You have just spo-
ken it.” 12Then he was accused by the 
chief priests and religious leaders, but 
he remained silent.

13Pilate said, “Don’t you hear these 
allegations?” 14But Jesus offered no 
defense to any of the charges, much to 
the great astonishment of Pilate.

15Now, every year at Passover it 
was the custom of the governor to 
pardon a prisoner and release him 
to the people—anyone they wanted. 
16And at that time, Pilate was holding 
in custody a notorious criminal named 
Jesus Barabbas.d 17So as the crowds of 
people assembled outside of Pilate’s 
residence, he went out and offered 
them a choice. He asked them, “Who 
would you want me to release to you 
today, Jesus who is called Barabbas, 
or Jesus who is called the Anointed 
One?” 18(Now, Pilate was fully aware 

that the religious leaders had handed 
Jesus over to him because of their bit-
ter jealousy.)

19Just then, as Pilate was presiding 
over the tribunal,e his wife sent him an 
urgent message: “Don’t harm that holy 
man,f for I suffered a horrible night-
mare last night about him!”

20Meanwhile, the chief priest and the 
religious leaders were inciting the crowd 
to ask for Barabbas to be freed and to 
have Jesus killed. 21So Pilate asked them 
again, “Which of the two men would 
you like me to release for you?”

They shouted, “Barabbas.”
22Pilate asked them, “Then what 

would you have me to do with Jesus 
who is called the Anointed One?”

They all shouted back, “Crucify 
him!”

23“Why?” Pilate asked. “What has he 
done wrong?”

But they kept shouting out, “Crucify 
him!”

Jesus Condemned to Death
24When Pilate realized that a riot was 
about to break out and that it was use-
less to try to reason with the crowd, he 
sent for a basin of water. After wash-
ing his handsg in front of the people, 
he said, “I am innocent of the blood of 
this righteous man.h The responsibility 
for his death is now yours!”i
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84    Matthew 27

a	 27:28 The Greek word ekduo means “to fully undress.” This was an act meant to shame and 
humiliate.

b	 27:32 Or “from Cyrene,” which is present-day Tripoli, Libya.
c	 27:33 The Aramaic word Golgotha is, in Latin, calvaria, or Calvary. Origen, an early church 

father (185–253 AD), recorded that Jesus was crucified at the place where Adam was buried 
and where his skull was found. David brought Goliath’s head (Goliath and Golgotha are taken 
from the same root word) and buried it outside of Jerusalem. Some believe this is where it got 
its name, Golgotha (the place of the skull). The cross has to pierce the place of the skull for our 
minds to submit to the revelation of the cross.

d	 27:34 See Ps. 69:21. Jesus was twice offered a painkiller on the cross and did not drink it. He 
knew he was to drink the cup of suffering the Father had given him. He did that for you.

e	 27:37 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew. See John 19:20. The sign was written in Ara-
maic, Latin, and Greek. Aramaic was the language of the common people in Israel. Hebrew 
ceased to be their spoken language after 450 BC, when the Jews returned from Babylon. 
Aramaic remained the language of Israel for nearly one thousand years. Latin was the official 
language of the Roman Empire. The inscription was also in Greek, for the Alexandrian Jews 
who had come to observe the Passover in Jerusalem would be unable to read Aramaic. The 
words were “Jesus, the Nazarene, King of the Jews.” The first letters of each of the four words 
written on the sign in Aramaic (Hebrew) were Y-H-W-H (Y’shua Hanozri Wumelech a Yehudim). 
To write these letters, YHWH (also known as the Tetragrammaton), was the Hebrew form of 
writing the sacred name “Yahweh.” No wonder the chief priests were so offended by this sign 
and insisted that Pilate change it. This was a sign given to Israel, for over Jesus’ head on the 
cross was written “Y-H-W-H! God, the Savior, bled to death for you.”

f 	 27:38 See Isa. 53:12.

25And the crowd replied, “Let his 
blood be on us and on our children!”

26So he released Barabbas to the 
people. He ordered that Jesus be 
beaten with a whip of leather straps 
embedded with metal, and afterward 
be crucified. 27Then the guards took 
him into their military compound, 
where a detachment of nearly six hun-
dred soldiers surrounded him.

