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Special thanks to Mackenzie Howard for  
her extensive work in shaping this manuscript. 
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I dedicate this book to our grandchildren:  
Elie, John, Caleb, Esther Grace, Joel, and Lawrence.  

May you—and all who read this book—know  
Jesus as your Savior and Friend.
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Dear Parents and Grandparents,

When our children were young, our family was living in Japan, where 

Christmas wasn’t even a holiday. People went to work and to school as 

usual. This actually made it easier for us to keep the emphasis in our 

home on Jesus’ birth. On Christmas Eve, we would make a birthday cake 

for Jesus. Then on Christmas morning, before we opened presents, my 

husband would read the Christmas story to our children. Later, we’d sing 

“Happy Birthday” to Jesus and eat the cake we’d made to celebrate His 

birth.

Now we have six precious grandchildren, and we care deeply about 

their spiritual well-being. Christmas in the US is a whirlwind of parties 

and activities. The attention on giving and getting presents often takes 

the focus off Jesus.

This Christmas storybook is designed to help you put the empha-

sis on Jesus, not only as a baby in a manger, but as our Lord from 

the beginning of time to the end of time. It will show children that God 

always had a plan for Christmas, and that plan was Jesus.

I pray that this book will provide a delightful way for you to teach the 

children in your life about the real meaning of Christmas—the birth of 

Jesus, our Savior who loves us more than we can imagine!

I wish you and your family a wonderful, meaningful Christmas!
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Christ was there before anything was made. 
And all things continue because of him.

—Colossians 1:17 icb
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Jesus Calling
I am the Beginning and the End. I am Jesus, God the Son. 
I made the heavens and the earth. Even then—long before 

you were born—I thought of you and I loved you.

The Christmas story began long, long ago. Before the 

angel Gabriel told Mary she would have God’s Son. Before 

the shepherds saw the angels and before the wise men saw 

the star.

Even before the sun and moon shone for the first time, 

before the first cows ever moooed and the first monkeys 

ever climbed! Before Adam and Eve took their first walk in 

the garden of Eden, God had a plan for Christmas.

From the beginning of time, God’s plan was Jesus!
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