*In the beginning God"
(1:1).

very story has a baginning, a genesis. The beginning

of God's story of his interactions with humanity is found
in the very first words of the Bible. In the beginning God
craated. From the start God was present. He was at work.

However, in the freshness of a new world whers the first
man and woman walked and talked with God, sin slithered
in, marming creation forever. But the God who hung avary
star in place and laid every grain of sand upon the shore
had, from the baginning, a plan. The whole of Scriptura,
and indeed the whole of histary, is unveiled within the
soods of Ganesis. It will be many years before we sea the
fruit of those seeds, but thay are not years of dormancy.
Throughout the world and within individual lives, God is
actively working to redeam his creation. In Geonesis we see
hirn formn covenants, bastow blessings, test faithfulness and
twrn evil intentions into a greater good —all for the purpose
of one day redesming the people he created in his image.
Its & work that will continue until the end of time, but the
baginnings for all of it are found in Genesis.

The Beginning

1

In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. 2Now the
earth was formless and empty, dark-
ness was over the surface of the deep,
and the Spirit of God was hovering
over the waters.

1And God said, “Let there be light” and

there was light. 4God saw that the
light was good, and he separated the
Hght from the darkness. 5God called
the light “day,” and the darkness he
called “night.” And there was eve-
ning, and there was moming —the
first day.

S And God said, “Let there be a vault be-

tween the waters to separate water
from water.” 750 God made the vault
and separated the water under the
vault from the water above it. And
it was so. 8God called the vault “sky”
And there was evening, and there was
mormning —the second day.

#And God sald, “Let the water under the

sky be gathered to one place, and let
dry ground appear.” And {t was so,
WGod called the dry ground “land,”
and the gathered waters he called
“seas.” And God saw that 1t was good.

WThen God sald, “Let the land pro-
duce vegetation: seed-bearing plants
and trees on the land that bear frult
with seed in It, according to thedir var-
fous kinds.” And It was so. UThe land
produced vegetation: plants bearing
seed according to their kinds and
trees bearing frult with seed in it ac-
cording to thelr kinds And God saw
that it was good. YAnd there was eve-
ning, and there was morning —the
third day.

W And God sald, “Let there be lights in the

vault of the sky to separate the day
from the night, and let them serve as
slgns 10 mark sacred times, and days
and years, Yand let them be lights In
the vault of the sky to give light on
the earth.” And it was so. ¥God made
two great Hghts —the greater light to
govern the day and the lesser lght to

govern the night. He also made the
stars. "God set them In the vault of
the sky to give Hght on the earth, 1o
govern the day and the night, and to
separate light from darkness. And
God saw that It was good. W And there
was evening, and there was morn-
Ing — the fourth day.

wAnd God sald, “Let the water teem with

living creatures, and let birds fly
above the earth across the vault of
the sky.” 350 God created the great
creatures of the sea and every living
thing with which the water teems and
that moves about in it, according to
thelr kinds, and every winged bird ac-
cording to fts kind. And God saw that
It was good. 11God blessed them and
sald, “Be frultul and increase In num-
ber and fill the water In the seas, and
let the birds Increase on the earth.”
DAnd there was evening, and there
was morning —the fifth day.

#And God sald, “Let the land produce liv-

Img creatures according to their kinds
the livestock, the creatures that move
along the ground, and the wild an-
imals, each according to Its kind.”
And it was so. #God made the wild
animals according to their kinds, the
livestock according to their kinds, and
all the creatures that move along the
ground according to thelr kinds. And
God saw that It was good.

¥#Then God sald, “Let us make
mankind in our image, In our like-
ness, 50 that they may rule over the
fish In the sea and the birds in the sky,
over the livestock and all the wild an-
Imals? and over all the creatunes that
move along the ground.”

1150 God created mankind in his own

Image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

#God blessed them and sald to
them, “Be frultful and Increase (n

426 Probable reading of the original Hebeew text
{se¢ Syrlie); Musoretic Text the sarth
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number; fill the earth and subdue it.
Rule over the fish in the sea and the
birds in the sky and over every living
creature that moves on the ground.”

¥Then God sald, =1 ghve you ev-
ery seed-bearing plant on the face of
the whole carth and every tree that
has frult with seed [n [t. They will be
yours for food. ¥And to all the beasts
of the earth and all the birds in the
sky and all the creatures that move
along the ground — everything that
has the breath of life In it—1 give
every green plant for food.” And it
WS S0,

NGod saw all that he had made, and
It was very good. And there was eve-
ning, and there was morming — the
shxth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth
were completed in all thelr vast array.

iBy the seventh day God had finished
the work he had been doing; so on
the seventh day he rested from all his
work. "Then God blessed the seventh
day and made It holy, because on it
he rested from all the work of creat-
Ing that he had done.

