SINCE

1978

THE GREATEST
STORY EVER!

PIONEER
TO THE

= ACTION

LORD!
SAVE Mg/

O PETER,
WHY DID YOU
DOUBT?




PIONEER
TO THE

£ACTION

BIBLE

THE GREATEST
STORY EVER!

THE PICTURE

B\SE

Script by Iva Hoth

llustrations by Andre Le Blanc

YEARS STRONG
DAVID@COOK

© 2025 David C Cook. Published by David C Cook. All rights reserved.



THE PICTURE BIBLE NEW TESTAMENT
Published by David C Cook
4050 Lee Vance Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80918 U.S.A.

Integrity Music Limited, a Division of David C Cook
Brighton, East Sussex BN1 2RE, England

DAVID C COOK?, the graphic circle C logo and related marks
are registered trademarks of David C Cook.

All rights reserved. Except for brief excerpts for review purposes,
no part of this book may be reproduced or used in any form
without written permission from the publisher.

All Scripture quotations are taken from Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.
Copyright © 1973, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights
reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com. The “NIV” and “New International Version” are
trademarks registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™

ISBN 978-0-8307-9019-7
© 2025 David C Cook

First edition published by David C Cook in 1990 © David C Cook,
ISBN 978-0-7814-3056-9, adapted from The Picture Bible,
© copyright 1978, 1998, 2004 David C Cook, ISBN 978-0-7814-3057-9.

The maps on pages 8 and 128 were developed for Bible-in-Life
Sunday school curriculum, © David C Cook.

First Edition Team: C. Elvan Olmstead, PhD, and Jim Townsend, PhD (Bible editors),
Jeannie Harmon and Cheryl Ogletree (revision editors), Andrea Boven (art director),
Paz Design Group

Second Edition Team: Brock Eastman, Stephanie Bennett, Judy Gillispie, Karen Sherry
Cover Design: Brian Mellema

Printed in China
Second Edition 2025

12345678910

031125



Table of Contents

NEW TESTAMENT STORIES

JEsus’ BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD
The Lifeof Jesus............ 9

A Secretfrom God . ........ 13
A Father’s Prophecy . ... .... 16
The Night the Angels Sang .. 19
AKinglIsBorn ............ 22
Flight in the Night......... 25
Boy in the Temple ......... 28

JEsus’ MINISTRY
Tempted! ................ 31

Victory in the Wilderness ... 34
Six Jars of Water........... 37
The Judge's Problem. . . ... .. 40

AND SO | Am GIVING
A NEW COMMANDMENT

TO YOU NOW--LOVE EACH
OTHER JUST AS MUCH
A3 | LOVE YOU.

John 13 (page 101)

2000B.Cc. 1500B.C. 1000B.C. ~ 500 B.C.

‘ BEFORE
RECORDED TIME

B I B L E

HI1I GHILIGHTS I N

In Enemy Territory. . . ..
Through the Roof. . . . ..
One Man’s Answer. . ...
Sermon on the Mount. .

Mad Man by the Sea
The Mocking Crowd

No Earthly Throne. . . ..
Miracleon the Sea . . . ..

A Boy—and His Father’s

Faith
Seventy Times Seven
A Beggar Meets Jesus

Four Travelers to Jericho . ...
The Lord’s Prayer . . . ...
The Prodigal’s Return. . .
Called from the Tomb . .

Man in the Tree

Jesus’ FINAL DAYs

Triumphal Entry.......

The Great

Commandment. . ....

Secretly—in an Upper

The Sealed Tomb

The Lord IsRisen . . . . ..
Behind Locked Doors. . .
The Last Command . . ..

0 S500A.D.  1000A.D. 1500 A.D.

TI M

A King Is Crucified. . . ..

