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do. "Now swear o me here before God
that you will not deal falsely with me or
my children or my descendants, Show to
me and the country where vyou now re-
side a5 o foreigner the same Kindness 1
have shown o you.”

#Abroham said, "1 swear it."

UThen Abraham complained to Abim-
clek about a well of water thot Abime-
lek's servants had seized. ¥But Abimelek
said, “I don't know who has done this,
You did not tell me, and 1 heard about
it only today.”

450 Abraham browught sheep and cat-
tle and gave them to Abimelek, and the
two men made a treaty. 2Abraham set
apart seven ewe lambs from the flock,
Yand Abimelek asked Abrabham, “What
is the meaning of these seven ewe lambs
yvou have set apart by themselves?™

IEHe replicd, “Accept these seven
lambs from my hand as a witness that
I dug this well.”

W50 that place was called Beershe-
ba,® because the two men swore an oath
there.

After the treaty had been made at
Beersheba, Abimelek and Phicol the com:-
mander of his forces returned to the land
of the Philistines, "Abraham planted a
tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and there
he called on the nome of the LORD, the
Eternal God, ¥And Abrahom stayed in
the land of the Philistines for a long time,

Abraham Tested

22 Some time later God tested Abra-
ham. He said to him, "Abraham!”

"Here I om,” he replied.

IThen God said, “Take your son, your
only son, whom vou love — Isanc —ond
go to the region of Morbah. Sacrifice him
ithere as a burnt effering on o mountain
I will show vow,”

*Early the next morning Abraham got
up and loaded his donkey. He took with
him two of his servants and his son [saac.
When he hod cuf enough wood for the
burnt offering, he set out for the place
God had told him about. *On the third
day Abraham looked up and saw the
place in the distance. *He said to his ser-
vants, “Stay here with the donkey while
1 and the boy go over there. We will wor-
ship and then we will come back to youw,”

tAbrahom took the wood {or the burnt
offering and placed it on his son Isaac,

=3 Beersheba con mean well of sever and well of the oath,

and he himself carried the fire and the
knife. As the two of them went on to-
gether, Isaac spoke up and said to his
father Abraham, “Father?”

"Yes, my son?” Abrahom replied.

"The lire and wood are here,” 1saac
said, "but where is the lamb for the
burnt offering?

EAbrohaom answered, "God himself
will provide the lamb for the burnt offer-
ing, my son.” And the two of them went
on together.

“When they reached the place God
had told him about, Abraham built an
altar there and arranged the wood on
it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him
on the altar, on top of the wood. *¥Then
he reached out his hand and ook the
knife to slay his son. "But the angel of
the LORD called out to him from heaven,
"Abraham! Abroham!”™

"Here I am,” he replied.

24D not lay a hand on the boy,” he
said. "D not do anything to him. Now
I know that you fear God, because you
hove not withheld from me your son,
VOUr only son.”

"Aabraham looked up and there in
o thicket he saw a ram® caught by its
horns. He went over and took the ram
and sacrificed it as a burnt offering in-
stead of his son. %S0 Abraham called
that place The LORD Will Provide. And to
this day it is said, “On the mountain of
the LoD it will be provided.”

¥The angel of the LORD called to Abra-
ham {rom heaven a second time "and
said, “1 swear by mysell, declares the
LorD, that because you have done this
and have not withheld your son, your
only son, "I will surely bless you and
make your descendanis as nUmMerous as
the stars in the sky and as the sand on
the seashore. Your descendanis will take
possession of the cities of their enemies,
Hand throwgh your offspring® all nations
on earth will be blessed,” because you
have obeyed me.”

#Then Abraham returned to his ser-
vants, and they set off together for Be-
ersheba. And Abroham staved in Beer-
sheba.

