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And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists,
the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for
the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature

manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness

of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed
to and fro by the waves and carried about by every
wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness
in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in
love, we are to grow up in every way into him who
is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body,
joined and held together by every joint with which
it is equipped, when each part is working properly,
makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

Ephesians 4:11-16
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Introduction

Be honest: How much time did you spend praising Jesus this
morning?

Asking for things doesn’t count. Just reading a passage of
Scripture doesn’t count. 'm asking, How much time did you
spend staring at Him and telling Him how amazing He is?

We were God’s enemy, destined to face His wrath. Let
that sink in.

Jesus was tortured on the cross to appease the wrath of
God. Does that truth still move you?

You are now reconciled with God and adopted as His

child. How do we go a day without praising Him for this?
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There 1s nothing you have to
do today that is more important

than worshipping Him.
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God now abides in you! Don’t just give this a head nod.
Marvel at this!

Put this book down and worship Him. You are breathing
now because God is giving you breath. Use your next breath

for its intended purpose. Bless Him.

Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me,
bless his holy name!
—Psalm 103:1

We can’t start our days without praise. We are com-
manded to rejoice in Him always. There is nothing you have
to do today that is more important than worshipping Him. If
I’'m not wise enough to start my day with praise, why should
anyone listen to what I have to say? If I am foolish enough
to forego praise because my mind is needed to fix problems
in the church, then I'm more of the problem than I realize.

Our lack of praise may actually be the biggest cause of our
divisions. Once we stop worshipping, all hope for unity is lost.
This is what unites us: we can’t stop talking about the treasure
we have in Jesus. It’s hard to start an argument with someone
who is on her knees shouting praises to Jesus, especially when
youre busy blessing the Lord as well. Many of our problems

could be reconciled if we discussed our concerns on our knees
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before a Holy God. We can’t allow the Enemy or our enemies
to interrupt our praise. Worship is our path to unity.

Even now I would encourage you to look up the following
passages that explain the truths mentioned above: Romans
5:10-11; Ephesians 2:3—4; Romans 3:23-25; 1 John 3:1;
2 Corinthians 5:21; John 14:21-23. Fill your heart with wor-
ship, and keep it filled. You and I are part of an outrageous
love story. Once we lose our fascination, we lose our effective-
ness. Our words end up doing more harm than good. With a

heart of thanksgiving, let’s address the issues.

Our Broken Family

We are currently the most divided faith group on earth,
and there isn’t a close second. If you think I'm exaggerating,
name another religion with more than two or three factions.
We have thousands of denominations and ministries, each
believing their theology or methodology is superior. The sad-
dest part of this is that our Savior was crucified to end our
divisions, commands us to be united, and says we will impact
the world when we become one.

We can’t just go back to our various circles and continue
our discussions about how deceived our brothers and sisters
are. It’s time to try something different. What if we each
made it our goal to strive for a level of humility we've never

had? We could spend our circle time on our knees crying
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out to the God of truth, begging Him to expose any pride or
deception that has crept into our own lives.

We need to stop thinking that our primary duty toward our
fellow believers is to critique them. It’s not. Our primary duty
is to love them. Paul says we owe a debt of love to each other
(Rom. 13:8). Yet it seems we invest far more time in learning
than loving. Honestly evaluate the amount of time you spend
acquiring information compared to the amount of time you
spend asking God to increase your love for His children.

We have been treating our divisions like our national
debt. It worsens every minute, but it doesn’t affect our daily
lives so we don’t feel an urgency to change it. That’s at the
root of the problem: we can’t stop thinking about ourselves.
We have forgotten how our divisions affect God and an
unbelieving world. Our casual, dismissive attitude toward

unity is incredibly dangerous for three reasons:

1. God is disgusted with it.
2. The world is confused by it.
3. It could be evidence that the Holy Spirit

is not in us.

Tremble

I don’t want this book to be my efforts at talking you out

of division. That won’t last. The wisdom to refrain from
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unloving speech has to start with a fear of God and His com-

mands. In Isaiah 66, God says:

Thus says the LORD:
“Heaven is my throne,
and the earth is my footstool;
what is the house that you would build for me,
and what is the place of my rest?
All these things my hand has made,
and so all these things came to be,
declares the LORD.
But this is the one to whom I will look:
he who is humble and contrite in spirit

and trembles at my word.” (vv. 1-2)

Whom does God look to? The humble person who
trembles ar His word!