28They stripped off his clothinga and 
placed a scarlet robe on him to make 
fun of him. 29Then they braided a 
crown of thorns and forcefully shoved 
it onto his head. After placing a reed 
staff in his right hand, they knelt down 
before him and mocked him, saying, 
“Hail, king of the Jews!” 30Then they 
spat in his face and took the reed staff 
from his hand and hit him repeatedly 
on his head, driving the crown of  thorns 
deeper. 31When they finished ridiculing 
him, they took off the scarlet robe and 
put his own clothes back on him and 

led him away to be crucified. 32And as 
they came out of the city, they stopped 
an African man named Simon, from 
Libya,b and compelled him to carry the 
cross for Jesus.

The Crucifixion
33They brought Jesus to Golgotha, which 
means “Skull Hill.”c 34And there the sol-
diers offered him a mild painkiller, a 
drink of wine mixed with gall,d but after 
tasting it, he refused to drink it.

35Then they crucified Jesus, nailing 
his hands and feet to the cross. The 
soldiers divided his clothing among 
themselves by rolling dice to see who 
would win them. 36And the soldiers 
stood there to watch what would 
happen and to keep guard over him. 
37Above his head they placed a sign 
that read, “This is Jesus of Nazareth,e 
King of Israel.”

38Two criminals were also crucified 
with Jesus, one on each side of him.f 
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Matthew 27    85

a	 27:41 See Pss. 22:17; 109:25; Lam. 2:15.
b	 27:45 Or “the land.”
c	 27:46 The last words of Jesus were spoken in Aramaic. Every Greek text gives a transliteration 

of the Aramaic words and then translates them back into Greek.
d	 27:46 See Pss. 22:1; 42:9. The Aramaic can be translated “for this purpose you have spared 

me.”
e	 27:49 A few Greek manuscripts have an additional sentence: “A soldier took a lance and pierced 

him in the side and blood and water poured out.” It is not found in the Aramaic and many Greek 
texts of Matthew. If included, it would mean the soldier took Jesus’ life with his lance. However, 
Jesus said that no man could take his life from him. The evidence is compelling that it was not 
part of the original text, but was taken from John 19:34 and added here.

f 	 27:50 See Luke 23:46 and John 19:30 to read the words he shouted out at death.
g	 27:51 It was obviously the hand of God that tore the veil from top to bottom. In Matthew 26:56 

it was the High Priest who tore his clothes in the presence of Jesus. Now God tears his veil in 
the presence of the High Priest offering the Passover blood in the Holy of Holies.

h	 27:53 The Aramaic reads “after their rising.”
i	 27:53 Perhaps one was Joseph, for he had asked that his bones be buried in the promised 

land. He saw a resurrection coming and didn’t want to be left out. See Heb. 11:22. Jesus’ res-
urrection was so powerful that many were instantly raised back to life again along with him.

39And those who passed by shook their 
heads and ridiculed him, 40saying, “We 
heard you boast that you could destroy 
the temple and rebuild it in three days! 
Why don’t you save yourself now? If 
you’re really God’s Son, come down 
from the cross!”

41Even the ruling priests, with the 
Jewish scholars and religious leaders, 
joined in the mockerya 42and kept on 
saying, “He saved others, but he can’t 
even save himself! Israel’s king, is he? 
He should pull out the nails and come 
down from the cross right now; then 
we’ll believe in him! 43He puts his trust 
in God, so let’s see if it’s true, and see 
if God really wants to rescue him, for 
he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ”

44Even the two criminals who were 
crucified with Jesus began to taunt 
him, hurling their insults on him.

The Death of the Savior
45For three hours, beginning at noon, 
a sudden and unexpected darkness 
came over the earth.b 46And at three 
o’clock Jesus shouted with a mighty 
voice in Aramaic, “Eli, Eli, lema 

sabachthani?”c—that is, “My God, My 
God, why have you deserted me?”d 
47Some who were standing near the 
cross misunderstood and said, “He’s 
calling for Elijah.” 48One bystander ran 
and got a sponge, soaked it with sour 
wine, then put it on a stick and held 
it up for Jesus to drink. 49But the rest 
said, “Leave him alone! Let’s see if Eli-
jah comes to rescue him.”e

50Jesus passionately cried out,f took 
his last breath, and gave up his spirit.

51At that moment the veil in the Holy 
of Holies was torn in two from the top 
to the bottom.g The earth shook vio-
lently, rocks were violently split apart, 
52and graves were opened. Then many 
of the holy ones who had died were 
brought back to life and came out of 
their graves. 53And after Jesus’ resur-
rection,h they were seen by many peo-
ple walking in Jerusalem.i

54Now, when the Roman military 
officer and his soldiers witnessed what 
was happening and felt the powerful 
earthquake, they were extremely ter-
rified. They said, “There is no doubt, 
this man was the Son of God!”

