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MATTHEW 1:18Matthew
The Genealogy of Jesus Christ

1  An ac count  of  the ge ne al o gy  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of Da vid,  the  Son 
 of Abra ham:

From Abraham to David
 ² Abraham fathered Isaac,
  Isaac fathered Jacob,
  Jacob fathered Judah and his brothers,
 ³ Judah fathered Perez and Zerah by Tamar,
  Perez fathered Hezron,
  Hezron fathered Aram,
 ⁴ Aram fathered Amminadab,
  Amminadab fathered Nahshon,
  Nahshon fathered Salmon,
 ⁵ Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab,
  Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth,
  Obed fathered Jesse,
 ⁶ and Jesse fathered King David.

From David to the Babylonian Exile
  David fathered Solomon by Uriah’s wife,
 ⁷ Solomon fathered Rehoboam,
  Rehoboam fathered Abijah,
  Abijah fathered Asa,
 ⁸ Asa fathered Jehoshaphat,
  Jehoshaphat fathered Joram,
  Joram fathered Uzziah,
 ⁹ Uzziah fathered Jotham,
  Jotham fathered Ahaz,
  Ahaz fathered Hezekiah,
 ¹⁰ Hezekiah fathered Manasseh,
  Manasseh fathered Amon,
  Amon fathered Josiah,
 ¹¹ and Josiah fathered Jeconiah and his brothers
  at the time of the exile to Babylon.

From the Exile to the Messiah
 ¹² After the exile to Babylon
  Jeconiah fathered Shealtiel,
  Shealtiel fathered Zerubbabel,
 ¹³ Zerubbabel fathered Abiud,
  Abiud fathered Eliakim,
  Eliakim fathered Azor,
 ¹⁴ Azor fathered Zadok,
  Zadok fathered Achim,
  Achim fathered Eliud,
 ¹⁵ Eliud fathered Eleazar,
  Eleazar fathered Matthan,
  Matthan fathered Jacob,
 ¹⁶ and Jacob fathered Joseph the husband of Mary,
  who gave birth to Jesus who is called the Messiah.

¹⁷  So  all  the gen er a tions  from Abra ham  to Da vid  were four teen gen er a-
tions;  and  from Da vid un til  the ex ile  to Bab ylon, four teen gen er a tions;  and 
 from  the ex ile  to Bab ylon un til  the Messiah, four teen gen er a tions.

The Nativity of the Messiah 
¹⁸  The  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  came  about  this  way: Af ter  his moth er  Mary  had 
 been en gaged  to Jo seph,  it  was dis cov ered be fore  they  came to geth er  that 
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MATTHEW 1:19  she  was preg nant  from  the  Holy Spir it. ¹⁹  So  her hus band, Jo seph, be ing 
 a righ teous  man,  and  not want ing  to dis grace  her pub lic ly, de cid ed  to di-
vorce  her se cret ly.

²⁰  But af ter  he  had con sid ered  these  things,  an an gel  of  the  Lord ap peared 
 to  him  in  a  dream, say ing, “Jo seph,  son  of Da vid,  don’t  be  afraid  to  take  Mary 
 as  your  wife, be cause  what  has  been con ceived  in  her  is  from  the  Holy Spir-
it. ²¹  She  will  give  birth  to  a  son,  and  you  are  to  name  him  Jesus, be cause  he 
 will  save  his peo ple  from  their  sins.”

²²  Now  all  this  took  place  to ful fi ll  what  was spo ken  by  the  Lord  through 
 the proph et:

 ²³ See, the virgin will become pregnant
  and give birth to a son,
  and they will name him Immanuel,

 which  is trans lat ed “ God  is  with  us.”
²⁴  When Jo seph  woke  up,  he  did  as  the  Lord’s an gel  had com mand ed  him. 

 He mar ried  her ²⁵  but  did  not  have sex u al re la tions  with  her un til  she  gave 
 birth  to  a  son.  And  he  named  him  Jesus.

Wise Men Visit the King

2 Af ter  Jesus  was  born  in Beth le hem  of Ju dea  in  the  days  of  King Her od, 
 wise  men  from  the  east ar rived  in Je ru sa lem, ² say ing, “ Where  is  he  who 

 has  been  born  king  of  the  Jews?  For  we  saw  his  star  at  its ris ing  and  have 
 come  to wor ship  him.”

³  When  King Her od  heard  this,  he  was deep ly dis turbed,  and  all Je ru sa lem 
 with  him. ⁴  So  he as sem bled  all  the  chief  priests  and  scribes  of  the peo ple 
 and  asked  them  where  the Messiah  would  be  born.

⁵ “ In Beth le hem  of Ju dea,”  they  told  him, “be cause  this  is  what  was writ-
ten  by  the proph et:

 ⁶ And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah:
  Because out of you will come a ruler
  who will shepherd my people Israel.”

⁷  Then Her od se cret ly sum moned  the  wise  men  and  asked  them  the ex-
act  time  the  star ap peared. ⁸  He  sent  them  to Beth le hem  and  said, “ Go  and 
 search care ful ly  for  the  child.  When  you  fi nd  him, re port  back  to  me  so  that 
 I  too  can  go  and wor ship  him.”

⁹ Af ter hear ing  the  king,  they  went  on  their  way.  And  there  it  was  —   the 
 star  they  had  seen  at  its ris ing.  It  led  them un til  it  came  and  stopped  above 
 the  place  where  the  child  was. ¹⁰  When  they  saw  the  star,  they  were over-
whelmed  with  joy. ¹¹ En ter ing  the  house,  they  saw  the  child  with  Mary  his 
moth er,  and fall ing  to  their  knees,  they wor shiped  him.  Then  they  opened 
 their trea sures  and pre sent ed  him  with  gifts:  gold, frank in cense,  and  myrrh. 
¹²  And be ing  warned  in  a  dream  not  to  go  back  to Her od,  they re turned  to 
 their  own coun try  by an oth er  route.

The Flight into Egypt
¹³ Af ter  they  were  gone,  an an gel  of  the  Lord ap peared  to Jo seph  in  a  dream, 
say ing, “ Get  up!  Take  the  child  and  his moth er,  fl ee  to  Egypt,  and  stay  there 
un til  I  tell  you.  For Her od  is  about  to  search  for  the  child  to  kill  him.” ¹⁴  So 
 he  got  up,  took  the  child  and  his moth er dur ing  the  night,  and es caped  to 
 Egypt. ¹⁵  He  stayed  there un til Her od’s  death,  so  that  what  was spo ken  by  the 
 Lord  through  the proph et  might  be ful fi lled:  Out  of  Egypt  I  called  my  Son.

The Massacre of the Innocents
¹⁶  Then Her od,  when  he re al ized  that  he  had  been out wit ted  by  the  wise  men, 
 fl ew  into  a  rage.  He  gave or ders  to mas sa cre  all  the  boys  in  and  around Beth-
le hem  who  were  two  years  old  and un der,  in keep ing  with  the  time  he  had 
 learned  from  the  wise  men. ¹⁷  Then  what  was spo ken  through Jer e mi ah  the 
proph et  was ful fi lled:

 ¹⁸ A voice was heard in Ramah,
  weeping, and great mourning,



1041

MATTHEW 4:6  Rachel weeping for her children;
  and she refused to be consoled,
  because they are no more.

The Return to Nazareth
¹⁹ Af ter Her od  died,  an an gel  of  the  Lord ap peared  in  a  dream  to Jo seph  in 
 Egypt, ²⁰ say ing, “ Get  up,  take  the  child  and  his moth er,  and  go  to  the  land 
 of Is ra el, be cause  those  who in tend ed  to  kill  the  child  are  dead.” ²¹  So  he 
 got  up,  took  the  child  and  his moth er,  and en tered  the  land  of Is ra el. ²²  But 
 when  he  heard  that Ar che la us  was rul ing  over Ju dea  in  place  of  his fa ther 
Her od,  he  was  afraid  to  go  there.  And be ing  warned  in  a  dream,  he with-
drew  to  the re gion  of Gal i lee. ²³  Then  he  went  and set tled  in  a  town  called 
Naz a reth  to ful fi ll  what  was spo ken  through  the proph ets,  that  he  would 
 be  called  a Naz a rene.

The Herald of the Messiah

3  In  those  days  John  the Bap tist  came, preach ing  in  the wil der ness  of Ju-
dea ²  and say ing, “Re pent, be cause  the king dom  of heav en  has  come 

 near! ” ³  For  he  is  the  one spo ken  of  through  the proph et Isa iah,  who  said:
  A voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness:
  Prepare the way for the Lord;
  make his paths straight!

⁴  Now  John  had  a camel-hair gar ment  with  a leath er  belt  around  his  waist, 
 and  his  food  was lo custs  and  wild hon ey. ⁵  Then peo ple  from Je ru sa lem,  all 
Ju dea,  and  all  the vi cin i ty  of  the Jor dan  were go ing  out  to  him, ⁶  and  they 
 were bap tized  by  him  in  the Jor dan Riv er, con fess ing  their  sins.

⁷  When  he  saw  many  of  the Phar i sees  and Sad du cees com ing  to  his bap-
tism,  he  said  to  them, “ Brood  of vi pers!  Who  warned  you  to  fl ee  from  the 
com ing  wrath? ⁸ There fore pro duce  fruit consistent  with re pen tance. ⁹  And 
 don’t pre sume  to  say  to your selves, ‘ We  have Abra ham  as  our fa ther.’  For  I 
 tell  you  that  God  is  able  to  raise  up chil dren  for Abra ham  from  these  stones. 
¹⁰  The  ax  is al ready  at  the  root  of  the  trees. There fore, ev ery  tree  that  doesn’t 
pro duce  good  fruit  will  be  cut  down  and  thrown  into  the  fi re.