You're about to read through some Scriptures regarding
unity. Before you do so, take a moment to remember that
these Scriptures are sacred commands from a terrifying God.
Some of you may have been taught to tremble at commands
regarding sexual immorality but not the ones demanding
unity. Unity has been looked at as a cute topic for those who
don’t have the theological expertise to look into deeper issues.
Unity has been viewed as a soft option for those who don’t

care about truth. I urge you to let go of any of that mentality
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and simply tremble at each verse before a Holy God. Only
when we take Scripture seriously will we understand that
God cares more about unity than any human being ever has.

I am convinced that if you tremble at these Scriptures,
you won’t even have to read the rest of the book. I pray that
God would choose to pour His grace out as you read His
commands. I would love to hear from readers, “I never got

past the introduction. It was all I needed.”

There are six things that the LORD hates,
seven that are an abomination to him:
haughty eyes, a lying tongue,
and hands that shed innocent blood,

a heart that devises wicked plans,
feet that make haste to run to evil,

a false witness who breathes out lies,
and one who sows discord among brothers.

—Proverbs 6:16-19

[ do not ask for these only, but also for those
who will believe in me through their word,
that they may all be one, just as you, Father,
are in me, and I in you, that they also may be
in us, so that the world may believe that you
have sent me. The glory that you have given

me I have given to them, that they may be one
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even as we are one, I in them and you in me,
that they may become perfectly one, so that the
world may know that you sent me and loved
them even as you loved me.

—John 17:20-23

I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you
to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to
which you have been called, with all humility
and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love, eager to maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body
and one Spirit—just as you were called to the
one hope that belongs to your call—one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of
all, who is over all and through all and in all.
—Ephesians 4:1-6

But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dis-
sensions, and quarrels about the law, for they
are unprofitable and worthless. As for a person
who stirs up division, after warning him once
and then twice, have nothing more to do with
him, knowing that such a person is warped and
sinful; he is self-condemned.

—Titus 3:9-11
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For as many of you as were baptized into Christ
have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
—Galatians 3:27-28

Who are you to pass judgment on the servant
of another? It is before his own master that he
stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the
Lord is able to make him stand.

—Romans 14:4

I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and
that there be no divisions among you, but that
you be united in the same mind and the same
Judgment.

—1 Corinthians 1:10

So if there is any encouragement in Christ,
any comfort from love, any participation in
the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, com-
plete my joy by being of the same mind, having
the same love, being in full accord and of one
mind.

—Philippians 2:1-2

21
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Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in
questions of food and drink, or with regard to a
festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are a
shadow of the things to come, but the substance
belongs to Christ. Let no one disqualify you,
insisting on asceticism and worship of angels,
going on in detail abour visions, puffed up
without reason by his sensuous mind, and not
holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole
body, nourished and knit rogether through its
Joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that
is from God.

—Colossians 2:16-19

Now may our God and Father himself, and our
Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, and may the
Lord make you increase and abound in love for
one another and for all, as we do for you, so that
he may establish your hearts blameless in holi-
ness before our God and Father, at the coming
of our Lord Jesus with all his sains.

—1 Thessalonians 3:11-13

The aim of our charge is love that issues from
a pure heart and a good conscience and a sin-

cere faith. Certain persons, by swerving from
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these, have wandered away into vain discus-
sion, desiring to be teachers of the law, without
understanding either what they are saying or
the things about which they make confident
assertions.

—1 Timothy 1:5-7

If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does
not agree with the sound words of our Lord
Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with
godliness, he is puffed up with conceit and under-
stands nothing. He has an unbealthy craving for
controversy and for quarrels about words, which
produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions,
and constant friction among people who are
depraved in mind and deprived of the truth,
imagining that godliness is a means of gain.

—1 Timothy 6:3-5

Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant con-
troversies; you know that they breed quarrels.
And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome
but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently
enduring evil, correcting his opponents with
gentleness.

