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Remember- the things | have done in the
past. For | alone am God! | am God, and there
is none like me. Only | can tell you the future

before it even happens. Everything | plan will
come to pass, for | do whatever | wish.

ISRIRH 46:9-10 wur

ave you ever seen a movie you loved so much you couldn’t wait

to see it again? Maybe you told your best friend about it so you

could watch it together. Even though you knew ahead of time what
was going to happen, you loved watching the movie with your friend. If
this has happened to you, I bet it was really tough to resist telling them
what was about to happen in each scene. When you're excited about
what's to come, it’s hard to keep it to yourself !

God is all-knowing, all-powerful, and eternal. Since he is all-knowing,
God has foreknowledge of what is to come in the future. Also, we live
moment-to-moment in what we refer to as time. God, on the other hand,
is eternal. He is not limited by time or space. Think of it like this: We live
life as if we were seeing a movie for the first time, but God sees all of his-
tory in advance—like a favorite movie he’s already seen. Bible proph-

ecy is really just history told in advance. You and I might read history
books to learn what happened in the past. God sees the future as if it has
already happened—as if it were already recorded in a history book! We
can’t fully understand how this works, but that’s okay because we are not
God. In fact, that’s one of the reasons we worship God—he has qualities
that are far beyond anything you and I can fully understand.
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Definition

As you begin reading this book, let’s begin with a working definition of
what Bible prophecy is.

BiBLE PROPHECY
DEFINITION

i iNe
A FORETELLING. PREDiCToN. oR DECLARATON oF 1::25012 .

Q cEpNTo CONE: oD HIMSELF STHE AU .
- oD SDOKETHROUGH l>l2C>|>\-\\TJSTO REC©R
oni:E;; AT BBLE BBLE PROPHECY 18 SMpLY
PQO iE i

GoD TELLiNG HiSoRY N ADVANCE.

Prediction Versus Prophecy

Have you ever heard someone make a prediction? Maybe a weather
forecaster said it would rain the next day. Or perhaps a sportscaster was
convinced that an underdog football team was going to win an upcom-
ing game. Those are predictions, hunches, or educated guesses

based on an analysis of facts and some-

times a gut feeling. Such predic- @S‘\-\g\\ﬁﬂﬂftlig’

v PP
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tions are impressive when they
end up being correct, but often
they are not. People’s predictions
are occasionally accurate, but they

are never completely reliable—and
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HE (OMES RPACK AND ‘
WINS TUE PATTLE/

they usually have very limited outcomes to choose from to begin with.
For example, if two teams are playing each other and a sportscaster picks
awinner, he has a 50/50 chance of being right.

A Bible prophecy, on the other hand, is very different from a human pre-
diction. Many of the Bible’s predictions were given hundreds or even
thousands of years in advance and involve many specific details. Most of
the prophecies in the Bible have already happened—and they have a 100
percent accuracy record! These prophecies are not just about topics with
only a few possible outcomes, such as the weather or a sporting event.
Instead, they contain mind-blowing details about important historical
events, conditions, and people. Every time a Bible prophecy has been ful-
filled, each detail of the prophecy has been accurate. If Bible prophecy

were a baseball player, it would hit a home run every single time at bat!

What Is Bible Prophecy?

Cop




Imagine that someone gave you a comic book with you as the main
character. You're so excited, you read the whole book in one sitting, and
you count ten things that happen to you in the comic book. Then as you
go about your day, the things you just read about happen to you exactly
like you read in the comic book and in exactly the same order. By the
afternoon, eight of the ten events happened just as seen in the comic
book. Do you think that would give you confidence the final two events
would also happen to you? That’s what Bible prophecy is like. Roughly
80 percent of the prophecies have already happened. The remaining 20

percent have to do with Jesus’s return at the end of the age.

| PREDI(T THE SAINTS
WwilLL PEAT THE
PEARS TUIS SUNDAY.

BEHOLD/
2500 YEARS FROM NOW,
A (OUNTRY (ALLED AMERI(A WILL
INVENT A GAME (ALLED FOOTRALL AND
TUERE WILL PE 32 TEAMS RY 2020,

PREDIiCTiON V5. PROPHECY

Note: This is not a prophecy from the Bible, but a way to show the dif-

ference between a prediction and a prophecy.

