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JANUARY 1

A NEW RESOLUTION

“Consider your ways . .. and build the temple.”
Hagaar 1:7-8

eople by nature build, tear down, and rebuild. We build our hopes, get dis-
P appointed, and then search for renewed hope. That is why we are fond of
New Year’s resolutions. They are very popular in our culture today, though most
are seldom kept. We get busy; we forget; we fail. Making resolutions, though, at
least forces us into a moment of honesty about our need to change.

The Bible tells us to examine ourselves before the Lord. When we do this
with sincerity, the Lord reveals where we fall short. This turns us back to God
and helps us realize that we are incapable of living lives pleasing to Him apart
from His help day by day, hour by hour.

Have you taken inventory lately? Have you considered where you stand with
God? As you begin this new year, return to the Lord and consider Him—the One
who gives you everything. Consider your ways and build on His foundation.
“And in this place,” the Lord says, “I will bring peace” (Haggai 2:9 NLT).

7 \

What is one area you are secking God’s help this year?
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JANUARY 2

PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE

Having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone.

EpPHESIANS 2:20

t’s easy to focus only on physical well-being or emotional happiness as we
I prepare for the future. It is not necessarily wrong to be concerned about
some of these things. But is this all it takes to prepare?

The answer is no; even the securest financial plan and the finest health
care aren’t enough to hold us steady when the challenges come. Will a full bank
account satisfy you when disability takes away your freedom or death robs you
of someone you love? Will robust health shield you against the storms of loneli-
ness or grief? We need a solid foundation beneath our lives—a foundation that
will give us strength and stability no matter what happens. And the time to
build it is now.

God does not want us to drift aimlessly through life, desperately seeking
happiness and security and peace—but never finding them. Nor does He want
us to build our lives on an unstable or impermanent foundation. God has already
provided the foundation we need!

7/ \
What is one step you can take today to build your foundation on God?
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JANUARY 3

THE GIFT OF PRAYER

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace
of God . . . will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

PHILIPPIANS 4:6-7

rayer is one of our greatest privileges as God’s children. Think of it: the God
P of the universe wants us to bring every concern to Him! I have never met
anyone who spent time in daily prayer, studied God’s Word regularly, and was
strong in faith who was ever discouraged for very long.

Does God always answer our prayers the way we wish? No, not necessarily—
nor has He promised to do so. He sees the whole picture, but we don’t. Sometimes
He says “No” or “Not now.” But God has promised to hear us when we pray and
to answer our prayers in His time and in His way (1 John 5:14).

Prayer isn’t just asking for things we want. Prayer is really a place where you
meet God in genuine conversation. True prayer includes thanking and praising
Him for who He is and all He does.

No matter how dark and hopeless a situation may seem, never stop praying.
We cannot afford to be too busy to pray.

7 \

How can you readjust your schedule to spend time praying today?
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JANUARY 4

THE GIFT OF SERVICE

As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another,
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
1 PETER 4:10

ust as our bodies need exercise to be strong physically, our faith needs exer-

cise if we are to be strong spiritually.

It has often been noted that several rivers flow into the Dead Sea, but no
river flows from it. That’s why its water has become so saturated with minerals
over the centuries that nothing is able to live in it. Without any outlet it indeed
has become a “dead” sea. The same is true with us. If we keep faith to ourselves,
if we never allow it to flow through us to enrich others, and if it has no outlet,
then we will find ourselves like the Dead Sea—Tlifeless and spiritually dead.

God wants to use you right where you are. Every day you probably come into
contact with people who will never enter a church or talk with a pastor or open
a Bible. You may be the bridge God uses to bring them to His Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ. Anyone can be a servant, no matter how inadequate he or she may feel.

J \

How can God’s love flow through you in someone’s life?
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JANUARY §

NOURISHED BY THE WORD

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall
meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all
that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous.

JosHua 1:8

trengthening our spiritual roots begins with God’s Word.
S A wonderful friend of ours, Robert Morgan, wrote a little book about
Bible memorization and stated, “Our minds are vaults especially designed to
stockpile the seeds of God’s Word.” In his book, he tells the story of an eighty-
nine-year-old woman in his church who said, “Oh, Pastor Morgan, I'm so glad
you are having us memorize [Bible] verses. I've already gotten started on them.
It’s going to help me keep my mind fresh and young!”! It made me smile to real-
ize that she would keep her mind fresh and young . . . she had not allowed it to
get old. There is no better deposit to make in the human mind and heart than
to fill them with the treasures found in the Word of God.