¹¹ “ I bap tize  you  with wa ter  for re pen tance,  but  the  one  who  is com ing af ter 
 me  is  more pow er ful  than  I.  I  am  not wor thy  to re move  his san dals.  He him-
self  will bap tize  you  with  the  Holy Spir it  and  fi re. ¹²  His win now ing shov el  is 
 in  his  hand,  and  he  will  clear  his thresh ing  fl oor  and gath er  his  wheat  into 
 the  barn.  But  the  chaff   he  will  burn  with  fi re  that nev er  goes  out.”

The Baptism of Jesus
¹³  Then  Jesus  came  from Gal i lee  to  John  at  the Jor dan,  to  be bap tized  by  him. 
¹⁴  But  John  tried  to  stop  him, say ing, “ I  need  to  be bap tized  by  you,  and  yet 
 you  come  to  me? ”

¹⁵  Jesus an swered  him, “Al low  it  for  now, be cause  this  is  the  way  for  us  to 
ful fi ll  all righ teous ness.”  Then  John al lowed  him  to  be bap tized.

¹⁶  When  Jesus  was bap tized,  he  went  up im me di ate ly  from  the wa ter.  The 
heav ens sud den ly  opened  for  him,  and  he  saw  the Spir it  of  God de scend ing 
 like  a  dove  and com ing  down  on  him. ¹⁷  And  a  voice  from heav en  said, “ This 
 is  my be loved  Son,  with  whom  I  am well-pleased.”

The Temptation of Jesus

4  Then  Jesus  was  led  up  by  the Spir it  into  the wil der ness  to  be tempt ed  by 
 the dev il. ² Af ter  he  had fast ed for ty  days  and for ty  nights,  he  was hun-

gry. ³  Then  the tempt er ap proached  him  and  said, “ If  you  are  the  Son  of  God, 
 tell  these  stones  to be come  bread.”

⁴  He an swered, “ It  is writ ten:  Man  must  not  live  on  bread  alone  but  on 
ev ery  word  that  comes  from  the  mouth  of  God.”

⁵  Then  the dev il  took  him  to  the  holy  city,  had  him  stand  on  the pinnacle 
 of  the tem ple, ⁶  and  said  to  him, “ If  you  are  the  Son  of  God,  throw your self 
 down.  For  it  is writ ten:
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MATTHEW 4:7   He will give his angels orders concerning you,
  and they will support you with their hands
  so that you will not strike
  your foot against a stone.”

⁷  Jesus  told  him, “ It  is  also writ ten:  Do  not  test  the  Lord  your  God.”
⁸  Again,  the dev il  took  him  to  a  very  high moun tain  and  showed  him  all 

 the king doms  of  the  world  and  their splen dor. ⁹  And  he  said  to  him, “ I  will 
 give  you  all  these  things  if  you  will  fall  down  and wor ship  me.”

¹⁰  Then  Jesus  told  him, “ Go  away, Sa tan!  For  it  is writ ten: Wor ship  the  Lord 
 your  God,  and  serve  only  him.”

¹¹  Then  the dev il  left  him,  and an gels  came  and be gan  to  serve  him.

Ministry in Galilee
¹²  When  he  heard  that  John  had  been ar rest ed,  he with drew  into Gal i lee. 
¹³  He  left Naz a reth  and  went  to  live  in Ca per na um  by  the  sea,  in  the re gion 
 of Zeb u lun  and Naph ta li. ¹⁴  This  was  to ful fi ll  what  was spo ken  through  the 
proph et Isa iah:

 ¹⁵ Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
  along the road by the sea, beyond the Jordan,
  Galilee of the Gentiles.
 ¹⁶ The people who live in darkness
  have seen a great light,
  and for those living in the land of the shadow of death,
  a light has dawned.

¹⁷  From  then  on  Jesus be gan  to  preach, “Re pent, be cause  the king dom  of 
heav en  has  come  near.”

The First Disciples
¹⁸  As  he  was walk ing  along  the  Sea  of Gal i lee,  he  saw  two broth ers, Si mon 
( who  is  called Pe ter),  and  his broth er An drew.  They  were cast ing  a  net  into 
 the  sea  —   for  they  were fish er men. ¹⁹ “Fol low  me,”  he  told  them, “ and  I 
 will  make  you  fish  for peo ple.” ²⁰ Im me di ate ly  they  left  their  nets  and fol-
lowed  him.

²¹ Go ing  on  from  there,  he  saw  two oth er broth ers,  James  the  son  of Zeb-
e dee,  and  his broth er  John.  They  were  in  a  boat  with Zeb e dee  their fa ther, 
pre par ing  their  nets,  and  he  called  them. ²² Im me di ate ly  they  left  the  boat 
 and  their fa ther  and fol lowed  him.

Teaching, Preaching, and Healing
²³  Now  Jesus be gan  to  go  all  over Gal i lee, teach ing  in  their syn a gogues, 
preach ing  the  good  news  of  the king dom,  and heal ing ev ery dis ease  and 
sick ness  among  the peo ple. ²⁴  Then  the  news  about  him  spread through out 
Syr ia.  So  they  brought  to  him  all  those  who  were aff licted,  those suff  er ing 
 from var i ous dis eas es  and in tense  pains,  the demon-possessed,  the ep i-
lep tics,  and  the par a lyt ics.  And  he  healed  them. ²⁵  Large  crowds fol lowed 
 him  from Gal i lee,  the De cap o lis, Je ru sa lem, Ju dea,  and be yond  the Jor dan.

The Sermon on the Mount

5  When  he  saw  the  crowds,  he  went  up  on  the moun tain,  and af ter  he  sat 
 down,  his dis ci ples  came  to  him. ²  Then  he be gan  to  teach  them, say ing:

The Beatitudes
 ³ “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
  for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
 ⁴ Blessed are those who mourn,
  for they will be comforted.
 ⁵ Blessed are the humble,
  for they will inherit the earth.
 ⁶ Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
  for they will be fi lled.
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MATTHEW 5:32 ⁷ Blessed are the merciful,
  for they will be shown mercy.
 ⁸ Blessed are the pure in heart,
  for they will see God.
 ⁹ Blessed are the peacemakers,
  for they will be called sons of God.
 ¹⁰ Blessed are those who are persecuted because 

of righteousness,
  for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.

¹¹ “ You  are  blessed  when  they in sult  you  and per se cute  you  and false ly  say 
ev ery  kind  of  evil  against  you be cause  of  me. ¹²  Be  glad  and re joice, be cause 
 your re ward  is  great  in heav en.  For  that  is  how  they per se cut ed  the proph-
ets  who  were be fore  you.

Believers Are Salt and Light
¹³ “ You  are  the  salt  of  the  earth.  But  if  the  salt  should  lose  its  taste,  how  can 
 it  be  made  salty?  It’s  no lon ger  good  for any thing  but  to  be  thrown  out  and 
tram pled un der peo ple’s  feet.

¹⁴ “ You  are  the  light  of  the  world.  A  city sit u at ed  on  a  hill can not  be hid-
den. ¹⁵  No  one  lights  a  lamp  and  puts  it un der  a bas ket,  but rath er  on  a lamp-
stand,  and  it  gives  light  for  all  who  are  in  the  house. ¹⁶  In  the  same  way,  let 
 your  light  shine  be fore oth ers,  so  that  they  may  see  your  good  works  and 
 give glo ry  to  your Fa ther  in heav en.

Christ Fulfi lls the Law
¹⁷ “ Don’t  think  that  I  came  to abol ish  the  Law  or  the Proph ets.  I  did  not  come 
 to abol ish  but  to ful fi ll. ¹⁸  For tru ly  I  tell  you, un til heav en  and  earth  pass 
 away,  not  the small est let ter  or  one  stroke  of  a let ter  will  pass  away  from 
 the  law un til  all  things  are ac com plished. ¹⁹ There fore, who ev er  breaks  one 
 of  the  least  of  these com mands  and teach es oth ers  to  do  the  same  will  be 
 called  least  in  the king dom  of heav en.  But who ev er  does  and teach es  these 
com mands  will  be  called  great  in  the king dom  of heav en. ²⁰  For  I  tell  you, 
un less  your righ teous ness sur pass es  that  of  the  scribes  and Phar i sees,  you 
 will nev er  get  into  the king dom  of heav en.

Murder Begins in the Heart
²¹ “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said  to  our an ces tors,  Do  not mur der,  and who-
ev er mur ders  will  be sub ject  to judg ment. ²²  But  I  tell  you, ev ery one  who  is 
an gry  with  his broth er  or sis ter  will  be sub ject  to judg ment. Who ev er in sults 
 his broth er  or sis ter  will  be sub ject  to  the  court. Who ev er  says, ‘ You  fool! ’ 
 will  be sub ject  to hellfi re. ²³  So  if  you  are off  er ing  your  gift  on  the al tar,  and 
 there  you re mem ber  that  your broth er  or sis ter  has some thing  against  you, 
²⁴  leave  your  gift  there  in  front  of  the al tar.  First  go  and  be rec on ciled  with 
 your broth er  or sis ter,  and  then  come  and off  er  your  gift. ²⁵  Reach  a set tle-
ment quick ly  with  your ad ver sary  while  you’re  on  the  way  with  him  to  the 
 court,  or  your ad ver sary  will  hand  you  over  to  the  judge,  and  the  judge  to 
 the off  i cer,  and  you  will  be  thrown  into pris on. ²⁶ Tru ly  I  tell  you,  you  will 
nev er  get  out  of  there un til  you  have  paid  the  last pen ny.