Adam and Eve

4This is the account of the heavens and
the earth when they were created, when
the LORD God made the earth and the
heavens.

$Now no shrub had yet appeared on the
earth® and no plant had vet sprung up,
for the LORD God had not sent rain on the
earth and there was no one to work the
ground, §but streams® came up from the
earth and watered the whole surface of
the ground. "Then the LoD God formed
a man® from the dust of the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,
and the man became a Hving being.

#Now the LORD God had planted a gar-
den in the east, in Eden; and there he put
the man he had formed. *The LORD God
made all kinds of trees grow out of the
grouind — trees that were pleasing to the
eye and good for foed. In the middle of the
garden were the tree of life and the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil.

04 river watering the garden flowed
trom Eden; from there it was separated
into four headwaters. "The name of the
first is the Pishon; it winds through the
entire land of Havilah, where there Is gold.

1{The gold of that land is good; aromat-
ic resin? and onyx are also there.) "The
name of the second river Is the Glhon; it
winds through the entire land of Cush.®
WThe name of the third dver is the Tigris; it
runs along the east side of Ashur. And the
fourth river Is the Euphrates.

BThe LORD God took the man and put
him In the Garden of Eden to work it and
take care of it. WAnd the LORD God com-
manded the man, “You are free to eat from
any tree in the garden; bt you must not
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, for when you eat from it you will
certainly die”

#The LORD God sald, “It is not good for
the man to be alone. [ will make a helper
suitable for him.”

BNow the LORD God had formed out of
the ground all the wild animals and all the
birds in the sky. He brought them to the
man to see what he would name them; and
whatever the man called each living crea-
ture, that was Its name, 2950 the man gave
names to all the livestock, the birds In the
sky and all the wild animals.

But for Adam' no sultable helper was
found. 350 the LORD God caused the man
to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was
sleeping, he took one of the man's ribsd
and then closed up the place with flesh.
UThen the LORD God made a woman from
the rib® he had taken out of the man, and
he brought her to the man.

#The man sald,

“This is now bone of mybones
and flesh of my flesh;

she shall be called “woman,”
for she was taken out of man.”

That is why a man leaves his father and
mother and is united to his wife, and they
become one flesh.

BAdam and his wife were both naked,
and they felt no shame.

The Fall

Now the serpent was more crafty than
any of the wild animals the LORD God
had made, He sald to the woman, "Did God
really say, “You must not eat from any ree

in the garden?”

25 Orlond; also nverse & ®& Ormist

T The Hebrew for man jodam) sounds ke and
may bt related w0 the Hebrew for ground
jadamah); |t Is also the name Adam (see verse 20).
12 Orgood; prers  *I} Possibly southeast
Masopotamia 20 Quthemas 921 Or took
part of the man’s side  ®22 Or part

iThe woman said to the serpent, “We
may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,
JIput God did say, “You must not eat fruit
from the tree that Is in the middle of the
garden, and you must not touch t, or you
will die.™

*You will not certainly die,” the ser-
pent sald to the woman. *“For God knows
that when you eat from It your eyes will be
opened, and youwill be like God, knowing
good and evil.”

SWhen the woman saw that the fruit of
the tree was good for food and pleasing
to the eve, and also desirable for galning
wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also
gave some to her husband, who was with
her, and he ate it. "Then the eyes of both of
them were opened, and they realized they
were naked; so they sewed flg leaves to-
gether and made coverings for themselves.

IThen the man and his wife heard the
sound of the LORD God as he was walking
in the garden In the cool of the day, and
they hid from the LORD God among the
trees of the garden. YBut the LORD God
called to the man, “Where are you?”

18He answered, “1 heard you In the gar-
den, and I was afraid because [ was naked;
£0 [ hid.”

Nand he saild, “Who told you that you
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree
that I commanded you not to eat from?™

2The man sald, “The woman you put
here with me— she gave me some fruit
from the tree, and I ate it.”

¥Then the LORD God sald to the woman,
“What Is this you have done?”

The woman sald, “The serpent decelved
me, and I ate.”

W50 the LORD God sald to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,

“Cursed are you above all lvestock
and all wild animals!

