BEGINNINGS

JESUS AS THE SUPREME DISPLAY OF THE GLORY OF GOD

— JOHN PIPER

GENESIS 1-2

After the question “Does God exist?™ (to
which God answers, “1 asm,” Ex 3:14), the next
1.|1.'u:'|.|.'i1|-11| that can :.]'Impl.,- yokir life muoat l.iE#F]]-' is
-“I]l:.' did Gosd create the world?®

The short answer that resounds through the
whole Bible like rolling thunder is this: God ore-
ated the world for his glory, We'll see what that
means below, but first let’s establish the fact
“Bring my sons from afar and my daughters
from the ends of the earth — everyone who is
called by my name, whom I oreated for my glory,
whom 1 formed and made” (Isa 43:6- 7). Even
if the narrower meaning here i “1brooght Israel
Inte being for my glory,” the use of the words
“ereated,” “lormed” and “made” is pointing us
back to the orginal act of creation. This is why
Israel plifmately exists. Because this is why ail
Hhiirgs ultimately exist — for the glory of God.

THE BIBLE IS CLEAR

When the first chapter of the Bible says, “God
created mankind in his own imtage, in the inage
of Giod he created them; male and female be cre-
ated them” {Ge 1:27 ), what is the point? The
pointofan image bs to image. Images are erccted
in public to display the original. Point to the
t\rigin.al. ['1':||:|r.i|"].' thi urig'tn.li.

God made humang in hig image 5o that the
world would be filled with reflectors of God,
Images of God. Billions of statues of God. 5o

that nobody would miss the point of creation.
Mebody {unless spiritually blind) could miss
the puir:l; of [‘u,m‘l.::n:il.‘].', ru.nwly_ Goe! Hrmﬁng,
hw'mg. u]\nl.\.'ing Gt

The angels cry, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lorn
Almighty; the whole earth i full of R glony”
I:_lx:l B3], It's Full of human |rrt|.1g¢-|.1|:u.:'|.'n. Ll
rions fums. Buk mot unl:,-' hiurmans, Ao natune!
W h:.r sisch a hunl'hhking world Tor us to live in?
Why such a vast universe? Scientists now say
(lcan't 'l'{‘rfll'-}"ll‘.l:l that there ane more stars in the
universe than there are words and sounds tha
Al hinemans of all time have ever :pul:ruln. "-'i'-hr:," 13
It sy Ei.pnlil;?

The Bible 15 crystal clear about this: " The heay
ens declare the glory of God™ (s 19:1 ), fsome-
one asks, *IFearth ic the unl}f inhabited T.l|.1r|.-|:|! if
the dniverse, and man the rm|.:|.' raticial inhalbi-
tant among the stars, w]'i':.' i% thire such a 1::3..'-
and empty universe?” The answer is that it’s not
aboat ps, [t's about God. Which means its not
an averstatement; ity an pnderstabement, God
created ws to know him and love him and show
ki, And then ke e s a tont of what he
likoe = the universe.

We can see the purpose of creation even where
the .IF'LH.IIL‘ Paul deseribes how we have fallen
shiart of ik, He silys i Bewinais 1:20 - 21:

“Gods invisible qualities — his eternal
power and divine nature — have been chearly

seen, being understood from what has been
made, 50 that people are without excuse, For
although they knew God, they neither glori-
fied him as God nor gave thanks to him.”

The great tragedy of the universe is that, while
human beings were made to glorify God,
we have all fallen short of this purpose and
“cxchanged the glory of the immortal God for
images made to look like a mortal human being”
(Ra 1:23).

GOD HELPS US FEEL THIS TRUTH

Sa, resounding through the whole Bible — from
etemity to eternity — like rolling thunder is
Gods great purpose forall things: He cramted the
warld far his glary, Desides Isaiah 43:7 {“created
for my glory ™), Isaiah presses home the reality
over and over to belp us feel it and make it part
of the Fabne of our lhinl‘.:ins:

“Every valley shall be raised up, every moun.
tain and hill made bow ... And the glory of the
Lorn wifl be revealed, and all people will see it
together” (Isa 40:4-5).

“1 am the Lonog that ic oy mame! 1 will not
yield my glory to another” (1sa 42:8).

“The Lorp has redeemed Jacob, hé displays
his glocy in lsrael” (lsa 44:23).

“For my own names sake 1 delay my wrath;
for the sake of my praise | hold it back from

yous ... 1 have testesd you in the furnace of
afffiction, For my own sake, for my own sake,
I do this, How can I let myself be defamed?
I will not vield my glory to another”
(1sa 48:9-11),

"Hee said to me, “You are my servant, Isracl, in
whom I will display my splendor’ ™ (1sa 49:3).