Adultery Begins in the Heart
²⁷ “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  Do  not com mit adul tery. ²⁸  But  I  tell  you, 
ev ery one  who  looks  at  a wom an lust ful ly  has al ready com mit ted adul tery 
 with  her  in  his  heart. ²⁹  If  your  right  eye caus es  you  to  sin,  gouge  it  out  and 
 throw  it  away.  For  it  is bet ter  that  you  lose  one  of  the  parts  of  your  body  than 
 for  your  whole  body  to  be  thrown  into  hell. ³⁰  And  if  your  right  hand caus-
es  you  to  sin,  cut  it  off   and  throw  it  away.  For  it  is bet ter  that  you  lose  one  of 
 the  parts  of  your  body  than  for  your  whole  body  to  go  into  hell.

Divorce Practices Censured
³¹ “ It  was  also  said, Who ev er di vorc es  his  wife  must  give  her  a writ ten 
no tice  of di vorce. ³²  But  I  tell  you, ev ery one  who di vorc es  his  wife, ex cept 
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MATTHEW 5:33  in  a  case  of sex u al im mo ral i ty, caus es  her  to com mit adul tery.  And who ev-
er mar ries  a di vorced wom an com mits adul tery.

Tell the Truth
³³ “ Again,  you  have  heard  that  it  was  said  to  our an ces tors,   You  must  not 
 break  your  oath,  but  you  must  keep  your  oaths  to  the  Lord. ³⁴  But  I  tell 
 you,  don’t  take  an  oath  at  all: ei ther  by heav en, be cause  it  is  God’s  throne; 
³⁵  or  by  the  earth, be cause  it  is  his foot stool;  or  by Je ru sa lem, be cause  it  is 
 the  city  of  the  great  King. ³⁶  Do  not  swear  by  your  head, be cause  you can not 
 make  a sin gle  hair  white  or  black. ³⁷  But  let  your ‘ yes’  mean ‘ yes,’  and  your 
‘ no’  mean ‘ no.’ Any thing  more  than  this  is  from  the  evil  one.

Go the Second Mile
³⁸ “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  An  eye  for  an  eye  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth. 
³⁹  But  I  tell  you,  don’t re sist  an evil do er.  On  the con trary,  if any one  slaps  you 
 on  your  right  cheek,  turn  the oth er  to  him  also. ⁴⁰  As  for  the  one  who  wants 
 to  sue  you  and  take  away  your shirt,  let  him  have  your  coat  as  well. ⁴¹  And  if 
any one forc es  you  to  go  one  mile,  go  with  him  two. ⁴²  Give  to  the  one  who 
 asks  you,  and  don’t  turn  away  from  the  one  who  wants  to bor row  from  you.

Love Your Enemies
⁴³ “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  Love  your neigh bor  and  hate  your en-
e my. ⁴⁴  But  I  tell  you,  love  your en e mies  and  pray  for  those  who per se cute 
 you, ⁴⁵  so  that  you  may  be chil dren  of  your Fa ther  in heav en.  For  he caus-
es  his  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  the  good,  and  sends  rain  on  the righ teous 
 and  the un righ teous. ⁴⁶  For  if  you  love  those  who  love  you,  what re ward  will 
 you  have?  Don’t  even  the  tax col lec tors  do  the  same? ⁴⁷  And  if  you  greet  only 
 your broth ers  and sis ters,  what  are  you do ing  out  of  the or di nary?  Don’t 
 even  the Gen tiles  do  the  same? ⁴⁸  Be per fect, there fore,  as  your heav en ly 
Fa ther  is per fect.

How to Give

6 “ Be care ful  not  to prac tice  your righ teous ness  in  front  of oth ers  to  be 
 seen  by  them. Oth er wise,  you  have  no re ward  with  your Fa ther  in heav en. 

²  So when ev er  you  give  to  the  poor,  don’t  sound  a trum pet be fore  you,  as  the 
hyp o crites  do  in  the syn a gogues  and  on  the  streets,  to  be applauded  by peo-
ple. Tru ly  I  tell  you,  they  have  their re ward. ³  But  when  you  give  to  the  poor, 
 don’t  let  your  left  hand  know  what  your  right  hand  is do ing, ⁴  so  that  your 
giv ing  may  be  in se cret.  And  your Fa ther  who  sees  in se cret  will re ward  you.

How to Pray
⁵ “When ev er  you  pray,  you  must  not  be  like  the hyp o crites, be cause  they  love 
 to  pray stand ing  in  the syn a gogues  and  on  the  street cor ners  to  be  seen  by 
peo ple. Tru ly  I  tell  you,  they  have  their re ward. ⁶  But  when  you  pray,  go  into 
 your pri vate  room,  shut  your  door,  and  pray  to  your Fa ther  who  is  in se cret. 
 And  your Fa ther  who  sees  in se cret  will re ward  you. ⁷  When  you  pray,  don’t 
bab ble  like  the Gen tiles,  since  they imag ine they’ll  be  heard  for  their  many 
 words. ⁸  Don’t  be  like  them, be cause  your Fa ther  knows  the  things  you  need 
be fore  you  ask  him.

The Lord’s Prayer
⁹ “There fore,  you  should  pray  like  this:

  Our Father in heaven,
  your name be honored as holy.
 ¹⁰ Your kingdom come.
  Your will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven.
 ¹¹ Give us today our daily bread.
 ¹² And forgive us our debts,
  as we also have forgiven our debtors.
 ¹³ And do not bring us into temptation,
  but deliver us from the evil one.
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MATTHEW 7:12¹⁴ “ For  if  you for give oth ers  their off  enses,  your heav en ly Fa ther  will for-
give  you  as  well. ¹⁵  But  if  you  don’t for give oth ers,  your Fa ther  will  not for-
give  your off  enses.

How to Fast
¹⁶ “When ev er  you  fast,  don’t  be  gloomy  like  the hyp o crites.  For  they disfi g-
ure  their fac es  so  that  their fast ing  is ob vi ous  to peo ple. Tru ly  I  tell  you,  they 
 have  their re ward. ¹⁷  But  when  you  fast,  put  oil  on  your  head  and  wash  your 
 face, ¹⁸  so  that  your fast ing  isn’t ob vi ous  to oth ers  but  to  your Fa ther  who  is 
 in se cret.  And  your Fa ther  who  sees  in se cret  will re ward  you.

God and Possessions
¹⁹ “ Don’t  store  up  for your selves trea sures  on  earth,  where  moth  and  rust 
de stroy  and  where  thieves  break  in  and  steal. ²⁰  But  store  up  for your selves 
trea sures  in heav en,  where nei ther  moth  nor  rust de stroys,  and  where 
 thieves  don’t  break  in  and  steal. ²¹  For  where  your trea sure  is,  there  your 
 heart  will  be  also.

²² “ The  eye  is  the  lamp  of  the  body.  If  your  eye  is  healthy,  your  whole  body 
 will  be  full  of  light. ²³  But  if  your  eye  is  bad,  your  whole  body  will  be  full  of 
dark ness.  So  if  the  light with in  you  is dark ness,  how  deep  is  that dark ness!

²⁴ “ No  one  can  serve  two mas ters,  since ei ther  he  will  hate  one  and  love 
 the oth er,  or  he  will  be de vot ed  to  one  and de spise  the oth er.  You can not 
 serve  both  God  and mon ey.

The Cure for Anxiety
²⁵ “There fore  I  tell  you:  Don’t wor ry  about  your  life,  what  you  will  eat  or  what 
 you  will  drink;  or  about  your  body,  what  you  will  wear.  Isn’t  life  more  than 
 food  and  the  body  more  than cloth ing? ²⁶ Con sid er  the  birds  of  the  sky:  They 
 don’t  sow  or  reap  or gath er  into  barns,  yet  your heav en ly Fa ther  feeds  them. 
 Aren’t  you  worth  more  than  they? ²⁷  Can  any  of  you  add  one mo ment  to  his 
life span  by wor ry ing? ²⁸  And  why  do  you wor ry  about  clothes? Ob serve 
 how  the wildfl owers  of  the  fi eld  grow:  They  don’t la bor  or  spin  thread. ²⁹  Yet 
 I  tell  you  that  not  even Sol o mon  in  all  his splen dor  was  adorned  like  one  of 
 these. ³⁰  If  that’s  how  God  clothes  the  grass  of  the  fi eld,  which  is  here to day 
 and  thrown  into  the fur nace to mor row,  won’t  he  do  much  more  for  you  —  
 you  of lit tle  faith? ³¹  So  don’t wor ry, say ing, ‘ What  will  we  eat? ’  or ‘ What  will 
 we  drink? ’  or ‘ What  will  we  wear? ’ ³²  For  the Gen tiles ea ger ly  seek  all  these 
 things,  and  your heav en ly Fa ther  knows  that  you  need  them. ³³  But  seek  fi rst 
 the king dom  of  God  and  his righ teous ness,  and  all  these  things  will  be pro-
vid ed  for  you. ³⁴ There fore  don’t wor ry  about to mor row, be cause to mor row 
 will wor ry  about it self.  Each  day  has  enough trou ble  of  its  own.

