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Welcome!
Welcome to the great adventure of 
reading, exploring and discovering 
the Bible.
	 Are you looking for adventure? 
Are you eager to discover God’s 
Word and apply it to your life? 
Then the NIrV Adventure Bible® for 
Early Readers is especially for you.
	 Each feature of the NIrV 
Adventure Bible® for Early Readers 
is designed to introduce you to the 
wonderful messages and promises 
in God’s Word. Take a few minutes 
to read these explanations. Then 
you will know the best way to use 
the NIrV Adventure Bible® for Early 
Readers.

Features You Should  
Know About
Words to Treasure
Key verses throughout the Bible are 
highlighted as “Words to Treasure.” 
These verses are worth 
remembering. The best way to live 
for Jesus is to have his Word in your 

heart. Try to 
memorize these 
verses from 
“Words to 
Treasure.”

Did You Know?
This feature points out many of the 
interesting, small facts that are 

found in the 
Bible. Learn them 
all and wow your 
parents, teachers, 
and friends with 
your Bible 
knowledge.

People In Bible Times
The Bible is full of wonderful 
people. You are probably very 
familiar with some of their stories, 
but you may never have heard of 
others. “People in Bible Times” 

helps make these real-life characters 
and their true stories come alive for 

you. It might be 
fun to try to 
imagine yourself 
in their situations. 
What would you 
do?

Life in Bible Times
Do you ever wonder what it was 
like to live in the times of Abraham 
or Ruth or Jesus? What kind of food 
did they eat? Where did they sleep? 
What kind of work did they do? 
“Life in Bible Times” will tell you—
and show you! Each of these 
exciting features includes a picture.

Live It!
It is important to read and 
memorize God’s Word. But what 
really counts is living it, letting the 
Bible affect how you work, play, 
and live. “Live It!” tells you what 
the Bible has to say about your life 
RIGHT NOW!

Book Introductions
You’ll find basic facts about a book 
of the Bible (who wrote it, where it 
took place, why it was written), at 
the beginning of each book. The 
book introduction will also give you 
a list of favorite Bible stories and 
teachings you can find in that Bible 
book.

Psalms 23 — 25677
  Anyone who does not trust in the 

statue of a god.
  Anyone who doesn’t use the name 

of that god when he makes a 
promise.

 5 People like that will receive the 
LORD’s blessing.

  When God their Savior hands 
down his sentence, it will be in 
their favor.

 6 The people who look to God are like 
that.

  God of Jacob, they look to you.

 7 Open wide, you gates.
  Open up, you ancient doors.
  Then the King of glory will 

come in.
 8 Who is the King of glory?
  The LORD, who is strong and 

mighty.
  The LORD, who is mighty in battle.
 9 Open wide, you gates.
  Open wide, you ancient doors.
  Then the King of glory will 

come in.
 10 Who is he, this King of glory?
  The LORD who rules over all.
  He is the King of glory.

Psalm 25
A psalm of David.

 1 In you, LORD my God, I put my trust.
 2 I trust in you.
  Don’t let me be put to shame.
  Don’t let my enemies win the battle 

over me.
 3 Those who put their hope in you

 5 You prepare a feast for me
  right in front of my enemies.
  You pour oil on my head.
  My cup runs over.
 6 I am sure that your goodness and 

love will follow me
  all the days of my life.
  And I will live in the house of the 

LORD
  forever.

Psalm 24
A psalm of David.

 1 The earth belongs to the LORD. And 
so does everything in it.

  The world belongs to him. And so 
do all those who live in it.

 2 He set it firmly on the oceans.
  He made it secure on the 

waters.

 3 Who can go up to the temple on the 
mountain of the LORD?

  Who can stand in his holy place?
 4 Anyone who has clean hands and a 

pure heart.

Psalm 23:1

The LORD is my 
shepherd. He 
gives me 
everything I 
need.

What God Is Like
Psalm 23 says that God is like a shepherd. A shepherd 
loves and cares for his sheep. He watches them closely, 
protects 
them from 
danger, and 
makes sure 

they have enough to eat and drink. 
To say that God is our shepherd 
means that he watches over us and 
will show us what is best for us.

4Genesis 2
said, “You may eat  fruit from any tree in 
the gar den. 17 But you must not eat the 
 fruit from the tree of the knowl edge of 
good and evil. If you do, you will cer-
tain ly die.”

18 The LORD God said, “It is not good 
for the man to be  alone. I will make a 
help er who is just  right for him.”

19 The LORD God had  formed all the 
wild an i mals and all the  birds in the 
sky. He had made all of them out of the 
 ground. He  brought them to the man 
to see what  names he  would give them. 
And the name the man gave each liv ing 
crea ture be came its name. 20 So the 
man gave  names to all the live stock, all 
the  birds in the sky, and all the wild an i-
mals.