—2 Timothy 2:23-25
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But the wisdom from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy
and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And
a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by
those who make peace.

—James 3:17-18

Whoever says he is in the light and hates his
brother is still in darkness. Whoever loves his
brother abides in the light, and in him there
is no cause for stumbling. But whoever hates
his brother is in the darkness and walks in the
darkness, and does not know where he is going,
because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

—1 John 2:9-11

In this is love, not that we have loved God
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if
God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. No one has ever seen God; if we love
one another, God abides in us and his love is
perfected in us.

—1 John 4:10-12
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Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called sons of God.

—Matthew 5:9

Please don’t be afraid to take these commands literally. It
has become the case that if I take a biblical statement about
sexual behavior literally, I'm called a conservative and my
stance is considered “biblical.” But, sadly, if I take one of
these biblical statements about avoiding disunity or pursuing
oneness literally, I'm called a liberal and my stance is consid-
ered soft and cowardly and compromising.

That’s wrong. We all have to make choices about which
parts of the Bible are meant to be taken literally. All of us. I
can’t tell you every passage that is meant to be taken purely
literally. (Selling all your possessions? Plucking out your eye?
Wearing head coverings?) ButI can tell you that 'm extremely
confident that Jesus’ commands to love and be unified and to

avoid controversy are meant to be taken literally.

Witness

Have you ever considered how outsiders must view us? Try
to imagine an unbeliever going online and trying to make
sense of all the different denominations, church splits,

competitive advertising, and open slander. It would look
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like my family screaming frantically at each other while
walking through an orphanage to meet kids wanting adop-
tion. There is a reason people aren’t anxious to join our
family. What picture of God are we showing to the world?
If the church is supposed to be a reflection of the image of
God and the aroma of Christ to those who are perishing,
it is no wonder that people are not attracted. Don’t try to
comfort yourself with verses like John 15:18: “If the world
hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you.”
The world currently hates us not because we resemble Jesus
but because we don’t. We are arrogant and there is a serious
disconnect between our beliefs and actions.

Scripture teaches that our influence on the world is
directly tied to the unity we display. Meanwhile, we con-
tinue to publicly degrade one another, oblivious to how we
appear to the world. We continue to draw lines that make
sense to us but not to those watching. Does this bother
you? Don’t forget that we are talking about real people
headed for a real Hell. Don’t just lump everyone into some
vague group. We are talking about your friends, cousins,
children, and neighbors. They are all glad that Christianity
works for you, but they don’t see any need to be “saved”
by Jesus. They don’t even believe in a Judgment Day.
According to Scripture, that would change if the Church

were united.
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Scripture teaches that our
influence on the world is directly

tied to the unity we display.
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Only let your manner of life be worthy of the
gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see
you or am absent, [ may hear of you that you are
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striv-
ing side by side for the faith of the gospel, and not
[rightened in anything by your opponents. This
is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of
your salvation, and that from God.
—Philippians 1:27-28

It’s great that you share the gospel with those you love,
but it’s our unity that will cause them to actually believe your
words. Most of us would say that we would do anything to see
our loved ones know Jesus. Are you willing to make a serious
effort toward unity? How much humbling, repentance, and

suffering are you willing to endure to see the Church unified?

Salvation

If you find yourself apathetic toward the commands of God
for unity and unconcerned with how this appears to the
world, you might have a bigger problem. It’s possible that the
Holy Spirit is not in you, that you are not really saved. Does
that sound like a shocking statement? It shouldn’t. Scripture
is clear about the marks of a true believer and the fruit that

flows out of a life indwelt by the Holy Spirit:
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Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual
immorality, impurity, sensualiry, idolatry,
sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger,
rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunken-
ness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you,
as [ warned you before, that those who do such
things will not inherit the kingdom of God. But
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no law.

—Galatians 5:19-23

I want you to take a close look at the first list: the works
of the flesh. It’s easy to glance over it and check off enough
boxes to assure ourselves we have nothing to worry about.
I’'m not living in sexual immorality or drunkenness, and I've
never thought about becoming a sorcerer, so 'm good. But
have you ever noticed that enmity, strife, jealousy, anger,
rivalry, dissension, division, and envy are also on that list?
And have you ever really trembled at the warning that “those
who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God™?
God takes these sins seriously, much more seriously than we
do in the modern church, and if we do not change, we will
reap the consequences.