Do Not Judge

7 “ Do  not  judge,  so  that  you  won’t  be  judged. ²  For  you  will  be  judged  by  the 
 same stan dard  with  which  you  judge oth ers,  and  you  will  be mea sured 

 by  the  same mea sure  you  use. ³  Why  do  you  look  at  the splinter  in  your broth-
er’s  eye  but  don’t no tice  the  beam  of  wood  in  your  own  eye? ⁴  Or  how  can 
 you  say  to  your broth er, ‘ Let  me  take  the splinter  out  of  your  eye,’  and  look, 
 there’s  a  beam  of  wood  in  your  own  eye? ⁵ Hyp o crite!  First  take  the  beam  of 
 wood  out  of  your  eye,  and  then  you  will  see clear ly  to  take  the splinter  out  of 
 your broth er’s  eye. ⁶  Don’t  give  what  is  holy  to  dogs  or  toss  your  pearls be fore 
 pigs,  or  they  will tram ple  them un der  their  feet,  turn,  and  tear  you  to  pieces.

Ask, Search, Knock
⁷ “ Ask,  and  it  will  be giv en  to  you.  Seek,  and  you  will  fi nd.  Knock,  and  the  door 
 will  be  opened  to  you. ⁸  For ev ery one  who  asks re ceives,  and  the  one  who 
 seeks  fi nds,  and  to  the  one  who  knocks,  the  door  will  be  opened. ⁹  Who  among 
 you,  if  his  son  asks  him  for  bread,  will  give  him  a  stone? ¹⁰  Or  if  he  asks  for 
 a  fi sh,  will  give  him  a  snake? ¹¹  If  you  then,  who  are  evil,  know  how  to  give 
 good  gifts  to  your chil dren,  how  much  more  will  your Fa ther  in heav en  give 
 good  things  to  those  who  ask  him. ¹² There fore, what ev er  you  want oth ers  to 
 do  for  you,  do  also  the  same  for  them,  for  this  is  the  Law  and  the Proph ets.
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¹³ “En ter  through  the nar row  gate.  For  the  gate  is  wide  and  the  road  broad 
 that  leads  to de struc tion,  and  there  are  many  who  go  through  it. ¹⁴  How 
nar row  is  the  gate  and diff  i cult  the  road  that  leads  to  life,  and  few  fi nd  it.

¹⁵ “ Be  on  your  guard  against  false proph ets  who  come  to  you  in  sheep’s 
cloth ing  but in ward ly  are rav ag ing  wolves. ¹⁶  You’ll rec og nize  them  by  their 
 fruit.  Are  grapes gath ered  from thorn bush es  or  fi gs  from this tles? ¹⁷  In  the 
 same  way, ev ery  good  tree pro duc es  good  fruit,  but  a  bad  tree pro duc es  bad 
 fruit. ¹⁸  A  good  tree  can’t pro duce  bad  fruit; nei ther  can  a  bad  tree pro duce 
 good  fruit. ¹⁹ Ev ery  tree  that  doesn’t pro duce  good  fruit  is  cut  down  and 
 thrown  into  the  fi re. ²⁰  So  you’ll rec og nize  them  by  their  fruit.

²¹ “ Not ev ery one  who  says  to  me, ‘ Lord,  Lord,’  will en ter  the king dom  of 
heav en,  but  only  the  one  who  does  the  will  of  my Fa ther  in heav en. ²²  On 
 that  day  many  will  say  to  me, ‘ Lord,  Lord,  didn’t  we proph e sy  in  your  name, 
 drive  out de mons  in  your  name,  and  do  many mir a cles  in  your  name? ’ 
²³  Then  I  will an nounce  to  them, ‘ I nev er  knew  you. De part  from  me,  you 
law break ers! ’

The Two Foundations
²⁴ “There fore, ev ery one  who  hears  these  words  of  mine  and  acts  on  them 
 will  be  like  a  wise  man  who  built  his  house  on  the  rock. ²⁵  The  rain  fell,  the 
riv ers  rose,  and  the  winds  blew  and pound ed  that  house.  Yet  it  didn’t col-
lapse, be cause  its foun da tion  was  on  the  rock. ²⁶  But ev ery one  who  hears 
 these  words  of  mine  and  doesn’t  act  on  them  will  be  like  a fool ish  man  who 
 built  his  house  on  the  sand. ²⁷  The  rain  fell,  the riv ers  rose,  the  winds  blew 
 and pound ed  that  house,  and  it col lapsed.  It col lapsed  with  a  great  crash.”

²⁸  When  Jesus  had fi n ished say ing  these  things,  the  crowds  were as ton-
ished  at  his teach ing, ²⁹ be cause  he  was teach ing  them  like  one  who  had au-
thor i ty,  and  not  like  their  scribes.

A Man Cleansed

8  When  he  came  down  from  the moun tain,  large  crowds fol lowed  him. 
²  Right  away  a  man  with lep ro sy  came  up  and  knelt be fore  him, say ing, 

“ Lord,  if  you  are will ing,  you  can  make  me  clean.”
³ Reach ing  out  his  hand,  Jesus  touched  him, say ing, “ I  am will ing;  be  made 

 clean.” Im me di ate ly  his lep ro sy  was  cleansed. ⁴  Then  Jesus  told  him, “ See  that 
 you  don’t  tell any one;  but  go,  show your self  to  the  priest,  and off  er  the  gift 
 that Mo ses com mand ed,  as  a tes ti mo ny  to  them.”

A Centurion’s Faith
⁵  When  he en tered Ca per na um,  a cen tu ri on  came  to  him, plead ing  with  him, 
⁶ “ Lord,  my ser vant  is ly ing  at  home par a lyzed,  in ter ri ble ag o ny.”

⁷  He  said  to  him, “ Am  I  to  come  and  heal  him? ”
⁸ “ Lord,”  the cen tu ri on re plied, “ I  am  not wor thy  to  have  you  come un der 

 my  roof.  But  just  say  the  word,  and  my ser vant  will  be  healed. ⁹  For  I  too  am 
 a  man un der au thor i ty, hav ing sol diers un der  my com mand.  I  say  to  this 
 one, ‘ Go,’  and  he  goes;  and  to an oth er, ‘ Come,’  and  he  comes;  and  to  my ser-
vant, ‘ Do  this! ’  and  he  does  it.”

¹⁰ Hear ing  this,  Jesus  was  amazed  and  said  to  those fol low ing  him, “Tru-
ly  I  tell  you,  I  have  not  found any one  in Is ra el  with  so  great  a  faith. ¹¹  I  tell 
 you  that  many  will  come  from  east  and  west  to  share  the ban quet  with 
Abra ham,  Isaac,  and Ja cob  in  the king dom  of heav en. ¹²  But  the  sons  of 
 the king dom  will  be  thrown  into  the out er dark ness  where  there  will  be 
weep ing  and gnash ing  of  teeth.” ¹³  Then  Jesus  told  the cen tu ri on, “ Go.  As 
 you  have be lieved,  let  it  be  done  for  you.”  And  his ser vant  was  healed  that 
 very mo ment.

Healings at Capernaum
¹⁴  Jesus  went  into Pe ter’s  house  and  saw  his mother-in-law ly ing  in  bed  with 
 a fe ver. ¹⁵  So  he  touched  her  hand,  and  the fe ver  left  her.  Then  she  got  up  and 
be gan  to  serve  him. ¹⁶  When eve ning  came,  they  brought  to  him  many  who 
 were demon-possessed.  He  drove  out  the spir its  with  a  word  and  healed 
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MATTHEW 9:13 all  who  were  sick, ¹⁷  so  that  what  was spo ken  through  the proph et Isa iah 
 might  be ful fi lled:

  He himself took our weaknesses
  and carried our diseases.

The Cost of Following Jesus
¹⁸  When  Jesus  saw  a  large  crowd  around  him,  he  gave  the or der  to  go  to  the 
oth er  side  of  the  sea. ¹⁹  A  scribe ap proached  him  and  said, “Teach er,  I  will 
fol low  you wher ev er  you  go.”

²⁰  Jesus  told  him, “Fox es  have  dens,  and  birds  of  the  sky  have  nests,  but 
 the  Son  of  Man  has  no  place  to  lay  his  head.”

²¹ “ Lord,” an oth er  of  his dis ci ples  said, “ fi rst  let  me  go  bury  my fa ther.”
²²  But  Jesus  told  him, “Fol low  me,  and  let  the  dead  bury  their  own  dead.”

Wind and Waves Obey Jesus
²³  As  he  got  into  the  boat,  his dis ci ples fol lowed  him. ²⁴ Sud den ly,  a vi o lent 
 storm  arose  on  the  sea,  so  that  the  boat  was be ing  swamped  by  the  waves  
—   but  Jesus  kept sleep ing. ²⁵  So  the dis ci ples  came  and  woke  him  up, say-
ing, “ Lord,  save  us!  We’re go ing  to  die! ”

²⁶  He  said  to  them, “ Why  are  you  afraid,  you  of lit tle  faith? ”  Then  he  got  up 
 and re buked  the  winds  and  the  sea,  and  there  was  a  great  calm.

