John’s gospel is noticeably distinct from

the other three gospels. In attempting to
explain the differences, we should note three
factors. (1) Often a discourse follows an inci-
dent and discusses the implications of that in-
cident. For example, Jesus’ thirst at Jacob’s well
was followed by the discourse on living water
(ch. 4), and the feeding of the five thousand was
followed by the discourse on the Bread of Life
(ch. 6). (2) In the other gospels the miracles are
normally used to reveal Jesus’ power. In John the
miracles are usually teaching signs (2:11; 20:30),
and a message follows each one. (3) John’s pur-
pose is unique, and consequently, so is his in-
terpretation of the life of Jesus. The length of
Jesus’ public ministry is usually calculated from
the Passovers mentioned in John’s gospel (2:13;
6:4; 11:55). If the feast mentioned in 5:1is also a
Passover, His ministry lasted a little over three
years; if not, it lasted a little over two years.

The Gospel of John and the Other Gospels.

Authorship. Unlike Paul’s epistles, the text of
this gospel does not name its author. Howev-
er, John’s gospel was readily included in early
collections of the New Testament canon. This
means that it was believed to be written by a
credible and accepted person, such as a disci-
ple. Tradition (the testimony of early Christian
writers) almost unanimously attributes it to
John, the son of Zebedee. The text tells us that
the “beloved disciple” is the author (21:20, 24)—
so who is this “beloved disciple”? A process
of elimination may reveal his identity. Surely
he was one of the inner three disciples (Peter,
James, John) who were with Jesus at the Trans-
figuration, the healing of Jairus’s daughter, and

in the Garden of Gethsemane. He is distin-
guished from Peter in 21:20 (cf. 13:23, 24); and
since James was slain about A.D. 40 (Acts 12:2),
long before this gospel was composed, this
leaves only John as the “beloved disciple.”

Date. Most Bible students agree that this gos-
pel is the last of the four to be written, perhaps
completed while John was at Ephesus about
A.D. 85.

Purpose of the Writing. This is clearly stated
in 20:30, 31, and there are three key words. (1)
The word signs is used 17 times in John and is
often translated “miracle.” Throughout all the
other gospels it appears only 28 times. These
are teaching signs. (2) The word believe appears
98 times in John—and only 29 times in all the
other gospels combined. Belief often results
from “signs.” (3) The word life is used 34 times
in John (and only 13 times elsewhere in the gos-
pels). The term is closely related to faith.

John’s purpose is clearly evangelistic—that
his readers may believe (20:31). Thus he re-
cords the confrontations of Jesus with Nico-
demus, who is saved much later; the story of
the woman at Jacob’s well, who is saved on the
first contact; and the miracle of the man born
blind, saved on the second contact. But John
also writes for believers, that they may be sanc-
tified. He thus communicates three things—the
promise of the Holy Spirit, the truth that Jesus
is the True Vine, and Simon Peter’s denial and
restoration.

Content. A prominent feature of this gospel is its
emphasis on the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ.



Jesus is twice called “God” (1:1; 20:28). He is
called the “[only begotten] Son of God” 10 times
(1214, 18, 34, 49; 3:16, 18; 6:69; 9:35; 10:36; 11:27).
He is equated with the Father four times (5:18;
10:30; 14:9; 16:27). John refers to God as “Fa-
ther” 116 times, more than all the other gospels
combined. Jesus always says “your Father,” “the
Father,” or “My Father,” but never “Our Father.”
This is because His relationship to the Father
is unique. It is stated four times that He never
sinned (8:46; 18:38; 19:4, 6). The classical attri-
butes of deity are used to refer to Jesus’ omni-
presence (1:18; 3:13), His omnipotence (5:21; 6:19;
10:18), and His omniscience (2:25; 11:11-14). He
uses the expression “l am” (ego eimi) many times.
He says “l am” the Messiah (4:25, 26); the Bread
of Life (6:35, 41, 48, 51); the Light of the World
(8:12; 9:5; 12:46); the Door (10:7, 9); the Good
Shepherd (10:11, 14); the Resurrection and the
Life (11:25); the Way, the Truth, and the Life (14:6);
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and the True Vine (15:1, 5). His two most remark-
able statements are: “Before Abraham was, | am”
(8:58), and simply—“l am” (18:5, 8; cf. Ex. 3:14).

John and Peter are closely related in this gos-
pel (they are together in six passages). Of the
two first disciples, one was probably John, while
the other was Peter’s brother Andrew, who then
brought Peter to Jesus (ch. 1). At the Last Sup-
per Peter signals John to ask who the betrayer
is, but John perceives the betrayer to be Judas
(ch. 13). John brings Peter into the court of the
High Priest, where Peter denies his Lord (ch. 18).
Peter and John come to the sepulcher together.
John “saw” and “believed,” but Peter rushes in
(ch. 20). Later, in the fishing boat, John is the
first to recognize Jesus. He watches while Pe-
ter jumps in the water. Finally, Peter asks Jesus
what John would do (ch. 21). Philip and Andrew
are also often together in this gospel (see chs.
1,6,12).

OUTLINE OF JOHN

I. Manifestation 1:1—4:54
A. Prologue 1:1-18
1. The Word eternal 1:1-13

2. The Word incarnate 1:14-18

B. Manifestation to the disciples 1:19-51
1. The witness of John 1:19-37
2. The first disciples 1:38-51
C. Manifestation to Israel 2:1—4:54
1. The first miracle 2:1-11

2. Jesus manifested in Judea 2:12—3:36

a. In the temple 2:12-25
b. To a ruler of the Jews 3:1-21
c. To the disciples of John  3:22-36

3. Jesus manifested in Samaria 4:1-42
4.Jesus manifested in Galilee 4:43-54

I1. Confrontation 5:1—10:42
A. Conflict at the pool of

Bethesda 5:1-47

1. The miracle 5:1-18

2. The teaching 5:19-47

a. The testimony 5:19-29

b. The witnesses 5:30-40

c. The rejection 5:41-47

B. Conflict in Galilee 6:1-71

1. The miracles 6:1-21

a. Feeding the five thousand  6:1-13

b. Walking on the water 6:14-21
2. The discourse: the Bread

of Life 6:22-40
3. The reaction 6:41-71

a. Rejection by the Jews 6:41-59

b. Rejection by the disciples 6:60-71

C. Conflict at the Feast of

Tabernacles 7:1—8:59

1. Jesus tested by His brothers  7:1-9
2. Jesus tested by the crowds  7:10-36
3. Jesus teaches on the last
day 7:37-53
4.Jesus and the woman taken
in adultery 8:1-11
5. Jesus’ discourse: the Light
of the World 8:12-30
6. Jesus dishonored by
the Jews 8:31-59
D. Conflict at the Feast of
Dedication 9:1—10:42
1. The healing of the man
born blind 9:1-41
a. The miracle 9:1-7
b. The controversy 9:8-34
c. The judgment 9:35-41
2. The discourse on the
Good Shepherd 10:1-42
III. Alienation 11:1—12:50
A. The last sign 11:1-57
1. The death of Lazarus 11:1-16
2. The miracle 11:17-44
3. The reaction 11:45-57
B. The last visit with His friends  12:1-11
C. The last manifestation
to Israel 12:12-19
D. The last public discourse:
His hour has come 12:20-36
E. The last rejection 12:37-43
F. The last invitation 12:44-50
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OUTLINE OF JOHN (continued)

IV. Preparation 13:1—17:26
A. The lesson of humility 13:1-20
B. Jesus foretells His betrayal 13:21-30

C. The discourse in the Upper

Room 13:31—14:31
1. The announcement 13:31-35
2. The questions 13:36—14:24
a. Of Peter 13:36—14:4
b. Of Thomas 14:5-7
c. Of Philip 14:8-21
d. Of Judas 14:22-24
3. The promise 14:25-31
D. The discourses on the way
to the garden 15:1—16:33
1. Abiding in Christ 15:1-27

2. Promise of the Comforter  16:1-33
E. The Lord’s intercessory prayer 17:1-26
1. Prayer for Himself 17:1-5

2. Prayer for the disciples 17:6-19

3. Prayer for the church 17:20-26

V. Consummation 18:1—19:42
A.Jesus is arrested in

Gethsemane 18:1-11

B.Jesus is tried by the

authorities 18:12—19:16
1. The Jewish trial 18:12-27
2. The Roman trial 18:28—19:16
C. Jesus is crucified on
Golgotha 19:17-37
D. Jesus is buried in a tomb 19:38-42
VI. Resurrection 20:1-31
A. The empty tomb 20:1-10
B. Jesus appears to Mary
Magdalene 20:11-18
C.Jesus appears in the
Upper Room 20:19-31
VIL. Epilogue 21:1-25
A.Jesus’ manifestation of
Himself again 21:1-8
B. Jesus’ invitation to the
disciples 21:9-14
C.Jesus’ examination of Peter ~ 21:15-23
D. Postscript 21:24, 25

View of the interior of a typical sheep pen. Jesus said, “Il am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved.”

Cheryl Dunn for Talbot Bible Lands
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The Word Was God 1:19Gen. 1:1; 8 He wasnot that Light, but was sent
In the beginning %was the Word, and o1y to bear witness of that “Light.
the PWord was ‘with God, and the ggghlg_llzsml; 9 aThat was the true Light, which
Word was 4God. ¢[John 17:5; lighteth every man that cometh into the
2 9The same was in the beginning ifjmrasg ~ world.
with God. e 1l 10 He was in the world, and the
3 @All things were made by him; and ‘[Eph.39;co. ~ World was made by him, and %the world
without him was not any thing made %5 knew him not.
that was made. taciijohnsu] 1] He came unto this own, and 2his
4 aIn him was life; and bthe life was ue >  own received him not.

the light of men.

1:5 4[John 3:19]

12 But “as many as received him, to

. . . 1apprehended
5 And “thelight shinethin darkness; u6“Malzi;  them gave he !power to become the
. Matt. 3:1-17; .
and the darkness lcomprehended ity iy, 2sons of God, even to them that believe
not. Luke3:1-22 — gn his name:
a 1:7 %John 3:25— .
6 There was a man sent from God, 36;5:33-3 13 Which were born, not of blood,
whose name was John. e
7 The same came for a 2witness, to  1:94Is.49:6 1:11 1. 53:3; [Luke 19:14] *His own things or domain
. . 1:10 *Acts 13:27; 2His own people 1:12 4[John 11:52]; Gal. 3:26 1the
bear witness of the nght, thatall men “cor. 8:6; Col. right 2Lit. children 1:13 ¢[John 3:5]; James 1:18; [1 Pet.
through him might bpelieve. 1:16; Heb. 1:2 1:23; 1John 2:29; 3:9]

1:1-18. The introduction to John occurs in two
cycles of three points each—the message, the mes-
senger, and the hearers. The key idea is the Word
(Gr. logos). In the Old Testament, Creation was by
the Word of God: “And God said, Let there be light”
(Gen. 1:3; cf. 2 Pet. 3:5). The Scriptures are also called
the Word of God (Acts 8:14).

1:1. In the beginning (Gr. en archéi, lit., “in begin-
ning”) with God signifies the perfect fellowship
between God the Father and God the Son in eter-
nity. The Word was God: Just as the previous
expression (the Word was with God) emphasizes
distinction in the Godhead, this phrase stresses the
essential unity. In the Greek text of this verse, God is
a predicate adjective, appearing without article and
preceding the Word, thus emphasizing Jesus’ divin-
ity. John could not have expressed the full divinity
of Christ more completely.

1:3. Made by him: Compare with Colossians 1:16,
and Hebrews 1:2.

1:4, 5. Life ... light: See also 8:12; 9:5; 11:25; 14:6. In
John’s writings, life represents salvation and deliv-
erance through Christ, and light denotes Jesus’ reve-
lation of God which calls men to accountability.

LOGOS

1:6. John: This is John the Baptist (cf. vv. 19-34).

1:9. Lighteth every man means that God’s revela-
tion is universally available. It does not signify uni-
versal salvation (cf. v. 12; 3:18, 36).

1:10. Knew: The world did not acknowledge or rec-
ognize Him (v. 2) as the true Light.

1:11. Unto his own: He came to His own, that is,
the world (cf. v. 10). His own received him not:
His own people, the Jews, did not receive Him.
Jesus was rejected by His own world in general, and
by His own people in particular (cf. Is. 53:3; Luke
19:14).

1:12. Received him (lit., “take”) emphasizes appro-
priating Jesus Christ, taking Him as Savior. Power
literally means “authority.” Even to them that
believe is explanatory of receive. To believe on his
name is the same as taking Him as Savior.

1:13. Born: This follows the thought in the previous
verse of becoming a son of God. Bornimplies a birth,
and verse 13 explains how it takes place (cf. 3:3-7).
Blood is literally “bloods.” One’s family lineage or
national heritage does not bring about the New
Birth. But of God: The New Birth is not of human
origin. Rather, it is spiritual and supernatural.

1:1. One of the most important titles of Christ is Logos (“Word”). The idea behind this title embodied

God’s revelation of Himself to humanity. Scholars debate whether John borrowed this term from the

Greeks or the Jews. If the term is Greek, there may be numerous philosophical implications; if Hebrew,
it may have referred to wisdom (Prov. 5—8) or the Law (Ex. 20). Probably Jesus is called “the Word of God” be-
cause the phrase occurs over 1,200 times in the Old Testament to refer to the message of God. Jesus is the ex-
pression and communication of the Word. He is both the incarnate and the inspired Word. lllustration: Satan is
twice recorded in Scripture as tempting someone. On the first occasion he questioned the integrity of the Word
of God (Gen. 3:1-5). On the second occasion he questioned the integrity of Christ, the Word of God incarnate
(Matt. 4:3, 6). Those who question the validity of the Scriptures today similarly question the integrity of Christ.
Application: Christians need to study the written Word of God to learn more about the incarnate Word of God.

(First Reference, Gen. 15:1; Primary Reference, John 1:1.)
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nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the

1:14 *Matt. 1:16;

John’s Denial That He Was the Christ

will of man, but of God. rm e, 19 And this is %the Irecord of John,
14 2And the Word bwas! made “flesh, 44Phil.27  when the Jews sent priests and Levites

and dwelt among us, (and 4we beheld

1Tim. 3:16; Heb.
2:14; 1John 1:1;

from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art

his glory, the glory as of the only begot-  #22/0m7  thoy?
ten of the Father,) éfull of grace and d-Isé 405;2Pet. 20 And “he confessed, and denied
truth. ‘Jomssz Dot but confessed,1am not the Christ.

14:6; 18:37]; Col.

21 And they asked him, What then?

s . . 1:19 . !
John’s Witness of Christ ihecameflesh ~ Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not.

15 9John bare witness of him, and %22 'M5%  Art thou “that prophet? And he an-
cried, saying, This was he of whom I  ?[Mat. 3:11] swered, No.
spake, PHe that cometh after melispre- ;\ooisi7,,, 22 Then said they unto him, Who art
ferred before me: ¢for he was before me. lgilgg[; - thou? that we may give an answer to

16 And of his *fulness have allwere- 519 s13col.  them that sent us. What sayest thou of
ceived, and grace for grace. 1{:1179;@] 2o thyself?

17 For %he law was given by Moses, bjohnr14; 23 He said, %I am the voice of one
but bgrace and ctruth came by Jesus ~Xom-52" crying in the wilderness, Make straight
Christ.N hath cod JJohnf3z the way of the Lord, as bsaid the prophet

18 2No man hath seen God at any ,.;gagy 3300, Esaias.
time; Pthe Ol’lly begOtten Son, which is llv'llilltr; léfz 4:9 1:19 “John 5:33 !testimony 1:20 “Luke 3:15; John
inthe bosom of the Father, hehathde- ops. 2.:7;.]0hn 3:28; Acts 1325 1:214Deut. 18:);5, 1{;; Matt. 21:11; ][)hn

clared him.

