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The Greenhouse

of the Heart

O Father in beaven, hallowed be Yonr manee. Yonr kingdom

come. Your will be dowe on earth as it s in heaven.” Bonpls iemss iy sl they i
MATTHE® 6:0=10 HKJV GALATIANS 6:7
Fathcr. vou are abave all, know all. and see all. Yer you hear me as if hink for a moment of your heart as a green-
1 am vour only creation. house., And your heart, like a greenhouse, has
May [ not view you as a distant facher bur as one who has come w o be managed.

earth and understands the challenges and wmprtions of my life, Be Consider for a moment your thoughts as seed.
near me today and whisper reminders thac vou are close and holding Some thoughts become Aowers, Others become
me as vour child, weeds, Sow seeds of hope and enjoy optimism,

My friends need you today as they make difficult decisions in their Sow seeds of doubt and expect insecurity,
workplaces and within their families. Would you show them thar vou The proof is everywhere you look, Ever won-
are closer than even their earthly fachers? der why some people have the Teflon capacity w
Thank you for hearing me and listening to my pleas. resist megativism and remain patient, opamistic,
It's in Jesus’ name 1 pray this, amen. and forgiving? Could it be that they have dili-
Pocket Prayers gently sown seeds of goodness and are enjoying

the harvest?

Ever wonder why others have such a sour our-
look? Such a gloomy attude? You would, wo, if
vour heart were a greenhouse of weeds and thorns,

it Likee fesut
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Holiness Among Us

“Shout and be glad, ferusalem.
{ ant coming, and I will live
among you," says the Lok,

LECHARIAH 2:10

od became a baby. He entered a word . . . of

problems and heartaches,

h11'|.f wﬂr{l bf‘:u"}ﬂ jlu man ﬂl“l H"llﬂd El:m an
earth among us, He was full of unfailing love and
Futhfulness™ (John 1:14 =),

The operative word of the verse is among, He
lived amang us, He donned the costhiest of robes:
a human body, He made a chrone out of a man-
ger and a royal court out of some cows, He wok
4 Comiman ﬂlm:‘—jc"“]}l—ﬂ"d ma.l{‘: it hﬂl}". H‘:
took commaon peaple and made them the same,
He could have lived over us or away from us. But
he didn'e. He lived ameng us.

He became a friend of the sinner and brother
of the poor.

Welhen Chrdse Comer
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Your Day Is Coming

“Hold on te what you have, so that
wo one will take your crown.”

REvELATION FiII NIV

Somc of you have never won a prize in your
life, Oh, maybe you were quartermaster in
vour Boy Scour troop or in charge of sodas at the
homeroom Chrstmas party, but that’s about it
You've never won much, You've warched the Mark
McGwires of this world curry home the traphies
and walk away with the ribbons, All vou have are
“almosts” and “whar-ifs”

If that hits home, then yvou'll cherish this
promise: “And when the Chief Shepherd appears,
vou will receive the crown of glory thar will never
fade away™ (1 Per. 5:4 =iv),

Your day is coming. %What the world has over-
looked, your Father has remembered, and sooner
than you can imagine, vou will be blessed by him,

When Clirist Comes

SRNRAZA

GRACE FOOF THE MOMENRT

4%



VRN IGES

A M N f"

Ed

MAX LUCADG

God’s Help Is Near

The Lowp i close to everyone who prays to him,
to all twho truly pray to bin.

PSALM T45:18

ealing begins when we do something, Healing
lxgi“}i whﬂﬂ WE rﬂ'ﬂl:h Q. Hfﬂ]ll]g S0Arts
when we take a siep,

God's help is near and always available, but it
is only given to those who seek it, Nothing results
from apachy.

God honors radical, rjsk—tuking fath,

When arks are built, lives are saved. When
wldi:“ ri'lﬂ.l‘f.‘]'l.. J:rid]m rl.i||1|.}|.¢. Whﬂ]l 'it.'lF[‘
are raised, seas sull open, When a lunch is
le:lI‘ﬂl. I|1Q1.I‘i:lr.ld5 are Fﬂ{l. And w]'lcll a Eﬂf[l]ﬂnr
is touched—whether by the hand of an anemic
woman in Galilee or by the prayers of a beggar in
Bangladesh—Jesus stops. He stops and responds,

He Suill Moves Stones
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God of Purpose

