
 WHAT TO LOOK  

 FOR IN LUKE: 
�

 WHEN WAS IT WRITTEN? �

 TO WHOM WAS IT  

 WRITTEN AND WHY? 
�

 WHO WROTE THIS BOOK? �

 WHY READ THIS BOOK? �

Luke
I N T R O D U C T I O N

Does this book offer anything that can’t be found in the other Gospels? Yes, 
it offers plenty. Just as a witness at a trial does more than confirm the story 
of another witness, Luke expands the story of  Jesus. You’ll gain new infor-
mation from Luke and see  Jesus from a new perspective. Of all the Gospel 
writers, Luke gives us the greatest variety of teaching, parables and events 
from the life of  Jesus.

Luke, a companion of the apostle Paul, also wrote Acts. He was probably a 
Gentile and a medical doctor.

Luke wrote to Theophilus, probably a Gentile who was either a new believer 
or someone seeking to learn about  Jesus. Theophilus means “lover of God,” 
leading some to think the book was originally written to a general audience 
of  people who loved God. Luke hoped Theophilus and other readers would 
learn that God’s love reaches beyond the Jews to the entire world.

Possibly AD 59 to 63, although some think it may have been written 15 to 
20 years later.

Watch for ways that Luke elaborates on the accounts of Matthew and Mark. 
You’ll find new information here —  more stories about  Jesus’ birth, for exam-
ple, and the parable of the Good Samaritan. You’ll also see Luke’s personal 
perspective in the incidents he included —  stories, for instance, that demon-
strate  Jesus’ interest in the non-Jewish world and the poor.

WHEN DID THESE THINGS HAPPEN? 10 BC AD 1 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

 HEROD THE GREAT’S REIGN (C. 37 – 4 BC) 

  JESUS’ BIRTH (C. 6/5 BC) 

  JESUS’ FLIGHT TO EGYPT (C. 5/4 BC) 

  JESUS’ VISIT TO THE TEMPLE (C. AD 7/8) 

 BEGINNING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST’S MINISTRY (C. AD 26) 

 BEGINNING OF  JESUS’ MINISTRY (C. AD 26) 

  JESUS’ DEATH, RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION (C. AD 30) 

 PAUL’S CONVERSION (C. AD 35) 

 BOOK OF LUKE WRITTEN (C. AD 59 – 63) 

THE LAST WEEK

EVENT PLACE DAY OF 
THE WEEK MATTHEW MARK LUKE JOHN

Jesus comes to Jerusalem as King Jerusalem Sunday 21:1–11 11:1–11 19:29–44 12:12–19

Jesus curses the fig tree Jerusalem Monday 21:18–22 11:12–14

Jesus clears the temple Jerusalem Monday 21:12–13 11:15–18 19:45–48

The authority of Jesus questioned Jerusalem Tuesday 21:23–27 11:27–33 20:1–8

Jesus teaches in the temple Jerusalem Tuesday 21:28—23:39 12:1–44 20:9—21:4

Jesus’ feet anointed Bethany Tuesday 26:6–13 14:3–9 12:2–11

The plot against Jesus Jerusalem Wednesday 26:14–16 14:10–11 22:3–6

The Last Supper Jerusalem Thursday 26:17–29 14:12–25 22:7–38 13:1–38

Jesus comforts his disciples Jerusalem Thursday 14:1—16:33

Jesus’ high priestly prayer Jerusalem Thursday 17:1–26

Gethsemane Jerusalem Thursday 26:36–46 14:32–42 22:40–46

Jesus’ arrest and trial Jerusalem Friday 26:47—27:26 14:43—15:15 22:47—23:25 18:2—19:16

Jesus’ crucifixion and death Golgotha Friday 27:27–56 15:16–41 23:26–49 19:17–37

The burial of Jesus Garden tomb Friday 27:57–66 15:42–47 23:50–56 19:38–42

RESURRECTION APPEARANCES

APPEARANCE PLACE TIME MATTHEW MARK LUKE JOHN ACTS 1CO

[The empty tomb Jerusalem Resurrection 
Sunday

28:1–8 16:1–8 24:1–12 20:1–10]

To Mary Magdalene in the 
garden

Jerusalem Resurrection 
Sunday

16:9–11 20:11–18

To other women Jerusalem Resurrection 
Sunday

28:9–10

To two people going to 
Emmaus

Road to 
Emmaus

Resurrection 
Sunday

16:12–13 24:13–32

To Peter Jerusalem Resurrection 
Sunday

24:34 15:5

To the ten disciples in the 
upper room

Jerusalem Resurrection 
Sunday

24:36–43 20:19–25

To the 11 disciples in the 
upper room

Jerusalem Following 
Sunday

16:14 20:26–31 15:5

To seven disciples fishing Sea of Galilee Some time later 21:1–23

To the 11 disciples on a 
mountain

Galilee Some time later 28:16–20 16:15–18

To more than 500 hundred Unknown Some time later 15:6

To James Unknown Some time later 15:7

To his disciples at his 
ascension

Mount of 
Olives

40 days 
after Jesus’ 
resurrection

24:36–51 1:3–9

To Paul Damascus Several years 
later

9:1–19
22:3–16
26:9–18

9:1
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WHO WAS THEOPHILUS? (1:3)
See Introduction: To whom was it written 
and why? (p. 1497).

WHO WAS THIS HEROD? (1:5)
This was Herod the Great, who ruled Judea 
(one of the regions then in Israel) from 37 to 
4 BC. See Who was King Herod? (Mt 2:1; p. 
1412).

HOW WERE PRIESTS DIVIDED INTO 
GROUPS? (1:5)
There were 24 divisions of priests (1Ch 24:1 – 4). 
Each division served twice a year at the temple 
for a week at a time. Given the distribution of 
labor, a priest like Zechariah would likely have 
prepared the sacrifice only once in his career.

WHY CAST LOTS? (1:9)
The ancient Jewish commentary on the Law, 
called the Talmud, tells us about casting lots. 
Casting lots could be compared to throwing 
dice. Though we can’t be sure what method 
was used, we know the Jews did not view it as 
a random action depending merely on chance. 
They believed God sovereignly directed the 
event, and they trusted him to reveal his pur-
poses through the casting of the lots. See How 
did God work through such an arbitrary pro-
cess? (Pr 18:18; p. 934).

WHY WAS JOHN SUPPOSED TO ABSTAIN 
FROM WINE? (1:15)
Abstaining from wine showed his special 
dedication to God. It did not make him more 
spiritual or holy, but it was a sign that he was 
totally focused on God. See What was a Naz-
irite? (Nu 6:2; p. 196).

HOW COULD A BABY BE FILLED WITH 
THE HOLY SPIRIT? (1:15)
Zechariah would have understood this prom-
ise from a Jewish point of view, not as we 
understand it from a New Testament point 
of view. We know that the Spirit is offered to 
those who repent and turn to the Lord (Ac 
2:38), and we wonder how this could be the 
case for a newborn baby. But Zechariah saw 
this as an announcement that the Spirit would 
come as God’s call to his son, anointing him 
for a prophetic assignment. As with that of 
Jeremiah (Jer 1:5), John’s ministry was sover-
eignly directed by God even before his birth 
(Lk 1:41,44).

WHO IS GABRIEL? (1:19)
He is one of only two angels mentioned by 
name in the Bible (Da 8:15 – 27; 9:20 – 27). Mi-
chael (Da 10:13,21; 12:1; Jude 9; Rev 12:7) is the 
other. Gabriel means “God is my hero/warrior.”

WHY DID GOD MAKE ZECHARIAH MUTE? 
(1:20)
This was apparently a mild rebuke for his lack 
of faith. Since he could not grasp what God was 
doing, he was given a period of silent reflection 
that lasted until the child was born. Zechariah, 
though a righ teous man, still needed to learn 
to trust God for what he deemed the impos-
sible. His inability to speak was a supernatural 
sign that undoubtedly increased his faith and 
helped him believe that God’s promise of a 
child would come to pass.

HOW WAS MARY HIGHLY FAVORED? 
(1:28)
God chose Mary for a special assignment, 
and Mary humbly accepted the call (v. 38). 
She knew her assignment was based on God’s 
grace to her, not on her merit. Later  Jesus said 
that those who hear God’s Word and obey it 
are even more blessed than Mary (11:27 – 28). 
In that respect, we all are highly favored by the 
Lord, because he calls each of us to a special 
purpose in his kingdom. We are blessed when 
we, like Mary, surrender to his will and obey 
his call.

WHY NAME THE CHILD JESUS? (1:31)
The name  Jesus was a sign that God would 
save his  people from their sins (Mt 1:21). Its Old 
Testament form was Yeshua or Joshua, mean-
ing “Yahweh is salvation.”

WAS JESUS A COMMON NAME IN THOSE 
DAYS? (1:31)
Yes.  Jesus was a very common Jewish name 
in the first century. The Jewish historian Jo-
sephus mentioned more than a dozen  people 
with that name, and approximately 100 tombs 
have been discovered in Jerusalem inscribed 
with the name  Jesus.

WHY DID MARY LEAVE HOME AFTER THE 
ANGEL’S VISIT? (1:39 – 40)
She went to help Elizabeth, her elder relative, 
who was in her last months of pregnancy. Giv-
en her age, Elizabeth’s pregnancy may have 
presented some complications, and Mary could 
have assisted her. Elizabeth was already six 
months pregnant when Mary heard the news 
(v. 36), and since Mary stayed with Elizabeth 
about three months (v. 56), she likely stayed 
until Elizabeth gave birth.

HOW MUCH DID MARY KNOW ABOUT 
JESUS? (1:46 – 55)
Mary was told that  Jesus would be called the 
Son of the Most High, the Messiah (vv. 31 – 35). 
But the incident recorded in 2:41 – 52 indicates 
that she didn’t realize  Jesus was God in hu-
man flesh.

WAS MARY BOASTING? (1:48)
No. She was filled with wonder that she —  poor, 
young and female —  could be used by God for 
an eternal purpose. Sinful pride would prob-
ably have caused her to refuse God’s call to 
serve or to claim credit for what God had done. 
But Mary joyfully and gratefully praised God.

I NTRO D U C T I O N

1 Many have un der tak en to draw up an ac count of the  things that 

have been ful filled a  among us, 2 just as they were hand ed down 

to us by  those who from the  first were eye wit ness es and ser vants of 

the word. 3 With this in mind,  since I my self have care ful ly in ves-

ti gat ed ev ery thing from the be gin ning, I too de cid ed to  write an 

or der ly ac count for you, most ex cel lent The oph i lus, 4 so that you 

may know the cer tain ty of the  things you have been taught.

TH E  B I R TH  O F  J O H N TH E  BA P T I ST 
FO R E TO LD

5 In the time of Her od king of Ju dea  there was a  priest  named 

Zech a ri ah, who be longed to the priest ly di vi sion of Abi jah; his 

wife Eliz a beth was also a de scen dant of Aar on. 6 Both of them were 

righ teous in the  sight of God, ob serv ing all the  Lord’s com mands 

and de crees blame less ly. 7 But they were child less be cause Eliz a-

beth was not able to con ceive, and they were both very old.
8 Once when Zech a ri ah’s di vi sion was on duty and he was serv-

ing as  priest be fore God, 9 he was cho sen by lot, ac cord ing to the 

cus tom of the priest hood, to go into the tem ple of the Lord and 

burn in cense. 10 And when the time for the burn ing of in cense 

came, all the as sem bled wor ship ers were pray ing out side.
11 Then an an gel of the Lord ap peared to him, stand ing at the 

 right side of the al tar of in cense. 12 When Zech a ri ah saw him, he 

was star tled and was  gripped with fear. 13 But the an gel said to him: 

“Do not be  afraid, Zech a ri ah; your  prayer has been  heard. Your wife 

Eliz a beth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John. 14 He 

will be a joy and de light to you, and many will re joice be cause of his 

 birth, 15 for he will be  great in the  sight of the Lord. He is nev er to 

take wine or oth er fer ment ed  drink, and he will be  filled with the 

Holy Spir it even be fore he is born. 16 He will  bring back many of the 

peo ple of Is ra el to the Lord  their God. 17 And he will go on be fore 

the Lord, in the spir it and pow er of Eli jah, to turn the  hearts of the 

par ents to  their chil dren and the dis obe di ent to the wis dom of the 

righ teous —  to make  ready a peo ple pre pared for the Lord.”
18 Zech a ri ah  asked the an gel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an 

old man and my wife is well  along in years.”
19 The an gel said to him, “I am Ga bri el. I  stand in the pres ence of 

God, and I have been sent to  speak to you and to tell you this good 

news. 20 And now you will be si lent and not able to  speak un til the 

day this hap pens, be cause you did not be lieve my  words,  which will 

come true at  their ap point ed time.”
21 Mean while, the peo ple were wait ing for Zech a ri ah and won-

der ing why he  stayed so long in the tem ple. 22 When he came out, 

he  could not  speak to them. They re al ized he had seen a vi sion in 

the tem ple, for he kept mak ing  signs to them but re mained un able 

to speak.
23 When his time of ser vice was com plet ed, he re turned home. 

24 Af ter this his wife Eliz a beth be came preg nant and for five 

 months re mained in se clu sion. 25 “The Lord has done this for me,” 

she said. “In  these days he has  shown his fa vor and tak en away my 

dis grace  among the peo ple.”

TH E  B I RTH  O F  J E S U S  FO R E TO LD
26 In the  sixth  month of Eliz a beth’s preg nan cy, God sent the an-

gel Ga bri el to Naz a reth, a town in Gal i lee, 27 to a vir gin  pledged 

to be mar ried to a man  named Jo seph, a de scen dant of Da vid. The 

vir gin’s name was Mary. 28 The an gel went to her and said, “Greet-

ings, you who are high ly fa vored! The Lord is with you.”
29 Mary was great ly trou bled at his  words and won dered what 

kind of greet ing this  might be. 30 But the an gel said to her, “Do 

not be  afraid, Mary; you have  found fa vor with God. 31 You will 

con ceive and give  birth to a son, and you are to call him  Jesus. 
32 He will be  great and will be  called the Son of the Most High. 

The Lord God will give him the  throne of his fa ther Da vid, 33 and 

he will  reign over Ja cob’s de scen dants for ev er; his king dom will 

nev er end.”
34 “How will this be,” Mary  asked the an gel, “since I am a vir-

gin?”
35 The an gel an swered, “The Holy Spir it will come on you, and 

the pow er of the Most High will over shad ow you. So the holy one 

to be born will be  called a the Son of God. 36 Even Eliz a beth your 

rel a tive is go ing to have a  child in her old age, and she who was said 

to be un able to con ceive is in her  sixth  month. 37 For no word from 

God will ever fail.”
38 “I am the  Lord’s ser vant,” Mary an swered. “May your word to 

me be ful filled.” Then the an gel left her.

M A RY  V I S I TS  E L I Z A B E TH
39 At that time Mary got  ready and hur ried to a town in the hill 

coun try of Ju dea, 40 where she en tered Zech a ri ah’s home and greet-

ed Eliz a beth. 41 When Eliz a beth  heard  Mary’s greet ing, the baby 

 leaped in her womb, and Eliz a beth was  filled with the Holy Spir it. 
42 In a loud  voice she ex claimed: “Blessed are you  among wom en, 

and  blessed is the  child you will bear! 43 But why am I so fa vored, 

that the moth er of my Lord  should come to me? 44 As soon as the 

 sound of your greet ing  reached my ears, the baby in my womb 

 leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has be lieved that the Lord 

 would ful fill his prom is es to her!”

