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are also there.) "The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds
through the entire land of Cush.® ¥The name of the third river is the
Tigris; it runs along the east side of Ashur. And the fourth river is the
Euphrates.

WThe Lorn God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to
work it and take care of it. And the LorDb God commanded the man,
“¥ou are [ree to eat from any tree in the garden; Ybut you must not
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat
from it vou will certainly die”

#The LorD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. [ will
make a helper suitable tor him.”

Bhow the LORD Gad had formed out of the ground all the wild an-
imals and all the birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see
what he would name them; ansd whatever the man called cach living
creature, that was its name. 250 the man gave names to all the live-
stock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals.

But for Adam® no suitable helper was found. 5o the Lorb God
caused the man to fall into a deep sleep: and while he was sleeping,
he took one of the man's ribs* and then closed up the place with flesh.
#Then the Lorp God made a woman from the rib® he had taken out
of the man, and he brought her to the man.

IThe man £aid,

“This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;

she shall be called ‘woman,’
for she was taken out of man.”

WThat is why a man leaves his Lather and mother and i5 united o his
wife, and they become one flesh.
HAdam and his wile were both naked, and they felt no shame,

The Fall
Now the serpent was morne crafty than any of the wild animals the
Lorn God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say,
“You must not eat from any tree in the garden'r”

iThe woman sald 1o the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees
in the garden, "but God did say, “You must not eat fruit from the tree
that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you
will die”

“*You will not certainly die,” the serpent sald to the woman V“For
Gel knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and
wou will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

sWhen the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food
and pleasing to the eve, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she
took some and ate it She also gave same 1o her hisband, whe was
with her, and he ate it. "Then the eyes of bath of them were opened,
and they realized they were naked; 5o they sewed fig leaves together
and made coverings for themselves.

#Then the man and his wile heard the sound of the Lorb God as he
was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the
Logn God among the trees of the garden. ¥But the Lorb God called w
the mam, "Where are you”

“13 Passibly soatheast Mesopotamila  * 20 Or [h roan “20 Or ook part of the
manssdr T2 O part

WHe answered, 1 heard you in the garden, and 1 was afraid because
I'was naked; so | hid.”

TAnd he said, “Who iold you that you were naked? Have you eaten
from the tree that I commanded you not to ¢at from?”

1The man said, *The woman you put here with me — she gave me
some fruit from the tree, and [ ate "

"Then the Lorp God said to the woman, “What is this you have
done?”

The woman sald, “The serpent deceived me, and [ age,”

%50 the Lorp Ged said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,

“Cursed are you above all livestack
and all wild animals!
You will crawl on your belly
and you will eat dust
all the days of your life.
Hand [ will put enmity
berween you and the woman,
and between your offspring? and hers;
hie will crush® your head,
and you will strike his heel.”

To the woman he said,

“1 will make your pains in childbearing very severe;
with painful labor you will give birth o children.
Your desire will be for your husband,
and he will rule over you.™

"To Adam he £aid, “Because vou listened to vour wile and ate fruit
from the tree about which I commanded you, You must not eat
from it

“Cursed is the ground because of you;
through painful toil yvou will eat feod from it
all the days of your life,

1t will produce therns and thistles for you,
and you will eat the plants of the field.
%Ry the sweat of your brow
you will eat your food

until you return to the ground,
since from it you were taken;

for dust you are
and o dust you will return,”

#adam® named his wile Eve,” because she would become the
mather of all the living.

IThe Lorp God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and
clothed them. #And the Lorp God sakd, “The man has now become
like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach
out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live for-
ever” M50 the LorD God banished him from the Garden of Eden o
work the ground frem which he had been taken. *After he drove the
mamn out, he placed on the east side” of the Garden of Eden cherubim
and a Iﬂaming sword [lashing back and forth to guard the way to the
tree of lile.

1 Ofsoed P15 Oestrike C20 OrThemam Y10 Eve probably means fheg,
* 24 O placed [ frong
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in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we
wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this
entire assembly to death.”

“Then the LoRD said to Moses, "1 will rain down bread from heaven
for you. The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that
day. In this way | will test them and see whether they will follow my
instructions. f0n the sixth day they are to prepare what they bring
in, and that is to be twice as much as they gather on the other days.”

