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INTRODUCTION

From time to time, most people wonder about the decper questions of life:
Why am [ here? What is life all about 2 Genesis takes you back to the beginning
of time to find the answers. It tells about many beginnings: the firse plants and
animals, the first man and woman, the first sin, the fist news of God's salva-
tion. It also shows God's f]:‘alings. with Moah, Abraham and ochers, demonstrac-
ing Giod’s desire to restore the rc[a.tiuni]iip with his pfcuplc that was broken b}'
Adam and Eve’s sin.

Maoses probably wrote this beok around 1440 BC, Bur since he was not an
c}'::wil:n-:ss o the earliest evenes, he relied on revelation from God and, Pcrhap:.
earlier oral or written records.

From the time of the creation (2 dare thar can only be speculared) to the time
when the Hebrews arrived in Egype and grew into a nation (aboue 1800 BC).

T show thae when Ged made the erearion, it was good. Bur Genesis goes on to
say that when sin entered the world, it cormupred the creation. The story tells
the beginning of God's plan for salvation. Genesis provides the framework on
which the rest of the Bible builds.

Since this book announces tha all peaples an earely will be fewsed through Abra.
ham (12:3), it seems fair to conclude chat all peaple can benefic from che ac-
count of this patriarch and his descendants,

Marice the focus Genesis places on the relationship berween God and human-
ity — a relationship that was broken in the ganden and restored through sacri-
feces and Pcn;nn:tl epcounters with God, Th mugh the stories of b istory, Genesis
illuserates eveles of sin and repentance.

CREATION, FALL
THE FLOOD

THE TOWER OF BAREL

ABRAHAM'S LIFE (€. 2186-1991 BC] ———  e—
ISAAC'S LIFE [C. 2066-1886 BC)
JACORS LIFE (C. 2006~ 1859 BC)
JOSEPH'S LIFE [C, 1915-1803 BS)

BOOK OF GENESIS WRITTEN (€. 14456-1404 BC) —




WHY DID GOD'S SPIRIT HOVER OVER
THE WATERS OF THE EARTHT [1:2)

To preserve what had been created up to this
pobnt and to prepane It for the further activ-
Ity of God., This verse acknowledges the Haly
Spirit’s role in the creation process.

WHY MEASURE A DAY FROM
EVENING TO MORMNINGT
[1:5.8,13,.19.23.37)

In the creation process, God inserted daylight
Into what previously had been only darkness,
Evendng wis the first trarition firem one day
1o ansther. Bodause of this, th Hebnbw' cabin-
dar corslders suntet the beginning of a day,

HOW COULD GOD CREATE THE EARTH
AND WATERS FROM NOTHING?
[Va=-10)

The point here |3 that God created every-
thing that exists. Many beliove God created
o nitsilo [out of nothing). In that cate, Ehe
water-and-ground lormation In verses =10
represents ariginal farmathan. Bt we need 1o
remembeey Ehat the Bible doein't explain bow
God ereated everything: it B more concemed
with helping us understand that Ae did the
«
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The Beginning
In the beginning God created the heavens and the
carth. {Now the earth was formless and empty, dark
ness was over the surlace of the deep, and the Spiritol
God was hovering over the waters.

YAnd God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.
SGod saw that the light was good, and he separated the
light from the darkmess. ¥God called the light “day,”
and the darkness he called "night.” And there was eve-
ning. and there was morning — the first day,

&And God sald, "Let there be a vault between the waters
1o separate water from water.” 50 God made the vault
and separated the water under the vault from the wa-
ter above it. And it was so. #God called the vault "sky.”
And there was evening, and there was morning — the
second day.

%And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered
1o one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so.
®God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered
waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good.

"WThen God sald, “Let the land produce vegetation:
secd-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear
fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.”
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And it was so. ¥The land preduced vegetation: plants
bearing seed according to their Kinds and trees bear-
ing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And
God saw that it was good. WAnd there was evening, and
there was morning — the third day.

Wand God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the
sky to separate the day from the night, and let them
serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and
years, *and let them be lights in the vauli of the sky
to give light on the earth.” And it was so0. ¥God made
two great lights — the greater light 1o govern the day
and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made
the stars, "God set them in the vault of the sky to give
light on the earth, %o govern the day and the night,
and o separate light from darkness. And God saw that
it was good. "And there was evening, and there was
morning — the fourth day,

#And God said, "Let the water teem with living creatures,
and let birds fly above the earth across the vault of
the sky.” 250 God created the great creatures of the
=3 and every living thing with which the water teems
and that moves about in it, according to thekr kinds,
and every winged bird according to its kind. And God
saw that it was good. God blessed them and said, “Be
fruitful and increase in number and il the water in
the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” "And
there was evening, and there was moming — the fifth
day.