M A RY ’ S  S O N G
46 And Mary said:

  “My soul glorifies the Lord

 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

 48 for he has been mindful

  of the humble state of his servant.

  From now on all generations will call me blessed,

 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me —  

  holy is his name.

 50 His mercy extends to those who fear him,

  from generation to generation.

 51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;

  he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost 

thoughts.

a 1 Or been surely believed    a 35 Or So the child to be born will be called holy,    

1 4 9 8 1 4 9 9L U K E  1 : 5 1L U K E  1 : 1
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WHY DID JOHN LIVE IN THE 
WILDERNESS? (1:80)
The harsh climate may have helped to focus 
his attention on God. Being separated from 
the economic and political powers of his day 
allowed him to speak his words of judgment 
more freely. His chosen lifestyle also clearly 
distinguished him from other religious leaders 
who enjoyed living near the halls of power.

WHEN WAS JESUS BORN? (2:1 – 2)
Perhaps a year or so before Herod the Great’s 
death in 4 BC (Mt 2:19), but it’s difficult to say 
for certain. The actual date of  Jesus’ birth was 
not discussed until the fourth century, and that 
delay has lead to some uncertainty. Also, the 
Italian monk who devised the Chris tian calen-
dar complicated matters by making a miscalcu-
lation. And confusion also exists because the 
only census during the time of Quirinius as yet 
found in other historical sources occurred too 
late (AD 6) to be the first census mentioned 
here. Some suggest that Quirinius was possi-
bly in office for two terms —  first in 6 – 4 BC and 
then again in AD 6 – 9 —  with a census associ-
ated with each term. The census mentioned 
here would then refer to the first census; Acts 
5:37 would refer to the second.

WHAT’S THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
JOSEPH’S LINEAGE? (2:4)
The Old Testament prophets foretold that the 
Messiah would be a descendant of King David’s 
royal family (Isa 11:1; Eze 37:24; Hos 3:5). See 
How has David’s house and kingdom endured 
forever? (2Sa 7:16; p. 432).

JESUS IS BORN (2:4 – 7)
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WHY WAS CIRCUMCISION SO IMPORTANT 
FOR THE JEWS? (1:59)
God instituted circumcision to signify his cov-
enant with Abraham, the father of the Jew-
ish  people. Circumcision indicated that the 
parents were giving their child to God, and it 
signified that the child would be committed to 
and serve God alone. Cutting off the foreskin il-
lustrated severing the infant’s identity with the 
world. See the article Why did God command 
circumcision? (Ge 17:10; p. 23).

WHY DID THEY MAKE SIGNS TO 
ZECHARIAH? (1:62)
Zechariah may have been deaf as well as mute, 
a detail not included earlier in God’s judgment 
through Gabriel (v. 20). Had Zechariah been 
able to hear, the neighbors and relatives could 
have asked him the question, and he could 
have written out his answer.

IN WHAT WAYS WAS JOHN A PROPHET? 
(1:76)
John was a prophet in that he both proclaimed 
God’s message (“forth telling”) and predicted 
what God was going to do in the future (“fore-
telling”). John called  people to repentance 
in light of God’s coming judgment and the 
imminent arrival of the Messiah (3:1 – 18; Mt 
3:1 – 12; Mk 1:1 – 8). He also fulfilled the end-time 
role of the prophet Elijah as the messenger
who would prepare the way for the Lord (Isa 
40:1 – 3; Mal 3:1; 4:5 – 6).

77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation

  through the forgiveness of their sins,
78 because of the tender mercy of our God,

  by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven
79 to shine on those living in darkness

  and in the shadow of death,

  to guide our feet into the path of peace.”

80 And the  child grew and be came  strong in spir it a; and he  lived 

in the wil der ness un til he ap peared pub lic ly to Is ra el.

TH E  B I RTH  O F  J E S U S

2 In  those days Cae sar Au gus tus is sued a de cree that a cen sus 

 should be tak en of the en tire Ro man  world. 2 (This was the 

 first cen sus that took  place  while b Qui rin i us was gov er nor of Syr ia.) 
3 And ev ery one went to  their own town to reg is ter.

4 So Jo seph also went up from the town of Naz a reth in Gal i lee to 

Ju dea, to Beth le hem the town of Da vid, be cause he be longed to the 

 house and line of Da vid. 5 He went  there to reg is ter with Mary, who 

was  pledged to be mar ried to him and was ex pect ing a  child. 6 While 

they were  there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave 

 birth to her first born, a son. She  wrapped him in  cloths and  placed 

him in a man ger, be cause  there was no  guest room avail able for them.
8 And  there were shep herds liv ing out in the  fields near by, keep-

ing  watch over  their  f locks at  night. 9 An an gel of the Lord ap-

peared to them, and the glo ry of the Lord  shone  around them, and 

they were ter ri fied. 10 But the an gel said to them, “Do not be  afraid. 

I  bring you good news that will cause  great joy for all the peo ple. 
11 To day in the town of Da vid a Sav ior has been born to you; he is 

the Mes si ah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a 

baby  wrapped in  cloths and ly ing in a man ger.”
13 Sud den ly a  great com pa ny of the heav en ly host ap peared with 

the an gel, prais ing God and say ing,

 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,

  and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15 When the an gels had left them and gone into heav en, the 

shep herds said to one an oth er, “Let’s go to Beth le hem and see this 

 thing that has hap pened,  which the Lord has told us about.”

52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones

  but has lifted up the humble.
53 He has filled the hungry with good things

  but has sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,

  remembering to be merciful
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever,

  just as he promised our ancestors.”

56 Mary  stayed with Eliz a beth for  about  three  months and then 

re turned home.

TH E  B I R TH  O F  J O H N TH E  BA P T I ST
57 When it was time for Eliz a beth to have her baby, she gave 

 birth to a son. 58 Her neigh bors and rel a tives  heard that the Lord 

had  shown her  great mer cy, and they  shared her joy.
59 On the  eighth day they came to cir cum cise the  child, and they 

were go ing to name him af ter his fa ther Zech a ri ah, 60 but his moth-

er  spoke up and said, “No! He is to be  called John.”
61 They said to her, “There is no one  among your rel a tives who 

has that name.”
62 Then they made  signs to his fa ther, to find out what he  would 

like to name the  child. 63 He  asked for a writ ing tab let, and to ev-

ery one’s as ton ish ment he  wrote, “His name is John.” 64 Im me di ate ly 

his  mouth was  opened and his  tongue set free, and he be gan to 

 speak, prais ing God. 65 All the neigh bors were  filled with awe, and 

through out the hill coun try of Ju dea peo ple were talk ing  about all 

 these  things. 66 Ev ery one who  heard this won dered  about it, ask-

ing, “What then is this  child go ing to be?” For the  Lord’s hand 

was with him.

Z EC H AR IAH ’ S  SO N G
67 His fa ther Zech a ri ah was  filled with the Holy Spir it and 

proph e sied:

 68 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,

  because he has come to his people and redeemed them.

 69 He has raised up a horn a of salvation for us

  in the house of his servant David

 70 (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),

 71 salvation from our enemies

  and from the hand of all who hate us —  

 72 to show mercy to our ancestors

  and to remember his holy covenant,

 73 the oath he swore to our father Abraham:

 74 to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,

  and to enable us to serve him without fear

 75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.

 76 And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most 

High;

  for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for 

him,

December 25 was the date on which the Romans celebrated the birth of the sun god. After the Roman emperor Constantine 
converted to Chris tian ity in AD 312, he combined the worship of the sun god with the worship of Christ  Jesus. Chris tian leaders 
accepted that and saw the “Christ-mass” celebration as a vital part of the process of converting pagans.

But our celebration of Christmas goes much deeper than the date on which we observe it. The first Christmas did not 
celebrate a date but a supremely important event —  the appearance of Israel’s promised Messiah and the Lord of the nations. 
Early Chris tians didn’t know any more than we do the specific night the angels sang and the baby cried. A few believers tried 
to calculate the date, but most differed with each other.

This much we know: As early as the second century, Chris tians used January 6 to celebrate  Jesus’ appearance at the 
Jordan River and his baptism by John. Sometime later they expanded this festival to include  Jesus’ birth. Chris tians called it 
Epiphany, or manifestation. So, although the exact date is unknown, the celebration of the “first” Christmas was not pagan; it 
was a celebration of the Word made flesh.

IS  THE CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS PAGAN? (2:8 –  10)

a 80 Or in the Spirit    b 2 Or This census took place before    

a 69 Horn here symbolizes a strong king.    
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WERE JOSEPH AND MARY CARELESS 
PARENTS? (2:44)
Probably not, given the expectations of their 
society. They apparently trusted a normally re-
sponsible  Jesus to be with friends or relatives. 
Some scholars, observing later customs of 
the Middle East, suggest that the women and 
children traveled separately from the men. If 
so, each parent could have assumed that their 
12-year-old son was with the other.

WHY DID MARY CALL JOSEPH JESUS’ 
FATHER? (2:48)
Joseph functioned as a father to  Jesus, so the 
title was appropriate on a human level. The 
contrast  Jesus made in speaking about his in-
volvement with the things of his heavenly Fa-
ther shows how clearly  Jesus saw his mission 
and his unique relationship to God.

WHAT YEAR WAS THIS? (3:1 – 2)
Opinions vary, but a good case can be made 
for AD 25 or 26. If  Jesus was crucified in AD 
30, this date would allow time for his ministry 
of a little over three years and time enough for 
John to precede  Jesus with his own ministry.

LINK (3:2 – 9) PREPARE THE WAY FOR 
THE LORD
See Matthew 3:1 – 12; Mark 1:2 – 8.

DID JOHN PREACH THAT SINS WERE 
FORGIVEN BY BAPTISM? (3:3)
John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. 
It did not bring about salvation any more than 
sacrifices did in the Old Testament. The ritual 
served only to illustrate the  people’s change 
of heart, which included sorrow for sin and 
a determination to lead a holy life. It also in-
dicated their readiness for the Messiah, who 
would bring forgiveness (1:76 – 79). See Does 
baptism save us? (1Pe 3:21; p. 1794).

HOW DID JOHN FULFILL ISAIAH’S 
PROPHECY? (3:4 – 6)
John the Baptist “prepared the way” for the 
coming Messiah, much as citizens of his day 
prepared for the coming of a great leader —  re-
pairing the roads and cleaning up the towns 
in anticipation of their royal guest. John pre-
pared the hearts of the  people, removing ob-
stacles, or barriers, to receiving the Messiah 
and his message of the kingdom of God. John 
declared that repentance is necessary to pre-
pare the way for  Jesus the Messiah. See Isaiah 
57:14 – 15.

WHY WAS THE BIRTH OF JESUS 
ANNOUNCED TO SHEPHERDS? (2:8 – 12)
Perhaps the common shepherds were more re-
ceptive to the coming of the Messiah than, say, 
the religious leaders in Jerusalem. The more 
orthodox members of society despised shep-
herds for being unclean by strict ceremonial 
standards. Shepherds had a reputation for be-
ing untrustworthy; a shepherd’s testimony was 
not valid for legal matters. Yet God chose them 
to be the first witnesses to the birth of  Jesus 
(vv. 17 – 18)! Shepherds may have been chosen 
because they represented all who needed 
cleansing; that cleansing was now available to 
even the lowliest  people.

WHY DID THEY PERFORM THESE 
CEREMONIES FOR PARENTS AND 
INFANTS? (2:21 – 24)
These ceremonies were required by the Law of 
the Lord (v. 39). Jewish families went through 
at least three ceremonies after the birth of 
a firstborn son. (1) Circumcision. As a sign of 
the covenant between God and the Jewish 
 people, each Hebrew boy was circumcised on 
the eighth day after his birth (Lev 12:3). (2) 
Redemption of the firstborn. Each firstborn 
son was presented to God a month after his 
birth —  a dedication acknowledging that he be-
longed to God. The parents would redeem, or 
“repurchase,” the child by giving a sacrificial 
offering in his place (Ex 13:2,11 – 16). (3) Purifica-
tion of the mother. For 40 days following the 
birth of a son (80 days following the birth of 
a daughter), a mother was considered unclean 
(Lev 12:2 – 5). At the end of this ritual impurity, 
a sacrifice was offered as part of her cleansing 
process (Lev 12:6 – 8). See Why would a good 
thing like giving birth require purification? 
(Lev 12:4; p. 157).

WHAT WAS THE CONSOLATION OF 
ISRAEL? (2:25)
This phrase refers to the Old Testament hope 
in a Messiah who would finally and decisively 
deliver Israel from their political bondage to 
other nations. Zechariah had earlier expressed 
this same hope (1:68 – 75).

WAS IT COMMON TO THINK OF THE 
MESSIAH AS BEING FOR THE GENTILES 
AS WELL AS FOR THE JEWS? (2:32)
This was unusual but not unprecedented. Isa-
iah had earlier looked forward to the day when 
nations from around the world would come 
and worship God in Jerusalem (Isa 2:2 – 4; 
42:6; 49:6). Later, the idea that Gentiles would 
receive God’s blessings without having to be-
come Jews was called a mystery (Eph 3:1 – 6).

TH E  B OY  J E S U S  AT  TH E  TE M PLE
41 Ev ery year  Jesus’ par ents went to Je ru sa lem for the Fes ti val 

of the Pass over. 42 When he was  twelve  years old, they went up 

to the fes ti val, ac cord ing to the cus tom. 43 Af ter the fes ti val was 

over,  while his par ents were re turn ing home, the boy  Jesus  stayed 

be hind in Je ru sa lem, but they were un aware of it. 44 Think ing he 

was in  their com pa ny, they trav eled on for a day. Then they be gan 

look ing for him  among  their rel a tives and  friends. 45 When they did 

not find him, they went back to Je ru sa lem to look for him. 46 Af ter 

 three days they  found him in the tem ple  courts, sit ting  among the 

teach ers, lis ten ing to them and ask ing them ques tions. 47 Ev ery one 

who  heard him was  amazed at his un der stand ing and his an swers. 
48 When his par ents saw him, they were as ton ished. His moth er 

said to him, “Son, why have you treat ed us like this? Your fa ther 

and I have been anx ious ly search ing for you.”
49 “Why were you search ing for me?” he  asked. “Didn’t you know 

I had to be in my Fa ther’s  house?” a 50 But they did not un der stand 

what he was say ing to them.
51 Then he went down to Naz a reth with them and was obe di ent 

to them. But his moth er trea sured all  these  things in her  heart. 
52 And  Jesus grew in wis dom and stat ure, and in fa vor with God 

and man.

J O H N TH E  BAP T I ST  PR E PAR E S  TH E  WAY

3 In the fif teenth year of the  reign of Ti be ri us Cae sar —  when 

Pon tius Pi late was gov er nor of Ju dea, Her od te trarch of Gal i-

lee, his broth er Phil ip te trarch of It u rea and Trac o ni tis, and Ly sa-

ni as te trarch of Ab i le ne —   2 dur ing the high-priest hood of An nas 

and Ca ia phas, the word of God came to John son of Zech a ri ah in 

the wil der ness. 3 He went into all the coun try  around the Jor dan, 

preach ing a bap tism of re pen tance for the for give ness of sins. 4 As it 

is writ ten in the book of the  words of Isa iah the proph et:

  “A voice of one calling in the wilderness,

  ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,

  make straight paths for him.