MNahor's Sons

RSome time loter Abraham was tokd,
“mfilkah 15 also o mather: she has borne
sons (o vour brother Nahor: Uz the

¥ 13 Mony manuscripts of the

Masoretic Text, somoaritan Pentateuch, Sepiuoging and Syrioc most manuscripts of the

Masoretic Text a ram bhelvivd him
mae of waur effspring n blesings (fee 45:30)
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Abraham walked an almost impossible path

- as he trudged up the mountain with his san
Isanc. He knew God's character—that he was
Jfor life—but Abraham also carried the burden

of being faithful o what God was asking of him.
As [sanc asked, "Where is the lamb for the burnt
offering?” there must have been anxiety looming
behind his question,

Abraham’s answer? God would provide the lamb.
And indeed, he did.

Abraham’s faith ushered in the beginning of

a people, a nation, and a stage on which the
would someday appear. becoming the

Lamb of God for us all.

This story reveals something powerful. God the
Father did what he prevented Abrabham from
doing. He proved his falthiulness by sacrificing
his own Son [Jesus) 5o we could be ina
relationship with him. That's how much he loves
us, how much he loves you.

Abraham's faith in God's provision was
rewarded, Abmham’s descendants, numerous as
the stars, vast as the sand on the seashore, now
include all those who have placed their trust in
Christ and have been purchased with the blood
of the faithful Lamb of God.

As fnith-filled followers of Jesus, we have the

holy privilege of carrying that blessing to a world
that needs to know God and his faithfulness.

e

Lord, I want io believe you provide. I warnt
to learn_from Abraham'’s_faith. Help me to share
gour blessings with others and proclaim your
Jaithfulness fo those who need (o know. Amern.,

N o o
Recall a time in your life when you had to trust
God for an outcome. How did he provide for

‘you? What did that lesson teach vou about
God's fnlthml.nu_ﬂ -
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o wipe them off the face of the earth'?
Turn from your fierce anger; relent amd
do not bring disaster on vour people.
BRemember your servants Abraham,
Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by
vour own self: ‘T will make your descen-
donts as numerous as the stars in the
sky and I will give your descendants all
this land | promised them, and it will be
their inheritance forever”” “Then the
LorD relented and did not bring on his
people the disaster he had threatened.

BMoses turned and went down the
mountain with the two tablets of the
covenant law in his hands. They were
inscribed on both sides, front and bock.
WThe tablets were the work of God; the
writing was the writing of God, engraved
on the tablets.

Pwhen Joshua heard the noise of
the people shouting, he said to Moses,
"There is the sound of war in the camp.”

BMoses replied:

"It is not the sound of viclory,
it is not the sound of defeat;
it is the sound of singing that 1
hear”

"wWhen Moscés approached the comp
and saw the calf and the doncing, his
anger burped and he threw the tablets
out of his hands, breaking them to piec-
es af the foot of the mountain. *And he
took the call the people had made and
burned it in the fire; then he ground it
to powder, scatiered it on the water and
made the Israelites drink it.

"He said to Aaron, “What did these
people do to you, that you fed them info
such great sin?”

Do net be angry, my lord,” Aaron
answered. "You know how prone these
people are to evil. ZThey said to me,
"Make us gods who will go before us. As
for this [ellow Moses who brought us up
out of Egypt, we don't know what has
happenad to him.' #5a I told them, “Who-
ever has any gold jewelry, take it off.”
Then they gave me the gold, and 1 threw
it into the fire, and out came this calf!”

BMoses saw that the people were run-
ning wild and that Aaron had let them
get out of control and so bécome a
lnughingstock to their enemies. #50 he
stood ot the entrance to the camp and
said, “Whoever is for the LORD, come [o
me." And all the Levites rallied to him.

Then he said to them, "This is what
the Lorp, the God of Israel, says: “Each
man strap o sword to his side. Go back
and forth through the comp from one
end to the other, each killing his broth-

er and friend and neighbor” #¥The Le-
vites did as Moses commanded, and that
day about three thousand of the people
died. *Then Moses said, "You have been
sei apaort fo the LORD today, for you were
against your own sons and brothers, and
he has blessed vou this day”

18The next day Moses said to the peo-
ple, “You have committed a great sim.
But now [ will go up to the LORD; perhaps
1 can make atonement for your sin.”