% and God said, “Let the land produce living creatures ac-
cording to their kinds: the livestock, the creatiires that
move along the ground, and the wild animals, each
according to its kind.” And it was so. ¥God made the
wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock ac-
cording to their kinds, and all the creatures that move
along the ground according to their kinds. And God
saw that it was good.

WThen God said, “Let us make manking in our im-
age, inour likeness, o that they may rule over the fish
in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock
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HOW COULD THERE HAVE BEEN LIGHT
BEFORE GOD CREATED THE SUN AND
THE MOOHT [1:14-14)

Sorme sy that the carlier Fgit created by God
(% 7) was from some sowice other than the
sum, perhaps ifdescence from God himsell,
Orthers 52y thal the phease the heavens and
e garth [ 1) means the enivere — all the
Beavenly bodies incleding sun, moon and
stars. According o this view, God created
ke sources of Bght (v, 1) but did mol reveal
thems until Later [ 3) — pevhaps by remaving
some soid of dloisd of darknesd [ 2. Finally,
Be beought the proceis to completion and
established the ibythm and crder of the solar
syslem (i ), assigning the sun and moon
thelr place and purpode — thus giving us
days, nights and seasons.

DID GOD CREATE DINOSAURS AT THES
TIMET [1:24=31)

1 I plaasible that God could have made them
on the fifth of dixth day. The Bible doein't
specifically menthon dinosaars, though it
ey refer b theen uting berens siach as men-
ster (P3 7403), dregon (Rev 1273) or Behemath
[Jod 4o:a5- 35

WHY DID GOD SAY, LET US [PLURAL)
mﬂg MANKIND IN OUR

Often kings referred fo themsehes in this
wia, The Hebrew ward for God (Elahim) is
plusal, pevhaps indicating that God wat tak-
ing coansel with himaell, Some think this
describes God speaking 1o hls heawenly court
of angeds. But this may abso hint at the mys-
Lery of the Tilaity — in the usity of God thene
Is plarality.

> e =

Regordloss of whather the “doys” of crection wero figurative or [Boral 24 -hour periads, this potsage is o fruthfl
dascription of what lock ploce. It indicates. that there iz intelligence, mesning ond purpose bohind ofl existence. In
other words, the word of God dinecled the mathod of creation o1 well o3 the source of creation (P 33:4,7; Heb 11:3)
Yot human beings heve boen given the privilege of exploring, through scientific mveatigation, hew God may heave

engineored theso everds and how kong he lock 1o do 0.
Many undersdand the six days of creafion m ropresenting
2d-hour dery, woan't erocted wntil the feueth day. And the word

periods of ime because the sun, which marks o
is viod in chopbers 1 =2 in throe disine woys

1) as uppr\dahﬂulr{‘:? brsurs ufduy{rdﬁf [Ga 1:50: [2) o 24 haurs {1 .14Fund!3:l munp-nr;u-d'nl:ﬁme- im‘:h'in-g. ol

the very minimum,

whale creative odivity from diy one lo day seven [soa 24, where the word that is fransloled

whan is the same word the! i elurwhers nonsdoled dayl. The fight (1:3) could ol have coma from the earth’s son if
the 1un was el erocted il the fourth day. The Light could have come from octher sources thal God peovided in the
umiver e mw to tha cregtion of the wn. We con only speculote obout what the atmespheric condifions might hove

boen ab that Bime




INTRODUCTION

To explore the mos difficult questions of life — questions most people ask ar
some time or another: Why is there evil in the world! Why do pain, suffering
and heamache exist? Wlwdu.uh-r tighreous saffer? How can the just naruge of
an almighey God be defended in the face of evil, especially human suffering —
and even more particulardy, the mfﬁ':mguﬁ.l'pu innoscent? If}'o'u v pureled over
such quéstions — or perhaps been disappointed by simplistic answen —you'll
appreciate the honest way the book of Job looks ar Gods mysterious ways,

WHY READ THES BOOKT

Probably an unknown Drsclite, though no one knows for sure. Scholars have
speculated sbout many passihle authors: Job (chough he was not an bradite),
Elihu, Moses, Solomon, Isaiah, Heeckiah or Baruch (the pmplm Jeremiah's
Friend).

WHO WROTE THIS BOOKT

The cultueal and historial serings seem to reflecy the times of Genesis 12 - 50,
the second millennium BC. Some think the story of Job was passed down orally
from generation 1o generstion and only lxter pat into writing.