 5 Every valley shall be filled in,

  every mountain and hill made low.

  The crooked roads shall become straight,

  the rough ways smooth.

 6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’ ” b

7 John said to the  crowds com ing out to be bap tized by him, “You 

 brood of vi pers! Who  warned you to flee from the com ing  wrath? 
8 Pro duce  fruit in keep ing with re pen tance. And do not be gin to 

say to your selves, ‘We have Abra ham as our fa ther.’ For I tell you 

that out of  these  stones God can  raise up chil dren for Abra ham. 
9 The ax is al ready at the root of the  trees, and ev ery tree that does 

not pro duce good  fruit will be cut down and  thrown into the fire.”
10 “What  should we do then?” the  crowd asked.
11 John an swered, “Any one who has two  shirts  should  share with 

the one who has none, and any one who has food  should do the same.”

16 So they hur ried off and  found Mary and Jo seph, and the baby, 

who was ly ing in the man ger. 17 When they had seen him, they 

 spread the word con cern ing what had been told them  about this 

 child, 18 and all who  heard it were  amazed at what the shep herds 

said to them. 19 But Mary trea sured up all  these  things and pon-

dered them in her  heart. 20 The shep herds re turned, glo ri fy ing and 

prais ing God for all the  things they had  heard and seen,  which 

were just as they had been told.
21 On the  eighth day, when it was time to cir cum cise the  child, 

he was  named  Jesus, the name the an gel had giv en him be fore he 

was con ceived.

J E S U S  PR E S E NTE D  I N  TH E  TE M PLE
22 When the time came for the pu ri fi ca tion  rites re quired by the 

Law of Mo ses, Jo seph and Mary took him to Je ru sa lem to pre sent 

him to the Lord 23 (as it is writ ten in the Law of the Lord, “Ev ery 

first born male is to be con se crat ed to the Lord” a ), 24 and to of fer a 

sac ri fice in keep ing with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a 

pair of  doves or two  young pi geons.” b

25 Now  there was a man in Je ru sa lem  called Sim e on, who was 

righ teous and de vout. He was wait ing for the con so la tion of Is ra el, 

and the Holy Spir it was on him. 26 It had been re vealed to him by 

the Holy Spir it that he  would not die be fore he had seen the  Lord’s 

Mes si ah. 27 Moved by the Spir it, he went into the tem ple  courts. 

When the par ents  brought in the  child  Jesus to do for him what the 

cus tom of the Law re quired, 28 Sim e on took him in his arms and 

 praised God, say ing:

 29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,

  you may now dismiss c your servant in peace.

 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,

 31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:

 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

  and the glory of your people Israel.”

33 The  child’s fa ther and moth er mar veled at what was said  about 

him. 34 Then Sim e on  blessed them and said to Mary, his moth er: 

“This  child is des tined to  cause the fall ing and ris ing of many in 

Is ra el, and to be a sign that will be spo ken  against, 35 so that the 

 thoughts of many  hearts will be re vealed. And a  sword will  pierce 

your own soul too.”
36 There was also a proph et, Anna, the daugh ter of Pe nu el, of the 

 tribe of Ash er. She was very old; she had  lived with her hus band 

sev en  years af ter her mar riage, 37 and then was a wid ow un til she 

was  eighty-four. d She nev er left the tem ple but wor shiped  night and 

day, fast ing and pray ing. 38 Com ing up to them at that very mo-

ment, she gave  thanks to God and  spoke  about the  child to all who 

were look ing for ward to the re demp tion of Je ru sa lem.
39 When Jo seph and Mary had done ev ery thing re quired by the 

Law of the Lord, they re turned to Gal i lee to  their own town of 

Naz a reth. 40 And the  child grew and be came  strong; he was  filled 

with wis dom, and the  grace of God was on him.

a 49 Or be about my Father’s business    b 6 Isaiah 40:3-5    

a 23 Exodus 13:2,12    b 24 Lev. 12:8    c 29 Or promised, / now dismiss    
d 37 Or then had been a widow for eighty-four years.    
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Matthew followed the line of Joseph ( Jesus’ 
legal father through Solomon; Mt 1:6 – 7), while 
Luke emphasized that of Mary ( Jesus’ blood 
relative through Nathan; Lk 3:31). This view, 
however, is less likely since Luke so explicitly 
names Joseph (Lk 3:23), without any reference 
to Mary. The unique thing about Luke’s list is 
that it goes back to Adam, showing  Jesus’ re-
lationship to all humanity.

WHAT WAS WRONG WITH TURNING A 
STONE INTO BREAD? (4:3)
The issue was not what the temptation was 
but what the motive behind it was. The devil 
often appeals to our pride, hoping that we will 
take matters into our own hands rather than 
trust in God. If  Jesus had turned the stone 
into bread, he would not have been depend-
ing on his Father in heaven. He resisted these 
temptations by quoting Scripture to reaffirm 
his trust in God.

WHAT DID THE DEVIL HOPE TO 
ACCOMPLISH BY TEMPTING JESUS? 
(4:3 – 13)
Perhaps he hoped to replay the fall of hu-
mankind, this time through the one de-
scended from Adam (3:23,38; Ge 3:1 – 6; Ro 
5:14 – 15,18 – 19). But  Jesus did not fall prey to 
Satan’s schemes, as Adam had done. Satan 
no doubt hoped to engineer a second great 
deception and remove  Jesus as a viable re-
deemer for humankind.

WAS THERE ANY RISK JESUS 
MIGHT HAVE YIELDED TO SATAN’S 
TEMPTATIONS? (4:3 – 13)
Some say the Spirit could never have put 
 Jesus at risk since  Jesus’ divine nature would 
never have succumbed to temptation. Others 
say that because  Jesus was human, his temp-
tations were legitimate. If this had been merely 
a mock spiritual battle, they say, then our sal-
vation would not be legitimate (Heb 2:14 – 18; 
4:15).

HOW DID THESE TEMPTATIONS RELATE 
TO JESUS’ CALL TO BE THE MESSIAH? 
(4:3 – 13)
The devil used these temptations to question 
 Jesus’ identity and call. In each temptation, 
the devil seemed to ask, “If you can’t do this 
small thing, how can you claim to be the Son of 
God?” Satan also seemed to dangle a shortcut 
before  Jesus: “If you are the Son of God, why 
not accomplish your goals in the quickest and 
easiest way possible?” As the Messiah,  Jesus 
knew that one day he would rule over the 
kingdoms of this earth (Rev 11:15), but Satan 
tried to entice him to sidestep God’s intended 
process.

DOES SATAN TEMPT US IN SIMILAR 
WAYS? (4:3 – 13)
The letter to the Hebrews tells us that  Jesus 
has been tempted in every way, just as we 
are —  yet he did not sin (Heb 4:15).  Jesus faced 
temptations regarding his identity and call. We 
may encounter similar temptations that make 
us doubt God’s work in our lives. The devil 
also urged  Jesus to focus on results instead 
of following God’s ways. Similarly, we may be 
tempted to sidestep the difficulties that inevi-
tably come with serving God.

WHY SINGLE OUT TAX COLLECTORS AND 
SOLDIERS? (3:12 – 14)
They represented some of the most detested 
 people of society. Soldiers and tax collectors 
enabled Rome to continue its domination over 
the land and  people of Israel. Tax collectors 
were regarded as traitors because they were 
Jews who collaborated with Rome for per-
sonal gain. Jews regarded them as abhorrent 
sinners.

WHAT IS BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY 
SPIRIT? (3:16)
This phrase refers to the Spirit coming to 
dwell within believers, empowering them to 
be witnesses for the Lord and to live holy lives 
(24:48 – 49; Ac 1:8; 2:1 – 21). There are basically 
two views. (1) Some say we are baptized with 
the Holy Spirit the moment we receive  Jesus 
as Savior by faith and become members of his 
body (1Co 6:19 – 20; 12:13). (2) Others say we 
can be filled with the Spirit in a deeper, more 
powerful sense after —  even years after —  we ex-
perience salvation (Ac 8:14 – 17). This is some-
times referred to as a “second blessing.”

WHAT IS BAPTISM WITH . . . FIRE? (3:16)
Fire, frequently a Biblical picture of judg-
ment, here suggests a work of purification and 
cleansing connected with the baptism of the 
Spirit. The Spirit’s fire touches  people in two 
ways, bringing either cleansing or judgment —  
just as a refiner’s fire both purifies gold and 
separates it from the dross. This is why the 
following verse uses the image of wheat and 
chaff to indicate the separation God makes be-
tween  people as they respond —  one way or the 
other —  to  Jesus the Messiah.

LINK (3:16 – 17) HE WILL BAPTIZE YOU 
WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT
See Matthew 3:11 – 12; Mark 1:7 – 8.

WHAT WAS A WINNOWING FORK? (3:17)
Ancient farmers tossed the threshed grain into 
the air with a large, wooden fork so the wind 
would blow away the lighter chaff, while the 
grain dropped back to the ground. John the 
Baptist used this image to illustrate the dual 
nature of  Jesus’ ministry: he would separate 
humanity, some to judgment and some to re-
ward.

LINK (3:21 – 22) JESUS WAS BAPTIZED
See Matthew 3:13 – 17; Mark 1:9 – 11.

LINK (3:23 – 38) HE WAS THE SON . . . OF 
JOSEPH
Matthew records a similar genealogy in Mat-
thew 1:1 – 17, though the two genealogies are in 
reverse order, and Matthew begins with Abra-
ham, while Luke goes back to Adam. From 
Abraham to David the genealogies are almost 
the same, but from David on they are different 
(see the note below).

WHY ARE THE GENEALOGIES OF 
MATTHEW AND LUKE DIFFERENT? 
(3:23 – 38)
From Abraham to David, the genealogies of 
Matthew and Luke are almost the same, but 
from David on they are different. Some sug-
gest that this is because Matthew traced the 
legal descent of the house of David, using only 
heirs to the throne, while Luke traced the di-
rect bloodline of Joseph to David. Others say 

 33 the son of Am min a dab, the son of Ram, a

  the son of Hez ron, the son of Pe rez,

  the son of Ju dah, 34 the son of Ja cob,

  the son of  Isaac, the son of Abra ham,

  the son of Te rah, the son of Na hor,

 35 the son of Se rug, the son of Reu,

  the son of Pe leg, the son of Eber,

  the son of She lah, 36 the son of Ca i nan,

  the son of Ar phax ad, the son of Shem,

  the son of Noah, the son of La mech,

 37 the son of Me thu se lah, the son of Enoch,

  the son of Ja red, the son of Ma ha la lel,

  the son of Ke nan, 38 the son of Enosh,

  the son of Seth, the son of Adam,

  the son of God.

J E S U S  I S  TE STE D  I N  TH E  W I LD E R N E S S

4 Jesus, full of the Holy Spir it, left the Jor dan and was led by 

the Spir it into the wil der ness, 2 where for for ty days he was 

tempt ed b by the dev il. He ate noth ing dur ing  those days, and at the 

end of them he was hun gry.
3 The dev il said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this  stone 

to be come bread.”
4 Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten: ‘Man shall not live on  bread 

alone.’ c ”
5 The dev il led him up to a high  place and  showed him in an 

in stant all the king doms of the  world. 6 And he said to him, “I will 

give you all  their au thor i ty and splen dor; it has been giv en to me, 

and I can give it to any one I want to. 7 If you wor ship me, it will 

all be yours.”
8 Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten: ‘Wor ship the Lord your God and 

 serve him only.’ d   ”
9 The dev il led him to Je ru sa lem and had him  stand on the high-

est  point of the tem ple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw 

your self down from here. 10 For it is writ ten:

  “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you

  to guard you carefully;

 11 they will lift you up in their hands,

  so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ e   ”

12 Jesus an swered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to 

the test.’  f      ”
13 When the dev il had fin ished all this tempt ing, he left him 

un til an op por tune time.

J E S U S  R E J EC TE D  AT  N A Z AR E TH
14 Jesus re turned to Gal i lee in the pow er of the Spir it, and news 

 about him  spread  through the  whole coun try side. 15 He was teach-

ing in  their syn a gogues, and ev ery one  praised him.
16 He went to Naz a reth,  where he had been  brought up, and on 

12 Even tax col lec tors came to be bap tized. “Teach er,” they  asked, 

“what  should we do?”
13 “Don’t col lect any more than you are re quired to,” he told them.
14 Then some sol diers  asked him, “And what  should we do?”

He re plied, “Don’t ex tort mon ey and  don’t ac cuse peo ple false-

ly —  be con tent with your pay.”
15 The peo ple were wait ing ex pec tant ly and were all won der ing 

in  their  hearts if John  might pos si bly be the Mes si ah. 16 John an-

swered them all, “I bap tize you with a wa ter. But one who is more 

pow er ful than I will come, the  straps of  whose san dals I am not 

wor thy to un tie. He will bap tize you with a the Holy Spir it and fire. 
17 His win now ing fork is in his hand to  clear his thresh ing  floor and 

to gath er the  wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the  chaff with 

un quench able fire.” 18 And with many oth er  words John ex hort ed 

the peo ple and pro claimed the good news to them.
19 But when John re buked Her od the te trarch be cause of his 

mar riage to He ro di as, his broth er’s wife, and all the oth er evil 

 things he had done, 20 Her od add ed this to them all: He  locked 

John up in pris on.

TH E  BA P T I S M A N D  G E N E A LO GY  O F  J E S U S
21 When all the peo ple were be ing bap tized,  Jesus was bap tized 

too. And as he was pray ing, heav en was  opened 22 and the Holy 

Spir it de scend ed on him in bodi ly form like a dove. And a  voice 

came from heav en: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am 

well pleased.”
23 Now  Jesus him self was  about thir ty  years old when he be gan 

his min is try. He was the son, so it was  thought, of Jo seph,

  the son of Heli, 24 the son of Mat that,

  the son of Levi, the son of Mel ki,

  the son of Jan nai, the son of Jo seph,

 25 the son of Mat ta thi as, the son of Amos,

  the son of Na hum, the son of Esli,

  the son of Nag gai, 26 the son of Ma ath,

  the son of Mat ta thi as, the son of Sem e in,

  the son of Jo sek, the son of Joda,

 27 the son of Jo a nan, the son of Rhe sa,

  the son of Ze rub ba bel, the son of She al ti el,

  the son of Neri, 28 the son of Mel ki,

  the son of Addi, the son of Co sam,

  the son of El ma dam, the son of Er,

 29 the son of Josh ua, the son of El i e zer,

  the son of Jo rim, the son of Mat that,

  the son of Levi, 30 the son of Sim e on,

  the son of Ju dah, the son of Jo seph,

  the son of Jo nam, the son of Eli a kim,

 31 the son of Me lea, the son of Men na,

  the son of Mat ta tha, the son of Na than,

  the son of Da vid, 32 the son of Jes se,

  the son of Obed, the son of Boaz,

  the son of Sal mon, b the son of Nah shon, a 33 Some manuscripts Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Arni ; other 

manuscripts vary widely.    b 2 The Greek for tempted can also mean tested.    
c 4 Deut. 8:3    d 8 Deut. 6:13    e 11 Psalm 91:11,12    f 12 Deut. 6:16    a 16 Or in    b 32 Some early manuscripts Sala    
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power of Satan and his demons (Col 2:15) and 
will ultimately destroy them when he returns 
(Rev 20:10,14).