2000 A.D.

THE
FUTURE >



THE CHURCH Is BORN

Waiting for a Promise 138
Like Tongues of Fire! ... ... 141
Three Thousand in a Day. .. 144

Miracle at the Gate. .. ... .. 147
The Pretenders........... 151
Missing Prisoners......... 155
Martyr for Christ . ........ 159
Simon, the Magician . . .. .. 162
On the GazaRoad ........ 165
Mission to Joppa . ........ 169
God, a Roman, and a Jew. .. 172
Angel—Open Gate........ 175
Fallofa Tyrant........... 178
PauL

The Storyof Paul .. ....... 181
A Light and a Voice . ...... 185
Man with a Mission. ... ... 188
Foreign Assignment....... 191
The Enemy Strikes . ....... 195
Miracle in Lystra ......... 201
Storm Warning. . ......... 204
Council in Jerusalem . . .. .. 208
Second Journey .......... 210
Call from across the Sea. ... 213

A

ts 9 (page 185)

Earthquake.............. 216
Out of Trouble ... into

Trouble ............... 219
Paul Explains the

“Unknown God”........ 221
Talk of the Town ......... 225
The AngryMob .......... 227
Riot in Ephesus .......... 231
Bound Hand and Foot. . . .. 233
ABoyandaSecret........ 237
Paul Pleads His Case. . .. ... 239
Apostle on the March ... .. 243
The Burning of Rome. . . ... 245
Soldier Victorious. ........ 248
The End of an Fra. ... ..... 250
LIFE IN BIBLE TIMES
At Home in Palestine. ... .. 254
Family Fashions in the

First Century........... 255
The City of Gates......... 256
Occupations in

Bible Times ............ 258

SCRIPTURE INDEX... . 260

I AM JESUS OF NAZARETH,
WHOM YOU ARE
PERSECUTING .

“ WHAT DO \/oux\.
WANT ME TO DO? /

“—

i "GO INTO THE CITY,"
A s JESUS ANSWERS, "AND
YOU WILL BE TOLD
WHAT TO DO."



New Testament Palestine (MAP) .................... 8

Jesus, a Miracle Worker . ............ ... ... ... .... 63
The Great Storyteller ......................... ... 64
ArrestingaKing.......... ... ... .. L. 127
Jerusalem in the First Century A.D. (MAP) .......... 128
Paul, a Champion Who Switches Sides! ............ 199

Spreading the Good News . ... ................... 200



STORIES FROM THE

New
Testament




AN

- Caesarea Phlllppl
GA U LA NI T I\
i

.“,1-} Canae . - g
%’azaretlﬂﬂad{ CaLeE
%c‘* Nam AP O*Wﬁadara

Caesare & .- :
ea ? Q}ECAPQ}LIS
¥ S AM)’A}'R i : Bé"a \iil : Y
' A\ *ﬁ
4&;,_

PER ]j,
Hew e Phﬂgdelphla

Q..Jl,:.}’_".‘;l !
r"‘-ir \\ :l-

YR A
New Testament

Palestine

L

- s;n;ﬁ:

‘ ‘? SYR'IA!

'l‘i

4

T



The Life of Jesus
From Matthew, Mark, Luke and John

V] WHE FIRST FOUR BOOKS OF THE NEW
TESTAMENT ARE CALLED THE GOSPELS,
WHICH MEANS "GOOD NEWS'--ABOUT JESUS:
HIS LIFE, TEACHINGS, DEATH, AND
RESURRECTION. BECAUSE THE BOOKS ARE ALIKE
IN MANY WAYS, THE FACTS HAVE BEEN COMBINED
HERE TO TELL ONE STORY.

e ? A

4g \/ TOEVERYONE,

o JESUS sAYS--

Ay 1AM THE WAY...
i NO ONE CAN

N" |\ COME TO cOD BUT




‘Jﬁl& WORLD INTO WHICH JESUS CAME

HERE oLp f

NI
N7
7 i

- 4 i ME .
b ‘-—F, 7 £ " =

ER ALMOST SIXTY
YEARS PALESTINE, THE
HOME OF THE JEWS,
HINS BEEN RULED BY

| THE MIGHTY ROMAN
EMPIRE. TO MAINTAIN
THEIR CONTROL, THE
ROMANS APPOINTED HEROD
! A CLEVER BUT CRUEL

MAN, TO RULE THE LAND,

THE JEWS HATE HIM --
AND THE ROMAN OFFICIALS

\ WHO COME TO HIS

COURT. THE TIME IS
| NOW e B.C...