Now look at that second list—the one you probably have

memorized:
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But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness, self-control; against such things there is
no law.

—Galatians 5:22-23

I think this is a good time to remind you that just
because you believe a truth doesn’t guarantee you possess it.
“A. W. Tozer describes the textualist as a person who assumes
that because he affirms the Bible’s veracity, he automatically
possesses the things of which the Bible speaks.” Too many
people live as though affirming a biblical truth is equivalent
to having it in reality. Seminary can teach you how to memo-
rize a menu, but that doesn’t ensure you’ll ever taste the food.
It’s terrifying to think that Hell may have no shortage of
Bible teachers with good theology.

Back to Galatians: Paul is explaining the fruit that results
from a person rooted in the Spirit. Don’t treat this as I used
to—a checklist to find my weaknesses so I can work on
those areas. The point is that a good tree will produce good
fruit. This is what the Spirit will produce when He becomes
the new master of a person. Don’t get caught up in work-
ing harder to change the fruit of your life. Get to the root.
Why do words come out of your mouth that sound unkind,
ungentle, unloving? Jesus says the problem is not your mouth

but your heart (Matt. 12:34). If love, joy, peace, patience,
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kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control
are not flowing out of our hearts, it’s not because we aren’t
trying hard enough. It’s because we're not connected to the

Spirit of God. It’s that serious.

End the Hopelessness

The situation that the Christian Church finds itself in appears
hopeless. We have tried holding events to promote unity, cre-
ating common doctrinal statements to build unity, and even
praying for unity. Nothing has worked because we are not
getting to the root issue. We think the problem is differences
in theology or practice, so we spend a lot of time arguing
about different passages in Scripture. We believe unity will
only happen once we convert the other side to our opinion.
In reality, our divisions are caused by much deeper issues:
our conflicting desires (James 4), our propensity for jealousy
and selfish ambition, which leads to “disorder and every vile
practice” (James 3), and ultimately the immaturity of our
faith. Too many people call themselves Christian who have
never experienced a deep connection with God. Because so
few people have experienced His love, even fewer are able
to share it. If our relationship with God is robotic or non-
existent, our bond of love with others will be equally weak.
When love is shallow, all it takes is something as trivial as a

disagreement to divide us.
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I know I will be mocked for my simplicity, but love really
is the answer. Somehow, as we have advanced in our sophis-
ticated theological discussions, we have stopped growing in
our love for God and each other. Yet Jesus said that love for
God and love for our neighbor are literally the most impor-
tant things (Mark 12:28-31). There is a hope for unity, but
until you are willing to accept the simplicity of it, we will
continue to divide.

A miracle was supposed to happen when the Holy Spirit
entered our bodies: we were supposed to yield the fruit of
supernatural love for each other. It didn’t happen. In fact, the
opposite did. If there truly is one unity-loving Spirit leading
us, it makes no sense that we are becoming more and more
divided. So either the Spirit never entered some of us, or we
have done a masterful job of suppressing Him. No matter
how many Bible verses you know and how well you can teach
the Scriptures, you have to be willing to examine the fruit of
your life to see if the Spirit has truly entered you.

After honest examination, you may discover that you are
not as humble and loving as you thought. If you don’t really
love people that deeply, it could be because you haven’t expe-
rienced the love of Christ deeply. There may be an arrogance
or emptiness in your soul that has caused more division than
you realize. It might not be everyone else’s fault after all.
Will you humble yourself to admit the possibility of pride in

your life that requires repentance? This could turn out to be



Introduction 33

the greatest discovery of your life. Humility and repentance
always lead to life and grace. It could be that repenting of our
pride will lead to a vibrant love relationship with God and

others, resulting in a fullness of life that we've never tasted.