But Adam  didn’t find a help er that 
was just  right for him. 21 So the LORD
God  caused him to fall into a deep  sleep. 
 While the man was sleep ing, the LORD
God took out one of the  man’s ribs. Then 
the LORD God  closed the open ing in the 
 man’s side. 22 Then the LORD God made 
a wom an. He made her from the rib he 
had tak en out of the man. And the LORD
God  brought her to the man.

23 The man said,

  “Her bones have come from my 
bones.

  Her body has come from my body.
  She will be named ‘woman,’
  because she was taken out of a 

man.”
24  That’s why a man  leaves his fa ther and 
moth er and is  joined to his wife. The two 
of them be come one.

25 Adam and his wife were both na ked. 
They  didn’t feel any  shame.

5 At that time, bush es had not yet 
ap peared on the  earth.  Plants had not 
start ed to grow. The LORD God had not 
sent rain on the  earth. And  there was no 
one to farm the land. 6 But  streams came 
from the  earth. They wa tered the en tire 
sur face of the  ground. 7 Then the LORD 
God  formed a man. He made him out of 
the dust of the  ground. God  breathed the 
 breath of life into him. And the man be-
came a liv ing per son.

Adam
Adam was the first human being. God 
created Adam in his own image. That 
means that in many ways Adam was 
like God. God made Adam from the dust 
of the earth. God placed Adam in the 
Garden of Eden to take care of it.

8 The LORD God had plant ed a gar den 
in the east in Eden. He put in the gar den 
the man he had  formed. 9 The LORD God 
made ev ery kind of tree grow out of the 
 ground. The  trees were pleas ing to look 
at.  Their  fruit was good to eat.  There 
were two  trees in the mid dle of the gar-
den. One of them had  fruit that let peo ple 
live for ev er. The oth er had  fruit that let 
peo ple tell the dif fer ence be tween good 
and evil.

10 A riv er wa tered the gar den. It 
 flowed out of Eden. From  there the riv er 
sep a rat ed into four oth er riv ers. 11 The 
name of the  first riv er is the Pi shon. It 
 winds  through the  whole land of Hav i lah. 
Gold is  found  there. 12 The gold of that 
land is good. Onyx and  sweet-smell ing 
res in are also  found  there. 13 The name 
of the sec ond riv er is the Gi hon. It  winds 
 through the  whole land of Cush. 14 The 
name of the  third riv er is the Ti gris. It 
runs  along the east side of Ashur. And 
the  fourth riv er is  called the Eu phra tes.

15 The LORD God put the man in the 
Gar den of Eden. He put him  there to 
farm its land and take care of it. 16 The 
LORD God gave the man a com mand. He 

e 
s Eve

God did not want Adam to be alone. He 
created a helper for Adam. Her name 
was Eve. God made her from one of 
Adam’s ribs. Adam and Eve lived 
together in the Garden of Eden.

8Genesis 5 — 6
that I have made hu man be ings.” 8 But 
the LORD was very  pleased with Noah.

put a  curse on the  ground.” 30 La-
mech  lived 595  years af ter Noah 
was born. He also had oth er sons 
and daugh ters. 31 La mech  lived 
a to tal of 777  years. And then he 
died.

 32 Af ter Noah was 500  years old, he 
be came the fa ther of Shem, Ham 
and Ja pheth.

The Sins of Everyone on Earth

6  There be gan to be many hu man 
be ings on the  earth. And daugh ters 

were born to them. 2 The sons of God 
saw that the daugh ters of hu man be ings 
were beau ti ful. So they mar ried any of 
them they  chose. 3 Then the LORD said, 
“My Spir it will not strug gle with hu man 
be ings for ev er. They will have only 120 
 years to live.”

4 The Neph i lim were on the  earth in 
 those days. That was when the sons of 
God went to the daugh ters of hu man 
be ings. Chil dren were born to them. 
The Neph i lim were fa mous he roes who 
 lived long ago. Neph i lim were also on the 
 earth lat er on.

5 The LORD saw how bad the sins of 
ev ery one on  earth had be come. They 
only  thought  about evil  things. 6 The 
LORD was very sad that he had made 
hu man be ings on the  earth. His  heart was 
 filled with pain. 7 So the LORD said, “I cre-
at ed hu man be ings, but I will wipe them 
out. I will also de stroy the an i mals, the 
 birds in the sky, and the crea tures that 
move  along the  ground. I am very sad 

Did You Know?
How long did it 
take to build 
the ark?
6:3 It took about 
120 years. God 
waited until the ark 
was ready before he sent 
the flood. He wanted to save Noah 
and his family.

Noah’s Ark
Noah built a wooden ark. It was a kind of boat. When 
the flood came, Noah and his family were safe. The 
animals were safe too. The ark was 450 feet long. That is 
as long as 1½ 
football fields 
laid out end to 

end. The ark was 45 feet high. That’s as 
high as a five-story building. The ark 
had a long row of windows just under 
the roof. The door must have been big 
to allow the large animals to go in.

Noah and the Flood
9 Here is the sto ry of Noah’s fam i ly 

line.