Are the truths of God nourishing your root system? We must never cease
being filled with the abundant gifts from God that bring hope and satisfaction.

7 \

Which Bible verse will you memorize today?
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JANUARY 6

WIisDOM FOR GENERATIONS

Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers
in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.
1 TiMOTHY 4:12

he apostle Paul wrote these words as an aged man, counseling his spiri-

tual son, Timothy, to grab hold of scriptural doctrines and teach them to
the young and old. Here is a wonderful picture of God’s truth impacting one
generation to another. This is God’s wisdom; this is His master plan.

My prayer is that you will sense God encouraging you to impact those
around you, regardless of age. Look for the Lord’s purpose in every face or
voice you encounter daily, for the time He has given you is not without purpose.
Prepare for each day by asking the Lord to open your eyes to what is going on
around you. You may feel lonely, but perhaps the Lord will use your smile to
draw someone else close to you. You may experience pain, but the Lord may
use your resolve to strengthen another who doesn’t have the will to go on. We
can reject the opportunity to be used of God, or we can seize opportunities to
impact others as a testimony to Him.

s \

How does the Lord give you direction?
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JANUARY 7

FAarTtH BEYOND UNDERSTANDING

Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can
he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”
Joun 3:4

ven though the new birth seems mysterious, that does not make it untrue.

Most people don’t understand how electricity operates, but we know that
it lights our homes and runs our televisions and radios. Most do not understand
how the sheep grows wool, the cow grows hair, or the fowl grows feathers—but
we know they do. We don’t have to fully understand, but we accept by faith the
fact that at the moment we repent of sin and turn by faith to Jesus Christ we
are born again.

It is the implantation or impartation of divine nature into the human soul
whereby we become the children of God. We receive the breath of God. Christ
through the Holy Spirit takes up residence in our hearts. We are attached to
God for eternity. That means that if you have been born again you will live
as long as God lives, because you are now sharing His very life. The long-lost
fellowship man had with God in the garden of Eden has been restored.

7 \

Are you born again?
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JANUARY 8

A CHANGE OF DIRECTION

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
I will guide you with My eye.
PsaLm 32:8

he word conversion means “to turn around,” “to change one’s mind,” “to

turn back,” or “to return.” In the realm of religion, it has been variously
explained as “to repent,” “to be regenerated,” “to receive grace,” “to experience
religion,” or “to gain assurance.”

I remember one confirmed alcoholic who came to one of the opening meet-
ings of a crusade and said to me, “Mr. Graham, I’'m not sure there’s a word of
truth in what you’re saying, but I'm going to give your Christ a trial, and if
He works even a little bit the way you say He will, I'll come back and sign up
for life!”

Weeks later he told me that he didn’t quite understand it, but every time
he started to take a drink it seemed as though something or someone stopped
him. Christ had given him victory over his vicious habit. He returned to his
family and is now living his life for Christ. In other words, he turned around;
he changed his way of thinking—he had been converted!

7/ \
What habit do you need a victory over today?
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JANUARY 9

REPENTANCE AND FAITH

From that time Jesus began to preach and to say,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

MATTHEW 4:17

hen you fall in love completely with Jesus Christ, you will not want to
do the things He hates and abhors. You will automatically renounce all
the sins of your life when you surrender by faith to Him. Therefore, repentance
and faith go hand in hand. You cannot have genuine repentance without saving
faith, and you cannot have saving faith without genuine repentance.
Repentance is a very unpopular word. But the first sermon Jesus ever
preached was “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17).
This was God speaking through His Son. Jesus had come with a heart filled
with love and compassion, but He immediately called upon men to acknowl-
edge their guilt and turn from their ungodliness. He said repentance must come
before He could pour out His love, grace, and mercy upon men. Jesus refused to
gloss over iniquity. He insisted upon self-judgment, upon a complete about-face.
He insisted upon a new attitude before He would reveal the love of God. This
does not limit the grace of God, but repentance makes way for the grace of God.

7 \

Have you fallen in love with Jesus?

10
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JANUARY 10

A CHRISTIAN VIEW OF THOSE WHO SUFFER

I know that the Lorp will maintain the cause of
the afflicted, and justice for the poor.
PsaLm 140:12

Christian will be concerned about suffering humanity around him. The
Apoverty and suffering of thousands of people in your own neighborhood
will become a concern to you. You will join with organizations and associa-
tions to help alleviate the suffering of humanity around you. Many people spend
so much time in lofty enterprises that they make no contribution to suffering
immediately at hand. Who is our neighbor? Whoever is closest to us. It could
be a wife, a husband, a child, or those living next door. Our neighbor is that one
closest to us—in our city or country, then the world.