3:16, 18; 1John

6:14; 7:40 1:23 *Matt. 3:3 P Mal. 3:1; Is. 40:3

1:14. Made flesh indicates the incarnation of God
the Son. The use of flesh contradicts the Gnostic her-
esy that God could not be united with human flesh,
which was seen as evil. Dwelt among us: John uses
the word for “tabernacled,” here translated “dwelt.”
The Old Testament tabernacle was where God dwelt
among the Jews in the wilderness. In this context,
God is dwelling in the person of Jesus Christ. We
beheld his glory: Perhaps John refers to the shek-
inah glory which appeared in the tabernacle of the
Old Testament. The expression signifies the visible
manifestation of God. John later uses glory to refer to
Jesus’ life (2:11), death, and resurrection (12:23).

1:15. After me: Jesus came into this world about six
months after John (for human chronology, see Luke
1:56, 57). He was before me: Jesus existed in eter-
nity, so had precedence over John in authority.

1:16, 17. Fulness (cf. Col. 1:19): Here the fullness
looks back to verse 14, “full of grace and truth.”
Grace for grace means “grace heaped on grace.”
Grace is evident in the Old Testament (cf. Gen. 6:8;
Ex. 34:6) but not in the fullness now experienced in
Jesus Christ. Grace is God’s unmerited favor toward
sinners for their salvation (cf. Eph. 2:8, 9).

1:18. No man hath seen God: That is, no one has

QS

INCARNATION

ever seen God in all of His essence, since God is
Spirit (4:24; 1 Tim. 6:16). Only begotten Son: Some
manuscripts read “only begotten God.” He hath
declared him: Although no one has seen God in
all of His essence, people have at least seen God in
Jesus Christ (cf. 14:9).

1:19—2:11. Here the events of the first week are
given: John testifies to the Sanhedrin (vv. 19-28);
John testifies of his experience of baptizing Jesus
(vv. 29—34); John testifies further and the first two
disciples are called (vv. 35-39); Simon Peter comes
to Christ (vv. 40—42); two more disciples, Philip and
Nathanael, come to Christ (vv. 43—51); Jesus per-
forms the first miracle (2:1—-11).

1:21. Elias (Elijah): Malachi predicts the coming of
Elijah in the last two verses of the Old Testament
(Mal. 4:5, 6). But John says he is not Elijah in the
way that the Jews think, that is, as inaugurator of
the regime of the Jewish earthly kingdom. Contrast
this with what Jesus says in Matthew 11:11—14 and
17:11—13. That prophet refers to the promise in Deu-
teronomy 18:15 of the Messiah’s coming.

1:23. I am the voice: When asked who he is, John
replies that who he is matters less than what he
says. John underscores his message (cf. Is. 40:3).

1:14. The term incarnation refers here to the miracle of God the Son becoming human, yet remaining
God. John summarizes this miracle with the expression “the Word was made flesh” (v. 14). The term
Word is a title of deity used by John to describe Jesus. (See Logos, v. 1.) The term flesh speaks of Christ’s

humanity. (See Humanity of Christ, Luke 2:52.) lllustration: To deny either the deity or humanity of Christ is to
deny the very nature of the God-man. Application: Even in New Testament times there were people with the
spirit of antichrist who denied truths concerning the Lord (1 John 2:18). The Christian response to such individu-
als is complete separation (2 John 7—11). (First Reference, Gen. 3:15; Primary Reference, John 1:14; cf. Luke 1:27.)



24 And they which were sent were of
the Pharisees.

25 And they asked him, and said
unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if
thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, nei-
ther that prophet?

26 John answered them, saying, 41
baptize with water: Pbut there standeth
one among you, whom ye know not;

27 9He it is, who coming after me lis
preferred before me, whose shoe’s
latchet I am not worthy to unloose.

28 These things were done %n Beth-
abara beyond Jordan, where John was
baptizing.

Behold the Lamb of God

29 The next day John seeth Jesus
coming unto him, and saith, Behold
athe Lamb of God, bwhich taketh away
the sin of the world.

30 This is he of whom I said, After
me cometh a man which 1is preferred
before me: for he was before me.

31 And I knew him not: but that he
should be made manifest to Israel,
atherefore am I come baptizing with
water.

32 2And John bare record, saying, I
saw the Spirit descending from heaven
like a dove, and it 2abode upon him.

33 And I knew him not: but he that
sent me to baptize with water, the same
said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt

1:26 ¢ Matt. 3:11;
[Mark 1:8; Luke
3:16; Acts 1:5)
bMal. 3:1; John
4:10; 8:19; 9:30;
Acts 13:27

1:27 %[John 3:31];
Acts 19:4; [Col.
1:17)
1ranks higher
than I

1:28 4Judg. 7:24

1:29 ¢[Ex. 12:3];
Acts 8:32;
[1Pet. 1:19]; Rev.
5:6—14
b(Is. 53:11;
1Cor. 15:3; Gal.
1:4; 1Pet. 2:24;
1John 2:2; Rev.
1:5]

1:30 lranks
higher than I

1:31 4Mal. 3:1;
Matt. 3:6

1:32 %1s. 42:1;
61:1; Matt. 3:16;
Mark 1:10; Luke
3:22
1witness
2 remained

1:33 ¢ Matt. 3:11;
Mark 1:8; Luke
3:16; Acts 1:5

1:34 Ps. 2:7;
Luke 1:35; John
11:27
1testified

1:36 4John 1:29

1:37 ¢ Matt.
4:20, 22

1:38 1 Teacher
2areyou
staying

1:39 lremained

1:40 “Matt. 4:18;
Mark 1:29; 13:3;
John 6:8; 12:22

1:411translated
2Lit. Anointed
One

1:42 “Matt. 16:18
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see the Spirit descending, and remain-
ing on him, “the same is he which bap-
tizeth with the Holy Ghost.

34 And I saw, and 'bare record that
this is the 2Son of God.

Two of John’s Disciples Follow Jesus

35 Again the next day after John
stood, and two of his disciples;

36 And looking upon Jesus as he
walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of
God!

37 And the two disciples heard him
speak, and they %followed Jesus.

38 Then Jesus turned, and saw them
following, and saith unto them, What
seek ye? They said unto him, Rabbi,
(which is to say, being interpreted,
IMaster,) where 2dwellest thou?

39 He saith unto them, Come and
see. They came and saw where he
dwelt, and labode with him that day:
for it was about the tenth hour.

40 One of the two which heard John
speak, and followed him, was Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother.

41 He first findeth his own brother
Simon, and saith unto him, We have
found the Messias, which is, Ibeing in-
terpreted, the 2Christ.

42 And he brought him to Jesus. And
when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou
art Simon the son of Jona: ?thou shalt

1:25. Why baptizest thou: Baptism could only be
performed by prophets, or other authorities. It was
the rite of Gentile entrance into Judaism.

1:29. Lamb of God: The lamb was used for sacrifice
in the Passover (Ex. 12) and the sin offering (Lev. 4).
Some suggest that this may allude to the scapegoat
(Lev. 16), or to the suffering servant (Is. 53:7).

1:31. The baptism of Jesus serves as a proof of His
deity to John. The Holy Spirit came on Jesus and
remained (cf. 3:34) to assist in His baptismal work.
Before Jesus’ baptism, John knew Him only as a

e

A2

good cousin, not as the Lamb of God. Not until he
saw the Holy Spirit descending on Jesus did John
realize that He was the Son of God (v. 34).

1:39. Tenth hour: This was ten o’clock in the morn-
ing. John used Roman time, not Jewish time as is
used in the other gospels. See 19:14.

1:40. One of the two: The other disciple was proba-
bly John, the author of this gospel.

1:41, 42. Simon means “Hot-tempered, Volatile,
and Violent.” Cephas (Aramaic) means “Stable as a
Rock.” Petros (Greek) means “Rock.”

1:40. Andrew was a native of Bethsaida on the shore of the Sea of Galilee (John 1:44), but during the
ministry of Christ he, like his brother Simon Peter, worked as a fisherman out of Capernaum (Mark
1:21, 29). They worked as partners with James and John, the sons of Zebedee (Luke 5:10). Andrew is
best known for his ministry of bringing men to Christ. When John the Baptist first proclaimed Jesus to

be the Son of God, Andrew left John and at once found Simon. Then they both followed Jesus. When Greek
proselytes sought Jesus, Andrew with Philip arranged the meeting (John 12:20—-22). Though Andrew was present
on the Day of Pentecost and involved in the ministry of the early church, nothing is known of his specific minis-
try. (First Reference, Matt. 4:18; Primary Reference, John 1.)
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be called Cephas, which is by interpre-
tation, A stone.

The Calling of Philip and Nathanael

1:42 ! Peter

1:43 *Matt. 10:3;
John 6:5; 12:21,
22;14:8,9
Lwanted to

1:44 “John 12:21

1:45 %John 21:2

him, and saith of him, Behold %an Isra-
elite indeed, in whom is no lguile!

48 Nathanael saith unto him,
IWhence knowest thou me? Jesus an-
swered and said unto him, Before that

43 The day following Jesus lwould go  ?[Gen.3:5; o

forth into Galilee, and findeth @Philip, E&l{t 218::;8]; Philip called thee, when thou wast un-
. . a2t der the fig tree, I saw thee.
and saith unto him, Follow me. [165;\‘/[2 714 ’ .

44 Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the Zch. 612, 49 Nathanael answered and saith
citv of Andrew and Peter ’ Luke 24:27 unto him, Rabbi, 4thou art the Son of

XS Philip f‘i)‘;ldeth “Na.thanael and Efﬂfgt;j Rl God; thou art bthe King of Israel.

- . X eLuke 3:23 50 Jesus answered and said unto
saith un;o him, We have found him, of ‘;‘;?;;"’h“ 4L him, Because I said unto thee, I saw
whom "Moses in the 13“” and the pyeess  thee under the figtree, believest thou?
‘prophets, did write, Jesus %of Nazareth, 7! . thou shalt see greater things than
the ¢son of Joseph. ey these.

. . 1:49 ¢Ps. 2:7; . . .

46 And Nathanael said unto him, “war. 1433; 51 And he saith unto him, Verily, ver-
“Can there any good thing come outof  jyet3® ily, I say unto you, “Hereafter ye shall
Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come e Gen.2812; see heaven open, and the angels of God
and see. ) Acsro.  ascending and descending upon the

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to 75556 Son of man.

1:44. Bethsaida was on the north coast of the Sea
of Galilee where Philip, Andrew, Peter, James, and
John worked as fishermen. The other gospels indi-
cate Capernaum was another home of Andrew and
Peter.

1:45. Nathanael may have been the disciple who is
called Bartholomew elsewhere in the gospels.

1:48. When thou wast under the fig tree: This was a
favorite place used by the Jews for meditation. Jesus
evidently meant a specific time which Nathanael
understood. And if Nathanael had been praying
concerning the promised Messiah (v. 45), this would
explain his remarkable response in verse 49, where
he confesses Jesus’ deity and messiahship.

1:49. Nathanael believed readily because of the

ANOINTED OFFICES OF CHRIST

witness of Philip (v. 45), and the sincerity of his
heart (no guile, v. 47). But he was not gullible; he
questioned anyone from Nazareth (v. 46), and the
impact of the presence of Jesus (v. 47, 48). Nathanael
was from Cana in Galilee (see 21:2); in chapter 2 we
find Jesus also at Cana. Perhaps chapter 2 records
Nathanael’s wedding.

1:51. Here is another reference to Jacob, who saw
angels ascending and descending (Gen. 28:12). We
have no record of when the disciples saw this proph-
ecy fulfilled. In this passage the angels were ascend-
ing first, then descending; perhaps a reference to
prayers sent heavenward and then answered. Jesus
is presented as the stair between heaven and earth.

1:41. In the Old Testament, men of God who were called for special service were initiated into three
offices by an act of anointing. Each of these three offices finds its fulfillment in Christ. The titles Christ
and Messiah literally mean “Anointed One.” lllustration: As the Prophet, like Moses (Deut. 18:15), Jesus

declared the most complete revelation of the Father (v. 18). As the faithful Priest (1 Sam. 2:35), He offered the
ultimate sacrifice, the sacrifice of Himself (Heb. 9:14). As the King of Kings, He is not only in ultimate control now
(Ps. 21:1), but will also reign a thousand years in His own kingdom (Rev. 20:1-6). Application: Because Jesus is our
Prophet, Priest, and King, believers should heed what He says as a Prophet in the Scriptures, come in prayer to
Him as to a Priest, and serve Him as their King. (First Reference, Ps. 2:2; Primary Reference, John 1:47; cf. Phil. 2:7.)

o 1:45. Nathanael was an early disciple of Jesus and possibly one of the Twelve. At the beginning of
Jesus’” ministry Philip brought Nathanael to Him. Both were Galileans: Nathanael from Cana, Philip
& from Bethsaida. Nathanael was skeptical about the Messiah coming from Nazareth, but when Jesus

manifested His supernatural knowledge of Nathanael (vv. 47, 48), he believed and followed Him.
Nathanael is mentioned only in John’s gospel (1:45-51; 21:2), but the following evidence supports his identifica-
tion with Bartholomew: Nathanael is mentioned only in John’s gospel, and Bartholomew is mentioned only in
the listings of the Twelve in Acts and the synoptic Gospels (Matt. 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14; Acts 1:13); Philip
brought Nathanael to Jesus, and Bartholomew is listed together with Philip; finally, John associates Nathanael
with the Twelve (21:2). It thus seems at least plausible to identify Nathanael and Bartholomew as the same man.
“Bartholomew” is patronymic (naming the father), meaning Son of Tolmai, so its bearer would also possess
another name, such as Nathanael.
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Jesus Turns Water Into Wine 21 "[}Ilieb. 134]  purifying of the Jews, containing two
And the third day there wasa®ma- cjonmias  OF three 2firkins apiece.

rriage in YCana of Galilee; and the
‘mother of Jesus was there:

2 Andboth Jesus was Icalled, and his
disciples, to the marriage.

3 And when they lwanted wine, the
mother of Jesus saith unto him, They
have no wine.

4 Jesus saith unto her, “Woman,
bwhat thave I to do with thee? ‘mine
hour is not yet come.

8:20

2:2 Linvited

2:3 Lran out of

2:4 %John 19:26
b2 Sam. 16:10
¢John 7:6, 8, 30;

1 does your
concern have
to do with me
2:6 ¢ Matt. 15:2;
[Mark 7:3; Luke
11:39]; John 3:25
Laccording to

2 Gr. metretes

7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the wa-
terpots with water. And they filled
them up to the brim.

8 And he saith unto them, Draw out
now, and 2bear unto the 3governor of
the feast. And they bare it.

9 When the Iruler of the feast had
tasted 9the water that was made wine,
and knew not whence it was: (but the
servants which drew the water knew;)

5 His mother saith unto the servants, %3 Praw the 1governor of the feast called the
Whatsoever he saith untoyou, doit. 2 take it bridegroom,
. master . .
6 And there were set there six water-  ,:g4john 4:46 10 And saith unto him, Every man at
T master

pots of stone, %after! the manner of the

the beginning doth set forth good wine;

2:1. According to Jewish marriage customs, the
betrothal lasted about a year. In the evening, the
bride was led to the bridegroom’s home for the
ceremony, which was followed by a supper. The
festivities often lasted more than a day. Jesus’
mother, Mary, may have been responsible for the
arrangements. (See also v. 5.) Her name never
appears in John’s gospel; she is merely referred to
as the mother of Jesus. Cana is only about seven
miles north of Nazareth. Jesus attended the wed-
ding, blessing the festive and joyful occasion. Some
of His disciples also attended—Andrew, Simon,
Philip, Nathanael, and John. His presence at such
legitimate functions prompted the Pharisees to call
Jesus a “winebibber.”

SON OF MAN

2:4. The term woman in Greek (guné) is one of
respect (cf. 19:26). Mine hour is not yet come (cf.
7:8, 30; 8:20; 17:1) refers to His crucifixion hour,
His greatest concern. It was not yet time for Him to
reveal His messiahship (cf. 8:20).