“The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD i3 on me,
because the Loro has ancinted me to pro-
claim good news to the poor ... They will
be called oaks of righteousness, a planting
of the Loen for the display of his grlendor”
[Isa6l:l=-3),

GLORIFY IS DIFFERENT
FROM BEAUTIFY

This s why God created the world — that e
may be glorified. Which does not mean that be
muary be maede glocious, Doa't take the word glo
n:.f;p andd treat it like the word btc.luh:_f_r. To beau-
I!i'.F:,r reans to balos 55:|:.||'|.'||,f‘r'|'lir|.!!'I pl:i.rl amd maake 43
beawtful, We don't take a plqin God and make
him beawtiful. That is not what glorifying God
MyCans,

When God created the world, he did not create
out of any need or any weakness or any defi-
ciency. He created oat of fullness and strength
and complete sufficiency. As Jonathan Edwards
waid, “Tis mo angument of the emptiness or defi-
ciency ofa foumtain that itis inclined to overflow”




128 #f EXODUS 31:6

EX0DUS 32:11-13

PERFECT
INTERCESSION

Mozes inferceded befoe God om
behalf of the people in 2 priesily
prayes, ashisg him o relent from
destroping the nation based on Hee
factors, Ferst, God had just delivered
ihe natios of Esraed from Eqypd, and
e could not abandon them now
Second, Pharaoh would dearn of the
destraction of the nation and be-
lizip 1hat Egypt had, in Tacl, been
victorious and thal God's plan was
fo Being them out of E IE1ir| oeder
o kil them_ Third, & prom-
ised to uphald his covenant to fig
people, and be could not bem back
&n his promises. Moses” prayer dem-
pastrated s understanding of the
severity of the sin of (ke people, his
knowledge of the glory of the Lord
and his peal for Bes petple

Jesus' inferoessory prayer in the
garden on the night he was be-
frayed follows this same patternm
{In 171. Hmwlnlg the reaifly of lie
i 3 fallen woeld be asked God ko

unrd bls people, protect them from
the engmy, dsmonstrate his fove o
fhem and bransiom them by measns
of his Word. The awthor of Hebrews
skated that Jesus, as the sinless in-
fescessor and Son of God, has beea
resurmecied and Ras ascended bo the
ng‘l hand of the Fathes s he can
plead for the nesds of bis people
{Heds 7:23 - 25},

aml set stomes, 1o work in wood, and to engage in all Kinds of crafis, &Mone-
aver, | have appointed (khaliab son of Ahisamak, of the iribe of Dan, (o hefp
him. Also | have given ability to all the skilled workers to make everything 1
have commanded pow: The tent of meeting. the ark of the covenant Law with
the atonement cover on it, and all the other harmizhings of the tent — #the
1able and its artiches, the pure gobd lampitand and all its acce seoriey, the altar
of incense, *the altar of burnt offering and all its gtensils, the basin with its
stand — "and alio the woven garments, both the sacred garments for Asron
the priesl and the garments for his sons when they serve as priests, "and the
aminting ol and fragran| incende lor the Holy Place. They are 1o make them
just as 1 commanded yow”

The Sabhath

UThen the LoRD sasd 1o Mases, " 5ay 1o the [iraelites, "You musl ohierve
my Sabbaths. This will s a sign between me and you lor the gencrations to
fome, 4 you may know that [ am the Lok, who makes you ol

wiiheerve lhe Sabbath, becanie it i holy 1o you. Anyone whodesecranes i
i% 1o be pul 1o death; thase wha do any work on that day must be cut off fram
1heir peopbe. WFar six days work is to be done, but the seventh day is a day of
sabbath nest, Boly to ihe Lonn, Whoever dids any work on the Sabbath day is
0 be pul o dexih. ¥The Iseselites are to observe the Sabbath, celebrating il
faf thi generalions to come 45 3 lesting covenant. 710 will be a sign between
me and the Lirselites larever, o in six days the LORD made the heavens and
the earth, and o (i seventh day he redled and was refreshed.'

Wiwhen the LORD finished speaking 10 Motes on Mownt Sinai, e gave him
i Twes Tabbers of the covenant Lo, the tablets of stone inscribed by the fin-
per ol God,

The Golden Call

32 When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down lrom the
mcuntain, they gathened anounid Aaron and sald, "Comee, make us gods®
wiso will go bselore us. As for this felbow Moses who brought us up oot of Egypt,
we don't knonw what has hJE_hpﬁwdm him.”

