JANUARY 1

JANUARY 2

BRIGHT HOPE

“For [ lnow the thoughss thar § third toward you, says the Lord,
thonghes of peace and net af evil, to give you a future and a bope.”
JEREMIAH 2211 mnay

e with the eld, in with the new” is often the 5'Ll1_':.1!1 af 2 new year, Feslloweed

by many resolutions made by people derermined 1o “rurn a new page” and
do betrer than the year betore. Sadly, most New Year's resolurions die before the end
of [amuary.

Jesus Christ had memorable slogans thar have endured through the ages, and we
would all do well to pay arrention to them and adhere to them, Jesus announced His
grear sociery, “His kingdom,” which was che promise of Heaven and erernal life with
Him—forever. It will endure because the Kingdom of God i not buil on a false
promise—but on the word of the Lord, Conversion is a requirement of citizenship
in this wonderful place. Many people say thar it doesa’t marter whar's believed [ro
get to Heaven|, But Jesus Chrise said, *Unless you are converted . . . you will by no
means enter the kingdom of heaven” (Marchew 18:3).

Are you holding on to the solid Rock. Jesus the Savior? Do not delay. Start the
new year off with a sure thing—God's promise o give you a hope and a Fuure,

BE OF GOOD COURAGE

This Bope we bave as ar anehor of the ond, both aure and ieadfas.
HEBREWS 619 muav

here is a longing in people’s hearts for happiness. The human spirit also groans

for something new. We run after hope as though it bas magical power. We
trick ourselves into believing thae if everything limes up just right, we'll gain hope
and success. Buk true hope is a sure thing, and it is only found with certainty in the
Man Jesus Christ.

The history of mankind has been a continuous series of half successes and rotal
failures. Prosperity exists for a time, only to be followed by war and depression.
Civilizarions have come and gone. Success is worshiped, and God is disdained.
Pleasure rakes Fnrq.'ru:dq;nc;' over puricy, and gain has priority over God. Mankind
still bareles with the same prollems over and over again. One day, the fluctuarions
of time, the swinging of the pendulum from war to peace, from starvation to plenty,
from chaos to order, will end forever because the Bible says, “And of His kingdom
there will be no end”™ (Luke 1:33).

Determination is only part of realizing hope. True hope is not dependent
upon us but rather where our hope is anchored. *Be of good courage, and he shall
strengthen your heare, all [you] that hope in the Lord™ (Psalm 31:24, kpv). We can
walk in the “newness of life” (Romans 6:4). Place your trust in the God ﬂfhupr.



JANUARY 3

JANUARY 4

SALVATION FOR ALL

Thhere is no distinetion between few and Greek, for the tame
Lord over wll it rich to all who call upon Him.
ROMAMNS 102 miuv

G od's message of salvation is for all people. He died for the sins of the whale
world, “Whoever <alls on the name of the Lord shall be saved” {Romans
1k13). God our Savior “desires all men 1o be saved and to come 1o the knowledge
of truth”™ {1 Timothy 2:4).

This word "whoever” is a wonderfully big word; it speaks of the grace of God
and His invitarion that exeends wo all people.

Christianiry is centered on the Gespel thar brings camfort and the assurance
thar God will ﬁ'rrgiw: sin. Mow this doesn't mean thar all pu:npl: will indeed call
upon the name of the Lerd for salvarion, The majority of people resist Him, block
His voice out, and ultimately reject Him.

The Bible teaches thar life is only a vapor that appears for a moment and then
vanishes (James 4:14). This is why God calls our 1o the nations of the word to gee
right with Him. History will someday come to an end, rendering the world's syseem
dominated by evil a total failure, Wickedness in every form will cease: hatred, greed,
jealousy, war, and death. This "dnj' of the Lord™ will be glorious, when He comes
to bring peace to the “whosoevers.” Be part of this wonderful host of people who

lowe Him.

KNOWING THE TRUTH

Sraedy ro shew thyself approved sunte God, @ workman that needeth
ot to be asharmed, rightly dividing the word of trush.
2 TIMOTHY 295 waw

cople have all kinds of ideas abour truth. Same chink thar there is no absolure
P truth, Whatever the view, wisely study and believe what Jesus taught about
truth. He taught not only that there is truth, but that He is the Truth. Through
prayer ask Him to give you the faith to believe and put into practice His absolure
truth, and pray the same for others.