#%0 Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you
will know that it was the LORD who brought you out of Egypt, Tand in
the morning vou will see the glory of the LorD, because he has heard
yvour grumbling against him. Whe are we, that you should grumble
against us? tMoses also said, “You will know that it was the LorD when
he gives you meat toeat in the evening and all the bread you want in
the moming, because he has heard your grumbling against him. Who
are we? You are not grumbling against us, but against the Lorp."

“Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire lsraelite community,
“Come before the LORD, for he has heard your grumbling.””

WWhile Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite community, they
looked toward the desert, and there was the glory of the LoRD appear-
ing in the cloud.

The Lok said to Moses, ¥°] have heard the grumbling of the 1s-
raelites, Tell them, "At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morming
you will be filled with bread. Then you will know that [ am the LoRp
your God.'”

That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the mom-
ing there was a layer of dew around the camp. “When the dew was
gone, thin flakes like frost on the ground appeared on the desert floor.
when the Israclites saw it, they said to each other, “What is ie?” For
they did not know what it was.

Moses said to them, "It is the bread the LORD has given you o eat.
1&This is what the LorD has commanded: *Everyone is to gather as
mmuch as they need. Take an omer® for each person you have in your
tent.”

The Israclites did as they were told; some gathered much, some
little. ®And when they measured it by the omer, the one who gathered
rmuch did not have too much, and the one whe gathered little did not
have too little. Everyone had gathered just as much as they needed.

WThen Moses said to them, "No one is to keep any of it until morm-
ing.”

WHowever, some of them paid no attention to Moses; they kept part
of it until morning, but it was full of maggots and began to smell. So
Moses was angry with them.

fEach morning everyone gathered as much as they needed, and
when the sun grew hot, it melted away. #0n the sixth day, they gath-
ered twice a3 much — two omers® for each person— and the leaders
of the community came and reparted this to Moses, PHe said to them,
“This iswhat the LoRb commanded: Tomaorrow is to be a day of sabbath
rest, a holy sabbath to the LorD. 50 bake what you want to bake and boil
what you want to boll. Save whatever is left and keep ituntil morning.”™

8o they saved it until morming, as Moses commanded, and it did
not stink or get maggots in it. #°Eat it weday,” Moses said, “because

“1r That 5, possibly abosit 3 posinds of about 14 kilogiams; akso |n verses 18, 32, 33
and 3 P22 That 15, possibily abowt & pounds or about 2.8 kilograms

today is a sabbath to the LogD. You will not find any of it on the
ground today. #5ix days you are to gather it, but on the seventh day,
the Sabbath, there will not be any.”

HNevertheless, some of the people went out on the seventh day to
gather it, but they found none, #Then the LORD said to Moses, “How
long will you?® refuse to keep my commands and my instructions?
HBear in mind that the LoRD has given you the Sabbath; that is why
on the sixth day he gives you bread for two days. Everyone is to stay
where they are on the seventh day; no ane is o go oul”™ W50 the peo-
ple rested an the seventh day.,

AThe people of Israel called the bread manna.® It was white like
coriander seed and tasted ke walers made with honey, WMoses said,
“This is what the LogDd has commanded: ‘Take an omer of manna and
keep it for the generations to come, 50 they can see the bread 1 gave
you to eat in the wilderness when [ brought you out of Egypt.’”

80 Moses sabd fo Aaron, “Take a far and put an emer of manna in it
Then place it before the LoRD to be kept for the generations to come.”

BA% the Lorp commanded Moses, Aaron put the manna with the
tablets of the covenant law, so that it might be preserved. ¥The Israel-
ites ate manna forty years, until they came to a land that was settled;
they ate manna until they reached the border of Canaan,

WiAn omer is one-tenth of an ephah.)

‘Water From the Rock

'I The whaole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin,
traveling from place to place as the LogDd commanded, They

campeed at Rephicim, but there was no water for the people to drink.

150 they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”

Moses replicd, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the
LonD to the test?”

VBut the people were thirsty lor water there, and they grumbled
against Moses. They said, "Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to
make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?”