Noah was a god ly man. He was with-
out  blame  among the peo ple of his time. 
He  walked faith ful ly with God. 10 Noah 
had  three sons.  Their  names were Shem, 
Ham and Ja pheth.

11 The  earth was very sin ful in  God’s 
eyes. It was full of peo ple who did mean 
and harm ful  things. 12 God saw how sin-
ful the  earth had be come. All its peo ple 
were liv ing very sin ful  lives. 13 So God 
said to Noah, “I am go ing to put an end 
to ev ery one. They have  filled the  earth 
with  their harm ful acts. I am cer tain ly 
go ing to de stroy them and the  earth. 
14 So make your self an ark out of cy press 

66Exodus 1 — 2
 slave driv ers  forced them to work with 
 bricks and mud. And they made them do 
all  kinds of work in the  fields. The Egyp-
tians  didn’t show them any pity at all. 
They made them work very hard.

15  There were two He brew wom en 
 named Shiph rah and Puah. They  helped 
oth er wom en hav ing ba bies. The king of 
 Egypt  spoke to them. He said, 16 “You 
are the ones who help the oth er He brew 
wom en.  Watch them when they get into 
a sit ting po si tion to have  their ba bies. 
Kill the boys. Let the  girls live.” 17 But 
Shiph rah and Puah had re spect for God. 
They  didn’t do what the king of  Egypt 
had told them to do. They let the boys 
live. 18 Then the king of  Egypt sent for 
the wom en. He  asked them, “Why have 
you done this? Why have you let the boys 
live?”

19 The wom en an swered Phar aoh, 
“He brew wom en are not like the wom-
en of  Egypt. They are  strong. They have 
 their ba bies be fore we get  there.”

20 So God was kind to Shiph rah and 
Puah. And the num ber of Is ra el ites 
be came even great er. 21 Shiph rah and 
Puah had re spect for God. So he gave 
them fam i lies of  their own.

22 Then Phar aoh gave an or der to all 
his peo ple. He said, “You must  throw 
ev ery He brew baby boy into the Nile Riv-
er. But let ev ery He brew baby girl live.”

Moses Is Born

2 A man and a wom an from the  tribe 
of Levi got mar ried. 2 She be came 

preg nant and had a son by her hus band. 
She saw that her baby was a fine  child. 
And she hid him for  three  months. 
3 Af ter that, she  couldn’t hide him any 

The Israelites Become Slaves 
in Egypt

1 Here are the  names of Is ra el’s chil-
dren who went to  Egypt with Ja cob. 
Each one went with his fam i ly.

 2 Ja cob’s sons were Reu ben, Sim e on, 
Levi, Ju dah,

 3 Is sa char, Zeb u lun, Ben ja min,
 4 Dan, Naph ta li,
  Gad and Ash er.

 5 The to tal num ber of Ja cob’s chil-
dren and grand chil dren was 70. 
Jo seph was al ready in  Egypt.
6 Jo seph and all his broth ers died. So 

did all  their chil dren. 7 The peo ple of 
Is ra el had many chil dren. The num ber 
of them great ly in creased.  There were 
so many of them that they  filled the land.

8 Then a new king came to pow er in 
 Egypt. Jo seph  didn’t mean any thing 
to him. 9 “Look,” he said to his peo ple. 
“The Is ra el ites are far too many for us. 
10 Come. We must deal with them care-
ful ly. If we  don’t,  there will be even more 
of them. Then if war  breaks out,  they’ll 
join our en e mies.  They’ll  fight  against us 
and  leave the coun try.”

11 So the Egyp tians put  slave driv-
ers over the peo ple of Is ra el. The  slave 
driv ers treat ed them bad ly and made 
them work hard. The Is ra el ites  built the 
cit ies of Pi thom and Ram e ses so Phar-
aoh  could  store  things  there. 12 But the 
 worse the  slave driv ers treat ed the Is ra-
el ites, the more Is ra el ites  there were. So 
the Egyp tians be came  afraid of them. 
13 They made them work hard. They 
 didn’t show them any pity. 14 The peo ple 
suf fered be cause of  their hard la bor. The 

Moses’ Basket Boat
The Egyptians built 
boats by tying 
together bundles of 
dried papyrus (puh-
PIE-rus) reeds. The 
papyrus reed basket 

that Moses’ mother made probably looked 
like one of those boats.

11 Genesis 9
you in the ark. I am mak ing my cov enant 
with the  birds, the live stock and all the 
wild an i mals. I am mak ing it with all the 
crea tures that came out of the ark with 
you. In fact, I am mak ing it with ev ery 
liv ing  thing on  earth. 11 Here is my cov-
enant I am mak ing with you. The wa ters 
of a  f lood will nev er  again de stroy all 
life. A  flood will nev er  again de stroy the 
 earth.”