2:6. Waterpots were normally used for washing
feet. Firkins were about nine gallons, so each pot
held 18 to 27 gallons (total capacity: 108 to 162 gal-
lons).

2:9. Much has been written about the wine Jesus
created. Oinos is the New Testament word for the
fruit of the vine, but it implies nothing concerning
fermentation. Whatever Jesus re-creates (water) is
better than it was and better than man can make it
(fermented wine).

1:51. The primary name Jesus used of Himself was “Son of man” (e.g., 12:34). It emphasized His mes-
sianic office and uniquely identified His humanity. The messianic nature of this title is tied to Daniel’s
vision of the Ancient of Days. Illustration: When Stephen spoke of seeing “the Son of man standing

on the right hand of God” (Acts 7:56), he clearly referred to the Messiah. Application: As Messiah, Jesus fulfilled
the three anointed offices of Prophet, Priest, and King. He is today: our Prophet, spokesman for God; our Priest,
representative before God; and our King, ruler in the lives of God’s subjects. (First Reference, Gen. 14:17—24;

Primary Reference, John 1:51; cf. John 18:6.)

2:1. Cana of Galilee is a village west of the Sea of

Galilee. It is mentioned only in John’s gospel and

only on three occasions. First, it is identified as

the place where Jesus performed His first mira-
cle—changing water to wine (vv. 1, 11). Second, here Jesus
spoke the word that healed a nobleman’s son who lay sick in
Capernaum (4:46—54). Third, Cana is named as Nathanael’s
hometown (21:2). The exact geographical location of Cana
has not yet been ascertained, but two sites are commonly
proposed. The first is about four miles northeast of Naza-
reth. The second, which most scholars identify as the prob-
able location of the ancient village, is nine miles north of
Nazareth. It bears the Arabic title Khirbet Qana, highly rem-
iniscent of the biblical name.

Excavations at Cana
Todd Bolen/www.BiblePlaces.com
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and when men have well drunk, then
that which is lworse: but thou hast kept

2:10 !inferior
2:11 %John 4:54
blJohn 1:14]

20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six
years was this temple in building, and

the good wine until now. JSans wilt thou Irear it up in three days?
11 This %beginning of Imiracles did aizeman413 21 Buthespake %of the temple of his
Jesus in Cana of Galilee, band 2mani- 3244~ body.

fested forth his glory; and his disciples
believed on him.

13:55

2:13 EX. 12:14;

22 When therefore he was risen from
the dead, ¢his disciples remembered

Deut. 16:1-6;
Jons:;6:4; that he had said this unto them; and
Jesus Cleanses the Temple sigema s they believed the scripture, and the
12 After this he went down to @Ca- H . word which Jesus had said.
pernaum, he, and his mother, and Phis  ruke19:45 23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at
brethren, and his disciples: and they %3.*"» = the passover, in the feast day, many be-
continued there not many days. 216 “Luke 249 Jjeved in his name, when they saw “the
13 9And the Jews’ passover was at sagenac . lmiracles which he did.
hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, ;i;slgl‘;‘t‘;‘ 630 24 But Jesus did not commit himself
14 2And found in the temple those ‘26612740,  unto them, because he %knew all men,
that sold oxen and sheep and doves, Eidiglilfhii 25 And needed not that any should
and the changers of money sitting: 24:46; Acts testify of man: for *he knew what was
15 And when he had made alscourge §go o in man.
of small cords, he drove them all out of ififal[féiére
the temple, and the sheep, and the ‘3i6619;2cor. Nicodemus Questions Jesus
oxen; and poured out the changers’ {i (%> There was a man of the Pharisees,

money, and 2overthrew the tables;

16 And said unto them that sold
doves, Take these things hence; make
not %my Father’s house an house of
merchandise.

17 And his disciples remembered
that it was written, The zeal of thine
house hath eaten me up.

18 Then answered the Jews and said
unto him, *What sign shewest thou
unto us, seeing that thou doest these
things?

19 Jesus answered and said unto
them, ?Destroy this temple, and in
three days I will raise it up.

14:26

2:23

19:39

2:22 ?Luke 24:8;
John 2:17; 12:16;

2:23 %[John 5:36;
Acts 2:22]
Lsigns

2:24 “Matt. 9:4;
John 16:30; Rev.

2:25 41 Sam.
16:7; 1Chr. 28:9;
Matt. 9:4; [Mark
2:8]; John 6:64;
16:30; Acts 1:24;
Rev. 2:23

3:2 4John 7:50;

bJohn 9:16, 33;
Acts 2:22
¢[Acts 10:38]
Lsigns
3:3 4[John 1:13;
Gal. 6:15; Titus

named Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews:

2 9The same came to Jesus by night,
and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that
thou art a teacher come from God: for
bno man can do these lmiracles that
thou doest, except ‘God be with him.

3 Jesus answered and said unto him,
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, %Except a
man be born lagain, he cannot see the
kingdom of God.

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How
can a man be born when he is old? can

3:5; James 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23; 1John 3:9] 1Or from above

2:11. Jesus’ miracles always had a purpose. This mir-
acle resulted in the manifestation of His glory (cf.
1:14), and in His disciples’ belief in Him (cf. 20:31).
2:14. Changers of money: Pilgrims to Jerusalem
carried all sorts of currencies, but they brought no
animals for sacrifices. Exchanges and purchases
could be made at the temple.

2:15. Drove them all out: The synoptic Gospels
report that Jesus cleansed the temple, but only during
the last week before the Crucifixion (Matt. 21:12—27;
Mark 11:15-33; Luke 19:45—20:8). John alone
describes such a cleansing early in Christ’s ministry.
2:23-25. Many believed in Jesus when they wit-
nessed His miracles, but Jesus did not entrust His fate
to their hands, for He knew what was in man. The
same word, pisteuo (“believe,” or “commit”), is used
in verses 23 and 24. Jesus knew men’s hearts. This is

illustrated by His subsequent interviews with Nico-
demus, the woman at the well, and the nobleman.
3:1. Nicodemus was a Pharisee, a ruler of the Jews
(member of the Sanhedrin), and a master of Israel
(arabbi, v. 10).

3:2. By night: Probably he feared criticism. John
refers several times to “fear of the Jews” (see 7:13;
9:22; 12:42, 43; 19:38). Nicodemus accepted Jesus as
a teacher and a rabbi from God who worked mira-
cles, but Jesus was not impressed with the depth of
Nicodemus’s belief or understanding. Many unbe-
lievers still agree that Jesus was “a great man.”

3:3. Verily, verily (lit., “amen, amen”) occurs only in
John’s gospel, and then always for emphasis. Born
again may be translated either “again” or “from
above.” Perhaps both ideas should be combined
here, to indicate the repetition of an act from another
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he enter the second time into hismoth- 3:;5¢Marki616; God So Loved the World
er’s womb, and be born? b 12 If I have told you earthly things,
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say . ;3%5151:;507‘ and ye believe not, how shall ye believe,

unto thee, “Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God.

6 That which is born of the fleshis .

3:10 1 teacher

Eccl. 11:5; Ezek.
37:9;1Cor. 2:11
1wishes

3:9 4John 6:52,

if I tell you of heavenly things?

13 And “no man hath ascended up to
heaven, but he that came down from
heaven, even the Son of man which is

aflesh; and that which is born of the = ;][Mam in heaven.
Spirit is spirit. bohnzzzss 14 2And as Moses lifted up the ser-

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye _#hat pent in the wilderness, even so Pmust
must be born again. 30:12; Prov. the Son of man be lifted up:

8 @The wind bloweth where it 3’083 15 Thatwhosoever 9believeth in him
listeth, and thou hearest the sound Ec& 1547 should not perish, but bhave eternal life.
thereof, but canst not tell whence it syetumars 16 For God so loved the world, that
cometh, and whither it goeth: so is \Ma2735  he gaye his only begotten bSon, that
every one that is born of the Spirit. Luke 23:33; whosoever believeth in him should not

9 Nicodemus answered and said ]13}1312811813 perish, but have everlasting life.
unto him, How can these things be? st i G 17 9For God sent not his Son into the

10 Jesus answered and said unto him, = 316 arom. world to condemn the world; but that
Artthou almaster of Israel, and know- g,‘;h‘ils’gjl“ﬁ the world through him might be saved.
est not these things? [1John 4:9,10; 18 9He that believeth on him is not

11 @Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We {5t 5%, condemned: but he that believeth not
speak 'that we do know, and testify swzeMat. s condemned already, because he hath
Ithat we have seen; and Pye receive not  jjornaas

our witness.

3:18 4John 5:24;

6:40, 47; 20:31; Rom. 8:1

source. John might have said “again” had he wished
to indicate repetition of an act from the same source.
Only John uses this expression in the Gospels. This
concept of the New Birth includes these implica-
tions: (1) It undercuts Jewish dependence on being
sons of Abraham (cf. 8:39). (2) It reveals that there
must be a work of God “from above,” since the Jews
considered children (new births) to be God’s blessing.
(3) It teaches the necessity of a new beginning.

3:5. Born of water implies natural, physical birth,
since Spirit refers to supernatural spiritual birth.

3:13. Son of man was a messianic title. See Daniel
7:13 for the Old Testament source.

3:14. Serpent: Nicodemus was a follower of Moses.
Numbers 21 tells of the Jewish murmuring, the fiery
serpents, the brass serpent, and the healing of the
people who looked in faith (cf. 2 Cor. 5:21, showing
that Jesus was made “sin for us”).

3:18. This verse answers the question, “Why do
people go to hell?” It is because they do not believe
in Jesus.

o 3:1. Nicodemus was the ruler of the Jews who secretly
came to Jesus during the night. He was a Pharisee and a
& teacher (v. 10), who like Joseph of Arimathea (another se-

cret disciple) was a member of the Sanhedrin. Nicodemus

is mentioned three times in the New Testament, all in John’s gospel.
In these three passages, John seems to focus on the progression in
his spiritual life. In chapter 3 he comes to Jesus without any change
evident in his life. In John 7:50 a change is observable in that he de-
fends Jesus against the charges of the Sanhedrin. At the Crucifixion
both Nicodemus and Joseph boldly and publicly stand as disciples of

Jesus (19:38, 39). (Primary Reference, John 3.)

Jesus teaching Nicodemus
© Freedom Studio/Shutterstock
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not believed in the name of the only 3:194[john 1:4,
begotten Son of God. e

19 And this is the condemnation, & “slf;‘; 243
athat llight is come into the world, and i pracrises

men loved darkness rather than light, 2exposed
3:214[John 15:4,

because their deeds were evil. 5]; 1Cor. 15:10
20 For %very one that !doeth evilha- 322-Jchn 1,2
teth the light, neither cometh to the 3:23°15am. 94

light, lest his deeds should be 2reproved. 4326

21 Buthe that doeth truth comethto 143 Mark 6:17;
the light, that his deeds may be made 3126 4100 17,
manifest, that they are %wroughtin God. 527,34

Mark 2:2; 3:10;
5:24; Luke 8:19
John Testimony About Jesus 31-533_2[5‘;"1“(‘5%

22 After these things came Jesusand 3, 6;4:7; Heb.
his disciples into the land of Judaea; Spame 1%

and there he tarried with them, %and 3:28 ¢John

. 1:19—27
baptlzed. bMal. 3:1; Mark
23 And John also was baptizing in 2 [Luke117]
3:29 4 Matt.

Aenon near to 9Salim, because there 2:;[2Cor.

was much water there: Pand they came, ;;fR‘ghsz
and were baptized. bSor;gISZI
24 For “John was not yet cast into SN
prison. 823
Matt. 28:18;

25 Then there arose a question be-  john 115, 27.
tween some of John’s disciples and the [lggf;ﬁ‘;“;é?ﬁ?
Jews about purifying. ¢1Cor. 15:47

26 And they came unto John, and (5" &3
said unto him, Rabbi, he that was with  Eph. 1:21; Phil
thee beyond Jordan, 2o whom thou 3 ers s3.1 3

barest witness, behold, the same bap- Johnz11; 1515
. b . Lbears witness
tizeth, and all men Pcome to him. 3:33 4Rom. 3:4;

27 John answered and said, A man  tJohn510

can receive nothing, except it be given
him from heaven.

28 Ye yourselves bear me witness,
that I said, @I am not the Christ, but
bthat I am sent before him.

29 aHe that hath the bride is the
bridegroom: but Pthe friend of the
bridegroom, which standeth and
heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because
of the bridegroom’s voice: this my joy
therefore is fulfilled.

30 ?He must increase, but [ mustde-
crease.

31 “He that cometh from above Pis
above all: ¢he that is of the earth is
earthly, and speaketh of the earth: ¢he
that cometh from heaven is above all.

32 And “what he hath seen and
heard, that he ltestifieth; and no man
receiveth his testimony.

33 He that hath received his testi-
mony “hath Iset to his seal that God is
true.

34 2For he whom God hath sent spea-
keth the words of God: for God giveth
not the Spirit by measure unto him.

35 2The Father loveth the Son, and
hath given all things into his hand.

36 %He that believeth on the Son

Lcertified 3:34 %Deut. 18:18; John 7:16 PJohn 1:16
3:35 ¢ Matt. 11:27; Luke 10:22; John 5:20; [Heb. 2:8]
3:36 John 3:16, 17; 6:47; Rom. 1:17; 1John 5:10

3:22-24. Here are the concurrent ministries of Jesus  3:23. Much water suggests that John’s baptism was
and John. Sometimes the other gospels may leave probably by immersion.

the impression that John’s ministry ended when 3:34. God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto
Jesus’ began. Although it did decrease, it continued him: Some manuscripts read: “He gives the Spirit
for a season (cf. Acts 19:1-7). without measure,” which would then refer to the

love and the source of all true love. His love is unconditional and consistently seeks the highest good

LOVE OF GOD
3:16. Love is both an attribute of God and a description of His being. He alone is the epitome of divine

of the one who is loved. lllustration: God’s love was clearly demonstrated at Calvary when Jesus died
for all our sins (1 John 3:1). Application: Because God first loved us, we ought to love others as well (1 John 4:11).
(First Reference, Gen. 2:16, 17; Primary Reference, John 3:16; cf. James 1:17.)

God the Father and Jesus as the Son of the Father. It serves to distinguish Christ as the only Son of

ONLY BEGOTTEN
3:16. The Greek word monogene~s is used by John to convey only the unique relationship between

God, in contrast with the many children of God. The uniqueness of this relationship is further em-

phasized by the fact that we become the children of God whereas Jesus always was the Son of God. lllustration:
Though unique in His relationship to God, Jesus is described by Paul as the firstborn among many brethren.
Application: Christians’ relationship to God may not be the same as that of Christ to the Father, but Christians
can call God their Father. As children of God we should always seek to be as obedient as the only begotten Son
of God. (First Reference, Ps. 2:7; Primary Reference, John 3:16.)
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hath everlasting life: and he that be- 3:36rom. made and “baptized more disciples
lieveth not the Son shall not see life; 55EPR-56 thap John,
but the Pwrath of God labideth on ‘tremains 2 (Though Jesus himself baptized
him. not, but his disciples,)
3 Heleft Judaea, and departed again

The Woman at Jacob’s Well 4190hn322,  into Galilee.

