
Eve 
Tempted to Want More • • • 

' 
Letrs look at the lrfe of a very special young lady. She had It all, but she wanted more 

In her pursuit, she gave in to temptatlon and faced a much m,ore challenging life. 

No other woman has ever had the privilege Eve enjoyed of walking and talking with God in 

a p erfect environmen t. Eve had more than any woman has ever had since-a problem-free 

life, everything she needed, and a perfect marriage. And yet she wanted more! 

Satan, d!sguised as a serpent, convinced Eve to eat of the one tree God had declared off 
limits! She wanied more knowledge, power, and wisdom- to be like God. Therefore, "she saw 

that the tree was be.,utiful and its fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would 
give her. So she took some of the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, who was 

with her, and he ate rt, toe1' (Genesis 3:6). Eve saw, wanted, took, ate, and gave. Through Eve, 

temptation and lies, and then sin and death, entered the world (1 Timothy 2:14). But through ~er 
descendant-the Messiah, the Red e.emer, the Savior Jesus Christ-also came redemption from 

sin, Eve tc1sted the bitterness of personal sin and its consequences, but she also experienced 
God's goodness, provision, and protection (Genesis 3:21). 

BEWARE! -Sin is a lways around the corner. Temptation is a part of daily life. "Stay alert! 

Watch out for your gre at enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for 

someone to devour. Stand firm against him, a nd be strong in your fa ith" (1 Peter 5:8- 9). 

BEL/f:VE-Never doubt God's Word, His character, o r His love. Satan spoke harmful lies 
abo1.1t God and twisted His Word, but God had always taken care of Eve and Adam, and 

God always would. Like David, you can know and declare, "The LQRD is my shepherd; I have 
1111 that I neeq" (Psalm 23:1). 

TRUST-You can count on God's faithfulness and forgiveness. Rely o n j-lis promises, and 

have faith in Hts goodness. God is faithful to always provide a way out so that you aren't 
swallowed by your circ·umstances (1 Corinthians 10:13). 

Your ltfe is significant! Although you share Eve's sentence of physical death {Romans 
5 :12), you have spititua l life through Jesus and you can pass on thi s hope to other people. 

IMPORTANT DETAILS· First woman, wife, and moth1;r 

MfANING OF NAME: "Living" or "life-giving" 

MAIN TEXT: Genesis 2:1-5:S 

7 GENESIS 3- 4 

• Because many snakes in the Middle East are venomous, snakes are often seen as 
dangerous, crafty, and evil- creatures to be avoided at all costs. 

• The Hebrew term for a snake (nachash) was probably derived from the sound of a 
serpent's hiss. 

• It was Satar, in the form of a serpent (Reve1ation 12;9) who tempted Eve t~ commit the 
first sin on earth (Genesis 3:1-6). 

• That serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals th<1t (Jed had made (Genesis 3:1). 

• The patriarch Jacob, fn a very uncomplimentary prophecy, compared his son Dan to a ''viper 
along the path that bites the horse's hooves so its rider is thrown off" (Genesis 49;17). 

• John the Baptist called the religious leaders of Israel a brood of snakes (Matthew 3:7). 

until you return Lo the ground 
from which you were made. 

For you were 1nade from dust, 
and LO dust you will retun1." 

Paradise Lost: God's Judgment 
'"Then the man-Adarn-nan1ed his wife Eve, 
because she wou Id be the mother of alt who 
ljve." ' ' And the LoRD God made c lothing from 
anima l skins for Adam and his wife. 

22Then the LOR.D God said, "Look. lhe human 
beings* have become like us. knowing both goOd 
and evil. \Vhat if they reach out, take fruit from 
the tree of li fe, and cat it? ·n1en they will live for­
ever!" 2.1so the LoRD God banished them rro1n the 
Garden of Eden, and he sent Adam out to cultivate 
the ground fro1n which he J1ad been made. u After 
sending them out, the LoRD God stationed mighty 
chen1biln to the east of the Garden of Eden. And 
he placed a flaming sword that flashed back and 
fonh to guard the way to the tree or life. 

Cain and Abel 

4 Now Ada1n * had sexual relations wi th his 
\vife, Eve, and she became pregnant. When 

she gave birth to Cain, she said, '•With the LOR.D's 
belp, T have produced" a man! '' 'Later she gave 
birth Lo his brother and na1ned him Abel . 

\.Vhen they grew up, Abel became a shepherd. 
while Cain cultivated the ground. ·1When it was 
1i111e for the harvest, Cain pre-~e nted some of his 
crops as a gift to the LORD. 4 Abel also brought 
a gift-the best portions of the firstborn lambs 
from h is flock. The LoRD accepted Abel and his 

gift, shut he did not accept Cain and hi.s gift. This 
1nade Cain very angry. and he looked dejected. 

6 "Why are you so angry?" the Lo Ro asked 
Cain . "Why do you look. so dejected?' You will 
be accepted ii' you do what is 1igh1. But if you 
re fuse LO do what is right. the n watch out! Sin is 
c rouching at the door, eager to control you. But 
you must subdue it and be its master." 

R One day Cain suggested to his brother. 
"Let's go out into the fields."* And while they 
were in lbe field, Cain attacked his brothe r, 
Abel, and killed him, 

9 Afterward the LORD asked Cain, "Where is 
your brother? \Vhere is Abel?" 

" L don 't know," Cain responded. "Am I 111y 
brother's guardian?" 