Scripture tells us wo study o show that we are approved o God—that our
beliefs line up wirth His. We are to know God’s Word, believe i, obey ir, and live by
jt. Grear hlu:s{ml; and comfort come in the midst of 2 conflicred world embroiled in
rurmoil,

There are those who are offended by absolute truth—bur it doesn’t change with
the Mowing of the wind. “The Spiricof vrath . . will guide you into all teech”™ {fohn
16:13) Jesus made the bold claim, 1 am the way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through Me” {John 14:6),

People question whether the Bible is really the Word of God. But the truth is
clear: from l\cg’lnning to end the Bible is God's Word, inﬁpir:d l\}' the Hﬂ'l}' Spirit
who will reach us, and we can know the cruth, and che truth will ser us free (John
8:32).



JANUARY 5

JANUARY 6

REFERENCE POINT

We . . . rejoice i God through awr Lord fesns Chrisr, through
e e fntee mone received the reconciliarion.
ROMAMS 511 nwey

Aa sin has progressed and gained momentum, mankind seems to have lost his
ability to be shocked, Behavior thar was once considered abominable is now
acceptable.

One thing is certain, however, There are many new sinners today, but there
aren't any new sins, The Old Testament speaks of a time when “everyone did what
was right in his own eyes” (Judges 17:6).

It docsn't have 1o be this way. Where we start determines where we end. Each
new year hrinf_;s ]mpu: and a new appormnity for ch.mg:.'. W can reser our SEATTING
line. Taks the compass, for instance, [fthe compass is not accurare, the raveler will
lose his way, [F the sun and the stars were not ordered in their stattons, no mariner
could depend on them o find his way through the oceans of the world, 17 there are
nio absolutes, no fixed reference points, there can be no certainty.

This is why Gods Word is Good News, because the absalute truth is that Jesus
came and died on the cross and rose from the dead, to save us from sin, We can be
reconciled to God and put back in a right relationship with Him by accepting His
provision for sin, His Son, Christ the Lord. There is hope, there is certainty, and

there is a reference point, and it all begins with God.

WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE

Does not witdens cry ont, and wnderitanding lift ap ber voice?
PROVERBS 811 muiv

he cighth chaprer of Proverbs is deep and wide because it s the voice of wis-

dom speaking 1 our hearts, v is the Lord Jesus Himself gathering up His
eternal ateributes that <all our to us with His understanding, truch, righteousness,
knowledge and instruction, prudence and discretion, reverence, connsel, strength,
love, riches and honor, justice, rejoicing, blessing, wisdom, and eternal life.

Knowledge is face-gathering; wisdom is applying knowledge with discernment
and good judgment. The Bible says, “The Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth
come knowledge and understanding” (Proverbs 2:6).

Bur the H-;-ssing of knnwlcdgc becomes a curse when we pervert ir. If ever a
generation was bequeathed the knowledge of God, it has been the generations of
today. Yer we are throwing away the glorious heritage on selfpleasure and satisfying
immediare gratification. Our worldly wisdom has made us calloused and hard. Our
natural wisdom comes not from God but i earthly. sensual, and devilish. In spite
of the knowledge young people have accumulated, they are more confused, bewil-
dered, frustrated, and without moral moorings. Today society is turning its face
apainst God, ignoring Him as the Source of all k!mwh.'&g:: and wisdom.

The only right place to warn is God's Word to learn abour knowledge and wis-
dom and how 1o apply them w life. “According o your word [O Lord], teach me
knowledge and good judgment”™ (Psalm 119:65=66 miv).



JANUARY 7

JANUARY 8

THE SOURCE OF PEACE

Fbese ehings § bave spober to you, that fn Me you may fbave peace,
JOHM 16:33 nay

he human race continues its furile search for peace in all the wrong places.

Today there is lietle personal, domestie, social, cconomic, or political peace
anywhere, Why? Mankind has within it the seeds of suspicion, violence, hatred, and
destruction.

Peace will not come to the world until Christ returns, *Do you suppose that [
came to give peace on earth? [ tell you, not at all, but rather division™ {Luke 12:51).
Jesiis was not saying that He prevented peace: He was giving fair warning that His
message would divide people. After all, who likes 1o be rold they are sinners who
must n:Pq:nr? When Christ h:R"“ His earthly miniscey, He showed love, gave com-
fort, and broughe healing, The peaples raponse was to oppose Him, reject Him,
arrest Him, and kill Him.