When therefore the Lord knew how oo ied” 4 And he Imust needs go through Sa-

the Pharisees had heard that Jesus t09° maria.

sending of the Holy Spirit (cf. 7:37-39; Acts 1:5; 11:15, 4:4. Go through Samaria: The circuitous route
16). taken by strict Jews from Jerusalem to Galilee was
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5 Then cometh he to a city of Sama-

4:5 “Gen. 33:19;

7 There cometh a woman of Samaria

ria, which is called Sychar, near to the  Fgn#3> to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give
Iparcel of ground that 9Jacob bgave to {‘;Slf;} 412 me to drink.

his son Joseph. 4:81food 8 (For his disciples were gone away

6 Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus 42.15'92®  unto the city to buy 'meat.)
therefore, being wearied with hisjour- Hanes 9 Then saith the woman of Samaria
. 3 :52; . .« . .

ney, sat thus on the well: and it was 1033 1rac: unto him, How is it that thou, being a
about the sixth hour. Johmss Jew, askest drink of me, which am a

toward Jericho, across the Jordan River to the east
side, north through Perea (bypassing the hated
Samaritans), and finally recrossing the Jordan into

Galilee. See verse 9 below.

4:5. Sychar was the Old Testament Shechem (Gen.

33:18-20).

4:9. The Samaritans had intermarried with Gentiles
during the Assyrian captivity (2 Kin. 17:24—41). They
acknowledged only the Pentateuch as Scripture,

and around 400 B.c. built a temple on Mount Ge-

rizim.

4:4.Samaria is the name of both a city and a region in the heart of Palestine. The region has as its east-
west boundaries the Jordan River and the Mediterranean, and for its north-south boundaries Galilee
and Judea. Its major cities are Shechem (Sychar) and Samaria (Sebaste) in the center, and Joppa and
Caesarea on its western coast. The city of Samaria was the Old Testament capital of the northern king-

dom. Herod the Great completely rebuilt it between 30 and 20 B.c. and named it Sebaste. It is to this city that
Philip takes the gospel (Acts 8:5—25); and Peter, by the laying on of his hands, confirms that this work among the
Samaritans is one with the Jewish work in Jerusalem (Acts 8:14—17). The Samaritan people had been despised by
the Jews since Old Testament times due to their intermarriage with the Gentile peoples among whom they lived
(cf. 2 Kin. 17:24-33), and due to their belief that Mount Gerizim, not Jerusalem, was the place appointed by God for
sacrifice (cf. v. 20). When Christ first commissioned the Twelve, He forbade them to go to the Samaritans; Israel
needed to repent first, Matthew 10:5, 6. Later, however, Christ specifically sent them to the Samaritans (Acts 1:8).
Christ treated the Samaritans graciously, as is evident from His dealings with the Samaritan woman at the well
(vv. 9—26), and from His teaching in the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:29—37) and His healing of the 10
lepers, in which the thankful one was a Samaritan (Luke 17:11—19). Samaria was ruled alternately by the Herods and
the Roman procurators: Herod the Great and Archelaus until A.p. 6; procurators, including Pilate, from A.p. 6 to 41;
Herod Agrippa | from A.D. 41 to 44; and procurators thereafter, including Felix and Festus (Acts 24—26).

Steps up to the temple Herod built at Sebaste © 1995 by Phoenix Data Systems



woman of Samaria? for ?the Jews have
no dealings with the PSamaritans.

10 Jesus answered and said unto her,
If thou knewest the 4gift of God, and
who it is that saith to thee, Give me to
drink; thou wouldest have asked of
him, and he would have given thee bliv-
ing water.

11 The woman saith unto him, Sir,
thou hast nothing to draw with, and the
well is deep: from whence then hast
thou that living water?

12 Art thou greater than our father
Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank
thereof himself, and his children, and
his Icattle?

13 Jesus answered and said unto her,
Whosoever drinketh of this water shall
thirst again:

14 But “whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give him
bshall be in him a well of water spring-
ing up into everlasting life.

15 9The woman saith unto him, Sir,
give me this water, that I thirst not, nei-
ther come hither to draw.

16 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy
husband, and come hither.

17 The woman answered and said, I
have no husband. Jesus said unto her,
Thou hast well said, [ have no husband:

18 For thou hast had five husbands;
and he whom thou now hast is not thy
husband: in that saidst thou truly.

19 The woman saith unto him, Sir, 41
perceive that thou art a prophet.

20 Our fathers worshipped in “this
mountain; and ye say, that in PJerusa-
lem is the place where men ought to
worship.

4:10 %[Rom.
5:15]
bls.12:3; 44:3;
Jer. 2:13; Zech.
13:1; 14:8; John
7:38

4:12 !livestock

4:14 %[John
6:35, 58]
bJohn 7:37,38
1 fountain

4:15 ?John
6:34, 35; 17:2,
3; [Rom. 6:23;
1John 5:20]

4:19 *Matt.

21:11; Luke 7:16,

39; 24:19; John
6:14; 7:40; 9:17
4:20 “Gen.
12:6-8; 33:18,
20; Judg. 9:7
bDeut. 12:5,
11; 1Kin. 9:3;
2 Chr. 7:12; Ps.
122:1-9

4:21%[Mal. 1:11];
1Tim. 2:8

4:22 ¢[2Kin.
17:28—41]
b(Is. 2:3; Luke
24:47; Rom. 3:1;
9:4,5]

4:23 *Matt.
18:20; [Heb.
13:10-14]
bPhil. 3:3
¢[John 1:17]

4:24 %2 Cor. 3:17

4:25 “Deut.
18:15
bJohn 4:29, 39

4:26 “Dan. 9:25;
Matt. 26:63, 64;
Mark 14:61, 62

4:271Lit. a

4:29 “John 4:25
1could this be

4:30 Lwere
coming

4:311urged
2Gr. Rabbi

4:32 1 food
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21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, be-
lieve me, the hour cometh, when ye
shall neither in this mountain, nor yet
at Jerusalem, worship the Father.

22 Ye worship %ye know not what: we
know what we worship: for Psalvation
is of the Jews.

23 But the hour cometh, and now is,
when the true worshippers shall 2wor-
ship the Father in bspirit cand in truth:
for the Father seeketh such to worship
him.

24 9God isa Spirit: and they that wor-
ship him must worship himin spirit and
in truth.

25 The woman saith unto him, I
know that Messias 2cometh, which is
called Christ: when he is come, Phe will
tell us all things.

26 Jesus saith unto her, %I that speak
unto thee am he.

Fields Are White to Harvest

27 And upon this came his disciples,
and marvelled that he talked with Ithe
woman: yet no man said, What seekest
thou? or, Why talkest thou with her?

28 The woman then left her water-
pot, and went her way into the city, and
saith to the men,

29 Come, see aman, “which told me
all things that ever I did: lis not this the
Christ?

30 Then they went out of the city,
and lcame unto him.

31 In the mean while his disciples
Iprayed him, saying, 2Master, eat.

32 But he said unto them, I have
Imeat to eat that ye know not of.

33 Therefore said the disciples one

4:10. The living water refers to the Holy Spirit (cf.

7:38,39).

onverse 9.

Q

DEFINITION OF GOD

4:24. The original stresses the idea of God’s nature

or being as spiritual (cf. 5:37).
4:20. This mountain means Gerizim. See the note 4:25. Messias: Compare to Deuteronomy 18:15—22.

4:24. John gives three descriptions of God. He is Spirit (John 4:24), love (1 John 4:8), and light (1 John
1:5). God is a spiritual being who is invisible and without a body; He is a divine person who reveals
Himself in perfect intellect, emotion, and will; He is the source and personification of all material

and spiritual life; He is self-existent; He is eternal in relationship to time; He is unlimited in relationship to the
immensity of space; He is immutable in His nature; He is the unity of all existence; and He is consistent in His
being—that is, He corresponds in actual fact to His nature and attributes as they are revealed to us. (First Refer-

ence, Gen. 1:1; Primary Reference, John 4:24.)
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to another, Hath any man brought him  4:33 Anything 45 Then when he was come into Gal-
lought to eat? oo % ilee, the Galilaeans received him, ®hav-
34 Jesus saith unto them, My Imeat  "Job23:12; ing seen all the things that he did at

isto do the will of him that sent me, and
to Pfinish his work.

19:30]
1food

4:35 %Gen. 8:22

[John 6:38; 17:4;

Jerusalem at the feast: Pfor they also
went unto the feast.

35 Say not ye, There are yet four »Mau. 937; 46 So Jesus came again into Cana of
months, and then cometh “harvest? [2¢>  Galilee, *where he made the water
behold, I say unto you, Lift up your }}Omﬁﬁm. wine. And there was a certain lnoble-
eyes, and look on the fields; bfor they 37a1c0r°  man, whose son was sick at Caper-
are white already to harvest. f_ggler e DAUIIL

36 2And he that reapeth receiveth [iperv12] 47 When he heard that Jesus was
wages, and gathereth fruit unto life avenct come out of Judaea into Galilee, he went
eternal: that both he that soweth and 439 4john 429 unto him, and 'besought him that he
he that reapeth may rejoice together. - 53,"%** would come down, and heal his son: for
a037 And herein is that saying true, Jsayed 4 hewas at the point of death.

ne soweth, and another reapeth. {john 6:63] 48 Then said Jesus unto him, “Except

38 Isentyoutoreap that whereon ye 41:‘1'0211‘;]31:11317:8; ye see signs and wonders, ye will not
Ipestowed no labour: aothe.r men 12}— 4:44 @ Matt. believe.
boured, and ye are entered into their FF% K 49 The obleman saith unto him, Sir,

labours.

The Belief of the Samaritans

39 And many of the Samaritans of
that city believed on him %for the saying
of the woman, which testified, He told
me all that ever I did.

40 So when the Samaritans were
come unto him, they lbesought him
that he would 2tarry with them: and he
3abode there two days.

4:45 “John 2:13,

come down lere my child die.

50 Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way;
thy son liveth. And the man believed
the word that Jesus had spoken unto
him, and he went his way.

51 And as he was now going down,
his servants met him, and told him, say-
ing, Thy son liveth.

52 Then enquired he of them the
hour when he began to lamend. And
they said unto him, Yesterday at the

41 And many more believed because 232 hh he fever left hi
of his own Aword: 4:‘]‘);3;1}&16&16 seventh hour the fever left him.

42 And said unto the woman, Now 211

we believe, not because of thy saying:

Lroyal official
4:47 Yimplored

53 So the father knew that it was at
the same hour, in the which Jesus said

for awe have heard him ourselves, and 448/ohn630; UILO him, Thy son hvet}ll: and himself
know that this is indeed the Christ, the 1corr2,  Delieved, and his whole thouse.
Saviour of the world. 3Cor it2; 54 This is again the second !miracle
Heb o " thatJesus did, when he was come out
> 4:49 ' before my i 3

Jesus Heals a Nobleman’s Son S of Judaea into Galilee.

43 Now after two days he departed (B T )
thence, and went into Galilee. 453 fhouse- A Healing at the Pool of Bethesda

44 For 9Jesus himself testified, that 4:54sign 5 After 9this there was a feast of the

. . 5:14%Lev. 23:2; . b

a prophet hath no honour in his own “peu. 1616 Jews; and Jesus Pwent up to Jerusa-
country. ?John 2:13 lem.

4:35. Fields ... white already to harvest: Jesus may
have pointed to the multitudes who came from
Sychar to see Him because of the testimony of the
woman.

4:39—-42. At first they believed because of the wom-
an’s testimony. But to people of this culture, this was
not adequate. They would have to hear for them-
selves. Jesus’ acceptance of the woman in her new
role shows that He did not share this condescend-
ing attitude toward women.

4:54. This was only the second miracle worked in
Galilee. Evidently Jesus had performed others in
Judea. See 2:23; 3:2.

5:1. Jerusalem: Previously Jesus had dealt primarily
with individuals. Now He confronts the Jewish lead-
ers. John 5:1—10:42 reveals the rising controversy
and the opposition that finally resulted in His cru-
cifixion. A feast was taking place in Jerusalem, but
which one is not clearly stated (see Introduction).
There were three major Jewish feasts: Passover (in



2 Now there is at Jerusalem “by the
sheep lmarket a pool, which is called in
the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having

1Gate

5:2 @Neh. 3:1,
32;12:39

5:3 1sick people

JOHN5:19 | 1663

me whole, the same said unto me, Take
up thy bed, and walk.
12 Then asked they him, What man

2] . . .

five porches. sparalyzed 1S that which said unto thee, Take up
3 Intheselay a great multitude of lim- ii;gt‘irf’rggup thy bed, and walk?

potent folk, of blind, 2halt, 3withered, s5:61Condition 13 And he that was %healed wist not

waiting for the moving of the water. s Doyouwant - ywho it was: for Jesus had 2conveyed
4 Foranangel wentdownatacertain 57 e himself away, a multitude being in that

Iseason into the pool, and 2troubled the  ggaya os:  Dlace.

water: whosoever then first after the
troubling of the water stepped in was
made whole of whatsoever disease he
had.

5 And a certain man was there,
which had an infirmity thirty and eight
years.

6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew
that he had been now a long time in
that1case, he saith unto him, 2Wilt thou
be made whole?

7 The limpotent man answered him,
Sir, I have no man, when the water is
2troubled, to put me into the pool: but

524

Twell

2251

Mark 2:11; Luke
5:9 4John 9:14

5:10 “Ex. 20:10;
Neh. 13:19; Jer.
17:21, 22; Matt.
12:2; Mark 2:24;
Luke 6:2

5:13 ¢ Luke 13:14;

14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the
temple, and said unto him, Behold,
thou art made whole: %sin no more, lest
a worse thing come unto thee.

15 The man departed, and told the
Jews that it was Jesus, which had made
him whole.

16 And !therefore did the Jews %per-
secute Jesus, and sought to slay him,
because he had done these things on
the sabbath day.

17 But Jesus answered them, “My Fa-
ther worketh hitherto, and I work.

18 Therefore the Jews 4sought the

. . 1k i
while I am coming, another steppeth 2witharawn ~ moTe to Kill him, because he not only
down before me. S had broken the sabbath, but said also

. . . 2:45; [Mark - . .
8 Jesus saith unto him, “Rise, takeup 2s}:jons  that God was his Father, Pmaking him-

thy bed, and walk.
9 And immediately the man was
made whole, and took up his bed, and

walked: and “on the same day was the 74

5:16 ¢ Luke 4:29;
John 8:37; 10:39
1for this
reason

5:17 %[John 9:4;

self equal with God.

All Judgment Given to Jesus
19 Then answered Jesus and said

sabbath. 57':15 fglom unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you,
10 The Jews therefore said unto him %2193 aThe Son can do nothing of himself, but

that was cured, It is the sabbath day: 4it  5:19 *Matt. what he seeth the Father do: for what

is not lawful for thee to carry thybed.  coions,s  things soever he doeth, these also
11 He answered them, He that made = 12:49;:14:10 doeth the Son likewise.

the spring), Pentecost (50 days later), and the feast
of Tabernacles (in the fall).

5:2. Bethesda means “House of Mercy.”

5:5. Thirty and eight years indicates that the man
had been infirm since before Jesus was born. We are
not told his condition, but it kept him from walking.
Perhaps it was the result of sin (cf. v. 14).

5:9—-18. Sabbath: Two charges are brought against
Jesus for healing on the “wrong” day of the week (vv.
9b, 10, 16). The Pharisees had added many oral tra-
ditions to the written law. First, no burden-bearing
was allowed. People could not even carry a needle

in their clothing, write anything, or put out a lamp.
Certainly they could not carry their own beds. Sec-
ond, no medical practices were permitted on the
Sabbath, except to prevent death.

5:17, 18. Jesus’ response is considered blasphemy.
He spoke of His Father. The Jews realize that He is
equating Himself with God.

5:17. I work: Jesus manifested power in two capaci-
ties that are prerogatives of deity: judgment (vv. 22,
27, 30), and resurrection (vv. 21, 25, 26, 28, 29). Jesus
was submissive to the Father, but not subordinate to
Him (vv. 19, 30).

5:2. The Pool of Bethesda was a series of pools connected by five porticos, probably constructed by
Herod the Great. The ruined remains of these pools can be seen today near the Crusader Church of
St. Anne, north of the temple mount. The porticos and colonnades involved a series of steps and
various levels which would have been difficult for the lame to traverse. The connection of this pool

to healing probably predated Herod’s time, and archaeological remains found there even indicated that the
Romans themselves sought healing there after their occupation of Jerusalem in A.p. 135.
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20 For %the Father loveth the Son,
and Psheweth him all things that him-
self doeth: and he will shew him greater
works than these, that ye may marvel.