WHY WOULD DEMONS PUBLICIZE 
JESUS’ TRUE IDENTITY? (4:34)
In the ancient world, it was widely believed 
that if you found out the name of a demon or 
a spiritually powerful person, you could gain 
control over them. So perhaps the demons 
were trying to gain control over  Jesus. Luke’s 
purpose in including this account was to pro-
vide further testimony to the fact that  Jesus 
is the Messiah.

LINK (4:38 – 43) SIMON’S MOTHER-IN-
LAW WAS SUFFERING
See Matthew 8:14 – 17; Mark 1:29 – 34.

WHY REBUKE A FEVER? (4:39)
This is a figure of speech, not a formula for 
healing. It is a dramatic way to show that all 
nature is subject to God’s authority. The fever 
is personified to demonstrate  Jesus’ heal-
ing power. Although some see this as a type 
of exorcism, it seems unlikely because else-
where Luke described casting out evil spirits 
in straightforward language.

LINK (5:1 – 11) FROM NOW ON YOU WILL 
FISH FOR PEOPLE
See Matthew 4:18 – 22; Mark 1:16 – 20; John 
1:40 – 42.

WAS THIS THE FIRST TIME JESUS MET 
PETER? (5:3)
Probably not. John recounts an earlier episode 
in which Peter’s brother Andrew brought Peter 
to meet  Jesus, apparently for the first time (Jn 
1:40 – 42). Matthew and Mark also record what 
appears to have been an earlier encounter 
when  Jesus called Peter and Andrew to be his 
disciples while they were fishing (Mt 4:18 – 22; 
Mk 1:16 – 20). Apparently the call of these dis-
ciples occurred gradually and in stages.

WHY DID JESUS TELL PETER WHERE TO 
FISH? (5:4)
This miracle, like many of  Jesus’ miracles, was 
intended to demonstrate  Jesus’ power and 
give a picture of a deeper reality. Even though 
you do not believe me,  Jesus said another time, 
believe the works (Jn 10:38).  Jesus’ statement 
to these fishermen that in the future they 
would fish for  people (Lk 5:10) indicates that 
their miraculous catch was descriptive of their 
future ministry of evangelism.

WHY DID PETER WANT JESUS TO GO 
AWAY? (5:8)
 Jesus’ miracle of the great catch of fish re-
vealed his supernatural nature and made Peter 
aware of his own sinfulness and inadequacies. 
Peter was like Isaiah, who was overwhelmed by 
a vision of God on his throne and said, Woe to 
me! . . . I am ruined! . . . My eyes have seen the 
King, the LORD Almighty (Isa 6:5).

LINK (5:12 – 14) BE CLEAN
See Matthew 8:2 – 4; Mark 1:40 – 44.

LINK (5:14) OFFER THE SACRIFICES 
THAT MOSES COMMANDED FOR YOUR 
CLEANSING
The regulations and sacrifices required for 
cleansing infectious skin diseases can be found 
in Leviticus 14:1 – 32.

WHY DID JESUS ALLOW THE DEVIL TO 
LEAD HIM? (4:5)
 Jesus’ temptation was also a testing (the Greek 
word can mean “tempting” or “testing”) —  one 
in which he demonstrated his obedience to 
God and his worthiness to fulfill the role of the 
Messiah. So  Jesus willingly submitted himself 
to the devil’s tempting as part of his prepara-
tion for ser vice. By resisting temptation,  Jesus 
also passed the test of obedience that Adam 
and Eve had failed, and so he was qualified to 
reverse the results of their sin.

WAS THE DEVIL RIGHT TO CLAIM THAT 
THE WORLD BELONGED TO HIM? (4:6)
Yes and no. This was a half-truth. The Bible 
does speak of Satan’s power in the world (Jn 
12:31; 2Co 4:4; Eph 2:1 – 2). But it was an exag-
geration for Satan to present himself as sover-
eign over all of the earth’s kingdoms. He still 
was and is under God’s sovereign power and 
control.

HOW DID JESUS GET PERMISSION TO 
SPEAK IN THE SYNAGOGUE? (4:15 – 20)
In a synagogue ser vice, any man who wished 
to speak could do so by notifying the one in 
charge. Usually the speaker linked the weekly 
reading of the Law and the Prophets with vari-
ous other texts.

WHY DID JESUS STAND UP TO READ? 
(4:16)
Men stood to read the Scripture to show their 
reverence for it. But they sat to teach, distin-
guishing their commentary from the Scripture 
itself.

WHY DID JESUS ANTAGONIZE THESE 
PEOPLE? (4:28)
 Jesus’ barbed words succeeded in getting 
their full attention, which was apparently part 
of his strategy to warn them of their sins. They 
were offended not only that he compared 
them to the faithless Jews of Elijah and Eli-
sha’s time but also that he suggested that Gen-
tiles could enjoy the blessings of God missed 
by the Jews —  an unthinkable violation of their 
cultural bias. At other times,  Jesus dealt gently 
with  people who were aware of their guilt and 
wanted to find forgiveness.

LINK (4:31 – 37) THERE WAS A MAN 
POSSESSED BY A DEMON
See Mark 1:21 – 28.

HOW DO DEMONS POSSESS SOMEONE? 
(4:33)
A person can be “demonized” by an evil, or 
impure, spirit that manifests itself as sickness 
(physical or emotional) or unusual behavior 
beyond the control of the person involved. 
Such symptoms alone do not indicate demon 
possession. In Scripture, the appearance of 
evil spirits reached a climax during the earthly 
ministry of  Jesus, perhaps as part of Satan’s 
effort to discredit  Jesus.

CAN DEMONS STILL POSSESS PEOPLE 
TODAY? (4:33)
Satan and demons are real, personal beings, 
and demons can still possess  people today. 
Chris tians need not fear demons, however, 
since the Holy Spirit, who indwells Chris tians, is 
greater than Satan’s forces (1Jn 4:4). Through 
his death and resurrection,  Jesus defeated the 

J E S U S  H E AL S  M AN Y
38 Jesus left the syn a gogue and went to the home of Si mon. Now 

Si mon’s moth er-in-law was suf fer ing from a high fe ver, and they 

 asked  Jesus to help her. 39 So he bent over her and re buked the fe-

ver, and it left her. She got up at once and be gan to wait on them.
40 At sun set, the peo ple  brought to  Jesus all who had var i ous 

 kinds of sick ness, and lay ing his  hands on each one, he  healed 

them. 41 More over, de mons came out of many peo ple, shout ing, 

“You are the Son of God!” But he re buked them and  would not 

al low them to  speak, be cause they knew he was the Mes si ah.
42 At day break,  Jesus went out to a sol i tary  place. The peo ple 

were look ing for him and when they came to  where he was, they 

 tried to keep him from leav ing them. 43 But he said, “I must pro-

claim the good news of the king dom of God to the oth er  towns 

also, be cause that is why I was sent.” 44 And he kept on preach ing in 

the syn a gogues of Ju dea.

J E S U S  CALL S  H I S  F I R ST  D I SC I PLE S

5 One day as  Jesus was stand ing by the Lake of Gen nes a ret, a the 

peo ple were crowd ing  around him and lis ten ing to the word of 

God. 2 He saw at the wa ter’s edge two  boats, left  there by the fish-

er men, who were wash ing  their nets. 3 He got into one of the  boats, 

the one be long ing to Si mon, and  asked him to put out a lit tle from 

 shore. Then he sat down and  taught the peo ple from the boat.
4 When he had fin ished speak ing, he said to Si mon, “Put out 

into deep wa ter, and let down the nets for a catch.”
5 Si mon an swered, “Mas ter,  we’ve  worked hard all  night and 

 haven’t  caught any thing. But be cause you say so, I will let down 

the nets.”
6 When they had done so, they  caught such a  large num ber of 

fish that  their nets be gan to  break. 7 So they sig naled  their part ners 

in the oth er boat to come and help them, and they came and  filled 

both  boats so full that they be gan to sink.
8 When Si mon Pe ter saw this, he fell at  Jesus’  knees and said, “Go 

away from me, Lord; I am a sin ful man!” 9 For he and all his com-

pan ions were as ton ished at the  catch of fish they had tak en, 10 and so 

were  James and John, the sons of Zeb e dee, Si mon’s part ners.

Then  Jesus said to Si mon, “Don’t be  afraid; from now on you 

will fish for peo ple.” 11 So they  pulled  their  boats up on  shore, left 

ev ery thing and fol lowed him.

J E S U S  H E AL S  A  M AN W ITH  LE PROSY
12 While  Jesus was in one of the  towns, a man came  along who 

was cov ered with lep ro sy. b When he saw  Jesus, he fell with his face 

to the  ground and  begged him, “Lord, if you are will ing, you can 

make me clean.”
13 Jesus  reached out his hand and  touched the man. “I am will-

ing,” he said. “Be  clean!” And im me di ate ly the lep ro sy left him.
14 Then  Jesus or dered him, “Don’t tell any one, but go, show 

your self to the  priest and of fer the sac ri fic es that Mo ses com mand-

ed for your cleans ing, as a tes ti mo ny to them.”

the Sab bath day he went into the syn a gogue, as was his cus tom. He 

 stood up to read, 17 and the  scroll of the proph et Isa iah was hand ed 

to him. Un roll ing it, he  found the  place  where it is writ ten:

 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,

  because he has anointed me

  to proclaim good news to the poor.

  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for 

the prisoners

  and recovery of sight for the blind,

  to set the oppressed free,

 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” a

20 Then he  rolled up the  scroll, gave it back to the at ten dant and 

sat down. The eyes of ev ery one in the syn a gogue were fas tened on 

him. 21 He be gan by say ing to them, “To day this scrip ture is ful-

filled in your hear ing.”
22 All  spoke well of him and were  amazed at the gra cious  words 

that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Jo seph’s son?” they asked.
23 Jesus said to them, “Sure ly you will  quote this prov erb to me: 

‘Phy si cian, heal your self !’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your 

home town what we have  heard that you did in Ca per na um.’ ”
24 “Tru ly I tell you,” he con tin ued, “no proph et is ac cept ed in his 

home town. 25 I as sure you that  there were many wid ows in Is ra el in 

Eli jah’s time, when the sky was shut for  three and a half  years and 

 there was a se vere fam ine through out the land. 26 Yet Eli jah was not 

sent to any of them, but to a wid ow in Zar e phath in the re gion of 

Si don. 27 And  there were many in Is ra el with lep ro sy b in the time of 

Eli sha the proph et, yet not one of them was  cleansed —  only Na a-

man the Syr i an.”
28 All the peo ple in the syn a gogue were fu ri ous when they  heard 

this. 29 They got up,  drove him out of the town, and took him to 

the brow of the hill on  which the town was  built, in or der to  throw 

him off the  cliff. 30 But he  walked  right  through the  crowd and 

went on his way.

J E S U S  D R I V E S  O U T  AN  I M PU R E  S P I R I T
31 Then he went down to Ca per na um, a town in Gal i lee, and 

on the Sab bath he  taught the peo ple. 32 They were  amazed at his 

teach ing, be cause his  words had au thor i ty.
33 In the syn a gogue  there was a man pos sessed by a de mon, an 

im pure spir it. He  cried out at the top of his  voice, 34 “Go away! 

What do you want with us,  Jesus of Naz a reth? Have you come to 

de stroy us? I know who you are —  the Holy One of God!”
35 “Be qui et!”  Jesus said stern ly. “Come out of him!” Then the 

de mon  threw the man down be fore them all and came out with out 

in jur ing him.
36 All the peo ple were  amazed and said to each oth er, “What 

 words  these are! With au thor i ty and pow er he  gives or ders to im-

pure spir its and they come out!” 37 And the news  about him  spread 

through out the sur round ing area.

a 1 That is, the Sea of Galilee    b 12 The Greek word traditionally translated 

leprosy was used for various diseases affecting the skin.    

a 19 Isaiah 61:1,2 (see Septuagint); Isaiah 58:6    b 27 The Greek word traditionally 

translated leprosy was used for various diseases affecting the skin.    
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WHAT LESSONS DO OLD WINESKINS 
TEACH US? (5:37)
Wineskins were flexible bags made of animal 
skins sewn in the shape of a bottle. At first 
they were soft and pliable, but with age they 
became brittle. Since wine gives off gases 
and expands as it undergoes the process of 
fermentation, a wineskin had to stretch to ac-
commodate the expanding wine. Non-elastic, 
old skins would burst during the fermentation 
process.  Jesus used this as a metaphor: old 
wineskins represented the religious traditions 
of the Pharisees, which were unable to accom-
modate the new wine of the kingdom of God.

LINK (6:1 – 11) THE SON OF MAN IS LORD 
OF THE SABBATH
See Matthew 12:1 – 14; Mark 2:23 —  3:6.

AS LORD OF THE SABBATH, DID JESUS 
CHANGE THE RULES? (6:2 – 5)
No, but he insisted that some values were be-
ing ignored. The Pharisees were so particular 
about nonessentials that they failed to see 
the deeper truths. Minimal food preparation 
on the Sabbath (vv. 1 – 2) did not offend God. 
Doing good on the Sabbath did not violate the 
spirit of the law (v. 9). Ultimately,  Jesus offered 
himself as the central overriding principle: the 
Lord of the Sabbath was qualified to say what 
honored God and what did not.

WHAT WAS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
DISCIPLES AND APOSTLES? (6:13)
A disciple was one who learned from  Jesus. An 
apostle was commissioned as  Jesus’ represen-
tative. These 12 men were disciples who were 
also commissioned as his special representa-
tives. Later, as  Jesus’ agents, they became 
leaders in the church (Ac 1 – 12).

LINK (6:13 – 16) HE CALLED HIS 
DISCIPLES TO HIM
See Matthew 10:2 – 4; Mark 3:16 – 19.

WAS THIS THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT? 
(6:17)
Probably.  Jesus most likely spoke from a pla-
teau that was partway down the mountain —  a 
level place —  so both Luke’s description and 
Matthew’s (a mountainside; Mt 5:1) are cor-
rect. The two accounts are parallel in other 
respects, although Luke reduces Matthew’s 
longer account to its basic core. It’s also pos-
sible that Luke records a different sermon.

LINK (6:17 – 49) A GREAT NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE
See Matthew 5:1 —  7:27.

WHY TURN A VALUE SYSTEM UPSIDE 
DOWN? (6:20 – 22)
 Jesus wanted to dispute the conventional wis-
dom of the time that said the wealthy and in-
fluential enjoyed more of God’s blessings than 
the poor and powerless did.  Jesus wanted his 
followers to see that material things are only 
temporary and certainly not the only reality. 
He didn’t want them to think of their current 
situations as signs of God’s blessing or judg-
ment. Instead, he wanted them to see that the 
poor can be spiritually wealthy (Jas 2:5).

LINK (6:20 – 23) BLESSED ARE YOU
See Matthew 5:3 – 12.

