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The Purpose Driven Life
Devotional for Kids Introduction

PURPOSE 1:
The Reason for Everything

PURPOSE 2:
Faith and Friendship with God

PURPOSE 3:
Your Part in God's Family

PURPOSE 4:
Becoming Like Christ

PURPOSE 5:
Serving God, Serving Others

PURPOSE 6:
You Were Made for a Mission

Why So Many Translations?



INTRODUCTION

Rick Warren

This is more than a book! It is a guide about God, your
life, your purpose, and your mission. Over the next year,
| want you to read one page a day. By the time you
finish this book, you will have a better understanding
of God's plan for you and how you can make a differ-
ence in the world. When you see how all the pieces of
your life fit together, it'll be easier to make decisions,
be happy with what you have and who you are, and
prepare for eternal life with God.

Don't just read this devotional. Interact with it.
Underline it. Write notes in the margins. Make it your
book.

Your life is worth taking the time to think about.
And God is worth knowing, because he's the only one
who can give your life real meaning.

| get excited when | think about kids discovering
their life purpose, because when you understand why
you are here on Earth, God will do great things in your
life and use you—no matter how young you are—to
make a difference in the world. He did those things for
me, and | have never been the same. Neither will you!
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Everything




It is God who directs the lives of his creatures;
everyone’s life is in his power.

(JOB 12:10 TEV)

Do you ever wonder:

What do | want to be when | grow up?
What should | do with my life?
What are my dreams?

The search for the meaning of life has puzzled people for
thousands of years. People want to know why they are here on
Earth and if they matter. But the truth is, focusing on yourself will
not reveal the answers.

You didn't create yourself. So how could you know what you
were created for? If | handed you an invention you had never
seen before, you wouldn't know what it was supposed to do.
And the invention itself wouldn't be able to tell you either. Only
the creator or the owner's manual could tell you the answers.

God is our Creator, and the Bible is his manual. He put us
here on Earth for a reason—to love him and love others. If we
ask God and read his Word, we'll find out exactly how we should
do that.

Prayer

God, show me how | can love you better and love others around
me. Show me who you want me to be.




These are the clans of the Levites listed according to
their fathers.

(1 CHRONICLES 6:19B)

If you've ever auditioned for a play or tried out for a team,
you probably looked for your name and any of your friends on
the list of kids who made it as soon as it was posted. Or if you
entered a writing contest at school, you read the list of winners
to find out if you or anyone you know won.

However, reading a bunch of names of people you don't
know is not on anyone's list of favorite things to do. So it may
seem strange that God had the author of Chronicles write down
name after name after name. We don't know anything about
them, except who their fathers or mothers were and maybe
where they lived. But this list of names in the book of Chronicles
shows how important recognition is. God recognized the people
who were a part of Israel’s history and accomplishments. He
knew them by name and took the time to point them out.

God knows your name too. He knows who you are, and you
matter to him. Even if your name never makes it on a winners’
list or try-out roster, God will recognize you as his child. That's
reward enough.

Prayer

Lord, it's easy to feel overlooked or unimportant, especially
when others get so much attention and recognition. | need to
remember that you love me and value me. | need to remember
that I'm yours.



God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife,
you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be
Sarah. | will bless her and will surely give you a son by
her. | will bless her so that she will be the mother of
nations; kings of peoples will come from her.”

(GENESIS 17:15-16)

Sarai was married to a well-known man, so for most of
her life, she was known simply as Abraham’s wife. Imagine if
everyone always called you by another name rather than your
own—Mary's kid, Susan's sister, Andrew's friend.

Then at ninety years old, Sarai became well known herself.
She had a baby! That got her recognized. But this new fame
was all from God. God blessed her husband for his faith, and he
blessed Sarai too. To show how pleased he was, God gave them
new names. Names were important in Bible times. Names indi-
cated personality, standing, or family. Sarai's new name, Sarah,
meant princess.

Ask your parents how they came up with your name. Did you
know God has names for you too? He calls you beloved, royalty,
and his child. He also calls you names that fit with his plans for
your life. Perhaps God's name for you will be doctor, Olympian,
mechanic, or artist. When God gives you a name, he's telling you
who he created you to be. As you grow up, he may even give
you a new name, just like he did with Sarai.

Prayer

God, what names have you given me? Show me who you have
created me to be and what plans you have for my life.




Where were you when | laid the earth’s

foundation? . .. Who shut up the sea behind doors
when it burst forth from the womb, when | made the
clouds its garment and wrapped it in thick darkness?

(JOB 38:4A, 8-9)

What is the most amazing thing you've ever seen or read?
Astronauts going into space? An athlete breaking a world
record? A triple rainbow? Those things can blow you away. But
God has done more amazing, mind-blowing stuff. He created
boundaries for the seas, so they don't flood countries under
water. He set the sky in place around the earth and made gravity
that keeps us on the ground, not floating off into space. God
makes the sun rise in the morning so we can see to work and
play, and he makes it set at night so we can sleep and rest. Psalm
104 also describes a few of the mind-boggling things God does.

When you read a little bit of God's awesome, huge, mag-
nificent, power, it's hard to wrap your brain around it. Hey, even
your brain, with its hundred-billion neurons and sixty-thousand
miles of bloods vessels, is one of his miraculous works. God is
unstoppable, unmatchable, and unbeatable. He is worthy of
your praise!

Prayer

Lord, you are awesome and amazing. | don't even realize every-
thing you are capable of doing. But you have my praise and
honor.




By the word of the Lorp the heavens were made, their
starry host by the breath of his mouth. He gathers
the waters of the seas into jars; he puts the deep into
storehouses.

(PSALM 33:6-7)

What's the best magic trick you've ever seen? A woman
being “sawed" in half? A bird appearing out of nowhere?
Sometimes we read about magic, like in a story where someone
finds a magic shoe or lamp? Fairy tales are made up, and magic
is just illusions that trick your eyes. But God doesn't need magic
or illusions—he is divine power.

God uses his supernatural power. When he breathes, he can
actually create stars, rivers, and planets. His hands can pick up
the oceans (the Atlantic Ocean alone is over forty-one million
square miles—that’s twenty percent of the earth). Those are
some pretty big hands that can save you from anything. God's
power is better than a story of magic or a disappearing act. He
can save or change anything he wants. He can even rescue you
from your worst enemy.

Now that's a super power that every story needs.

Prayer

God, it's not easy to understand how powerful you are because
I've never seen you create things or change the earth. Help me
believe in you and trust your power.




The sun stopped in the middle of the sky and
delayed going down about a full day. There has never
been a day like it before or since, a day when the
Lorp listened to a human being. Surely the Lorp was
fighting for Israel!

(JOSHUA 10:13-14)

Every day the sun rises. Every day the sun sets. Even if
it's cloudy, Earth still revolves through day and night. If Earth
stopped spinning, one side of the world would be night all the
time, and the other side would always be daytime. Can you
imagine playing in the dark all the time? Or going to bed with
the sun still shining through your windows?

Joshua got to see the earth stand still. God stopped it,
so Joshua had plenty of sunlight to defeat his enemies. The
people on the other side of the world must have wondered what
happened!

The Bible is full of miraculous stories. God can do anything
anytime. The Old Testament may seem like a book of fiction, but
everything written in it is true. God can stop planets, part seas,
make animals talk, and change the heart of any person. He does
miraculous things for his glory, which means to show who he is
and his power. With God, anything is possible.

Prayer

God, I've never seen a miracle or an amazing work like you did
for people in Old Testament times. But | believe you are a pow-
erful God, and | want to be on your side always.



