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For Lenya Avery Lusko, aka Lenya Lion.
Thank you for teaching me how to roar.
I miss you fiercely and can’t wait
to see you in heaven!
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LOVE LIONS. THEY'RE FIERCE, regal, and strong—and just
incredibly amazing. So when Jesus is called the Lion of the tribe of

Judah, it’s a huge compliment!

Not too long ago, | went on a mini safari in South Africa where | learned
all kinds of cool things about lions. Did you know that adult lions are apex
predators? That means they’re at the top of the food chain. No other animals
mess with or hunt an apex predator! Lions also stick together. They’re the only
members of the cat family that live in groups, called prides. These prides can
have as many as fifteen or more lions, all working together to hunt and raise
their young.

The way lions hunt is really cool too. They’re the only cats with tasseled
tails, and they use them to “talk” to other lions while they’re out on a hunt.
Lions also walk on their tiptoes, kind of like a ballerina or a boxer! This makes
them light on their feet, helping an adult lion run up to fifty miles an hour.
(That’s as fast as a car!) And they can jump as much as thirty-six feet in a single
bound. (Imagine laying a wooden telephone pole on the ground and jumping
from one end to the other—that’s what lions can do!) A lion’s eyesight is six
times better than ours, especially in the dark. It’s like they’re wearing night-
vision binoculars all the time.

Lions don’t start out super-tough and strong. When it’s born, a lion cub
is completely blind and has to stay close to its parents and the pride for pro-
tection. In fact, lion cubs spend the first two years of their lives growing and

learning all they need to know to survive in the wild.
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Just like a lion cub, you’ll spend the first few years of your life growing and

learning the things you need to know to survive in this wild world. One of the
reasons | wrote Roar Like a Lion was to help you do just that.

There are ninety devotions in this book. Each starts off with a Bible verse—
what could be better? Then there’s a devotion about God and how amazing
He is. In “Did You Know?” you’ll learn super-cool stuff from history (my favorite
subject!). And in “Get Ready to Roar!” I'll be giving you a few missions to build
up your courage and your “roar” in this world. Each day’s devotion finishes up
with a prayer to connect your heart to God.

Roar Like a Lion was written in honor of my daughter Lenya. She lives with
Jesus now, but she roared through this life like an amazing little lion—just like |
know she’s roaring through heaven now. Lenya was curious about everything,
and | hope that Roar Like a Lion will jump-start your curiosity and encourage
you to dig deeper into God’s Word.

My prayer is that as you journey through this book—whether at bedtime,
during a meal, or even as a part of your school lesson—Roar Like a Lion will

anchor your heart to heaven and grow your love for Jesus, the real lion King!

—Levi

P.S. Speaking of anchors, be on the lookout! Anchors are hidden all
throughout the illustrations in this book. Why? Because anchors are
one of the coolest pictures of what it looks like to have Jesus as your
Savior and Friend. (Check out “The Anchor” on page 134 to find out
why.) There are twenty anchors in all. How many can you find? The

answers are on page 192.
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God did not give us a spirit that makes us afraid. He
gave us a spirit of power and love and self-control.

2 TIMOTHY 1:7 i1cB

AVE YOU HEARD THE saying “as brave as a lion”? We compare

being brave to being like a lion because, well, lions aren’t really afraid of

much. Not buffalos, rhinos, elephants, or even crocodiles. They weigh

up to five hundred pounds, which is like fifty house cats in one big pile. Together,
their weight, strength, and fearlessness make them one powerful force in the wild.
The Bible says, “Good people are as brave as a lion” (Proverbs 28:1ICB).

.'
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They have the courage to do what God says
is good and right. Even if everyone else is
doing wrong. Their lives “roar” with the good-
ness of God.

Now, if you've ever heard a lion roar—
whether at the zoo or in a movie—you know
it's a sound so big and loud that everyone
stops and takes notice. And that’s exactly what
God wants your life to do. He wants it to roar
so loud that everyone stops and takes notice.

How can your life roar? Well, it has noth-
ing to do with your vocal cords and everything
to do with daring to live differently from the
rest of the world. Your life roars when you
have the courage to follow God no matter
what. Being “as brave as a lion” doesn’t mean
you’re never afraid. But it does mean you
choose to do the good and right thing any-
way. That kind of courage doesn’t come from
inside you or from your own strength. It can
only come from the Spirit and power of God.