IF JESUS WAS GOD, WHY DID HE NEED 
TO PRAY? (5:16)
The simple answer is that he was fully human. 
Though he was also God and had a unique re-
lationship with his Father, he lived on our level 
while on earth. When he took on the limita-
tions of humanity, he showed us that a life of 
prayer is a necessity, not a luxury.  Jesus lived 
in complete dependence on the Father.

WHY DID THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS GIVE 
JESUS SUCH ATTENTION? (5:17)
Word about  Jesus and his ministry was spread-
ing (4:14 – 15,43 – 44). With his increasing popu-
larity, the religious leaders naturally took steps 
to safeguard their own power. They probably 
viewed  Jesus as an outsider —  an untrained 
theologian threatening their spiritual mo-
nopoly.

WHAT IS MEANT BY THE POWER OF THE 
LORD? (5:17)
These words are probably another way of say-
ing that the Spirit of the Lord was present. This 
does not mean the power of the Lord was not 
present at other times or in other places. Rath-
er, this phrase highlights the source of  Jesus’ 
power. For another way of looking at this, see 
Does our unbelief limit what God can do? (Mk 
6:5 – 6; p. 1472).

LINK (5:18 – 26) A PARALYZED MAN
See Matthew 9:2 – 8; Mark 2:3 – 12.

DID THESE MEN DESTROY THE ROOF? 
(5:19)
The damage wasn’t as serious as it sounds. 
Homes at that time were often built with out-
side staircases to the roof. The roof itself was 
flat and made of tile sandwiched around brush 
or branch insulation. To lift a section of the 
roof, then dig through the insulation and re-
move a tile from the ceiling was not a drastic 
measure. The opening could have been easily 
repaired.

LINK (5:27 – 32) LEVI . . . FOLLOWED HIM
See Matthew 9:9 – 13; Mark 2:14 – 17.

WHAT WAS WRONG WITH TAX 
COLLECTORS? (5:29 – 30)
They were a group of Jews despised by other 
Jews for collaborating with the Roman gov-
ernment that ruled over them. Tax collectors 
paid the authorities for the privilege of col-
lecting taxes; then they overcharged  people, 
skimming money off the top to line their own 
pockets. As a result, other Jews saw Jewish 
tax collectors as both traitors and thieves.

LINK (5:33 – 39) IN THOSE DAYS THEY 
WILL FAST
See Matthew 9:14 – 17; Mark 2:18 – 22.

SHOULD CHRISTIANS FAST? (5:35)
 Jesus compared his time with his disciples to 
a wedding feast. Today, since he is no longer 
physically among us, it is appropriate to fast —  
not because it is commanded, as in the Old 
Testament, but because it is beneficial to our 
spiritual development. Fasting helps us focus 
on prayer and keeps us from being mastered 
by our appetites. It heightens our spiritual 
awareness, lends intensity to our communion 
with God, and reminds us of our weakness and 
complete dependence on God. See Does God 
want us to fast? (Mt 6:18; p. 1420).

new wine will  burst the  skins; the wine will run out and the wine-

skins will be ru ined. 38 No, new wine must be  poured into new 

wine skins. 39 And no one af ter drink ing old wine  wants the new, 

for they say, ‘The old is bet ter.’ ”

J E S U S  I S  LO R D  O F  TH E  SA B BATH

6 One Sab bath  Jesus was go ing  through the grain fields, and his 

dis ci ples be gan to pick some  heads of  grain, rub them in  their 

 hands and eat the ker nels. 2 Some of the Phar i sees  asked, “Why are 

you do ing what is un law ful on the Sab bath?”
3 Jesus an swered them, “Have you nev er read what Da vid did 

when he and his com pan ions were hun gry? 4 He en tered the  house 

of God, and tak ing the con se crat ed  bread, he ate what is law ful only 

for  priests to eat. And he also gave some to his com pan ions.” 5 Then 

 Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sab bath.”
6 On an oth er Sab bath he went into the syn a gogue and was 

teach ing, and a man was  there  whose  right hand was shriv eled. 
7 The Phar i sees and the teach ers of the law were look ing for a rea-

son to ac cuse  Jesus, so they  watched him close ly to see if he  would 

heal on the Sab bath. 8 But  Jesus knew what they were think ing and 

said to the man with the shriv eled hand, “Get up and  stand in  front 

of ev ery one.” So he got up and  stood there.
9 Then  Jesus said to them, “I ask you,  which is law ful on the Sab-

bath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to de stroy it?”
10 He  looked  around at them all, and then said to the man, 

“Stretch out your hand.” He did so, and his hand was com plete ly re-

stored. 11 But the Phar i sees and the teach ers of the law were fu ri ous 

and be gan to dis cuss with one an oth er what they  might do to  Jesus.

TH E  T W E LV E  AP OSTLE S
12 One of  those days  Jesus went out to a moun tain side to pray, 

and  spent the  night pray ing to God. 13 When morn ing came, he 

 called his dis ci ples to him and  chose  twelve of them, whom he also 

des ig nat ed apos tles: 14 Si mon (whom he  named Pe ter), his broth er 

An drew,  James, John, Phil ip, Bar thol o mew, 15 Mat thew, Thom as, 

 James son of Al phae us, Si mon who was  called the Zeal ot, 16 Ju das 

son of  James, and Ju das Is car i ot, who be came a trai tor.

B LE S S I N G S  AN D  WO E S
17 He went down with them and  stood on a lev el  place. A  large 

 crowd of his dis ci ples was  there and a  great num ber of peo ple from 

all over Ju dea, from Je ru sa lem, and from the coast al re gion  around 

Tyre and Si don, 18 who had come to hear him and to be  healed of 

 their dis eas es.  Those trou bled by im pure spir its were  cured, 19 and 

the peo ple all  tried to  touch him, be cause pow er was com ing from 

him and heal ing them all.
20 Look ing at his dis ci ples, he said:

  “Blessed are you who are poor,

  for yours is the kingdom of God.

 21 Blessed are you who hunger now,

  for you will be satisfied.

  Blessed are you who weep now,

  for you will laugh.

15 Yet the news  about him  spread all the more, so that  crowds of 

peo ple came to hear him and to be  healed of  their sick ness es. 16 But 

 Jesus of ten with drew to lone ly plac es and prayed.

J E S U S  FO RG I V E S  AN D  H E AL S  A  PAR ALY Z E D 
M A N

17 One day  Jesus was teach ing, and Phar i sees and teach ers of the 

law were sit ting  there. They had come from ev ery vil lage of Gal i lee 

and from Ju dea and Je ru sa lem. And the pow er of the Lord was with 

 Jesus to heal the sick. 18 Some men came car ry ing a par a lyzed man 

on a mat and  tried to take him into the  house to lay him be fore  Jesus. 
19 When they  could not find a way to do this be cause of the  crowd, 

they went up on the roof and low ered him on his mat  through the 

 tiles into the mid dle of the  crowd,  right in  front of  Jesus.
20 When  Jesus saw  their  faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are for-

giv en.”
21 The Phar i sees and the teach ers of the law be gan think ing to 

them selves, “Who is this fel low who  speaks blas phe my? Who can 

for give sins but God alone?”
22 Jesus knew what they were think ing and  asked, “Why are 

you think ing  these  things in your  hearts? 23 Which is eas i er: to 

say, ‘Your sins are for giv en,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24 But I 

want you to know that the Son of Man has au thor i ty on  earth to 

for give sins.” So he said to the par a lyzed man, “I tell you, get up, 

take your mat and go home.” 25 Im me di ate ly he  stood up in  front 

of them, took what he had been ly ing on and went home prais ing 

God. 26 Ev ery one was  amazed and gave  praise to God. They were 

 filled with awe and said, “We have seen re mark able  things to day.”

J E S U S  CA LL S  LE V I  A N D  E ATS 
W ITH  S I N N E R S

27 Af ter this,  Jesus went out and saw a tax col lec tor by the name 

of Levi sit ting at his tax  booth. “Fol low me,”  Jesus said to him, 
28 and Levi got up, left ev ery thing and fol lowed him.

29 Then Levi held a  great ban quet for  Jesus at his  house, and a 

 large  crowd of tax col lec tors and oth ers were eat ing with them. 
30 But the Phar i sees and the teach ers of the law who be longed to 

 their sect com plained to his dis ci ples, “Why do you eat and  drink 

with tax col lec tors and sin ners?”
31 Jesus an swered them, “It is not the  healthy who need a doc tor, 

but the sick. 32 I have not come to call the righ teous, but sin ners to 

re pen tance.”

J E S U S  Q U E ST I O N E D  A B O U T  FAST I N G
33 They said to him, “John’s dis ci ples of ten fast and pray, and so do 

the dis ci ples of the Phar i sees, but  yours go on eat ing and drink ing.”
34 Jesus an swered, “Can you make the  friends of the bride groom 

fast  while he is with them? 35 But the time will come when the 

bride groom will be tak en from them; in  those days they will fast.”
36 He told them this par a ble: “No one  tears a  piece out of a new 

gar ment to  patch an old one. Other wise, they will have torn the 

new gar ment, and the  patch from the new will not  match the old. 
37 And no one pours new wine into old wine skins. Other wise, the 
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LINK (6:43 – 44) NO GOOD TREE BEARS 
BAD FRUIT
See Matthew 7:16,18,20.

DON’T WE ALL PRODUCE BAD FRUIT 
SOMETIMES? (6:43 – 45)
Yes, all Chris tians struggle with their sinful 
nature (Ro 7:15 – 23). But  Jesus was speaking 
in general terms, not in specifics. He looked at 
life as a whole and said that a person’s basic 
character reveals itself in what the person pro-
duces. Evil  people who ignore God will reveal 
their evil nature; good  people who follow God 
will reveal their goodness as they produce the 
good fruit of the Spirit (Ro 8:5; Gal 5:22 – 23). 
 Jesus used the analogy of a fruit tree to illus-
trate his point. But analogies are limited and 
usually do not parallel every detail.

LINK (6:47 – 49) THEY ARE LIKE A MAN 
BUILDING A HOUSE
Matthew 7:24 – 27 also records  Jesus’ parable 
of the wise and foolish builders.

LINK (7:1 – 10) THE CENTURION
See Matthew 8:5 – 13.

WHY WOULD A GENTILE BUILD A 
SYNAGOGUE FOR THE JEWS? (7:5)
This Roman centurion was probably a “God-
fearer” —  a Gentile who believed in one God and 
respected the moral and ethical teachings of 
the Jews though he was not a full Jewish pros-
elyte. If so, giving funds for a synagogue was 
one way he could express his devotion to God. 
It’s also possible he was encouraged by his su-
periors to do whatever might contribute to the 
political stability of the area. Making the Jews 
happy would have helped defuse civil strife.

WHY WAS JESUS AMAZED? (7:9)
 Jesus was amazed that this Gentile seemed 
more spiritually aware than most Jews seemed 
to be. His amazement was two-sided: (1) He 
was amazed that a Gentile understood spiri-
tual authority. (2) He was amazed that God’s 
chosen  people did not. The only other time 
 Jesus was said to be amazed was when he was 
amazed by the Jews’ lack of faith (Mk 6:6).

IS IT WRONG TO BE FINANCIALLY WELL-
OFF? (6:24 – 26)
No, but it can be dangerous. Those who enjoy 
the “good life” may be more easily tempted 
to neglect the godly life. Also, they may never 
learn to depend on God. The Bible says that 
those entrusted with something are held re-
sponsible for it (12:48; Mt 25:19 – 23; 1Co 4:2). 
The wealthy are to be generous and not take 
advantage of others (2Co 9:11; 1Ti 6:17 – 19).

LINK (6:29 – 30) TURN TO THEM THE 
OTHER ALSO
See Matthew 5:39 – 42.

HOW DOES GOD SHOW KINDNESS TO THE 
UNGRATEFUL AND WICKED? (6:35)
The creation and the environment in which 
we live show the signs of God’s universal care; 
he sends rain, for example, both to those who 
deserve it and to those who don’t (Mt 5:45). 
The wicked also can enjoy God’s creation, good 
health and physical sustenance. On the spiri-
tual level, God graciously extends the offer of 
salvation to all humankind, none of whom are 
righ teous or free from sin.

IS IT EVER RIGHT TO JUDGE SOMEONE? 
(6:37)
When we use the word judge to mean “dis-
cern,” it is a good thing. Discernment pro-
tects us, whereas judgment attacks others. 
We should evaluate the motives, attitudes 
and behaviors of others (1Co 5:11 – 13; 6:5; 
Php 3:17 – 18), and Chris tians are called to 
test everything (1Th 5:21) so that we will not 
be deceived (1Jn 4:1). But when we delight in 
revealing others’ deficiencies, we fall into the 
trap  Jesus warned about.

LINK (6:37 – 42) DO NOT JUDGE
See Matthew 7:1 – 5.

WHAT DOES JESUS MEAN BY A GOOD 
MEASURE, PRESSED DOWN, SHAKEN 
TOGETHER AND RUNNING OVER? (6:38)
In the marketplace, where a buyer would or-
der a measure of grain, a particularly gener-
ous merchant would fill the container, shake 
it to settle the contents, press the grain down 
to make more room, and keep pouring until it 
overflowed into the buyer’s lap. It is a picture 
of receiving back far more than you give.

shak en to geth er and run ning over, will be  poured into your lap. For 

with the mea sure you use, it will be mea sured to you.”
39 He also told them this par a ble: “Can the  blind lead the  blind? 

Will they not both fall into a pit? 40 The stu dent is not  above the 

teach er, but every one who is ful ly  trained will be like  their teach er.
41 “Why do you look at the  speck of saw dust in your broth er’s 

eye and pay no at ten tion to the  plank in your own eye? 42 How can 

you say to your broth er, ‘Broth er, let me take the  speck out of your 

eye,’ when you your self fail to see the  plank in your own eye? You 

hyp o crite,  first take the  plank out of your eye, and then you will see 

clear ly to re move the  speck from your broth er’s eye.

A TR E E  AN D  I TS  FR U I T
43 “No good tree  bears bad  fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good 

 fruit. 44 Each tree is rec og nized by its own  fruit. Peo ple do not pick 

figs from thorn bush es, or  grapes from bri ers. 45 A good man  brings 

good  things out of the good  stored up in his  heart, and an evil man 

 brings evil  things out of the evil  stored up in his  heart. For the 

 mouth speaks what the  heart is full of.

TH E  W I S E  AN D  FO O L I S H  B U I LD E R S
46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 

47 As for every one who comes to me and hears my  words and puts 

them into prac tice, I will show you what they are like. 48 They are 

like a man build ing a  house, who dug down deep and laid the foun-

da tion on rock. When a  flood came, the tor rent  struck that  house 

but  could not  shake it, be cause it was well  built. 49 But the one who 

hears my  words and does not put them into prac tice is like a man 

who  built a  house on the  ground with out a foun da tion. The mo-

ment the tor rent  struck that  house, it col lapsed and its de struc tion 

was com plete.”

TH E  FA I TH  O F  TH E  C E NTU R I O N

7 When  Jesus had fin ished say ing all this to the peo ple who 

were lis ten ing, he en tered Ca per na um. 2 There a cen tu ri on’s 

ser vant, whom his mas ter val ued high ly, was sick and  about to die. 
3 The cen tu ri on  heard of  Jesus and sent some el ders of the Jews to 

him, ask ing him to come and heal his ser vant. 4 When they came 

to  Jesus, they plead ed ear nest ly with him, “This man de serves to 

have you do this, 5 be cause he  loves our na tion and has  built our 

syn a gogue.” 6 So  Jesus went with them.

