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| | THE PRESERVATION OF LIFE

NICHOLAS FA5HA£’ Gﬁ?‘EH" UP HERE IN SAN FECRO,

HE HAP CPREAMED His WHOLE LIFE OF GETTING OLT

OF THE sMALL PORT NEIGHBORHOOP AT THE SOUTH IS
ENP OF LO5 ANGELES.

1 HE EVEN LEFT ONCE mamsﬁ o
LONG BEACH, GOT A JOB AT THE

PORT. IT WAs HARE WORK pda‘.-’F
THE HOLRS WERE LONG.

r*5 WHERE HE FIRST {:’rc?r
- wmwmsp TO SPEED. g
: ,__\,

A CO-WORKER NOTICER NICHOLAS Il WHEN HE WAS LIVING AT HOME, NICHOLAS
HAD BEEN STRUGELING To KEEP WAS TOO SCAREP OF GETTING CALGHT BY
LP WITH His WoRK ANZ OFFERED BBl Hi5 FARENTS TO THINK ABOUT GETTING HIGH,
IT 7O HELP HIM oUT. —_—

SUT NOW HE WAS
MORE WORRIERP ABCLT B
BEING OUT OF A JEEB.
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THE POPE HELPED NICHOLAS KEEFP
LP WITH WORK, BLT--45 |T TURNEL
OUT--HE COULPN'T KEEFP UFP WITH
THE POFE., IT WAEN'T LONG BEFORE
HE WAS LSING ON MORE THAN
JUST His WORK F4y5.,

WITH HER. WITH
| amanca.

NICHOLAS ' PRIVE FOR
WORK WAs OVER TAKEN
BY A NEEP 7O GET HIGH.
THE APEICTION COST HIM
Hi& JOB ANP FORCED HIM
BACK HOME WITH His
PARENTS.

NICHOLAS COULEN'T STAND
10 BEE THE P/SAPPOINTMENT
ON His FARENTS ' FACES. HE

HALP TO LEAVE. BEFORE LONG, |

HE WAS OUT ON THE ETREETS.

THREE LdYS LATER, : B
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. |

PET. MICHAEL MURPHY HALP SFPENT
INVESTIGATING HOMICIPES., A LEGEND IN His OWN TIME;
N ONE KNEW MORE ABOLUT -




__| FOR MURFPH THERE WAS NOTHING MORE
IMPORTANT THAN THE JOB. HE LIVED,
= ATE, BREATHED PETECTIVE WORK,
MORNING, _]
MURPH.
I —i—]a | ol Il[_
S TG
= ; e — -
L ] f I -.-.:-_ .- I

AND WHAT CASE
WAS THISZ PO YOU HAVE
A D.R. NUMBERZ I PON'T
THINK I HAVE A CASE
LIKE THAT. o

_ CONGRATULATIONS; SIR. —
i\ YOU HIT THE BIG ONE.

ALL EMPLOYEES .4 T
MURFH'S AGENCY WERE
GIVEN A COMMEMORATIVE
\CHALLENGE COIN® FOR
EVERY FIVE YEARS
| OF SERVICE.

MURFPH NEVER PUT MUCH
STOCK IN THEM, AFTER

ALL, YOU GOT THEM JUsT
FOR EXISTING.

BEEN THAT LONGZ AT 52 YEARS OLE:
25 YEARS MEANT ELIGIBILITY FOR
| RETIREMENT, MURFPH WAS OFFICIALLY
PAST Hls EXPIRATION LATE. =

Ii B2 6. Cook, James David WalladEaad

ice. PUDShECIIHSSORING

GOT SOMETHING ELSE FOR You

ANY IDEA

TWO. SOME KIPS FOLUNP A BOPY ON
THE BEACH IN PEPRO. SOUNPS LIKE IT'S ABOUT THE GUY

BEEN OUT THERE AWHILE. JUST THE CAE-E

WHO PIEPZ
FOR AN CG PETECTIVE LIKE VGLIR&":ELF -

CAN YOU GO
OVER THIS ONE
MORE TIMEZ WHAT
,. | WAS [T YOU WERE |

b lb.. i V8

OH, I GUESS [T'S

| SOME TRANSIENT. HE'R

| BEEN REPORTED MISSING BY A
\ " GIRLFRIEND OR SOMETHING.