21 For as the Father raiseth up the
dead, and quickeneth them; %even so
the Son lquickeneth whom he will.

22 For the Father judgeth no man,
but %hath committed all judgment unto
the Son:

23 That all men should honour the
Son, even as they honour the Father.
9He that honoureth not the Son hono-
ureth not the Father which hath sent
him.

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, “He
that heareth my word, and believeth on
him that sent me, hath everlasting life,
and shall not come into lcondemna-
tion; Ybut is passed from death unto life.

25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The
hour is coming, and now is, when %the
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of
God: and they that hear shall live.

26 For %as the Father hath life in him-
self; so hath he given to the Son to have
blife in himself;

27 And %hath given him authority to
execute judgment also, Pbecause he is
the Son of man.

28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is
coming, in the which all that are in the
graves shall ¢hear his voice,

29 aAnd shall come forth; bthey that
have done good, unto the resurrection
of life; and they that have done evil,
unto the resurrection of ldamnation.

30 91 can of mine own self do

5:20 Matt. 3:17;
John 3:35; 2 Pet.

117

b[Matt. 11:27]
5:21 % Luke 7:14;

8:54; [John

11:25]

Lgives life to
5:22 ¢ Matt.

11:27; 28:18;

[John 3:35; 17:2;

Acts 17:31; 1 Pet.

4:5]

5:23 ¢ Luke
10:16; 1John
2:23

5:24 %John 3:16,
18; 6:47
b[1]John 3:14]
Ljudgment

5:25 4[Eph. 2:1,
5; Col. 2:13]

5:26 “Ps.36:9
b[John 1:4;
14:6]; 1 Cor.
15:45

5:27 John 9:39;
[Acts 10:42;
17:31]
bDan. 7:13

5:28 ¢[1 Thess.
4:15-17]

5:29 41s. 26:19;
[1Cor. 15:52]
bDan. 12:2;
Matt. 25:46;
Acts 24:15
L condemna-
tion

5:30 4John 5:19
bMatt. 26:39;
John 4:34; 6:38
Lrighteous

5:31%John 8:14;
Rev.3:14
lyalid as
testimony

5:32 4 [Matt.
3:17; John 8:18;
1John 5:6]

5:33 4[John 1:15,
19, 27,32

5:35 %2 Sam.
21:17; 2 Pet. 1:19
b Matt. 13:20;
Mark 6:20
Ilamp
2time

5:36 ¢1John 5:9
bJohn 3:2;

nothing: as I hear, Ijudge: and my judg-
ment is Yjust; because Y1 seek not mine
own will, but the will of the Father
which hath sent me.

Bearing Witness of Jesus

31 2If I bear witness of myself, my
witness is not ltrue.

32 “9There is another that beareth
witness of me; and I know that the wit-
ness which he witnesseth of me is true.

33 Ye sent unto John, %and he bare
witness unto the truth.

34 But I receive not testimony from
man: but these things I say, that ye
might be saved.

35 He was a burning and “a shining
llight: and bye were willing for a 2season
to rejoice in his light.

36 But ?I have greater witness than
that of John: for bthe works which the
Father hath given me to finish, the
same ‘works that I do, bear witness of
me, that the Father hath sent me.

37 And the Father himself, which
hath sent me, %hath borne witness of
me. Ye have neither heard his voice at
any time, Pnor seen his Ishape.

38 Andye have not his word abiding
in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye
believe not.

39 aSearch! the scriptures; for in
them ye think ye have eternal life: and
bthey are they which testify of me.

10:25; 17:4 ¢John 9:16;10:38  5:37 ¢ Matt. 3:17; John
6:27; 8:18 b Deut. 4:12; John 1:18; 1 Tim. 1:17; 1John 4:12

Lform 5:39 ¢Is. 8:20; 34:16; Luke 16:29; Acts 17:11
bDeut. 18:15, 18; Luke 24:27 ! You search

5:31—47. Jesus said there were six possible witnesses

Contrast this with His later claim in 8:14. (2) John

to His person (already evident in John): (1) He did the Baptist was a witness (vv. 33—35). (3) His works

not yet claim His own witness to Himself (vv. 31, 32).

DEITY OF CHRIST

S

or miracles are a witness (v. 36). (4) The Father wit-

5:18. Christ, the second person of the Trinity, is equal to the Father in nature, separate in person, yet
submissive in duties; as such, He is God. The arguments for His deity are His applying the titles of
deity of Himself, His speaking of God as uniquely His Father, His making claims to deity, His using the

Yahwistic “I Am,” and His claiming to be equal with God in nature. In deity, Jesus is God, and was unalterably God.
Such a claim would have been the highest form of blasphemy had it not been true. lllustration: Our Lord was not
the only one to be recognized as God in New Testament times. When Herod accepted praise from his subjects—
that he spoke as a god—he was destroyed by worms sent from God (Acts 12:23). In contrast, when Paul and Bar-
nabas were called gods, they denied any deity in themselves, instead preaching the living God to their audience
(Acts 14:11-18). Application: Christians should allow Christ to live His divine life in them, so others will see His
influence and glorify God (Matt. 5:16). (First Reference, Gen. 3:16; Primary Reference, John 5:18; cf. Luke 2:52.)



40 9And!ye will not come to me, that
ye might have life.
41 9] receive not honour from men.

3:19]
1But

5:40 %[John 1:11;

5:41%John 5:44;

JOHN 6:17 | 1665

Ipennyworth of bread is not sufficient
for them, that every one of them may
take a little.

:18; 1 Thess. . .. .
42 But I know you, that ye have not ne e 8 One of his disciples, 2Andrew, Si-
the love of God in you. 5;‘[‘1‘;0‘23}2“:‘25343 mon Peter’s brother, saith unto him,

43 I am come in my Father’s name,

5:45 “Rom. 2:12

9 Thereisalad here, which hath five

and ye receive me not: if another shall 54!l parleyloaves, and two small fishes: “but
come in his own name, him ye will re- 18:1518John  yhat are they among so many?
. 1:45; Acts 26:22 . .
ceive. 5:47  Luke 10 And Jesus said, Make the men sit
44 “How can ye believe, whichre- /253~ down.Now there was much grassin the

ceive honour one of another, and seek
not Pthe honour that cometh from God
only?

45 Donot think that I will accuse you
to the Father: 9there is one that ac-
cuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye
trust.

46 For had ye believed Moses, ye
would have believed me: “for he wrote

9:10, 12

6:2 ¢ Matt.
8:16; 9:35

Lsigns

6:4 %Lev. 23:5,7;
Deut. 16:1; John

213
1near

9:12

Mark 6:32; Luke

bJohn 6:23; 21:1

15:30;19:2

6:5 ¢ Matt.
Mark 6:35; Luke

place. So the men sat down, in number
about five thousand.

11 And Jesus took the loaves; and
when he had given thanks, he distrib-
uted to the disciples, and the disciples
to them that were Iset down; and like-
wise of the fishes as much as they
2would.

12 When they were filled, he said

. 4:23;
;14:36;

14:14;

of me. o unto his disciples, Gather up the frag-
47 Butif ye believe %not his writings, al i ments that remain, that nothing be lost.
how shall ye believe my words? i 13 Therefore they gathered them to-
) ) gether, and filled twelve baskets with
Five Loaves and Two Fishes the fragments of the five barley loaves,
After 9these things Jesus went over which remained over and above unto
the sea of Galilee, which is the sea them that had eaten.
of PTiberias. 14 Then those men, when they had
2 And a great multitude followed seen the miracle that Jesus did, said,
him, because they saw his miracles This is of a truth “that prophet lthat
which he did on them that were 2dis- :Gr.denarii ~ should come into the world.
eased oS ant4o 15 When Jesus therefore perceived
. :9 22 Kin. 4:
3 AndJesus went up into amountain, 6:1t'siting  that they 'would come and take him by
. . e . ’ 2wanted . .
and there he sat with his disciples. 6:14%Gen. force, to make him a ?king, he departed
4 @And the passover, a feast of the o ajehn  againinto a mountain himself alone.
Jews, was nigh. 1:21; 7:40; Acts
5 9When Jesus thenlifted up hiseyes, iyhoiscoming JeSus Walks on the Sea
and saw a great lcompany come unto 6 2][10*1“ 16 2And when leven was now come,
him, he saith unto PPhilip, Whence iwereabourto  his disciples went down unto the sea,
shall we buy bread, that these may eat? ¢y 17 And entered into a ship, and went
6 And this he said to !prove him: for J e over the sea toward Capernaum. And it
he himself knew what he would do. 1 ‘;“,lning was now dark, and Jesus lwas not come
7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred 6:17*had to them.

nessed to His sonship (vv. 37, 38). (5) The Scriptures
bear witness to Him (vv. 39, 40). (6) Moses wrote of
Him (vv. 45—47).

6:1. Tiberias: John is the only gospel writer to call
this sea “Tiberias.” Following the destruction of
Jerusalem (A.D. 70), the Sea of Galilee was renamed
Tiberias, after Tiberias Caesar (Luke 3:1), who ruled
A.D. 14-37.

6:2—14. The feeding of the five thousand with five
loaves and two fish is the only miracle included in
all four of the Gospels (Matt. 14:13—21; Mark 6:30—

44; Luke 9:10-17). John’s is the only gospel to men-
tion Philip, Andrew, and the lad.

6:4. This is the third passover during Jesus’ minis-
try. See 2:13; 5:1.

6:7. Two hundred pennyworth: Two hundred de-
narii was two hundred days’ wages. The denarius
(“penny”) was the average day’s wage of a working
man.

6:15—24. The Jews attempted to make Jesus a King
(v. 15). Hunger was common and a Messiah who
could multiply food was the one most people were
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18 And the sea arose by reason of a
great wind that blew.

19 So when they had rowed about
five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they
see Jesus walking on the sea, and draw-
ing 2nigh unto the ship: and they were
dafraid.

20 Buthe saith unto them, ?ItisI; be
not afraid.

21 Then they willingly received him
into the ship: and immediately the ship
was at the land whither they lwent.

22 The day following, when the
people which stood on the other side
of the sea saw that there was none
other boat there, Isave that one where-
into his disciples were entered, and that
Jesus went not with his disciples into
the boat, but that his disciples were
gone away alone;

23 (Howbeit there came other boats
from Tiberias nigh unto the place
where they did eat bread, after that the
Lord had given thanks:)

24 When the people therefore saw
that Jesus was not there, neither his dis-
ciples, they also ltook shipping, and
came to Capernaum, %seeking for Jesus.

Jesus Is the True Bread from Heaven

25 And when they had found him on
the other side of the sea, they said unto
him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither?

26 Jesus answered them and said,
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me,
not because ye saw the !miracles, but
because ye did eat of the loaves, and
were filled.

27 9Labour not for the Imeat which
perisheth, but bfor that 'meat which
endureth unto everlasting life, which
the Son of man shall give unto you: “for
him hath God the Father sealed.

28 Then said they unto him, What

6:19 “Matt. 17:6
1Gr. stadia
2 near to
6:20 %Is. 43:1, 2
6:21 1 were
going
6:22 Lexcept
6:23 L near
6:24 Mark 1:37;
Luke 4:42
1got into boats
6:26 Lsigns
6:27 *Matt. 6:19
bJohn 4:14;
[Eph. 2:8, 9]
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6:29 41 Thess.
1:3; James 2:22;
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12:38; 16:1;
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b[Matt. 24:24;
John 10:28, 29];
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6:38 ¢ Matt.
26:39; John
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bJohn 4:34
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10:28; 17:12;
18:9

6:40 4John 3:15,
16; 4:14; 6:27,
47,54

shall we do, that we might work the
works of God?

29 Jesus answered and said unto
them, “This is the work of God, that ye
believe on him whom he hath sent.

30 They said therefore unto him,
aWhat sign Ishewest thou then, that we
may see, and believe thee? what dost
thou work?

31 2Qur fathers did eat manna in the
desert; as it is written, YHe gave them
bread from heaven to eat.

32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you
not that bread from heaven; but 4my
Father giveth you the true bread from
heaven.

33 For the bread of God is he which
cometh down from heaven, and giveth
life unto the world.

34 9Then said they unto him, Lord,
evermore give us this bread.

35 And Jesus said unto them, %I am
the bread of life: Yhe that cometh to me
shall never hunger; and he that belie-
veth on me shall never Cthirst.

36 2But I said unto you, That ye also
have seen me, and believe Pnot.

37 aAll that the Father giveth me
shall come to me; and Phim that cometh
to me I will lin no wise cast out.

38 For I came down from heaven,
anot to do mine own will, Pbut the will
of him that sent me.

39 And thisis the Father’s will which
hath sent me, %that of all which he
hath given me I should lose nothing,
but should raise it up again at the last
day.

40 And this is the will of him that
sent me, ?that every one which seeth
the Son, and believeth on him, may
have everlasting life: and I will raise him
up at the last day.

ready to follow. Jesus departed to a mountain. Other

gospels add to pray.

6:19. The disciples took a boat from Tiberias to
Capernaum. During the night Jesus came to them
walking on the sea. Only Matthew (14:25-31) tells
of Peter’s walking on the water on this occasion.

6:27. Meat which endureth: See the water that sat-

isfies in 4:14; 6:28, 29.

6:28. The works of God meant to believe on Jesus

(Heb. 11:6; Rom. 14:23b).

6:35. I am the bread of life means the bread that
gives life. The life of which He speaks is spiritual
and eternal.

6:38. I came down from heaven is another indica-
tion of Jesus’ deity (cf. 3:13).



The Murmuring of the Jews

41 The Jews then Imurmured at him,
because he said, I am the bread which
came down from heaven.

42 And they said, %Is not this Jesus,
the son of Joseph, whose father and
mother we know? how is it then that he
saith, I came down from heaven?

43 Jesus therefore answered and said
unto them, IMurmur not among your-
selves.

44 “No man can come to me, except
the Father which hath sent me bdraw
him: and I will raise him up at the last
day.

45 9]t is written in the prophets, And
they shall be all taught of God. ’Every
man therefore that hath heard, and
hath learned of the Father, cometh
unto me.

46 Not that any man hath seen the
Father, Psave he which is lof God, he
hath seen the Father.

47 Verily, verily, I say unto you, “He
that believeth on me hath everlasting
life.

48 9] am that bread of life.

49 Your fathers did eat manna in the
wilderness, and are dead.

50 “This is the bread which cometh
down from heaven, that a man may eat
thereof, and not die.

51 Iam the living bread %which came
down from heaven: if any man eat of
this bread, he shall live for ever: and
bthe bread that I will give is my flesh,
which I will give for the life of the world.

52 The Jews therefore 9strovel
among themselves, saying, How can
this man give us his flesh to eat?

53 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Except %ye eat the
flesh of the Son of man, and drink his
blood, ye have no life in you.

54 aWhoso eateth my flesh, and
drinketh my blood, hath eternal life;
and I will raise him up at the last day.
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55 For my flesh is Imeat indeed, and
my blood is drink indeed.

56 He that eateth my flesh, and drin-
keth my blood, ?dwelleth in me, and I
in him.

57 Astheliving Father hath sent me,
and I live by the Father: so he that eat-
eth me, even he shall live by me.

58 aThis is that bread which came
down from heaven: not bas your fathers
did eat manna, and are dead: he that
eateth of this bread shall live for ever.

59 These things said he in the syna-
gogue, as he taught in Capernaum.

Many Disciples Fall Away

60 2Many therefore of his disciples,
when they had heard this, said, This is
lan hard saying; who can 2hear it?