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humil-
ity, meekness, and patience, bearing with one
another and, if one has a complaint against
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And
above all these put on love, which binds every-
thing together in perfect harmony. And let the
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in one body.
—Colossians 3:12-15

Throughout the Scriptures, we see God place people in
seemingly impossible situations. He then moves miracu-
lously to display His power (e.g., parting the Red Sea, raising
Lazarus from the dead, etc.). As our divisions increase and
deepen, we find ourselves again in a situation that requires a
miracle. Now seems to be the perfect time for God to answer
the prayer that Christ prayed for oneness (John 17). While
some people in the church add to the division, I believe there

is a much greater army of believers who are done with all the
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needless fights and factions. There are swarms of saints on
their knees praying like Christ that we would become one.
There are men and women with childlike faith who are will-
ing to pay the price to fight for unity. Most importantly, we
have a God who performed the most loving act in history
because He wanted us to be one with Him. Why wouldn’t
we believe that He would move now to make His children

one with each other?



Chapter 1

It's What the
Trinity Wants

“Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.”

What comes to mind when you read those words from
Genesis 1:262 Have you ever meditated on this? It is one of
those verses I had known for years but never really explored.
As a result, I never thought about what an outrageous honor
it is to be created in the likeness of God! I spent many hours
fixated on my own sin and weaknesses, but I never took time
to marvel at being made like Him.

Most Bible teachers agree that “us” and “our” are used
because God is speaking as a Trinity. Genesis 1:2 explains

that the Spirit was present at creation. John 1:1-3 tells us that
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Jesus was active in creating all things. In a sacred moment,
God says, “Let us make man in our image.” I would encour-
age you to literally spend hours just meditating on this single
phrase. Even now, I strongly urge you to spend a few minutes
meditating on it after begging Him to enlighten you. The
rest of the book can wait. In fact, the rest of this book will
make much more sense if you allow the Holy Spirit to take
you into a deep meditation of this verse.

When was the last time you heard someone express fasci-
nation over being created in His image? James warns us to be
careful how we speak to the people around us because those
people are made in God’s image: “No human being can tame
the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it
we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people
who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth
come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought
not to be so” (James 3:8—10).

We are made in the image of God! Most people know
that it’s true but don’t realize that it’s sacred. Thinking only
in the physical, they might picture God looking like a larger
version of themselves. That’s what the Greeks did with their
gods and demigods. Is that really what the Bible is talking
about here? I think we would all agree that it goes far deeper
than physical appearance. Jesus explained to a woman from

Samaria that “God is spirit, and those who worship him
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must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). What does it
mean to be made in the image of a God who is spirit? While
being created in His image may involve something physical,
it seems more likely that being His image bearers has more to

do with things we cannot see.

Created in the Image of the
Trinity

Assuming you believe in the Trinity, have you ever thought
about the implications of being created in the image of one
God who exists as three Persons? We have a God who exists
eternally in perfect relationship. What does that mean for us
as people made in His image? We want to be careful not to
speculate about something so sacred, but Jesus gives us quite
a bit of insight in John 14-17. It seems we were created in
such a way that we are capable of attaining oneness with God
and each other.

Jesus explains to Philip that anyone who has seen Him
has seen His Father (14:9). This is one of the most confusing
claims in history. It’s a concept with no earthly parallel,
so it sounds contradictory. To confuse matters even more,
Jesus tells the disciples that He will send another Counselor
who will actually reside “in” them (vv. 16—17). This whole

discourse from Jesus stretches our minds and forces us to
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see ourselves as more than just physical beings. In verse 23,
He tells us that He and the Father will make Their home in
us. In 15:4, Jesus tells us to live in Him and He will live in
us. In John 17:20-23, He says the following:

I do not ask for these only, but also for those
who will believe in me through their word,
that they may all be one, just as you, Father,
are in me, and I in you, that they also may be
in us, so that the world may believe that you
have sent me. The glory that you have given
me I have given to them, that they may be one
even as we are one, I in them and you in me,
that they may become perfectly one, so that the
world may know that you sent me and loved

them even as you loved me.