(=

HOMELESS GUY FOUND AT

> _{ THE BOTTOM OF A CLIFF... THANKS,

L.T. HOW PO WE KNOW HE DIPN'T JusT)| |
FALL IN SOME DRUNKEN STUPOR? /] ¢

=
: WELL; EITHER WAY,; N
SOMEONE NEEPS TO

LOCK INTO IT. T NEEP \\
YOU GUYS TO HEAP

—

f’”’ E=————a==7" EVEN IF IT'6 A
llf k‘ ."_"'I . MURDER, WHO'S |
LOOKING TO KILL |

\ A TRANSIENTZ L

e

ANOTHER HGMELEE»'&
= PERSONZ PROBABLY NO
5 HUMANS INVOLVED.

RIGHT OUT,

th the Iiterary:.

PETE: I CAN'T BELIEVE
YOU HEARING | | IT EITHER; MURPH,

z
THsS YOU AsSK
SOMEONE A
COUPLE SIMPLE
GUESTIONS,
YOU KNOW--TO
INVESTIGATE,

WOW...
THEY HUNG
up!

- THAT'S WHAT 200,
INVESTIGATE. AND THEY GO )
ANP HANG LIP ON You!

N

LIELUTENANT

CAMPBELL SAYS \ g

WE GOTTA LOOK AT |
=\ IT AS A MURDER, /¥

i

SEE A PERSON TAKEN o
\ BEFORE THEIR TIME... J

P ——
S

7 NOr I'M

TALKING ABOUT THIS \\
NEW CASE. TRANSIENT
PEADR IN SAN PEPRO,

Y LET'S SEE THE
FACTS BEFORE WE
FEEL TOO S0RRY

b, FOR THE GUY.
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"BARNES AND DREW" 15 ' IT WASN'T SURPRISING TO FIND SGT. LEWIS AT THE
(A COMMUNAL EXPERIENCE, CRIME SCENE. SOME PEOPLE JUST HAD A WaY OF |
_MURPH. YOU KNOW THAT, BEING AROLNG WHEN ANYTHING BIG HAPPENED.
\ || " THis wiL BE A NicE N "

CASE TO BREAK IN RUSSO %
ANDP? PEREZ. AT LEAST THEY
{ CAN GO THROUGH THE MOTIONS
AND SEE HOW TO RUN A
MURPER INVESTIGATICN.

WELL, PARTNER, YOU KNOW
I ALWAYS TAKE A MIP-MORNING
COFFEE BREAK WITH THE GIRLS IN

RECORPS, CAN'T MISS MY "BARNES |
ANP FREﬁ" RERLINS. BUT THEN '
I CAN

FOR YOU TO INVEST IN
SOME STREAMING
SERVICES OR
SOM

MURPH HAD WORKED MOST §
OF HIS CAREER WITH LEW/S.
| BuT WHERE MURPH HAD
N PURSUED DETECTIVE WORK,
W Lenis NEVER LEFT THE FIELS.

g1 T

CENE  POLICE CR IME SCENE __POLICESS

DETECTIVES MARCO RUSSO )

AND ASHLEY PEREZ HAP YOU GET THE EMAIL I SENT YOU THIS 11 (g \

| JWET BEEN SELECTED MORNINGZ WE GOT A STACK OF ROBBERIES T ey —- -

| FOR REASSIGNMENT TO PILING UP THAT I WILL NEEP YOU TO N U mueew cionr fr. N R .

| THE ROBBER Y/ HOMICIPE START WORKING, SUSPEND THEM, PUT MUCH STOCK THINK, JOE? REALLY BABEEE Flﬁu;REHTIéP :
W ELEWIS'S A MURDER OR JUST 0 TELL, BUT

INVESTIGATIVE z
ABILITY. \_ ANOTHER JUMPER?