12 God con tin ued, “My cov enant is 
be tween me and you and ev ery liv ing 
crea ture with you. It is a cov enant for 
all time to come. Here is the sign of the 
cov enant I am mak ing. 13 I have put my 
rain bow in the  clouds. It will be the sign 
of the cov enant be tween me and the 
 earth. 14 Some times when I  bring  clouds 
over the  earth, a rain bow will ap pear in 
them. 15 Then I will re mem ber my cov-
enant be tween me and you and ev ery 
kind of liv ing crea ture. The wa ters will 
nev er  again be come a  flood to de stroy 
all life. 16 When the rain bow ap pears in 
the  clouds, I will see it. I will re mem ber 
that my cov enant will last for ev er. It is a 
cov enant be tween me and ev ery kind of 
liv ing crea ture on  earth.”

17 So God said to Noah, “The rain bow 
is the sign of my cov enant. I have made 
my cov enant be tween me and all life on 
 earth.”

The Sons of Noah
18 The sons of Noah who came out of 

the ark were Shem, Ham and Ja pheth. 
Ham was the fa ther of Ca naan. 19 The 

God Makes a Covenant With Noah

9 Then God  blessed Noah and his 
sons. He said to them, “Have chil-

dren so that  there are many of you. Fill 
the  earth. 2 All the land an i mals will be 
 afraid of you. All the  birds in the sky will 
be  afraid of you. Ev ery crea ture that 
 moves  along the  ground will be  afraid of 
you. So will ev ery fish in the seas. Ev ery 
liv ing  thing is put un der your con trol. 
3 Ev ery thing that  lives and  moves  about 
will be food for you. I have al ready giv en 
you the  green  plants for food. Now I am 
giv ing you ev ery thing.

4 “But you must not eat meat that 
 still has  blood in it. 5 I will cer tain ly 
hold some one ac count able if you are 
mur dered. I will even hold an i mals 
ac count able if they kill you. I will also 
hold any one ac count able who mur ders 
an oth er per son.

 6 “Anyone who murders a human 
being

  will be killed by a human being.
  That is because I have made human 

beings
  so that they are like me.
7 “Have chil dren so that  there will be 
many of you. Mul ti ply and be come many 
on the  earth.”

8 Then God  spoke to Noah and to his 
sons who were with him. He said, 9 “I 
am now mak ing my cov enant with you 
and with all your chil dren who will be 
born af ter you. 10 I am mak ing it also 
with ev ery liv ing crea ture that was with 

GENESIS 8:20–22; 9:12–17

Thank God
Read Genesis 8:20–22; 9:12–17. When Noah and his family 

left the ark, they gave thanks to God. God was pleased. He put a 
rainbow in the sky. It was his promise that he would never again 
send a flood over the whole earth. Noah and his family were 
very thankful. Make a list of all the reasons you are thankful. Ask 
your family to help.
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9 Welcome

Subject Index
In the back of the NIrV Adventure 
Bible® for Early Readers is an index 
of different subjects and people 
covered in this Bible. If you need to 
do a report for school or are 
wondering about a certain subject 
or person, look it up in this index 
and then read about it on the pages 
listed.

Dictionary
When you’re reading the NIrV 
Adventure Bible® for Early Readers, 
you may come to a word that you 
don’t understand. Be sure to take a 
minute to look it up in the 
dictionary found at the back of your 
Bible (page 1553). Read the 
definition so you can better 
understand God’s message.

Charts
In the front and scattered 
throughout the NIrV Adventure 
Bible® for Early Readers are some 
special, colorful pages that contain 
important information. Be sure to 
check out the facts on these pages. 
You’ll be glad you did!

Maps
In the back of this Bible are eight 
color maps. They will help you 
better understand where the events 
in the Bible took place. There is also 
a map index.

Where to Start
Don’t worry about where to start. 
Start anywhere. Go through the 
Bible and see what features interest 
you. Then begin exploring and 
reading both the features and the 
Bible text. Use the NIrV Adventure 
Bible® for Early Readers every day 
to begin the great adventure of 
living for Jesus!

If you have any questions or 
comments about this Bible, please 
write and tell us.

The Editors
Zonderkidz
3900 Sparks Drive, SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546

Who wrote this book?
Moses wrote this book.

Why was this book written?
This book tells how God created the world. It also 
tells about the special promises God made to 
Abraham.

What do we learn about God in this 
book?
God created all things. God loves people. But God 
wants people to obey him. God promises to save 
people who trust him.

Who is important in this book?
Important people in this book are Adam, Eve and 
Noah. Abraham and Sarah are also important. 
Isaac, Jacob and Joseph are important too.

When did this happen?
No one knows when the creation or the flood 
happened. Abraham was born about 2,000 years 
before Jesus was born.

Where did this happen?
The first part of Genesis happened somewhere in 
the Middle East. Many people think that the 
Garden of Eden was in the country we now call 
Iraq. The rest of Genesis takes place in Egypt and 
Canaan.