Iaaron answered them, "Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your
sons and your dausghices are wearing and bring them fo me,” 50 all the pee-
phe took off their earrings and brought them fo Aacon, *He 100k whai they
handed m andd made it inte an fded cast in the shape of a cal, fashioning
it with a tond, Then they said, "These are your gods,” lsrael, whe brought you
up cut of Egypt.”

Ywhen Aaron saw Thiz, he ballt an altar in iront of the calf and announced,
“Tomormow there will be a festival to the Logn." 50 the next day the people
rose garly and sacrificed burnit offerings and presented fellowship offerings.
Afterward they sat down to cat and drink and god up to indulge in rovelry,

Then the Lokp said (o Moses, "Go down, ecause your people, whom you
browght upout of Egvpl, have become cormupd, 5They have been quick o tam
away from what | commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast
im the shape of a call. They have bowed down bo it and sacrificed toif and have
saidd, "These are your gods, [srael, who broweght you ap cuf of Egypt.

] have seen these people.” the LORD said to Moscs, “and they are a
stitf-necked people. Whow leave me alone so that my anger may burn agains
them and that 1 may destroy them. Then | will make you indo a great nation.”

WEutl Moscs seught the favor of the LoD hds God, “LORB" ke said, "why
should your anger bum against your people, wham you browght ool of Egypt
with great power and a mighty hand? "Why thould the Egyptians say, ‘It was
with evil intent that he brooghi them out, to kill them in the mountaing and
o wipe them off the face of the carth’? Turn from your ferce anger; relent
amndd o not bring disasier on your people. "Remember your servanls Abra-
ham, Isaas and bracl, fo whom you swore by your owmn seli; T will make yoor

U fra godl: also lnverses 23 and g1 F4 0f The s pesr goal; also in veree &

descendants as numeroes as the stars in the tky and | will give your descen-
clants all this land | promised them, and it will be their inberitance forever. ™
Then the Lokn relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had
threatemed,

Wbloees turped and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the
convenant law in his hands, They were inscrilsed on both sides, Iront and back.
“WThe tabdeis were the work of God; the writing was the writing of God, en-
graved on Uhe tabbers.

Ta'hen Joshua heard the nodse of the people shouting, he said to Moses,
“Theere is e sound of war i the camp.”

WMpses replieds

“It is ned thie sound of viciory,
It is nodt the sound of defear;
it iz the sound of singing that 1 hear”

Wiwhen Mowes approached (he camp and saw the call and the dancing. his
anger burned and he threw the taldleis out of his hands, breaking them Lo
pheces b the foal of (ke mountain 22And e took the call the people had
made and buarned it En the fire; then he ground it fo posder, scatteved it on
the wader anid made the Braelites deink il

NHe said 1o Aaron, “Whal did (hese people do 1o you, Thal you led them
imto Sich great sini™

Do nod be angry, my lord,” Asron answened. “You know how prome these
people are Lo evil 2V They said (o me, "Make us gods who will go belore us, As
for this fellow Moses who brought us ap out of Egypt, we don't know whal
has happened o Mm! 250 T rodd them, “Wheever has any gald jewelry, (ke
il ofl. Then they gave me the goll, and [ ihoew i1 intoe the fire, and out came
this caldl™

Spfoses saw that the people were renning wild and that Aaron had let
them get ol of contral and so bropme 3 laughingstock to thelf enembes, 2250
he stood at the entrance bo the camyp and sald, “Whoever §s [og the LORD, comae
1o me.” And all the Levites mallied 1o him.

TThen lve aid to them, “This is what the LOg, the God of [stael, says: ‘Each
mian strap a sweoed to his side, Go back and forth through the Gamp from ang
endl v the other, cach killing his beother and friend and neighlor = = The
Levites did as Maoses commanded, and that day alsoat three thaasandd of the
people died. #Then Moses said, “¥ou have been set apan to the Lob ioday,
:IDIMWHI'IHHIMI own sons and baot hers, and he has blessed you this

ar’

Wik et day Moses sald (o the peaple, “You have commdited a great sin.
Bur mow [ will goup to the Lomiy perhaps | can make abenement fng your sin.”

150 Moses went back to the LogD and sald, “0h, what 2 great sin ihese
people have commitied! They have made themsclves gods of goid, HEul now,
E:I’i“ forgive their sin = bt if not, then blot me out of the book vou have

then®

WThe LorD replied to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me [ will bios
out of my book, ®iow 2o, lead the people to the place | spoke of, and my an-
gel will go before you. However, when the time comes for me to punish, Dwill
punish them lor thelr sin.”

Y the LoRD struck the people with a plague becasse of what they disd
with the call Aaron had made.