PETAIL., IT WAs AN HONOR
FOR ANY PETECTIVE TO BE
TRANSFERRED TO WHAT
Wds KNOWN As THE '4
TEAM, " THE MOST COVETER
POSITION IN THE PIVISION.
MURFH CONS/PERER IT TO
BE BETTER THAN A
FPROMOTION TO
SUPERVISOR.

SO0LVE THEM, WHATEVER.

JUST GET COULD BE.

THEM OFF THE
QUELE,

THE GLY HAL ONLY [0 ONE OF THE PATROL
| WORKED BAs/c PATROL s GLYS FOUND WHAT HE
B ANZ IN THE TRAFEIC 8 THINKS 15 SOME PRIED
CIVISION BEFORE | BLOOD OVER BY THAT
PROMOTING. TRASH CAN.

BUT ALL THAT |5 GOING TO HAVE

TO WAIT. FIRST, LET'S GO SEE
A PEAP &GUY.

I

CHEATERS CR
ANYTHING FOR
: FILINGSZ I CAN

4 NEVER FIGURE oUT
HOW MANY COPIES
OF EVERYTHING
I NEEP.

WELL, I'M GLAP
THESE YOUNGSTERS ARE )
LOOKING ARCLIND, SOME OF
THE PATROL GUYS CAN'T /===
BE BOTHERED.. i :

4%

f e ]
e -:-rv.—-“i'.'ITi-:-(‘Ef"—-":—T'i'nl-

<A

I GOT A CHECKLIST HERE
SOMEWHERE...P.A.'S OFFICE
s CAN NEVER MAKE UP THEIR

MINPS ANYWAYS., THEY ALWAYS
\d WANT A DIFFERENT AMOUNT. I
PON'T KNOW WHY WE CAN'T [
JUST PO EVERYTHING '
o ELECTRONICALLY.
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7~ SOMETIMES I DON'T KNOW il P=" I'LL NEVER UNDERSTAND
TYPICAL. LEWIS ALWAYE WANTED TO | WHAT WOULD BE WORSE--THAT || [Bf HOW SOMEONE COULD ENP
BOTHER YOU ABOLUT OFF-PUTY LIFE. P THE GUY WAS KILLED OR THAT HE | Bl ANOTHER'S LIFE. THIS GUY WAS

- S WENT AND KILLED HIMSELF. 4| B STILL YOUNG, HE COULD HAVE |
= === B\ TURNED THINGS AROUND.

" MAYBE THERE'S A
STRUGELE UP HERE
BY THE TRASH CAN... |
THEN SOMECNE PUMPS
THE BOPYZ OR IT JUST
MOVES TO THE EPEE
. AND HE sLIPS OFFZ

7 AT LEAST WE CAN COMFORT
| OURSELYES WITH THE FACT WE
HAVE ONE LESS TRANSIENT

TO PEAL WITH. ’

HOME LIFE WAS THE
LAST THING MURPH
WANTED TO TALK
| ABOUT, ESPECIALL
| Wit LEWIS. .

L

=1 A LIFETIME IN LAW ENFORCEMENT AND LEWIS STILL HAP A BLEEPING
HEART. HE NEYER WANTEP TO BELIEVE HOW SCREWED UP PEOPLE WERE.

YOU KNOW; IF —= -
P I GUESS SUICIDE'S N—rions
WORSE. NO PHYSICAL :

PAIN 16 EQUAL TO THE ;

! N : i ELL; WE HAVE Y
i, HIS OWN WORTH. 4 N8 L | 'rg lersaMETl:;N

W= | : . B\ ABOUT [T, EITHER /8
WAY. ?

