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God Creates Space and Light
Genesis 1

IN THE BEGINNING GOD created the heavens and the earth.  
The earth was formless and empty, and darkness covered the  
deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface  
of the waters.

Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the 
light was good. Then he separated the light from the darkness. God called 
the light “day” and the darkness “night.”

And evening passed and morning came, marking the first day.

Then God said, “Let there be a space between the waters, to separate the 
waters of the heavens from the waters of the earth.” And that is what 
happened. God made this space to separate the waters of the earth from the 
waters of the heavens. God called the space “sky.”

And evening passed and morning came, marking the second day.

Genesis 1:1–8 (nlt)
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God’s Rainbow of Promise
Genesis 9

OD TOLD NOAH and his sons, “I hereby confirm my covenant 
with you and your descendants, and with all the animals that 
were on the boat with you—the birds, the livestock, and all 
the wild animals—every living creature on earth. Yes, I am 

confirming my covenant with you. Never again will floodwaters kill all living 
creatures; never again will a flood destroy the earth.”

Then God said, “I am giving you a sign of my covenant with you and with all 
living creatures, for all generations to come. I have placed my rainbow in the 
clouds. It is the sign of my covenant with you and with all the earth. When I 
send clouds over the earth, the rainbow will appear in the clouds, and I will 
remember my covenant with you and with all living creatures. Never again 
will the floodwaters destroy all life. When I see the rainbow in the clouds, I 
will remember the eternal covenant between God and every living creature 
on earth.” Then God said to Noah, “Yes, this rainbow is the sign of the 
covenant I am confirming with all the creatures on earth.”

Genesis 9:8–17 (nlt)
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Rahab and the Spies  
Joshua 2

JOSHUA THE SON OF NUN sent two men from Shittim to go in secret 
to learn about the land. He said to them, “Go and spy out the land, 
and Jericho.” So they went and came to the house of Rahab, a woman 
who sold the use of her body, and they stayed there. Then the king of 

Jericho was told, “See, men of Israel have come here to spy out the land.” So 
the king of Jericho sent word to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have 
come to you and have gone into your house. For they have come to spy out 
all the land.” But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She 
said, “Yes, the men came to me. But I did not know where they were from.”

••
And she said to the men,

“Now I have shown you kindness. So I beg of you, promise me by the 
Lord that you will show kindness to those of my father’s house. Give me 
something to show that you will be faithful. Do not kill my father and 
mother and my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them. Save us 
from death.” So the men said to her, “Our life for yours! If you do not tell 
anyone what we are doing, we will be faithful and show you kindness when 
the Lord gives us the land.”

Then she let them down by a rope through the window. She lived in her 
house that was built on top of the city wall.

Joshua 2:1–4, 9, 12–15 (nlv)
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Jesus Is Born
Luke 2

T THAT TIME THE ROMAN EMPEROR, Augustus, decreed that 

a census should be taken throughout the Roman Empire. (This 

was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.) All returned to their own ancestral towns to register for 

this census. And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had 

to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from 

the village of Nazareth in Galilee. He took with him Mary, to whom he was 

engaged, who was now expecting a child.

And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. She gave 

birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no lodging available for them.

Luke 2:1–7 (nlt)
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A Special Announcement
Luke 2

T HAT NIGHT THERE WERE SHEPHERDS staying in the fields 

nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the 

Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory 

surrounded them. They were terrified, but the angel reassured 

them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring 

great joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been 

born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! And you will recognize him by 

this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a 

manger.”

Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of 

heaven—praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in highest heaven,

and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.”

Luke 2:8–14 (nlt)
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Jesus Welcomes Children
Matthew 18 and 19

BOUT THAT TIME the disciples came to Jesus and asked,  

“Who is greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven?”

Jesus called a little child to him and put the child among them. 

Then he said, “I tell you the truth, unless you turn from your 

sins and become like little children, you will never get into the Kingdom of 

Heaven. So anyone who becomes as humble as this little child is the greatest 

in the Kingdom of Heaven.

“And anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my behalf is  

welcoming me.”

•  JESUS BLESSES THE CHILDREN •
One day some parents brought their children to Jesus so he could lay his 

hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples scolded the parents for 

bothering him.

But Jesus said, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the 

Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like these children.” And he 

placed his hands on their heads and blessed them before he left.

Matthew 18:1–5; 19:13–15 (nlt)
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The Transfiguration
Matthew 17

IX DAYS LATER JESUS took Peter and the two brothers, James 

and John, and led them up a high mountain to be alone. As the 

men watched, Jesus’ appearance was transformed so that his 

face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as 

light. Suddenly, Moses and Elijah appeared and began talking with Jesus.

Peter exclaimed, “Lord, it’s wonderful for us to be here! If you want, I’ll make 

three shelters as memorials—one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”

But even as he spoke, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from 

the cloud said, “This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy. Listen 

to him.” The disciples were terrified and fell face down on the ground.

Then Jesus came over and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 

And when they looked up, Moses and Elijah were gone, and they saw  

only Jesus.

As they went back down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Don’t  

tell anyone what you have seen until the Son of Man has been raised  

from the dead.”

Matthew 17:1–9 (nlt)