Satan does everything in his power 1o steer peace seckers away from the
Peacemaker, Jesus Christ. The same people that talk of peace, lobby for it, and
convene peace conferences are often the same people who are blinded by Satan who
does not want the world to recognize the Source of peace.

Bur personal peace can be realized in the here and now. The future does not
hinge on the word sivsation, however grim it might become. It depends on what

each person does abour Jesus Christ.

OVERCOMING ANGER

Be angry, and do not sin,
EPHESIANS 4:26 sy

t takes a grear deal o stir God'’s anger, bur when it happens, it is holy anger
I because God is pure and righteous. When the Bible rells us char God *is slow
to anger” (Mahum 1:3), it simply means that He is patient beyond man's capability.
The prophet Nahum preached that God “will not at all acquit the wicked,” Whe
are the wicked? Those who break the law of God, and we have all broken God's law,

We must not think that we get away with anything. Sin will bring us to repent-
ance or retribution. When His anger is stirred, He often uses the power of nature to
demansteate His pending doom. “The Lord has His way in the whidwind and the
storm. and che clouds are the dust of His feer. . . . The carch heaves ar His Pn.-su.-m:q:"
(Nahum 1:3<3).

Sor the storm clowds are swillt, as holy feet stir up the dust of anger against man's
sin and disobedience, because God's plan is to have fellowship with the human race,
not conflice.

Man's anger, however, is sinful. It leads us into bitterness and hurts everyone,
Can we overcome our anger, instead of constantly being overcome by it? Yes! With
God's help.

Anger makes s lash out ar others, destroying relationships. The history of the
human race is largely the history of its anger. Anger flees when the Spirit of God

fills our hears.



JANUARY 9

JANUARY 10

WALKING IN HUMILITY

Wihesr pride comes, thes comes shame: bit with the frmble it wisdpm.
PROVERES 11:2 miav

in garhers up all chat violates a holy God and keeps souls from entering God's

wonderful erernal home. Bur pride is pivoral; it stirs wp everything thar is
against the Lord, including lying, The book of wisdom says with pride comes shame,
Proverbs is a marvelous lirtle book to read daily. There are thiry-one chapters—one
for each day of the month. It weaches man how to get along with others and over
Flowws with wisdom.

When God sees us walking by His cruth, He is blessed. The opposite of pride is
humiliry. We are commanded ro seck the Lord and His righteousness and humiliny
{Zu:}'lhn niah 2:3). This is difficult, r.s}'lcs:i:li!].r in our word wday. The culoure shours,
“Me, myself, and 1™ This is dangerous, Police your own heart. Ask God o convicr
you when you have your eyes turned inward. Pride comes from leoking only ar our-
selves; mecknes comes through looking ar God.

The Bible teaches that we should think more highly of others than we think
of ourselves {Philippians 2:3). This is made very difficult taday by selfhelp bocks
and seminars, advertisements, and entertainment that fill our minds with bolstering
our self-confidence. Pride flees when we compare ourselves to God instead of 1o
ather people, Humility causes us o look ourward o others, and meost of all upward
e God.

THE GIFT OF THE GOSPEL

The gospel . . fs not according to man. .. . It eawme
through the vevelation of feae Clirist,
GALATIAMS T:11=12 M

efore God could use Jonah, [onah first had 1o humble himself and repent. Only
B then would God use him o preach the Gospel o a pagan culture, Jonah is
one who thought he could escape from the Lord. He found out differently. He was
called 1o preach o rebellious Nineveh {in modern-day Iraq). but instead he rebelled
against Gods call. This miraculows story proves thar God’s eyes are everywhere
and that He devises recribution and punishment to bring abour crernal blessing in
FESpONsE [0 repenance.

Jonah was called o pru:rlch God's Word, but in a very different way from other
prophets whe preached to lsrael. Jonah resented the facr thar God was sending him
to the “great city” {(Jonah 1:2) the capital of lsraels pagan neighbor, Assyria. He
didn't believe the people of Nineveh deserved God's salvation. So he did the very
thing he was called o preach against—he disobeyed God and did what wis in his
heart.

God reprimanded Jonah and, in graciousness, expressed His pity and love for
those drowning in sin. This is a demonstration of the long arm of Cod's salvation
extended o those who tumn from rebellion and receive the Lord’s mighty message
of forgiveness.