61 When Jesus knew in himself that
his disciples !murmured at it, he said
unto them, Doth this offend you?

62 What and if ye shall see the Son
of man ascend up where he was before?

63 It is the spirit that lquickeneth;
the bflesh profiteth nothing: the ‘words
that I speak unto you, they are spirit,
and they are life.

64 But “there are some of you that
believe not. For YJesus knew from the
beginning who they were that believed
not, and who should betray him.

65 And he said, Therefore 9said I
unto you, that no man can come unto
me, except it were given unto him of my
Father.

66 9From that time many of his dis-
ciples went 'back, and walked no more
with him.

67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve,
IWill ye also go away?

68 Then Simon Peter answered him,
Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast
athe words of eternal life.

69 2And we believe and !are sure that
thou art that Christ, the Son of the liv-
ing God.

6:53. Blood: The Jews were forbidden to drink
blood (Lev. 7:26, 27). This was a “hard saying” (v. 60)
because they missed His point (cf. Lev. 17:11). Jesus
came to bring and sustain spiritual life, yet they

were still thinking of physical life (cf. v. 63).

6:64. Betray refers primarily to Judas, who has not

yet been named in this gospel, but will be in verses
70, 71.

6:67. Here is the first mention of the twelve in
John'’s gospel (cf. Mark 3; Luke 6). Only five of them

have been named thus far: John, Andrew, Peter,

Philip, and Nathanael (vv. 68, 69). Perhaps this is
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70 Jesus answered them, “Have not
I chosen you twelve, band one of you is
adevil?

71 He spake of 9Judas Iscariot the son
of Simon: for he it was that should Pbe-
tray him, being one of the twelve.

13:2,26

7:1 ¢ Matt,

1Judea

7:2 “Lev. 23:34;
Deut. 16:13-15;
Neh. 8:14, 18;

The Disbelief of Jesus’ Brothers
After these things Jesus walked in
Galilee: for he would not walk in
Jewry, %because the Jews sought to kill

Zech. 14:

7:5,10; A
1:14

6:70 “Luke 6:13
b[John 13:27]
6:71%John 12:4;

bMatt. 26:14-16

26:4; John 5:18;
7119, 25; 8:37, 40

7:3 *Matt. 12:46;
Mark 3:21; John

up, then went he also up unto the feast,
not openly, but as it were in secret.

11 Then “the Jews sought him at the
feast, and said, Where is he?

12 And “there was much murmuring
among the people concerning him: for
bsome said, He is a good man: others
said, Nay; but he deceiveth the people.

13 Howbeit no man spake openly of
him “for fear of the Jews.

. 21:38;

16-19

cts

him. T4 mies,  The)ews Marvel at Jesus’ Teaching
2 “Now the Jews’ feast of tabernacles })’Il\i/fa-m{:f; 2 14 Now about the Imidst of the feast
was at hand. 355 Mark Jesus went up into the temple, and
3 2His brethren therefore said unto 325" ataught.
him, Depart hence, and go into Judaea, R 15 2And the Jews marvelled, saying,

that thy disciples also may see the
works that thou doest.

4 For thereisno man that doeth any
thing in secret, land he himself seeketh
to be known openly. If thou do these

7:8 ¢John

10:19

7:7 #[John 15:19]
bJohn 3:19

7:9 1remained
7:11 4John 11:56
7:12 %John 9:16;

How knoweth this man letters, having
never llearned?

16 Jesus answered them, and said,
aMy doctrine is not mine, but his that
sent me.

8:20

b A6
things, shew thyself to the world. lukertejonn 17 9If any man will do his will, he
5 For neither did his Pbrethren be- sy T 92 shall know lof the doctrine, whether it

lieve in him.
6 Then Jesus said unto them, “My

12:42; 19:

7:14 2Ps. 22:22;

be of God, or whether 1 speak of myself.
18 9He that speaketh of himself

38]

Matt. 4:23; 5:2;

time is not yet come: but your time is 725 R seeketh his own glory: but he that

alway ready. johng= . Pseeketh his glory that sent him, the
7 “The world cannot hate you; but e same is true, and ‘no unrighteousness

me it hateth, Pbecause I testify of it, that 1354; N{(ark. ~ isin him.

the works thereof are evil. (lluked22l 19 apjd not Moses give you the law,
8 Goyeup unto this feast: Igonotup 'studied and yet none of you keepeth the law?

k R . 7:16 4Deut. b . 5

yet unto this feast; %for my time is not ‘185,18, 1; 'Why go ye about to kill me?

yet full come. L 20 The people answered and said,
9 When he had said these words 14;Prov.3:32;

unto them, he labode still in Galilee.
10 But when his brethren were gone

3:21; 8:43

Dan. 12:10; John

1 concerning

7:18 ¢John 5:41 PJohn 8:50 ¢John 8:46; [2 Cor. 5:21; Heb.
4:15; 7:26; 1Pet. 1:19; 2:22]  7:19 Ex. 24:3; Deut. 33:4;
Acts 7:38 P Matt. 12:14

John’s account of the confession of Simon Peter at
Caesarea Philippi (cf. Matt. 16:16).

6:70. Devil (Gr. diabolos, “adversary” or “devil”)
means “slanderer.” Compare this with 13:27, “Satan
entered into him.”

6:71. This is the first occasion in John where Peter
and Judas appear in contrast (cf. vv. 68, 69). See also
chapters 13 and 18.

7:2. Feast of tabernacles: Jesus’ visit to the feast
(Feast of Booths, approximately early October) was
debated by His half brothers, about six months
prior to the Crucifixion. During this feast, for six
consecutive days a procession of priests carried
water in golden vessels into the temple area. This
pouring of water was thought to have physical and
spiritual significance. On the seventh day, the “great
day” (v. 37), no water was carried. It was then that
Jesus stood and taught of the “rivers of living water”

(v. 38), an especially significant reference to the
Holy Spirit.

7:3—5. The advice of Jesus’ unbelieving half brothers
was to go to the feast. Notice that Mary had other
children by Joseph, but they were as yet unbelievers
(cf. Acts 1:14).

7:6—8. My time refers to His death. This moment of
His glorification (cf. 17:4, 5) was not yet come (cf.
2:4; 7:30; 8:20; 17:1).

7:15. How knoweth: Jesus had probably received
the normal synagogue training of Jewish boys (cf.
Luke 2:47, when Jesus was 12 years old at the tem-
ple). But He had not attended a school for rabbis in
Jerusalem, as Paul did under Gamaliel. Jesus claimed
that His ability to teach should prove the divine ori-
gin of His message.

7:17. Obedience will help to determine true doc-
trine. Unfortunately, most people seek to reverse
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9Thou hast a 1devil: who goeth about 7:20¢john 29 But 4] know him: for I am from
to kill thee? o him, and he hath sent me.

21 Jesus answered and said unto (] 30 Then %they sought to take him:
them, I have done one work, andye all aas7s ~  but Pno man laid hands on him, be-
marvel. 7;236“1"1‘“5:8' cause his hour was not yet come.

22 dMoses therefore gave unto you *completely 31 And “many of the people believed

well

circumcision; (not because it is of Mo-
ses, Pbut of the fathers;) and ye on the
sabbath day circumcise a man. 21

7:24 %Deut. 1:16;
Prov. 24:23;
John 8:15; James

on him, and said, When Christ cometh,
will he do more miracles than these
which this man hath done?

23 If a man on the sabbath day re- 7;53;”‘;1?; 32 The Pharisees heard that the
ceive circumcision, that the law of Mo-  Luke222;John  people murmured such things concern-
ses should not be broken; are ye angry heujinpqs 1Ng him; and the Pharisees and the
at me, because 91 have made a man 7:27°Matt. chief priests sent officers to take him.
levery whit whole on the sabbath day? ﬁiﬁﬁfk % 33 Thensaid Jesus unto them, 4Yet a

24 9udge not according to the ap- 7;?3}:’111‘;%&14 little while lam I with you, and then I
pearance, but judge righteous judg- <Rom. 34 bgo unto him that sent me.
ment. e 8% 34 Ye dshall seek me, and shall not

11:27; John 8:55;

A Division Among the People L2

find me: and where I am, thither ye
bcannot come.

7:30 *Mark 11:18
25 Then said some of them of Jeru- ;’Oﬁl‘f‘l‘;;ﬁ 35 Then said the Jews among them-
salem, Is not this he, whom they seek s20;1030  selves, Whither will he go, that we shall
to akill? e 2% not find him? will he go unto 9the 'dis-
26 But, lo, he speaketh boldly, and 7331333 persed among the 2Gentiles, and teach
h hi hi a h 1 b[Mark 16:19; Toc?
they say nothing unto him. Do the rul- peqsiaqs  the Gentiles?
ers know indeed that this is the very ) tH;l;;]:M: 36 What manner of saying is this that
Christ? 1] shall be he said, Ye shall seek me, and shall not
27 aHowbeit we know‘ this man 7,,?1;4,[a[‘§°552%6 find me:and where [ am, thither ye can-
whence he is: but when Christ cometh, 1cor.6:9;1550; not come?
no man knoweth whence he is. 2l = 37 an the last day, that great day of
28 Then cried Jesus in the temple as s w568 the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying,

he taught, saying, “Ye both know me,
and ye know whence I am: and I am 11

James 1:1; 1 Pet.

bIf any man thirst, let him come unto
me, and drink.

1dispersion,
not come of myself, but he that sent me  scattered jews
‘is true, dwhom ye know not. 2 Greeks 7:37 ¢ Lev. 23:36; Num. 29:35; Neh. 8:18 b [Is. 55:1]

this order. They want to know more than is neces-
sary before they act.

7:21. One work probably refers to the healing of the
infirm man in chapter 5 (cf. 7:23). For the Jews, the
conflict was between the commands to keep the
Sabbath and to circumcise on the eighth day.
7:25-52. This passage focuses on Jesus’ claim to
messiahship. There is no question in the minds of
His listeners about His claim, which He had made
clear to them. But their response is confused and

QS

INDWELLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

divided (v. 43). There were three very good rea-
sons for accepting His claim: (1) the hesitancy of
the rulers to stop Him (vv. 25, 26, 30, 32, 44); (2)
the miracles He did (v. 31); and (3) the excellence
of His speaking (vv. 40, 46). However, they found
three reasons for rejecting His claim: (1) It was com-
monly believed that the Messiah would come in a
spectacular fashion (Mal. 3:1), but Jesus’ supposed
origin was well known (v. 27). (2) The Messiah was
to sit on the throne of David and therefore must be a

7:39. One of God’s purposes since the beginning has been to dwell with humanity and enjoy fellow-
ship with us. He does it in this dispensation through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The indwelling
of the Holy Spirit (1) occurs automatically when a person is saved; (2) is not an “experience,” but pro-

duces spiritual experiences; (3) remains permanently; (4) is the basis of all the other ministries of the Holy Spirit;
and (5) is the source of new life in the believer. lllustration: When Paul met 12 disciples of John who did not know
of the Holy Spirit, he knew they needed the Spirit. So he preached the gospel to them (Acts 19:1-5). Application:
The Holy Spirit’s indwelling should motivate the believer to be careful not to harm his body nor indulge his body
in sin (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). (First Reference, Ex. 35:31; Primary Reference, John 7:37—39; cf. 1 Cor. 12:13.)
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38 d9He that believeth on me, as the
scripture hath said, Pout of his 1belly

7:38 Deut. 18:15
b[s. 12:3; 43:20;
44:3; 55:1; [John

that came to Jesus by night, being one
of them,)

shall flow rivers of living water. 223?] Rev. 21:6; 51 4Doth our law judge any man, be-
39 (4But this spake he of the Spirit, :rear fore it hear him, and know what he
which they that believe on him should 739°Is-443  qgeth?

receive: for the Holy Ghost was notyet 133

[Joel 2:28]; John

52 They answered and said unto

given; because that Jesus was notyet JRR16  him Art thou also of Galilee? Search,
bglorified.) 740Deut. and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no
40 Many of the people therefore, 7;4'1‘3‘10}“1 442, prophet.

i i i 6:6! 1
when they heard this saying, said, Ofa @ =~~~ 53 And every manwent unto his own
truth this is “the Prophet. Jer.23:5; Mic.  house.

41 Others said, This is 9the Christ. fﬁiﬁ"gﬁf‘f’?
But some said, Shall Christ come outof #1sam.161,4  Jesus Forgives an Adulterous Woman
. 43 “John 7:
Galilee? e Jesus went unto the mount of Ol-
42 9Hath not the scripture said, That = 7:46 “Matt. ives.

Christ cometh of the seed of David, and

4:22

13:54, 56; Luke

2 And early in the morning he came

out of the town of Bethlehem, Pwhere 749 Jupwe.  againinto the temple, and all the people
David was? z1939 came unto him; and he sat down, and
1t. to him

43 So “there was a division among
the people because of him.

44 And %some of them would have
taken him; but no man laid hands on
him.

The Pharisees’ Unbelief
45 Then came the officers to the
chief priests and Pharisees; and they

said unto them, Why have ye not 820

7:51 “Deut. 1:16,
17;19:15

7:52 4[Is. 9:1, 2];
Matt. 4:15

8:2 4John 8:20;

ataught them.

3 And the scribes and Pharisees
brought unto him a woman taken in
adultery; and when they had set herin
the midst,

4 They say unto him, IMaster, this
woman was 2taken in %adultery, in the
very act.

5 dNow Moses in the law com-
manded us, that such should be stoned:

. 8:3 ht
brought him? 254;??@ ~ but what sayest thou?
46 The officers answered, “Never .22 6 This they said, ltempting him, that
man spake like this man. 155 ggftﬂ- 731 they might 2have to accuse him. But

47 Then answered them the Phari-
sees, Are ye also deceived?

8:5 4Lev. 20:10;
Deut. 22:22—24
8:6 *Matt. 22:15

Jesus stooped down, and with his finger
wrote on the ground, as though he

48 Have any of the rulers or of the testing heard them not.
Pharisees believed on him? S(ﬁ’r‘r‘l‘;ihmg of 7 So when they continued asking
49 But this Ipeople who knoweth not ~ which to him, he lifted up himself, and said unto
8:7 Deut. 17:7; . . .
the law are cursed. [Rom. 2:1] them, He that is without sin among

50 Nicodemus saith unto them, (“he

Lraised

you, let him first cast a stone at her.

Judean from Bethlehem, the city of David (Mic. 5:2),
but they thought Jesus was born in Galilee (vv. 41,
42, 52). (3) The Messiah was to be a defender of the
law—yet Jesus seemed indifferent to it (vv. 47—49)
by healing on the Sabbath.

7:49. This people: The Pharisees despise the rural
people who do not rigidly observe the law.

7:50, 51. It is not known whether Nicodemus was
saved at this point. He was probably John’s source
for this event.

7:52. Out of Galilee ariseth no prophet: Of course
they were wrong. Jonah came from Gath-hepher
in Galilee (2 Kin. 14:25); Nahum was from El Kosh,
which may have been Capernaum (lit., “Village of
Nahum”), renamed in honor of the prophet (cf. Nah.
1:1). Also, Hosea is believed to have been from Galilee.

7:53—8:11. Certain ancient manuscripts do not con-
tain this passage, while others place it later in John’s
gospel, or in Luke’s. Certainly the passage records a
historical event in the life of Jesus, so we need not
doubt its authenticity.

8:4. This woman: Women caught in adultery were
not normally brought to Jesus. The scribes and
Pharisees were seeking to trick Him to see whether
He would uphold the law—or defend the sinner.
The dilemma they posed was designed either to
accuse Him of breaking Jewish law which called for
execution, or Roman law, which forbid execution
without Roman approval.

8:5. Moses ... commanded: They quoted the Old
Testament accurately, if not completely (Lev. 20:10;
Deut. 22:22—24).