S
—

-
THAT CHEST 1S HOURS LATER THE OLD = ~ @ == °
TOO HEAVY FOR |/ MAN REACHES HOME... e —
SUCH AN OLD_/ e AROMAN
/ SOLDIER MADE
GRANDFATHER ! [ HIM CARRY A
WHAT'S THE \_ HEAVY CHEST
2 \ ey
PSS . TO HEROD'S

) 'XPPTLACE/
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T'S THE LAW. A ROMAN ﬁ::n:\-‘ ‘“\ﬁ;“@v\“\ =N

SOLDIER CAN MAKE A JEW
CARRY HIS LUGGAGE FOR
A MILE. IT ISN'T RIGHT,

BUT THE ROMANS -- . i [

[ THE ROMANS' SHH.’ ¥ o 600, YOu WE PROPHET MALACH!
THEY TAX US FOR [l SOMEONE PROMISED TO / SAID GOD WOULD FIRST
EVERYTHING -- BUT 43 MIGHT

SEND A SEND SOMEONE IO
| WE HAVE NO VOICE HEAR YOU. DELIVERER.
IN OUR GOVERNMENT. ey WHEN WILL

BACK IN THE DAYS
OF THE GREAT KING
DAVID WE WERE

THE RULERS/

HELPER HAS NOT

PREPARE US FOR TH
DELIVERER--AND T"‘AT
HE COME ?

YET CON\:‘/\ r‘;

1 )

t"

1l



THAT AFTERNOON--AS THE JEWS IN
JERUSALEM GATHER IN THE TEMPLE
FOR PRAYER -- AN OLD PRIEST,

ZACHARIAS, ENTERS THE HOLY PLACE
TO PRAY AND OFFER INCENSE.

HE STAYS SO LONG IN THE SECRET RCOM
THAT THE PEOPLE BEGIN TO Wi WONDER

IACHARIAS' PRAYER 15
(ONGER THAN THAT OF
MOST PR(EsTS

THIS IS THE GREATEST ¥

DAY IN MY LIFE. AFTER N
ALL THESE YEARS IT IS
L FINALLY MY TURN TO l

HE 1S A GOOD\'

MAN. iT's TOO

BAD HE HAS NO
SOk O TAKE

¥y OFFER INCENSE ON u’T’q'p, Py

X, cODS HOLY ALTAR. N

'Y )

AT LAST ZACHARIAS COMES OUT
AND FACES THE PEOPLE --BUT
HE CANNOT sPEAK!

WHAT HAPPENED
IN THE HOLY PLACE




A se‘re' from GOd ZACHARIAS, THE AGED PRIEST, HAS NOT

, SPOKEN A WORD SINCE HE ENTERED TH
From Luke 1:23-55 HOLY PLACE OF THE TEMPLE TO OFFER
(NCENSE, MOST OF THE PEOPLE IN JERUSALEM
BELIEVE HE SAW A VISION, BUT ZACHARIAS
MAKES NO EXPLANATION . HE COMPLETES
HIS TIME OF SERVICE IN THE TEMPLE,
AND RETURNS TO HIS HOME IN THE HILLS
OF JUDAH. HIS WIFE, ELISABETH, MEETS
HIM AT THE DOOR...

ZACHARIAS!

WHAT IS WRONG?

WHY DON'T YOU =
SPEAK TO MEZ

AND HANDS IT TO ELISABETH TO READ. THE HOLY PLACE, AN ANGEL
SPOKE TO ME. HE TOLD
ME THAT WE WOULD HAVE

. A SON. HIS NAME WiLL BE
JOHN, AND HE WiLL
PREPARE OUR PEOPLE
FOR THE DELIVERER . -
FROM GOD. /

d/-\-

QUICKLY ZACHARIAS WRITES HIS ANSWER L \ /WH,LE I WAS PRAYING IN

13



ZACHARIAS WRITES A SECOND
MESSAGE AND GIVES IT TO HIS
WIFE.