33 Then the Lo sald te Moses, “Leave this place, you and the peopie you

brought wp out of Egvpt, and go up to the land | promised on oath to
Abrabam, [9ac and Jacob, sayving, Twill give it to your descendants’ 1 will
send an angel before you and drive vut the Canaanites, Amaorites, Hittites,
Perizrites, Hivites and Jebusites, *Go up to the land Oowing with milk and
honey. But | will not go with you, because you are a giff-necked people and [
might destray you on the way™

“when the people beard these distressing words, they began 1o mourn
and no ane pul on any crnaments. iFor the LoD had said 10 Moses, “Tell

EXODUS 335 & 120

EXODUS 32:32

MY LIFE
FOR THEIR LIVES

Moses begged God to Forgwe fhe
sin of the propie, ofieriag ho give
fis life as @ substitutz for theirs
should God =0 desie, The mexcws-
abde sin of making and worshiping
the goiden calf prompled the righ-
fenus judgment of God, How coold a
people wha had so recently been the
recipients of the might and powes of
o decide 1o do such a thing? The
inexplicable nakure of this sin high-
lights the foolisheess of 28 s and
the necessity of God's judgment.

Yel, a5 always, God's grace shoee
throwughe He did net blot lsrmel from
the face of the eatth, though ke
would have been |usfified in do-
ing 50, Kz was fahiul fo s oov-
gnant and sustaimed the mation,
though he judped those wha sinsed
against him. |m his request, Moses
recogniced thal someone must die
for these sins, and he asked God I
allow a sobsfitute. Bub what they
needed was a perfect subslitels —
one who was without sim 2nd capa-
ble of offering Bimself to God a5 an
unbiemished sacrifice, They neaded
Jeses, the one who coold di whal
Moses. could mot— namely, offer
himself for sim, not merely for lsrael,
bust for 2l| of God's peaple foreves.




420 /7 | SAMLUEL 24:11

1 SAMUEL 23:1-31
ABIGAIL INTERCEDES

Wean Abagail descovered thal her
husband, Nabal, had fealishly re-
jected Dawid's reques! for food and
waler, she reslized that her enfire
haisehold was in danger. She ool
lected and biought & ksge amosnt
of B Tor Danid and his mea, and
she begped David Tor mersy. David
was 50 affected by Abigail's words
and actions that be extendid mancy
&t hist housahald and seal hid home
i peace.

This slory offers an isieresting par-
#llal for wnderstanding the wark
of Jesus. Maskisd is bke Rabal by
[nolishly rejectiag God's geodness
and consequeslly deserving his
judgseal, Like David. God hobds
all accounfable for their disobedi-
ence. The saly hope for hamandy
5 somesne bo intencede like Abigad
imtarcedied for Mabal. She deman-
stratod how Jesus bridges the gap
between sindul humanity and a boly
God. Jesus intercedes o behall of
peaple and accepts [he penalty for
our sin sa 1hal we Can feceive mecy

1o kil youw, but 1 spared you; | said, T will not Ly my hand on my lord, because
he iz the Loke's ancinted,” "See, ony father, book at this piece of your robe in
my hand! | cut off the corner af your robe but did not kil you. See that thers
iz nothing in my hand toindicate that | am guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion.
I hawe mot wronged yow, bt you are hunting me down to lake my life. ¥ay
the LoRD judge between you and me. And may the LoRD avenge the wrongs
you have done fo me, but my hand will not touch you. YAs the ofd saying
goes, “From evilidoers come ovil deeds, so oy hand will not towch you,

W Against whom has the king of lsracl come out? Who are you pursaing?
A dead dog? A flea? BMay the LogD be cur judge and decide between us, May
he consider my cause and ophald if; may be vindicate me by delivering me
{rom your hand.”

wiwhen David finizshed saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your voice, David
iy san ™ And he wept alowd. "You age more righteous than 1" be said. *You
have treated me well, bot | have treated you badly, =Yoo have just now tokl
mie aboist the good vou did o me; the Lokn delivered me intoyoar hands, but
youu didl pot kill me. ®When a man finds his enemy, does be ket him get away
unharmed? May the LORD rewand you well for Uhe wiay you Ireated me foday
2] kenow that you will surely be king and that the kingdom af Isracl will be
established in your hands. fow swear to me by the LORD that yoo will not
kill off my descendants or wipe out my namie from my father's tamily,”

=250 David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saol retwrned hommse, but David and
hds mien went up 1o the stronghold.