The Bible says the common people heard Jesus gladly. Wherever He went,
He healed the sick. He comforted the sorrowful; He gave practical encourage-
ment. Years ago, an Anglican bishop told me that he could think of no social
organization in England that did not have its roots in some evangelical awak-
ening. The Christian will be interested and dedicated to causes that help those
who suffer in our world.

7/ \
Who is your neighbor?

N\ e
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JANUARY 11

EVIDENCE IN SCRIPTURE

And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the
promise made by God to our fathers.
AcTs 26:6

f I did not believe that Christ overcame death on the cross and bodily rose

from the grave, I would have quit preaching that the resurrection empow-
ers faith in Jesus Christ. I am absolutely convinced that Jesus is living at this
moment at the right hand of God the Father. I believe it by faith, and I believe
it by evidence found in the Scriptures.

Luke, a physician and disciple of Jesus, was one of the most brilliant men
of his day; he made this startling statement about the resurrection in the book
of Acts: “He . . . presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible
proofs, being seen by them during forty days” (1:3).

These “infallible proofs” have been debated for two thousand years. Many
people have come to know the truth while they tried to prove Jesus’ resur-
rection a lie. Others ignore the facts recorded in the best-selling book of all
time, the Bible. The bloodstained cross is gruesome, but the empty cross is full

of hope.

7 \

Do you believe in Jesus by evidence or faith or both?

12
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JANUARY 12

GROWING STRONG

His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us.
2 PETER 1:3

ow can we develop a faith strong enough to see us throughout our lives?
H The key is this: God wants us to be spiritually strong and has provided us
with every resource we need. We need God’s strength to face life’s challenges—
and He wants to give it to us.

Tragically, many Christians never discover this. They have committed their
lives to Christ . . . they may be active in their churches . .. they pray and read
their Bibles on occasion—but they remain spiritually immature and weak in the
face of life’s temptations and setbacks.

We may be old in years, but if our faith is immature, we will be fearful and
unprepared. But it doesn’t need to be this way. Just as a baby needs food and
exercise in order to grow, so we need the spiritual food and exercise God has
provided for us. Without them our faith is weak, but with them spiritual strength
increases, and we are better prepared for whatever life has in store for us.

\
What are you doing now that will make you spiritually mature when you're
older?
N\ e
13
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JANUARY 13

THE GIFT OF GOD’Ss WORD

“I am the Lorp your God, . . .
Who leads you by the way you should go.”
Isatan 48:17

ow does the Bible help us develop spiritually? First, it points us to the
H truth—about God, about ourselves, about the world, and most of all about
Jesus and His love for us. The Christian faith isn’t just a matter of personal
opinion or unfounded optimism. It is rooted in the unchanging truth of God,
revealed to us in the pages of His written Word. The Bible is the constant rain
that waters our root system of faith.

How can we be sure we make right decisions in life? By applying biblical
principles. The world has its own values and goals, but they will never give us
the lasting security and peace we seek.

Don’t be intimidated by the Bible or think it is impossible to understand.
Even if you read only a few verses a day, God can still use it to reshape your life.
Take advantage of opportunities to learn the Bible from others—your pastor,
respected teachers on Christian radio, and Christian books; but never let these
things replace your personal reading of Scripture. It is a priceless gift to you.

7 \

How are you incorporating Bible reading into your daily life?

14
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JANUARY 14

THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.
Romans 8:16

‘ x 7 hen we come to Jesus, God Himself comes to live within us. We may

not feel any different; we may be unaware of His presence; we may even
doubt if anything has really happened to us. But it has. God now lives within
us! He does this through His Holy Spirit. Although we can’t see Him, He is that
part of God who is working and active in our world.

Why does the Holy Spirit come to live within us? One reason is to assure
us of our salvation. He came to help us discover God’s will—to illuminate
our minds and make us yearn for God. He takes spiritual truth and makes it
understandable to us. The Holy Spirit also encourages and strengthens us in
times of trouble. And He has come to change us from within, to make us more
like Christ.

Don’t try to live the Christian life in your own strength. Instead, turn to
God in submission and faith, and trust His Holy Spirit to help you.

J \
How does the Holy Spirit strengthen you?

15
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JANUARY 15

THE GIFT OF FELLOWSHIP

We took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the house of God in company.