The Gospel is not just for those who receive i, bur o bring the whole world o
salvation. The Gospel shows us our sins and poines us 1o the Savior,



JANUARY N

JANUARY 12

By FAITH ALONE

I vee say that we have fellowsbip woitl Him, and wall in
darkness, we . . . do not practice the erueh,
TJOHN E6 wev

here are many among s today who acknowledge Jesus as a historical fig-
ure. Many even claim o follow Him, but their lives are not transformed.
Possessing salvation in Christ by faich alone is what proves thar He is the Redeemer
of souls,
Someone wrote that Buddha never claimed to be God. Moses never claimed to
be Jehovah, Mohammed never claimed o be Allah. Yer Jesus claimed o be the liv-
ing God. Buddha said, *1 am a reacher in search of the truth.” Jesus said, *1 am the
Trurh.” Confucius said, *] never claimed o be holy” Jesus said, *Who convicrs me
of sin?™ Mehammed said, “Unless God throws his cloak over me, | have no hope.”
Jesus said, “Unless you believe in me, you will die in your sins.” While it is caprivar
ing to read what others say about Jesws, faith s seill the key to believing in Christ.
Years ago in a monastery in India, old relics that had been dug up were wor-
shiped by Buddhists in the arca. Muslims point with pride to Mecea, where the
body of their prophet, Mohammed, is buried. Followers of Confucius revere the
remains of their master, buried in an impaosing tomb in China. We don't need a
religion thar worships the dead; we need the living Savior. Christianity is the faith

of the empry wmb.

GOD’Ss TENDER COMFORT

Blesied be the God . . . of all comfort. who comfores us in all owr pribulation,
Hait we may be able to comfort those whe are in any tronble
2 CORIMNTHIANS 1:3-4 M

¢ pleases Godd when He sees mankind reach our to orhers in need. He intends
for people o have fellowship, to challenge and help one another. He gave us
relationships to bring us joy.

We are created to need others in our lives, There was a popular song years ago:
"People Who Meed People” But more than that, we need Jesus Christ in our lives.

When we are comforted and encouraged by the Lord, He expects us to do the
same for those who cross our parhs. Humanity eries our for comforr in sorrow, light
in its darkness, peace in s rurmoil, rest in its weariness, and h.q,-aﬁnt_'; in irs sick ness
amd diseases.

Ask God for help in communicating His comfort to those who need support.
Poing them o the God of all comfort through His Word. We are told thar Heis a
refuge for the oppressed (Psalm 99), an ever-present help in trouble (Psalm 46:1),
and His promises give life (Psalm 119:50),

Ask the Lord to make you a blssing to others, Many times this is most evident
when we share our own struggles and vestify o how God helps us. Our own wit-
ness of Christ meeting our needs speaks to those who need a tender touch from the

Savior.



JANUARY 13

JANUARY 14

OUR HEAVENLY HOME

I My Father’s house are many nansions.
JOHM 14:2 sy

eaven is beyond the reach of our saellites and telescopes, bue thar doesn't
H mean that it is beyond the reach of our hearts. The key to finding Heaven
is finding Christ. Today’s technology is performing chings past generations would
have never thoughe possible. GPS alone has changed how people travel.

Bur there is someching far greater that has been available o man since the begin-
ning of rime: a heavenly GPS thar will bring you safely o your erernal desrinarion in
Heaven. v is called the Gospel Plan of Salvation. [r only has one direction—up—
and the N:wigamr, the Loed Jesus Chrise, is “the Wa.}"“ {John 14:6). He appoints the
time of arrival and has prepared all thar is necessary to welcome us,

By nature, people are bent oward home, When we finish our day and evening
activities, we generally head for our homes. Far better than any dream you can
imagine is the supematural cransformation that will take place for all of God's peo-
ple when He transports us to His heavenly home. We are assured thar in Heaven we
will be living in God's dwelling place forever. and it will be glorious beyond descrip-
tion. It will be greater than any eanthly palace or mansion. Technology will never
surpass the glu:ir.-:. of this icu: thar Jesus is preparing for His Pl:ﬂ-‘Pll:.

TRUTHFUL OPTIMISM

I we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
TJOHM 1:8 meaw

Admiui Jim Stockdale served in Vietnam and spent time as a prisoner of war
; in the infamous “Hanoi Hilton.” He once was asked which men didn't make
it out of the prison. His answer was surprising: “The optimists” He went on o
explain. “You must never confuse faich that you will prevail in the end.”