WHIR WAS IT WRITTINT

Tor adidress the question of suffering, The writer tells Job's story in a way that
allows readers to idrr:l'tF:r with hin 1puiri!|.u| and p!ﬁ[mnphic.l] 1.I!russin Likea
counsclor v those who safier, the writer of Job vividly illusreaces the insdequacy
of husman logic v explain the reality and nature of evil in the wordd.

WHY WAS IT WRITTENT

Consider carefully the various voices found chroughour the ook, Job's friends,
for example, make profound stasements — but they also make some classic or-
poes i jusdgaent. Alio watch foi the wide range -urﬁu'rary tochn iaiun sed in
this book: dialogue, poetry, proverbs, raddles, laments, curses and word pic-
tures. Soeme parts read like court proceedings, as if Job were on trial. As you read
keep in mind the contextof the book asa whobe. The vodee of the narraror {cha.
1 =2 42} allowws ws 1o know thimgs that Job and his fricods did noe.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR
i OB

CREATION, FALL, MOOD
ARRAHAM'S LEFE (€. 2188~ 1991 BC)
HAAC'S LIPE (€. J044- 1884 BL)
AACOR"S UL (S 2006~ 1857 BL)
SOSEPH'S LIFE (€. 1915- 1805 BS)
HISTORICAL SETTING OF JOB [£. 1900- 1700 BI)
MOSLE" LINE (€. 1526= 1804 BC)
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Prologue

In the land of Uz there lived a man whese name was Job.,

This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and
shunned evil. *He had seven sons and three daughters, *fand
he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels,
fiwe hundred yoke of oxen and live hundred donkeys, and
had a large number of servants, He was the greatest man
among all the people of the East.

4His sons used to hold feasts in their homes on their
birtheays, and they would invite their three sisters o eat
and drink with them. *When a period of feasting had run
its course, Job would make arrangements for them to be
purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt
olfering for each of them, thinking. “Perhaps my children
have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” This was Job's
regular custom.

#0ne day the angels® came to present themselves before
the LorD, and Satan® also came with them. fThe LoRD said
to Satan, *Where have you come from?

Satan answered the LorD, “From reaming throughout
the earth, going back and forth on it”

Then the LorD said 1o Satan, “Have you considered my
servant Job? There is no one onearth like him; he is blame-
less and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.”

¥*Does Job fear God for nothing?™ Satan replied, W*Have
you not put a hedge around him and his household and
everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands,
50 that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land.
Rt now stretch owt your hand and strike everything he
has, and he will surely curse you to your face”

UThe LokD said 1o Satan, “Very well, then, everything he
has is in your power, but on the man himsell do not lay a
finger”

Then Satan went out from the presence of the LoRb.

10me day when Job's sons and daughters were leasting
and deinking wine at the oldest brother's hotise, % mesien-
ger came 1o Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the
donkeys were grazing nearby, ®and the Sabeans attacked
and made off with them. They put the servants to the
sward, and [ am the only one who has escaped to tell you!™

wwhile he was still speaking, another messenger came
and said, “The fire of God fell from the heavens and burned
up the sheep and the servants, and | am the only one who
has escaped to well you!™

¥While he was still speaking, another messenger came
and said, “The Chaldeans formed three raiding parties and
swepl down on your camels and made off with them. They
put the servants to the sword, and [ am the only one who
has escaped to tell you!™

Wwhile he was still speaking, yet another messenger
came and said, “Your sons and daughters were feasting and
drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, *when sud-
denly 2 mighty wind swept in from the degert and struck
the four corners of the house, It collapsed on them and they
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WHERE WAS THE LAND OF LIZT (1:1)
A region eatl of Canaan, probably the Lind
east and south of the Dead Sea — some of
watbc P was eveniually called Edom,

LOCATION OF UZ [1:1)

WHAT WAS THE EAST? [1:3)

The East refers 1o the region east of Canaan,
often called the Near Exst. This anea includes
the modern-day counlries of Josdan, Saudi
Arabla, Syiia, lrag and bran,

CAN WE REPENT FOR SOMEIONE ELSET
{1:5)

Mo. In the ancient thmes af the patriaschs,
(the setting of the book of Job), the father
acted a3 priest for his family. Here Job served
a4 a priest by offering weorifioes on behall of
Hsts children.

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT
HEAVINLY COUMCILEY [1:8)

Mot muach, there are otlber exbm-
ples In the Bible (e.g., 10 2205 Ps 84925 Jer

to descrite spititasl realities in terms hat
Burnans can urderitand: God ks King and 2l
spiritual beings anwwer to him. See Why did
Satan minghe with God's angels? (1:1: p. T34).