The Central Nervous System

Now let’s take a look at how much prophecy is in the Bible. There are
more than 31,000 verses in the Bible, and 9,000 to 10,000 of those
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verses contain specific predictions about future T'HE EENTRHL NER‘!“US
events. Experts say that between 27 and 33 per- S‘fSTEm OF THE B'BLE
cent of the Bible is prophecy. Roughly 7000 of the -I /li

verses that contain Bible prophecy (about 80 per-
PROPHECY

80%

FULFIiLLED

20%

STiLL FUTURE

cent) have already been fulfilled. The remaining 20
percent of the prophecies of the Bible will happen at
some time in the future. That means we can watch for

them. Isn’t that exciting?

You've probably seen a textbook or a thick reference
book that had a bunch of pages in the front for the table

of contents, a preface, an introduction, and so on. And it

probably had even more pages in the back for a glossary, a bibliography,
endnotes, and other stuff. But the one-quarter to one-third of the Bible
made up of prophecy isn’t fluff or bonus content—it’s the most important

part! Bible prophecy is like the central nervous system of the Bible.

Biologists study systems in organisms—the digestive system,; the car-
diovascular system; the muscular system, and so on. None of those
systems can work without the central nervous system. They are all
connected to it and rely on it. Just as living things like

humans and animals can’t function properly with-

out a healthy central nervous system, the Bible
can't be accurately understood without the

all-important feature of prophecy.

All key teachings (doctrine and theol-

ogy), stories, people, and themes in the
Bible are somehow connected to Bible
prophecy. It is the electric current that
brings the Bible to life, separating it from
any other book ever written! This is because
the Bible (though penned by at least 39 human
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writers on three different continents over a
period of 1500 years) was inspired by God.

Second Timothy 3:16 tells us that the Bible was
“God-breathed.” Second Peter 1:21 tells us that
those who wrote prophecy “spoke from God” and
were “carried along by the Holy Spirit.” In other
words. God told them what to write. That is why

the whole Bible tells one complete story. This

story is tied together by prophecy, and it all ulti-
mately points to Jesus!

Now that you know what prophecy is, let’s

take a look at several amazing examples

"an USING AN ORNECT LE“ﬂ of fulfilled Bible prophecy.

B\BLE
TO TEAWM You TUAT
P?O?HE(‘{ MAKES UP A?QUT
4(t OF THE BIBLE..

?UT;;';;:ETA:“?ET Example 1—Prophecies
M N .
About Jesus

During Christmas, you've probably seen a

“\) nativity scene depicting the birth of Jesus.
We all know how special that moment was.

Hundreds of years before Jesus was born in

that manger, prophets recorded messages
from God about the details of Jesus’s birth,
life, ministry, death, and resurrection.

These are known as messianic prophecies because they were prophecies
about the coming Messiah. The word messiah means “anointed one,” so
people use the word to describe a savior or deliverer. The Old Testament

foretold that a Savior was coming to save the Jewish people and the
whole world!

The Bible includes more than 300 prophecies about the first coming
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of Jesus Christ. They include things like the virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14);
where the Messiah would be born (Micah 5:2); what tribe he would
come from (Genesis 49:10); that he would minister in Galilee (Isaiah
9:1-2); many details of his death, burial, and resurrection (Psalm 16:10;
22:16; 34:20; 41:9; Isaiah 50:6; 53:3-12; Zechariah 11:12-13); and lots of

other facts.

In the early 1950s, a famous mathematician by the name of Peter
Stoner wrote a book called Science Speaks. In this book, he calcu-
lated that for one person to fulfill just 8 of the more than 300 proph-
ecies about Jesus’s first coming would be as unlikely as the following

scenario:

* Markasilver dollar with an X.
* Fill the state of Texas two feet deep with silver dollars.

* Randomly mix the single marked coin with the rest of the

coins anywhere in the state.

* Blindfold a man and let him wander the state as long as

he wants.

* Finally, give the blindfolded man
one chance to reach in

and pick up a coin.

The chances of the man
choosing the marked coin
are the same as the chances
of one man fulfilling just 8
of the prophecies about the

Messiah. And there are more
than 300! In other words, it
is impossible for one man to fulfill more than 300 messianic prophecies

by chance.
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