In some real way, I am currently in Jesus, the Spirit is
in me, and the Father and Son make Their home in me.
Did you take that in? It’s an insane statement that would
be blasphemous if it didn’t come from God’s own words! In
addition to that, Jesus’ prayer is that every believer will join
in this same perfect oneness that the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit have enjoyed for all eternity. We were created in His

image, so we can join in this unity.
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We need to spend more time meditating on mysteries
like this. It is true that God “dwells in unapproachable
light, whom no one has ever seen or can see” (1 Tim. 6:16),
and yet we can live in Him as He lives in us. Somehow
we can be “filled with all the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:19),
and “become partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4).
These statements do not come from a human desire to make
ourselves like God—these are God’s statements about us!
Sit in silence and ask God to give you a glimpse of what He
means in those verses.

We are invited into something deeper than what the
Israelites experienced (Ex. 19:16-20). They stood at the base
of the mountain and watched Moses ascend into the pres-
ence of God. Moses had the honor of speaking to God and
hearing God answer him in thunder. As mind-blowing as
that scene is, we are invited into something deeper. We are
not just standing on the outside and staring at a Person in
adoration. He calls us to actually enter Him, be filled with
Him, and partake of Him. We were created in such a way
that this is possible. Belief in the atoning death of Christ
recreates us to make this a reality (2 Cor. 5:17). His desire is
to be perfectly one with you, but not just you. The prayer of
Christ is that His creation would enjoy what they were cre-
ated for—a perfect unity between Father, Son, Holy Spirit,

and all whom Jesus saved.
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We worship a God who desires
unity with His children and

between His children.



It’s What the Trinity Wants 41

The Father Who Hates Division

He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has
made to dwell in us.

—James 4:5

This is another one of those verses that requires deep
prayer and meditation to comprehend. It takes tremendous
faith to believe that Almighty God could have such a strong
desire for us. Do you believe that you have a heavenly Father
who “yearns jealously” for you? He created Adam and Eve to
walk with Him in the garden, and He created us to not only
walk with Him but 7z Him. He yearns jealously for this.

Parents might get a small taste of God’s emotions with
their own children. You produce a life, knowing that the
baby will one day have the freedom to ignore you and live
independently if he or she chooses. Everything in you hopes
this child will want to stay connected. Part of you wants
to demand it because you want it so badly, but you know
that isn’t love. The heartbreak parents feel when their child
wants to live independent of them is a fraction of what the
Creator feels. Imagine how He feels knowing that some of
His children wish He didn’t exist. They’re busy and tired of
trying to squeeze in a token visit as their duty. Their desire
to ignore Him is so strong that they convince themselves

He’s not real. Romans 1 explains that though they know
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He exists, they suppress the truth. That’s how badly they
want freedom from Him.

We worship a God who desires unity with His children
and between His children. He sent His Son to bring His
children together under His care. No good father wants to
see separation between his children. As a father of seven,
it would crush me to see any of my children rejected and
separated from the others. It would anger me to see any of
my children being divisive. In God’s list of things He hates
(Prov. 6:16-19), He places greatest emphasis on “one who
sows discord among brothers.” He calls it an “abomination”
That should stop you dead in your tracks. You should be
examining your own life right now to see if you are guilty
of something that Almighty God hates so much. If you can
casually read on to the next paragraph, you have a serious
problem.

[ am guilty of having sowed discord. Even now, as I study
all these passages about division, I am embarrassed by my
lack of remorse. Only a redemptive God with grace beyond
comprehension could be this patient with me and still use
me to teach about unity. I have spent most of my Christian
life wishing that certain pockets of Christians did not exist. I
even had the audacity to pray for the deaths of certain people
because I thought their removal would benefit His Kingdom

on earth. I was not just a run-of-the-mill arrogant person.
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That’s next-level stuff! Think about the pride it requires to
come before an omniscient God to share that kind of idea.

I was too quick to label people as false teachers, warning
believers to keep their distance from them. While there is a
time to warn others about false teachers, there is also a time
to do your homework. By being too quick to judge, I have
made costly mistakes. I jumped on bandwagons that were
popular in my theological circle, attacking men and women
whom I now know to be God’s beloved children.

Proverbs paints this as more than a “mistake.” All of that
was an “abomination” to Him.