WHY DID GO0 DRAW SATAN'S
ATTENTION TO JOBT (1:8)

Thee text doses not neveal why, bat it 14 chear
that God held up Job a3 an example of &
Blamsdess servant,

WAS GOD GIVING SATAN
PERMISSION TO HURT JORT (1:13}
Mot Job's physkcal body but arything Jobhad.
God allowed 5atan 1o destroy Job's wealth,
family and hecalth. But God set limils on what
Satam could destroy, thui dermonitrating his
control. It [4n't until 24 =& that
Ged allewed Satan 1o hurt Job himaelf (but
ﬁmmemmwunMs
WHY WOULD GOD DO THIST (1:12)
Perhaps God was giving Job a grealer oppor-
funizy to Bonor hirn with his alleglance. If 5o,

of Ged's senvant was also 2 greater
wpm{mmhmhhhmm




WHAT DHD ISRAELITE SOCIETY DO

FOR THE FATHERLESS AND THE
OPPRESSEDT (10:18)

God has stways commanded his prople 1o
care for the poor, the orphaned and the op-
prisied. The Measelites were 1o reflect God's
cwn deep condern for the marginalized of
sochety (00157 = PY 13 Weir) Bul the k-
raclites did not always Bee up to God's com-
mands. The prophets of lrael freq
calied the peophe bo Eask Bor negbecting
chear commandds ¥boul caring for the under-
privileged (Am 51 =12),

WHO ADVISED DAVID TO FLEET (11:1)
W don Tt keow who gave this advice 1o David
of why It was gheen. There were times David
did fiee e a bied — from Saul (152 11:30) and
Laer froem bis own son Absalom (252 1534). In
Rkt cate, however, it seems David was refect-
Img advice 1o fhee bocause ho was determined
1o lruist In God ro matier hovw risky his adwis-
ers thought things wene.

WHAT FOUMDATIONS WERE BEING
DESTROYED? {171:3)

The mosal foundations of & sociely based on
mmmmuummm-iw-
lizsm amd the Wﬂs&n Ehe
wiked threatened these fosndations. This
porweriul increase of evil made the rightecus
fear that they could no lenger couant on a sodl-
ety in which good triumphed over evil,

HOW CAN A GOD OF LOVE HATE THE
WICKED® [11:5)

Siew the anticle [ the God of keve olfo o God of
atef (5:5; p. 18T}

WHAT DOES FIERY COALS AND
BURNING SULFUR REFER TOT (11:4)
This could refer to (i) God™s destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah (Ge Wi2d), (1) God's
coming judgment on the whobe world (hee
a simdlar reference Lo suliur in Rev
14510} or (3) 2 desert warst night-
mare of punithment.

WHY WERE THERE NO FAITHFUL

PEOPLE LEFTT (12:1)

Thiere were st Taighiu people, but Dovid was
mm nulladmt :mw:

lhmwummkﬂhmw:lﬂmm

would stand with him.

FSALM 10013

WWwhy does the wicked man revile God?
Why does he £ay to himself,
“He won't call me 10 account™
W But you, God, see the trouble of the afflicred;
you consider their grief and take it in hand.
The victims commit themselves to you;
you are the helper of the fatherless,
% Break the anm of the wicked man;
call the evildoer to account for his wickedness
that would not otherwise be found out.

6 The LorD is King for ever and ever;

the nations will perish from his land.
¥ ¥ou, LokD, hear the desire of the afflicted;

you encourage therm, and you listen o their cry,
¥ defending the latherless and the oppressed,

$0 that mere earthly mortals

will never again sirike terror.

Psalmn
For the director of music. Of Bavid.

'In the LORD I take refuge.
How then can you say 10 me:
“Flee like a bird to your mountain
TFor look, the wicked bend their bows;
they set their arrows against the strings
tor shoot from the shadows
at the upright in heart.
"Whien the foundations are being destroved,
what can the righteous do?™

LThe LokD i3 in his holy temple;

the LogD is on his heavenly throne,
He observes everyone on earth;

his eyes examine them.

¥The LorD examines the righteous,
but the wicked, those who love vielence,
he hates with a passion.

“0n the wicked he will rain
fiery coals and burning sulfur;
a scorching wind will be their lot.

“For the Loro is righteous,
he loves justice;
the upright will see his face.

