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The first five books of the Bible

are called “the books of Moses,

Moses may have written Genesis

while the people of Israel
wandered in the wilderness,

You'll meet some of the Bible's
most famous charaders in Genesis:
Adam and Eve, Hoah, Abraham and
Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, Jawdb,
Joseph, and more. They may seem
like heroes, but they started out as
ordinary people. They weren't abways
brave. They had doubts and fears,
just like everyone. Sometimes they
messed up. Genesks is proof that
God can do amazing things through
ordinary people.
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In the beginning, there was nothing ... except God.

That's where the dory begins. The firs book of the Bible ks how God
made the workd—and how we made a mess of it

God made a garden paradise for the first people, Adam and Eve. But the
dexril disguised himself as a alking snake and tricked Adam and Ere into
breaking God's one mle. That's when the story fook a very dark tum. Bl
invaded the world. Adam and Ere had o leave the garden.

God didn't tum His back on creation, though. He promised He would
defeat the devil with a crushing blow {Genesis 3:15; see Romans 16:20).
But things woukd get worse before they got beter. Soon, the workd was
50 exil that God covered everything with a flood. He starked over with
one man, Hoah, and his family. Many years kater, God chose another
person, Abwaham, and promised to make him info a great nation. God
said He would use that nation 1o bless all the other peoples of the earth
(Genesis 12:3).

o s there for Abraham’s family every slep of the way. He gave

Abraham a son, Isnac. He wakched over his grandson Jawb. He made E
st Abraham’s great-grandson Joseph was in the right ploce at the right
time to save the rest of the family from starvation_

By the end of Genesis, Abraham s family was the size of a small nation.

God hod kept His promise. But the growing family wasn't living in the lond | il

that God had promised them, the kand whese they could fully be God's
infended light %o the world. That's where the next book, Exodus, picks up.

TRUST

henesis covers a longer period of history than the
other 65 books of the Bible combined!




GENESIS 1

The Creation of the World

‘I In the beginning, God created the heavens and

the earth. ‘The earth was without form and
vold, and darkness was over the face of the deep.
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face
of the waters.

sAnd God sald, “Let there be light,” and there
was light *And God saw that the light was good.
And God separated the light from the darkness.
*God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night And there was evening and there
was morning, the first day

iAnd God said, “Let there be an expanse! in
the midst of the waters, and let it separate the
waters from the waters,” 1And God made? the
expanse and separated the waters that were un-
der the expanse from the waters that were above
the expanse. And it was so. And God called the
expanse Heaven.® And there was evening and
there was morning, the second day.

tAnd God said, “Let the waters under the
heavens be gathered together into one place, and
let the dry land appear™ And it was so. " God
called the dry land Earth* and the waters that
were gathered together he called Seas. And God
saw that It was good.

"And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegeta-
tion, plants® yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing
fruit in which is their seed, each according to its
kind, on the earth.” And it was so. "?The earth
brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed ac-
cording to thelr own kinds, and trees bearing fruit
in which is their seed, each according to its kind,
And God saw that it was good. ¥ And there was
evening and there was moming, the third day.

tAnd God sald, “Let there be lichts in the ex-
panse of the heavens to separate the day from the
night, And let thernbe for signs and for seasons,®
and for days and years, “and let thembe lights in
the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the
earth.” And it was so. '""And God made the two
oreat lights—the greater light to rile the day and
the lesser light to rule the nisht—and the stars.
and God set themn in the expanse of the heav-
ens to give light on the earth, 1o rule over the
day and over the night, and to separate the light
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.
WAnd there was evening and there was morning,
the fourth day.

MAnd God sald, “Let the waters swartm with
swarms of living creatures, and let birds” fly
above the earth across the expanse of the heav-
ens.” 150 God created the great sea creatures
and every living creature that moves, with which

the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and
every winged bird according to its kind, And God
saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them,
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the wa-
ters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the
earth,” # And there was evening and there was
morning, the fifth day.

#And God sald, “Let the earth bring forth liv-
Ing creatures according to thelr Knds—ivestock
and creeping things and beasts of the earth ac-
cording to their kinds.” And it was so. #And God
made the beasts of the earth according to their
kinds and the livestock according to their kinds,
and everything that creeps on the ground accord-
ing to its kdnd. And God saw that it was good.

xThen God said, “Let us make man® in our
lmage, after our likeness, And let them have do-
minion over the fish of the sea and over the binds
of the heavens and ower the livestock and owver
all the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth.”