So go ahead and roar like a lion. Let the
whole world know how awesome and amaz-

ing and powerful your God is!
LORD, HELP ME ROAR LIKE A LION SO

THAT | CAN TELL THE WHOLE WORLD
ABOUT YOU. AMEN.

| i

‘ RoarLikeALion_INT.indd 11

DID YOU
KNOW?

In the wild, lions roar
for three reasons: to
let other lions know
where they are, to
show how powerful
they are, and to scare
off an enemy. Your
life should roar for
the same reasons:
to let other believers
know where you are
and that they aren’t
alone, to show how
powerful God is,
and to scare off your
enemy, the devil.
Because when you
roar with the power
of God, the devil runs
away (James 4:7).
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On the day | called to you, you answered
me. You made me strong and brave.

PSALM 138:3 NcV

O YOU WANT TO be brave. You want to stand up for what'’s right,

help the hopeless, and fight evil. You want to shine the light of God’s

love and truth into this dark world. You want to fly through the air

and swoop down to rescue someone in the nick of time. Okay, maybe not
that last one. (But wouldn’t that be so cool?) To do those things, you need
to be brave. Well, here’'s what you

need to know about being brave: You

% don’t need muscles like Superman
h\ &d

or lightning-fast reflexes like Wonder
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Woman. You don’t need to climb
walls like Spider-Man or talk to
dolphins like Aquaman. You don’t
need Captain America’s shield or
Iron Man’s iron suit. (But again,
wouldn’t that be so cool?) Truth
is, there’s only one thing you
need to be brave.

God.

Because God has all the
superpowers. He soars on
the wind to rescue His people
(Psalm 18:10). He commands the
thunder and the lightning (Psalm
18:14). No enemy can stand up to
Him! And when you believe He is
who He says He is and that He'll
do what He says He'll do—when
you love, trust, and obey Him—
God will pour His power into you
(Ephesians 1:19-20). He will help
you be brave enough to do what
is right. And that’s what makes a
real superhero.

DID YOU KNOW?

The super-est superheroes aren’t
found in movies or comic books.
They’re the real-life ones, like
Harriet Tubman. Harriet was born
a slave in Maryland sometime
around 1820. She was beaten,
and often she was fed only
scraps. In 1849, Harriet used the
Underground Railroad—a network
of people who hid slaves trying to
escape—to get to Pennsylvania
and to freedom. But that wasn’t
enough for Harriet. She became
a conductor on the Underground
Railroad and helped more than
three hundred slaves escape.
Harriet became known as “Moses”
because, like Moses in the Bible,
she led her people to freedom.

LORD, | WANT TO BE BRAVE—NOT SO THAT | CAN BE LIKE A
SUPERHERO BUT SO | CAN TELL THE WORLD HOW SUPER-AMAZING

YOU ARE. AMEN.

RoarLikeALion_INT.indd 13
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Do what is right to other people. Love being kind
to others. And live humbly, trusting your God.

MICAH 6:8 IcB

AVE YOU HEARD THE saying “You do you”? It’s pretty popular

these days. It means you should do your own thing—whatever makes

you happy. Of course, that also means that everyone else should be

free to do their own thing—whatever makes them happy. Sounds good, right?
What if the thing that makes you happy makes someone else unhappy? Or
whatever makes someone else happy leaves you feeling hurt? That definitely

A
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doesn’t sound so good. God has a much
better plan. Instead of you do you, God
says you should do what'’s right for others.

What does that mean? An awesome
verse in the little book of Micah sums it up
for us: “Do what is right to other people.
Love being kind to others. And live humbly,
trusting your God” (6:8 ICB). Because, as it
turns out, living the way God wants you
to isn’t about you at all. It’s about God,
and it’s about others. You see, God cre-
ated you to show everyone around you
how amazing and full of love He is. The
best way to do that is to treat everyone
the way God treats you—with lots of love
and kindness.

So instead of ignoring your brother, let
him play the video game with you. Instead
of interrupting your friends to talk about
what you want to talk about, listen and
show interest in what they care about.
Help your dad put away the groceries, and
offer to help your mom make dinner.

Get out there and show the world how

awesome God really is!

GET READY
TO ROAR!