10Bul the LORD said, "What have you done? 
Listen! Your brother's blood cries out to n1e fro1n 
the ground! "Now you are cursed and banished 
fro1n the ground , which has swallowed your 

• Cain (Genesis 4:1) 

• Abel {Genesis 4:2) 

• Seth (Genesis 4:25) 

• Many others: ''Adam ... had other sons 
and daughters," b ut their names are not 
revealed to us (Genesis 5:4). 

3:20 E,•e sounds like a Hebrew term thot means "to give l ife." 3:22 Or tire man,' Hebrew reads /ia-adom. 
4:la Or the mm,; also in 4:25. 4: l b Or/ have acquired. Cai11 sounds liken Hebrew term that can mean 
··produce" or --acquire: · 4:8 As in Samaritan Pcntaleucb. Greek and Syriac versions. and Lu1i11 Vu lgate: 
Ma:-orcLic ~ICxt lacks " Let 's go out imo the fie/tis.· • 
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Exodus 
'' So I have come down to rescue them fron, the power of the Egyptians 

and lead them out of Egypt into their own fertile and spacious land." (3:8) 

THEME: Deliverance • AUTHOR: Moses • SETTING; From Egypt to Mount Sinai 

From the final verse of Genesis to the first verse of the book of Exodus is a bout four hun• 

dred years in length. During those four centuries, the seventy members of Jacob's family 
(who settled with Joseph in Egypt in order to survive a severe famine) ,nultip lied to over two 

million peop le. A new pharaoh, who did not know Joseph. ru led the land and forced the 
Israelites to become slaves. Exo dus is a re-

cord of how God delivered His people from 

slavery in Egypt and led them to Mount 
Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments. 
There He gave them instruct ions on how to 

worship and serve Him as God. 

After being slaves for four hundred years, 

it was difficult for the Israelites to adjust to 
freedom. Slavery in Egypt had its benefits. 

Egypt was the center of the world at that 
time, and all the wealth and learning of the 

world found its way to Egypt. Even though the 

Israelites were harshly treated, they did have 
food and shelter. After being delivered from 

Egyptian bondage, the children of Israel often 

WHERE TO FIND IT: 
The burning bush (Exodus 3:1-4:17) 

The ten plagues /Exodus 7·14 12:30) 
The death of Pharaoh and his army 

(Exodus 14:15-28) 

The provision of manna (Ei<0dus 16) 

The principle of delegation 
(Exodus 18:1-27) 

The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17) 

The worship of the gold calf 
(E><odus 32.1-35) 

looked back on their days of slavery with longing, forgetting that they had been treated badly. 

LIFE APPLICATION: As God did with the Israelites, He exte nds to you deliverance from 

slavery-slavery to sin-through the shed blood o f God's perfect lamb, the lord Jesus Christ. 

But, like the Israelites, you will often be tempted to look back, longing for the pleasures of 

sin while forg etting the harsh cruelty of living as a slave to sin. Let Exodus remind you of your 
deliverance. Keep looking forward! Keep remembering the g lory of God and His Son's victory 
over your sin. 

MEMORY VERSES: Exodus 4:12; 15:11, 18; 20:12; 33:14 
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The Israelites in Egypt 

1 These arc the name,~ of the ~ons of Israe l 
(that is, Jacob) who moved lo Egypt with 

their father. each with his fan1i ly: 2Rcubcn, Sim­
eon, Levi, Judah, J[ssachar. Zebulun, Benjamin, 
'Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. ~In all, Jacob 
had seventy* descendants in Egypt, jncluding 
Joseph, who was already there. 

' Io time. Joseph and all of his brothers <lied, 
ending that entire generation. 'But their dC$CCll· 
dan1s, the Israelites, had many chlldren und grand­
chiJdren. in fact, lhey multiplied so greatly that they 
became cxtrenlely powerful and filled the land. 

"Eventual ly, a new king came lo power in Egypt 
who knew nothing about Joseph or what he had 
done. 9He said Lo his people. •'Look, the people 
of Israel now outnumber us and are strone:cr than 

~ 

we are. '"We must make a plan lo keep them from 
gro\ving even more. l f we don't, and if war breaks 
out, they will join ourenen1ies and light against us. 
Then they will escape from the country.,. .. 

11So the Egyptians made the 1sraelites U1eir 
slaves. They appointed brutal slave dri vers over 
them, hoping LO wear lhe1n down\, ilh cnL~hing 
labor. They forced them 10 build the citi es or 
Pithom and Rame~es as supply centers for the 
ki ng. "But the more th.: Egyptians oppressed 
them, the more lhe Israelites multi plied and 
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spread, and the more alar111ed the Eg)•ptians 
beca1nc. '~So the Egypti;ms worked the people 
of lsrael without mercy. 1-l>Jhey made their lives 
bitter, forcing then1 Lo mix mortai• and make 
bricks and do all the work in the fields. They 
were ruthless in all their de ml;lnds. 