Youwill crawl on your belly
and youwlill eat dust
all the days of your life.

5 And [will put enmity
between you and the woman,
and between your offspring® and
hers:

he will crush® your head,

and you will strike his heel.”

16To the woman he sald,
"1 will make your pains In childbearing
VETY SEVere;

with painful labor you will give birth
to children
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Your desire will be for your husband,
and he will Fule over youw®

TTo Adam he sald, “Because you listened
to your wite and ate fruit from the tree
about which [ commanded you, “You must
not eat from It

‘Cumdhthtgrnundhtwma!

thmu:h painful toll you will eat
food from it
all the days of your life.
121t will produce d:u:ﬂu and thistles for

you,
and you will eat the plants of the
fleld.
2By the sweat of your brow
you will eat your food
untll you return to the ground,
since from it you were taken;
for dust you are
and to dust you will return.”

WAdam® named his wife Eve,” because
she would become the mother of all the
living.

AThe LORD God made garments of skin
for Adam and his wife and clothed them.
Zand the LORD God sald, “The man has
now become like one of us, knowing good
and evil. He must not be allowed to reach
out his hand and take also from the tree
of life and eat, and live forever.” 350 the
LoRD God banished him from the Garden
of Eden to work the grouind from which he
had been taken. #4After he drove the man
out, he placed on the east side® of the Gar-
den of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword

back and forth to guard the wayto
the tree of life.

Caln and Abel

Adam*® made love to his wife Eve, and

she became pregnant and gave birth to
Cainf She said, “With the help of the LORD
1 have brought forth? a man.” ZLater she
gave birth to his brother Abel.

How Abel kept flocks, and Caln worked
the soll ?In the course of time Caln brought
some of the frults of the soll as an offer-
Ing to the LORD. ‘And Abel also brought
an offerlng — fat portions from some of
the firstborn of his flock. The LORD lovked
with favor on Abel and hiz offerlng, *but on
Cain and his offering he did not look with

5 Orseed Y15 Orstrike  ©X0) OrThe man
20 Eve probably means fving.  *24 O ploced
in front 1 Coin sounds like the Hebrew for
braoght forth or acquired 91 Or have scquired
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Genesis 1:27

S0 God ceated mankind
in his ewn image, in the
image of God he created
them; male and female
he created them.
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imitating Chei

RELATED READINGS

Psalm 139:14;

2 Connthiars 3:18;
Colossians 1:15:
Revalation 7:9

' Randpel, . the
arlh i ke

N

ELIZAFETH BARFETT BROWMNING

(s Tnage Breares;

Read: Genesis 1:27 - 31

lmag'm the scane. Holding her hair back with one
hand, the womnan kneels and leans forward to drink
from the cloar pool of water. As her cupped hand maches
for the clear liquid, she draws back, startled. Who is the
long-haired stranger staring back at her?

Perhaps even since the time Eve first caught sight of
har raflaction in the Garden of Eden, women have dealt
with the question of image. Polls consistently reveal
that the majority of us are dissatisfied with our appear-
ance, Confronted with a barrage of airbrushed photos of
supermodels and celebrities adorning magazine covers,
the avarage woman thinks she is too short, too fat, too
unattractive, too imperfect. How can we ever measure up
with the media's standards of perfection?

The first chapter of the Bible supplies the answer. We
wara created in the i of one m of parfac-
tion: our Craator. OI.I'“T:E;M, mgﬁ:mﬁdun npulnr may
indicate our human origins, but our soul and spirit reflect
our Soversign God.

Whan a child is bom, its not unusual for someonsa
to claim sho's the very “image” of a relative. But what
does it mean to be created in the image of our heavenly
Fathar? Animage is a likeness or resemblance —a reflec-
tion as seen in a mirror. Scripture teaches that Jesus
Christ is the “image of tha invisible God” (Colossians
1:15). As we grow in faith, we who believe are gradually
*"being trarsformed into [Christ’s] image” (2 Corinthians
3:18). When we become like Jesus, we begin to look
more and more like our heavenly Father:

God created us to convey the distinctive imprint of his
divine nature to a world often blindad to his existence.
Even our differences reflact the One who delighted in
creating aworld of dazzling diversity: peculiar penguins
and majastic sagles; towering redwoods and dwarf
pines; blondes, brunattes and redheads .. . every person
created with the individual imprint of the Creator's hand
to bear his image. So the next time you pass by a mirror,
pausa a moment to gaze in wondar at the designer origi-
nal whom God loves so dearly —you!

