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INTRODUCTION

“If Only I Had Known . . .”

Can you remember thinking those words during some 

of the more painful moments in your life? Even saying 

them out loud? Maybe you put off getting those physical 

checkups or tests your doctor (or maybe your spouse) kept 

mentioning year after year after year. Then, when you finally 

keep the appointment, the test results are painful. “If only I 

had known.”

Maybe you never gave much thought to retirement or 

investment accounts during your working career. You had 

enough to think about each day without borrowing trouble 

from tomorrow. But then retirement came, and you had to 

figure out how to support yourself (and maybe continue sup-

porting your family) without a regular salary. “If only I had 

known.”

Or maybe you’ve had a friend or family member drift 

into the dangerous waters of self-harm or suicide. They never 

talked openly about their depression, but the signs became 

clearer once you saw them in the mirror called hindsight. You 

would have reached out if you’d been aware of what they 
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were thinking and feeling. You would have helped. You could 

have helped. “If only I had known.”

One of the universal realities among human beings is our 

confinement to the present. We can study the past and learn 

lessons from those who came before us. We can take an 

active interest in the present and observe quite a lot about 

what’s currently happening. But we can’t see the future. We 

can’t know anything for certain about what’s to come, and 

there’s very little we can even predict accurately based on 

our current knowledge.

That’s why the Bible is such an incredible gift. Yes, God’s 

Word offers a record of history, including key insights about 

God’s nature and character. Yes, Scripture offers much value 

in our present lives, including wise principles for living in 

alignment with God’s will.

But the Bible also opens a window to the future. It shows 

us not just what can be, but what will be. It reveals what will 

happen during the most critical phase of human history—the 

phase we often refer to as the “end times.”

This is the marvelous treasure chest we call biblical proph-

ecy. Scattered throughout the pages of God’s Word like veins 

in a mine are glimpses, visions, and promises of what God has 

planned for the end of this age—and beyond. And because 

these promises come from God, rather than from humanity, 

we can count on them. We can use them as a firm foundation 

as we navigate both current events and events to come.

While we often think of biblical prophecy as a New 

Testament phenomenon, particularly connected with the 
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book of Revelation, the majority of prophetic passages are 

actually found in the Old Testament. We’re going to take 

a deeper look at many of those passages in these pages. 

We’ll also explore key portions of Revelation and other New 

Testament prophecies.

Don’t let your life be defined by the regret of “If only I 

had known.” Use these next sixty days to learn more about 

who God is and what He has in store for our world. Let’s 

work together to mine the lode of biblical prophecy so that 

we can know what’s coming—and so that we can approach 

the future not with fear, but with confidence.
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DAY 1

ISRAEL REBORN

Prophetic Connection: “For behold, the days are coming,” 

says the Lord, “that I will bring back from captivity My people 

Israel and Judah,” says the Lord. “And I will cause them to 

return to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall 

possess it” (Jeremiah 30:3).

May 14, 1948, was a pivotal day in human history. On 

that afternoon, a car carrying prominent Jewish leader 

David Ben-Gurion rushed down Rothschild Boulevard in Tel 

Aviv, Israel, and stopped in front of the Tel Aviv Art Museum. 

Four o’clock was only minutes away, and inside, more than 

four hundred people—Jewish religious and political leaders 

and press representatives from all over the world—were 

assembled in an auditorium, anxiously awaiting his arrival. 

Ben-Gurion quickly bounded up the steps. Precisely at four 

o’clock local time, he stepped to the podium, called the 

meeting to order, and read these historic words:1

This right is the natural right of the Jewish people to be 

masters of their own fate, like all other nations, in their own 

sovereign State. Accordingly, we . . . are here assembled . . . 

and by virtue of our natural and historic right, and on the 
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strength of the resolution of the General Assembly of the 

United Nations, hereby declare the establishment of the 

Jewish State in Eretz-Israel, to be known as the State of 

Israel.2

Six thousand miles away, President Truman sat in the 

Oval Office, reading a forty-word statement about to be 

released to the press. He penciled in a few added words, 

then signed his approval and noted the time. It was 6:10 p.m. 

One minute later, the White House press secretary read the 

release to the world. The United States had officially recog-

nized the birth of the modern nation of Israel.

Isaiah’s prophecy, written 740  years before the birth 

of Jesus, declared: “Who has heard such a thing? Who has 

seen such things? Shall the earth be made to give birth in 

one day? Or shall a nation be born at once?” (Isaiah 66:8). 

Secular Israel was born that day.

The return of the Jews to Israel in 1948 was an astound-

ing event unprecedented in world history. Never had a 

decimated ancient people managed to retain their individ-

ual identity through almost twenty centuries and reestablish 

their nation in their original homeland. The event was specifi

cally prophesied, and it happened exactly as foretold. It was 

clearly a miraculous act of God.