He was not far from the  house when the cen tu ri on sent  friends 

to say to him: “Lord,  don’t trou ble your self, for I do not de serve 

to have you come un der my roof. 7 That is why I did not even con-

sid er my self wor thy to come to you. But say the word, and my 

ser vant will be  healed. 8 For I my self am a man un der au thor i ty, 

with sol diers un der me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that 

one, ‘Come,’ and he  comes. I say to my ser vant, ‘Do this,’ and he 

does it.”
9 When  Jesus  heard this, he was  amazed at him, and turn ing to 

the  crowd fol low ing him, he said, “I tell you, I have not  found such 

 great  faith even in Is ra el.” 10 Then the men who had been sent re-

turned to the  house and  found the ser vant well.

 22 Blessed are you when people hate you,

  when they exclude you and insult you

  and reject your name as evil,

  because of the Son of Man.

23 “Re joice in that day and leap for joy, be cause  great is your re-

ward in heav en. For that is how  their an ces tors treat ed the proph ets.

 24 “But woe to you who are rich,

  for you have already received your comfort.

 25 Woe to you who are well fed now,

  for you will go hungry.

  Woe to you who laugh now,

  for you will mourn and weep.

 26 Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you,

  for that is how their ancestors treated the 

false prophets.

LOV E  FO R  E N E M I E S
27 “But to you who are lis ten ing I say: Love your en e mies, do 

good to  those who hate you, 28 bless  those who  curse you, pray for 

 those who mis treat you. 29 If some one  slaps you on one  cheek, turn 

to them the oth er also. If some one  takes your coat, do not with-

hold your  shirt from them. 30 Give to ev ery one who asks you, and if 

any one  takes what be longs to you, do not de mand it back. 31 Do to 

oth ers as you  would have them do to you.
32 “If you love  those who love you, what cred it is that to you? 

Even sin ners love  those who love them. 33 And if you do good to 

 those who are good to you, what cred it is that to you? Even sin-

ners do that. 34 And if you lend to  those from whom you ex pect 

re pay ment, what cred it is that to you? Even sin ners lend to sin ners, 

ex pect ing to be re paid in full. 35 But love your en e mies, do good to 

them, and lend to them with out ex pect ing to get any thing back. 

Then your re ward will be  great, and you will be chil dren of the 

Most High, be cause he is kind to the un grate ful and wick ed. 36 Be 

mer ci ful, just as your Fa ther is mer ci ful.

J U D G I N G OTH E R S
37 “Do not  judge, and you will not be  judged. Do not con demn, 

and you will not be con demned. For give, and you will be for giv en. 
38 Give, and it will be giv en to you. A good mea sure,  pressed down, 

In this context,  Jesus was talking primarily about religious intolerance. When we are persecuted because of righ teous ness, 
we should not strike back (Mt 5:10 – 12). The early believers went peacefully to jail when arrested for preaching the good news 
about  Jesus. At other times they fled in order to avoid persecution. But we never see armed resistance from the New Testa-
ment church. In fact, when  Jesus was arrested, Peter was told to put his sword away (Jn 18:10 – 11).

On the other hand, Chris tians with convictions about right and wrong should not idly stand by, blind to the injustices against 
others. Some say prayer alone is a sufficient response to injustice. Others say a voice of reason should be raised in opposition 
to persuade society to do what is right. Some go further and suggest that civil protests or civil disobedience are in order. Still 
others say that in a fallen world, force (either police or military) may be required to confront evil (Ro 13:4). Though believers 
may disagree about the best response, they agree that a response to injustice is necessary. See the article Does God support 
bad government? (Ro 13:1 – 7; p. 1661).

WHAT’S WRONG WITH STANDING UP FOR OUR RIGHTS? (6:29 –  30)

L U K E  6 : 2 21 5 1 0 1 5 1 1L U K E  7 : 1 0 
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WHY WERE JESUS AND JOHN SO 
DIFFERENT? (7:33 – 34)
They were not really as different as their de-
tractors made them appear to be. John’s sim-
ple lifestyle fit his message of repentance and 
self-denial, while  Jesus’ attendance at public 
dinners expressed his gracious willingness 
to mingle with those who needed him. John 
and  Jesus were neither demon-possessed nor 
over-indulgent, as their opponents charged; 
they simply refused to play along with their 
critics’ childish games.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT WISDOM IS 
PROVED RIGHT BY ALL HER CHILDREN? 
(7:35)
In the Old Testament, wisdom is often per-
sonified as a woman (e.g., Pr 1:20 – 33; 3:13 – 18; 
8:1 – 36; 9:1 – 6); she is God’s helper who calls 
 people to a life of wise godliness. Wisdom’s 
children are therefore those who follow her 
guidance (Pr 8:32). Here, the word children
probably refers to the sinners and tax collec-
tors who were responding in faith to the mes-
sage of  Jesus and John.

WHY DID THIS WOMAN POUR PERFUME 
ON JESUS? (7:37 – 38)
This woman was driven by a deep spiritual 
longing for cleansing from sin and forgiveness 
from  Jesus. Because of her reputation as a 
sinful woman, she risked rejection by coming 
uninvited into this Pharisee’s house. But she 
was intent on giving  Jesus the best she could 
offer, and she wanted to express her love and 
appreciation for the hope she had received. 
Responding to her love and repentance,  Jesus 
forgave her sins (vv. 47 – 48).

LINK (7:37 – 39) A WOMAN . . . WHO 
LIVED A SINFUL LIFE
This account in Luke is an entirely different 
event than the event recorded in the other 
Gospels (Mt 26:6 – 13; Mk 14:3 – 9; Jn 12:1 – 8).

LINK (7:41 – 42) WHICH OF THEM WILL 
LOVE HIM MORE?
Matthew 18:23 – 34 records a similar parable.

DID SIMON NEGLECT COMMON 
COURTESIES? (7:44 – 46)
Many suggest that Simon, by failing to provide 
water for his guest’s feet, did not follow typical 
customs of hospitality. Others say such prac-
tices were optional. But  Jesus may not have 
been criticizing Simon so much as commend-
ing the woman and using her actions to make 
a point. Her special attention to  Jesus showed 
her devotion and dedication to him. The mea-
sure of her forgiveness was in response to her 
expressions of love.

WHY DID JESUS PRONOUNCE HER SINS 
FORGIVEN? (7:48 – 49)
Because of her great love (v. 47). Though she 
had lived a sinful life, she was willing to repent 
and show her gratitude to, and love for,  Jesus. 
 Jesus taught an important lesson by publicly 
announcing that she was forgiven; he contrast-
ed her attitude with that of the respectable 
Pharisee, who was not forgiven. Simon the 
Pharisee revealed that he loved little because 
he did not think he needed much forgiveness.

LINK (7:11 – 16) DON’T CRY
Similar accounts can be found in Mark 
5:21 – 24,35 – 43 and John 11:1 – 44. See also 
1 Kings 17:17 – 24 and 2 Kings 4:32 – 37.

JESUS VISITS NAIN (7:11)
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LINK (7:18 – 35) ARE YOU THE ONE WHO 
IS TO COME
See Matthew 11:2 – 19.

HOW COULD JOHN THE BAPTIST HAVE 
HAD DOUBTS ABOUT JESUS? (7:19 – 23)
John probably had doubts because  Jesus did 
not exercise the kind of coercive power John 
had anticipated from the Messiah. Unlike 
skeptics, however, John was honest enough to 
admit his doubts and deal directly with them. 
While in prison, John wanted some reassur-
ance that he had correctly understood God’s 
plan.

HOW CAN THOSE LEAST IN THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD BE GREATER THAN 
JOHN? (7:28)
John belonged to the age of the old covenant. 
Those in the kingdom of God are greater than 
John because they have received the salvation 
blessings available through  Jesus’ life, death 
and resurrection. Great as he was, John served 
only as a forerunner who announced that the 
kingdom was near. Under the new covenant, 
believers enjoy the benefits of kingdom life, 
including the presence of the Holy Spirit (Ac 
2:38; Eph 1:13 – 14), redemption and eternal 
forgiveness of sins (Col 1:13 – 14), and direct ac-
cess to the Father through the Son (Ro 8:9 – 17; 
Heb 4:16).

HOW DID JOHN’S BAPTISM PREPARE 
PEOPLE FOR JESUS? (7:29 – 30)
Before  people could appreciate God’s offer 
of salvation through  Jesus, they needed to 
see their need of salvation. John’s baptism of 
repentance (3:3) caused  people to see them-
selves as sinners who needed to change their 
ways. Humbled by their overwhelming spiritual 
need, they repented and became receptive to 
the forgiveness and new life made possible by 
 Jesus.

  “ ‘We played the pipe for you,

  and you did not dance;

  we sang a dirge,

  and you did not cry.’

33 For John the Bap tist came nei ther eat ing  bread nor drink ing 

wine, and you say, ‘He has a de mon.’ 34 The Son of Man came eat-

ing and drink ing, and you say, ‘Here is a glut ton and a drunk ard, a 

 friend of tax col lec tors and sin ners.’ 35 But wis dom is  proved  right 

by all her chil dren.”

J E S U S  AN O I NTE D  BY  A  S I N FU L  WO M AN
36 When one of the Phar i sees in vit ed  Jesus to have din ner with 

him, he went to the Phar i see’s  house and re clined at the ta ble. 37 A 

wom an in that town who  lived a sin ful life  learned that  Jesus was 

eat ing at the Phar i see’s  house, so she came  there with an al a bas ter 

jar of per fume. 38 As she  stood be hind him at his feet weep ing, she 

be gan to wet his feet with her  tears. Then she  wiped them with her 

hair,  kissed them and  poured per fume on them.
39 When the Phar i see who had in vit ed him saw this, he said to 

him self, “If this man were a proph et, he  would know who is touch-

ing him and what kind of wom an she is —  that she is a sin ner.”
40 Jesus an swered him, “Si mon, I have some thing to tell you.”

“Tell me, teach er,” he said.
41 “Two peo ple owed mon ey to a cer tain mon ey lend er. One owed 

him five hun dred de nar ii, a and the oth er fif ty. 42 Nei ther of them 

had the mon ey to pay him back, so he for gave the  debts of both. 

Now  which of them will love him more?”
43 Si mon re plied, “I sup pose the one who had the big ger debt 

for giv en.”

“You have  judged cor rect ly,”  Jesus said.
44 Then he  turned to ward the wom an and said to Si mon, “Do you 

see this wom an? I came into your  house. You did not give me any 

wa ter for my feet, but she wet my feet with her  tears and  wiped them 

with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this wom an, from the 

time I en tered, has not  stopped kiss ing my feet. 46 You did not put oil 

on my head, but she has  poured per fume on my feet. 47 There fore, 

I tell you, her many sins have been for giv en —  as her  great love has 

 shown. But who ev er has been for giv en lit tle  loves lit tle.”
48 Then  Jesus said to her, “Your sins are for giv en.”
49 The oth er  guests be gan to say  among them selves, “Who is this 

who even for gives sins?”
50 Jesus said to the wom an, “Your  faith has  saved you; go in peace.”

TH E  PAR AB LE  O F  TH E  SOW E R

8 Af ter this,  Jesus trav eled  about from one town and vil lage to 

an oth er, pro claim ing the good news of the king dom of God. 

The  Twelve were with him, 2 and also some wom en who had been 

 cured of evil spir its and dis eas es: Mary (called Mag da lene) from 

whom sev en de mons had come out; 3 Jo an na the wife of Chu za, the 

man ag er of Her od’s house hold; Su san na; and many oth ers.  These 

wom en were help ing to sup port them out of  their own means.

J E S U S  R A I S E S  A  W I D OW ’ S  SO N
11 Soon af ter ward,  Jesus went to a town  called Nain, and his dis-

ci ples and a  large  crowd went  along with him. 12 As he ap proached 

the town gate, a dead per son was be ing car ried out —  the only son 

of his moth er, and she was a wid ow. And a  large  crowd from the 

town was with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, his  heart went out to 

her and he said, “Don’t cry.”
14 Then he went up and  touched the bier they were car ry ing him 

on, and the bear ers  stood  still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, 

get up!” 15 The dead man sat up and be gan to talk, and  Jesus gave 

him back to his moth er.
16 They were all  filled with awe and  praised God. “A  great 

proph et has ap peared  among us,” they said. “God has come to help 

his peo ple.” 17 This news  about  Jesus  spread through out Ju dea and 

the sur round ing coun try.

J E S U S  A N D  J O H N TH E  BA P T I ST
18 John’s dis ci ples told him  about all  these  things. Call ing two of 

them, 19 he sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to 

come, or  should we ex pect some one else?”
20 When the men came to  Jesus, they said, “John the Bap tist sent 

us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or  should we ex-

pect some one else?’ ”
21 At that very time  Jesus  cured many who had dis eas es, sick-

ness es and evil spir its, and gave  sight to many who were  blind. 22 So 

he re plied to the mes sen gers, “Go back and re port to John what you 

have seen and  heard: The  blind re ceive  sight, the lame walk,  those 

who have lep ro sy a are  cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are  raised, 

and the good news is pro claimed to the poor. 23 Blessed is any one 

who does not stum ble on ac count of me.”
24 Af ter  John’s mes sen gers left,  Jesus be gan to  speak to the  crowd 

 about John: “What did you go out into the wil der ness to see? A 

reed  swayed by the wind? 25 If not, what did you go out to see? A 

man  dressed in fine  clothes? No,  those who wear ex pen sive  clothes 

and in dulge in lux u ry are in pal ac es. 26 But what did you go out to 

see? A proph et? Yes, I tell you, and more than a proph et. 27 This is 

the one  about whom it is writ ten:

  “ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,

  who will prepare your way before you.’ b

28 I tell you,  among  those born of wom en  there is no one great er 

than John; yet the one who is  least in the king dom of God is great-

er than he.”
29 (All the peo ple, even the tax col lec tors, when they  heard  Jesus’ 

 words, ac knowl edged that  God’s way was  right, be cause they had 

been bap tized by John. 30 But the Phar i sees and the ex perts in the 

law re ject ed  God’s pur pose for them selves, be cause they had not 

been bap tized by John.)
31 Jesus went on to say, “To what, then, can I com pare the peo ple 

of this gen er a tion? What are they like? 32 They are like chil dren sit-

ting in the mar ket place and call ing out to each oth er:

a 41 A denarius was the usual daily wage of a day laborer (see Matt. 20:2).    

a 22 The Greek word traditionally translated leprosy was used for various diseases 

affecting the skin.    b 27 Mal. 3:1    
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HOW COULD THESE WOMEN HELP 
SUPPORT JESUS AND ALL HIS 
DISCIPLES? (8:3)
It is unknown. Perhaps these women came 
from wealthy families, as suggested by the fact 
that one of them was the wife of a government 
official.