Go to page § far your nest devotion sl resding.
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530 years and had other sons and daugh-
ters. PAltogether, Mahalalel lived a total of
505 years, and then he died.

®When Jared had lived 162 years, he
became the father of Enoch. PAfter he be-
came the father of Enoch, Jared lived 800
years and had other sons and daughters.
0 Altogether, Jared lived a total of 062
years, and then he died.

Wwhen Enoch had lived 65 years, he be-
came the father of Methuselah. 2 After he
became the father of Methuselah, Enoch
walked faithfully with God 300 years and
had other sons and daughters. DAltogeth-
er, Enoch lived a total of 365 years. MEnoch
walked faithfully with God; then he was no
more, because God took him away.

#When Methuselah had lived 187 years,
he became the father of Lamech. 2 After
he became the father of Lamech, Methuse-
lah lived 782 years and had other sons and
daughters. T Altogether, Methuselah lived
a total of 969 years, and then he died.

2#When Lamech had lived 182 years, he
had a son. #He named him Neah? and
said, "He will comfort us In the labor and
painful toll of our hands caused by the
ground the LORD has cursed.” 2WAfter Noah
was born, Lamech lived 505 vears and had
other sons and daughters. MAltogether, La-
ﬁ:;h lived a total of 777 years, and then he

H2After Noah was 500 years old, he be-
came the father of Shem, Ham and Ja-
pheth,

Wickedness In the World

When human belngs began to Increase
in number on the earth and daughters
were born 1o them, 2the sons of God saw
that the daughters of humans were beau-
tiful, and they married any of them they
chose, 3 Then the LORD sald, “My Spirlt will
not contend with® humans forever, for
they are mortal®; their days will be a hun-
dred and twenty years.”
iThe Nephilim were on the earth in
those days— and also afterward — when
the sons of God went to the daughters of
humans and had children by them. They
were the heroes of old, men of renown.
5The LORD saw how great the wicked-
ness of the human race had become on
the earth, and that every inclination of the
thoughts of the human heart was only evil
all the time. 5The LORD regretted that he
had made human belngs on the earth, and
his heart was deeply troubled. 750 the LORD
sald, *1 will wipe from the face of the earth
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the human race I have created — and with
them the animals, the birds and the crea-
tures that move along the ground —for [
regret that I have made them.” $But Noah
found favor in the eyes of the LORD.

Moah and the Flood

#This I& the account of Noah and his
family.

Hoah was a righteous man, blameless
among the people of his tlme, and he
walked falthfully with God. "HNoah had
three sons: Shermn, Ham and Japheth.

BNow the earth was corrupt in God's
sight and was full of violence. 2God saw
how corrupt the earth had become, for all
the people on earth had cormupted their
ways. 50 God sald to Noah, “I am going
to put an end to all people, for the earth is
filled with violence because of them. [ am
surely going to destroy both them and the
earth. WSo make yourself an ark of cypress?
wood; make rooms In it and coat it with
plich Inslde and out. ¥This s how you are to
build it: The ark {5 to be three hundred cu-
bits long, fifry cubits wide and thirty cubits
high.?%Make a roof for it, leaving below the
reof an opening ene cublt! high all around.’
Put a door in the side of the ark and make
lower, middle and upper decks. VI am golng
to bring Noodwaters on the earth to destroy
all life under the heavens, every creature
that has the breath of life in it. Everything
on earth will perish. WBut I will establish
my covenant with you, and you will enter
the ark=vyou and your sons and your wife
and your sons' wives with you. ¥You are to
bring into the ark two of all living creatures,
male and female, to keep them alive with
you. 2Two of every kind of bird, of every
kind of animal and of every kind of crea-
ture that moves along the ground will come
to you to be kept allve. %¥ou are to take ev-
ery kind of food that is tobe eaten and store
It away a2 food for you and for therm.”

LNoah did everything just as God com-
manded him.

The LoRD then said to Noah, “Go into
the ark, you and your whole family, be
cause [ have found you righteous In this

529 MNooh sounds like the Hebrew for comfort,
#3 Or My spinlt witl not emainfe 3 Ov cormupt
#i4 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word Is
uncertain,  *I5 That is, about 450 feet long, 75
feet wide and 45 feet high or about 135 meters
long, 13 meters whde and 14 meters high

Tig That ks, about 18 inches or abourt 45
certimeters 96 The meaning of the Hebrew
for this clause i uncertabn.
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generation. Take with you seven pairs of
every kind of clean animal, a male and its
mate, anel one pair of every kind of un-
clean anlmal, a male and its mate, and
also seven palrs of every kind of bird, male
and female, to keep thelr varlious kinds
alive throughout the earth. $Seven days
from now [ will send rain on the earth for
forty days and forty nights, and [ will wipe
from the face of the earth everyliving crea-
ture | have made.”