“He came to serve ohers and to give bis
life as a vansoms for many people.”
MaTTHEW 20:28

esus refused to be guided by anything other than
J his high call. His heart was purposeful. Most
lives aim st nothing in parcicular and achieve it
Jesus aimed ar one goal—ro save humanicy from
its sin. He could summarize his life with one sen-
tence: “The Son of Man came to seek and to save
the lost” (Luke 1910 rsv), Jesus was so focused on
his task that he knew when to say, “It is finished”
{John 19:300, Bue he was not so focused on his
goal that he was unpleasant,

CQuite the contrary, How pleasant were his
thoughes! Children  couldn't resist Jesus. He
could find beaury in lilies, joy in worship, and
possibilities in problems. He would spend days
with multitudes of sick people and still feel sorry
for them. He spent over three decades wading
through the muck and mire of our sin yet still saw
encugh beauty in us to dic for our mistakes,

S Likke Jesin
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God Always Gives Grace

“For God all things are posible.”
MARK 10127

O ur questions betray our lack of understanding;

How can God be everywhere at one fime?
{Who says God is bound by a bedy?)

How can God hear all the prayers which come
to hime [P:rh;lp.'i his ears are different from vours.)

How can God be the Facher, the Son, and the
Haoly Spirit? (Could it be thac heaven has a differ-
ent ser of physics than earth?)

If people down here won't forgive me, how
miich mare am [ guilty before a holy God? (Oh,
just the opposite. Gad is always able to give grace
when we humans can't—he invented ic.)

The Crear Honse of God

'? %' \'ﬁ '//’.‘rmw.m?

A M RN fﬂh

A Home for Your Heart

Lo, I lave the Temple where you live,
where your glovy .

PsaLm 26:8

hen it comes to resting your soul, there is no

place like the Grear House of God. “I'm ask-
ing Yahweh for one thing,” [David] wrote, “only
life long, I'll contemplare his beaury, 'l study ar
his feet, That's the only quict secure place in a
noisy world” (Ps. 27:4-5 wmsc),

Ifyou could ask God far one thing, what would
vou request? David tells us whar he would ask, He
longs to five in the house of God, 1 emphasize the
word [ire because it deserves o be emphasized,
Duavid doesn't want to chat. He doesn’t desire a
cup of coffee on the back porch, He docsn't ask for
a meal or to spend an evening in God's house, He
wants to move in with him . ., forever, He's ask-
ing for his own room . .. permanently. He doesn't
want to be stationed in God’s house, he longs to
retire there, He doesn't seck a cemporary assign-
ment but rmcher lifelong residence,

The Grear Howse of God

KRN2RAZA

GRACE FOOF THE MOMENRT

4



VRN XGES

A M N f"

53

MAX LUCADG

Jesus Understands

He taok onr suffering on him
aneel felt our pain for s,

Isatam 5314

esus knows how you feel. You'ne under the gun
] at work? Jesus knows how you feel, You've got
maore ta do than is humanly possible? So did he,
People take more from vou than they give? Jesus
understands. Your teenagers won't listen? Your
students won't ory? Jesus knows how you feel,
You are precious to him, So precions that he
became like you so that you would come to him,
When you seruggle, he Distens, When you
yvearn, he responds, When you question, he hears,
He has been there,

o the Eye of the Storm
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A Letter of Joy

Rejoice in the Lovd always.
Again § will say, rejoice!

PHILIPPIANS 414

G o with me back in history a couple thousand
years, Let’s go o Rome , . . w0 a mather drab
lictke room, surrounded by high walls, Inside we
see a man seared on the floor. He's an older fellow,
shoulders stooped and balding, Chains are on his
hands and feer.

It is the apostle Paul, The apostle who was
bound only by the will of God is now in chains—
stuck in a dingy house—attached o a Roman
officer.

He is writing a leceer, No doubt it is a complaing
letter o God, Mo doubt it is a list of grievances, He
has every reason to be bitter and complain, But he
doesn't. Instead, he writes a lereer thar two thou-
sand years bater is still known as the treatise on
joy—"Philippians,

Why don't you spend some time with it

The fnspiraional Stedy Bible
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Preparing the Heart

As far as the east is from the west,
so far bas He removed aur transgressions from ws.