David, Mabal and Abigail

25 HNow Samuel died, and all Tsrael assembled and mourned for him; and
they buried him at his home in Ramah. Then David mosed down into

the Desert of Paran.®

i certain man in Maon, who had property there at Carmel, was very
wealthy. He had a thouzand goats and three thousand sheep, which he was
shearing in Carmel. YHis name was Mabal and his wile's name was Abigail. $he
waitan intelligent and beauliful woman, but her bushand was surly and mean
in his dealings — be was a Calebite.

tWwhile David was in the wilderness, e heard that Nabal was shearing
sheep. 550 he sent fen voung men and faid 1o them, “Go up 1o Nabal at Car-
mel and grect him in my name. #5ay to him: ‘Long lile to youl Good health to
o anel your howschold! And good health toall that is yours!

™' How | hear that it is sheep-shearing lime. When your shepherds were
with us, we did nol mistreat them and the whole time they were at Carmel
nothing of theirs was missing. SAsk your own servanis and they will tell you.
Thenelare be fxvorable ioward my men, sinde we come al a lestive ime. Please
give your servants and your son David whatever you can find for them” ™

when David's men arrived, they gave Mabal this message in David's name.
Then they wailed.

e Mabal andwered David’s servants, “Wha is this David? Who is this son of
Jesie? Many servanls are breaking away From thedr masters these days. "Why
should 1 take my bread and water, and the meat | have ﬂil]‘h[tll:‘l] [ar my
shearers, and give il 1o men coming rem who Kknows where?”

Rhavid s men turned around and went back. When they il.'l'l'l'l:‘l“. 1.11.!1" ne-
poried every word, TIavid faid 1o his men, “Eachol you strapon your ssand!™
S0 Iﬁl!jl'diﬂ. angl Tavixl !Iriplpnd hi% o as well. About four hundnesd men wenl
up with Diaviad, while two bandred stayed with the supplies.

Wilne of [he servanis (okl ﬂlﬂﬂi]. Nabak's wile, “David sent MEESEEOgers
Irom the wilderneis 10 give our master his greetings, bul he hurled insultd a1
them. ¥Yel these men were ery Bﬂﬂﬂ [ﬁll.'i-\.Tl'l'!"' dil nol muistrean wy, and the
whabe lifme we wene gul in Lhe fields pear them nothing was missing. *Might
anel day they were a wall around us the whole lime we were herding our sheep
near them. THow think it over and see whal you can da, because disaster is

| Hehprw and some Sepeubging Maniecrips; seher Sepraagin manuscripes Mo

1 SAMUEL 24:1-22

THE LORD'S ANOINTED

At this |;'Il.'HI'1t in Isracl’s history, a civil war threatened to divide the nation as Saul was
trying to kill David. David had ascended to great popularity while Sanl had fallen out of favor
with the people. While David was out slaying giants and winning battles, Saul’s jealousy
eroded the health of the kingdom. Blinded by his own insecurities, Saul lost the suppont
of his people, Saul tried to kill David on numerouns eccastons ontil David finally fled to the
wilderness.

FDF yEEFS. David had been manning from Saul and his men. But something unexpected
happened inside this cave. Saul found himself in a vulnerable position and at the mercy of
David. OF course, David's men encouraged him to take advantage of the situation and end
Saul’s life, In this moment, David had the chance to end Saul's terror over his life and take the
throne that God had ordained for him years earlier. David had the political power, the pub-
lics support and the right from God to the throne, but he used this opportunity to reinforce
Saul and his kingship instead of destroying him.

Tﬂ Eut [I'ff a piece of Saul's robe {24:4,11) would have been a symbolic act that discredited
Saul's authority as king, It may have looked as if David was going to listen to the encourage-
ments of his triends and kill Saul. Despite the fact that killing Saul would have seemed like
the logical thing to do, David knew he could not kill God's ancinted king no matter the
circumstances, David refused to touch Saul becanse he was showing his allegiance to “the
Loro's anointed” (24:6,10). David realized that all of his popularity and status had been
given to him by God. Therefore, David trusted that God would protect him and give him
the throne at the right time,

|I't thE HE'I'I' TESTEFI'IEH?, Jesus demonstrated that he was trully the anointed Son
of God. Yet the people used opportunities to disobey God's ways — and they struck the
Ancinted One, Still, Jesus demonstrated great mercy. He did not strike back but instead
forgave them and prayed for them { Lk 23:34 ). After his crucifixion, death and burial, Jesus

rose from the dead and took his rightful place on the throne in heaven, establishing his
kingdom once and forever.