50 Moses went back to the LoRD and
said, "Oh, what a great sin these people
have committed! They have made them-
selves gods of gold. 2But now, please for-
give their sin — but if not, then blot me
out of the book you have written.”

BThe LORD replied to Moses, "Whoev-
er has sinned against me [ will blot out
of my book. “*Now go, lead the people fo
the place T spoke of, and my angel will
go before you. However, when the time
comes for me to punish, 1 will punish
them for their sin.”

HAnd the LORD struck the people with
a plague because of what they did with
the call Aaron had made.

3 Then the LORD said to Moses,

“Leave this place, you and the
people you brought up out of Egypt, and
go up to the land I promised on cath to
Abraham; Isaac and Jocob, saying, ‘I
will give it to your descendants.” 21 will
send an angel before you and drive out
the Canaanites, Amarites, Hittites, Periz-
Zites, Hivites and Jebusites, "Go up (o the
land Nowing with milk and honey. But |
will not go with vou, because you are a
stiff-necked people and 1 might destroy
you on the way”

“When the people heard these dis-
iressing words, they began [0 mourn
and no one put on any ornaments. "For
the LorD had said to Moses, “Tell the is-
raclites, "You are a stifi-necked people. I
I were to go with you even for a moment,
I might destroy you. Now toke off your
oronaments and [ will decide what to do
with yow.'” #So the Israelites stripped off
their ornaments at Mount Horeb.

The Tent of Meeting

THow Moses used to take a tentl and
pitch it outside the camp some distance
away, calling it the “tent of meeting.”
Anyone inquiring of the Lord would go
to the tent of meeting outside the comp.
sAnd whenever Moses went out 1o the
tent, all the people rose and steod at
the entronces to their tents, watching
Moses until he entered the tent. *As Mo-
ses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud

would come down and stay at the en-
trance, while the LORD spoke with Mo-
se5. "Whenever the people saw the pil-
lar of cloud standing at the entrance o

the tent, they all steed and worshiped,
each at the entrance to their tent. "The
Lorp would speak to Moses face to face,
as one speaks to a friend. Then Moses
would return to the camp, but his young
aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the
ent.

Moses and the Glory of the LORD
UMopses sald to the LOrD, "You have
been telling me, “Lead these people,” but
you have not let me know whom you will
send with me. You have said, ‘1 know you

by name and you have found lavor with

me.” "[f vou are pleased with me, teach
me your ways so I moay know you and
continue to find favor with you. Remem-
ber that this nation is your people.”

The LorD replied, “My Presence will
go with you, and 1 will give you rest.”

¥Then Moses said to him, "I your
Presence does not go with us, do not
send us up from here, *How will anyone
Enow that you are plensed with me and
with your people unless you go with us?
What else will distinguish me and your
people from all the other people on the
tace of the carth?”

7And the LorD said to Moses, *I will do
the very thing you have asked, because
I am pleased with you and [ know you
by nome.”

¥ Then Moses said, “Now show me your
glory.”

WAnd the Lorp said, *1 will cause all
my goodness to pass In front of you,
and I will proclaim my name, the LoRD,
in your presence. I will have mercy on
whiom I will have mercy, and 1 will have
compassion on whom I will have com-

Jpassion. ©But,” he said, "you connot

e my lace, for no one may see me and
live,"

#Then the LORD said, "There is a place
near me where you may stand on o rocl.
When my glory passes by, 1will put you
in a cleft in the rock and cover vou with
my hand until I have passed by, 2Then
I will remove my hand and you will see
my back; but my face must not be seen.”

The New Stone Tablets

3 The LoD said to Moses, “Chisel
out two stone tablets like the st

ones, and [ will write on them the words

that were on the first tablets, which you

broke, 2Be ready in the morning, and
then come up on Mount 5inai Present
yvourself to me there on top of the moun-
tain. *No one is to come with you or be
seen anywhere on the mountain; not
even the flocks and herds may graze in
front of the mountain.”

