The Trentwood Tigers had
lost six games in a row.

“Don't worry,” said Austin's

dad.

“You just need a little more
practice.”

"Have fun!" said Austin's
mom.

“Having fun is more
important than winning."
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Austin tried fo have fun as the Tigers warmed up for their
still wished the Tigers could win at least once!
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next game, but he
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Coach Tony blew his _whi;ﬂe.l ‘
} | i‘\de_y, Tig.erg, huddle up!" he
" called, and ﬂﬁ feam obeyed. -
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"And we may have lost a few
games lately,” said Coach

Tony. "But what do we
do when we lose?"

Ji / e
44 Get up, get over
-~ V) it, and fry again!”

fl yelled the Tigers.

Coach Tony
grinned. “That's
right! So let's get out there!”
With a last thumbs-up, the coaches headed for the sidelines.
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.f]V,.—._ “Hey, guys," sdid Brice when the coaches were gone. "I know \
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"Tuck your flag in, like this." Brice showed them
_ his flag belt. "Now the other feam can't get it!"

™

.Carson.

Keiko frowned. “That's
not allowed.”
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Brice wasn't listening. He tugged on his flag. “See? Even if they catch up fo you, Brice shook his head. "My brother says everyone does stuff like that. Aren't you
they won't be able to fake it!" tired of losing?" he pleaded.

Austin's stomach felt funny.
“But that's cheating!”
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The Tigers looked at each other. “Well, if everybody does it.." said Jason, and
the players began tucking their flags info their belts.

The Gators starfed out strong, making
two touchdowns in the first half.

I just want fo win once! thought Austin, and
he tucked his flag in too.

“Remember
what I told you!”
whispered Brice

in the huddle.
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That night at dinner, Austin's dad grinned as he
— slapped an extra-big hamburger onto Austin's plate.
“You must be hungry after that win!"