'51'hen Pharaoh, the ki ng of Egypt, gave this 
order lo the Hebrew midwives, Shiphrah and 
Puah: " "When you help the Hebrew women as 
they give bil1h. watch as 1hey del iver.* If the 
baby i, a boy, ki II him; if it i~ a girl, let her li ve." 
"But because U1c n1idwives feared God, lhcy 
refused LO obey U1e king's orders. They alloweJ 
lhc boys 10 live. ton. 

18S0 the king of Egypt called for the 1nidwives. 
·' \Vhy have you done this?'· he demanded. "Why 
h,,ve you allowed the boys lO li ve?" 

" '·The Hebrew women ru-e not Ii ke the Egyp­
tian women, .. the midwives replied. "They arc 
1nore vigorous aod have the ir babies so quickly 
that wc can not get there in Li n1e." 

"'So God was good to the midwive.s, and the 
Israelites continaed to nn,Jtiply, growing more 
and more powerful. 11 And because 1he midwives 
feared God, he gave the m families of their own. 

12Then Pharaoh gave this order to all hi s 
people: "Throw every newborn Hebrew boy into 
the Nile River. But you 1nay le.I the girls live." 

I :5 Dca,I S..-a Scn•tb and Greek. version rC<J,l s, .,em;~Jivt. ,cc notes on Gen 46:27, I tl O Or 11•i// rnke rhe 
t ow11ry, 1: 16 Hebrew fool. "P" n rhe rwo srm,es; p,,,rhap~ llte l\:fcrcnrc is 10 a bi rthsloo l. 

• He was born to Amram and Jochebed. descendants of the tr1be of Levi. He had a sister 
named Miriam (EJ<odus 2:4; '15:20) and a brother, Aaron (Exodus 4;14). 

• Pharaoh's daughter gave Moses hi~ name (which means "drawn out'') because she 
literally drew him out of a basket float,ng on the waters of the Nrle River. 

• He was a prince o f Egypt, educated in all the knowledge of Egypt. 

• He is the only person in the Bible desc;ribed as having a face-to-face relc1tionship with 
God (Exodus 33:11), 

• He was chosen by God to lead the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt and into the 
land of Canaan (Exodus 3:10). 

• His friendship with God allowed him to intercede prayerfully for the people as a priest, 
to perforrn powerful 1T1iracles before Pl,araoh as God's prophet, and ro lead a great 
multitude effectively. 

• He received the Ten Commandments twice (Exodus 20:1-17; 34:1-10). 

• He authored the first five books of the Bible. 

• He was a dominant figure in the Bible and continues to be a central figure in Judaism lo this day. 

• He lived 120 years (Deuteronon1y 34:7). 
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the doors of the room and escaped down the 
latrine.* 

?<After Ehud was gone, tbe king's servants 
reLumed and found the doors Lo the upstairs 
room locked. They thought he might be using 
the latrine in Lhe room, " so Lhcy wai led. But 
when rhc king didn' t come out after a long de­
lay, they became concern.:d and got a key, And 
when they opened lhe doors, they found their 
maste r dead on the noor. 

16Whi le the servants were waiting, Ehud es­
caped. pas~ing the stone idols on his \Vay 10 
Seirah. l 7Whcn he arrived in the hill country of 
Ephraim, Shud sounded a call to arms. Then he 
led a band of Israe lites down from the hills. 

2'"Follow me: · ht: said, "forthel.oRC> has given 
you victory over Moah your enemy:· So they fol­
lowed hin1. And the lsrnelites took control of the 
shallow crossings of the Jordan River across From 
Moab, preventing anyone from crossing. 

2"1' hey attacked the Moabites and killed about 
10.000 or their strongest and most able-bodied 
warriors. Not one of them escaped. ·i()So Moab 
was conquered by Israe l !bat day. and there was 
peace in the land for eighty years. 

Shamgar Becomes Israel's Judge 
3'Aller Ehud, Shamgar son of Anath rescued 
Israel. He once killed 600 Phil istines with an 
ox goad. 

Deborah Becomes Israel's Judge 

4 After Ehud's death, the Israe lites again did 
evil in the LORD'S sight. 2So rhe LORD tu rned 

them over to Kin!.! Jabin of Hazor. a Canaanite -

king. The con1mander of his army was Sisera. 
who lived in Harosheth-haggoyi1n. ·'S isera, who 
had 900 iron chariots. ruth lessly oppressed the 
l ~raeli tes ror lwenty years. Then the people of 
Israel cried out to the LORD [or help. 

'Deborah, the wife of Lappidoth, was a 
prophet who was judging Israel at that time. 
5She would sit under the Palm of Deborah, be-
1:\veen Rainah and Bethel in the hill country of 
Ephraim, and the Israelites would go to ber for 
judgment. ' One day s he sent for Barak son of 
Abinoam. who lived in Kedesh in th.: land o f 
Naphtali. She said to him. "This is what lhe 
Lo1u1, the God of Israel, co mmands you: Ca'II 
out 10,000 warriors from the tribes of Naphtali 
and Zebulun at Mount Tabor.' And I will call out 
Sisera, commander of Jabin' army. along with 
his chariots and warriors, 10 the Kishon River. 
There I wi ll give you victory over him." 

lfBarak told her, " I will go, but on ly if you go 
with me." 