PsaLm 55:14 KJv

‘ x 7 e are not meant to be isolated from and independent of each other, either

as human beings or as Christians. We need other people in our lives,
and they need us. This is especially true as we seek to grow in faith. The Bible
says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
let us encourage one another” (Hebrews 10:25). A solitary Christian is inevitably
a weak Christian because he or she is failing to draw strength from what God
is doing in the lives of fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.

If you aren’t presently part of a church fellowship, ask God to guide you to a
church where you can grow in your faith through biblical preaching and teach-
ing and worship. The church is a storehouse of spiritual food. This is where
our souls are fed, nourished, and developed into maturity. It is there we can
“encourage one another and build each other up” (1 Thessalonians 5:11 N1v).

7 \

Who are the people who encourage you in your faith?

16
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JANUARY 16

THEN AND NOW

“I am going away. . . . If you loved Me, you would rejoice
because I said, ‘I am going to the Father.
Jonn 14:28

24

his old house is empty now, with mostly only me, the trees are crowding
up the hill as if for company.”?

These words reflected my late wife’s thoughts after all the children were
gone, what is now called empty-nest syndrome. Ruth simply called it then and
now. I watched how she transitioned to this stage of life with grace.

God designs transitions and provides the grace to embrace what follows.
When Jesus prepared to leave His earthly dwelling, He told His beloved
disciples where He was going. And He gave them work to do: “Feed My sheep”
(John 21:17). How wonderful that the Lord did not leave the world void of His
presence but sent His Holy Spirit to be our constant companion.

While I will never grow accustomed to life without Ruth, she would be
the first to scold me if I didn’t look for God’s plan for the here and now. I also
know that God will guide us into whatever He has for us if we are watching and

waiting attentively.

7/ \
How has God’s grace helped you navigate a difficult transition?

17
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JANUARY 17

WOoORK WELL

Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

1 COorRINTHIANS 10:31

‘ x 7 ork is a part of God’s plan for our lives. Work is not something we do

just to put food on the table; it is one of the major ways God has given
us to bring glory to Him. In God’s eyes work has dignity and importance, which
means we should do our work with pride and diligence and integrity.

But our work was never meant to become the center of our lives. That place
belongs only to God, and when we allow our work to dominate and control us,
then it has become an idol to us. Someone who brags about working seventy
hours a week probably thinks he is the master of his job—but in reality he has
become its slave. In addition, because his life is so wrapped up in work, his sense
of self-worth often comes to depend on his ability to work. Society only rein-
forces this view. But God says you are greater than your work, and your work is
only a part of His plan for you.

7 \

Have you allowed work to become the center of your life?

18
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JANUARY 18

RrecoaNize His Voice

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.”
Joun 10:27

have never heard the voice of the Lord audibly, but the Lord has spoken to

me many times throughout my life. You might ask, “How can someone rec-
ognize His voice?” To recognize the voice of the Lord, we must belong to Him.

Ruth never had to identify herself when she called me on my many trips
around the world. When I picked up the phone and heard her speak, I knew the
voice of my wife. That was years before mobile phones and caller ID. I never had
to ask my children to identify themselves by name when they phoned. We recog-
nize the voices of those who are dear to us and those with whom we commune.

Likewise, if we are communicating with the Lord Jesus through prayer
and meditating on His Word, our spirits will identify with His voice. The Lord
would not expect us to hear His voice if He did not make it possible. “I will give
them hearts that recognize me as the Lorp” (Jeremiah 24:7 nr1); and “Obey My
voice, and I will be your God” (Jeremiah 7:23).

s \

How does obedience help you hear the Lord’s voice more clearly?

19
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JANUARY 19

FouNTAIN OF LIFE

The fear of the Lorp is a fountain of life.
PROVERBS 14:27

uan Ponce de Leon, the Spanish explorer who traveled at one time with

Christopher Columbus, went in search of a magic water source that people
called the Fountain of Youth. Instead, he found Florida—what became America’s
retirement haven.

The world’s idea of a fountain of youth is a mirage. Only the Bible provides
an oasis for the soul. If the “fear of the Lorp is a fountain of life,” we must first
understand what “fear of the Lorp” means. It is contrary to being afraid of Him.
This is a reminder to be in reverential awe of God, to love Him with our whole
being and commit ourselves joyfully to Him in all things.

Jesus sums it all up in the closing book of the Bible: “I will give of the foun-
tain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts” (Revelation 21:6-7).

The fountain of life is real, friends. We can draw strength from its resources
and stand strong in our resolve to be overcomers, looking forward to the inher-
itance and being in the presence of the Savior of our souls.

7/ \
Are you thirsty today for God’s love?