50 God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and fernale he created them

S0 bod created man in his ownimage,
in the image of 6od he created him;
male and femak: he created them,

Genesis 1:27

s And God blessed them. And God sald to
thern, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth
and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish
of the sea and cver the birds of the heavens and
over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
A And God sald, *Behold, [ have given you every
plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You
shall have them for food. ¥ And to every beast of
the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything
that has the breath of life, [ have given every
oreenl plant for food.” And It was so. ¥ And God
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GENESIS 2

saw everything that he had made, and behold, it
was very good, And there was evening and there
was morning, the sixth day.

The Seventh Day, God Rests

#Y Thus the heavens and the earth were finished,
i and all the host of them. And on the seventh
day God finished his work that he had done, and
he rested on the seventh day from all his work
that he had done. * 50 God blessed the seventh
day and made it holy, because on it God rested
from all his work that he had done in creation.

The Creation of Man and Woman

+ These are the generations
of the heavens and the earth when they
were created,
in the day that the Lorp God made the earth

and the heavens.

“When no bush of the fleld? was yet in the
land? and no small plant of the field had yet
sprung up—for the Lorp God had not caused it
to rain on the land, and there was no man to
work the ground, fand a mist® was going up
from the land and was watering the whole face
of the ground— "then the Lorp God formed
the man of dust from the eround and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man

became a living creature. * And the Lorp God
planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there
he put the man whom he had formed. *And out
of the ground the Lorp God made to spring up
every tree that s pleasant to the sight and good
for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the
parden, and the tree of the knowledee of good
and evil.

1WA river flowed out of Eden to water the gar-
den, and there it divided and became four rivers.
The name of the first is the Pishon, It is the one
that flowed around the whole land of Hawilah,
wherte there is gold. 2And the gold of that land is
cood; bdellium and onyx stone are there, ¥ The
namme of the second river is the Gihon. It is the
one that flowed around the whole land of Cush.
1+And the name of the third river is the Tieris,
which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river
1z the Euphrates.

1*The Lorp God took the man and put him in
the marden of Eden to work it and keep it 18 And
the Lorp God commanded the man, saying, “You
may surely eat of every tree of the garden, "hut
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat® of it you
shall surely die.”

"Then the Lorp God sald, It is not good
that the man should be alone; [ will make him a
helper fit for® him ™ " Now out of the ground the

WHY DID GOD CRERTE PEOPLE?

In the beginning, 6od created a beautiful world full of plants, insects, animals
birds the seas, and more. But He saved His best creation for last. On the last
day of creation, God made something unique: people. He wanted these first
peopleto be like Him, so He created them in His own image (Genesis 1:26). He
creafed Adam first and breathed His breath of life into Adam. Then, because He

didn't want Adam 1o be alone, He created Fre.

God wanted to have a chose relationship with Adam and Eve. That's why He
created them in His own image. They were ditferent from anything else He had
created. They coul think, they had emotions, and they could talk to God and
worship Him. God planned for these two peopks 1o have children and fill the
earth with more people who would love Him and talk to Him.

God didn't need people, but He created us so He could have a relationship with
us. e were made to worship Him and be close 1o Him.
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GENESIS 4

GOD CRERTED WITH LOVE

Genesis 1:26—2:25

Sometimes when you bok in a mirror, you may not
se¢ what you'd like. Ye somehow zero in on our
flaws—our crooked teeth, our feet that seem bigger
than an elephant’s. Yet the Bible says that you are
made in the image of God.

We'll have to wait for heaven to fully see God,
butfor now, read Genesis 1:27. God made you b be
like: Himself! Hot just your body but your inner spirit
and character, foo. You can think make choices and
bove others. bod included the smallest of detaiks.
Look at a dime. Did you know your body's smallest
bone s the size of the ketler Don a coin? It's in
your ear, and without it you coukdn’t hear. You are
precisely and wonderfully made and the only one
ever created just like you!

God dechares His creations are “very good”
{Genests 1:31). He doesn't compare you to others’
books, grades, or friends. You aren't a mistake. Yhat
does this tell you about God's bove?

When you bok in the mirror this week, say out
boud, “l am loved. God approves of me with Yery
qood.’ Thank You, God!”