GOD FORGIVE ME. L
DOUBTED THE ANGEL'S
MESSAGE, AND HE TOLD
ME I WOULD NOT BE
ABLE TO SPEAK UNTIL
THE MESSAGF CAME

“~
A SON! AND H BUT, ZACHARIAS,
WILL PREPARE WHY DO YOU WRITE
THE WAY FOR GOD’'s | THIS INSTEAD OF
CHOSEN ONE/ TELLING ME?

OVERJOYED—-AND AWED BY THE GREAT TRUST 6OD HAS PLACED IN THEM --

ZACHARIAS AND ELISABETH PREPARE FOR THE BIRTH OF THEIR SON. IN THE
MONTHS THAT PASS THEY OFTEN READ TOGETHER THE PARTS OF SCRIPTURE

THAT TELL ABOUT GOD'S PROMISES TO HIS PEOPLE.

DO NOT BE AFRAID, MARY, 1 AM THE
GOD HAS CHOSEN YOU TO LORD'S
BE THE MOTHER OF HIS SERVANT
SON. HIS NAME WILL BE AND I WILL
"JESUS. " HE wilL BE A DO WHATEVER
KING WHOSE REIGN

; HE SAYS.
WILL NEVER END./
\‘\ P e
!/r

!' As THE AGED
PRIEST AND HIS
WIFE WAIT FOR
THE COMING OF

| THEIR SON, THE

| ANGEL GABRIEL
APPEARS TO
ELISABETH'S
COUSIN MARY,

! WHO IS ENGAGED
TO JOSEPH, A
CARPENTER, IN
NAZARETH .

)
7

":_

N :{c-." |

= T
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ARY TELLS NO ONE
OF THE ANGEL'S
MESSAGE, BUT IN A
FEW DAYS SHE GOES
TO THE CARPENTER
SHOP TO SEE JOSEPH.

I HAVE DECIDED TO
GO AND VISIT MY
COUSIN, ELISABETH.

IN JUDAH? I HATE TO HAVE
YOU GO ALONE, MARY. IF
ONLY THE PERIOD OF OUR
ENGAGEMENT WERE OVER
AND WE WERE MARRIED,
THEN I COULD TAKE
i YOU THERE.

: s ol
BUT, MARY LEAVES NAZARETH AND WHEN SHE
ALONE. —— REACHES HER

THE ANGEL SAID ot el
THAT ELISABETH IS GONG
7O HAVE A SON, TOO. IT
WILL BE GOOD TO TALK

WITHHER.

MARY, HOW WONDERFULLY-\
GOD HAS BLESSED you!

BUT, TELL ME, WHY HAS
THE MOTHER OF MY LORD
COME. TO VISIT ME?

ROM THIS GREETING .
FM oM HRIEREETING MY SOUL MAGNIFIES THE LORD ...FOR

GOD WHO IS MIGHTY HAS DONE GREAT
=0 O THINGS FOR ME; AND HOLY

SECRET. JOYFULLY 3

SHE SINGS ALOUD
HER PRAISE TO GOD.

15



I
HE DAYS PASS SWIFTLY IN
A Father's Prophe‘y [ THE HOME OF THE OLD PRIEST,
E7_QM ZACHARIAS. HIS WIFE, ELISABETH

From Luke 1:37-80; 2:1-5 AND HER YOUNG COUSIN, MARY, -

SPEND MANY HOURS TALKING
ABOUT THE SONS GOD HAS PROMISED
THEM. WHEN ELISABETH AND ZACHARIAS'
CHILD 15 BORN, NEIGHBORS AND |
RELATIVES COME TO SEE HIM.

HOW PROUD
ZACHARIAS MUST
BE TO HAVE A SON
TO BEAR HIS NAME.

L]

HE 1S PROUD
TO HAVE A
SON, BUT,
THE CHILD'S
NAME 1S
JOHN.

i

ZACHARIAS -- WHO HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO SPEAK A
WORD SINCE HE DOUBTED THE ANGEL'S MESSAGE
ABOUT THE BIRTH OF HIS SON--MOTIONS FOR A
TABLET. QUICKLY HE WRITES HIS ANSWER, AND HANDS
1T TO THE WOMAN TO READ.