9"Very wen;· she replied, " I will go with you. 
But you will receive no honor in thi s venture, 
ror tbe LORD'S victory over Sisera \Viii be at 
the hands of a wo1nan." So Deborah went with 
Barak to Kedesh. '°At Kedesh, Barak calJed to­
getb.:r the tribes of Zebulun and Naphta li, and 
I 0,000 warriors went up with hin1. Deborah also 
went with hinJ. 

11 Now Heber the Kenite. a descendant of 
Moses' brother-in-law" Hob,1b, had moved away 
from the other ,nembers of his tribe and pitched 
his tent by the oak of Zaanannim near Kedesh. 

12When Sisera was to ld that Barak son of 
Abinoam had gone up to Mounl Tabor, 1·1he 

3:23 Or a11d we111 our through the /J<Jr/Jh: the meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain. 4: 11 Or / a1/,cr-i11-/aw. 

• Jac:ob escaped twice: first from his 
brother Esau (Genesis 27:4'1-45) and then 
from his father-in-law Laban (Genesis 31). 

• Moses escaped from Pharaoh after 
murdering an Egyptian (Exodus 2:'11- 15). 

• The Israelites escaped from Egypt when 
God miraculously parted the Red Sea 
(Exodus 13:17- 14:31). 

• Two Israelite spies escaped from Jericho 
with Rahab's help (Joshua 2). 

• Ehud escaped after killing Eglon. king of 
Moab (Judges 3:15-30), 

• Elijah escaped from Jezebel by running 
one hundred miles from Je-zreel to 
Beersheba (1 Kings 19:1-18). 

• Jonah escaped from a violent storm when 
God sent a great fish to swallow him 
(Jonah 1:17). 

• When the Jews were plotting to kill him, 
Saul (Paul) escaped from Damascus by 
being lovvered over the city wall in a 
basket (Acts 9:23-25). 

• An angel helped Peter escape from 
priser, (Acts 12:1- 11). 

Deborah 
A Virtuous Woman and a Remarkable Warrior 

about your 

What woi.ilcl 

Let's meet Deborah-a judge, a warrior, a leader, a songwriter. 

She knew how to live a remarkable life for God. 

The author of Proverbs describes a virtuous woman (verse 10), a nd in Deborah we find an 
e·xcellent example of this . A virtuous woman is a woma n who has power of mind (moral prin­

cip les and attitudes) and power of body (ability and effect iveness). 

Deborah, a great judge in Israel, had both. Being strong in mind and morals, Deborah 
judged a nd administered according to God's law and wise ly managed and counseled His 

people . And being strong in body, "Deborah went with Barak [to war]" (Judges 4:9). Debo­

rah called upon her complete store of mental toughness a nd physical e nergy. Such tough­
ness and energy are the primary tra its of a successful army, and they a lso characterized 

Deborah, God's prophetess and remarkable warrior! 

Dor.i't you, too, desire t o be a Deborah? Do )IOU want the word remarkable to describe 
your life? 

Your day-in, day-out duties call for you to possess significant p ower of mind and body. 

Mental toughness and physical energy will keep you from giving up, giving in, dropping 
out, or stopping s hort of God's goal for you. Like Deborah, se'rve as His remarkable warrior 

anywhere you are-at s chool , on the job, or at home! 
Do you want to do grea-t things for God? Then ask great things of God. Scripture says, 

"You don't have what you want because you don't ask God for it" (James 4:2). So ask for 
g reater strength and endurance, g re ater failh, wisdorn, and devotion. These qualities are a ll 
neede d on the path to greatness. 

Deborah needed alt of the above, and so do you! You, to<;>, can rnove through the chal­

lenges and d uties of life with valor, courage, endurance, and power-His power. 

Important Detail: The only female judge of Israel 

Meaning of Name: ''Been 

Main Text: Judge& 4-5 



The Labor of Love 
MATTHEW 20:28 

Regardless of how busy you are wrth work, family, friends, and activities, God wants you 
to serve and help others-just likeJes,us, the Son of Man, who •came not to be served but 
to serve others# (Matthew 20:28), 

First John 3:18 says we are not to "merely say that we love each other; let us show the 
truth by our actions," And love has work to do anywhere there are people, So roll up your 
sleeves and challenge yourself to do the labor of love. Keep your eyes open and your ear 
to the grbund to discover who needs your love each day, Then show God's love by your 
words, attitudes, and actions. 

Father, show me ways to put Your love into action. Please open my eyes to see, my ears. 
to hear, and my heart to show love. Amen. 

Read the Bible in one year: Matthew 19-20 

two so11s sit in plac.,es of honur ncx.l to you, 011e 
On your right and the other on your lef1:· 

??But Jesus answered by saying to them, "You 
don' t knnw what you are asking! Are you uble 
10 drink fro111 the bitter cup o r suffe ri11g I arn 
about to ddnk? 4 

.. Oh ye~:- tht'.y repl ied, "we are able'" 
'-'Jesus lo ld 1hcm, "Yo~• wi ll indeed drink 

from 1ny biller cup. But I have nn right LO say 
who wil l sit on my right or my lcft. My Father 
has prepared th<>Se places for the ones he has 
chosen,-

"'\¥hen tbe 1e11 other disciples heard what 
James and John hnd a~ked. they were indignant. 
2'ButJesus , ailed therr1 together and said . .. You 
know lhal the ruler~ in this world lord ii over 
1heir people, and officials flaunt their author­
ity over those under them. "Bui among you ii 
will he d ifferent. \Vhoever wants 10 he a leader 
mnong you 1nust be your servant, 11and ,vhoever 
wants lo be first among you must bccon,e your 
s lave. "'For even the Son of Man cmne not to be 
served but lo serve mhers and to give his Ii fe ai; 
a n1nso111 fu1· 111a11y." 