Lorn God had formed? every beast of the field
and every bird of the heavens and brought them
to the man to see what he would call them. And
whatever the man called every living creature,
that was its name. " The man gave names to all
livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to
every beast of the field. But for Adam?® there was
not found a helper fit for him. ¥ 50 the Lorp God
caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and
while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up
its place with flesh. ©And the fib that the Lorp
God had taken from the man he made? into a
woman and brought her to the man, * Then the
rman said,

“This at last lsbone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man,™

@ Therefore a man shall leave his father and his
mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall
become one flesh. 5 And the man and his wife
were both naked and were not asharmed.

The Fall

} Now the serpent was more crafty than any
other beast of the field that the Lorp God had
made,

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say,
“You® shall not eat of any tree in the sarden’?”
tAnd the woman said to the sempent, “We may
eat of the fmit of the trees in the garden, *but God
sald, “fou shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is
in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch
it, lest you die.”” *But the serpent said to the wom-
an, “You will not surely die, *For God knows that
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and
you wil be like God, knowing cood and evil® 50
when the woman saw that the tree was oood for
food, and that it was a delisht to the eyes, and that
the tree was tobe desired to make one wise, she
took of its fmit and ate, and she also gave some to
her hushand who waswith her, and he ate. "Then
the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that
they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves to-
sether and made themselves loincloths,

1 And they heard the sound of the Lorp God
walking in the garden in the cool” of the day, and
the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lorp God among the trees of the
garden. ‘But the Lorp God called to the man and
sald to him, “Where are you?”# 10 And he said, “I
heard the sound of you in the garden, and [ was
afrald, because [ was naked, and [ hid myself”
1" He said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Hawve you eaten of the tree of which [ command-
ed you not to eat?” 2The man said, “The wom-
an whom you gave to be with me, she gave me
fruit of the tree, and [ ate.”™ #Then the Lorp God
said to the woman, “What 1s this that you have
done?” The woman said, “The serpent decelved
me, and [ ate.”

4 The Lorp God sald to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
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take a wife for my son from the daughters of the
Canaanites, among whorm [ dwell, *butwill go to
my country and to my kindred, and take a wife
for my son [saac.” *The servant said to him, “Per
haps the woman may not be willing to follow me
to this land, Must then take your son back to the
land from which you came?” t Abraham said to
him, “5ee to it that you do not take my son back
there. "The Lorp, the God of heaven, who took
me from my father’s house and from the land of
my kindred, and who spoke to me and swore to
me, ‘To vour offspring I will give this land,” he
will send hiz angel before you, and you shall take
a wife for my son from there. *Butif the woman
1z not willing to follow you, then you will be free
from this cath of mine; only you must not take
1y son back there.” *5o the servant put his hand
under the thigh of Abraham his master and swore
to him concerning this matter

"Then the servant took ten of his master's
camels and departed, taking all sorts of cholce
oifts from his master; and he arose and went to
Mesopotamia® to the city of Nahor ' And he
made the camels kneel down outside the city by
the well of water at the time of evening, the time
when women go out to draw water 2And he
said, *O Lorp, God of my master Abraham, please
grant me success today and showr steadfast love to
iy master Abraham 1 Behold, [ am standing by
the spring of water, and the daughters of the men
of the city are coming out to draw water ¢ Let
the young wornan to whom [ shall say, ‘Please let

WE[[S I Ull] TESTHMENT [IMES
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People didn't have running water in Bibl: fimes, so
having a well nearby wasvery important. Much of the
land of Israel & very dry, and rain only falk in certain
sesons. People would dig deep welk until they

found water, and then everyone in the community
used them. People would go 1o the well for water for
themselves and their animaks, and the well was ofien

a phace where people talked and did business.

down your jar that [ may drink,” and who shall
say, ‘Drink, and [ will water your camels'—let
her be the one whom yvou have appointed for
your servant Isaac. By this? [ shall know that you
have shown steadfast love to my master”

"Before he had finished spealking, behold, Re-
bekah, whowasborn to Bethuel the son of Milcah,
the wife of Nahor, Abraham'’s brother, came out
with her water jar on her shoulder ' The young
WOrman was very atiractive In appearance, a rmaid-
en® whom no man had known, She went down to
the spring and filled her jar and came up. "Then
the servant ran to meet her and said, “Please give
me a little water to drink from your jar™ 1#5he said,
*Drink, my lord. ™ And she quickly let down her
jar upon her hand and gave him a drink. "When
she had finished giving him a drink, she said, *I
will draw water for your camels also, until they
have finished drinking. ™ 50 she quickly emptied
herjar into the trough and ran again to the well to
draw water and she drew for all his camels. 'The
man gazed at her in silence to learn whether the
Lorr had prospered his journey or not.