20
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JANUARY 20

RESTORING PEACE IN RELATIONSHIPS

If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.
Romans 12:18

ow do we restore a legacy that has been marred by something that may

have happened many years ago, but continues to haunt us because it
was never resolved? Often these have to do with broken relationships that have
never been healed. Perhaps this has been true in your own life. If so, face it
honestly, and do whatever you can to change it. As we grow older and look back
over our lives, how will we view these unresolved conflicts?

“My mother and I always had a difficult relationship,” one woman wrote
me, “and for the last ten years we didn’t even speak. Now she’s gone, and I’'d
give anything to have just one minute with her to tell her I'm sorry.” Whether
it’s with parents, children, friends, or family, a broken relationship often brings
regret—regret over what happened, regret over the years that have been lost,
regret because the time for healing has passed. Don’t live with regret. As far as
it depends on you, restore peace in your relationships.

s \

Is there someone you need to reconcile with?

21
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JANUARY 21

OLD AND NEW

I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment
which you have had from the beginning.
1 JoHN 2:7

hile we all benefit in some ways from modern technology, I wonder

what state our world would be in if we suddenly lost electrical power.
Would the younger generations know how to grow crops, or drop anchor and
wait for the catch? Would they know how to survive by the sweat of the brow?
New is good. Old is necessary.

The Bible has a lot to say about the old and the new. In today’s text John
is reminding his readers that the proof of knowing God is following the com-
mandments that He gave long ago, that He gave “from the beginning.” The love
of God is then perfected in the one who obeys (1 John 2:5). Anything “from the
beginning” is old, including God’s love, present before the beginning of time.
When man did not fathom the inexpressible love of God the Creator, He sent
love down to earth in the form of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Our redemp-
tion is rooted in Jesus’ sacrifice of Himself, keeping us firmly planted.

7 \

How does it affect your sense of peace knowing that the Lord is beyond time?

22
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JANUARY 22

BLESSED ASSURANCE

This is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and
this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life; he who
does not have the Son of God does not have life.

1 Jonn 5:11-12

re you trusting Jesus alone for your salvation? If you aren’t, or if you are
Aunsure, I urge you to turn to Jesus Christ in repentance and faith today
and by a simple prayer ask Him to come into your life as your Lord and Savior.
Don’t let another day go by without Christ. Don’t doubt God’s promises
about the certainty of Heaven, and don’t doubt what Jesus Christ has already
done to save you by His death and resurrection. When doubts assail you (and the
devil will be sure they will), remember this: If you have put your faith and trust
in Christ, you now belong to Him. You have been adopted into His family, and
you are now His beloved son or daughter. Because of this, the Bible says, nothing
“in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39 n1v). You are now part of His family—forever!

7/ \
What is one wonderful thing about being God’s child?

23
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JANUARY 23

LEADING THE WAY

In all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in
doctrine showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibility.
Trrus 2:7

police officer pulled over a distinguished-looking woman, the story goes,
A and asked why she had exceeded the speed limit. The old gentleman sit-
ting in the passenger seat laughed and said, “Well, young man, we were speeding
to get to the place before we forget where we’re going!” Getting where we are
going is important. Equally important are those who are following us because
they are on the same journey; they just don’t realize it yet. Older generations
may have a hard time keeping up with the younger, but let’s remember that as
long as we are still breathing, we are leading the way. Are we good examples?
While we have all made mistakes and would like to turn back the clock
to correct some things, we know this is not possible. But the lessons we have
learned from our failures and successes can help those following behind. The
impact we can potentially have on them can mean the difference between leav-
ing good memories or letting our lessons go to waste.

7 \

What failure have you experienced that you can share to help someone else?
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JANUARY 24

REDISCOVER THE WORD

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

HEeBREWS 13:8

fyou and the Bible have had a long absence from each other, it might be good

for you to renew your acquaintance by reading again the gospel of John.
While this is considered one of the most profound books in the Bible, it is also
the clearest and most readily understood.

Next you might acquaint yourself with the Gospel as taught by Mark,
Luke, and Matthew, noting how these men of widely different personalities
and writing styles set forth the eternal story of redemption through Jesus. You
will become aware of the powerful, universal truth that underlies all Gospel
teaching.

When you have read each of the Gospels individually, start at the beginning
of the New Testament and read straight through all the books in order. When
you have done that, you will have developed such a taste for Bible reading, you
will have found it such a fountain of inspiration, such a practical counselor and
guide, such a treasure chest of sound advice, that you will make Bible reading
a part of your daily life.

J \

How has God met you as you have read your Bible recently?
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