What are some of the stories in this 
book?
God creates the world ................................ Genesis 1

God creates Adam and Eve ......................... Genesis 2

Adam and Eve sin ........................................ Genesis 3

God saves Noah and the animals ........... Genesis 6–8

God gives Abram a promise ..................... Genesis 12

Jacob steals Esau’s blessing ....................... Genesis 27

Joseph’s brothers sell him ......................... Genesis 37

Joseph becomes a ruler ....................... Genesis 39–41

Genesis

Note to parents and teachers:
The special features of the NIrV 
Adventure Bible® for Early Readers 
can be used as a teaching or 
devotional tool by parents and 
teachers but also may be used to 
encourage children to explore the 
Bible on their own and to have their 
own quiet times with God.
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Who wrote this book?
John was a follower of Jesus. He wrote this book.

Why was this book written?
This book shows that Jesus is the Son of God.

For whom was this book written?
John wrote this book for everyone who wants to 
understand who Jesus really is.

What happens in this book?
John tells about wonderful things Jesus did that 
show that Jesus is the Son of God.

Who is important in this book?
Jesus is the most important person in this book.

When did this happen?
The events in this book happened when Jesus lived 
on this earth.

Where did this happen?
Most of the things in this book happened in Judea.

What are some of the stories in this 
book?
Jesus chooses his followers.................... John 1:35–51

Jesus teaches Nicodemus......................... John 3:1–21

Jesus talks to a woman of Samaria......... John 4:1–26

Jesus walks on the water....................... John 6:16–24

Jesus says he is God’s Son....................... John 8:31–59

Jesus heals a blind man............................ John 9:1–41

Jesus is a good shepherd....................... John 10:1–21

Jesus brings Lazarus back to life........... John 11:1–44

Jesus washes feet................................... John 13:1–17

Jesus prays.............................................. John 17:6–25

Jesus dies and is buried........................ John 19:28–42

Jesus’ tomb is empty.............................. John 20:1–31

Jesus forgives Peter.............................. John 21:15–25

John
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1282John 1
comes after me is more important than 
I am. He is more important because he 
existed before I was born.’ ” 16 God is full 
of grace. From him we have all received 
grace in place of the grace already given. 
17 In the past, God gave us grace through 
the law of Moses. Now, grace and truth 
come to us through Jesus Christ. 18 No 
one has ever seen God. But the One and 
Only is God and is at the Father’s side. 
The one at the Father’s side has shown 
us what God is like.

John the Baptist Says That He Is 
Not the Messiah

19 The Jewish leaders in Jerusalem 
sent priests and Levites to ask John who 
he was. John spoke the truth to them. 
20 He did not try to hide the truth. He 
spoke to them openly. He said, “I am not 
the Messiah.”

21 They asked him, “Then who are 
you? Are you Elijah?”

He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet we’ve been 

expecting?” they asked.
“No,” he answered.
22 They asked one last time, “Who 

are you? Give us an answer to take back 
to those who sent us. What do you say 
about yourself?”

23 John replied, using the words of Isa­
iah the prophet. John said, “I’m the mes­
senger who is calling out in the desert, 
‘Make the way for the Lord straight.’ ” 
(Isaiah 40:3)

The Word Became a Human Being

1 In the beginning, the Word was 
already there. The Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
with God in the beginning. 3 All things 
were made through him. Nothing that 
has been made was made without him. 
4 Life was in him, and that life was the 
light for all people. 5 The light shines in 
the darkness. But the darkness has not 
overcome the light.

Did You Know?
What does “the 
Word” mean?
1:1 The “Word” is a 
special name for 
Jesus. It means that 
Jesus tells us what God 
is like. The Bible says that 
Jesus has been alive forever. The 
Bible says that Jesus is God.

6 There was a man sent from God. His 
name was John. 7 He came to be a wit­
ness about that light. He was a witness 
so that all people might believe. 8 John 
himself was not the light. He came only 
as a witness to the light.

9 The true light that gives light to 
everyone was coming into the world. 
10 The Word was in the world. And 
the world was made through him. But 
the world did not recognize him. 11 He 
came to what was his own. But his own 
people did not accept him. 12 Some 
people did accept him and did believe 
in his name. He gave them the right 
to become children of God. 13 To be 
a child of God has nothing to do with 
human parents. Children of God are 
not born because of human choice or 
because a husband wants them to be 
born. They are born because of what 
God does.

14 The Word became a human being. 
He made his home with us. We have seen 
his glory. It is the glory of the One and 
Only, who came from the Father. And the 
Word was full of grace and truth.

15 John was a witness about the Word. 
John cried out and said, “This was the 
one I was talking about. I said, ‘He who 

John 1:17

Grace and 
truth come to 
us through 
Jesus Christ.

24 The Pharisees who had been sent 
25 asked him, “If you are not the Mes­
siah, why are you baptizing people? Why 
are you doing that if you aren’t Elijah or 
the Prophet we’ve been expecting?”