PROVERBS

BIRTH OF SOLOMON, | DEATH OF SOLOMON | REIGN OF HEZEKIAH,
TO WHOM MOST c 930 BC DURING WHICH SOME
PROVERBS ARE OR ALL OF PROVERBS

ASCRIBED WAS COMPILED
¢.991 BC ¢. 715- 686 BC

The writers of the book of Proverbs distill God's divine wisdom to provide insight
for obedient worship in a world wrecked by sin. As a collection of practical wisdom
sayings inspired by God, this book provides specific insight into the wisdom that God
graciously offers throughout history, Solomon, Lemuel, Agur, and others communi-
cated their wealth of f}nd-g;ivnn insis]'lt to the nation of Israel and to all suhscquent
readers of Proverbs.

The range of topics throughout the book demonstrates the complexity of human
existence. From money to marriage, power to possessions, Proverbs presents practi-
cal wisdom for those seeking to follow God faithfully. These subjects are addressed
throughout Proverbs in repeated and memorable sayings that were meant to be shared
by God'’s people.

The main contrast in the book is between wisdom and foolishness (1:1-7).
Foolishness is presented as humanity's natural propensity and, without God's inter-
vention, a dangerous and destructive path for life, ultimately culminating in death and
destruction in this life and the next (3:35).

Wisdom, on the other hand, is a giﬁ from God and is the p-aﬂ'l to the Life he
iitends I:E:ﬁ]. Because all pt!uPiE are born dead in sin and enslaved to foolishness,
only God can deliver people from their impending doom. God graciously gives wis-
dom to those who, through faith, fear him and seek after him with all of their heart.
Wisdom fosters a love for God, fulfillment in life and intimacy with God — in this
life and the next (2:1-6).

Sin renders all humankind incapable of following the path of wisdom described
in the book of Proverbs. Jesus, however, could and did follow that perfect path. He
is the embodiment of the divine wisdom spoken of throughout the book. In his life
and sacrificial death, he perfectly obeyed God's commands at great cost to himself.
By looking at the life of Jesus, all people can see the One who perfectly followed the
path wisdom affords. Jesus, who is the wisdom of God, lived the life homankind was
meant to live but could not due to sin. By faith, believers can receive the gift of Jesus’
righteous life and perfect standing before God. God gives his children the gift of his
Spirit, which empowers them to follow his perfect path of wisdom.

THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING
OF WISDOM, AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE HOLY ONE
IS UNDERSTANDING.

Proverbs 9:10
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MATTHEW 7:13- 14

THE WIDE AND
THE NARROW GATES

Jersias enplarmad] that (5e roads to lide
and desbruction ase foads geanded
by marrow and wide pates, respec-
livedy. In doimg w0, be taught that
many peaple walk dewn the road
That leads ta destruction, while
few people choose to walk dows
the raad teat beads b life. The road
Ihat beads fo destruchion is sasy to
find (Pr 14:12). Anyane wia chases
alter the cares of he warld wilhout
ihe mind of the Spint (Php 2:1 =11}
walks along Ehe broad nead kst
Eady ba desiruction, and 1hey & %0
warlh may olhes people. ks conbiast,
fhe sarow road is smaller, and
{ewty peaple travel wpoa (L. In Jha
145, Jesus 528, *1 am the way and
ihe truth and the life. Mo one comes
1o the Father except thmough me.”
Jeuis 15 the mamow gate, and by k-
lowing him and living in kes porwer.
befmvers are able 1o walk upos the
path of life,

will be full of darkness, If then the Hght within vou is darkness, bow gread is
That darkness!

MO ORE Can Wrve [Wo maslers. ﬂ“‘luﬂ‘rnliﬂ'ﬂl hate the one andl love the
aother, or you will be devoted to the one and detpize the other. You cannot
serve both God and money.

Do Nat Worry

H=Therelore 1 tell you, do Aol worry Sboual yoar Lile, whal you will eal o1
drink: of about youar Body, what you will wear, [5 not e moee than food, and
the body moae than clothes? = Loak at the birds of the air; they do not sow of
reap af store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father leeds them, Are you
nat manch more valuahle than they? P Can any ane af you by worrying add a
single howr 0 yeur life*?

Al why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the fiekd
gronws They do not Labar or spin, #*¥et | pell you that nof even Solomon in all
hisf splendor wat dressed like one of these. W1 that is how Goxl chothes the
grass af the ek, which is here today and tomosnow is thrown indo the fing,
will he not much more diethe you —you of Hitle Exdth? 8o do mot worry.
saving, "What shall we eai? or "What shall we drink? or "What shall we wear?
WEpe [he pagans sun afuer all these things, and your heavenly Father knows
that you meexd them, * But seek first his Kingdorm and his elghteousness, and
2l these thimgs will e given e you as well. “Therefore &0 not worry about
ﬁsrnmm for tomarross will warry aboot itsell, Each day has encagh irouble

15 OWTL

Judging Others

“Bo not judge, or you oo willl b judged, fFor in the same way you judge

others, you will be judged. and with the measure you wse, it will be mea-
sured Lo yow.

iWhy do you kook af The speck of sawdwst in vour brother's eyve and pay nio
attenlion to the plank in your own eye? “How can you ay 1o your brother, 'Let
me Lake the speck oul of your eye. when all Tse tismse Usere i5 a plank in yoar
own eyel o hypocrite, first take the plank oul of your own eye, and then
you will see elearly Lo temmove the speck Irom your brother's eye.