/,,/ @NTME
4 15 JOHN.

JOHN? THEN YOU
AREN'T NAMING HIM
FOR ANYONE IN
YOUR FAMILY 2

16



SO THE BABY 15 NAMED ACCORDING TO
THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE ANGEL -~ AND
AT THAT MOMENT ZACHARIAS IS ABLE

TO SPEAK.

ON THEIR WAY HOME THE
PEOPLE TALK ABOUT THE
STRANGE EVENTS CONNECTED
WITH THE BIRTH OF
ZACHARIAS' SON.

/(THE R =-<
NAME JOHN "

f

IT MEANS, N
OD HAS BEEN
--WHAT DOES |GRACIOUS" GOD
T MEANZ /MUST HAVE A
st SPECIAL PURPOSE
FOR THAT CHILD.

BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD OF
ISRAEL; FOR HE HAS VISITED AND
REDEEMED HIS PEOPLE ... AND YOU,
CHILD, SHALL BE CALLED THE
PROPHET OF THE HIGHEST:
FOR YOU WILL GO BEFORE THE
FACE OF THE LORD TO
- PREPARE HIS WAYS.
L\ FRE 5 WAYS.

N

I HOME AGAIN IN NAZARETH, MARY THINKS ABOUT
PURPOSE GOD HAS FOR HER CHILD. BUT JOSEPH

THE

, THE

CARPENTER TO WHOM SHE 1S ENGAGED, DOES NOT
UNDERSTAND WHAT THE ANGEL HAS TOLD MARY

ABOUT THE SON THAT IS TO BE BORN. ONE NIGHT AN
ANGEL COMES TO HIM.

GOD HAS CHOSEN MARY
TO BE THE MOTHER OF

HIS SON. YOU MUST CALL
THE CHILD TESUS, FOR
HE WiLlL SAYE HIS |
PEOPLE FROM

THEIR SINS.

17



EarLy THE

NEXT MORNING,
JOSEPH |
HURRIES TO
SEE MARY.

O MARY, IN A DREAM LAST
NIGHT AN ANGEL TOLD ME THAT |
YOU ARE TO BE THE MOTHER /8
OF THE LORD. L SEE NOW -

THAT GOD HAS CHOSEN ME
TO TAKE CARE OF YOU AND ,-'I

So MARY AND JOSEPH
ARE MARRIED, AND
MOVE INTO JOSEPH'S
HOUSE BESIDE. THE
CARPENTER SHOP, IN
THE EVENINGS WHEN
THE DAY'S WORK IS
DONE, THEY REST ON
THE ROOF TOP--WATCH-
ING THE STARS AND
TALKING ABOUT GOD'S
PROMISE TO MARY.

BUT ONE DAY JOSEPH /@ BUT I CAN'T Y YOU MUST GO, JOSEPH, AND_"l

COMES HOME FROM THE
MARKET PLACE WITH
BAD NEWS:

CAESAR AUGUSTUS
HAS ORDERED EVERY-
ONE TO REGISTER
HIS NAME AND
PROPERTY. SINCE
JOSEPH AND MARY
ARE DESCENDANTS
OF KING DAVID,
JOSEPH g
MUST GO TO
BETHLEHEM,
THE CITY

OF DAVID, L
[

1 EAGER TO HAVE THE REGISTRATION OVER .
THEY SET OUT. SOON CTHERS JOIN
THEM ON THE WAY. BUT o o E
THE JOURNEY TAKES L WE HAVE
)

O NOW--AND | T'LL GO WITH YOU. DON'T |
LEAVE YOU.. WORRY --GOD WiLL BE ./
: WITH US. et

I S

" I'M SORRY, BUT
&/ BETHLEHEM iS5
CROWDED THESE
DAYS. THERE'S

NO ROOM _

\\ HERE .

SEVERAL DAYS, AND AFTER TRAVELED A Loue )
A WHILE JOSEPH AND WAY AND MY 5
MARY FALL BEHIND--
UNTIL THEY ARE AMONG | gt
THE LAST TO REACH

BETHLEHEM. o

WIFE IS VERY TIRED.
I NEED A ROOM.

18