26 “I baptize people with water,” 
John replied. “But someone is standing 
among you whom you do not know. 27 He 
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1283 John 1 — 2
They said, “Rabbi, where are you stay­

ing?” Rabbi means Teacher.
39 “Come,” he replied. “You will see.”
So they went and saw where he was 

staying. They spent the rest of the day 
with him. It was about four o’clock in the 
afternoon.

40 Andrew was Simon Peter’s broth­
er. Andrew was one of the two disciples 
who heard what John had said. He had 
also followed Jesus. 41 The first thing 
Andrew did was to find his brother 
Simon. He told him, “We have found the 
Messiah.” Messiah means Christ. 42 And 
he brought Simon to Jesus.

Jesus looked at him and said, “You are 
Simon, son of John. You will be called 
Cephas.” Cephas means Peter, or Rock.

Jesus Chooses Philip and 
Nathanael

43 The next day Jesus decided to leave 
for Galilee. He found Philip and said to 
him, “Follow me.”

44 Philip was from the town of Bethsa­
ida. So were Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip 
found Nathanael and told him, “We have 
found the one whom Moses wrote about 
in the Law. The prophets also wrote 
about him. He is Jesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph.”

46 “Nazareth! Can anything good 
come from there?” Nathanael asked.

“Come and see,” said Philip.
47 Jesus saw Nathanael approaching. 

Here is what Jesus said about him. “He is a 
true Israelite. Nothing about him is false.”

48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael 
asked.

Jesus answered, “I saw you while you 
were still under the fig tree. I saw you 
there before Philip called you.”

49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you 
are the Son of God. You are the king of 
Israel.”

50 Jesus said, “You believe because 
I told you I saw you under the fig tree. 
You will see greater things than that.” 
51 Then he said to the disciples, “What 
I’m about to tell you is true. You will see 
heaven open. You will see the angels of 
God going up and coming down on the 
Son of Man.”

Jesus Changes Water Into Wine

2 On the third day there was a wed­
ding. It took place at Cana in Gali­

is the one who comes after me. I am not 
good enough to untie his sandals.”

28 This all happened at Bethany on the 
other side of the Jordan River. That was 
where John was baptizing.

What John Says About Jesus
29 The next day John saw Jesus com­

ing toward him. John said, “Look! The 
Lamb of God! He takes away the sin of 
the world! 30 This is the one I was talk­
ing about. I said, ‘A man who comes after 
me is more important than I am. That’s 
because he existed before I was born.’ 
31 I did not know him. But God wants to 
make it clear to Israel who this person is. 
That’s the reason I came baptizing with 
water.”

Did You Know?
What does 
“Lamb of God” 
mean?
1:29 In Bible times, 
when a person 
sinned, that person 
took a lamb to the temple 
to be killed as an offering to God. To 
call Jesus the Lamb of God means 
that God gave Jesus to be killed, like 
the lamb, for our sins.

32 Then John told them, “I saw the 
Holy Spirit come down from heaven like 
a dove. The Spirit remained on Jesus. 33 I 
myself did not know him. But the one 
who sent me to baptize with water told 
me, ‘You will see the Spirit come down 
and remain on someone. He is the one 
who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I 
have seen it happen. I am a witness that 
this is God’s Chosen One.”

John’s Disciples Follow Jesus
35 The next day John was there again 

with two of his disciples. 36 He saw Jesus 
walking by. John said, “Look! The Lamb 
of God!”

37 The two disciples heard him say 
this. So they followed Jesus. 38 Then 
Jesus turned around and saw them fol­
lowing. He asked, “What do you want?”
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Jesus Clears Out the Temple 
Courtyard

13 It was almost time for the Jewish 
Passover Feast. So Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courtyard 
he found people selling cattle, sheep 
and doves. Others were sitting at tables 
exchanging money. 15 So Jesus made 
a whip out of ropes. He chased all the 
sheep and cattle from the temple court­
yard. He scattered the coins of the people 
exchanging money. And he turned over 
their tables. 16 He told those who were 
selling doves, “Get these out of here! Stop 
turning my Father’s house into a market!” 
17 His disciples remembered what had 
been written. It says, “My great love for 
your house will destroy me.” (Psalm 69:9)

18 Then the Jewish leaders asked him, 
“What sign can you show us to prove 
your authority to do this?”

19 Jesus answered them, “When you 
destroy this temple, I will raise it up 
again in three days.”

20 They replied, “It has taken 46 years 
to build this temple. Are you going to 
raise it up in three days?” 21 But the tem­
ple Jesus had spoken about was his body. 
22 His disciples later remembered what 
he had said. That was after he had been 
raised from the dead. Then they believed 
the Scripture. They also believed the 
words that Jesus had spoken.

23 Meanwhile, he was in Jerusalem at 
the Passover Feast. Many people saw the 
signs he was doing. And they believed 
in his name. 24 But Jesus did not fully 
trust them. He knew what people are 
like. 25 He didn’t need anyone to tell him 
what people are like. He already knew 
why people do what they do.

lee. Jesus’ mother was there. 2 Jesus and 
his disciples had also been invited to the 
wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, 
Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have 
no more wine.”