Micah 6:8 gives us three
ways to live for God.
Today, let’s work on

kindness. Who can you
be extra-kind to today?

Maybe include your little

brother or sister in a game
with your friends, or let
them ride in the best seat
in the car—even if you
already called it. Offer
to bring in the mail for
an older neighbor. Or be
kind to your community
by picking up litter.
How many kind things
can you do today?

LORD, TEACH ME TO BE WHO YOU CREATED ME TO BE SO | CAN DO
WHAT IS RIGHT, BE KIND, AND TRUST IN YOU. AMEN.

m\'-;'_-_'__. 3
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The LORD your God will go ahead of you and fight for you.

DEUTERONOMY 1:30 NcV

HEN IT COMES TO trouble, alot of times you can avoid it by

making good choices. For example, if you tell the truth, you won’t

get in trouble for lying. If you keep your eyes on your own test,
no one will think you’re a cheat. If you are kind and helpful, you won’t get in
trouble for being a jerk.

But there are some kinds of trouble we can’t avoid, no matter how good

our choices are. Things like getting sick, hearing our parents fighting, or losing

RoarLikeALion_INT.indd 16 4/15/21 4:26 PM



someone we love. Nobody chooses
for those kinds of things to happen,
but sometimes, well, they just do.

When trouble comes, it can be
scary. And it’s okay to be scared.
But you don’t have be stuck feeling
afraid. You can be scared and brave
at the same time. How? By calling out
to God in prayer. He’s never scared,
and He’s always ready to help.

God starts answering your
prayers even before you finish pray-
ing (Isaiah 65:24). And He never
leaves you to fight your way through
a jungle of troubles on your own. God
doesn’t just fight by your side either.
No, He goes ahead of you and starts
fighting for you. He clears the way
and makes sure you have every-
thing you need to get through to the
other side.

The next time trouble finds you,
call out to God—and then watch to

see how He answers you.

DID YOU KNOW?

Corrie ten Boom was working
in her family’s watch shop
when the Nazis invaded
Holland. The Nazis began
rounding up Jews and sending
them to concentration camps
where millions of people
died. Corrie wasn’t Jewish, so
she could have ignored what
was happening around her.
Instead, she bravely risked
her life by hiding Jewish
people in a secret room in
her house. When the Nazis
found out, she and her family
were arrested and taken to
a camp. She survived, and
later—with God’s help—she
was even able to forgive those
who hurt her in the camp.

GOD, THANK YOU FOR ALWAYS HEARING AND ANSWERING ME. |
TRUST YOU TO ALWAYS FIGHT FOR ME. AMEN.

RoarLikeALion_INT.indd 17
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Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls
around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.

1 PETER 5:8 NLT

HE LION CROUCHES IN the grass, not moving a muscle or making
a sound. He’s watching his prey—the prey that doesn’t even know the
enemy is there. And he’s waiting, just waiting for the perfect moment

to ... pounce!
It's easy to see how dangerous a lion is when he’s stalking his prey, but the
devil is even more dangerous. The Bible says he’s like a lion—crouching and

.'
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hiding, prowling around, waiting for the
perfect moment to pounce! Now, the devil
doesn’t want to munch on your legs or toes.
Instead, he wants to eat up your peace, joy,
and trust in God. Those are his favorite
snacks.

But the devil is only like a lion. He’s
a wannabe who wishes he could be as
powerful as the real Lion. It’s like he’s roar-
ing from inside a lion costume.

Who'’s the real Lion? Jesus, the Lion
of Judah! When you trust Jesus and
believe He’'s God’s own Son, He comes
to stand between you and the devil. And
no wannabe lion can get past Him.

In the wild, you can spot a lion by
looking for animals that are upset, wor-
ried, and scared. That’s a pretty good
way to spot the devil too. If you're upset,
worried, or scared, ask God to show you
what lies the devil might be roaring at
you. Then take a look at what the Bible
says is true. Like the fact that not even a
wannabe lion can take away God’s love

and care for you (Romans 8:38-39).

DID YOU
KNOW?

Why is Jesus called “the
Lion of Judah”? Well, the lion
is the “king of all beasts,”
while Jesus is the “King of all
kings.” That’s why Jesus is
sometimes compared to a lion.
The Judah part comes from
a guy named Judah. He was
one of Jacob’s twelve sons
(Genesis 49). Judah was also
the great-great-great-whole
bunch of greats-granddad
of Jesus, which makes Jesus
from the family of Judah.
That’s why Jesus is called
the Lion of Judah. And when
He roars, that wannabe
lion named Satan runs
away like a scaredy-cat!