WHY DID JESUS USE STORIES THAT 
SOME PEOPLE COULDN’T UNDERSTAND? 
(8:4 – 10)
Parables were used to reveal, as well as con-
ceal, truth (Isa 6:9 – 10).  Jesus concealed truth 
from those who would reject his message —  a 
judgment on their hardheartedness.  Jesus 
may have kept certain secrets of the kingdom 
hidden from casual observers, overzealous 
but poorly informed supporters, and outright 
opponents to prevent them from steering his 
ministry toward a premature conclusion. To 
 people willing to receive his message, howev-
er,  Jesus’ stories communicated further truth 
about the nature of God’s kingdom.

LINK (8:4 – 15) A FARMER WENT OUT TO 
SOW HIS SEED
See Matthew 13:2 – 23; Mark 4:1 – 20.

DOESN’T GOD WANT EVERYONE TO 
UNDERSTAND HIS WORD? (8:10)
Yes, God wants all  people to understand his 
Word, but some  people harden their hearts 
and refuse to believe. God then uses their re-
jection to accomplish his purpose. Just as God 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart in order to bring 
about the exodus from Egypt (Ex 10:27 —  11:1), 
so here he blinded the eyes of these religious 
leaders —  who had already rejected  Jesus —  so 
that they couldn’t understand his parables. 
He used their rejection to accomplish salva-
tion through  Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
See the article Why does God harden some 
 people’s hearts? (Ex 11:10; p. 94).

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO PRODUCE A 
CROP? (8:15)
Elsewhere the Bible speaks of the fruit of the 
Spirit (Gal 5:22 – 23) —  the godly characteristics 
that are products of a Chris tian’s relationship 
with God. In this verse, produce a crop may 
also refer to Chris tians who share their faith 
with others and urge them to accept salvation 
in  Jesus.

4 While a  large  crowd was gath er ing and peo ple were com ing to 

 Jesus from town af ter town, he told this par a ble: 5 “A farm er went out 

to sow his seed. As he was scat ter ing the seed, some fell  along the 

path; it was tram pled on, and the  birds ate it up. 6 Some fell on  rocky 

ground, and when it came up, the  plants with ered be cause they had 

no mois ture. 7 Oth er seed fell  among  thorns,  which grew up with it 

and  choked the  plants. 8 Still oth er seed fell on good soil. It came up 

and yield ed a crop, a hun dred  times more than was sown.”

When he said this, he  called out, “Who ev er has ears to hear, let 

them hear.”
9 His dis ci ples  asked him what this par a ble  meant. 10 He said, 

“The knowl edge of the se crets of the king dom of God has been 

giv en to you, but to oth ers I  speak in par a bles, so that,

  “ ‘though seeing, they may not see;

  though hearing, they may not understand.’ a

11 “This is the mean ing of the par a ble: The seed is the word of 

God. 12 Those  along the path are the ones who hear, and then the 

dev il  comes and  takes away the word from  their  hearts, so that they 

may not be lieve and be  saved. 13 Those on the  rocky ground are the 

ones who re ceive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have 

no root. They be lieve for a  while, but in the time of test ing they fall 

away. 14 The seed that fell  among  thorns  stands for  those who hear, 

but as they go on  their way they are  choked by  life’s wor ries, rich es 

and plea sures, and they do not ma ture. 15 But the seed on good soil 

 stands for  those with a no ble and good  heart, who hear the word, 

re tain it, and by per se ver ing pro duce a crop.

A L A M P O N A  STA N D
16 “No one  lights a lamp and  hides it in a clay jar or puts it un der 

a bed. In stead, they put it on a  stand, so that  those who come in 

can see the  light. 17 For  there is noth ing hid den that will not be dis-

closed, and noth ing con cealed that will not be  known or  brought 

out into the open. 18 There fore con sid er care ful ly how you lis ten. 

Who ever has will be giv en more; who ever does not have, even what 

they  think they have will be tak en from them.”

MIRACLES OF JESUS

HEALING MIRACLES MATTHEW MARK LUKE JOHN

Man with leprosy 8:2 – 4 1:40 – 42 5:12–13

Roman centurion’s servant 8:5 –13 7:1–10

Peter’s mother-in-law 8:14 –15 1:30 – 31 4:38 –39

Two demon-possessed men 8:28 –34 5:1–15 8:27– 35

Paralyzed man 9:2 –7 2:3 –12 5:18 –25

Woman with bleeding 9:20 –22 5:25 – 29 8:43– 48

Two blind men 9:27–31

Mute, demon-possessed man 9:32–33

Man with a shriveled hand 12:10 –13 3:1– 5 6:6 –10

Blind, mute, demon-possessed man 12:22 11:14

Canaanite woman’s daughter 15:21– 28 7:24 –30

Demon-possessed boy 17:14 –18 9:17– 29 9:38 – 43

Two blind men (including Bartimaeus) 20:29– 34 10:46 –52 18:35 – 43

Deaf mute man 7:31–37

Possessed man in synagogue 1:23–26 4:33 –35

Blind man at Bethsaida 8:22–26

Crippled woman 13:11–13

Man with abnormal swelling 14:1– 4

Ten men with leprosy 17:11–19

The high priest’s servant 22:50 –51

Official’s son at Capernaum 4:46 –54

Sick man at pool of Bethesda 5:1–9

Man born blind 9:1–7

MIRACLES SHOWING POWER OVER NATURE

Calming the storm 8:23 – 27 4:37– 41 8:22–25

Walking on water 14:25 6:48 –51 6:19–21

Feeding of the 5,000 14:15 – 21 6:35 – 44 9:12–17 6:6 –13

Feeding of the 4,000 15:32–38 8:1–9

Coin in fish 17:24 –27

Fig tree withered 21:18 –22 11:12–14,20 –25

Large catch of fish 5:4 –11

Water turned into wine 2:1–11

Another large catch of fish 21:1–11

MIRACLES OF RAISING THE DEAD

Jairus’s daughter 9:18  –19,23 –25 5:22–24,38 – 42 8:41– 42,49–56

Widow’s son at Nain 7:11–15

Lazarus 11:1–  44

Salvation is the work of God. It came through  Jesus Christ by the shedding of his blood on the 
cross (Jn 3:17; Ro 5:9). Those who experience salvation are given eternal life as a gift of grace 
that they receive by faith (Eph 2:5,8) —  this gift comes because of God’s mercy, not as a result of 
human effort (2Ti 1:9; Titus 3:5).

Since salvation is a work of God’s grace from beginning to end (Ro 1:17; Gal 3:1 – 3), those who 
belong to Christ can be assured that they will never lose their salvation. They have been appointed to 
receive salvation, not to suffer wrath (1Th 5:9). There is also a subjective dimension to this assurance. The Holy Spirit testifies 
with our spirit that we are God’s children (Ro 8:16). In other words, when we are children of God, the Holy Spirit helps us know 
with confidence that we are heirs of eternal life.

But assurance is no excuse for complacency. God’s grace transforms those who are in Christ (2Co 5:21; Jas 2:14 – 26; 1Jn 
3:3). Therefore, those whose lives show no evidence of this transformation should examine themselves to see if they have 
genuinely trusted in Christ (2Co 13:5; Heb 6:1 – 8). For such  people the question is not whether they might lose their salvation 
but whether they ever possessed it in the first place.

CAN CHRIS TIANS LOSE THEIR SALVATION? (8:13)

T O P  1 0 0
M O S T - A S K E D

a 10 Isaiah 6:9    

L U K E  8 : 4 1 5 1 4 1 5 1 5
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LINK (8:40 – 56) A MAN NAMED 
JAIRUS . . . FELL AT JESUS’ FEET
See Matthew 9:18 – 26; Mark 5:22 – 43.

COULD OTHERS TAP JESUS’ POWER 
WITHOUT HIS PERMISSION? (8:46)
 Jesus was always in control; his power was 
never released without his consent. Why, then, 
did he ask who had touched him? Possibly he 
did so to make the woman go public. It would 
have been in her best interest —  not to mention 
the crowd’s —  to tell others what had happened 
to her. Thus, a person of timid faith became a 
faithful witness.

WHY DOESN’T FAITH HEAL EVERYONE? 
(8:48)
Although God sometimes heals in response 
to faith, the Bible never teaches that faith 
automatically brings healing. God sometimes 
has a greater purpose than physical healing 
to accomplish in our lives: building character 
(Ro 5:3 – 4), teaching us to depend on him 
(2Co 12:7 – 10), allowing us to share in  Jesus’ 
suffering (1Pe 4:12 – 13), encouraging others to-
ward faith through our example (Jas 5:10 – 11), 
and so forth. Faith, of course, is the ultimate 
healing; it brings eternal life in  Jesus and the 
glorified bodies that believers will receive at 
the resurrection (1Co 15:50 – 57). See Does 
God guarantee healing from any disease? (Ps 
103:3; p. 860) and Is healing guaranteed? (Jas 
5:15 – 16; p. 1787).

WHY DID JESUS INSIST THE GIRL WAS 
NOT DEAD? (8:52)
 Jesus used sleep as a picture of death on more 
than one occasion (e.g., Jn 11:11 – 14). Perhaps 
he spoke this way to show that when he is in-
volved, death is not final. He then brought this 
girl back from death. 

WHY DID JESUS SAY TO TAKE NOTHING? 
(9:3)
 Jesus wanted the Twelve to be completely de-
pendent on God for their provision. He wanted 
them to see that God would provide for them 
through the hospitality of others. In fact, the 
New Testament churches were repeatedly en-
couraged to support those who ministered to 
them (Php 4:14 – 19; 1Ti 5:17 – 18; 3Jn 5 – 8).

LINK (9:3 – 5) SHAKE THE DUST OFF 
YOUR FEET
See Matthew 10:9 – 15; Mark 6:8 – 11.

WHY WERE THEY TO SHAKE THE DUST 
OFF [THEIR] FEET? (9:5)
Jews returning to Israel from a foreign land 
shook the dust from their sandals and clothing 
to avoid defiling the land they considered holy. 
The disciples were delivering a similar warn-
ing to the  people of Israel. If they rejected the 
message of  Jesus the Messiah, they would face 
the same judgment as unbelieving foreigners.

IS IT FAIR THAT WHOEVER HAS WILL BE 
GIVEN MORE? (8:18)
Fairness is not the issue. If it were, no one 
would receive anything from God except judg-
ment. The point here is that God, in his mercy, 
rewards those who are faithful. The one who 
lives a righ teous life will enjoy the best life has 
to offer, though rewards may often seem intan-
gible. The more closely a person lines up with 
God’s purposes, the greater the benefits —  in 
this life as well as in the next.

LINK (8:19 – 21) MY MOTHER AND 
BROTHERS
See Matthew 12:46 – 50; Mark 3:31 – 35.

DID JESUS REJECT HIS OWN FAMILY? 
(8:20 – 21)
No. He simply used this incident to make a 
point: If one has to choose between one’s fam-
ily and the will of God, the will of God must 
come first. Those who obey God’s Word are 
included in the family of God and will be re-
warded (18:29 – 30).

LINK (8:22 – 25) MASTER, WE’RE GOING 
TO DROWN
Matthew 8:23 – 27 and Mark 4:36 – 41 also re-
cord this event. Similar stories appear in Mark 
6:47 – 52 and John 6:16 – 21.

LINK (8:26 – 39) HE WAS MET BY A 
DEMON-POSSESSED MAN
See Matthew 8:28 – 34; Mark 5:1 – 20.

WHY DIDN’T THE EVIL SPIRIT 
IMMEDIATELY OBEY JESUS’ COMMAND? 
(8:28 – 29)
The forces of evil push rebellion as far as pos-
sible, even when directly confronted by the 
Son of God. As  Jesus’ followers, we have been 
given authority over the enemy (10:19), but we 
may not always see instant results. When we 
resist the devil, he will flee (Jas 4:7), though 
not willingly and not always immediately.

WHAT WAS THE ABYSS? (8:31)
The Greeks used this word to describe the 
underworld abode of demonic hordes, sug-
gesting an unseen place so deep it is unfath-
omable. The New Testament uses this Greek 
word (abyssos) ten times —  once (Ro 10:7) for 
the place of the dead (translated the deep) and 
nine times (here and eight times in Revelation) 
to describe the place of confinement for evil 
spirits and Satan.

WHY WERE PIGS BEING RAISED IN 
JEWISH AREAS? (8:32)
They weren’t. The region of the Gerasenes 
(v. 26) was technically not Jewish territory. 
Mark 5:20 says it was part of the Decapolis, 
which was a predominately Gentile territory 
where some Jews lived.

WHAT WERE THE PEOPLE AFRAID OF? 
(8:37)
They seemed to fear the awesome power of 
God displayed in their midst. Such super-
natural power would have been unnerving 
to  people who had not shown any interest in 
honoring God. They may have seen the loss 
of their herd as God’s judgment and perhaps 
feared further judgment.

38 The man from whom the de mons had gone out  begged to go 

with him, but  Jesus sent him away, say ing, 39 “Re turn home and tell 

how much God has done for you.” So the man went away and told 

all over town how much  Jesus had done for him.

J E S U S  R A I S E S  A  D E AD  G I R L  AN D  H E AL S  A 
S I C K  WO M AN

40 Now when  Jesus re turned, a  crowd wel comed him, for they 

were all ex pect ing him. 41 Then a man  named Ja i rus, a syn a gogue 

lead er, came and fell at  Jesus’ feet, plead ing with him to come to 

his  house 42 be cause his only daugh ter, a girl of  about  twelve, was 

dy ing.

As  Jesus was on his way, the  crowds al most  crushed him. 43 And 

a wom an was  there who had been sub ject to bleed ing for  twelve 

 years, a but no one  could heal her. 44 She came up be hind him 

and  touched the edge of his  cloak, and im me di ate ly her bleed ing 

stopped.
45 “Who  touched me?”  Jesus asked.

When they all de nied it, Pe ter said, “Mas ter, the peo ple are 

crowd ing and press ing  against you.”
46 But  Jesus said, “Some one  touched me; I know that pow er has 

gone out from me.”
47 Then the wom an, see ing that she  could not go un no ticed, 

came trem bling and fell at his feet. In the pres ence of all the peo ple, 

she told why she had  touched him and how she had been in stant ly 

 healed. 48 Then he said to her, “Daugh ter, your  faith has  healed you. 

Go in peace.”
49 While  Jesus was  still speak ing, some one came from the  house 

of Ja i rus, the syn a gogue lead er. “Your daugh ter is dead,” he said. 

“Don’t both er the teach er any more.”
50 Hear ing this,  Jesus said to Ja i rus, “Don’t be  afraid; just be lieve, 

and she will be healed.”
51 When he ar rived at the  house of Ja i rus, he did not let any one 

go in with him ex cept Pe ter, John and  James, and the  child’s fa ther 

and moth er. 52 Mean while, all the peo ple were wail ing and mourn-

ing for her. “Stop wail ing,”  Jesus said. “She is not dead but asleep.”
53 They  laughed at him, know ing that she was dead. 54 But he 

took her by the hand and said, “My  child, get up!” 55 Her spir it re-

turned, and at once she  stood up. Then  Jesus told them to give her 

some thing to eat. 56 Her par ents were as ton ished, but he or dered 

them not to tell any one what had hap pened.