"D M ﬁﬂﬂaﬁwhn i sacred; do pot throw your peatls o pigs. I you
dlia, they may trample them under thelr leet, and barm ang Gear you to pheoes,

Ask, Seek, Knock

FAskand it will be given te you; seek and you will find; knock and the doos
will be cpened to ypou. *For everyone who asks receives; the one who secks
fimds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be epened.

““Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? ®0r i
he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 91§ you, then, though you are evil,
kninw hiow to give good @ifts to your children, how much mare will your Fa-
thet in heaven give good gilts to those wha ask him! 250 in everything, do
ool s whan you woald have thenn oo 8o voua, loer this sums up the L xnd

the Prophets.

The Narrow and Wide Gales

“Enter through the narrew gate. For wide is the gate and broad [s the roasd
that leasls to destruction, and many enier through if. "Bul small &s the gate
anl parross the road that leads to Hie, and onby a few Find i1,

True and False Prophets

W watch put for false prophets, They come (o o in sheep's clothing, bai
imwardly they are ferocious wolves. WEy their frait pou will recognize them.
Do people pick grapes trom thorobwshes, or figs from thisthes? "likewise,
every good tree bears good frail, bul a bad tree sears bad broil %A good tree

5 3T 0f sl Culil T gosir Newght

cannot bear bad freit, and 3 bad tree cannod bear good fruit. "Every tree that
does not bear good Frudt is oot down and thrown into the fire, 2Thas, by their
fruit you will recognize them.

True and False Disciples

1Mot everyone who says to me, "Lord, Lovd, will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Fathes who s in heaven.
IEpfany will say to me on that day, "Lond, Lord, did we not prophesy in your
name and in your name drive owi demons and in your pame perform many
miracles? HThen | will tell them plaindy 'l never knew you. Away from me,
voul evildoers!”

The Wize and Foolizh Builders

N Therelore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts tUsem inbo
pracibor Is ke 2 wise man who built his bouse on the fock. 5The raln came
down, the sireaims rose, and the winds blew and beat againsy that house;
vl i did mot Lall, ecause it bad s foundation on 1he rock, 2Bul everyone
wihso hoears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a
foadi<h man who buill his howse on sand, 77The rain came down, [he Siteams
rose, and e winds blew and beat againet that howse, and i8 bell winh a goean
erash.”

mWhen Jesus had fnlshed saving these things, the onoweds were amazed at
his teaching, *hecause e taught as one who hagd authority, aned not as their
teaghers of the law,

Jesus Heals a Man With Leprosy

8 When Jesus came down [rom the mounfainside, lange coowds lallowed
him. 24 man with leprosy® came and kneit before him and sabd, “Lord, if
you are willing. you can make me cbean,”

1Jesus peached out his hand and touched the man, 1 am willing.” he said.
“Be chean!” Immediately be was cleansed of his leprosy. AThen Jesus sakd to
him, "See that you don't tell anyone, But go, show yourself to the priest and
affier the gift Moses commanded, as 3 testimony to them.”

The Faith of the Centurion

When Jesus had entered G.l]'ll'l'l.'ll.l.l'l'l... A DEmurion {il'ﬂl!"tﬂﬂll'ﬂ.-lll-lﬂ.ﬂ-l {141
hielp. & Lagd." b said, "y servant Bbes at home paralyeed. suflering terrble”

gz said to him, “Shall [ come and beal kimT™

5The cenlufion I'ﬂ.ﬂil!'d.. “Lard, 1 da fiol desgive o have Wil COEE andes
oy roal. Bul just say the word, and oy servant will be healed. #Foar 1 moysell
A0 A M ider JI.ITM!"I'E. wilh soldiers wnder ine. 1 el ihis ene, "Go.' amd hé
[ amal that anee, "Comse, and b Comees. [J.'I'p' Lo my fervant, "Do 1his” and
he glies B

Wivhen Jesus heard this, be was amaged anid said 1o (those lollowing him,
“Truly [ tell you, 1 have not found armyane in lsrael with such gpreat faith. 7]
say toyou that many will come fram Uhe east and the west, and will take their
places at the feast with Abraham, [saac and Jstob in the kingdom of heaven.
Bat the subjscts of the kingdlom will be throwm eutside, into the darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth”

"WThen Jesus said to the centurion, *Go! Let i be done jusi as you belicved
it woubd.” And his servani was healed at that moment,

Jesus Heals Many

Wiw'hen Jesus came into Peter’s howse, he aw Peter's mother-in-law Iying
in bed wiith a fever. "He touched her hand and the {ever left ber, and she god
up and began to wail on him.