Property of BroadStreet Publishing.  Do not duplicate.



86    Matthew 28

a	 27:57 As translated from the Aramaic. Ramah (formerly Ramathaim Zophim) was the village 
of Samuel, situated on a hill overlooking Jerusalem. The Greek is “Joseph of Arimathea.” Luke 
tells us that he was a member of the Sanhedrin. See Luke 23:50–51. It is possible that Joseph 
may have lost a son the age of Jesus when Herod killed the infants.

b	 27:61 As translated from the Hebrew Matthew. See v. 56 and 28:1.
c	 27:66 This official seal, if broken, would bring the death penalty to the offender.
d	 28:1 This was Mary, the mother of Jacob and Joseph. See Mark 16:1; Luke 24:10.
e	 28:2–4 As translated from the Aramaic.
f 	 28:6 As translated from the Aramaic.
g	 28:6 As translated from the Aramaic and some Greek texts.
h	 28:7 Or “He is going ahead of you to Galilee and you will see him there. Behold, I have told you!”

55Watching from a distance were 
many of the women who had followed 
him from Galilee and given him sup-
port. 56Among them were Mary Mag-
dalene; Mary, the mother of Jacob and 
Joseph; and the mother of Jacob and 
John.

The Burial of Jesus
57At the end of the day, a wealthy 
man named Joseph, a follower of 
Jesus from the village of Ramah,a 
58approached Pilate and asked if he 
could take custody of the body of 
Jesus. So Pilate consented and ordered 
that the body be given to him. 59Then 
Joseph wrapped the body in a shroud 
of fine linen and placed it in his own 
unused tomb, which had only recently 
been cut into the rock. 60They rolled a 
large stone to seal the entrance of the 
tomb and left.

61Sitting across from the tomb were 
Mary Magdalene and the other Marys,b 
watching all that took place.

62The next day, the day after 
Preparation Day for Passover, the 
chief priests and the Pharisees went 
together to Pilate. 63They said to him, 
“Our master, we remember that this 
imposter claimed that he would rise 
from the dead after three days. 64So 
please, order the tomb to be sealed 
until after the third day. Seal it so that 
his disciples can’t come and steal the 

corpse and tell people he rose from the 
dead. Then the last deception would 
be worse than the first!”

65“I will send soldiers to guard the 
tomb,” Pilate replied. “Go with them 
and make the tomb as secure as possi-
ble.” 66So they left and sealed the stone,c 
and Pilate’s soldiers secured the tomb.

The Resurrection of Jesus

28 After the Sabbath ended, at the 
first light of dawn on the first 

day of the week, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Maryd went to take a look at 
the tomb. 2–4Suddenly, the earth shook 
violently beneath their feet as the 
angel of the Yahwehe descended from 
heaven. Lightning flashed around him 
and his robe was dazzling white! The 
guards were stunned and terrified—
lying motionless like dead men. Then 
the angel walked up to the tomb, rolled 
away the stone, and sat on top of it!

5The women were breathless and 
terrified, until the angel said to them, 
“There’s no reason to be afraid. I know 
you’re here looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. 6He isn’t here—he has risen 
victoriously,f just as he said! Come 
inside the tomb and see the place 
where our Lord was lying.g 7Then run 
and tell his disciples that he has risen 
from the dead! I give you his message: 
“I am going ahead of you to Galilee 
and you will see me there.”h
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Reentry
My light stole the show that day. 

Darkness ran away, dizzy with dread. 
Graves opened, dead men returned to life, 

and nobody stayed the same.

From winepress to dazzling limelight, 
I overturned a thousand wrinkles of doubt, 

ironed out ancient mysteries, 
and stirred up a thousand new ones.

Brains spun at the reality of raw immortality. 
Jittery fingers scratched puzzled heads. And I, 

your Grave-robber, made an impression 
transcending empty graveclothes.

The Resurrection
Suddenly, the earth shook violently beneath their feet as the angel  

of  Yahweh descended from heaven. Lightning flashed around him and  
his robe was dazzling white! The guards were stunned and terrified— 
lying motionless like dead men. Then the angel walked up to the tomb, 

rolled away the stone, and sat on top of  it!
Matthew 28:2–4
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ARTIST NOTES
Michelangelo painted The Creation of Adam for the Sistine Chapel. 
Rembrandt painted The Prodigal Son. Every artist seeks to paint a definitive 
subject that captures a distinct moment where viewers can insert themselves 
into the experience.