²⁷  The  men  were  amazed  and  asked, “ What  kind  of  man  is  this?  Even  the 
 winds  and  the  sea  obey  him! ”

Demons Driven Out by Jesus
²⁸  When  he  had  come  to  the oth er  side,  to  the re gion  of  the Gad a renes,  two 
demon-possessed  men  met  him  as  they  came  out  of  the  tombs.  They  were 
 so vi o lent  that  no  one  could  pass  that  way. ²⁹ Sud den ly  they shout ed, “ What 
 do  you  have  to  do  with  us,  Son  of  God?  Have  you  come  here  to tor ment  us 
be fore  the  time? ”

³⁰  A  long  way  off   from  them,  a  large  herd  of  pigs  was feed ing. ³¹ “ If  you  drive 
 us  out,”  the de mons  begged  him, “ send  us  into  the  herd  of  pigs.”

³² “ Go! ”  he  told  them.  So  when  they  had  come  out,  they en tered  the  pigs, 
 and  the  whole  herd  rushed  down  the  steep  bank  into  the  sea  and per ished 
 in  the wa ter. ³³  Then  the  men  who tend ed  them  fl ed.  They  went  into  the  city 
 and re port ed ev ery thing, es pe cial ly  what  had hap pened  to  those  who  were 
demon-possessed. ³⁴  At  that,  the  whole  town  went  out  to  meet  Jesus.  When 
 they  saw  him,  they  begged  him  to  leave  their re gion.

The Son of Man Forgives and Heals

9  So  he  got  into  a  boat,  crossed  over,  and  came  to  his  own  town. ²  Just  then 
 some  men  brought  to  him  a par a lyt ic ly ing  on  a stretcher. See ing  their 

 faith,  Jesus  told  the par a lyt ic, “ Have cour age,  son,  your  sins  are for giv en.”
³  At  this,  some  of  the  scribes  said  to them selves, “ He’s blas phem ing! ”
⁴ Per ceiv ing  their  thoughts,  Jesus  said, “ Why  are  you think ing  evil  things 

 in  your  hearts? ⁵  For  which  is eas i er:  to  say, ‘ Your  sins  are for giv en,’  or  to 
 say, ‘ Get  up  and  walk’? ⁶  But  so  that  you  may  know  that  the  Son  of  Man  has 
au thor i ty  on  earth  to for give  sins”  —   then  he  told  the par a lyt ic, “ Get  up, 
 take  your stretcher,  and  go  home.” ⁷  So  he  got  up  and  went  home. ⁸  When 
 the  crowds  saw  this,  they  were awestruck  and  gave glo ry  to  God,  who  had 
giv en  such au thor i ty  to  men.

The Call of Matthew
⁹  As  Jesus  went  on  from  there,  he  saw  a  man  named Mat thew sit ting  at  the 
tax off ice,  and  he  said  to  him, “Fol low  me,”  and  he  got  up  and fol lowed  him.

¹⁰  While  he  was re clin ing  at  the ta ble  in  the  house,  many  tax col lec tors 
 and sin ners  came  to  eat  with  Jesus  and  his dis ci ples. ¹¹  When  the Phar i sees 
 saw  this,  they  asked  his dis ci ples, “ Why  does  your teach er  eat  with  tax col-
lec tors  and sin ners? ”

¹²  Now  when  he  heard  this,  he  said, “ It  is  not  those  who  are  well  who  need 
 a doc tor,  but  those  who  are  sick. ¹³  Go  and  learn  what  this  means:  I de sire 
mer cy  and  not sac ri fi ce.  For  I  didn’t  come  to  call  the righ teous,  but sin ners.”
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¹⁴  Then  John’s dis ci ples  came  to  him, say ing, “ Why  do  we  and  the Phar i sees 
 fast of ten,  but  your dis ci ples  do  not  fast? ”

¹⁵  Jesus  said  to  them, “ Can  the wed ding  guests  be  sad  while  the groom  is 
 with  them?  The  time  will  come  when  the groom  will  be tak en  away  from 
 them,  and  then  they  will  fast. ¹⁶  No  one patches  an  old gar ment  with un-
shrunk  cloth, be cause  the  patch  pulls  away  from  the gar ment  and  makes 
 the  tear  worse. ¹⁷  And  no  one  puts  new  wine  into  old wine skins. Oth er wise, 
 the  skins  burst,  the  wine  spills  out,  and  the  skins  are ru ined.  No,  they  put 
 new  wine  into  fresh wine skins,  and  both  are pre served.”

A Girl Restored and a Woman Healed
¹⁸  As  he  was tell ing  them  these  things, sud den ly  one  of  the lead ers  came 
 and  knelt  down be fore  him, say ing, “ My daugh ter  just  died,  but  come  and 
 lay  your  hand  on  her,  and  she  will  live.” ¹⁹  So  Jesus  and  his dis ci ples  got  up 
 and fol lowed  him.

²⁰  Just  then,  a wom an  who  had suff  ered  from bleed ing  for  twelve  years 
ap proached  from be hind  and  touched  the  end  of  his  robe, ²¹  for  she  said  to 
her self, “ If  I  can  just  touch  his  robe,  I’ll  be  made  well.”

²²  Jesus  turned  and  saw  her. “ Have cour age, daugh ter,”  he  said. “ Your  faith 
 has  saved  you.”  And  the wom an  was  made  well  from  that mo ment.

²³  When  Jesus  came  to  the lead er’s  house,  he  saw  the  fl ute play ers  and  a 
 crowd lamenting loud ly. ²⁴ “ Leave,”  he  said, “be cause  the  girl  is  not  dead  but 
 asleep.”  And  they  laughed  at  him. ²⁵ Af ter  the  crowd  had  been  put out side, 
 he  went  in  and  took  her  by  the  hand,  and  the  girl  got  up. ²⁶  Then  news  of  this 
 spread through out  that  whole  area.

Healing the Blind
²⁷  As  Jesus  went  on  from  there,  two  blind  men fol lowed  him, call ing  out, 
“ Have mer cy  on  us,  Son  of Da vid! ”

²⁸  When  he en tered  the  house,  the  blind  men ap proached  him,  and  Jesus 
 said  to  them, “ Do  you be lieve  that  I  can  do  this? ”

 They  said  to  him, “ Yes,  Lord.”
²⁹  Then  he  touched  their  eyes, say ing, “ Let  it  be  done  for  you ac cord ing  to 

 your  faith.” ³⁰  And  their  eyes  were  opened.  Then  Jesus  warned  them stern-
ly, “ Be  sure  that  no  one  fi nds  out.” ³¹  But  they  went  out  and  spread  the  news 
 about  him through out  that  whole  area.

Driving Out a Demon
³²  Just  as  they  were go ing  out,  a demon-possessed  man  who  was un able  to 
 speak  was  brought  to  him. ³³  When  the de mon  had  been driv en  out,  the  man 
 who  had  been  mute  spoke,  and  the  crowds  were  amazed, say ing, “Noth ing 
 like  this  has  ever  been  seen  in Is ra el! ”

³⁴  But  the Phar i sees  said, “ He  drives  out de mons  by  the rul er  of  the de mons.”

The Lord of the Harvest
³⁵  Jesus con tin ued go ing  around  to  all  the  towns  and vil lages, teach ing  in 
 their syn a gogues, preach ing  the  good  news  of  the king dom,  and heal ing 
ev ery dis ease  and ev ery sick ness. ³⁶  When  he  saw  the  crowds,  he  felt com-
pas sion  for  them, be cause  they  were dis tressed  and de ject ed,  like  sheep 
with out  a shep herd. ³⁷  Then  he  said  to  his dis ci ples, “ The har vest  is abun-
dant,  but  the work ers  are  few. ³⁸ There fore,  pray  to  the  Lord  of  the har vest 
 to  send  out work ers  into  his har vest.”

Commissioning the Twelve

10 Sum mon ing  his  twelve dis ci ples,  he  gave  them au thor i ty  over un-
clean spir its,  to  drive  them  out  and  to  heal ev ery dis ease  and sick ness. 

²  These  are  the  names  of  the  twelve apos tles:  First, Si mon,  who  is  called Pe-
ter,  and An drew  his broth er;  James  the  son  of Zeb e dee,  and  John  his broth-
er; ³ Phil ip  and Bar thol o mew; Thom as  and Mat thew  the  tax col lec tor;  James 
 the  son  of Al phae us,  and Thad dae us; ⁴ Si mon  the Zeal ot,  and Ju das Is car i ot, 
 who  also be trayed  him.
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MATTHEW 10:39⁵  Jesus  sent  out  these  twelve af ter giv ing  them in struc tions: “ Don’t  take 
 the  road  that  leads  to  the Gen tiles,  and  don’t en ter  any Sa mar i tan  town. ⁶ In-
stead,  go  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of Is ra el. ⁷  As  you  go, pro claim, ‘ The 
king dom  of heav en  has  come  near.’ ⁸  Heal  the  sick,  raise  the  dead,  cleanse 
 those  with lep ro sy,  drive  out de mons. Free ly  you re ceived, free ly  give. ⁹  Don’t 
ac quire  gold, sil ver,  or cop per  for  your money-belts. ¹⁰  Don’t  take  a trav el-
ing  bag  for  the  road,  or  an ex tra shirt, san dals,  or  a  staff ,  for  the work er  is 
wor thy  of  his  food. ¹¹  When  you en ter  any  town  or vil lage,  fi nd  out  who  is 
wor thy,  and  stay  there un til  you  leave. ¹²  Greet  a house hold  when  you en ter 
 it, ¹³  and  if  the house hold  is wor thy,  let  your  peace  be  on  it;  but  if  it  is un wor-
thy,  let  your  peace re turn  to  you. ¹⁴  If any one  does  not wel come  you  or lis ten 
 to  your  words,  shake  the  dust  off   your  feet  when  you  leave  that  house  or 
 town. ¹⁵ Tru ly  I  tell  you,  it  will  be  more tolerable  on  the  day  of judg ment  for 
 the  land  of Sod om  and Go mor rah  than  for  that  town.