Jesus Heals Two Blind Men 
2'/As Jesus and the discirles left the town nf 
J1:rid10, a large crowd followed heh.ind. ""Two 
blind men were s i1ling bc,side the road. When 
they heard that Jesus was coining that ,\lay. 
1hey hegan shouting. "Lord, Son of David, have 
mercy on us!tt 

"1- a e quie1!" the crowd yelled at them. 

N ext devotional! p. 1163 

But they only shouted louder, "Lord, Son of 
Duvid. have rnerey on us 1·· 

31Wben Jesus hi.:ard lhcm, he slopped and 
t,-alled, ·'What do you wane me 10 do for yon?" 

l.'"Lord.' ' they said, "we want to see!'' 3'Jesu~ 
fe lt sorry for them and touched their eyes. ln­
s tuntly they ~tlukl see! Thtm lhey folluwed him. 

Jesus Triumphant Entry 

21 As Jesus and the disciple~ arproaehed 
Jerusalem, they canie 10 the town or 

Bell1phage on the M.ount of Olives. JCSlt5 sent 
two of them on ahead. 1"Go into the vtllage over 
there," he said. '·As soon iu; you enter ii, you will 
see a donkey tied !here. with its coll be.side it. 
Untie them and bring 1he n1 to me. 3lf anyone 
asks what you are doing, just say, 'The Lord 
need, chem,' and he wi II imn1edintely lei you 
take them." 

"This took place to ti.11fi II the prophecy that 
said, 

5 ·'Te ll the people or Jen1salem, * 
' Look, your King i.~ cu111i 11g 10 you. 

He is humble, riding on a donkey­
riding on a donkey's colt.' "•1 

"The Lwo disciples did as Jesw, con11nanded. 
'They brought the donkey and the colt to hin1 
anu threw their 11arments over lhe colt. and he -- " ~at on 11. 

~Most of the crowd spread the ir ganneni:i on 
the road ahe;1u of him, and other!i cut branches 

21'5a Greek Tell tlte daughter af'liu1L lsn 62: 11 . 
on thl!ln. 

21 :Sb Zoch !1:9. 21:1' Greek o,·er them, and he sar 

MATTHEW 21 

------Jerusalem----.... 
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from the trees and spread th~rn 011 the road. 
?Jesus was in the center of the procession. and 
the people all around him were shouting, 

"Praise Gud* for the Son of David! 
Blessings on the one who l:Omes in the 

name of the LORD! 
Pra ise God in highest hen,1en\"* 

rnrhe enrire city of Jerusalem was in an np­
roar as he entered. ·'Who is this'?" they asked. 

11And the c rowds replied. "It's Jesus. the 
prophet from Nazareth in Galilee." 

Jesus Clears the Temple 
11Jcsus entered the Temple und begi,n to drive 
out all the people buytng and sell ing anlmt\ls 
fnr s11c rifice. He. knocked over the tables of the 
money changers and the chai rs of those se.11-
ing doves. 13Hc said to them. ·'The Scriptures 
declare, 'l'vfy Temple wil l be 1,:!llled a house of 
prayer; bul you have tt,rncd it inlo a den or 
thieves!''" 

'"The blind and 1he lame came- to him in the 
Temple, and he healed them. isThe leading 
pdest..- and the leaehel'l< of religlou~ law saw 
these wonderful 1nirac les ru1d heard even the 
children in the Temple shouting, "Praise Gnd 
for the Son of David." 

But the leaders were indignant '"They asked 
Jesus. '•Dn you hear what these children are 
saying?" 

"Yes." Jesu~ replied. "Haven't you ever read 
the Scriptu res? For they say. ·Y<m have taught 
children and infants to give you µraise.'"" 
' 'Then he retumed 10 Bethany, where he .~taycd 
r,vcn1ighL 

Jesus Curses the Fig Tree 
'"In the morning. as Jesus was returning to Jc­
ru,;ale1n. he wa, hungry, 19aml he noticed a fig 
tree beside the road. lie went over to sec if there 
were any figs. but there wen:: only leav.:s. Then 
he said to i1, '·May you never beur fn1 it agai11!" 
And immediately the fig tree withered up. 

1l'fhe dL~cirles were am!\icd when they sa,v 
this and asked, ··How did th~ fig tree wither so 
quickly'?" 

21TI1en Jesus told them. "1 tell you the truth. if 
you have Jaitl1 :md don't doubt. you can do ihings 
like this and 1nuch more. You can even say 10 this 
mountain, "Moy you be lirtcd up nnd tl1row11 into 
lhe sea,' and it will happt1n. 21You can pray for any­
thing, and if you have faith, you \Vill receive i1: · 

The Authority of Jesus Challenged 
a.•when Jesus reum1ed to the Temple und began 
le:1ching. the leading pdest$ and elders can1e up to 
him. They den1anded, .. By whm authority arc you 
doing all the,;e things? Who gave you the dgh1'.!" 