Psalm 128

For the director of music. According to
shenslnith.* A psalm of David,

"Help, Logp, for no one is faithiul anymore;

those who are loyal have vanished from the human

race,

Everyone lics to their neighbor;

they Mlatter with their lips

but harbor deception in their hearts,

# b Hiebeesw DEXtE NREE B pumbered an P T Probably 3 masil wm

PSALM 140

*May the Lorp silence all flattering lips
and every boastful tongue —
those who say,
“By our tongues we will prevail;
our own lips will defend us —who is lord over us?®

¥“Because the poor are plundercd and the needy groan,
I will now arise,” says the LORD,
“I'will protect them from these whoe malign them.”
SAnd the words of the Losp are flawless,
like silver purified in a crucible,
like gold® refined seven times.

TYou, Loxp, will keep the needy <afe

and will protect us forever from the wicked,
Ewhao [reely strut about

when what is vile is honored by the human race.

Psalm 13*
For the director of music. A psalm of David,

THow long, Lorp? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your lace from me?

* How long must [ wrestle with my thoughts
and day after day have sorrow in my heart?
How long will my ¢nemy trinmph over me?

VLook on me and answer, LORD my God.
Give light to my eyes, or [ will sleep in death,
sand my enemy will say, “T have overcome him,”
and my loes will rejoice when 1 {all.
#But 1 trust in your unfailing love;
my heart rejoices in your salvation.
&1 will sing the Lorp's praise,
for ve has been good 1o me.

Psalm 14
For the director of music, OF David,

1The foal® 2ays in his heart,

“There is no God.™
=& Probhable reading ol the original Hebsew lext; Masstetd Text darth
* in Miebrew texis ied ks rambered s8¢ 1 Thie Heboew wopds renahened

o bn PRl ms demode one Wi b morally Seficient

il i v L) B » Lle *lu

DIDM'T THEY HAVE A RIGHT TO
FREEDOM OF SPEECH? (12:2-4)

Yes, buk thelr speech revealed the proud at-
nitudies that motivated them. By

wanted. Thelr boose Bps revealed thedr nebel-
liestid biarts.

m'“fﬁ MALIGHING WHOMT

The rheh and ool wire verbally stacking
the oppreited and weak, Perihapd they wanl-
ed bo [ostify their ewm Lack of compussion and
Hatlure 1o help the pocr. it may have been that
they unlairly blamed the poor for thelr own
problems, sccuting themn of Liziness.

WWHAT VILE THIMNGS WIRE PEOPLE
HOMORINGT (12:8)

The wealthy were apparently arroganity
parading their riches around while nbglect-
Ing the poot, God was displeased with their
pompous self-centeredness and desire to use
hisir wealth 10 court peophe’s favor.

DOES GOD HAVE A PHYSICAL BODYT

[13:1)

Bio When Darvid winote of God biding his foce,

B wat writing figuratively to describe his
of abandanment by God. Biblical pa-

spiritmad charscteristics by to God's
Bands, B, cyes and ears (312X TEEL
HOW CAN SOMEONE WHO

TRUSTS GOD MAVE SUCH NEGATIVE
THOUGHTS? (13:1=2)
When tragedy striles, emotiens sith as
. fear and pale ofen consame us. Da-
wid reminds us that since God promibses 1o
resolve difficult matters with his gracious
Jastice, we Bawe a right to call on himi 1o act.
Paintul times should lead ws 1o, nol away
from, prayes, even i our words sound harsh
and angry.
WHAT KIND OF LIGHT WAS DAVID
ASKING FORT (13:3)
Light Is associated with life; darkness, with
death. David was perhaps asking for restora-
tiesn o 3 terious Bnetd. He may also have
mmmwm-mmwm

15 EVERY ATHEIST A FOOLT (14:1)

Sch a person i feolish in terms of what God
has revealed conceming our eternal desting.
Wi have no hope I we assume there b no

Within fove verses Deavid meved from spiritesl dospair to hape; frem gui-wrenching, internal wreating to complete

truat; from doep sorrce fo rejoicing.

caused thewe dromalic cha
Onee sxplonation may be St Davad's prolms are timply snopihols of

it felings. As he grodually warked threugh

T, his conhdence in God reburmod But the :hungm miTy have accurred mare :]vawl}-ﬂ'bm it Cppeans hummnd'lng

the compressed account in those few verses.

Ancther explonation may ba hot Dovid knew how to sxpress fedings ond foith simulfaneously. Perhaps David
reveabid his emalions en one level bul sxpressed his coro bolieh on ancsher hevel.
David's mood changes reflect the fealings of noemal pecplo srupghing with their faith. Perhops that's why so many

pocple con identify with Psalma