Maybe I was cunning enough to refrain from openly
slandering them in public, but 'm sure my heart attitude
spilled out of my mouth. None of us are as good at faking
love as we think. Besides, just because my statements weren’t
made in public doesn’t mean God hated it less. Every unkind
word spoken in private about one of His children was heard
by Him. It really wasn’t private, and I doubt I would have
said those things if I had been aware of their Dad’s presence
in the room. Sometimes the secret conversations are the most
dangerous. They seed deeper-rooted division in a person, who
then passes on the slander. That’s unholy discipleship. God
hates it.

Praise God for the cross! Now would be a fitting time

to worship Him for His mercy. All of my abominable acts
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were placed on Jesus at the cross. Jesus died to pay for our

divisiveness and to lead us toward unity.

The Son Who Died to Bring Us
Together

How can so many of us miss the importance of unity when
i’s the whole point of the cross? Jesus suffered and died to
unite us with the Father and with each other. To disregard
unity is to disparage the cross. In speaking about the way the
Romans ate controversial foods without considering how it
affected their fellow believers, Paul says that these Christians
were actually “destroy[ing] the one for whom Christ died”
(Rom. 14:15). He couldn’t have stated it more strongly!
It draws on the same truth he explains in great detail in

Ephesians:

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were
Jar off have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has
made us both one and has broken down in his
flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolish-
ing the law of commandments expressed in
ordinances, that he might create in himself
one new man in place of the two, so making

peace, and might reconcile us both to God in



It’s What the Trinity Wants 45

one body through the cross, thereby killing the
hostility. And he came and preached peace to
you who were far off and peace to those who
were near. For through him we both have
access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you
are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are
fellow citizens with the saints and members of
the household of God, built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus him-
self being the cornerstone, in whom the whole
structure, being joined together, grows into a
holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are
being built rogether into a dwelling place for
God by the Spirit.

—Ephesians 2:13-22

Everyone in Heaven stares at Jesus in awe. Thousands of
years after first believing, they continue to marvel at Him.
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain” (Rev. 5:12). People who
once hated each other are praising in unison. One sacred
act brings them to their knees in adoration, where they find
themselves kneeling beside those they used to dislike.

I find myself writing and deleting, writing and deleting,
in this section. It’s because there’s nothing to add to Ephesians
2:13-22. There isn’t anything confusing in the passage that

needs explaining. It says it all. Please read it again slowly and
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prayerfully. It is supernatural and should lead you into a time

of deep praise and repentance.

The Spirit Who Grieves Our
Divisions

Most Christians know that the Holy Spirit is a Person, but
they still tend to treat Him like an impersonal force. We have
a lot of discussions about what He does and does not do,
lots of debates about what the Scriptures say about Him. I
find that one thing is missing from most of these discussions
about the Holy Spirit: fear.

Think back to the last few times you spoke about the
Holy Spirit. Was there a reverence in your tone as you dared
speak about a God who is far more powerful than you can
imagine? Did you speak with a humility that showed that His
ways were far beyond your comprehension? I am so embar-
rassed about having partaken in casual and even arrogant
debates about Him. I have spoken about Him as though I
were some kind of expert on Him. Think about the level of
pride and ignorance required for a human being to think he
could speak as an expert on the Holy Spirit. It’s absolutely

ridiculous! Thank you, Lord, for your mercy.

From the throne came flashes of lightning, and
rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the
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throne were burning seven torches of fire, which
are the seven spirits of God.

—Revelation 4:5

I have no idea what it will be like the first time I see Jesus,
and I'm completely clueless as to what my first encounter
with the Holy Spirit will be like. To even try to imagine it
feels like we are walking on holy ground. It is sacred to speak
about Him.

I remember the first time I read that the Holy Spirit
could be grieved (Eph. 4:30). I was confused. I was one of
those people who didn’t treat the Holy Spirit as a Person,
even though I knew theologically that He is. Even in the
times | was fully aware of His Personhood, I assumed that
His infinite power precluded Him from grieving. Scripture

refutes that.

Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths,
but only such as is good for building up, as firs
the occasion, that it may give grace to those who
hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God,
by whom you were sealed for the day of redemp-
tion. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger
and clamor and slander be pur away from you,
along with all malice.

—Ephesians 4:29-31
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Jesus died to pay for our
divisiveness and to lead

us toward unity.
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The Holy Spirit grieves, and Paul speaks of His grieving
in the context of our divisive words and actions. Have you
ever thought seriously about the truth that your words could
grieve a Holy God? This should affect us deeply.