SAnd Noah did all that the LORD com-
manded him,

6Noah was six hundred years old when
the flosdwaters came on the earth. TAnd
Moah and his sons and his wife and his
sons' wives entered the ark to escape the
waters of the flood. #Pairs of clean and un-
clean animals, of birds and of all creatures
that move along the ground, male and fe-
male, came to Noah and entered the ark,
as God had commanded Noah. WAnd after
the seven days the floodwaters came on
the earth.

N[n the six hundredth year of Noah's
lite, on the seventeenth day of the second
month — on that day all the springs of the
great deep burst forth, and the flood gates
of the heavens were opened. 2And rain fell
on the earth forty days and forty nlghts.

0N that very day Noah and his sons,
Shern, Hamn and Japheth, togetherwith his
wife and the wives of his three sons, en-
tered the ark. WThey had with them every
wild animal according to (s kind, all live-
stock according to their kinds, every crea-
ture that moves along the ground accord-
Ing to its kind and every bird according to
its kind, everything with wings. '*Pairs of
all creatures that have the breath of Hie in
them came to Noah and entered the ark.
¥The animals going In were male and fe-
male of every living thing, as God had com-
manded Noah. Then the LORD shut him in.

For forty days the flood kept coming
on the earth, and as the waters increased
they lifted the ark high above the earth.
8The waters rose and increased greatly on
the earth, and the ark floated on the sur-
face of the water. "They rose greatly on
the earth, and all the high mountalns un-
der the entire heavens were covered. 2The
waters rose and covered the mountains
to a depth of more than fifteen cubjts. .2
NEvery living thing that moved on land
perished —birds, livestock, wild animals,
all the creatures that swarm over the earth,
and all mankind. 22Everything on dry land
that had the breath of life in {15 nostrils

died. 2Every living thing on the face of the
earth was wiped out; people and animals
and the creatures that move along the
ground and the birds were wiped from the
earth. Only Noah was left, and those with
him im the ark.

#The waters floeded the earth for a
hurdred and fifty days.

But God remembered Noah and all the

wild animals and the livestock that
were with him in the ark, and he sent a
wind over the earth, and the waters reced-
ed. 2Now the springs of the deep and the
floodgates of the heavens had been closed,
and the raln had stopped falling from the
sky. ¥7The water receded steadily from the
earth. At the end of the hundred and fif-
ty days the water had gone down, %and on
the seventeenth day of the seventh month
the ark came to rest on the mountalns of
Ararat. 3The waters continued to recede
until the tenth month, and on the {irst day
of the tenth month the tops of the moun-
tains became visible,

A fter forty days Noah opened a window
he had made in the ark 7and sent out a ra-
ven, and It kept flying back and forth un-
il the water had dried up from the earth.
$Then he sent out a dove to see 1f the wa-
ter had receded from the surface of the
ground. #But the dove could find nowhere
to perch because there was water over all
the surface of the earth; so it returned to
Noah In the ark. He reached out his hand
and took the dove and brought ft back to
himself in the ark. WHe waited seven more
days and again sent out the dove from the
ark. "When the dove returned to him in
the evening, there In lts beak was a fresh-
Iy plucked olive leal! Then Noah knew that
the water had receded from the earth. 2He
walted seven more days and sent the dove
out again, but this time It did not return
to him.

UBy the first day of the first month of
HNoah's six hundred and first year, the wa-
ter had dried up from the earth. Noah then
removed the covering from the ark and
saw that the surface of the ground was dry.
By the twenty-seventh day of the second
month the earth was completely dry.

BThen God said to Neah, "#“Come out of
the ark, you and your wife and your sons
and thelr wives. TBring out every kind
of living creature that is with you —the
birds, the animals, and all the creatures

220 Thatls, abowt I3 feet or abowt 6.8 meters
B30 O rose move thoo fifteen cubits, ond the
motrhtolnd wene cowered

that move along the ground — so they can
miltiply on the earth and be frultfal and
increase In number on i1.”

1850 Noah came out, together with his
sons and his wile and his sons’ wives.
WALl the animals and all the creatures that
movealong the ground and all the birds —
everything that moves on land —came out
of the ark, one kind after another.