While oprimism can strengthen our resolve to persevers, it can also misdead us
when we deny facts. A CNN documentary reporred thar oprimism ean take on the
tone of arroganee. For instance, when bad wearher approaches and rhe warning goes
out to evacuate an area, the optimist might “opt”™ to stay pur instead of genting our
of harm’s way, It mighe work for them, even many times, bur then one faeful day
the storm hits hard, and they suffer greatly,

This happens with those who put God out of their thinking, They are optimis-
tic that since they lead a good life, they will cross the finish line into Heaven. Their
aptimism leads them astray. They were not willing to acknowledge before God they
are sinners and need salvacion.

Teuch is not always pleasant, bur ivis always righr. Truth is absolure. The Bible
tells us ro be on the alerr and not be arrogant. The true oprimist will heed warnings
amd be wisely led by the Word of God,

17



JANUARY 15

JANUARY 16

SAVED FROM DESTRUCTION

By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yer seen, soved
trith goelly fear, prepared am ark for the saving of bis honsebold,
HEBREWS 1.7

od vold Meah e “build an ark.” Moah knew pothing abour sailing the
high seas, and he certainly was ar a loss as ro how ro build a boar. Bur he
believed God.

MNoah chopped down trees to build an enormous ark on dry land—far from any
oeean—because God was going to send a great fload. Destruction was coming toa
godless society. People mocked Noah, but through his obedience and faith in Ged,
he was the first person in the Bible o be called righteous.

Centuries after Noah lived, Jesus .spculc-: of him. [n the d:r].x of Noah the world
was filled with violence. People loved sin—they were immersed in sin. The flood
wits ot & natural carascrophe bur a moral sunami. God broughr judgment on peo-
ple who dishelicved Him. Noah's building project ook 100 years as people heard
Moah declare God's warning, bur only Moah and his family elimbed aboard the
great boat with the animals. It had never rained upoen the Earth, People seoffed, bue
Moah believed God and survived the greatese catastrophie the world has ever known,

This is a call o those whe do not know thar Christ wants to save those from
drowning in sin. He wants to lift them up cut of the tarbulent waters and st them

on higher ground.

RE-CREATION

{F aniyone is tn Chrise, be ix @ new creation; old things have
pirized vty bebold, all things have become new.
2 CORINTHIANS 57

Wu; live in a revoletionary, changing world, Man'’s moral capaciries lag far
behind his technological skills and discoveries. The greatest need in the
waorld s 1 bring about the transformation of human nature, somerhing man can-
not do.

Many of our technologists are saying there is a great need for a new breed of
muan. Even the political radicals and the humanists talk about the “pew man.” From
this it is clear that they acknowledge that man, as he s, is not good enough. So they
look for the arrival of the new man who, t|'|.1.'],r say, will come into hcing when society
has been changed so that a new environment can produce him. There are also the
technocrars who believe thar technology s now advancing so rapidly thar mankind
will be able o creare an entirely new human race. Some penetic engincers believe
thar they will be able to ereate any type of person they want.

Buit thiere is only one ultimate answet to the need of man 1o be changed. Schence
and technology cannor change man's basic nature. Economic restructuring cannot
change man's basic nature. Mo amount of selfimprovement or wishful thinking
can change man's basic nature. Only God the Creator can re-create us, And thar is

precisely whar He does when we humble ourselves and submit 1o Jesus Christ.



JANUARY 17

JANUARY 18

PuT ON THE NEW LIFE

Pt off. . . the ofd man which grows covrpe according to the
deceitful lusts, and be veneed in the spivit of your mind, ond. .
froat oni the niews nctn which s ereated according o Ged,
EPHESIANS 4:22-24

here is a mindset teday thar if people believe in God and do geod works, they

are going o Heaven. Bur there are many questions that must be answered. [t
should ot be surprising if people believe easily in a God who makes no demands.
bue this is et the God of the Bible. Satan has elevedy misled people by whispering
that they can be saved without being changed, but this is the devil’s lie.

There are many religions in the world and enormous confusion about where 1o
find truth. Many preach that God is love, not a God of wrath, People proclaim that
Heaven is real but Hell is only a figment of imagination.

God creared Heaven for those who humble themselves before God, and Hell is
created for Saran and those who serve hime A loving warning comes from Heaven,
“Prepare to meer your God ™ (Amos 4:12). How is chis done?

The Bible rells us that when we submit our lives te Christ. He gives us the abil-
ity to take off our former life and pur on the new life He gives,

We must ad mir our sin and tuen from it through faith in Jesus Chrise and obey

Him. The greatest joy and peace comes to those who take this important step.

