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Overcoming Obstacles

FROM JANUARY 9

I AM WITH YOU AND FOR YOU. When you decide on a
course of action that is in line with My will, nothing in heaven or
on earth can stop you. You may encounter many obstacles as you
move toward your goal, but don’t be discouraged—never give up!
With My help, you can overcome any obstacle. Do not expect an
easy path as you journey hand in hand with Me, but do remem-
ber that I, your very-present Helper, am omnipotent.

Much, much stress results from your wanting to make things
happen before their times have come. One of the main ways T assert
My sovereigntyis in the timing of events. If you want to stay close
to Me and do things My way, ask Me to show you the path for-
ward moment by moment. Instead of dashing headlong toward
your goal, let Me set the pace. Slow down, and enjoy the journey
in My Presence.

What, then, shall we say in response to this? If
God is for us, who can be against us?

RoMmAaNs 8:31

Also read:

PsALM 46:1-3 NKJV; LUKE 1:37
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Take the High Road

FROM JANUARY 18

IAMLEADING YOU ALONG THE HIGH ROAD, butthere
are descents as well as ascents. In the distance you see snow-cov-
ered peaks glistening in brilliant sunlight. Your longing to reach
those peaks is good, but you must not take shortcuts. Your assign-
ment is to follow Me, allowing Me to direct your path. Let the
heights beckon you onward, but stay close to Me.

Learn to trust Me when things go “wrong.” Disruptions to
your routine highlight your dependence on Me. Trusting accep-
tance of trials brings blessings that far outweigh them all. Walk
hand in hand with Me through this day. I have lovingly planned
everyinch of the way. Trust does notfalter when the pathbecomes
rocky and steep. Breathe deep draughts of My Presence, and hold
tightly to My hand. Together we can make it!

Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter
would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”

JoHN 21:19

Also read:

2 CORINTHIANS 4:17; HABAKKUK 3:19
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Trust Me in Difficult Circumstances

FROM JANUARY 26

GIVE UP THE ILLUSION that you deserve a problem-free
life. Part of you is still hungering for the resolution of all diffi-
culties. This is a false hope! As I told My disciples, in the world
you will have trouble. Link your hope not to problem solving in
this life but to the promise of an eternity of problem-free life in
heaven. Instead of seeking perfection in this fallen world, pour
your energy into seeking Me: the Perfect One.

Itis possible to enjoy Me and glorify Me in the midst of adverse
circumstances. In fact, My Light shines most brightly through
believers who trust Me in the dark. That kind of trust is super-
natural: a production of My indwelling Spirit. When things
seem all wrong, trust Me anyway. I am much less interested in
right circumstances than in right responses to whatever comes
your way.

“T have told you these things, so that in me you may
have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But
take heart! I have overcome the world.”

JOoHN 16:33

Also read:

PsaLm 112:4, 7
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Rest for the Weary

FROM FEBRUARY 7

COME TO ME FOR REST AND REFRESHMENT. The
journey has been too much for you, and you are bone-weary. Do
not be ashamed of your exhaustion. Instead, see it as an opportu-
nity for Me to take charge of your life.

Remember that I can fit everything into a pattern for good,
including the things you wish were different. Start with where
you are at this point in time and space, accepting that this is
where I intend you to be. You will get through today one step,
one moment at a time. Your main responsibility is to remain
attentive to Me, letting Me guide you through the many choices
along your pathway.

This sounds like an easy assignment, but it is not. Your
desire to live in My Presence goes against the grain of the world,
the flesh, and the devil. Much of your weariness results from your
constant battle against these opponents. However, you are on the
path of My choosing, so do not give up! Hope in Me, for you will
again praise Me for the help of My Presence.

We are assured and know that [God being a partner
in their labor] all things work together and are [ fitting
into a plan] for good to and for those who love God and

are called according to [His] design and purpose.

RoMANS 8:28 AMP

Also read:

PSALM 42:5 NASB
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You Will Have Trouble

FROM MAY 8

DO NOT LONG FOR THE ABSENCE OF PROBLEMS in
your life. That is an unrealistic goal since in this world you will
have trouble. You have an eternity of problem-free living reserved
for you in heaven. Rejoice in that inheritance, which no one can
take away from you, but do not seek your heaven on earth.

Begin each day anticipating problems, asking Me to equip
you for whatever difficulties you will encounter. The best equip-
ping is My living Presence, My hand that never lets go of yours.
Discuss everything with Me. Take a lighthearted view of trouble,
seeing it as a challenge that you and I together can handle.
Remember that I am on your side, and I have overcome the world.

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may
have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But

take heart! I have overcome the world.”

Joun 16:33

Also read:

ISA1AH 41:13; PHILIPPIANS 4:13
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View Problems As OPPortunities

FROM MAY 10

DO NOT RESIST OR RUN FROM THE DIFFICULTIES
in your life. These problems are not random mistakes; they are
hand-tailored blessings designed for your benefit and growth.
Embrace all the circumstances that I allow in your life, trusting
Me to bring good out of them. View problems as opportunities to
rely more fully on Me.

When you start to feel stressed, let those feelings alert
you to your need for Me. Thus, your needs become doorways to
deep dependence on Me and increasing intimacy between us.
Although self-sufficiency is acclaimed in the world, reliance on
Me produces abundant living in My kingdom. Thank Me for the
difficulties in your life since they provide protection from the
idolatry of self-reliance.

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in
him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”

JoHN 15:5

Also read:

2 CORINTHIANS 1:8-9; EPHESIANS 5:20
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Embracing Adversity

FROM SEPTEMBER 1

SEEK ME WITH YOUR WHOLE BEING. I desire to be
found by you, and I orchestrate the events of your life with that
purpose in mind. When things go well and you are blessed, you
can feel Me smiling on you. When you encounter rough patches
along your life5journey, trust that My Light is still shining upon
you. My reasons for allowing these adversities may be shrouded
in mystery, but My continual Presence with you is an absolute
promise. Seek Me in good times; seek Me in hard times. You will
find Me watching over you all the time.

But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him
if you look for him with all your heart and with all your soul.

DEUTERONOMY 4:29

Also read:

HeBrREWS 10:23; PsaLM 145:20; PsaLm 121:7-8
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Staying the Course

"ROM OCTOB!

GO GENTLY THROUGH THIS DAY, keeping your eyes on
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