% HOW ARE You

DOING THESE DAYS
WITH EVERYTHINGZ
HOW'RE THINGS
\GOING AT HOMEZ

M7 TNespTO N
ol GET THIS case
"\ TAKEN CARE OF. /

I @OT HIM ON A
FOUR-FIFTY-NINE CASE
COUPLE YEARS BACK. HE

WAS PPOING PHARMACY

HEY) MURPH,
TURNS OUT I KNEW
__ THE @uy!

MARCO; PIPN'T
YOU HAVE A CASE
WITH THAT GUY?#

~ COME ON, %IR; I
ONLY TOOK A LUSABLE [
QUANTITY. IT'6 NOT LIKE B
WE WERE GOINE TO
SELL THE STUFF. _dom

LOOKS
FAMILIAR. .. WHAT ;
CASE WERE You ; e TV
THINKINGZ _ 3 \\B

HE TOLP ME HE
HALP A GIRLFRIENP AT
THE TIME, BUT I NEVER
MET HER. I BET IF WE
CAN FIND HER, SHE MIGHT
KNOW WHAT Was UP
WITH HIM.

= ITIBNT
| THE FALL THAT
YOU,

BETTER THAN
NOTHING. SEE IF YOU |
CAN I.D. HER.
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LATER, BACK AT THE STATION... ASHLEY PEREZ WASN'T SURFPRISEDP
. THAT MARCE HALP A LEAL T2 FOLLOW,
THINGS ALWAYS SEEMER TO
COME EASY FOR HIM.

~N — T ASHLEY HAD ALWAYS
< e GIVEN IIO% TO HER
- - - WORK. NO ONE WAS
S -
e -

== COP SHE KNEW,
TS —| someHoW HAP A
] LEAD.

—
/
S
MORE METICHLOUS.
ANP YET MARCO,
THE MOST RECKLESS
o

% i =

IT WAS ENOLGH TO MAKE YOU WONPER IF HE |
| REALLY GOT His INTEL ON THE UF-ANP-UF.

/T WASN'T AS THOUGH ASHLEY HAP NOT _ b B‘P
FOUND SUCCESS. SHE HAP JUST SPENT : —~
THE LAST FOUR YEARS WORKING IN THE & _.
PEPARTMENT'S ELITE UNPERCOVER 1= 3
LIVISION, _ — . —~ |

—_— ! _-_-.51_;.—_, ~

= o l'f | _[ e

YTHE PLAINCLOTHES SoYS"® )i

L - =

i

: { = | THEY KEPT THEIR NAME
—_—— e o | EVEN WHEN ASHLEY WAS
= ' i — ON THE TEAM,

i

WHY CHANGE N_ = M
TRALITION L] =
JUET BECAUSE > L
THEY FINALLY - .
LET A FEMALE N
ON THE TEAMZ -

MAYEE SHE WAs JUeT FEELING
OFF BECALSE SHE'P SPENT 50
MUCH TIME ON BABY LEAVE. (T
HALD BEEN A HARPER TRANS/!TION

THAN SHE EXPECTEL.

WHAT'S UP, BIG \_
BROTHERZ FIRST
ONE-EIGHTY ‘___|

SEVENZ

COMING BACK TO wa.ex//— ,

W
_

-ﬁf | \ \

WHAT'S UP, LAURAZ
NOTHING TOD EXCITING
HERE. JUST SOME GUY OR GOT 14
TWEAKER OUT ANP PROBABLY r= pUSHED. |
WALKEP TOO CLOSE TO THE i
EPGE OF A CLIFF. : ——==11

HOW PO

KNOW HE WAS A

1

—

-

yYou

I
== at

sgpe———

-

I

I HAD A CASE WITH HIM
BEFORE., THE DPUMMY WAS
BREAKING INTO PHARMACIES
ON BASICALLY A DAILY BAS|S,
BUT HE'D? ONLY EVER TAKE
LIKE A SINGLE BOTTLE. _.