Persecutions Predicted
¹⁶ “ Look,  I’m send ing  you  out  like  sheep  among  wolves. There fore  be  as 
 shrewd  as ser pents  and  as in no cent  as  doves. ¹⁷ Be ware  of  them, be cause 
 they  will  hand  you  over  to lo cal  courts  and  fl og  you  in  their syn a gogues. 
¹⁸  You  will  even  be  brought be fore gov er nors  and  kings be cause  of  me,  to 
 bear wit ness  to  them  and  to  the Gen tiles. ¹⁹  But  when  they  hand  you  over, 
 don’t wor ry  about  how  or  what  you  are  to  speak.  For  you  will  be giv en  what 
 to  say  at  that  hour, ²⁰ be cause  it  isn’t  you speak ing,  but  the Spir it  of  your Fa-
ther  is speak ing  through  you.

²¹ “Broth er  will be tray broth er  to  death,  and  a fa ther  his  child. Chil dren 
 will  rise  up  against par ents  and  have  them  put  to  death. ²²  You  will  be hat ed 
 by ev ery one be cause  of  my  name.  But  the  one  who en dures  to  the  end  will 
 be  saved. ²³  When  they per se cute  you  in  one  town,  fl ee  to an oth er.  For tru-
ly  I  tell  you,  you  will  not  have  gone  through  the  towns  of Is ra el be fore  the 
 Son  of  Man  comes. ²⁴  A dis ci ple  is  not  above  his teach er,  or  a  slave  above  his 
mas ter. ²⁵  It  is  enough  for  a dis ci ple  to be come  like  his teach er  and  a  slave 
 like  his mas ter.  If  they  called  the  head  of  the  house ‘Be el ze bul,’  how  much 
 more  the mem bers  of  his house hold!

Fear God
²⁶ “There fore,  don’t  be  afraid  of  them,  since  there  is noth ing cov ered  that 
 won’t  be un cov ered  and noth ing hid den  that  won’t  be  made  known. ²⁷  What 
 I  tell  you  in  the  dark,  speak  in  the  light.  What  you  hear  in  a whis per, pro-
claim  on  the housetops. ²⁸  Don’t  fear  those  who  kill  the  body  but  are  not 
 able  to  kill  the  soul; rath er,  fear  him  who  is  able  to de stroy  both  soul  and 
 body  in  hell. ²⁹  Aren’t  two spar rows  sold  for  a pen ny?  Yet  not  one  of  them 
 falls  to  the  ground with out  your Fa ther’s con sent. ³⁰  But  even  the  hairs  of 
 your  head  have  all  been count ed. ³¹  So  don’t  be  afraid;  you  are  worth  more 
 than  many spar rows.

Acknowledging Christ
³² “There fore, ev ery one  who  will ac knowl edge  me be fore oth ers,  I  will  also 
ac knowl edge  him be fore  my Fa ther  in heav en. ³³  But who ev er de nies  me be-
fore oth ers,  I  will  also  deny  him be fore  my Fa ther  in heav en. ³⁴  Don’t as sume 
 that  I  came  to  bring  peace  on  the  earth.  I  did  not  come  to  bring  peace,  but  a 
 sword. ³⁵  For  I  came  to  turn

  a man against his father,
  a daughter against her mother,
  a daughter-in-law against 

her mother-in-law;
 ³⁶ and a man’s enemies will be
  the members of his household.

³⁷  The  one  who  loves  a fa ther  or moth er  more  than  me  is  not wor thy  of  me; 
 the  one  who  loves  a  son  or daugh ter  more  than  me  is  not wor thy  of  me. 
³⁸  And who ev er  doesn’t  take  up  his  cross  and fol low  me  is  not wor thy  of 
 me. ³⁹ Any one  who  fi nds  his  life  will  lose  it,  and any one  who  loses  his  life 
be cause  of  me  will  fi nd  it.
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MATTHEW 10:40 A Cup of Cold Water
⁴⁰ “ The  one  who wel comes  you wel comes  me,  and  the  one  who wel comes  me 
wel comes  him  who  sent  me. ⁴¹ Any one  who wel comes  a proph et be cause  he 
 is  a proph et  will re ceive  a proph et’s re ward.  And any one  who wel comes  a 
righ teous per son be cause  he’s righ teous  will re ceive  a righ teous per son’s 
re ward. ⁴²  And who ev er  gives  even  a  cup  of  cold wa ter  to  one  of  these lit tle 
 ones be cause  he  is  a dis ci ple, tru ly  I  tell  you,  he  will nev er  lose  his re ward.”

John the Baptist Doubts

11  When  Jesus  had fi n ished giv ing in struc tions  to  his  twelve dis ci ples, 
 he  moved  on  from  there  to  teach  and  preach  in  their  towns. ²  Now 

 when  John  heard  in pris on  what  the  Christ  was do ing,  he  sent  a mes sage 
 through  his dis ci ples ³  and  asked  him, “ Are  you  the  one  who  is  to  come,  or 
 should  we ex pect some one  else? ”

⁴  Jesus re plied  to  them, “ Go  and re port  to  John  what  you  hear  and  see: ⁵  The 
 blind re ceive  their  sight,  the  lame  walk,  those  with lep ro sy  are  cleansed,  the 
 deaf  hear,  the  dead  are  raised,  and  the  poor  are  told  the  good  news, ⁶  and 
 blessed  is  the  one  who  isn’t off  end ed  by  me.”

⁷  As  these  men  were leav ing,  Jesus be gan  to  speak  to  the  crowds  about 
 John: “ What  did  you  go  out  into  the wil der ness  to  see?  A  reed sway ing  in 
 the  wind? ⁸  What  then  did  you  go  out  to  see?  A  man  dressed  in  soft  clothes? 
 See,  those  who  wear  soft  clothes  are  in roy al pal aces. ⁹  What  then  did  you 
 go  out  to  see?  A proph et?  Yes,  I  tell  you,  and  more  than  a proph et. ¹⁰  This  is 
 the  one  about  whom  it  is writ ten:

  See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you;
  he will prepare your way before you.

¹¹ “Tru ly  I  tell  you,  among  those  born  of wom en  no  one great er  than  John  the 
Bap tist  has ap peared,  but  the  least  in  the king dom  of heav en  is great er  than 
 he. ¹²  From  the  days  of  John  the Bap tist un til  now,  the king dom  of heav en  has 
 been suff  er ing vi o lence,  and  the vi o lent  have  been seiz ing  it  by  force. ¹³  For 
 all  the proph ets  and  the  law proph e sied un til  John. ¹⁴  And  if  you’re will ing 
 to ac cept  it,  he  is  the Eli jah  who  is  to  come. ¹⁵  Let any one  who  has  ears lis ten.

An Unresponsive Generation
¹⁶ “ To  what  should  I com pare  this gen er a tion?  It’s  like chil dren sit ting  in  the 
mar ket places  who  call  out  to oth er chil dren:

 ¹⁷ We played the fl ute for you,
  but you didn’t dance;
  we sang a lament,
  but you didn’t mourn!

¹⁸  For  John  came nei ther eat ing  nor drink ing,  and  they  say, ‘ He  has  a de mon! ’ 
¹⁹  The  Son  of  Man  came eat ing  and drink ing,  and  they  say, ‘ Look,  a glut ton 
 and  a drunk ard,  a  friend  of  tax col lec tors  and sin ners! ’  Yet wis dom  is vin-
di cat ed  by  her  deeds.”

²⁰  Then  he pro ceed ed  to de nounce  the  towns  where  most  of  his mir a-
cles  were  done, be cause  they  did  not re pent: ²¹ “ Woe  to  you, Cho ra zin!  Woe 
 to  you, Beth sa i da!  For  if  the mir a cles  that  were  done  in  you  had  been  done 
 in  Tyre  and Si don,  they  would  have re pent ed  in sack cloth  and ash es  long 
 ago. ²²  But  I  tell  you,  it  will  be  more tolerable  for  Tyre  and Si don  on  the  day 
 of judg ment  than  for  you. ²³  And  you, Ca per na um,  will  you  be ex alt ed  to 
heav en?  No,  you  will  go  down  to Ha des.  For  if  the mir a cles  that  were  done 
 in  you  had  been  done  in Sod om,  it  would  have re mained un til to day. ²⁴  But  I 
 tell  you,  it  will  be  more tolerable  for  the  land  of Sod om  on  the  day  of judg-
ment  than  for  you.”

The Son Gives Knowledge and Rest
²⁵  At  that  time  Jesus  said, “ I  praise  you, Fa ther,  Lord  of heav en  and  earth, be-
cause  you  have hid den  these  things  from  the  wise  and in tel li gent  and re-
vealed  them  to in fants. ²⁶  Yes, Fa ther, be cause  this  was  your  good plea sure. 
²⁷  All  things  have  been en trust ed  to  me  by  my Fa ther.  No  one  knows  the  Son 
ex cept  the Fa ther,  and  no  one  knows  the Fa ther ex cept  the  Son  and any one 
 to  whom  the  Son de sires  to re veal  him.
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MATTHEW 12:30²⁸ “ Come  to  me,  all  of  you  who  are wea ry  and bur dened,  and  I  will  give 
 you  rest. ²⁹  Take  my  yoke upon you  and  learn  from  me, be cause  I  am low ly 
 and hum ble  in  heart,  and  you  will  fi nd  rest  for  your  souls. ³⁰  For  my  yoke  is 
 easy  and  my bur den  is  light.”