4 “Dear woman, why are you telling 
me about this?” Jesus replied. “The time 
for me to show who I really am isn’t here 
yet.”

5 His mother said to the servants, “Do 
what he tells you.”

6 Six stone water jars stood nearby. 
The Jews used water from that kind of 
jar for special washings. They did that to 
make themselves pure and “clean.” Each 
jar could hold 20 to 30 gallons.

7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the 
jars with water.” So they filled them to 
the top.

8 Then he told them, “Now dip some 
out. Take it to the person in charge of the 
dinner.”

They did what he said. 9 The person 
in charge tasted the water that had been 
turned into wine. He didn’t realize where 
it had come from. But the servants who 
had brought the water knew. Then the 
person in charge called the groom to one 
side. 10 He said to him, “Everyone brings 
out the best wine first. They bring out 
the cheaper wine after the guests have 
had too much to drink. But you have 
saved the best until now.”

11 What Jesus did here in Cana in 
Galilee was the first of his signs. Jesus 
showed his glory by doing this sign. And 
his disciples believed in him.

12 After this, Jesus went down to 
Capernaum. His mother and brothers 
and disciples went with him. They all 
stayed there for a few days.

Water Jars
Water was stored in large stone 
jars and was used for washing 
and drinking. Jews at the time 
of Jesus often washed their 
hands before eating. These very 
large jars were the kind that 

Jesus asked to have filled with water before he 
changed that water into wine.
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enly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from 
heaven. He is the Son of Man. 14 Moses 
lifted up the snake in the desert. In the 
same way, the Son of Man must also be 
lifted up. 15 Then everyone who believes 
may have eternal life in him.”

Jesus Teaches Nicodemus

3 There was a Pharisee named Nic­
odemus. He was one of the Jewish 

rulers. 2 He came to Jesus at night and 
said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God. We 
know that God is with you. If he weren’t, 
you couldn’t do the signs you are doing.”

3 Jesus replied, “What I’m about to tell 
you is true. No one can see God’s king­
dom unless they are born again.”

4 “How can someone be born when 
they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “They 
can’t go back inside their mother! They 
can’t be born a second time!”

5 Jesus answered, “What I’m about to 
tell you is true. No one can enter God’s 
kingdom unless they are born with water 
and the Holy Spirit. 6 People give birth 
to people. But the Spirit gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised 
when I say, ‘You must all be born again.’ 
8 The wind blows where it wants to. You 
hear the sound it makes. But you can’t 
tell where it comes from or where it is 
going. It is the same with everyone who 
is born with the Spirit.”

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus 
asked.

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said 
Jesus. “Don’t you understand these 
things? 11 What I’m about to tell you is 
true. We speak about what we know. We 
are witnesses about what we have seen. 
But still you people do not accept what we 
say. 12 I have spoken to you about earthly 
things, and you do not believe. So how 
will you believe if I speak about heav­

John 3:1–16

Born Again
Read John 3:1–16. When you were born, your body began to 

live. When you are born again, your spirit begins to live forever 
with God. Your life in your body will someday end when you die. 
But when you are born again, your spirit will not die. Your spirit 
will live forever with God in heaven.

Memorize John 3:16. How can you be born again? You must 
believe in Jesus as your Savior. Then you are born again and 
have eternal life.

John 3:16

God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and 
only Son. Anyone 
who believes in 
him will not 
die but will 
have eternal 
life.

16 God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son. Anyone who 
believes in him will not die but will have 
eternal life. 17 God did not send his Son 
into the world to judge the world. He 
sent his Son to save the world through 
him. 18 Anyone who believes in him is 
not judged. But anyone who does not 
believe is judged already. They have not 
believed in the name of God’s one and 
only Son. 19 Here is the judgment. Light 
has come into the world, but people loved 
darkness instead of light. They loved 
darkness because what they did was evil. 
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is above everything. The one who is 
from the earth belongs to the earth and 
speaks like someone from the earth. 
The one who comes from heaven is 
above everything. 32 He is a witness to 
what he has seen and heard. But no one 
accepts what he says. 33 Anyone who 
has accepted it has said, ‘Yes. God is 
truthful.’ 34 The one whom God has sent 
speaks God’s words. That’s because 
God gives the Holy Spirit without limit. 
35 The Father loves the Son and has put 
everything into his hands. 36 Anyone 
who believes in the Son has eternal life. 
Anyone who does not believe in the Son 
will not have life. God’s anger remains 
on them.”

Jesus Talks With a Woman From 
Samaria

4 Now Jesus learned that the Phari­
sees had heard about him. They had 

heard that he was gaining and baptizing 
more disciples than John. 2 But in fact 
Jesus was not baptizing. His disciples 
were. 3 So Jesus left Judea and went back 
again to Galilee.