If the Spirit is grieved and the Spirit dwells in me, I would
be feeling that grief. You can’t separate it and say, “Well, the
Spirit is grieved but 'm fine. I have thicker skin.”

There’s a serious problem if the Spirit is grieving our divi-

sion yet we feel fine about it.

Help Me Feel What You Feel

It is only recently that the Lord has given me wisdom to
pray, “Help me feel what You feel.” I saw so many instances
in Scripture where godly people felt what God felt and
ungodly ones did not. God has never been a God who merely
wanted us to intellectually believe truths and begrudgingly
obey commands. He wants true love—the kind of love
where you become so perfectly one that you begin to feel
what He feels. In fact, this is one of the reasons the Spirit
dwells in us. His indwelling creates an inseparable oneness.
The more your spirit gets intertwined with His, the more
you will feel what He feels, love what He loves, grieve over
what grieves Him.

Oddly, Ezekiel 9:4 and Revelation 9:4 both speak
about God marking the foreheads of His people so they are
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protected from the judgments that will fall on the rest of
mankind. This is similar to what happened in Egypt when
the destroying angel passed over the homes sealed with the
blood of the lamb. We need to pay attention to these patterns
in the actions of God. Notice how Ezekiel describes those

who were sealed:

And the LORD said to him, “Pass through the
city, through Jerusalem, and pur a mark on the
Jforeheads of the men who sigh and groan over
all the abominations that are committed in it.”
And to the others he said in my hearing, “Pass
through the city after him, and strike. Your eye
shall not spare, and you shall show no pity. Kill
old men outright, young men and maidens, little
children and women, but touch no one on whom
is the mark. And begin at my sanctuary.” So they
began with the elders who were before the house.

—Ezekiel 9:4—6

The ones who escaped the wrath of God were those who “sigh
and groan over all the abominations that are committed in it.”
The seal was reserved for those whose hearts matched God’s
in sighing and groaning over the sins surrounding them.
Lot was an interesting character in the Old Testament,

but Peter speaks of his soul being grieved as well:
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[God] rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed
by the sensual conduct of the wicked (for as that
righteous man lived among them day after day,
he was tormenting bis righteous soul over their
lawless deeds that he saw and heard).. ..

—2 Peter 2:7-8

He was “greatly distressed” by the sin of the world
around him. His “righteous soul” was “torment[ed].” We
spend our days in a very ungodly time. We can’t allow our
souls to become indifferent or calloused to the evil around
us. Though it is easier to ignore what’s going on in the world,
God was pleased with Lot because he allowed his soul to be
tormented. He felt what God felt.

Follow me on this a bit longer. God commanded Ezekiel
to groan “with breaking heart and bitter grief” over what
was happening to His people (21:6). Through the prophet
Zephaniah, God promised to gather the remnant of His peo-
ple who mourned over the wickedness of the earth (3:18). In
Revelation, He praised the church in Ephesus because “you
hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate” (2:2—06).
Nehemiah wept over the ruin of God’s city and people (Neh.
1:4; 2:2-3), and David “shed streams of tears” because people
were not keeping God’s law (Ps. 119:136). At the conclusion
of the book of Jonah, God confronted His reluctant prophet

because he was unwilling to share the pity that God had for
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the wayward nation of Nineveh (4:10-11). Amos rebuked the
people for enjoying themselves but refusing to grieve over the
ruin of God’s people (6:4—06).

Sometimes when Lisa and I watch a movie together, we
have very different reactions. It’s jarring to be totally bored
by a movie and then to look over at Lisa and see that she’s
crying her eyes out!

I believe something like this often happens between
Christ and His Bride. God has told us what He cares about
most. He’s spelled out for us the things that actually cause
Him grief, that make Him weep. And yet here we are,
disregarding the unity His Son gave His life to secure and
attacking each other over things that are irrelevant! This sce-
nario happens all the time. The things that bother us are not
the things that bother God. Meanwhile, He is disturbed by
things to which we seem indifferent.

God, help us feel whar You feel. Align our desires with Yours.