“3When the camels had finished drinking, the
man took a gold ring weighing a half shekel
and two bracelets for her arms weighing ten zold
shekels, #and sald, “Please tell me whose dangh-
ter you are, [s there room in your father's house
for us to spend the nisht?™ 5he sald to him, “I
am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah,
whom she bore to Mahor ™ #5he added, “We
have plenty of both straw and fodder, and room
to spend the night” #The man bowed his head
and worshiped the Lorp and said, “Blessed be
the Lorp, the God of my master Abraham, who
hasnot forsaken his steadfast love and his faithful-
ness toward my master As for me, the Lorp has
led me in the way to the house of my master's
kinsmen.” #Then the young woman ran and told
her mother's honsehold about these things.

“Rebekah had a brother whose name was La-
ban. Laban ran out toward the man, to the spring,
W As soon as he saw the ring and the bracelets
on his sister’s arms, and heard the words of Ke-
bekah his sister, “Thus the man spoke to me,” he
went to the man. And behold, he was standing
by the camels at the spring, ' He said, *Corme i,
O blessed of the Lorp, Why do you stand outside?
For [ have prepared the house and a place for the
camels.” 50 the man came to the house and un-
harmeszed the camels, and zave straw and fodder
to the camels, and there was water to wash his
feet and the feet of the men who were with him
#Then food was set before him to eat. But he
said, “I will not eat until [ have sald what [ have
tosay” He said, “Speak on.”
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GENESIS 4

15 [ will put enmity between you and the
Woratl,
and between your offspring? and her
offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

1 To the worman he sald,

“I will surely multiply your pain in
childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children.
four desire shall be for® your husband,
and he shall rule over you.”

TAnd to Adam he said,

* Because you have listened to the voice of
your wife
and have eaten of the tree
of which [ commanded you,
“You shall not eat of it,]
cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of
your life;
1% thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for
you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.
14 By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were talen;
for you are dust,
and to dust you shall return,”

#'The man called his wife’s name Eve, because
she was the mother of all living,? # And the Lorp
God made for Adam and for his wife garments of
skins and clothed them.

®Then the Lorp God sald, “Behold, the man
hasbecome like one of usin knowing good and
evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take
also of the tree of life and eat, and live forew-
er—" i therefore the Lorp God sent him out
from the garden of Eden to work the sround
from which he was taken. # He drove out the
man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he
placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that
turned every way to guard the way to the tree
of life.

Gain and Abel

MNow Adam knew Eve his wife, and she con-

' ceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten®

a man with the help of the Lorp. ™ tAnd again, she
bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper
of sheep, and Cain a worker of the osround. ‘In

WHERE WRS THE GRRDEN OF EDEN?

Genesis 3:23-24

Mo one knows exactly where the garden of Eden
was, but benesis 2 gives us a clue. It mentions four
rivers flowing from the garden. Two of them, the
Pishon and the Gihon, are a mystery, their locations
unknown. The other two are the Euphrates and

the Tigris. We: know where they are today. If these
modern-day rivers are the same ones mentioned

in Genests (and not just different rivers with the
same names), then that puts the garden of Eden
somewhere in what & now laq or Turkey.

the course of time Caln brought to the Lorp an
offering of the fruit of the ground, *and Abel also
brought of the firsthorn of his flock and of their fat
portions And the Lorp had regand for Abel and
his offering, *but for Cain and his offering he had
no regard, So Cain was very angry, and his face
fell. "The Lorp sald to Caln, “*Why are you angry,
and why has your face fallen? 7If you do well, will
you not be accepted?® And if you do not do well,
sin 1s crouching at the door Its desire is for® you,
but you must rule over it.”

#Cain spoke to Abel his brother” And when
they were in the field, Cain rose up against his
brother Abel and killed him. *Then the Lorp
said to Cain, “Where iz Abel your brother?™ He
sald, “I do not know; am [ my brother’s keep-
er?” 1" And the Lorp said, “What have you done?
The wolce of your brother’s blood is crying to
me from the ground. " And now you are cursed
from the ground, which has opened its mouth
to receive your brother’s blood from your hand.
113When you work the oround, it shall no longer
yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive
and a wanderer on the earth,” ¥ Cain sald to the
Lorp, “IMy punishment is greater than [ can bear®
14Behold, you have driven me today away from
the ground, and from your face [ shall be hidden.
[ shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth,
and whoever finds me will kill me.” " Then the
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