4 Jesus had to go through Samaria. 
5 He came to a town in Samaria called 
Sychar. It was near the piece of land 
Jacob had given his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s 
well was there. Jesus was tired from the 
journey. So he sat down by the well. It 
was about noon.

7 A woman from Samaria came to get 
some water. Jesus said to her, “Will you 
give me a drink?” 8 His disciples had 
gone into the town to buy food.

20 Everyone who does evil deeds hates 
the light. They will not come into the 
light. They are afraid that what they do 
will be seen. 21 But anyone who lives by 
the truth comes into the light. They live 
by the truth with God’s help. They come 
into the light so that it will be easy to see 
their good deeds.

Nicodemus
Nicodemus was a ruler of the Jews. He 
came to Jesus at night. He had 
questions about God. Jesus told him 
about being born again. He told 
Nicodemus about eternal life too.

John the Baptist Is a Witness 
About Jesus

22 After this, Jesus and his disciples 
went out into the countryside of Judea. 
There he spent some time with them. 
And he baptized people there. 23 John 
was also baptizing. He was at Aenon near 
Salim, where there was plenty of water. 
People were coming and being bap­
tized. 24 This was before John was put in 
prison. 25 Some of John’s disciples and a 
certain Jew began to argue. They argued 
about special washings to make people 
“clean.” 26 They came to John and here is 
what they said to him. “Rabbi, that man 
who was with you on the other side of 
the Jordan River is baptizing people. He 
is the one you told us about. Everyone is 
going to him.”

27 John replied, “A person can receive 
only what God gives them from heaven. 
28 You yourselves are witnesses that I 
said, ‘I am not the Messiah. I was sent 
ahead of him.’ 29 The bride belongs to 
the groom. The friend who helps the 
groom waits and listens for him. He is 
full of joy when he hears the groom’s 
voice. That joy is mine, and it is now 
complete. 30 He must become more 
important. I must become less impor­
tant.

31 “The one who comes from above 

The Woman of Samaria
The woman of Samaria was a sinner. 
One day she went to the well to get 
some water. Jesus was there. He asked 
her for a drink. He told her about living 
water. He told her about eternal life too. 
The woman believed in him and told 
many other people about Jesus.
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19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see 

that you are a prophet. 20 Our people 
have always worshiped on this moun­
tain. But you Jews claim that the place 
where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”

21 Jesus said, “Woman, believe me. A 
time is coming when you will not wor­
ship the Father on this mountain or in 
Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship 
what you do not know. We worship what 
we do know. Salvation comes from the 
Jews. 23 But a new time is coming. In 
fact, it is already here. True worshipers 
will worship the Father in the Spirit and 
in truth. They are the kind of worshipers 
the Father is looking for. 24 God is spirit. 
His worshipers must worship him in the 
Spirit and in truth.”

25 The woman said, “I know that Mes­
siah is coming.” Messiah means Christ. 
“When he comes, he will explain every­
thing to us.”

26 Then Jesus said, “The one you’re 
talking about is the one speaking to you. 
I am he.”

The Disciples Join Jesus Again
27 Just then Jesus’ disciples returned. 

They were surprised to find him talking 
with a woman. But no one asked, “What 
do you want from her?” No one asked, 
“Why are you talking with her?”

28 The woman left her water jar and 
went back to the town. She said to the 
people, 29 “Come. See a man who told me 
everything I’ve ever done. Could this be 
the Messiah?” 30 The people came out 

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, 
“You are a Jew. I am a Samaritan woman. 
How can you ask me for a drink?” She 
said this because Jews don’t have any­
thing to do with Samaritans.

10 Jesus answered her, “You do not 
know what God’s gift is. And you do not 
know who is asking you for a drink. If 
you did, you would have asked him. He 
would have given you living water.”

11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you don’t 
have anything to get water with. The 
well is deep. Where can you get this liv­
ing water? 12 Our father Jacob gave us 
the well. He drank from it himself. So 
did his sons and his livestock. Are you 
more important than he is?”

13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who 
drinks this water will be thirsty again. 
14 But anyone who drinks the water I 
give them will never be thirsty. In fact, 
the water I give them will become a 
spring of water in them. It will flow up 
into eternal life.”

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give 
me this water. Then I will never be 
thirsty. And I won’t have to keep coming 
here to get water.”

16 He told her, “Go. Get your husband 
and come back.”

17 “I have no husband,” she replied.
Jesus said to her, “You are right when 

you say you have no husband. 18 The fact 
is, you have had five husbands. And the 
man you live with now is not your hus­
band. What you have just said is very 
true.”

Carrying Water
Getting enough water for 
each day was the job of the 
women in a town. Each day, 
in the morning and in the 
evening, they went to the 
town well, filled their jars and 

then carried the full water jars home on their heads. 
In John 4, the Samaritan woman in the story 
probably went to the well all alone at noon so that 
the other women wouldn’t say mean things to her 
because of the bad things she had done.
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