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I spent decades teaching people to fear God and follow 
Him. Rarely did I speak about enjoying Him.

I believed (and still do) that many Christians have lost their fear of God.  
They gravitate toward “feel good” messages, not realizing that the fear  

of God is a treasure. I tried to bring balance by emphasizing God’s holiness  
and our need to obey. While I don’t regret the things I’ve said, I do regret  
de-emphasizing His love for us.

There’s a level of freedom and joy that is only found when we possess both  
a deep fear of God and an unshakable assurance of His love. This took me far 
too long to discover. For years, I battled insecurity and doubt, and I fear my 
teaching may have led some of you into this same struggle.

But by His grace, God brought me from a place of simply knowing about 
His love to truly experiencing it, and He continues to draw me deeper and 
deeper. In short, He rescued me and He wants to do the same for you. I pray 
God uses this book to draw you to Himself and into a life marked by  
“joy inexpressible.”

Francis Chan has served as a pastor for over thirty years 
and is a New York Times-bestselling author of several books, 
including Crazy Love, Letters to the Church, and Until Unity. 
He and his wife, Lisa, have been married for three decades 
and coauthored You and Me Forever. Currently, Francis is 
based in Northern California, where he focuses on teaching 
and discipling the next generation of pastors and leaders. 

Mercy Gordon is the third of Francis’ seven children. 
She and her husband, Peter, are raising their two young 
daughters in the Bay Area where they serve alongside 
Francis and Lisa in We Are Church.

US $19.99

RELIGION
Christian Living
General

Printed in the United States

160227

ISBN 978-0-8307-8905-4

ALSO AVAILABLE AS AN AUDIOBOOK AND EBOOK

www.dav idccook .o rg

Beloved-Full-CVR-sm.indd   1Beloved-Full-CVR-sm.indd   1 7/2/25   10:02 AM7/2/25   10:02 AM

© 

Cop
yri

gh
ted

 M
ate

ria
l

© 2025 Crazy Love Ministries. Published by David C Cook. All rights reserved.



B E L O V E D

FRANCIS CHAN
WITH MERCY GORDON

© 

Cop
yri

gh
ted

 M
ate

ria
l

© 2025 Crazy Love Ministries. Published by David C Cook. All rights reserved.



BELOVED
Published by David C Cook

4050 Lee Vance Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80918 U.S.A.

Integrity Music Limited, a Division of David C Cook
Brighton, East Sussex BN1 2RE, England

DAVID C COOK®, the graphic circle C logo and related marks 
are registered trademarks of David C Cook.

All rights reserved. Except for brief excerpts for review purposes,
no part of this book may be reproduced or used in any form 

without written permission from the publisher.

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from The 
Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved; NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New International 

Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission 
of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com. 

The “NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered 
in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™ 

The author has added italics and bold to Scripture quotations for emphasis.

Library of Congress Control Number 2025938238
ISBN 978-0-8307-8905-4

eISBN 978-0-8307-8096-1

© 2025 Crazy Love Ministries

The Team: Michael Covington, Stephanie Bennett, Gina 
Pottenger, Dana Carrington, Susan Murdock

 Cover Design: Will Cotterall
Photography: James Wong
Illustrations: Eliana Chan

Cover Image: “Christ and St. John,” by Ary Scheffer (1795-1858)

Printed in the United States of America
First Edition 2025

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

060525

At David C Cook, we equip the local church around the corner and around 
the globe to make disciples. Come see how we are working together. 

Discover more. Be the difference.

Visit DavidCCook.org/Donate

© 

Cop
yri

gh
ted

 M
ate

ria
l

© 2025 Crazy Love Ministries. Published by David C Cook. All rights reserved.



To everyone who has prayed for me to experience 
breakthrough in receiving God’s love, thank 

you. I really believe God heard and answered, 
and this book is a testament to that.
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- 7 -

I n heaven, God sits on a throne, beaming with glory 

far beyond anything you’ve ever seen. The thunder-

ous sound of millions of angels worshipping Him is like 

nothing you’ve ever heard. If I could approach our holy 

God right now and ask Him how He feels about you, what 

do you think He would say?

Actually answer that. 

Your answer reveals a lot about what you believe about 

God and yourself. 

It affects everything that matters.

“Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved…” 

(John 21:20).

Five times in his gospel, John refers to himself as “the dis-

ciple whom Jesus loved.” Throughout history, John has 

been remembered as the beloved disciple.

If this was your last day on earth, how would you be 

remembered? 
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- 8 -

How would you like to be remembered? 

Again, how you answer those questions will tell you a 

lot about yourself, so actually answer them. For most of 

my life, I wanted to be known for my integrity, sacrificial 

love, or powerful teaching. I admired the stories of Elijah 

calling down fire, Peter walking on water, and Paul suf-

fering greatly to spread the gospel. 

I could not relate in the same way with John. The idea of 

simply being identified as God’s beloved never crossed my 

mind. I considered it my purpose in life to be useful, not 

to be loved. But over time, I’ve learned that you can live 

a seemingly useful life that is void of the very thing you 

were created for: the enjoyment of God. You serve Him 

but don’t enjoy Him. What’s worse is that you’re not sure 

if He enjoys you.

Only recently did I realize the word “beloved” is two 

words combined: be loved. It hit me because it conveys 

the idea that being someone’s beloved is completely 

passive. I’m not good at passive. Many of us are terrible 

at receiving, but that needs to change. We are God’s 

beloved children, and He wants us to be able to simply 

be loved. Not striving, just believing and enjoying and 

resting in His perfect love. Like John resting his head on 

Jesus’ chest (John 13:23–25). 
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- 9 -

The Problem We Face

When’s the last time you sat in silence, doing absolutely 

nothing productive, and just enjoyed God’s presence? 