0Then Noah bullt an altar to the LORD
and, taking some of all the clean animals
and clean birds, he sacrificed bumnt offer-
ings on it. 7The LORD smelled the pleasing
aroma and sald in his heart: “Never agaln
will [ curse the ground because of humans,
even thought every inclination of the hu-
man heart is evil from childhood. And nev-
er again will I destroy all Iving creatures,
as | have done.

12"As long as the earth endures,
seedtlme and harvest,
cold and heat,
summer and winter,
day and night
will never cease.”

God's Covenant With Noah

Then God blessed Noah and his sons,

saying to them, “Be frultful and In-
crease In number and fill the earth. 2The
fear and dread of you will fall on all the
beasts of the earth, and on all the birds
in the sky, on every creature that moves
alongthe ground, and on all the fish in the
sea; they are given Into your hands. ?Ev-
erything that lives and moves about will be
food for you. Just as 1 gave you the green
plants, I now give you everything.

4 But you must not eat meat that has s
lifeblood still In it. 3And for your lifeblood
Iwill surely demand an accounting. I will
demand an accounting from every anlmal
And from each human being, too, [ will de-
mand an accounting for the life of another
human belng.

& “Whoever sheds human bloed,
by humans shall their blood be shed;
for in the image of God
has God made mankind.

TAs for you, be fruitful and Increase in
number; multiply on the earth and In-
crease upon (n”

SThen God sald to Noah and to his sons
with him: #*] now establish my covenant
with you and with your descendants after
you "and with every living creature that
was with you — the blrds, the lUvestock and
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all the wild animals, all those that came out
of the ark with you —every living creature
on earth. "] establish my covenant with
you: Never again will all 1ife be destroyed
by the waters of a flood; never again will
there be a flood to destroy the earth.”

2And God sald, “This Is the sign of the
covenant [ am making between me and
you and every living creature with you, a
covenant for all generations to come: 1]
have set my ralnbow In the douds, and It
will be the sign of the covenant between
me and the earth. WWhenever [ bring
clouds over the earth and the rainbow ap-
pears [n the clouds, %1 will remember my
covenant between me and you and all liv-
Ing creatures of every kind. Never again
will the waters become a flood to destroy
all life. ¥Whenever the ralnbow appears
In the clouds, I will see it and remember
the everlasting covenant between God and
all living creatures of every kind on the
earth.”

750 God sald to Noah, "This is the sign
of the covenant I have established between
me and all life on the earth.”

The Sons of Noah

BThe sons of Noah who came out of the
ark were Shem, Ham and Japheth. (Ham
was the father of Canaan.) "These were
the three sons of Noah, and from them
came the people who were scattered over
the whole earth.

#Noah, a man of the soll, proceeded® to
plant a vineyard. ?When he drank some
of Its wine, he became drunk and lay un-
covered Inside his tent. 2Ham, the father
of Canaan, saw his father naked and told
his two brothers outside. ¥¥But Shem and
Japheth took a garment and lald it across
their shoulders; then they walked in back-
ward and covered thelr father's naked
body. Thelr faces were turned the other
way so that they would not see their father
naked.

When Noah awoke from his wine and
found out what his youngest son had done
to him, #he said,

“Cursed be Canaan!
The lowest of slaves
will he be to his brothers.”

YHe also sald,
“Praise be to the LORD, the God of
Shem!
May Canaan be the slave of Shem.
| #2 Orhamans, for  ®20 Or soll, was the firse
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TMay God extend Japheth's®
territory;
may Japheth live In the tents
of Shem,
and may Canaan be the stave of
Japheth.”

8 After the flood Noah lived 350 years.
BNoah Uved a total of 950 years, and then
he died.

The Table of Natlons

'I This is the account of Shem, Ham
and Japheth, Noah's sons, who

themselves had sons after the flood.

The Japhethites

1The sons® of Japheth:
Gomer, Magog, Madal, Javan, Tu-
bal, Meshek and Tiras.

3The sons of Gomer:
Ashkenaz, Riphath and Togarmah.

4The sons of Javan:
Elishah, Tarshish, the Kirtites and
the Rodanites.t 5(From these the
maritime peoples spread out Into
thelr territories by their clans with-
in thelr natlons, each with its own
language.)

The Hamltes

§The sons of Ham:
Cush, Egypt, Put and Canaan.
1The sons of Cush:
Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah and
Sabieka.
The sons of Raamah:
Sheba and Dedan.