REMEMBER: Despite long passages of time and unexpected 

obstacles, God is faithful to fulfill His promises. You can trust 

Him even when things seem uncertain.
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DAY 2

GOD’S COVENANT 
WITH ABRAHAM

Prophetic Connection: God made four vital promises to 

Abraham regarding the nation of Israel. We can see from his-

tory (and the present day) how those prophecies were fulfilled.

The story of Israel begins in the book of Genesis. The very 

proportion of the coverage tells us something about the 

importance of Israel. Only two chapters are given to the whole 

story of creation. One chapter records the fall of man. Eight 

chapters cover the thousands of years from creation to the 

time of Abram. Then we find thirty-eight chapters that deal 

with the life stories of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the pro-

genitors of the Jewish race. Apparently, God finds Abraham 

and his descendants to be of enormous importance.

The Almighty God of heaven and earth made a binding 

covenant with Abraham, who was to be the father of the 

Jewish nation. The provisions of that covenant are recorded 

in Genesis 12:1–3. When you read that passage, you’ll notice 

that God’s covenant with Abraham consists of four uncon-

ditional promises.

First, God promised to bless Abraham. For thousands 

of years, the very name of Abraham has been revered by 
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Jews, Christians, and Muslims alike—a significant portion of 

the world’s population.

Second, God promised to bring out of Abraham a great 

nation. Today more than 7 million Jews live in Israel, 7.5 million 

live in the U.S., and a significant Jewish population isscattered 

throughout the rest of the world.

Third, God promised to make Abraham a blessing to 

many. Just think what the world would be missing had it not 

been for the Jews. Without the Jews, we would have no Bible. 

Without the Jews, there would be no Ten Commandments, 

the Law that has largely been the basis of jurisprudence and 

statutory proceedings among most of the civilized nations of 

the world. Without the Jews, there would have been no Jesus. 

Without the Jewish Jesus, there would be no Christianity.

Fourth, God promised to bless those who bless Israel 

and curse those who curse her. No nation has blessed Israel 

like the United States of America, and no nation has been as 

blessed as the United States.

God has certainly kept his promises to Abraham. He 

has blessed him and the nation that came from him; He has 

multiplied his seed as the sands of the earth and stars of the 

sky; He has made him a blessing to the whole world; those 

who have blessed him have been blessed, and those who 

have cursed him have been cursed.

REMEMBER: Because God has been faithful to keep His 

ancient promises to Abraham, we can know that every 

promise will be fulfilled in Christ.
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DAY 3

GOD’S CHOSEN PEOPLE

Prophetic Connection: The tiny nation of Israel has played a 

major role in human history for thousands of years—and will 

continue to do so until the end of this age.

When I first began studying prophecy, I remember  

reading an offbeat little rhyme about Israel by 

British journalist William Norman Ewer: “How odd of God to 

choose the Jews.” When you think about it, this poetic quip 

expresses a valid observation. Doesn’t it seem a little odd 

that of all the people on earth, God selected these particular 

people to be His chosen nation? Why would God choose 

the Jews?

We read about God’s choice of the Jews in Deuteronomy 

7:6, where He declared the people of Israel holy, chosen to 

be “a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the 

peoples on the face of the earth.” The Bible tells us that 

His choice of Israel had nothing to do with merit. It was 

not because she was more numerous than other people in 

the world; she was the least (Deuteronomy 7:7). It was not 

because Israel was more sensitive to God than other nations. 

Although God called her by name, Israel did not know Him 

(Isaiah 45:4). It was not because Israel was more righteous 
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than other nations. When God later confirmed His promise of 

land to the Jews, He reminded them that they were a rebel-

lious, stiff-necked people (Deuteronomy 9:6–7).

If God chose to bless the nation of Israel not because 

she was more populous or spiritually responsive or right-

eous than other nations, just why did He choose the Jews? 

The answer: because it was His sovereign purpose to do so. 

His sovereign purpose means He cares what happens to His 

people and their land. He is not merely a passive observer 

to all that is taking place in Israel. As He told the people 

through Moses, theirs was “a land for which the Lord your 

God cares; the eyes of the Lord your God are always on it, 

from the beginning of the year to the very end of the year” 

(Deuteronomy 11:12).

REMEMBER: Israel has always been central to the story of 

redemption. As the world draws near to the end times, Israel 

will continue to play an important part in God’s plans.

60DaysofProphecies_6P.indd   660DaysofProphecies_6P.indd   6 1/15/25   6:34 PM1/15/25   6:34 PM