When’s the last time you truly believed, deep in your 

bones, that God was smiling at you—not because you did 

something impressive, but simply because you’re His?

My friend was with his wife in the Amazon, staring at an 

untouched area of the rainforest. It was wild, lush, and 

overflowing with beauty: orchids, bananas, cacao. As 

they looked at the cacao tree, he commented, “Imagine 

the amount of cocoa beans that tree has produced over 

decades, only for them to fall to the ground.” His wife had 

a different reaction that had nothing to do with production 

and harvesting: “I think God must just enjoy the beauty of 

His creation; to see the flowers flourish and fade, to see the 

fruits ripen and then fall. He made it, and it’s enough that 

He takes pleasure in it.”

For many of us, our minds are obsessed with production. 

It carries over into our relationship with God. We try to 

accomplish as much as possible in order to please Him. 

What began as a joy starts to feel like a burden or obliga-

tion. We serve until we’re exhausted, hoping God notices 

our efforts. We battle doubts about our salvation and con-

stantly wonder if we’re doing enough. It’s hard to imagine 
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- 10 -

a God who enjoys watching us, like a parent who sneaks 

into his toddler’s room just to watch her sleep. 

I know because I’ve been there. 

On my fiftieth birthday, I gathered my family and friends 

to pray for me. I had recently read 1 John 4:18b, “Whoever 

fears has not been perfected in love.” I knew it described 

me, but I didn’t want to believe it. It felt shameful to admit 

that I was only ninety percent sure of my salvation. 

Is it okay for a pastor to tell his church that he still fears 

God’s rejection? 

Wouldn’t that have a detrimental effect on their faith? 

I started a church and saw it grow to thousands of people. 

I wrote books that were read by millions of people. I 

founded a Bible college, planted churches, preached to 

masses but still battled insecurity. Insecurity probably 

motivated most of my actions. Maybe it stemmed from 

never being loved by my dad, or maybe it’s from my Bible 

college days when I was taught to constantly evaluate 

myself and others. Whatever the origin, it needed to stop. 

I didn’t want to live another day without the perfect love 

that casts out all fear.
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- 11 -

By the grace of God, He brought me to the point where 

I wanted freedom more than a reputation. I wanted to 

be perfected in love more than I wanted to be admired. I 

chose to be honest with myself and those I loved.

The good news is that God heard my prayers and those of 

my friends. He opened my eyes to lies that I had believed 

and continues to teach me how to enjoy Him daily. In 

short, He rescued me and wants to do the same for you. I 

think that’s why you’re holding this book.

I have a conviction and a belief that God gave me for this 

book that is simple but life-changing: abiding in the love 

of God frees us from all insecurity and leads us into a life-

time of joyful, worshipful obedience.

Read that again.

I used to think that God created me to impact the world. 

I now think God created me to have another person to 

lavish His grace upon. He didn’t create Adam and Eve 

because He needed gardeners. He abounds in love, so He 

created beings to receive it.

This isn’t about trying harder. It’s about believing deeper. 

It’s not about doing more for God; it’s about receiving 

© 

Cop
yri

gh
ted

 M
ate

ria
l

© 2025 Crazy Love Ministries. Published by David C Cook. All rights reserved.



- 12 -

more from God. It’s about moving from performance-

based religion to love-based relationship.

When you read the passage below, I hope you can see 

the heart of a loving Father. 

So we have come to know and to 

believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and whoever abides in love 

abides in God, and God abides in him. 

By this is love perfected with us, so that 

we may have confidence for the day of 

judgment, because as he is so also are 

we in this world. There is no fear in 

love, but perfect love casts out fear. For 

fear has to do with punishment, and 

whoever fears has not been perfected 

in love. We love because he first loved 

us. (1 John 4:16–19)

Did you catch that? “We love because he first loved us.” 

Not “we love in order to earn His love” or “we love hop-

ing one day He’ll love us back.” His love comes first. It’s 

the foundation, not the reward.
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- 13 -

The Invitation

This book is for those whose Christian experience feels 

contractual rather than romantic. For those who deep 

down believe that God is disappointed in them. For those 

who serve out of obligation rather than overflow. 

It’s for those who have a hard time believing that a holy 

God pines for them. It is far easier for you to declare your 

love for Jesus than to boast in His love for you. You fight 

against sin and serve sacrificially, but it’s driven by inse-

curity instead of the overflow of love.

My prayer is that God’s love is not wasted on us. That He 

doesn’t stand with open arms as we serve frantically in 

disbelief. May we break the enemy’s lies and just receive. 

Just be loved.

In the coming chapters, I want to walk alongside you as 

we rediscover what it means to be loved by God—not as a 

theological concept, but as a daily reality that transforms 

everything about how we live. I want to help you see that 

God’s greatest desire isn’t your service or sacrifice—it’s 

your heart. He wants you to know, beyond any shadow of 

doubt, that you are deeply, completely, eternally loved.
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- 14 -

And from that place of security—of being loved—will 

flow the kind of obedience that doesn’t exhaust you but 

exhilarates you. The kind of service that doesn’t drain you 

but delights you. The kind of sacrifice that feels less like 

duty and more like privilege.

That’s the Christianity we were meant to live. That’s the 

freedom Christ died to give us.

Be loved, beloved.
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