8 And again he stooped down, and
wrote on the ground.
9 And they which heard it, “being

8:9 “Rom. 2:22

8:10 ' raised

8:11 ¢[Luke 9:56;
12:14; John 3:17]
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19 Then said they unto him, Where
is thy Father? Jesus answered, #Ye nei-
ther know me, nor my Father: if ye had

convicted by their own conscience, sﬂlg‘g‘f;ﬂ known me, ye should have known my

went out one by one, beginning at the ML 2John  parher also,

eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was LzT’im.'l:lq] ’ 20 These words spake Jesus in 9the

left alone, and the woman standing in susaionay  treasury, as he taught in the temple: and

the midst. ) ) , vitness bno man laid hands on him,; for ¢his
10 When Jesus had llifted up himself, testimony hour was not yet come.

and saw none but the woman, he said oy

8:14 ?John 7:28;

21 Then said Jesus again unto them,

unto her, Woman, where are those twitness 11go my way, and %ye shall seek me, and

. 8:15 ¢1Sam. L . . ’
thine accuse?rs? hath no man con- 167 John 7:24 bshall die in your 2sins: whither I go, ye
demned thee? ohn$1, cannot come.

11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus
said unto her, ?Neither do I condemn

Laccording to
8:16 2John 16:32

22 Then said the Jews, Will he kill

X dbsi Yam with himself? because he saith, Whither I
hee: go, and bsin no more. 81';:715;]31\713:&.17‘6' g0, ye cannot come.
18:16; 2 Cor.

The Light of the World

12 Then spake Jesus again unto them,
saying, I am the light of the world: he
that bfolloweth me shall not walk in
darkness, but shall have the light of life.

13 The Pharisees therefore said unto
him, Thou bearest lrecord of thyself;
thy Irecord is not 2true.

211

13:33

13:1; Heb. 10:28
8:18 2John 5:37;
1John 5:9
8:19 4John 16:3
bJohn 14:7
8:20 “Mark
12:41, 43; Luke

bJohn 2:4; 7:30
¢John 7:8
8:214John 7:34;

Jesus Speaks for the Father
23 And he said unto them, “Ye are
from beneath; I am from above: bye are
of this world; I am not of this world.
24 9] said therefore unto you, that ye
shall die in your sins: bfor if ye believe
not that I am he, ye shall die in your

. bJohn 8:24 sins
14 Jesus answered and said unto tamgoing : . .
them, Though I bear record of myself, 2, 25 Thensaid they unto him, Whoart
yetmy record is true: for [ knowwhence 823@johnzz  thou? AndJesus saith unto them, Even
Icame, and whither I go; but 4ye cannot ?John 15:19; the samethat I 4said unto you from the

tell whence I come, and whither I go.
15 9Ye judge lafter the flesh; I judge
Nno man.
16 AndyetifIjudge, myjudgmentis
true: for 9I am not alone, but I land the

15:15

17:16; 1John 4:5
8:24 %John 8:21

b[Mark 16:16]
8:25 4John 4:26
8:26 2John 7:28

bJohn 3:32;

1 concerning

beginning.

26 [ have many things to say and to
judge lof you: but “he that sent me is
true; and I speak to the world those
things which I have heard of him.

8:28 ¢ Matt.
Father that sent me. gl Mark 27 They understood not that he
17 “Itis also writtenin your law, that 2333 Johnz1s; Spake to them of the Father.
the testimony of two men is true. b ] 28 Then said Jesus unto them, When

18 I am one that bear witness of my-
self, and “the Father that sent me
beareth witness of me.

¢John 5:19, 30
dDeut. 18:15, 18,
19; John 3:11
1Crucified

ye have dlifted! up the Son of man,
bthen shall ye know that I am he, and
cthat1do nothing of myself; but 4as my

8:9. The eldest left first, readily admitting they were
sinners.

8:11. Jesus was the only one who could have con-
demned her—but He did not, partly because such
cases demanded two or more witnesses. Also, He
knew (cf. 2:25) she was repentant, which explains
why she did not flee when her accusers left. Jesus
did not take her sin lightly; rather He commanded
her, Sin no more. Neither do I condemn: The pre-
rogative to forgive sins is a divine one, so in this
instance Jesus demonstrates His deity (cf. Luke 5:23,
24).

8:12, 13. Jesus claimed to be the light of the world
(cf. 1:4, 5; 9:4, 5; 11:9, 10; 1 John 1:5), but the Phari-

sees disputed His authority because He witnessed
to Himself.

8:14-18. My record is true: Contrast this with 5:31
where Jesus did not claim Himself as a witness.
Jesus said His own witness agreed with the witness
of the Father, satisfying the law’s requirement of
two witnesses.

8:21-29. The Jews’ spiritual preparation is inade-
quate. They could not become His disciples because
(1) they are of this world (v. 23); (2) they do not
believe in Jesus (v. 24); and (3) they do not under-
stand (v. 27).

8:28. Lifted up the Son refers to the Crucifixion (cf.
3:14).
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Father hath taught me, I speak these
things.

29 And “he that sent me is with me:
bthe Father hath not left me alone; ¢for
I do always those things that please
him.

30 As he spake these words, “many
believed on him.

Abraham’s Seed

31 Then said Jesus to those Jews
which believed on him, If ye “continue!
in my word, then are ye my disciples
indeed;

32 Andye shall know the 4truth, and
bthe truth shall make you free.

33 They answered him, “We be Abra-
ham’s Iseed, and were never %in bond-
age to any man: how sayest thou, Ye
shall be made free?

34 Jesus answered them, Verily, ver-
ily, I say unto you, “Whosoever com-
mitteth sin is the Iservant of sin.

35 And %the servant abideth not in
the house for ever: but the Son abideth
lever.

36 ?If the Son therefore shall make
you free, ye shall be free indeed.

37 1 know that ye are Abraham’s
Iseed; but %ye seek to kill me, because
my word hath no place in you.

38 4] speak that which I have seen
with my Father: and ye do that which
ye have seen with your father.

39 They answered and said unto
him, 2Abraham is our father. Jesus saith
unto them, YIf ye were Abraham’s chil-
dren, ye would do the works of Abra-
ham.

40 9But now ye seek to kill me, a man
that hath told you the truth, bwhich I
have heard of God: this did not Abra-
ham.

8:29 2John 14:10
bJohn 8:16;
16:32
¢John 4:34;
5:30; 6:38

8:30 ¢John 7:31;
10:42; 11:45

8:319[John
14:15, 23]
Labide

8:32 4[John 1:14,
17;14:6]
b[Rom. 6:14, 18,
22; James 1:25;
2:12]

8:33 4Lev. 25:42;
[Matt. 3:9];
Luke 3:8
1descendants
2 enslaved

8:34 2Prov. 5:22;
Rom. 6:16;

2 Pet. 2:19
Islave

8:35 ¢Gen.
21:10; Gal. 4:30
1 forever

8:36 ¢[Rom.

8:2; 2 Cor. 3:17];
Gal. 5:1

8:37 2John 7:19
1 descendants

8:38 4[John 3:32;
5:19, 30; 14:10,
24]

8:39 ¢ Matt. 3:9;
John 8:37
b[Rom. 2:28;
Gal. 3:7, 29]

8:40 %John 8:37
bJohn 8:26

8:41 4Deut.
32:6; Is. 63:16;
Mal. 1:6

8:42 “1John 5:1
bJohn 16:27;
17:8, 25
¢John 5:43;

Gal. 4:4

8:43 %[John 7:17]

8:44 “Matt.
13:38; 1John 3:8
b1John 2:16, 17
¢[1]John 3:8-10,

15
[Jude 6]
Ldesires
2 stands
3 from his own
nature
8:46 1 convicts
8:47 % Luke 8:15;
John 10:26;
1John 4:6
8:48 2John 7:20;
10:20
Ldemon
8:49 4John 5:41

41 Ye do the deeds of your father.
Then said they to him, We be not born
of fornication; %we have one Father,
even God.

42 Jesus said unto them, “If God were
your Father, ye would love me: bfor I
proceeded forth and came from God;
‘neither came I of myself, but he
sent me.

43 “Why do ye not understand my
speech? even because ye cannot hear
my word.

The Devil’s Children

44 aYe are of your father the devil,
and the blusts! of your father ye will ¢do.
He was a murderer from the beginning,
and 9abode? not in the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he spea-
keth a lie, he speaketh 3of his own: for
heis a liar, and the father of it.

45 And because I tell you the truth,
ye believe me not.

46 Which of you lconvinceth me of
sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye
not believe me?

47 9He that is of God heareth God’s
words: ye therefore hear them not, be-
cause ye are not of God.

Honoured by the Father

48 Then answered the Jews, and said
unto him, Say we not well that thou art
a Samaritan, and %hast a ldevil?

49 Jesus answered, [ have not a !devil;
but [ honour my Father, and %ye do dis-
honour me.

50 And “ seek not mine own glory:
there is one that seeketh and judgeth.

51 Verily, verily, I say unto you, %If a

1demon 8:50 %John 5:41; 7:18; [Phil. 2:6-8]  8:51 ¢John
5:24; 11:26

8:30—-36. Jesus identifies the true disciples as those
who (1) believed in Him (v. 30); (2) continued in His
word (v. 31), unlike the Jews in verses 37, 43, 47; (3)
will be freed from sin by the truth (vv. 32—36). They
will not be sinless, but blameless—free from the
power of sin.

8:37-59. Jesus shows that discipleship depends
on having the right Father. They had the wrong
father. He refers to your father (vv. 38, 41, 44). They
claimed to be sons of Abraham (v. 39), but Jesus

shows this to be false in verses 39 and 40. They are
Abraham’s physical seed (v. 37), but he is not their
spiritual father. They also claim to be sons of God
(v. 41), which Jesus shows to be false (v. 42). When
you love the Parent, you will not hate the Son.
Finally, Jesus says they are sons of the devil (v. 44),
the father of lies, for they were knowingly doing his
works (vv. 38, 41, 44).

8:46. Whether Jesus was a sinner was often debated
by His enemies. See 9:24; 18:38; 19:4, 6.



man keep my Isaying, he shall never see
death.
52 Then said the Jews unto him, Now

10:20

11:13

8:511word
8:52 4John 7:20;

bZech. 1:5; Heb.
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3 Jesus answered, Neither hath this
man sinned, nor his parents: “but that
the works of God should be lmade

we know that thou %hast a ldevil. PAbra- 1 gemon manifest in him.
ham is dead, and the prophets; gnd slgzglggg 4 9] must work the works of him that
thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, 85533 “31;>hn sent me, while it is bday: the night com-

he shall never taste of death.

53 Art thou greater than our father 313

bJohn 5:41; Acts

eth, when no man can work.
5 AslongasIaminthe world, %l am

Abraham, which is dead? and the SZSZSS"L‘;h“ the light of the world.
prophets are dead: “whom makest thou ;Jow 510 6 When he had thus spoken, %he spat
thyself? a Bz ke on the ground, and made clay of the

iSf4 ]esg 5 answ.eredgh-lfl f;}(.)tr}our rr;y- Mat.13:17; Ispittle, and he 2anointed the eyes of
self, my honour is nothing: Pit is my Fa-  Heb.1: . .
ther tgat honoureth me;gof Whogl ye sk)szinil\zlig 53 th? tglrflléi ;;liaél 1\11\;11:2 ;t:ren clésg o
say, that he is your God: 7:3; Rev. 22:13 - 5,40, A

55 Yet 9ye have not known him; but DEX. 14 . thepoolof S1loam,b(whlch is Iby inter-

) 43:13; John 1735, : o
I know him: and if I should say, [ know 24 Col. 117 pretation, Sent.) PHe went his way
him not, I shall be a liar like unto you: o therefore, and washed, and came see-
y . 8:59 ¢John .
; . / g ing.
but I know him, and bkeep his Isaying. ;3353 .
’ o« o 4:30; T 1 I T f
56 Your father Abraham “rejoiced to  John 1030 8 The neighbours therefore, and

see my day: Pand he saw it,and was glad.

57 Then said the Jews unto him,
Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast
thou seen Abraham?

28:4

9:3 4John 11:4

9:2 @ Luke 13:2;
John 9:34; Acts

1 Rabbi

they which lbefore had seen him that
he was blind, said, Is not this he that sat
and begged?

9 Some said, This is he: others said,
He is like him: but he said, I am he.

58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, ver- Trevealed 10 Theref id th hi
ily, I say unto you, Before Abraham %4, o434 erefore said they unto him,

was, bl am.

59 Then %took they up stones to cast
athim: but Jesus hid himself, and went
midst of them, and so passed by. =2
Jesus Heals a Man Blind from Birth

And as Jesus passed by, he saw a
man which was blind from his
birth.

2 And his disciples asked him, say-
ing, IMaster, “who did sin, this man, or
his parents, that he was born blind?

bJohn 11:9, 10;
12:35; Gal. 6:10
9:5 4[John 1:5,
9;3:19; 8:12;
Desmi 12:35, 46]
out of the temple, going through the o:6 “Mark 7:33;
8

1saliva
2 applied the
clay upon the
eyes of the
blind man
9:7 ¢Neh. 3:15;
Is. 8:6; Luke
13:4; John 9:11
b3 Kin. 5:14
1translated
9:8 1 previously
9:11%John 9:6, 7
9:13 ! formerly

How were thine eyes opened?

11 He answered and said, A man
that is called Jesus made clay, and
anointed mine eyes, and said unto me,
Gotothe pool of Siloam, and wash: and
Iwent and washed, and I received sight.

12 Then said they unto him, Where
is he? He said, I know not.

The Pharisees Question the Healing
13 They brought to the Pharisees him
that laforetime was blind.
14 And it was the sabbath day when

8:53. The question is: Who is Jesus? (cf. 4:10).

8:56. Abraham saw the promise of Christ from a dis-
tance (Heb. 11:13). This probably refers to the universal
scope of the Abrahamic covenant (Gen. 12, 13, 15, 17).
8:58. This clear statement of deity caused the Jews to
try to stone Him. Before Abraham was [historical], I
am [eg0 eimi—eternal]: Abraham had a beginning—
Jesus is eternal. The Jewish audience clearly under-
stood Jesus’ claim to deity by applying the sacred
name I am to Himself (cf. Ex. 3:14). John’s seven “I
am” declarations seem to be based on this central
affirmation (cf. 5:35; 8:12; 10:7, 11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:5).
8:59. Going through the midst: While they are pre-
paring to stone Him, Jesus makes Himself inacces-
sible to them.

9:1—10:42. The controversy arose during the Feast
of Dedication. See notes on 10:22.

9:2. There was a Jewish belief that all suffering
was punishment for sin (cf. v. 34). But how could a
person have sinned before birth? The Jews consid-
ered human life to begin at conception (cf. Ps. 51:5;
139:13-16; Jer. 1:5; Gal. 1:15). Thus, they thought one
could theoretically sin even before birth.

9:5. Light of world (cf. 1:4, 9; 8:12) means “as long
as I am in the world.” When He is no longer in the
world, then believers become the light of the world
(Matt. 5:14).

9:7. Faith to go and wash in the pool of Siloam is
required before the healing.

9:14. Once again the issue of healing on the Sabbath
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Jesus made the clay, and opened his
eyes.

15 Then again the Pharisees also
asked him how he had received his
sight. He said unto them, He put clay
upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do
see.

16 Therefore said some of the Phar-
isees, This man is not of God, because
he keepeth not the sabbath day. Others
said, “How can a man that is a sinner
do such miracles? And Pthere was a di-
vision among them.

17 They say unto the blind man
again, What sayest thou of him, that he
hath opened thine eyes? He said, “He
is a prophet.

18 But the Jews did not believe con-
cerning him, that he had been blind,
and received his sight, until they called
the parents of him that had received his
sight.

19 And they asked them, saying, Is
this your son, who ye say was born
blind? how then doth he now see?

20 His parents answered them and
said, We know that this is our son, and
that he was born blind:

21 But by what means he now seeth,
we know not; or who hath opened his
eyes, we know not: he is of age; ask him:
he shall speak for himself.