Lord of the Sabbath

12  At  that  time  Jesus  passed  through  the grain fi elds  on  the Sab bath.  His 
dis ci ples  were hun gry  and be gan  to  pick  and  eat  some  heads  of  grain. 

²  When  the Phar i sees  saw  this,  they  said  to  him, “ See,  your dis ci ples  are do-
ing  what  is  not law ful  to  do  on  the Sab bath.”

³  He  said  to  them, “ Haven’t  you  read  what Da vid  did  when  he  and  those 
 who  were  with  him  were hun gry: ⁴  how  he en tered  the  house  of  God,  and 
 they  ate  the  bread  of  the Pres ence  —   which  is  not law ful  for  him  or  for 
 those  with  him  to  eat,  but  only  for  the  priests? ⁵  Or  haven’t  you  read  in 
 the  law  that  on Sab bath  days  the  priests  in  the tem ple vi o late  the Sab bath 
 and  are in no cent? ⁶  I  tell  you  that some thing great er  than  the tem ple  is 
 here. ⁷  If  you  had  known  what  this  means,  I de sire mer cy  and  not sac ri-
fice,  you  would  not  have con demned  the in no cent. ⁸  For  the  Son  of  Man 
 is  Lord  of  the Sab bath.”

The Man with the Shriveled Hand
⁹ Mov ing  on  from  there,  he en tered  their syn a gogue. ¹⁰  There  he  saw  a  man 
 who  had  a shriv eled  hand,  and  in or der  to ac cuse  him  they  asked  him, “ Is  it 
law ful  to  heal  on  the Sab bath? ”

¹¹  He re plied  to  them, “ Who  among  you,  if  he  had  a  sheep  that  fell  into 
 a  pit  on  the Sab bath,  wouldn’t  take  hold  of  it  and  lift  it  out? ¹²  A per son 
 is  worth  far  more  than  a  sheep;  so  it  is law ful  to  do  what  is  good  on  the 
Sab bath.”

¹³  Then  he  told  the  man, “ Stretch  out  your  hand.”  So  he  stretched  it  out, 
 and  it  was re stored,  as  good  as  the oth er. ¹⁴  But  the Phar i sees  went  out  and 
plot ted  against  him,  how  they  might  kill  him.

The Servant of the Lord
¹⁵  Jesus  was  aware  of  this  and with drew.  Large  crowds fol lowed  him,  and  he 
 healed  them  all. ¹⁶  He  warned  them  not  to  make  him  known, ¹⁷  so  that  what 
 was spo ken  through  the proph et Isa iah  might  be ful fi lled:

 ¹⁸ Here is my servant whom I have chosen,
  my beloved in whom I delight;
  I will put my Spirit on him,
  and he will proclaim justice to the nations.
 ¹⁹ He will not argue or shout,
  and no one will hear his voice in the streets.
 ²⁰ He will not break a bruised reed,
  and he will not put out a smoldering wick,
  until he has led justice to victory.
 ²¹ The nations will put their hope in his name.

A House Divided
²²  Then  a demon-possessed  man  who  was  blind  and un able  to  speak  was 
 brought  to  him.  He  healed  him,  so  that  the  man  could  both  speak  and  see. 
²³  All  the  crowds  were as tound ed  and  said, “ Could  this  be  the  Son  of Da vid? ”

²⁴  When  the Phar i sees  heard  this,  they  said, “ This  man  drives  out de mons 
 only  by Be el ze bul,  the rul er  of  the de mons.”

²⁵ Know ing  their  thoughts,  he  told  them, “Ev ery king dom di vid ed 
 against it self  is head ed  for de struc tion,  and  no  city  or  house di vid ed 
 against it self  will  stand. ²⁶  If Sa tan  drives  out Sa tan,  he  is di vid ed  against 
him self.  How  then  will  his king dom  stand? ²⁷  And  if  I  drive  out de mons 
 by Be el ze bul,  by  whom  do  your  sons  drive  them  out?  For  this rea son  they 
 will  be  your judg es. ²⁸  If  I  drive  out de mons  by  the Spir it  of  God,  then  the 
king dom  of  God  has  come  upon  you. ²⁹  How  can some one en ter  a  strong 
 man’s  house  and  steal  his pos ses sions un less  he  first  ties  up  the  strong 
 man?  Then  he  can plun der  his  house. ³⁰ Any one  who  is  not  with  me  is 
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MATTHEW 12:31  against  me,  and any one  who  does  not gath er  with  me scat ters. ³¹ There-
fore,  I  tell  you, peo ple  will  be for giv en ev ery  sin  and blas phe my,  but  the 
blas phe my  against  the Spir it  will  not  be for giv en. ³² Who ev er  speaks  a 
 word  against  the  Son  of  Man,  it  will  be for giv en  him;  but who ev er  speaks 
 against  the  Holy Spir it,  it  will  not  be for giv en  him, ei ther  in  this  age  or 
 in  the  one  to  come.

A Tree and Its Fruit
³³ “Ei ther  make  the  tree  good  and  its  fruit  will  be  good,  or  make  the  tree  bad 
 and  its  fruit  will  be  bad;  for  a  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit. ³⁴  Brood  of vi pers!  How 
 can  you  speak  good  things  when  you  are  evil?  For  the  mouth  speaks  from 
 the over fl ow  of  the  heart. ³⁵  A  good per son pro duc es  good  things  from  his 
store room  of  good,  and  an  evil per son pro duc es  evil  things  from  his store-
room  of  evil. ³⁶  I  tell  you  that  on  the  day  of judg ment peo ple  will  have  to ac-
count  for ev ery care less  word  they  speak. ³⁷  For  by  your  words  you  will  be 
ac quit ted,  and  by  your  words  you  will  be con demned.”

The Sign of Jonah
³⁸  Then  some  of  the  scribes  and Phar i sees  said  to  him, “Teach er,  we  want  to 
 see  a  sign  from  you.”

³⁹  He an swered  them, “ An  evil  and adul ter ous gen er a tion de mands  a  sign, 
 but  no  sign  will  be giv en  to  it ex cept  the  sign  of  the proph et Jo nah. ⁴⁰  For  as 
Jo nah  was  in  the bel ly  of  the  huge  fi sh  three  days  and  three  nights,  so  the 
 Son  of  Man  will  be  in  the  heart  of  the  earth  three  days  and  three  nights. 
⁴¹  The  men  of Nin e veh  will  stand  up  at  the judg ment  with  this gen er a tion  and 
con demn  it, be cause  they re pent ed  at Jo nah’s preach ing;  and  look  —  some-
thing great er  than Jo nah  is  here. ⁴²  The  queen  of  the  south  will  rise  up  at  the 
judg ment  with  this gen er a tion  and con demn  it, be cause  she  came  from  the 
 ends  of  the  earth  to  hear  the wis dom  of Sol o mon;  and  look  —  some thing 
great er  than Sol o mon  is  here.

An Unclean Spirit’s Return
⁴³ “ When  an un clean spir it  comes  out  of  a per son,  it roams  through wa ter-
less plac es look ing  for  rest  but  doesn’t  fi nd  any. ⁴⁴  Then  it  says, ‘ I’ll  go  back 
 to  my  house  that  I  came  from.’ Re turn ing,  it  fi nds  the  house vacant,  swept, 
 and  put  in or der. ⁴⁵  Then  it  goes  and  brings  with  it sev en oth er spir its  more 
 evil  than it self,  and  they en ter  and set tle  down  there.  As  a re sult,  that per-
son’s  last con di tion  is  worse  than  the  fi rst.  That’s  how  it  will  also  be  with 
 this  evil gen er a tion.”

True Relationships
⁴⁶  While  he  was  still speak ing  with  the  crowds,  his moth er  and broth ers  were 
stand ing out side want ing  to  speak  to  him. ⁴⁷ Some one  told  him, “ Look,  your 
moth er  and  your broth ers  are stand ing out side, want ing  to  speak  to  you.”

⁴⁸  He re plied  to  the  one  who  was speak ing  to  him, “ Who  is  my moth er  and 
 who  are  my broth ers? ” ⁴⁹ Stretch ing  out  his  hand to ward  his dis ci ples,  he 
 said, “ Here  are  my moth er  and  my broth ers! ⁵⁰  For who ev er  does  the  will  of 
 my Fa ther  in heav en  is  my broth er  and sis ter  and moth er.”