,..."I'll te ll you by what authority I do these 
things if you answer one qut:slion," Jesus re­
plied. ,., .. Did John 's nnthority to baptize come 
From he,1ven. or was it merely human?"' 

They talked il uver among themselv~ .. ,r 
we say it was from he.aven, be will a.sk us why 
we rlidn' I he lieve John. ~•But ii' we say ii was 
111e1'ely human, wr' ll be n1obbed because the 
pcoplo believe John wa:; a prophet.'' 17So they 
finally rerlied, "Wedon·1 know.-

And Jesus r~sponded. "Tben I won ' t te ll you 
hy whal'authority 1 du these things. 

Parable of the Two Sons 
lll"Bul Wh:ll do you th ink ObOul this'/ A man 
with two sons told the older boy, ·son. go out 
and work in the vineyard today.' 1'Thc snn an­
swered, 'No. I won·1· go: but later he changed 
hi, mind and ,vent anY'vay. ""Then the f;tther 
told the other son, ' You go.' nnd he said, 'Yes, 
sir. I ,viii .' But he didn 'I io. 

31"\Vhich of the two obeyed his father?" 

21 :9a Grc.:lt N11st111nz,, lilt c1<clama1ion of pruise lh:lt Hwr:tlly means .. save now•·: also hi 2 l :9b, I 5. 21 :.9b PJts 
118:25- 26: 148: I. 21: U Isa 56:7: Jc.r7: I I. 21: 16 Ps l!:2 (Gree~ version). 
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50Then 1he Jews ~rirrecl up the influe111 i-al re li­
gious women and the leoders oftheciry. and they 
inci ted a mob against PauJ aod Barnaba:; and 
nu1 them oul of town, 51 So they shook 1he dust 
from their fee1 as u sign of rejec1ion and went to 
the town ol' lco11iu111. ' 1Antl lhc believers" were 
fi lled with joy and wirh the Holy Spiril. 

Paul and Barnabas in lconium 

14The sam~ thing happened in Jcon ium.* 
Paul ,uid Baroab,ts went to the Jewish 

synagogue and preached with such power that 
a great number of both Jews, and Greeks became 
believers. isomeof lhe Jews, however. spurned 
Goel'~ message and poi~oncd the minds of the 
Gentiles against Paul a11d Barnabas. 3But lhi: 
apQf.llC$ stayed rhere a long rime. preaching 
boldly about the grace of Lile Lord. A.nd U1e 
Lord proved their mes~·age was tn1e hy giving 
1he.m power to do 1\liraculous signs and won­
ders. ' But the people of the town were divided 
in their opinion about lhein, Some sided with 
1hc Jews, und some wilh 1hi: oposllc~, 

5Thcn a mob of Gentiles and Jews, along with 
U1eir lt,i1dcrs, decided 10 attack and stone them. 

6When 1he apos1les le-.irned of it. rhey fled to the 
region of Lycaonia-to the 10,vns of Lystra and 
Derbe and the surrounding area. 7And !here they 
preached the Good News. 

Paul and Barnabas 1n Lystra and Derbe 
"While rhcy wore at Lyscra. Paul and 8;,rna­
bus cwne upon a ina,1 with crippled f~l, He 
had been that w;1y from birth, so he had never 
walked. He wa.~ sill ing "mid lisrening as Paul 
preached. Looking straight at him. Paul realized 
he had faith lo be hea led. 111S0 Paul caJleJ 11.1 
h11n in a loud volce, "Stand up!" And 1he ,nan 
jumped to his feel and sUtrled walking. 

"When the crowd saw ,vhm Paul had done. 
they shouted in their l~ul dialect, "These n1cn 
are g(lds ln human form l" llThey decided that 
Barnabas was the Greek god Zeus and 1ha1 Paul 
wns I fermes, since he ,vas the chief speaker. 
L1Now U1e temple uf Zeus was loc:1100 just out­
side the town. So the prie~t of the lcmple and the 
crowd brought bulls and wreaths or n ower;; to 
the town g.iles, and they prcpan:d to offer sacri­
fiCt!S l'o lht! ttpostles. 

1'8u1 when the apostl1.1s Barnah:1s a nd Paul 

13:52 Gree~ 1/r, di.,cip/n , 
Turk~.y. 

14: I lro11111m, a, wdl '" f,yvtm ,1rtd Dor/11, t 14:6). were towns in what is now 

Rebellion .... -~~-
How can you become a young woma n after God's own heart? Be a person who "will do 
everything" God wants you to do (Acts 13:22), When you. obey God. you show that you love 

Him. In fact, God wants your o bedie nce more than He wants your religious activity. Here's 
what the prophet Samuel said to the rebellious King Saul: ''What 1s more pleasing to the 

Lord: your burnt offerings and s-acrifices or your obed1eoce to his voice? Listen! Obedience 
is better than sacrifice" (1 Samue l 15:22), 

Everyone has rebellious thoughts, which they sometimes act out. Although this happens 
to everyone, it is up to you to decide how you will respond when lrese tempr,itions to rebel 
come. Your res ponse will reveaJ what's in yo ur heart. Realize that delayed o bedience is really 

disobedience and rebellion. But your obedience to God and His Word will place you in the 

center of His will. To do this, determine that the split second you think or do anything that 
does not p lease God, you will stop right away. This action will train your heart to be respon­

sive to God in your daily situations. If you gossip-stop. If you t hink unworthy thoughts­

stop. If you have a flash of anger- stop before you act o n it. If you do sin- and you will­
make sure you a re quick to confess your sin to the Lord. Rrst John 1:9 p romises God ''is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins and t o cleanse us from all wickedness." 