50 Moses chiseled out two stone tab-
lets like the first ones and went up Mount
Sinai early in the morning, as the LORD
hod commanded him; and be carried
the two stone tablets in his hands. *Then
the LorD came down in the cloud and
stood there with him and proclaimed
his name, the LorD. #And he passed in
front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD,
the LORD, the compassionate and gra-
cious God, slow to anger, abounding in
fove and faithfulness, "maintaining love
to thousands, and forgiving wickedness,
rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave
the guilty unpunished; he punishes the
children and their children for the sin of
the parents to the third and fourth gen-
eration.”

IMoses bowed to the ground at once
and worshiped. *“Lord,” he said, “if |
have found favor in your eyes, then let
the Lord go with us. Although this is a
stifi-necked people, forgive our wicked-
ness and our sin, and toke us as your in-
heritance.”

18Then the LokD said: 1 am making a
covenant with you, Before all your peo-
ple 1 will do wonders never before done
in any nation in all the world. The people
you live among will see how awesome
is the work that I, the LorDp, will do for
you. "Obey what | command you today.
I will drive out before you the Amorites,
Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites
and Jebusites. 8¢ careful not to make
a treaty with those who live in the land
where you are going, of they will be a
snare among you, "Break down their al-
tars, smash their socred stones and cut
down their Asherah poles.® “Do not wor-
ship any other god, for the LORD, whose
nome is Jealous, is a jealous God.

" Be careful not to make o treaty with
those who live in the land; for when they
prostitute themselves to their gods and
sacrifice to them, they will invite you
and vou will cat their sacrifices. " And
when you choose some of their daugh-
ters as wives for vour sons and those
daughters prostituie themselves to their
gods, they will lead your sons to do the
same.

™ Do not make any idols.

13 That s, wooden symbols of the goddess Ashenah
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W They sowed fields and planted
vineyards
that vielded a fruitful harvest;
% he blessed them, and thelr numbers
greatly increased,
and he did not let their herds
dirminish.

#Then their numbers decreased, and
they were humbled
by oppression, calamity and
SOTTOW;
@ he who pours confempt on nobles
made them wander in a trackless
waste,
4 But he lifted the needy out of their
affliction
and increased their families like
flocks.
2 The upright see and rejoice,
but all the wicked shut their
mouths,

#“Let the one who is wise heed these
things
and ponder the loving deeds of the
LORD.

Psalm 108¢

A soeng. A psalo of David

I My heart, O God, 15 steadfast:
I will sing and make music with all
my soul.
f Awake, horp and lyre!
I will awaken the dawn.
I will praise you, LORD, among the
nations;
I will sing of vou among the
peoples.
tForgreat is your love, higher than the
heavens;
vour faithfulness reaches to the
skics.
e exalted, O God, above the heavens;
let vour glory be over all the earth.

#5ave us and help us with your right
homd,
that those you love may be
delivered.
TGod has spoken from his sanctuary:
“In triumph I will parcel out
Shechem
and measure off the Valley of
Sukkoth.
! Gilead is mine, Manasseh is mine;
Ephraim is my helmet,
Judah 1s my scepter.
*Moab is my washbasin,
on Edom [ toss my sandal;
over Philistia I shout in triumph.”

* In Hebrew 1exis 1W08:1-13 iF numbered 108:2-1.

WWho will bring me to the fortified city?
Who will lead me to Edom?
15 it not you, God, you who have
rejected us
and no longer go out with our
armies?
2Give us aid against the enemy,
for human help is worthless.
"With God we will gain the victory,
and he will trample down our
enemies.

Psalm 109
For the divector of music. Of Dawid. A psalin,

1My God, whom I praise,
do not remain silent,
or people who are wicked and
deceitful
have opened their mouths against
Ime;
they have spoken against me with
Iving tongues.
"With words of hatred they surround
me;
they attack me without cause,
*In return for my friendship they
ACcuse me,
but 1 am a man ol prayer.
IThey repay me evil for good,
and hatred lor my fricndship.