PsALM 103112 NEJV

C onfession does for the soul what prepanng
the land does for the field. Before the frmer
sows the seed he warks the acreage, removing the
rocks and pulling the stumps, He knows that seed
grows beteer if the land is prepared, Confession is
the act of inviting God to walk the acreage of our
hearts, “There is a rock of greed over here, Father,
I can't budge i, And that tree of guilt near the
fence? Its roots are long and decp, And may | show
you some dry soil, too crusty for seed?” God's seed
grows better if the soil of the heart is cleared.

And so the Facher and the Son walk the field
together, digging and pulling, preparing the hear
for fruit, Confession invites the Father o work the
soil of the soul,

I the Grip of Grace
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A Morsel of Kindness

Stuppoie someone has enougl to live
and sees & brother or sister in need,
buit does wot help. Then God's love

is sor Fving in that person.

1 JouN 3:17

eo Tolstoy, the grear Russian writer, tells of

the time he was walking down the street and
passed a beggar. Tolstoy reached into his pocker to
give the beggar some money, bue his pocker was
empty, Tolstoy turned to the man and said, “I'm
sorry, my brother, but | have nothing to give."

The beggar brighwned and said, “You have
given me more than | asked for—you have called
me brother”

To the loved, a word of affection is a morsel,
but to the love-starved, a word of affection can be
a feast,

He Sl Moves Stones
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See What God Has Done!

The breavens tell the glory of God.
PsaLm 19:1

ow vital that we pray, armed wich the knowl-

edge that God is in heaven. Pray with any
lesser conviction and vour pravers are timad, shal-
low, and hollow. But spend some time walking in
the workshop of the heavens, seeing what God has
done, and warch how your prayers are energized,

Behold the sun! Every square yard of the sun
is constantly emitting 130,000 horsepower, ar
the equivalent of 450 cight-cylinder auromobile
engines. And yet our sun, as powerful as it is, is
bue one minor star in the 100 billion orbs which
your fingers and extend icarm’s length coward the
sky, allowing it to eclipse vour vision, and you will
block our fiftecen million stars from your view. By
showing us the heavens, Jesus is showing us his
Father's workshop, He taps us on the shoulder and
says, " Your Father can handle thar for you,”

The Grear Honse of God
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The Voice of Adventure

“Those who try to keep their lfoes
will lose them. But these whe give
wp their lives will save them.”

LukE 17:33

here is a rawness and a wonder to lif, Pursue

it, Hune for it S¢ll out to get it. Don't listen to
the whines of those who have settled for a second-
rate life and want vou to do the same so they won't
feel gualey. Your goal is not to live long its t live,

Jesus says the aptions are cear, On one side
there is the voice of safery. You can build a fire
in the hearth, sty inside, and sty warm and dry
and safe,

Or you can hear the voice of adventure—
God'sadventure, [nstead of building a fire in your
hearth, build a fire in your heart. Follow God's
impulses. Adopt the child. Move overseas, Teach
the class, Change carcers, Run for office. Make a
difference. Sure it isn't safe, bur what is?

He Still Moves Stones

SIRNKRZ2A

GRACE FOOF THE MOMENRT

&%



VR G

b

MAX LUCADG

I'r.nnl.ran'r 14
L‘\ il BN f"

Your Personal Blessing

Gael wwill praise eacly one of them.

1 CORINTHIANS 415

hae an incredible sentence, Gad' will praise

ech one af them, Mot “the best of them” nor
-'ﬂ f:‘w Df "I'I.':.'ll'll'| fpledy ‘ht]]': ﬂchk'ﬁ':m ﬂll'lﬂl.'lg tl:l:nl.“
bue “God will praise each one of them.”

You won't be left out. God will see to thar,
In face. God himself will give the praise. When it
comes to giving recognition. God does not dele-
gate the job, Michael doesn’t hand out the crowns,
Gabriel doesn't speak on behalfof the throne, God
himself does the honors, God himself will prraise
his children,

And whats mare, the |:-mi9c i p:rs:}n.'ll',
Awards aren’t given a nation at a time, a church ac
a time, of a gencration at a time, The crowns are
given one at a time. God himself will look you in
the eve and bless vou with the words, *Well done,
good and faithful servane” (Mare, 25:23 wiv),

Welhen Chrdse Comer
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The Heart of Jesus

“The Son does whatever the Father does.”
Jouw 519

he crowning accribute of Christ was this: his

hearr was spiritual. His thoughts reflected
i'l"lS il'ltil]'lﬂtﬁ lﬂlﬂti.ﬂ“&hltp “'-lth rl'l: F;“'I'l.cl. l“ am
in the Father and the Facher is in me.” he stared
{John 14:11),