Learn mor.r. Nun,beri. 14·9; Deutel"Qnoniy 28:47-48, John 1:1:i!i 

ACTS 14-1 5 1318 

he.ard what was happening, they tore their elolh­
i ng in dismay and ran out among the people, 
shoutl11g. 15"Pnends ,"' why are you doing this? 
1,Ve arc merely human beings-jusl likt: youl 
We have come lo biing you the Good News 1hu1 
you should tur11 fro111 these wutthless things mid 
tu rn LO the living God. who made hcnvcn and 
~anh, the ,ca. aJJcl e vcry1hing in them, 1•1n thi.: 
post he perm1ttcd ull the nations to go thei r own 
ways. 17but h<' never left them without evidente 
of bl1n.self and bi~ goodness. For i.n.~1ance. he 
xends you rain and good crops and gives you 
food ond joyful heart~ ... 11But even with the~e 
words, Pau l 11n<l Barnal:i;is could scarcely re­
strain the pcopk• from sacrificing to them. 

1'l'fhen some Jews arrived fro1n Antioch and 
lconium and won rhe cmwd~ to their side. They 
ston~J Paul mid dragged htm oul of rown, think­
ing: he was dead. ~'But as lhe ~lievi:rs* gathered 
an.m11d hin1. he g:01 up and ,vent bad , into the town. 
The next day he I.en wilh Barnabas l'or Derbe. 

Paul and Barnabas Return 
to Antioch of Syria 

"Al'ter preaching the Good News in Derbc and 
making many disci ples, Paul and Barnabas 

rerurnerl to Lystra. Iconium. and Antioch of Pi­
sidia, 11where they strengthened the believers. 
They encouraged them to continue in the faith , 
reminding tbem tb!ll we mwa suffer many hard­
ships to enter the Kingdom of God. 2.

1 Paul and 
B.u'llabas also appointctld<lcrs in every church. 
With pruycr and fu~ting. they turned the c ider~ 
over to 1he C\ll'C Qf the L(>rd, in who,n they had 
put their 1rust. ,.Then they tro\'eled hack through 
Pisidi-a 111 Pamphylia. ?."fhey preached th<! word 
in Perga. then went dowo to Atl.iliu. 

1•f1inall y, they relu111ed by ~h,p 10 Antiueh of 
Syria, where their journey had begun. The be­
lievers !here had enlruslec.J 1.bem 10 1he g r.ice of 
God 10 do the work they had 110w completed. 
17Upon aniviag in Antioch, they cullcd the 
church toge1her und reported everythirig God 
had done tl1rougb them and how be had opefled 
the door of faith lo the Genti les , too, :!JC And they 
;;Laye<.I 1.here with the believers for a lung li1ne. 

The Council at Jerusalem 

1 5 'vVhile Paul and Bnn1ubas wen: 11\ Antioch 
of Syria. sorne mun fr(lm Judea uriivetl 

-und begun to teach 1he bdiever,"': ·'Unless you 
are circumcised as requi red by 1he law of Moses. 

14, 15 Orce~ Mell. 
1). ~(,, 4-0, 

t4:20 Qr~ck 11/<riJ>/•~•. nlsfl in 14:ZZ. 28. IS:l Greek h1ni/wn : ~lsn in I S;;l.1 1, 32. 
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Romans 
"This Good News tell us how God makes us right in his sight. This is accomplished 

from start to finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, •it is through faith that a 
righteous person has life.'" (1:11) 

THEME: The righteousness of God • AUTHOR; Paul • WHERE WRITTEN: Corinth 

Toward the close of his third missionary journey, Paul wrote this letter to the church in R,on1e 

from the Greek city of Corinth. He does not write this letter to correct a ny doctrinal error, 
but rather to introduce himself to the church at Rome so the people can pray for him, en­

courage him, a nd help him with his future 

plans to min ister in Spain. But being the 
teacher that he is, Paul can't help but a lso 

teach his new friends about the righteous­

ness that comes from God and other 
great t ruths of the gospel of grace. 

The letter to the Roman believers is the 

most forceful, logical, and concise state­
ment on salvation ever written. The book 

of Romans has influenced the histo ry of 
Christianity more than any other epistle. 

The task to deliver this greatest of all 

docume nts hundreds of miles to Rome was 

given to a woman named Phoebe. What 
were her qualifications? Only that she was 
a faithful servant of the church a nd a be­

loved helper of many, including Paul. 

LIFE APPLICATION: All people are 

sinners- and that includes you and me. 