LORD, WHEN THE DEVIL ROARS AT ME, HELP ME REMEMBER THAT
YOU ARE BIGGER AND STRONGER THAN HE COULD EVER BE! AMEN.

B

‘ RoarLikeALion_INT.indd 19
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Jesus said to her, “l am the resurrection and the life. The
one who believes in me will live, even though they die.”

JOHN 11:25 NIV

HEN SOMEONE WE LOVE dies,it’s often called “losing some-
one.” | guess that’s because we’ve lost the gift of spending more

time with that person. What'’s left behind is this big, ugly hole of emp-
tiness where there used to be hugs and smiles and laughter. And it hurts. Boy,
does it hurt. It’s hard to get up and keep going.

Sometimes it takes every scrap of courage we

have just to face the everyday stuff of life.
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But I've got to tell you something

that’s so important: losing someone you

love isn’t the end of the story. It’s just

a curve in the road. When we love and G E T R E A D Y
trust God, death is just the beginning— T 0 R 0 AR!

the beginning of a whole new life in

heaven that’s more wonderful and When you lose someone

more real than anything we could ever you love, the hurt can be
imagine. That person you love is sing- so huge that it blocks out
ing, dancing, and loving their new life everything else. Ask God to
with Jesus. And one day, you'll be with fill your thoughts with good

and special memories of that
person—all the things that
make you smile. That might
happen a little bit at a time,

them again—singing, dancing, and lov-
ing your new life with Jesus too.

Until then, yeah, there’s going to be

some sad times and some tears. But it so start a collection. Write
will get easier. And you need to know them in a journal and paste
that it’s okay to be happy again. You in favorite pictures to remind
can still show love and honor to the per- you of times you shared

together. And when the hurt
gets huge, look back through
your collection, remember
the happy times, and know
cry, that's okay too. that it’s okay to smile.
One day, all our hurt will end forever,

son you lost by dancing, laughing, and
remembering all the wonderful things

about that person. And if you need to

and we’ll find the ones we lost waiting

for us in heaven.

LORD, EVEN WHEN | AM HURTING, | PRAISE YOU BECAUSE DEATH
ISN'T THE END, AND I'LL SEE MY SPECIAL PERSON AGAIN. AMEN.

.
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“There are many rooms in my Father’s house. . ..
I am going there to prepare a place for you.”

JOHN 14:2 NcvV

EMPORARY. IT MEANS THAT something will last only for a time.
That’s what life here on earth is: temporary. We're just passing through.
If you're a follower of Jesus, that’s actually very good news. Because
you’re just passing through on your way to heaven—a place so wonderful that

words can’t describe it. And here’s some even better news: You're not just
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headed for heaven. You're headed for
a place that Jesus has prepared just for

you. He’s painted and polished and put

DID YOU
KNOW?

your name on the door.
Why is that important? Because when

you’re up against a problem—whether it’s
Everything on earth is

temporary. Just ask the
dinosaurs! Dinosaurs may
be extinct, but we know

a little one or a mountain-size one—you
can know it’s only temporary too. Knowing

there will be an end to that problem can

give you the courage to keep getting up a lot about them. How?
and facing it. People have found the
So if you are struggling with fossils of their bones.

Dinosaur bones were first
found back in the 1820s
by Dr. Gideon Mantell.
But it was Dr. Richard
Owen who gave dinosaurs

something—your best friend moved
away, you or someone you love is sick,
or your parents are splitting up—don’t let

the hugeness of that problem stop you

in your tracks. This life is like a journey, their name, calling
and trouble is just a part of that journey. them Dinosauria, which
But you’re passing through on the way to means “terrible lizard.”

someplace wonderful. Keep putting one
foot in front of the other. Keep doing the
next thing you know is right, and then the
next. Sure, it takes courage. But you can
do this. Because God is on your side, and

you’re just passing through.

GOD, WHEN TROUBLES SEEM LIKE THEY'LL NEVER GO AWAY, HELP
ME REMEMBER THAT I'M JUST PASSING THROUGH. AMEN.
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