#Cush was the father? of Nimrod, who
became a mighty warrlor on the earth. ¥He
was a mighty hunter before the LORD; that
is why It Is said, “Like Nimrod, 2 mighty
hunter before the LORD.” ®¥The first cen-
ters of his kingdom were Babylon, Uruk,
Akkad and Kalneh, in® Shinar.f"From that
land he went to Assyria, where he bulli
Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir# Calah Wand Resen,
which ks between Ninewveh and Calah —
which is the great dty.

0 Egypt was the father of
the Ludites, Anamites, Lehabites,
Naphtuhites, “Pathrusites, Kaslu-
hites (from whom the Philistines
came) and Caphtorites.

B Canaan was the father of
Sldon his firstborn,® and of the
Hirttites, " Jebusites, Amorites, Gir-
gashites, THivites, Arkites, Sinltes,

B Arvadites, Zemarites and Ha-
mathites,

Later the Canaanite clans scattered ®and
the borders of Canaan reached from Sidon
toward Gerar as far as Gaza, and then to-
ward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah and Ze-
boylm, as far as Lasha.

WThese are the sons of Ham by thelr
clans and languages, In their territories
and nations.

The Semites

ASans were also born to Shem, whose
older brother was' Japheth; Shem was the
ancestor of all the sons of Eber.

1The sons of Shem:
Elam, Ashur, Arphaxad, Lud and
Aram.

#The sons of Aram:
Uz, Hul, Gether and Meshel !

4 Arphaxad was the father of* Shelah,
and Shelah the father of Eber.

#BTwo sons were born to Eber:
One was named Peleg.’ because in
his time the earth was divided; his
brother was named Joktan.

4 Joktan was the father of
Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth,
Jerah, "Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,
80bal, Abimael, Sheba, ®0phir,
Havilah and Jobab. All these were
sons of Joktan.

#The region where they lived stretched
from Mesha toward Sephar, In the eastern
hill country.

AThese are the sons of Shem by thelr
clans and languages, in their territories
and nations.

NThese are the dans of Noah's sons,
according to their lines of descent, with-
In their nations. From these the natlons
spread out over the earth after the flood.

227 Japheith soands Hke the Hebeew for extend.
B2 Soms may mean descendonts of SUCCEISONT of
nations; also inverses 1, 4, 4,7, 20-23, 2 and 3L
£4 Some manuscripts of the Masoretlc Text and
Samaritan Pentateuch (see also Septuagiat and
1 Chion, £7); most manuscripts of the Misoretic
Text Dodanites 78 Father muy mean ancestor
or predecessor of founder; also in verses 12, 5, 4
and 26 10 Or Uruk ond Aldod = all of them
in 10 Thatis, Babylonka 971 Or Mineveh
with its city squares  *15 Or of the Sidosians,
the foremest ' 21 Or Shem, the oder brother of
123 SeeSepiungint and i Chron. £fF; Hebrew
Mash,  *24 Hebrew; Septuagint father of
Cainan, and Coinon was the fotherof 25 Peleg
means division
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Read: Genesis 7:1 - 24

natural disaster hits a community, city or country, and

the loss is mind-boggling. The media report facts
and figures to describe the devastation, but the tragedy
doesn't hit home until we see the pictures and hear the
stories. Tears, Faces etched with agony. Eyes raming
for lost loved ones. Families torn apart: A man who lost
his son; a woman whose husband is missing; a child look-
ing for a familiar face, The unbearable pain and sorow
become more personal.

Long ago there was a great flood. Noah and his fam-
ity knew catastrophe was coming, so they built an ark at
God's command. They followed instructions. They braced
for impending crisis. They endured umptesn years of

locking foolish, They faced criticism, ridicule, rejection,
They plodded in the slowwork of faith and love. Then

the downpour camie and the final command: "Go into
the ark.” So Noah and his family left everything and
evacuated to the big boat. Noah led the members of his
family into a floating z00—out of harm's way. The devas-
tation of tha warld thay knew had to ba heartbreaking.
But they followed God, and his grace saved them from
the disaster.

When storms come in your own lifa, they may not be
a calamity on the scale of aflood. But they may bring
just as much sorrow and pain—an ilinass, an sccddent,
& betrayal. In the midst of the event, your decisions can
help save you and your family, Lats
faca it; disaster ﬂnmlhmhwmaumnrm
ner. To surviva requines spiritual preparation. When you
build your home on the foundation of God's Word, you
can find safety despite the downpour outside. You can
help those you lova to weather the storm, Begin nowto
prepare your house for the storms that are sure to come:
Spend time in the Bible, Stran ralationship
w;P:'!Gnd Mw%agndlymnwn:mnitﬁrg those you
love before God in prayer. When (not if) the tempest
strikes, you will have shelter.