22 These words spake his parents,
because they feared the Jews: for the
Jews had agreed already, that if any man
did confess that he was Christ, he
bshould be put out of the synagogue.

23 Therefore said his parents, He is
of age; ask him.

24 Then again called they the man
that was blind, and said unto him, 4Give
God the praise: b'we know that this man
is a sinner.

25 He answered and said, Whether
he be a sinner or no, I know not: one

9:16 4John 3:2;

bJohn 7:12, 43;
10:19
L observes

9:17 4[John 4:19;
6:14]

9:22 4John 7:13;
12:42;19:38;
Acts 5:13
bJohn 16:2

9:24 %Josh. 7:19;
1Sam. 6:5; Ezra
10:11; Rev. 11:13
bJohn 9:16

9:27 Llisten
2why do you
want to
3doyou also
want to be

9:29 ¢EX. 19:19,
20; 33:11; 34:29;
Num. 12:6-8
b[John 5:45-47]
¢John 7:27, 28;
8:14

9:30 4John 3:10

9:31%Job 27:9;
35:12; Ps. 18:41;
Prov. 1:28;
15:29; 28:9; Is.
1:15; Jer. 11:11;
14:12; Ezek.
8:18; Mic. 3:4;
Zech. 7:13;
[James 5:16]

9:33 ¢John 3:2;
9:16

9:34 4Ps. 51:5;
John 9:2
1Excommuni-
cated him

9:35 4John 5:14
bJohn 1:7; 16:31
¢Matt. 14:33;
16:16; Mark
1:1; John 10:36;
1John 5:13

9:37 4John 4:26

9:38 *Matt. 8:2

thing I know, that, whereas I was blind,
now I see.

26 Then said they to him again, What
did he to thee? how opened he thine
eyes?

27 He answered them, I have told you
already, and ye did not thear: 2where-
fore would ye hear it again? 3will ye also
be his disciples?

28 Then they reviled him, and said,
Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses’
disciples.

29 We know that God %spake unto
bMoses: as for this fellow, ‘we know not
from whence he is.

30 The man answered and said unto
them, “Why herein is a marvellous
thing, that ye know not from whence
he s, and yet he hath opened mine eyes.

31 Now we know that 2God heareth
not sinners: but if any man be a wor-
shipper of God, and doeth his will, him
he heareth.

32 Since the world began was it not
heard that any man opened the eyes of
one that was born blind.

33 9If this man were not of God, he
could do nothing.

34 They answered and said unto
him, 4Thou wast altogether born in
sins, and dost thou teach us? And they
Icast him out.

The Healed Man’s Belief

35 Jesus heard that they had cast him
out; and when he had “found him, he
said unto him, Dost thou Pbelieve on
‘the Son of God?

36 He answered and said, Whois he,
Lord, that I might believe on him?

37 And Jesus said unto him, Thou
hast both seen him, and ¢4t is he that
talketh with thee.

38 And he said, Lord, I believe. And
he %worshipped him.

arises. Surely Jesus healed on other days as well—
but John chooses to record healings that dramatize

the conflicts between Jesus and the Jews.

9:16. A division: The confusion of the Pharisees is
shown by their handling this case in a group, and by
their repeated questions: How did He do it? (v. 15),

see? (v. 19), What did He do to you? (v. 26), and “Are
we blind also?” (v. 40). See also 10:19, 21.

9:31-33. Jesus could not work miracles if He were a

What do you say of Him? (v. 17), How does he now

sinner as they said (vv. 31, 33). See also verses 16 and
24; compare 2 Chronicles 16:9a, and Psalm 66:18.
9:35—37. Jesus confirms His deity once again.
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9:39 4[John 3:17;
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9 9] am the door: by me if any man

am come into this world, Pthat they $27247  enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go

which see not might see; and that they = 1514 in and out, and find pasture.

which see might be made blind. 92';413] [Rom. 10 The thief cometh not, but for to
40 And some of the Pharisees which 91;‘12;1‘;2‘“ steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am

were with him heard these words, %and 10:3¢John20:16  come that they might have life, and that

said unto him, Are we blind also? ;,d;’ ‘;?2‘ e they might have it more abundantly.
41 Jesus said unto them, “If ye were 1132231_31§Ls:m- 11 9l am the good shepherd: the good

blind, ye should have no sin: but now
ye say, We see; therefore your sin re-

tion

10:9 [John 14:6;

shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.
12 But he that is an thireling, and not

maineth. Eph. 2:18] the shepherd, whose own the sheep are
P P
lod0 &Pt not, seeth the wolf coming, and
The Good Shepherd 4924;1s.4011; dlegveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the
. . Ezek. 34:23;
1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He  [teb. 1320]; wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the
that entereth not by the door 1222554  gheep.
N J Rev. 7:17 . . .
into the sheepfold, but climbeth up 10:12Zech. 13 The hireling fleeth, because he is
some other way, the sameisathiefand ijdwen  an hireling, and careth not for the
10:14 21s. 40:11;
: ré) ?ﬁrhe that entereth in by the door Nt l:i; s Shf: Ii am the good shepherd, and %k
13:7; John 6:64; y -
is the shepherd of the sheep. 2Tm-219  nowmy sheep, and Pam known of mine.
i 1 : 10:15 ¢ Matt. a
3 To him the ‘por'ter' openeth; and T 15 2Asthe Father k'nl?weth me, even
the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth  bpar 2750, S0 know I the Father: and I lay down
his own sheep by name, and leadeth ~Markis37; my life for the sheep
’ Luke 23:46; : .
them out. [John 15:13; 16 And “other sheep I have, which
4 Andwhen heputteth forthhisown 22%1°"™  are not of this fold: them also I must

sheep, he goeth before them, and the

10:16 41s. 42:6;

bring, and they shall hear my voice;

sheep follow him: for they know his Seseias  Pand there shall be one fold, and one
voice. beac arap:  Shepherd.

5 And a “stranger will they not fol- john1s2; 17 Therefore doth my Father %love
low, but will flee from him: for they Y2%#% ~ me, Pbecause I lay down my life, that [
know not the voice of strangers. 2:25 might take it again.

. 1flock .

6 This lparable spake Jesus unto ioazejohnszo 18 No man taketh it from me, but I
them: but they understood not what ;’_1[535235 812 lay it down of myself. I “have power to
things they were which he spake unto  10:18 «Mar. lay it down, and I have power to take it
them. 36153 sg%t]m again. bThis commandment have I re-

7.Then §aid Jesus unto them again, ﬂgﬂ;;im ceived of my Father. o
Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the 2024, agz]h 19 9There was a division therefore
door of the sheep. Py s again among the Jews for these sayings.

8 All that ever came before me are 10:20¢john 20 And many of them said, “He hath
thieves and robbers: but the sheep did ¥ gomon aldevil, and is 2mad; why hear ye him?
not hear them. 2insane 21 Others said, These are not the

10:1. Door is the one who stood in the opening of
the (stone) fold. The thieves and robbers were the
Pharisees. See also verse 8.

10:3. Sheep know only their own shepherd’s voice.
In the Near East several flocks belonging to differ-
ent shepherds may be in one fold (a fenced-in area).
But only a shepherd’s own sheep will follow him out
of the fold. Cattle can be driven, but sheep must be
led.

10:10-16. Good shepherd: When Jesus uses this
terminology, thoughtful Jews remember Psalm 23,
“The Lorp is my shepherd,” and even understand

Jesus’ claim to be God. In verse 11 Jesus again pre-
dicts His crucifixion (cf. v. 15).

10:12. A hireling (a servant for pay) will flee in
time of personal danger, because he is working for
money, and neither owns nor loves the sheep.
10:16. The other sheep are Gentiles who will be
saved later (cf. John 11:52; Eph. 2:13—22).

10:17, 18. Jesus does more than predict His crucifix-
ion and resurrection. He also shows that He has the
power to lay down His life and take it up again, once
more asserting His deity.
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words of him that hath a !devil. “Can a

1devil bopen the eyes of the blind? 2.3

Ldemon
10:23 ¢Acts 3:11;

Jesus Charged with Blasphemy
22 And it was at Jerusalem the feast

5:12

10:21 4 [Ex. 4:11]
bJohn 9:6, 7,

10:24 1 keep us

shall any man Ipluck them out of my
hand.

29 My Father, bwhich gave them
me, is greater than all; and no man is
able to Ipluck them out of my Father’s

of the dedication, and it was winter. woa540mn  hand.
23 And Jesus walked in the temple it o 30 91 and my Father are one.

%n Solomon’s porch. Joha ,2;[1]};112[?3" 31 Then %the Jews took up stones
24 Then came the Jews round about 847 again to stone him.

him, and said unto him, How long dost 0 o™ 32 Jesus answered them, Many good

thou Imake us to doubt? If thou be the
Christ, tell us plainly.
25 Jesus answered them, I told you,

10:28 1snatch

works have I shewed you from my Fa-
ther; for which of those works do ye
stone me?

and ye believed not: %the works that I i “John 33 The Jews answered him, saying,

doin my Father’s name, they Pbear wit- b[ohn172,6, For a good work we stone thee not; but

nessofme. i for ®blasphemy; and because that thou,
26 But %ye believe not, because ye are s . gg being a man, Pmakest thyself Goq.

not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 103190mnsse 34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not
27 My sheep hear my voice, and I 3 7m5%8  written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?

know them, and they follow me: 10:34 9Ps. 82:6 35 If he called them gods, %unto
28 AndIgive unto them eternal life; 't whom the word of God came, and the

b1Pet. 1:25

and they shall never perish, neither

scripture bcannot be broken;

10:22. The feast of the dedication celebrated the
cleansing of the temple by Judas Maccabeus after
its desecration by Antiochus Epiphanes in 165 B.C.
It began on the twenty-fifth of Kislev (or Chislev,
November-December) and lasted eight days. It was
called Hanukkah (Heb. for “Dedication”).

10:27-29. Never perish: These verses declare the
assurance that all believers will be utterly safe from
any creature that might wish to destroy them.
10:30. Here is the plainness of speech they desire, a
clear indication of His deity (cf. v. 24).

THE SECURITY OF THE BELIEVER

10:33. Blasphemy: They understood that He
claimed to be God.

10:34. Ye are gods (cf. Ps. 82:6) refers to Hebrew
judges who interpret God’s Law and justice. His
point is not to deny deity, but to deny that He had
said anything that could necessarily be construed as
the crime of blasphemy. He was also demonstrating
His superior knowledge of Scripture.

10:35. Scripture cannot be broken means that the
Scriptures are a binding authority. Jesus understood
the Old Testament Scriptures to be inerrant.

10:28. The doctrine of eternal security teaches that God is able to complete the good work of eternal
life that He has begun in every believer (Phil. 1:6). The eternal security of the believer is guaranteed
by the person and work of God. He is true and just, and cannot deny Himself. Therefore anyone who

has eternal life, has it forever. God promises that no one can ever be separated from His love (Rom. 8:33—39).
Illustration: Some argue that this doctrine leads to antinomianism, that is, allowing Christians to live in sin. This
charge, however, denies the very nature of salvation, which involves union with Christ and death to sin (cf. Rom.
6). But to the extent that a Christian fails to serve God, his reward may be lost, though he will be saved from ever-
lasting wrath (1 Cor. 3:15). Application: The Christian is saved and secured by faith, but in love and gratitude to
Christ will seek to faithfully serve Him. (First Reference, Gen. 15:6; Primary Reference, John 10:28; cf. 2 Cor. 6:17.)

AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES

10:35. The Scriptures (both Old and New Testaments) were recognized by the early church as the final

authority on all matters of faith and practice. Jesus spoke of the letters (Matt. 5:18) and verb tenses

(Matt. 22:31, 32) as being significant and authoritative. Part of Paul’s argument against the legalism in
Galatia was based upon a simple noun that the apostle held as authoritative (Gal. 3:16). Jesus said the Scripture
could not be broken, that is, treated as though it does not exist (v. 35). lllustration: A brief reading of Matthew
shows how authoritative the Old Testament was to early Christians. That this authority applied also to the New
Testament is illustrated by Paul in 1 Timothy 5:18. There Paul quotes from both Old and New Testaments (Deut.
25:4; Luke 10:7) in biblical support of his argument. Application: As we study the Scriptures, we must be care-
ful to be doers of the Word and not hearers only. (First Reference, Gen. 3:1; Primary Reference, John 10:35; cf.
John 17:17.)



36 Say ye of him, awhom the Father
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Jesus’ Friend Lazarus Dies

s . b . . .
hath sanctified, and bsent into the Jomzy o 1 Now a certain man was sick,
world, Thou blasphemest; because I 1‘2;71(511331 named Lazarus, of Bethany, the

said, I am 9the Son of God?
37 9If I do not the works of my Father,

10:25; 15:24
10:38 ¢John 5:36
bJohn 14:10, 11

town of “Mary and her sister Martha.
2 (9It was that Mary which anointed

believe me not. 10:39 9John the Lord with lointment, and wiped his
38 Butif I do, though ye believe not joue4jonn12s feet with her hair, whose brother Laz-

me, “believe the works: that ye may 1‘0 S_zyfﬁlohn arus was sick.)

know, and believe, bthat the Father isin  1:29, 36; 3:28 3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him,

me, and [ in him. oo saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou
39 aTherefore they sought again to  2sign lovest is sick.

take him: but he escaped out of their
hand,

40 And went away again beyond Jor-
dan into the place 2where John at first
baptized; and there he labode.

41 And many resorted unto him, and
said, John did no 2miracle: but all things

11:1 ¢ Luke 10:38,
39; John 11:5, 19
11:2 ¢ Matt. 26:7

4 When Jesus heard that, he said,
This sickness is not unto death, but for
the glory of God, that the Son of God
might be glorified thereby.

5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her
sister, and Lazarus.

6 When he had heard therefore that

. 1 il . o1y .
that John spake of this man were true. 1o o he was sick, she labode two days still in
42 And many believed on him there. *staved the same place where he was.

10:36-39. Essentially, Jesus’ claim to deity is
attested not so much by His verbal witness, but by
His works—and they are conclusive (v. 38).

10:40. And went away: Jesus retreated to a ministry
in Perea on the east side of the Jordan.

11:1-44. The raising of Lazarus from the dead is the
last and greatest miracle during the active ministry
of Jesus. The locale is the home of Mary, Martha,
and Lazarus, in Bethany, a village on the Mount of
Olives on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho.

11:2. Mary: Compare this with 12:3.

11:4. Glorified: Compare this with 9:3.

11:5. Jesus loved [Gr. agapad]: In verse 3 the sisters
(and the Jews in v. 36) suggest that He loves Lazarus.
The stronger word (agapad) indicates Jesus loves

them more than anyone knew.
name of Lazarus in Arabic. It is located at

E Bethany, about 2 miles from Jerusalem on

the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives. The tradi-
tional location of Lazarus’s tomb is very old. Eusebi-
us noted that it was a place of Christian pilgrimage
in his time (fourth century A..). Excavations at Beth-
any have uncovered the remains of ancient Christian
churches at this site dating back to at least the
fourth century A.p.

10:41. The Tomb of Lazarus is associated
with el-Azariyeh, which preserves the

The tomb of Lazarus at Bethany
Todd Bolen/www.BiblePlaces.com

11:6. Why does Jesus linger two days? He is “beyond
the Jordan” where John baptized (10:40) and not in
Judea (v. 7). The journey to Bethany would require
about one day. (It was approximately 18 miles mini-
mum.) A summary of the four days helps answer the
above question:

On the first day, the messenger travels from Beth-
any east across the Jordan to find Jesus. The next two
days Jesus lingers (v. 6). On the fourth day Jesus trav-
els west across the Jordan to Bethany. Since Lazarus
had already lain in the grave four days when Jesus
arrived (vv. 17, 39), he must have already been in his
grave when the messenger reached Jesus at the end
of the first day. (Jews normally buried a person on
the day of the death.) Thus, Jesus did not tarry two
days waiting for Lazarus to die.