WHERE CONTENTMENT LIES

fir loweliness of nefied let each esteer others beter than himself
PHILIPPIANS 2:3

nvy, jealousy, and coverousness are interrelated. Discontent with our pesition
Eamd possessions often indicates a selfFeentered aritude, which leads o inrol-
erant, resentful, and even malicious feclings roward a real or imagined rival, We
may covet the success, personality, marerial possessions, good looks, or position
of another. Then, in arder (o compensate for a frustrated ego, we make unkind
and destructive remarks and submerge ourselves in self-pity, anger, bitterness, and
depression.

Recopnizing it and admitting it takes courage and truth. Being convicted is the
first seep toward the Savior [t pleases Jesus when we acknowledge our sin, There is
nothing more healing than to take our minds off ourselves and put them on others.

Some people may appear w “have it all,” bur everyone suffers o some exeemt
in their lives. There are many things that can hide behind a beavriful face, a sweer
spirit. and ralent. We think thar they are always accepred and creared special, b
often such people harbar pain of some kind, How wonderful when we can show
lave, For those who are truly happy. they will bring joy o others. A beautiful spiri
is apparent when we submit ourselves completely 1o God who is “able 1o make all
grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficicncy in all things, may

have an abundance for every good work” {2 Corinthians %:8).

12



JANUARY 19

JANUARY 20

HoOPE OF HEAVEN

Hape does not disappoins, becaue the love of God has been
posivee oue in our bearts by the Holy Spirir.
ROMANS 5:5

I eaven will be a place in which irs inhabitanrs will be freed from the fears,
: _I insecurities, and disappointments that plaguc us in the present life. We will
be free from Financial pressures char burden us down here; free from the fear of
persomal harm, There will be no fear of personal failire. Cur relationship with God
will be inrimare and direct,

It pleases God that His children would long for His heavenly home that He
is preparing for us; not as a place of escape, but as a place where we will enjoy His
presence forever,

But we mustn't shitk our responsibilitics in this life. God intends for us to live
full lives and 1o be engaged with others. We do not have w look far o find those
who are more disappointed than we are or perhaps in worse health. Life is not abou
uss it is abour learning to ger along with our fellow man, and most of all, life is about
whiat we decide concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. A vrue Cliristian spiti desires o
spend cternity with God in Heaven and wants to tell as many peaple about this great
hope so others can also enjoy the rewards of Heaven and the glory of God Himsdf,
Until then, be faithful to proclaim this grear message.

20

HEALING WORDS

Speak evil of no one. (bef peaceable, genrle, thowing all bumility to alf,
TITUS 3:2

any people are quick with the deadly thrust bur slow with the ointment of

. healing, The harsh eriticism of others and unfair appeaisals of those abour us

sting with pain. The unjust condemnation of others has a boomerang etfecr, When

we hurl vindictive indicements with the hope of crippling others, we discover thar
we hurt ourselves more,

Many people are conflicted today because they are driven away by their own
biteerness and harsh words to those who may alse need a kind word, Many people
go through their entire lives with a chip on their shoulder, carrying burts and resent-
ments over things that were said or done decades ago, Like a poison, their bitterness
has made not enly their own lives miscrable but the lives of those around them.
They have never learned the seerer of forgiveness and forbearance.

The Bible warns us w be on guard “lest any wor of birterness springing up
cavse trouble” (Hebrews 12:15). Meckness and forbearance are “musts” if we are o
live harmoniously in society and develop healthy homes, families, and friendships.
W'hile Christians must always speak the truth, we must do it in love,

God wants o help us overcome the bitterness thar we feel. “Everyone must be

quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger”™ (James 1:19 Kasa).

2



JANUARY 27

JANUARY 22

BiG NEEDS, Bic GoOD

1 il deoell iy thew and walle among chens, [ owill be
their God, and they shall be My people.
2 CORINTHIANS &g

G od created animals first, and then God said, “Ler Us make man in Qur image,
according to Our likeness” (Geness 1:26). He gave man dominion over every
living thing on Earch,

Man has three attributes which animals do not have: reason, conscience, and
will. Animals are motivated by instinet. Their behavior patterns are instinetive, not
intelligent,

The first man, Adam, used all three of these attributes. First, he reasoned that
his own |'|.u:|gn1q.'nt Wwas as gu-:::[ as God's, and he ate the forbidden fruit. In char ace,
the will of man came into play, for he could have decided cither way. Then, after
he broke God's command—no o cat of the fruit—he felt conscience-stricken and
ran away to hide. Man has been following the same patrern through the centuries—
willfully disobeying God and running away.