& Appoint someone evil to oppose my
ETeMmY;
let an accuser stand at his right
hamnd.
"When he is tried, let him be found
guilty,
and may his prayers condemn him.
EMay his days be few;
may another take his place of
leadership.
#May his children be fatherless
and his wife a widow.
Moy his children be wandering
begoars;
may they be driven® from their
ruined hames.
Moy a creditor seize all he has;
may strangers plunder the fruits of
his labor.
2May no one extend kindness to him
or take pity on his fatherless
children.
" May his descendants be cut off,
their names blotted out from the
next generation.
“May the iniquity of his fathers be
remembered before the LORD;
may the sin of his mother never be
blotted out.

"10 Sepruagint; Hebrew sougiht

= Moy thelr sins always remain before
the LORD,
that he may blot out their name
from the earth.

1% For he never thought of doing a
kindness,
but hounded to death the poor
and the necdy and the
brokenhearted.
7 He fowved to pronounce o curse —
may it come back on him
He found no pleasure in blessing —
may it be far from him.
" He wore cursing as his garment;
it entered into his body like water,
into his bones like oil.
W Moy it be like a clook wrapped about
him,
like a belt tied forever oround him.
0 May this be the LORD's payment to my
(CCUSEers,
o those who speak evil of me.

I Eut yvou, Sovereign LoRD,
help me for your name’s sake;
ot of the goodness of your love,
deliver me.
# For | am poor and needy,
and my heart is wounded within me.
11 fade away like an evening shadow;
I am shaken off like a locust.
# My knees give way from fasting;
my body is thin and gaunt.
%1 am an object of scom o my accusers;
when they see me, they shake their
heads.

% Help me, LORD my God;
save me according tovour
unfailing love.
HLet them know that it is vour hand,
that you, LORD, have done it
#While they curse, may you bless;
may those who attack me be put o
shome,
but may your servant rejoice.
B May my accusers be clothed with
disgrace
and wrapped in shame as in a doak.

wwith my mouth [ will greatly extol
the LORD;
in the great throng of worshipers 1
will praise him.
¥ For he stands at the right hand of the

needy,
to save their lives from those who
would condemn them.

1 Or Lord
it piowr right hand, Logb

¥ 3 The meoning of the Hebrew for this sentence is wncertain.

Psalm 1o
Of Davidd, A psalm,
1The LORD says to my lord:®

“5it ot my right hand
until I make your enemies
o footstoo] for your feet.”

*The LorD will extend your mighty
scepler (rom Zion, saying,
"Rule in the midst of vour
enemies!”
YYour troops will be willing
on your day of battle.
Arraved in holy splendor,
your young men will come to you
like dew from the mornings womb.”

tThe LoD has sworn
and will not change his mind:
“You are a priest forever,
in the order of Melchizedel.”

iThe Lord is at your right hand®;
hie will crush kings on the day of his
wrath.
#He will judge the nations, heaping up
the dead
and crushing the rulers of the
whole earth.
THe will drink from a brook along the
way,”
and so he witl lift his head high.

Psalm m*
1Praise the Lorn.!

I will extol the LogD with all my heart
in the council of the upright and in
the assembly.

IGreat are the works of the LoRD;
they are pondered by all who
delight in them.
Gloriows and majestic are his deeds,
and his righteousness endures
forever.
*He has coused his wonders to be
remembered;
the LORD is gracious and
compassionate.
iHe provides food for those who {ear
him;
he remembers his covenant forever.
#He has shown his people the power of
his works,
giving them the londs of other
nations.

E5 Or My lord =

47 The meaning of the Hebrew for this clouse is uncenain. — * This

pealm is an ocrostic poem, the lines of which beqin with the swaccessive letiers of the Hebrew

alphabet. 71 Hebrew Halleli Yok

595 <o PSALM TG



	9780310456971_Genesis
	9780310456971_Exodus
	9780310456971_Interior