“Then Meses cricd out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these
people? They are almost ready to stone me.”

iThe LorD answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take
with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff
with which you struck the Nile, and go. ¢ will stand there before vou
by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it
for the people to drink.” S0 Moses did this in the sight of the elders
of Israel. 'And he called the place Massah® and Meribah? because the
Israelites quarreled and because they tested the Lorp saying “15 the
LoRD among us or not?”

The Amalekites Defeated

The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim.
"Moses said to Joshua, “Choose some of our men and go out to fight
the Amalekites. Tomorrow [ will stand on top of the hill with the staff
of God in my hands™

W50 Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses,
Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill. "As long as Moses held up
his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his

“r& The Hebiew is plural. 11 Mamoan sounds ke the Hebeew lor What
(seeverse15). 7 Mossal means desting. %7 Menlbah means guarrelimg.
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sons and three daughters, “The first daughter he named Jemimah,
the second Keziah and the third Keren-Happuch. "Nowhere in all the
land were there found women as beautiful as Job's daughters, and
their father granted them an inheritance alang with their brothers.

waAler this, Job lived 3 hundred and forty years; he saw his children
and their children to the fourth generation, "And o Job died, an old
mman and full of years.

BOOK I
Psalmis 1- 41

Psalm

VBlessed is the one
wh does ot walk in step with the wicked
or stand in the way that sinners take
or sit in the company of mockers,
thut whose delight is in the law of the Logb,
and who meditates on his law day and night
'That person is like a tree planted by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season
and whaose leaf does not wither —
whatever they do prospers,

Mot so the wicked!
They are like chafl
that the wind blows away.

FTherefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.

#For the Lorp watches over the way of the righieous,
bt the way of the wicked leads to destruction.

Psalm 2

"Why do the nations conspines

and the peoples plot in vain?
IThe kings of the earth rise up

and the rulers band together

against the Lorn and against his anointed, saving
Y Let us break their chains

and throw off their shackles.”

The One enthroned in heaven laughs;
the Lord scoffs at them.
FHe rebukes them in his anger
and territies them in his wrath, saying,
£°] have installed my king
on Zion, my holy mountain.®
T will proclaim the LORD's decree:
He said to me, “You are my son;
today 1 have become your father.
EAsk me,
and 1 will make the nations your inheritance,
the ends of the earth your possession.
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Psalm 20°
For the ditgctor of miusie, A paaliv of David,

I May the LORD answer you when you are in distress;
may the name of the God of Jacob protect you.
May he send you help from the sanctuary
and grant you suppart from Zion.
YMay he remember all your sacrifices
and accept your burnt offerings.*
EMay he give you the desire of your heart
and make all your plans succeed.
FMay we shout for joy over your victory
and lift up our banners in the name of our God.,

May the LORD grant all your requests.

ENow this 1 know:
The LorD gives victory to his anointed
He answers him Irom his heavenly sanctuary
with the victoricus power of his right hand.
TSome trust in chariots and some in horses,
but we trust in the name of the LoRD our God,
FThey are Brought 1o their knees and fall,
but we rise up and stand firm.
¥ Logn, give victory to the king!
Answer us when we call!

Psalm xi¢
For the director of music, A paelin of Dovid,

I'The king rejoices in your strength, LoRD.
How great is his joy in the victories you give!

You have granted him his heart’s desire
and have not withheld the request of his lips.»
Wou came to greet him with rich blessings
and placed a crown of pure gold on his headd
tHe asked vou for life, and you gave it to him—
length of days, for ever and ever.
*Through the victories you gave, his glory is grear;
you have bestowed on him splendor and majesty.
#Surely you have granted him unending blesings
and made him glad with the joy of your presence.
" For the king trusts in the LorD;
through the unfailing love of the Most High
he will not be shaken.

#Your hand will lay hold an all vour enemies;
your right hand will seize your foes.
"When you appear for battle,
v will burn them up a3 in a blazing furnace.
The LorD will swallow them up in his wrath,
and his fire will consume them.
WY¥ou will destroy their descendants from the earth,
their posterity from mankind.

“ Im Hebrew 1ex1s 20089 | nambered 2oz *Lr The Heboew Das Seiad (o wond
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The Father Revealed in the Son

HAL that time Jesus said, "1 praise you, Father, Lord of heaven
and carth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and
learned, and revealed them to little children. #¥es, Father, for this is
what youi werg pleased o do.