Jesus ook his instructions from God. It was
his habit to go to worship (Luke 416}, It was
his practice to memarize Scriprure (Luke 44),
Luke says Jesus “often slipped away to be alone
30 he could pray” (Luke 5:16]. His times of prayer
guided him, He once returned from prayer and
ﬂllllﬂll.l“.:‘:d it Wilh riil]: Lo move [ ﬁnﬂtl'l:f {..il'}'
{Mark 1:38). Another time of praver resulted in
the selection of the disciples (Luke 6:12-13). Jesus
was led by an unseen hand.

The heart of Jesus was spiritual,

i Like fesus
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Sacred Delight

"Thase people wha know they have great
spiviteal seeds ave happy, becawse the
Eingdom: of heaven belongs to them.”

MATTHEW 5:3

od promises [sacred delight]. And he promuses
it to an unlikely crowd:

= “The poor in spiric.” Beggars in God's soup
kitchen.

* “Those who moumn.” Sinners Anonyimous
bound togeeher by the cruth of their
introduction: “Hi, 1 am me. ['m a sinner.”

= “The merciful,” Winners of the million-dollar
loreery who share the prize with their enemies.

= “The pure in hear.” Physicians who love
lepers and escape infection.

* “The persecuted.” Those who manage
to keep an eve on heaven while walking
through hell an earch.

It is to this band of pilgrims thar God promises
a special blessing, A heavenly joy. A sacred delight.

The Applanie of Heaven
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The Sum of Christianity

*f did ehis s an example so thar you
showld do as | have done for you."

Jou® 13015

Mnrk it down, We are what we see, If we see
Dn]:f' ﬂ“mt\cﬁ. Qur m]ﬂhﬂﬂn:ﬁ “'i” Elnl"u"c t!‘f
same epitaph Paul wsed o describe enemies of
Christ: “Their god is their own apperice, they glory
in their shame, and this word is the limic of cheir
horizon™ (Phil, 3:19),

Hl.“'l.'lal'l.s WEIT never mesint o d“t“ il.'l '!E
stale fog of the lowlands with no vision of their
Creator,

Seeing Jesus s what Christianicy is all abour,
Christian service, in its purest form, s nuthing
more than imitating him whom we see, To sec
his majesty and to imitate him, chat is the sum of
Christianity,

Ceovedl Carmre Newr
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God Cares About You

“Look at the birds in the atr. They don't
plant or harvest or stove food in barns,

bute your heavenly Father feeds them."
MATTHEW 6:26

onsider the earcth! Our globe’s weighe has

been estimared ar six sexrillion tons {1 six
with twenty-one zeroes), Yet it is precisely cilved
at twenty-three degrees; any more or any less and
our seasons would be lost in a meleed polar flood,
Though our globe revolves ar the rare of one thou-
sand miles per hour or twenty-five thousand miles
per day, none of us umbles into orbic,

As you stand , . . observing God's workshop,
ler me pose o few questions, 1F he is able o place
the stars in their sockets and suspend the sky like
a curtain, do you think it is remotely possible
that God is able wo guide yvour life} IF your God is
mighty enough o ignite the sun, could it be that
he is mighty enough to light your pach? If he cares
enough about the planet Saturn w give it rings or
Venus to make it sparkle, is there an outside chance
that he cares enough abour you to meet your needs?

The Grear Honse of God
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Good Habits

So det us go on to grown-up teaching,
Let ws not go back over the begimting
lessons we learned abowr Chrise,

Hepnrews 6:1

I like the story of the lietle boy who fell our of bed,
When his mom asked him what happened, he
answered, T don't know, | guess | stayed too close
to where | porin.”

Easy to do the same with our fuith, Its wempr-
iﬂg il.ltit 1o sty where we gor i and never move,

Pick a time in the not-too-distane pase, A
vear or two ago, Mow ask yourself a few ques-
tions, How does vour praver life today compare
with then? How about vour giving? Have both the
amount and the joy increased? What abour your
church loyaley? Can vou tell you've grown? And
Bible study? Are vou learning o leamn?

Dan't make the mistake of the liedle boy, Don't
stay too close to where vou gor in. 16s risky resting
on the edge,

Wihen Cod Whispers Yorr Name
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