The Parable of the Sower

13  On  that  day  Jesus  went  out  of  the  house  and  was sit ting  by  the  sea. 
²  Such  large  crowds gath ered  around  him  that  he  got  into  a  boat  and 

 sat  down,  while  the  whole  crowd  stood  on  the  shore.
³  Then  he  told  them  many  things  in par a bles, say ing, “Con sid er  the sow-

er  who  went  out  to  sow. ⁴  As  he  sowed,  some  seed  fell  along  the  path,  and 
 the  birds  came  and de voured  them. ⁵ Oth er  seed  fell  on  rocky  ground  where 
 it  didn’t  have  much  soil,  and  it  grew  up quick ly  since  the  soil  wasn’t  deep. 
⁶  But  when  the  sun  came  up,  it  was  scorched,  and  since  it  had  no  root,  it 
with ered  away. ⁷ Oth er  seed  fell  among  thorns,  and  the  thorns  came  up  and 
 choked  it. ⁸  Still oth er  seed  fell  on  good  ground  and pro duced  fruit:  some 
 a hun dred,  some six ty,  and  some thir ty  times  what  was  sown. ⁹  Let any one 
 who  has  ears lis ten.”
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MATTHEW 13:33Why Jesus Used Parables
¹⁰  Then  the dis ci ples  came  up  and  asked  him, “ Why  are  you speak ing  to  them 
 in par a bles? ”

¹¹  He an swered, “Be cause  the se crets  of  the king dom  of heav en  have  been 
giv en  for  you  to  know,  but  it  has  not  been giv en  to  them. ¹²  For who ev er  has, 
 more  will  be giv en  to  him,  and  he  will  have  more  than  enough;  but who-
ev er  does  not  have,  even  what  he  has  will  be tak en  away  from  him. ¹³  That 
 is  why  I  speak  to  them  in par a bles, be cause look ing  they  do  not  see,  and 
hear ing  they  do  not lis ten  or un der stand. ¹⁴ Isa iah’s proph e cy  is ful fi lled  in 
 them,  which  says:

  You will listen and listen,
  but never understand;
  you will look and look,
  but never perceive.
 ¹⁵ For this people’s heart has grown callous;
  their ears are hard of hearing,
  and they have shut their eyes;
  otherwise they might see with their eyes,
  and hear with their ears, and
  understand with their hearts,
  and turn back —
  and I would heal them.

¹⁶ “ Blessed  are  your  eyes be cause  they  do  see,  and  your  ears be cause  they 
 do  hear. ¹⁷  For tru ly  I  tell  you,  many proph ets  and righ teous peo ple  longed 
 to  see  the  things  you  see  but  didn’t  see  them,  to  hear  the  things  you  hear 
 but  didn’t  hear  them.

The Parable of the Sower Explained
¹⁸ “ So lis ten  to  the par a ble  of  the sow er: ¹⁹  When any one  hears  the  word 
 about  the king dom  and  doesn’t un der stand  it,  the  evil  one  comes  and 
snatch es  away  what  was  sown  in  his  heart.  This  is  the  one  sown  along 
 the  path. ²⁰  And  the  one  sown  on  rocky  ground  —   this  is  one  who  hears 
 the  word  and im me di ate ly re ceives  it  with  joy. ²¹  But  he  has  no  root  and 
 is short-lived.  When dis tress  or per se cu tion  comes be cause  of  the  word, 
im me di ate ly  he  falls  away. ²²  Now  the  one  sown  among  the  thorns  —   this 
 is  one  who  hears  the  word,  but  the wor ries  of  this  age  and  the de ceit ful-
ness  of  wealth  choke  the  word,  and  it be comes un fruit ful. ²³  But  the  one 
 sown  on  the  good  ground  —   this  is  one  who  hears  and un der stands  the 
 word,  who  does pro duce  fruit  and  yields:  some  a hun dred,  some six ty, 
 some thir ty  times  what  was  sown.”

The Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds
²⁴  He pre sent ed an oth er par a ble  to  them: “ The king dom  of heav en  may  be 
com pared  to  a  man  who  sowed  good  seed  in  his  fi eld. ²⁵  But  while peo ple 
 were sleep ing,  his en e my  came,  sowed  weeds  among  the  wheat,  and  left. 
²⁶  When  the  plants sprout ed  and pro duced  grain,  then  the  weeds  also ap-
peared. ²⁷  The land own er’s ser vants  came  to  him  and  said, ‘Mas ter,  didn’t 
 you  sow  good  seed  in  your  fi eld?  Then  where  did  the  weeds  come  from? ’

²⁸ “ ‘ An en e my  did  this,’  he  told  them.
“ ‘ So,  do  you  want  us  to  go  and  pull  them  up? ’  the ser vants  asked  him.
²⁹ “ ‘ No,’  he  said. ‘ When  you  pull  up  the  weeds,  you  might  also up root  the 

 wheat  with  them. ³⁰  Let  both  grow to geth er un til  the har vest.  At har vest  time 
 I’ll  tell  the reap ers: Gath er  the  weeds  fi rst  and  tie  them  in bun dles  to  burn 
 them,  but col lect  the  wheat  in  my  barn.’ ”

The Parables of the Mustard Seed and of the Leaven
³¹  He pre sent ed an oth er par a ble  to  them: “ The king dom  of heav en  is  like  a 
mus tard  seed  that  a  man  took  and  sowed  in  his  fi eld. ³²  It’s  the small est  of  all 
 the  seeds,  but  when  grown,  it’s tall er  than  the gar den  plants  and be comes  a 
 tree,  so  that  the  birds  of  the  sky  come  and  nest  in  its branch es.”

³³  He  told  them an oth er par a ble: “ The king dom  of heav en  is  like leaven  that 
 a wom an  took  and  mixed  into fi f ty  pounds  of  fl our un til  all  of  it  was leav ened.”
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MATTHEW 13:34 Using Parables Fulfi lls Prophecy
³⁴  Jesus  told  the  crowds  all  these  things  in par a bles,  and  he  did  not  tell  them 
any thing with out  a par a ble, ³⁵  so  that  what  was spo ken  through  the proph-
et  might  be ful fi lled:

  I will open my mouth in parables;
  I will declare things kept secret
  from the foundation of the world.

Jesus Interprets the Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds
³⁶  Then  he  left  the  crowds  and  went  into  the  house.  His dis ci ples ap proached 
 him  and  said, “Ex plain  to  us  the par a ble  of  the  weeds  in  the  fi eld.”

³⁷  He re plied, “ The  one  who  sows  the  good  seed  is  the  Son  of  Man; ³⁸  the 
 field  is  the  world;  and  the  good  seed  —   these  are  the chil dren  of  the king-
dom.  The  weeds  are  the chil dren  of  the  evil  one, ³⁹  and  the en e my  who 
 sowed  them  is  the dev il.  The har vest  is  the  end  of  the  age,  and  the har vest-
ers  are an gels. ⁴⁰ There fore,  just  as  the  weeds  are gath ered  and  burned  in 
 the  fire,  so  it  will  be  at  the  end  of  the  age. ⁴¹  The  Son  of  Man  will  send  out 
 his an gels,  and  they  will gath er  from  his king dom  all  who  cause  sin  and 
 those  guilty  of law less ness. ⁴²  They  will  throw  them  into  the blaz ing fur-
nace  where  there  will  be weep ing  and gnash ing  of  teeth. ⁴³  Then  the righ-
teous  will  shine  like  the  sun  in  their Fa ther’s king dom.  Let any one  who 
 has  ears lis ten.

The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and of the Priceless Pearl
⁴⁴ “ The king dom  of heav en  is  like trea sure, bur ied  in  a  fi eld,  that  a  man  found 
 and reburied.  Then  in  his  joy  he  goes  and  sells ev ery thing  he  has  and  buys 
 that  fi eld.

⁴⁵ “ Again,  the king dom  of heav en  is  like  a mer chant  in  search  of  fi ne  pearls. 
⁴⁶  When  he  found  one price less  pearl,  he  went  and  sold ev ery thing  he  had 
 and  bought  it.

The Parable of the Net
⁴⁷ “ Again,  the king dom  of heav en  is  like  a  large  net  thrown  into  the  sea.  It col-
lect ed ev ery  kind  of  fi sh, ⁴⁸  and  when  it  was  full,  they  dragged  it  ashore,  sat 
 down,  and gath ered  the  good  fi sh  into con tain ers,  but  threw  out  the worth-
less  ones. ⁴⁹  So  it  will  be  at  the  end  of  the  age.  The an gels  will  go  out, sep a-
rate  the  evil peo ple  from  the righ teous, ⁵⁰  and  throw  them  into  the blaz ing 
fur nace,  where  there  will  be weep ing  and gnash ing  of  teeth.

The Storehouse of Truth
⁵¹ “ Have  you un der stood  all  these  things? ”

 They an swered  him, “ Yes.”
⁵² “There fore,”  he  said  to  them, “ev ery teach er  of  the  law  who  has be come 

 a dis ci ple  in  the king dom  of heav en  is  like  the own er  of  a  house  who  brings 
 out  of  his store room trea sures  new  and  old.”

Rejection at Nazareth
⁵³  When  Jesus  had fi n ished  these par a bles,  he  left  there. ⁵⁴  He  went  to  his 
home town  and be gan  to  teach  them  in  their syn a gogue,  so  that  they  were 
as ton ished  and  said, “ Where  did  this  man  get  this wis dom  and  these mi-
rac u lous pow ers? ⁵⁵  Isn’t  this  the car pen ter’s  son?  Isn’t  his moth er  called 
 Mary,  and  his broth ers  James, Jo seph, Si mon,  and Ju das? ⁵⁶  And  his sis ters, 
 aren’t  they  all  with  us?  So  where  does  he  get  all  these  things? ” ⁵⁷  And  they 
 were off  end ed  by  him.

 Jesus  said  to  them, “ A proph et  is  not with out hon or ex cept  in  his home-
town  and  in  his house hold.” ⁵⁸  And  he  did  not  do  many mir a cles  there be-
cause  of  their un be lief.

John the Baptist Beheaded

14  At  that  time Her od  the te trarch  heard  the re port  about  Jesus. ² “ This 
 is  John  the Bap tist,”  he  told  his ser vants. “ He  has  been  raised  from  the 

 dead,  and  that’s  why mi rac u lous pow ers  are  at  work  in  him.”