& 3 The Greck wonr traeditieaally tramckieen beprosy wad wsed for various diseases
alteceing the in
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PHILIPPIANS 4:15
ALL WE NEED

Humans g Tusdamentally shady
creafures — newboms ingiectely
gasp lor exygen, Kids hunper foi
allernood snacks, high schoobers
see Preendd and pogalanty, yaung
SUMAs chase cadpers, and 50 o6
Poople are needy by design — physi-
cally, secially, emodionally and sosl
mpartantly, spirfleslly, Gl s isl-
mately acquainbed with the neads of
his peaple. As all-knawing God, be
anficipabes his people’s neads; a5 3
bwing Fathes, he fendedy provides
W77 =10)

Hawing a laugh with tieads or prak-
bing 8 ile lo & cannol redell 1a
lasting satisfaciioa. The despest
reeids are of the soel, nol the body
Thankdully, 1hés passape prociaims
hal these mads can B Salls|md
hrongh lesas, wha s fch in ghony
The mare we grow in cur failh ia
Ghrisd, Tha mofe obr needs ars sal-
titied Ly he riches b allers, Paul
confimed that the God of ke uni-
werse i bl The One who oreated
humans will als0 Be i conbinu-
g respuice, God Can bé lrusted Lo
lake care of Those who belsbe 18
Ghrish and wha lallow Kim with thai
s, His supply of sy is end-
kg5 — llowigg froin 1he glory 1Rat
o in Chriesd Jesus, wha B8R heaves
T shis love 3ad marcy 1o rebels.
Thie God whom believers trast for
prowisian 15 the same God wilk the
powet 10 coRguis Sin and death. He
can mieel a0y nead.

Final Exhortations

4Rejoice in the Lond abways, Dwill say it again: Rejoice! *Let your gentleness
be evidient toall The Lard is nedr #0o nivt be anxious abont anything, bt in
every sifuation, by prayer and petiticn, with thanksgiving. present your ne-
fuesds 1o Godl 7 And the peace of Godd, which transeends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Chrin Jejas.

iFinally, brothers snd sisters, whalever i3 irue, whatever 15 noble, wial-
over 18 right, whatever i pure, whatever i lovely, whatever is adlmdrable — if
anything £ exeellent or praisewarihy — think abaut such things. YWharever
you have leamed of received or heand Irom me, of seen in me — pat i inte
practice. And the Gosl of peace will be with yoa.

Thanks for Their Gifts

L] l'l!'ll?:li-l!-l] ﬂ!ﬂ[l‘!‘ En Ehe Logdd Uhat ag last you renewed youT condem [or
mi. Indeed, vou were condernad, but you had no opporunkty to show it 11
am niot saying this because | am in need, for 1 have keamed to be coptent
whatever the cimumstances. 1 know what it is to le inneed, amd 1 lonow what
it is b have plenty. | have learned the secpet of being confent in any and every
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want, 1]
can dioe all this through him who gives me strengthe

WY it was good of you o thare in my Croobles. BMarcaver, ad you Philip-
Mans knaow, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when | se1
oul from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving
amdl receiving, excepl you only; "ot even when 1 was in Thessalonica, you
senl me aid more Uhan once when | was in need. VRot that [ desine vour @il
what [ clesire is thal mone be crediied 1o your account. =] have received full
payment and have more than enoagh. | am amply supplied, now that | have
received from Epaphroditas the ghts you sent. They are a fragrant offering. an
spceplabbe sacrilice, pleasing 1o Godl W And my God will meet a1l your meeds
acconding to the rches of his glory kn Christ Jesus,

DT owar Gogd amel Father be ﬂl{l-l'ﬁ' [of ever Al Ever. A,

Fimal Greetings

Hgreet all God's people in Chirist Jesws. The brothers and sisters who are
with mi send groctings. 2240 God's poogle here send vou groetings, especially
those wheo belong o Caesar's household,

iFThe grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spini. Amen.®

1 SuMme mamiscpes do not have e

JESUS:
OUR
HEAD OF ALL
THINGS
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