Al things have been committed to me by my Father. No one
knows the S5on except the Father, and no one knows the Father except
the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

H'Come to me, all you whao are weary and burdened, and 1will give
you rest. #Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for 1 am gentle
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. ¥WFor my
yoke i easy and my butden is lighe”

Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath

‘I 2 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath.

His disciples were hungry and began 1o pick some heads of grain
and eat them. !When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, “Look!
Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath.”

THe answened, “Haven't you read what David did when he and his
companions were hungry? ‘He entered the house of God, and he and
his companions ate the consecrated bread — which was not lawful for
them to do, but only for the priests, *Or haven't you read in the Law
that the pricsts on Sabbath duty in the iemple desecrate the Sabbath
and yet are innocent? #1 tell you that sumr:ming greater than the tem-
ple is here. "1 you had known what these words mean, I desire mercy,
not sacrifice,'” you would not have condemned the innocent. tFor the
Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”

AGoing on from that plage; he went into their synagogue, ®and a man
with a shriveled hand was there. Looking for a reason to bring charges
against Jesus, they asked him, “Is it lawiul to heal on the Sabbath?*

MHe zaid to them, “1f any of you has a sheep and it falls into a piton
the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and lift it owt? “How much
more valuable is a person than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful to do
geod on the Sabbath.”

WThen he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” So he stretched
it out and it was completely restored, just as sound as the other. ¥But
the Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill Jesus.

God's Chosen Servant

Haware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place. A large crowd fiol-
lowed him, and he healed all whe were ill, ¥He wamed them not (o
tell others about him, YThis was to fulfill what was spoken through
the prophet Isaiah:

WHere is my servant whom 1 have chosen,
the one 1 love, in whoem 1 delight;
1will put my Spirit on him,
and he will preclaim justice to the nations.
% He will mot quarrel or cry out;
no one will hear his voice in the streets.
12 A bruised reed he will net break,
and a smaoldering wick he will not snuff out,
il he has brought justice through to victory,
2 In his name the nations will put their hope.”®

o Hoseadot  “3r Esalahgan-g

Jesus and Beelzebul

¥Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind
and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see.
BAll the people were astonished and said, “Could this be the Son of
David:"

MBut when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “Itis only by Beelze-
bul, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons.”

Hlesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom
divided against itselt will be ruined, and every city or howsehold di-
vided against itself will not stand. *#If Satan drives out 5atan, he is
divided against himsell, How then can his kingdom stand? 7 And i 1
drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your people drive them
out? So then, they will be your judges. 28But if it is by the Spicit of
God that | drive out demons, then the kingdom of God has come
upon you.

H=0r again, how can anyone enter a strong man's house and carry
off his possessions unless he fiest ties up the strong man? Then he can
plunder his house,

W Whoever is not with me i against me, and whoever does not
gather with me scatters. "And so 1 tell you, every kind of sin and slan-
der can be forgiven, but blasphemy against the 5pirit will not be for-
given. “Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be
forgiven, bul anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be
forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.

W¥Make a e good and its truit will be good, or make a tree bad ant
its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit. *You brood of
vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For the motuth
speaks what the heart is full of. YA good man brings good things out
of the good stored up in him, and an evil man brings evil things out
of the evil stored up in him. ¥But [ tell vou that everyone will have to
give account on the day of judgment for every empty word they have
spoken. ¥For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words
you will be condemned.”

The Sign of Jonah

¥Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him,
“Teacher, we want to sée a sign trom you,”

¥He answered, “Awicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign!
But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah, “For
as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish,
30 the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of
the earth. 4'The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with
this genesation and condemn it for they repented at the preaching of
Jonah, and now something greater than fonah is here, “The Queen of
the South will rise at the judgment with this generation and condemn
it: for she came from the ends of the earth to listen 1o Solomon’s wis-
dom, and now semething greater than Solomon is here.

“4*When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through
arid places seeking rest and does not find it “Then it says, "1 will re-
turn to the house I left When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied,
swept clean and put in order. “Then it goes and takes with it seven
other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there.
And the final condition of that person is worse than the lirst. That is
how it will be with this wicked generation”
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