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J E SU S  PR E SE N T E D 
AT  T H E  T E M PL E

SETTING THE SCENE
Though little is recorded in the Gospels about Jesus between his birth and the 

beginning of his public ministry at age thirty, there are two accounts of visits to the 

temple in Jerusalem. The first, as a newborn, and a return trip at the age of twelve.

Falling in between these temple trips, Joseph twice receives instructions from 

an angel in a dream. He’s first told to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt (some ninety 

miles southwest of Bethlehem) to escape the wicked plot of King Herod. The king 

desired to kill all boys ages two and under everywhere near where he had been 

told a new king of the Jews was to be born. Upon Herod’s death a short time later, 

Joseph is informed the threat is past. He and the family then return and settle in 

Nazareth.

In My Father’s House
F R O M  L U K E  2

The time came for Joseph and Mary to perform the ceremony of purification, as 
the Law of Moses commanded. So they took the child to Jerusalem to present him 
to the Lord, as it is written in the law of the Lord: “Every first-born male is to be 
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24     |     50 BIBLE STOR IES Ever y Adul t  Should Know

dedicated to the Lord.” They also went to offer a sacrifice of a pair of doves or 

two young pigeons, as required by the law of the Lord.

At that time there was a man named Simeon living in Jerusalem. He was a 

good, God-fearing man and was waiting for Israel to be saved. The Holy Spirit 

was with him and had assured him that he would not die before he had seen 

the Lord’s promised Messiah. Led by the Spirit, Simeon went into the Temple. 

When the parents brought the child Jesus into the Temple to do for him what 

the Law required, Simeon took the child in his arms and gave thanks to God:

“Now, Lord, you have kept your promise,

and you may let your servant go in peace.

With my own eyes I have seen your salvation,

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples:

A light to reveal your will to the Gentiles

and bring glory to your people Israel.”

The child’s father and mother were amazed at the things Simeon said about 

him. Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother, “This 

child is chosen by God for the destruction and the salvation 

of many in Israel. He will be a sign from God which many 

people will speak against and so reveal their secret thoughts. 

And sorrow, like a sharp sword, will break your own heart.”

When Joseph and Mary had finished doing all that was 

required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to their home-

town of Nazareth in Galilee. The child grew and became 

strong; he was full of wisdom, and God’s blessings were upon him.

Every year the parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. 

When Jesus was twelve years old, they went to the festival as usual. When the 

festival was over, they started back home, but the boy Jesus stayed in Jerusalem. 

His parents did not know this; they thought that he was with the group, so they 

traveled a whole day and then started looking for him among their relatives and 

friends. They did not find him, so they went back to Jerusalem looking for him. 

On the third day they found him in the Temple, sitting with the Jewish teachers, 

listening to them and asking questions. All who heard him were amazed at his 

intelligent answers. His parents were astonished when they saw him, and his 

I was glad when 

they said unto me, 

Let us go into the 

house of the LORD.

PSALM 122:1 (KJV)
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Jesus Presented at the Temple     |     25   

mother said to him, “Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have 

been terribly worried trying to find you.”

He answered them, “Why did you have to look for me? Didn’t you know 

that I had to be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand his answer.

So Jesus went back with them to Nazareth, where he was obedient to them. 

His mother treasured all these things in her heart (GNT).

TRUTH FOR TODAY
No matter if you're a true believer or seasoned skeptic, there’s something 

undeniably unique about the person of Jesus. Long before wowing crowds with 

his wisdom and displaying miraculous power over nature, death, and disease, 

young Jesus surprised the elders with insights beyond his years.

Mary and Joseph, back in the place where twelve years prior they had 

marveled at the prophetic words Simeon had spoken over Jesus, were again in 

a state of amazement. The relief of finding Jesus gave way 

to the astonishment of seeing their child holding court with 

the temple teachers. Likewise, the religious leaders themselves 

were awed by the young boy’s understanding of God.

An honest examination of the life of Jesus begs the ques-

tion: What child is this?

To explore Jesus, read the Gospels, 
attend church, and ask questions.

FYI

Though not exclusive to Jewish culture, the rite of male circumci-

sion was prescribed in the Old Testament as a command given to 

Abraham (Genesis 17:10) and served as a physical sign of God’s 

covenant with Abraham and his descendants.

According to the Law of Moses, offering two pigeons at the 

temple as part of the purification ritual following childbirth was 

an acceptable substitute for those who could not afford to bring a 

lamb and a bird (Leviticus 12:1–8).

Jesus grew in 

wisdom and 

in stature and in 

favor with God and 

all the people.

LUKE 2:52
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