For me, the ultimate subject is Christ’s resurrection. This is the one act 
in history that separates Christianity from every other philosophy, religion, 
and creed. We serve a risen Savior! The fact that Christ walked out of that 
tomb is a historical and theological fact that no one can disprove. Some 
ignore it, but who can truly deny it?

Taking my cue from Hebrews 12:1, I realized the greatest scene would 
involve Christ emerging from the tomb with heroes of the faith surrounding 
him. At last, they could see the fulfillment of prophesies long dreamed 
about. From left to right we have Abraham, Isaiah, David, and Moses. On the 
right we see Elijah, Noah, Esther, John the Baptizer, and Daniel.

The One bookended by these heroes of our faith is the Hero of heroes 
in the middle. Notice how he emerges from the tomb in glorious light. The 
Father did his best work when he raised Christ from the dead. 

FIND YOUR STORY
Christ’s resurrection echoes a distinct hope-filled feeling that says, “It’s good 
to be alive!” If you’re going through a difficult season, ask God to empower 
you with his healing breath and resurrection power. Let him pour hope into 
your lungs and bring old dreams back to life! Read Romans 8:10–11 and 
declare it in faith over your situation.

In what ways do you die daily and find yourself resurrected by Christ’s 
power? It may be sacrificially giving up something good in order to stay on 
task with something better. For me, dying to self sometimes means saying 
no to a friend in order to obey God’s assignment, even at the cost of being 
misunderstood. If we’re falsely accused, we’re in good company with the 
risen King.

Have you or someone you know had a heavenly encounter that left you 
with outstretched arms of praise or on your knees in humble reverence? 
What happened? Did your feelings and actions resemble those of anyone in 
this painting?

Jesus shocked everybody with his glorious resurrection miracle. 
Doubters became instant believers. People trapped in darkness saw a great 
light. Have you ever experienced the power of God in a way that instantly 
shifted your belief system? 

How does Christ’s timeless resurrection story affect your thoughts and 
actions today? What areas of your soul need to be raised back to life? What 
dreams need resuscitation? Pour out your heart to the Risen One!
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Matthew 28    87

a	 28:9 Or “Be rejoicing!”
b	 28:10 What an incredible truth! Believers are now his brothers and sisters. See Heb. 2:11.
c	 28:18 There is a sentence found in the Aramaic that is missing in all but one Greek manuscript, 

which reads, “As my Father has sent me, so I send you.”
d	 28:20 The Aramaic is “keep” or “guard” (a fortress).
e	 28:20 Or “I am with you all the appointed days” (Variorum Version).

8They rushed quickly to tell his dis-
ciples, and their hearts were filled with 
fear, awe, and great joy at the same 
time.

9Along the way, Jesus suddenly 
appeared in front of them and said, 
“Rejoice!”a They were so overwhelmed 
by seeing him that they bowed down 
and grasped his feet in adoring 
worship.

10Then Jesus said to them, “Throw 
off all your fears. Go and tell my broth-
ersb to go to Galilee. They will find me 
there.”

The Guards Report What They 
Witnessed
11After the women left the tomb, a few 
of the guards went into Jerusalem and 
told the chief priests everything they 
had seen and heard. 12So the chief 
priests called a meeting with all the 
religious leaders and came up with a 
plan. They bribed the guards with a 
large sum of money 13and told them, 
“Tell everyone, ‘While we were asleep, 

his disciples came at night and stole 
his body!’ 14If Pilate finds out about 
this, don’t worry. We’ll make sure you 
don’t get blamed.” 15So they took the 
money and did as they were told. (That 
is why the story of the guards is still 
circulated among the Jews to this day.)

The Great Commission
16Meanwhile, the eleven disciples 
heard the wonderful news from the 
women and left for Galilee, to the 
mountain where Jesus had arranged 
to meet them. 17The moment they saw 
him, they worshiped him, but some 
still had lingering doubts.

18Then Jesus came close to them and 
said, “All authority of the universe has 
been given to me.c 19Now wherever you 
go, make disciples of all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 20And 
teach them to faithfully followd all that 
I have commanded you. And never for-
get that I am with you every day, even 
to the completion of this age.”e

Property of BroadStreet Publishing.  Do not duplicate.