B Y |

I

= |

GOT TO WORK HIM UP, BUT |
- WERE ALL PETTY STUFF LIKE

EVERY TIMEZ r
NOT MUCH OF
A PLANNER. ..

PO YOU KNOW
IF HE HADP ANY
S0CIAL MEPIAZ

NOT MUCH OF AN
ANYTHING. T'VE STILL

==
THINK MOST OF HIS PRIORS PROBABLY.
THAT, T KNOW HE HAD A
GIRLERIEND. T'M TRYING

T0 10 HER.
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ALE8O HAREZ FOR

OF HER, TOO.

ASHLEY NOT TO FEEL
A LITTLE JEALOUS «

H ASHLEY LIKEP LALRA.
T WAS HARE NOT T2
LIKE HER. BUT /T WAS

MURPH! HEARD WE
ALREAPY HAVE A LEAD
ON YOUR PEPRO CASE,

s T
TEXT ME HI& INFO. ANP
A GOOP PICTURE 50 I CAN
SEE WHAT HE LOOKS LIKE,

A

Y 50 YOUR
| BROTHER

SAYS,

I

LALRA wds JUsT
0 COMFORTABLE,
CONFIPENT. LIKE
SHE KNEW SHE
BELONGER AT THE
PELARTMENT.

LALRA HAP BEEN HIRED A5 4

GIVE ME A
BIT ANP I'LL GET
BACK TO YOU ON
THE GIRLFRIEN,

ECTIVE
DERUSSO

CRIME ANALYST A FEW YEARS
AFTER MARCO STARTED AT THE
PEPARTMENT. SHE ALREAPY

HAP A LEG UP HAVING A FAMILY
MEMBER AT THE PEPARTMENT
T2 VOUCH FOR HER.

[ el
50 you

MING PLLLING
HIS BOOKING
PHOTOSZ I

NEED TO SEND ﬁfﬁ

ONE TO LALIRA
TO LOOK AT,

HOW FAIR WAS |T THAT LAURA; A
CIVILIAN EMPLOYEE, COULP FEEL
S50 SECURE (N HER ROLE WHEN
ASHLEY: A SWORN POLICE
DETECTIVE, FELT OUT OF PLACEZ?

MARCO,
ANYTHING I CAN
PO TO HELF You

WORKUP THAT
GuY#

ASHLEY COMFORTERP HERSELF
IN THE KNOWLEPGE THAT SHE
COWULP NOT BE CUTWORKEL.
SHE WOULDP THROW HERSELF
INTC THE CASE, AS SHE HAP
PONE 50 MANY TIMES IN

THE PA=T.

[ 2
"I

N ONE WAS MORE
PILIGENT. BHE WOULP |
PROVE HERSELF ONE
WAY OR THE OTHER,

=3
=
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GEEZ, HE N\
WAS IN PRETTY [ '
. BAD SHAPE... /A :
NAME KASHAK, NICHDLAS 0 l
ALIASES WICHOLAS, NICKY .
s e—
GENDER M CITIZEN YES
TALK
HEIGHT £ 10" WEIGHT 163 LBS ( ABOUT FACES
OF METH!
EYECOLOR  BROWN MAIRCOLOR LT BROWN }“I‘——\

nooB Tirseg

ARREST & SENTENCIH

DATE OFFENSE §

THIS GUY HAS A
GIRLFRIEND; AND HERE I
CAN'T GET A SECONP PATE
WITH ANY OF THESE
TINPER CHICKS.,

SOUNPS LIKE A
PERSONAL PROBLEM,
MARCO.

HEY, IT'6 NOT JUST ME. KIM HAS I_
THE SAME ISSLE, OKAYZ NO ONE WILL GIVE
YOU THE TIME OF DAY ON THESE APPS.

KIMZ S0
HE ANP DREA




