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The Beginning D'd , all the creatures that move along the ning, and there was morning —the
_ . \ d according to their kinds. And sixth day.
[n the beginning God created the | You Know = :
l heavens and the earth. 2Now the i God saw that it was good. Thus the heavens and the earth

26 Then God said, “Let us make
mankind in our image, in our likeness,
so that they may rule over the fish in 2By the seventh day God had finished the
the sea and the birds in the sky, over work he had been doing; so on the sev-
the livestock and all the wild animals, enth day he rested from all his work.
and over all the creatures that move 3Then God blessed the seventh day
along the ground.” and made it holy, because on it he rest-

2786 Eod srantad maniiind b e ow ed from all the work of creating that
— he had done.

What does create mean?

l:l The word create means
“to make something new.”
God did just that when he
created the universe. Gen-
esis tells us that God cre-
ated everything. Read this
chapter and you will find
many things that God
created.

earth was formless and empty, dark- were completed in all their vast array.

ness was over the surface of the deep,
and the Spirit of God was hovering
over the waters.

3And God said, “Let there be light,” and
there was light. 4God saw that the
light was good, and he separated the

light from the darkness. 5God called
the light “day,” and the darkness he

called “night.” And there was evening,
and there was morning —the first day.

6 And God said, “Let there be a vault be-

tween the waters to separate water
from water.” 7So God made the vault
and separated the water under the
vault from the water above it. And it
was so0. 8God called the vault “sky.”
And there was evening, and there was
morning —the second day.

9And God said, “Let the water under the

sky be gathered to one place, and let
dry ground appear.” And it was so.
10God called the dry ground “land,”
and the gathered waters he called
“seas.” And God saw that it was good.
II'Then God said, “Let the land pro-
duce vegetation: seed-bearing plants
and trees on the land that bear fruit
with seed in it, according to their var-
jous kinds.” And it was so. 12The land
produced vegetation: plants bearing
seed according to their kinds and trees
bearing fruit with seed in it according
to their kinds. And God saw that it was
good. 13And there was evening, and
there was morning—the third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the

Qords to Treasure

In the beginning God
created the heavens
and the earth.

Genesis 1:1

vault of the sky to separate the day
from the night, and let them serve as
signs to mark sacred times, and days
and years, 15and let them be lights in
the vault of the sky to give light on the
earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two
great lights—the greater light to gov-
ern the day and the lesser light to gov-
ern the night. He also made the stars.
17 God set them in the vault of the sky
to give light on the earth, 18to govern
the day and the night, and to separate
light from darkness. And God saw
that it was good. 19And there was eve-
ning, and there was morning —the
fourth day.

20And God said, “Let the water teem with

living creatures, and let birds fly
above the earth across the vault of
the sky.” 2150 God created the great
creatures of the sea and every living
thing with which the water teems and
that moves about in it, according to
their kinds, and every winged bird ac-
cording to its kind. And God saw that
it was good. 22God blessed them and
said, “Be fruitful and increase in num-
ber and fill the water in the seas, and
let the birds increase on the earth.”
23 And there was evening, and there
was morning — the fifth day.

24And God said, “Let the land produce

living creatures according to their
kinds: the livestock, the creatures that
move along the ground, and the wild
animals, each according to its kind.”
And it was so. 25God made the wild
animals according to their kinds, the
livestock according to their kinds, and

in the image of God he created them; Adam and Eve

male and female he created them. e
4'This is the account of the heavens and

28God blessed them and said to the earth when they were created, when

them, “Be fruitful and increase in the LoRD God made the earth and the
number; fill the earth and subdue it. heavens.

Rule over the fish in the sea and the
birds in the sky and over every living ~ °Now no shrub had yet appeared on the

creature that moves on the ground.” ~ €arth® and no plant had yet sprung up, for
29Then God said, “I give you ev- the LORD God had not sent rain on the

ery seed-bearing plant on the face of earth and there was no one to work the

the whole earth and every tree that ground, 6but streamse came up from the
has fruit with seed in it. They will be e€arth and watered the whole surface of

yours for food. 30And to all the beasts the ground. 7Then the LORD God formed

of the earth and all the birds in the sky @ man¢ from the dust of the ground and

and all the creatures that move along
the ground—everything that has the <26 Probable reading of the original Hebrew text
breath of life in it—1I give every green (see Syriac); Masoretic Textthe earth 5 Or land,

1 . alsoinverse6 ¢6 Ormist d7 The Hebrew
plant for food.” And it was so. for man (adam) sounds like and may be related to

_ 31God saw all that he had made, and (e Hebrew for ground (adamah); it is also the name
it was very good. And there was eve- Adam (see verse 20).

You're Special

Read Genesis 1:26-27. God made you in his own image.
You are not like the other creatures God made—
humans are the only creatures that God created in his
own image or likeness. That doesn't mean that you
look like God or that you're equal to God, but it does
mean that you are his very special creation.

Look at pictures of your mom or dad when they
were your age. How were they like you? How were
they different? Your parents love you very much
because you are their child, and you are like them in
Important ways. Ask your mom or dad to tell you why
they think you are special.

God loves you very much because you are his child and his one-of-a-kind special
creation. You are made in his own image, but you are still your very own person.
Write a letter to God, thanking him for adopting you as his son or daughter, for cre-
ating you Iin his image, and for loving you so very much.

Genesis 1:26-27
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Who wrote this book? B

There is some debate about who wrote Genesis. m
However, many scholars believe Moses wrote it. w

Why was this book written?

Genesis tells how God created the universe and :
human beings. It also covers the special promis-

es God made to Abraham. w

What do we learn about God in this book? w

God created all things. He loves people, but he
will punish sin. God promises, however, to save
people who trust him.

Who are the key people in this book?

The most important people in this book are
Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac
and Rebekah, Jacob and Rachel, and Joseph.

When did this happen?

No one knows when the creation or the flood
occurred. Abraham was born about 2150 B.c. His
great-grandson Joseph died about 1800 B.cC.

Where did this happen?

Genesis 1-11 happened in Mesopotamia. Gene-
sis 12-36 took place in Canaan, which is also
called the promised land. The rest of Genesis
took place in Egypt. (See the map index at the
back of this Bible to find Egypt.)

What are some of the stories in this book?
God creates the universe Genesis 1

God creates Adam and Eve Genesis 2
Adam and Eve sin Genesis 3
Noah builds an ark Genesis 6

God sends a flood to punish sin Genesis 7-8
God gives promises to Abraham Genesis 12
Abraham prays for a city Genesis 18
Jacob steals Esau’s blessing Genesis 27
Jacob’s name is changed Genesis 32

Joseph's brothers sell him into
slavery Genesis 37

Joseph becomes a ruler Genesis 39-41
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