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To Isabella Monet, Ava Rae, MJ, and Gia Joy:
You are beautifully and wonderfully made.

You’re the head and not the tail—
above and not beneath.

You are God’s masterpiece.

Mommy and Daddy both love you very much!
#ToddSquadforLife

A CUP OF LOVE

Text copyright © 2023 by Michael Todd
Cover art and interior illustrations copyright © 2023 by Joel Santana 

All rights reserved. 

Published in the United States by WaterBrook, an imprint of  
Random House, a division of Penguin Random House LLC. 

WATERBROOK and colophon are registered  
trademarks of Penguin Random House LLC. 

ISBN 978-0-593-19264-1
Ebook ISBN 978-0-593-19265-8

The Library of Congress catalog record is  
available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021021146.

Printed in China 

waterbrookmultnomah.com

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

First Edition

Book and cover design by Zaiah Sampson

Most WaterBrook books are available at special quantity discounts  
for bulk purchase for premiums, fundraising, and corporate and  
educational needs by organizations, churches, and businesses.  

Special books or book excerpts also can be created to fit specific needs.  
For details, contact specialmarketscms@penguinrandomhouse.com.

76



Mommy’s eyes are closed so tight.
Who’s she talking to tonight?
I see her sitting on her bed.
She folds her arms and bows her head.

She makes sure to say “Thanks” and “Please”
and asks for help and grace and peace.
When she’s done, I hear her say,
“In Jesus’s holy name, I pray.”
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<~?~pages 10–11>

“It’s so important that we pray,
spend time with Jesus every day,
and talk to Him like a best friend.
Then when you’re done, you say, ‘Amen.’ ”

While I was spying from outside,
Mommy saw me and replied,
“Is that my pretty girl I see?
Why don’t you come and pray with me?”

1110



“So many people, young and old,
all have relationship goals.
To do the things we’re aiming for,
we set a goal and focus more.

If we each want to succeed,
goals are things that we all need.
Jesus should be first on our lists—
a relationship that can’t be missed.”
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“When you wake up every day,
it’s good to thank the Lord and pray.
And listen to your mom and dad.
We’ll help you learn what makes God glad.”

“You can make goals with Jesus too.
He wants a relationship with you!
So pray and tell Him how you feel.
If you’re hurt, He’ll help you heal.”
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The next night, Mom did her makeup and hair
and got all dressed up to go out somewhere.
“I look like you!” I said with a brush
to dust my cheeks with some of her blush.
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