Within these God-given anributes are life or death, happiness or sorrow, and
peice or conflice, 1f he dissipates the powers which God has given him, he is of all
creatures most miserable, People are little ereatures with big capacitics, finite beings
with infinite desires, deserving nothing but demanding all, God made people with
this huge capacity and desire in erder that He might come in and complercly satisfy

that desire, God wants to commune with mankind.
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HOPE IN THE MIDST OF TROUBLE

"I the voorlel you will have eribularion: bt be of
oo cheer, T have sverconte the world.”
JOHN 16:33

O nly in fairy rales do people live charmed lives. We may think thar some peo-
ple have it all; bur if we warn the pages of their lives, we may see a very
different pieture,

Life touches some people with bougquets and others with thorn bushes. But the
first may find 3 wasp in the flowers, and the second may discover roses among the
thoms.

The Bible never promised that life would be fair. As we pray, we can give thanks
when storms ﬂna”}' subside, or when the pain of ill healeh lets up, but the I't'.'tiil:"]' is
that new troubles will come. While we should not anticipate crouble ar every tum,
some people spend so much time worrying abour whar might happen thar they
never enjoy what is happenings they never see whar lies beyond rrouble—perhaps
the opportunity w comfore someane or o help someone. We can water the seed of
hope in those arcund us and pray thar the Losd will help prepare us for new ehal-
lenges ahead.

Trouble is different for all of us, For Christians, we are blessed 1o have the prom-
ise that Jesus will be with us in the midse of our problems, He gives us the power to

TVCROOIMG '|‘|']1.].[E'r'l:r Circumstances come our WiEY.
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JANUARY 23

JANUARY 24

WELL ARMED

Wikens o stvong man, fully arned, guards bis own palace, bis goods are in peace.
LUKE 12

r is impossible to believe anything imo existence. Try i. Who can simply
I “believe” thar they can inherit a million dollars and it happens? Whao can say
thar they can believe a child into existence?

People who make such claims are deceivers. Their motive s o draw others Tt
believing lies. This is just what Satan did in the Garden of Eden, and Adam and
Eve fell prey.

There are many authors, talk show hosts, and newscasters who become wc:l.lthy
or famous by using high-sounding words that scem like the epitome of scholarship
and culture. Thl.'j' are 'Lnt-;.'ficctua“y clever and cr.i{'l!.l. .ld-:pt at l'lu.'guilinl; tJ1:Jug|‘|.t|css
men and women. The Bible rells us o be on che alere, "because your adversary the
devil walks abour like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour™ (1 Perer 5:8).

Be on your guard. Arm yourselfwith the Word of God. [t will guide and protect
you. Believers are 1o rest the various aspecrs and docteines that abound, including
the theories of others. Most of all, we are to test them against the standard of the
Word of God.

Put your belief in the one erue God. Have faith in Him, He is the One who
spoke into existence the sun, moon, and stars—and yes, your very life, Reject the

pride of man and embrace the Man Jesus Chrise,
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KEEPING WORK IN ITS PLACE

Wiharever you do, do all o the glory of God.
1 CORIMNTHLAMNS 10:27

b story s told abour RLG. LeTowmneau. an industrialist who received an order

from the government for a very complicated machine w be used in lifiing
airplanes, No machine of this type had ever been designed, LeTourneau and his
engineers could not come up with a plan. After some time, everyone was becoming
tense and nervous, Finally, on a Wednesday night, LeTourneau wold his staff thar he
was ot going to work, that he was golng 1o a prayer mecting. The engineers were
upset, because t]1:.'3r had a deadline and the boss was dx's:'rling them.

“But.” he said, “I've got a deadline with God.” He went to the prayer meeting,
sang the hymns, and prayed. Afterward, as he was walking home, the design of the
machine in complete detail came into his mind. He needed rime with God and
crearive silence to bring ir 1o the surface.

Sometimes we try so hard 1o solve our problems wichour raking them w God,
and we become agitated or depressed. [ pleases God when we express o Him our
thanks and gratitude for Hiz guidance and direction. Bur one caution: Our work
wias fnever meant to become the center of cur lives. That place belongs anly to God,

bt He did give man work to do. There is d'lgn':l::-' in work.
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