Go to page 13 for your naxt devetionsl mading.

Genesis 111

The Loro then said to

Moah, “Ga into the ark,
and your whole

storms of [He? How will
your family benefit from
your actions?

Has God commanded

you to do things that
may seam foalish to oth-
erst In what ways ane you
cbeying him?

RELATED READINGS
Habrews 11:1-16;
1 Pater 3:13-22;
2 Peter 3:11-18
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Eve

Strmgnumrgs . That first flutter. Her body was changing, growing and stretching in
unpredictable and unsettling ways. The first mather in history conceived a child, car-
ried him to tem and gave birth without ever knowing what to axpect naxt.

She didn't have a girlfriend to confide in when Adam just didn't undarstand her
moods. She had no one to assure the young mother that sudden chumsiness was nor-
mal or that the awful bloated feelings would pass. Her experience was the ultimate
natural childbirth —she made it without the benefit of an cbstetrician, & midwife or a
drop of pain killer. She couldn’t even run to her mother!

And that was just the pregnany.

She recalled cradling Cain in her arms as a newborn and gently leading him to nurse
for tha first time. She remembered fingering his tiny hands and counting all his toes,
on@ by ona, She didn't know she could love someone so much.

How, ch how, would she ever be able to be what he needed her to be—his
mothar? Eve answered her own ion when she in the of give
Hrﬁ:.'?ﬁ&qﬂuhbnfﬂwmebmughthm' i

No one was there to inform Eve about the significance of what had just transpired.
Thnydici'n'tl'nwh.Shgmhﬁhmm”ﬂswuhatmrmﬂwhwmmm
instant: She had not brought forth this miracle by her own power. And almost simulta-
neously, she knew sha would not be able to raise him by her own strength either. The
very first mother in history would have to raise her child the very same way mothers

histary have conceived and nurtured children— fully relying on God's help.

If that fact wasn't cbvious then, it soon would be. Like the time sha had to steal

for a momant alona to cry because it was tha first tima she had to punish him.
when he bickered with his brother. And when his career choice didn't work out.
And whenever her own poor choices threataned to scar har children's future.

Eve was the first to joy and heartache as a mother. But no one could tell
her then that she certainly wouldn't be
Prayer

'Mmhiﬁrwmwmrw fortin your uicnca and care.
Lu; N '
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Eve

trange cravings. That first flutter. Her m:hmg owing and stretching in
S md:hhrE:'d unsettling ways. ﬂm mother mymntg:nund a child, car-
mdhmmﬁmrdgmb:ﬁ\mmwmﬂmmwmm

She didn't have a girtriend to confide in when Adam just didn’t understand her
moods. She had no one to assure the young mother that sudden clumsiness was nor-
mal or that the awful bloated feelings would pass. Her experience was the ultimate
natural childbirth —sha mada it without tha benafit of an obstetrician, s midwifaor a
drop of pain killer. She couldn’t even run to her mather!

And that was just the pregnancy.

Sha recalled cradling Cain in her ams as a newborn and gently leading him to nurse
for the first ime. She rememberad Pﬂhﬂyhﬂnd:nﬂm.rﬁngdlhhtuﬂ.
one by one. She didn't know she could love someone so much.

Haow, oh how, would she ever be able to be what he needed her to be—his
mothar? Eve answared her own ion whan she Fn‘lhi w of give
bhﬂm'%ﬂwi‘abnfﬂwmmhrwght aman.” T

No one was thera to inform Eve about the significance of what had just transpired.
They didn't have to, Shngdmshekmmhwmwmtmymﬂwmmm
instant: Sha had not brought forth this miracle by her own power. And almost simulta-
neously, she knew she would not be able to raise him by her own strength cither. The
wery first mother in history would have to raise her child the very same way mathers
throughout history have conceived and nurtured children— fully relying on God's help.

If that fact wasn‘t obvious then, it scon would be. Like the time she had to steal

for a moment alone to cry because it was tha first time she had to punish him.

when he bickered with his brother. And when his career choice didn‘t work out.
And whenaver her own poor choices threatened to scar her children's future.

Eve was the first to experience joy and heartache as a mother. But no one could tell
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