WHERE TO FINO IT· 
All are without excuse and are account;ible 

to God (R,orna,,s l 18- 23) 
"Everyone has sinned" IRomans 3·23) 

Those made right by faith have peace with 
God (Ro1T1ans 5:1) 

"The wages of sin is death'' (Romans 6 23) 
" There is no condemnation for thosf! who 

belong to Christ" (Romans 8:1) 

The Holy Spirit prays for believers 
(R..,ma.,s 8.26) 

God has a plan for Israel (Roma"ls 9- 11) 

Give yourself to God as a living and holy 
sacrifice (Romans 12:1) 

"Evc.ryone m~st submit to governing 
authorities~ (Romans 13:1-7) 

Our sin has separated us from a ho ly God. God graciously extends salvatio n to all who place 

their fa ith and trust in Jesus. Have you accepted God's offer of salvation? If you have, t hen 
you possess the righteousness of God in Christ. God now expects and empowers you to live 

a righteous life that honors Him. 

MEMORY VERSES: Romans 1:16-17; 3:23; 4:20-21; 5:8; 6:23; 8:28; 8:38-39; 10:17; 11:36; 
12:2; 14:8; 15:13 
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Greetings from Paul 

1 This lc11cr is from Paul, n s lave of Chri~l 
Jesus, chosen by God to b.i an apostle 

and sent out to preacl1 hi s Good News. 2God 
pro1nised Lhis Good News long ago through 
hi~ prophets in the holy Scriptures. ~The Good 
News is about his Son. Io hi s earihly li fe he was 
bon1 into King David 's fam ily line, •and he was 
shown to be* the Son of God when he ,ws rai sed 
from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirir." 
He is Jesus Chri st our Lord. 5Through Christ, 
God has given us the privilege* and authority as 
apostles to tell GentiJes e,•erywhere what God 
has done For them, so lhal they will be lieve and 
obey hin1, bringing glory to his name. 

6 And you are included among those Gentiles 
who have been called to belong lo Jesus ChrisL 
71 am writing 10 all of you in Rome who are 
loved by God and are cal led 10 be his own holy 
people. 

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ give you grace and peace. 

God's Good News 
8Lc1 me say fi rst thal J thank my God through 
Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith 
in him is being talked ahout all over the world. 
"God knows how o nen I pray for you. Day 
and night I bring you and your needs in prayer 
to God. whom I serve \vith al l my heart* by 
spreading the Good News about his Son. 

"'One of the things I always pray for is the 
opporlu nity, God wi lling, 10 come at last to 
sec you. "For I long to visit you so I can bring 
you some spiritual gift that wil l hclp you grow 
strong in the. Lord. uWhen we get 1ogetJ1er, I 

want to encourage you in your faith, but I also 
wan t lo be encouraged by you rs. 

•YJ want you IQ know. dear brothers and sis­
ters,* that f planned inany 1i111e, to , isit you, 
bul I was prevented until now. r want lo work 
among you and see spi ritua l fruit. just as I have 
seen among other Gentiles. ••For I have a great 
sense of obligation to people in both the c iv­
ilized world and the rest of the world,• to the 
educated and uneducated alike. 1sso Tam eager 
to come to you in Rome, too, to preach the Good 
News. 

16For 1 am nol' nshamed of this Good News 
ahout Christ. Jt is the po\ver of God at work, 
saving everyone whu be lieves-the Jew first 
and also the Gen ti le.* "This Good News lells 
us how God makes us right in his sight. This 
is accomplished from start to finish by faiU1 . 
As the Scriptures say, "It is through faith lhal a 
righteous person has life."" 

God's Anger at Sin 
18But God shows his anger from heaven against 
all sinful, wicked people who suppress the rn11h 
by their wickedness.* 19They know Lhe trutb 
about God because he has made it obvious to 
then1. 2"For ever since the world was created. 
people have seen (he earth and ·ky. Through 
everything God made, they can clea rly see 
his invisible qualities-his eternal power and 
divi ne nature. SQ they have no cxcu,e for not 
knowing Goel. 

21 Ycs. they knew God. but they wouldn't wor­
ship him as God or even give hin1 thunks. And 
they began 10 think up foolish ideas of ,vhat 
God was like. As a result, their minds became 

l:4a Or aiul h'CJS cltsigna1t,I. l :4b Or by tl,e Spirit of holiness: or i11 the 1,e"' realm <1[ the S11iri1. 
1 :5 Or tit, grare. l :9 Or i11 my .,,1irit, 1 :13 Greek bmtl,,i,·. 1 :14 On:ck ,., Greeks am/ 
bnrboricms. I: 16 Greek,,,.,, the c;,,.,k. I: 17 Or "The l'ightcm,., ,vii/ li,•e t,yfalt/, .. , Hab 2:4 . 
I : JR Or wlw. b_-, 1h,rir ,, ir~fdnts,,, ,,,..,,,.,,11 ,,.,, 1r,r1hf11m1 bei1115 k11v11"1. 

• The church in Rome was e stablished by 
Roman Jews who were in Jerusalem o n 
the day of Pentecost, were converted 
through Peter's message, and shared the 
gospel when they returned home (-see 
Acts 2:10). 

• Paul was wrftlng to a group of p~ople he 
had never me t in a place he had ne ver 
visited. 

• Paul wrot e this letter from Corinth wh1Je 
on his thkd missionary journey. 

• Romans was not written to correct 
any doctrinal error but as a letter of 
introduction. 

• In Romans, Paul taught his new friends 
about the righteousness that comes from 
Goo and the truths of t he gospel of grace. 
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