J E S U S  S E N DS  O U T  TH E  T W E LV E

9 When  Jesus had  called the  Twelve to geth er, he gave them 

pow er and au thor i ty to  drive out all de mons and to cure dis-

eas es, 2 and he sent them out to pro claim the king dom of God and 

to heal the sick. 3 He told them: “Take noth ing for the jour ney —  no 

 staff, no bag, no  bread, no mon ey, no ex tra  shirt. 4 What ev er  house 

you en ter, stay  there un til you  leave that town. 5 If peo ple do not 

wel come you,  leave  their town and  shake the dust off your feet as a 

tes ti mo ny  against them.” 6 So they set out and went from vil lage to 

vil lage, pro claim ing the good news and heal ing peo ple ev ery where.

J E S U S ’  M OTH E R  AN D  B ROTH E R S
19 Now  Jesus’ moth er and broth ers came to see him, but they were 

not able to get near him be cause of the  crowd. 20 Some one told him, 

“Your moth er and broth ers are stand ing out side, want ing to see you.”
21 He re plied, “My moth er and broth ers are  those who hear 

 God’s word and put it into prac tice.”

J E S U S  CALM S TH E  STO R M
22 One day  Jesus said to his dis ci ples, “Let us go over to the oth-

er side of the lake.” So they got into a boat and set out. 23 As they 

 sailed, he fell  asleep. A  squall came down on the lake, so that the 

boat was be ing  swamped, and they were in  great dan ger.
24 The dis ci ples went and woke him, say ing, “Mas ter, Mas ter, 

 we’re go ing to drown!”

He got up and re buked the wind and the rag ing wa ters; the 

 storm sub sid ed, and all was calm. 25 “Where is your  faith?” he  asked 

his dis ci ples.

In fear and amaze ment they  asked one an oth er, “Who is this? 

He com mands even the  winds and the wa ter, and they obey him.”

J E S U S  R E STO R E S  A  D E M O N - P O S S E S S E D 
M A N

26 They  sailed to the re gion of the Ger a senes, a  which is  across 

the lake from Gal i lee. 27 When  Jesus  stepped  ashore, he was met by 

a de mon-pos sessed man from the town. For a long time this man 

had not worn  clothes or  lived in a  house, but had  lived in the  tombs. 
28 When he saw  Jesus, he  cried out and fell at his feet, shout ing at 

the top of his  voice, “What do you want with me,  Jesus, Son of 

the Most High God? I beg you,  don’t tor ture me!” 29 For  Jesus had 

com mand ed the im pure spir it to come out of the man. Many  times 

it had  seized him, and  though he was  chained hand and foot and 

kept un der  guard, he had bro ken his  chains and had been driv en by 

the de mon into sol i tary plac es.
30 Jesus  asked him, “What is your name?”

“Le gion,” he re plied, be cause many de mons had gone into him. 
31 And they  begged  Jesus re peat ed ly not to or der them to go into 

the Abyss.
32 A  large herd of pigs was feed ing  there on the hill side. The de-

mons  begged  Jesus to let them go into the pigs, and he gave them 

per mis sion. 33 When the de mons came out of the man, they went 

into the pigs, and the herd  rushed down the  steep bank into the 

lake and was drowned.
34 When  those tend ing the pigs saw what had hap pened, they 

ran off and re port ed this in the town and coun try side, 35 and the 

peo ple went out to see what had hap pened. When they came to 

 Jesus, they  found the man from whom the de mons had gone out, 

sit ting at  Jesus’ feet,  dressed and in his  right mind; and they were 

 afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told the peo ple how the de mon-

pos sessed man had been  cured. 37 Then all the peo ple of the re gion 

of the Ger a senes  asked  Jesus to  leave them, be cause they were over-

come with fear. So he got into the boat and left.

a 43 Many manuscripts years, and she had spent all she had on doctors    a 26 Some manuscripts Gadarenes; other manuscripts Gergesenes; also in verse 37    
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LINK (9:28 – 36) THE APPEARANCE OF 
HIS FACE CHANGED
See Matthew 17:1 – 8; Mark 9:2 – 8.

WERE MOSES AND ELIJAH PHYSICALLY 
PRESENT OR WAS THIS JUST AN 
ILLUSION? (9:30)
God briefly brought them from the spiri-
tual realm —  presumably paradise (23:43; 2Co 
12:2 – 4) —  to appear with  Jesus on this special 
occasion. This should not be confused with 
spiritualist practices; this was not a séance or 
an example of reincarnation. This event linked 
 Jesus to the religious heritage of the Jews. 
Moses (representing the law) and Elijah (repre-
senting the prophets) demonstrated their ap-
proval for  Jesus and his new covenant, which 
was superior to the earlier covenant (Heb 8:6).

LINK (9:37 – 45) JESUS . . . HEALED THE 
BOY
See Matthew 17:14 – 18; Mark 9:14 – 27.

ARE EVIL SPIRITS THE CAUSE OF 
CONVULSIONS? (9:39)
They may be the cause of some convulsions. 
Passages like this indicate that sometimes de-
mons manifest themselves in visible physical 
signs. But every convulsion is not caused by 
a demon; physical causes may also lie behind 
such symptoms.

WHY COULDN’T THE DISCIPLES DRIVE 
OUT THIS SPIRIT? (9:40)
The disciples, frustrated and confused by their 
failure, asked the same question (Mt 17:19; Mk 
9:28).  Jesus reminded them that faith and 
prayer are necessary to overcome the power 
of the enemy (Mt 17:20; Mk 9:29). See Why 
didn’t the disciples have enough faith? (Mt 
17:20; p. 1439) and Why didn’t the evil spirit 
immediately obey  Jesus’ command? (Lk 
8:28 – 29; p. 1516).

WHO WAS THIS HEROD? (9:7)
This was Herod Antipas, who wanted to kill 
 Jesus (13:31 – 32) and before whom  Jesus 
eventually appeared during part of his trial 
(23:6 – 12). His father, Herod the Great, ruled 
during the time of  Jesus’ birth. Technically, the 
term tetrarch referred to someone who gov-
erned one-fourth of a country, but sometimes 
the title was used simply as a synonym for 
“prince” or “king.” Herod Antipas ruled over 
the regions of Galilee and Perea (see Setting 
of the Gospels [Mt 1:1; p. 1411]) from approxi-
mately 4 BC to AD 39.

LINK (9:7 – 9) HE WAS PERPLEXED
See Matthew 14:1 – 2; Mark 6:14 – 16.

LINK (9:10 – 17) THEY ALL ATE AND 
WERE SATISFIED
See Matthew 14:13 – 21; Mark 6:32 – 44; John 
6:5 – 13.

WHY DID JESUS CARE ABOUT WHAT THE 
CROWDS THOUGHT? (9:18)
Though  Jesus’ question seems to indicate 
that the crowd’s thoughts concerned him, he 
probably used this to prompt his disciples to 
consider the matter themselves. By redirecting 
the question to them (v. 20), he gave them an 
opportunity to declare their faith in him.

LINK (9:18 – 20) WHO DO YOU SAY I AM?
See Matthew 16:13 – 16; Mark 8:27 – 29.

LINK (9:22 – 27) THE SON OF 
MAN . . . MUST BE KILLED
See Matthew 16:21 – 28; Mark 8:31 —  9:1.

WHY IS SELF-DENIAL A PREREQUISITE 
TO BEING A CHRISTIAN? (9:23)
Authentic discipleship means dying to self and 
living wholly for  Jesus.  Jesus humbled him-
self and gave up his home in heaven to save 
humankind. Now he calls followers to “die” 
each day to self-reliance, self-sufficiency and 
self-justification and to depend on him. This 
death to self-centeredness is an essential part 
of salvation because we cannot save ourselves 
through human effort. Salvation comes by dy-
ing to the old life and rising again to new life in 
Christ  Jesus (Ro 6:1 – 11; see Col 3:1 – 4).

WHAT DOES TAKE UP THEIR CROSS 
MEAN? (9:23)
This phrase probably startled  Jesus’ listeners, 
for in that culture “taking up a cross” meant fac-
ing the horrible pain and humiliation of Roman 
crucifixion —  a punishment usually reserved for 
condemned criminals.  Jesus laid down his life 
voluntarily, and he asks us to do the same —  to 
commit our lives wholeheartedly to him, accept-
ing any hardship this choice may bring.

TH E  TR AN S F I G U R AT I O N
28 About  eight days af ter  Jesus said this, he took Pe ter, John and 

 James with him and went up onto a moun tain to pray. 29 As he 

was pray ing, the ap pear ance of his face  changed, and his  clothes 

be came as  bright as a  f lash of light ning. 30 Two men, Mo ses and 

Eli jah, ap peared in glo ri ous splen dor, talk ing with  Jesus. 31 They 

 spoke  about his de par ture, a  which he was  about to  bring to ful fill-

ment at Je ru sa lem. 32 Pe ter and his com pan ions were very  sleepy, 

but when they be came ful ly  awake, they saw his glo ry and the two 

men stand ing with him. 33 As the men were leav ing  Jesus, Pe ter 

said to him, “Mas ter, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up  three 

shel ters —  one for you, one for Mo ses and one for Eli jah.” (He did 

not know what he was say ing.)
34 While he was speak ing, a  cloud ap peared and cov ered them, 

and they were  afraid as they en tered the  cloud. 35 A  voice came from 

the  cloud, say ing, “This is my Son, whom I have cho sen; lis ten 

to him.” 36 When the  voice had spo ken, they  found that  Jesus was 

 alone. The dis ci ples kept this to them selves and did not tell any one 

at that time what they had seen.

J E S U S  H E AL S  A  D E M O N - P OS S E S S E D  B OY
37 The next day, when they came down from the moun tain, a 

 large  crowd met him. 38 A man in the  crowd  called out, “Teach er, 

I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only  child. 39 A spir it seiz-

es him and he sud den ly  screams; it  throws him into con vul sions 

so that he  foams at the  mouth. It scarce ly ever  leaves him and is 

de stroy ing him. 40 I  begged your dis ci ples to  drive it out, but they 

 could not.”
41 “You un be liev ing and per verse gen er a tion,”  Jesus re plied, “how 

long  shall I stay with you and put up with you?  Bring your son 

here.”
42 Even  while the boy was com ing, the de mon  threw him to 

the  ground in a con vul sion. But  Jesus re buked the im pure spir it, 

 healed the boy and gave him back to his fa ther. 43 And they were all 

 amazed at the great ness of God.

7 Now Her od the te trarch  heard  about all that was go ing on. 

And he was per plexed be cause some were say ing that John had 

been  raised from the dead, 8 oth ers that Eli jah had ap peared, and 

 still oth ers that one of the proph ets of long ago had come back to 

life. 9 But Her od said, “I be head ed John. Who, then, is this I hear 

such  things  about?” And he  tried to see him.

J E S U S  FE E DS  TH E  F I V E  TH O U SA N D
10 When the apos tles re turned, they re port ed to  Jesus what they 

had done. Then he took them with him and they with drew by 

them selves to a town  called Beth sa i da, 11 but the  crowds  learned 

 about it and fol lowed him. He wel comed them and  spoke to them 

 about the king dom of God, and  healed  those who need ed heal ing.
12 Late in the af ter noon the  Twelve came to him and said, “Send 

the  crowd away so they can go to the sur round ing vil lag es and 

coun try side and find food and lodg ing, be cause we are in a re mote 

 place here.”
13 He re plied, “You give them some thing to eat.”

They an swered, “We have only five  loaves of  bread and two 

fish —  un less we go and buy food for all this  crowd.” 14 (About five 

thou sand men were there.)

But he said to his dis ci ples, “Have them sit down in  groups of 

 about fif ty each.” 15 The dis ci ples did so, and ev ery one sat down. 
16 Tak ing the five  loaves and the two fish and look ing up to heav en, 

he gave  thanks and  broke them. Then he gave them to the dis ci-

ples to dis trib ute to the peo ple. 17 They all ate and were sat is fied, 

and the dis ci ples  picked up  twelve bas ket fuls of bro ken piec es that 

were left over.

PE TE R  D EC L AR E S  TH AT  J E S U S  I S  TH E 
M E S S IAH

18 Once when  Jesus was pray ing in pri vate and his dis ci ples were 

with him, he  asked them, “Who do the  crowds say I am?”
19 They re plied, “Some say John the Bap tist; oth ers say Eli jah; 

and  still oth ers, that one of the proph ets of long ago has come back 

to life.”
20 “But what  about you?” he  asked. “Who do you say I am?”

Pe ter an swered, “God’s Mes si ah.”

J E S U S  PR E D I C TS  H I S  D E ATH
21 Jesus strict ly  warned them not to tell this to any one. 22 And he 

said, “The Son of Man must suf fer many  things and be re ject ed by 

the el ders, the  chief  priests and the teach ers of the law, and he must 

be  killed and on the  third day be  raised to life.”
23 Then he said to them all: “Who ev er  wants to be my dis ci ple 

must deny them selves and take up  their  cross dai ly and fol low me. 
24 For who ev er  wants to save  their life will lose it, but who ev er los es 

 their life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for some one to gain 

the  whole  world, and yet lose or for feit their very self ? 26 Who ever 

is  ashamed of me and my  words, the Son of Man will be  ashamed 

of them when he  comes in his glo ry and in the glo ry of the Fa ther 

and of the holy an gels.
27 “Tru ly I tell you, some who are stand ing here will not  taste 

 death be fore they see the king dom of God.”

Demons are called deceiving spirits (1Ti 4:1). They are also called impure spirits (Mt 10:1; see Lk 
4:33). The origin of demons is not described in the Scriptures, but  Jesus’ reference to the devil 
and his angels (Mt 25:41) suggests that demons are angels who fell when Satan rebelled (Rev 12:4).

Demons can speak and can possess  people and animals (Mk 5:9,12; Ac 19:15). Deceitful spirits are 
also capable of appearing as angels of light (2Co 11:14). Yet despite their apparent beauty and power, 
their influence is ultimately destructive (Mk 5:2 – 5). Demonic manifestation during the New Testament era often resulted in 
symptoms similar to those of mental or physical illness (e.g., Mt 9:33; 17:15,18; Mk 5:15). Demonic influence is also a source of 
false religion (Dt 32:17; 1Co 10:19 – 21).

The fact that demons are rarely mentioned in the Old Testament has caused some Bible scholars to conclude that the high 
frequency of demonic activity in the New Testament era was unique and may have been a response to the presence of  Jesus. 
Others believe that demons are just as active today. In either case,  Jesus gave his disciples authority over evil spirits (Mk 
6:7). This power is rooted in  Jesus the Messiah’s kingdom authority (Mt 10:1,7 – 8), which remains very much in effect today.

WHAT ARE DEMONS,  AND HOW DO THEY INTERACT WITH THE 
WORLD TODAY? (9:37 –  43)

T O P  1 0 0
M O S T - A S K E D

a 31 Greek exodos    
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LINK (10:13 – 15,21 – 22) WOE TO YOU
Matthew records  Jesus’ pronouncement of 
woe on unrepentant cities in Matthew 11:21 – 23 
and  Jesus’ praise to the Father in Matthew 
11:25 – 27.

WILL JUDGMENT BE EASIER FOR SOME 
THAN OTHERS? (10:14)
Some  people may deserve more severe pun-
ishment than others because greater knowl-
edge implies greater accountability. According 
to  Jesus, a servant who knowingly disobeys his 
master deserves more punishment than one 
who disobeys in ignorance (12:47 – 48). God’s 
judgment is completely just. In the past God 
extended special mercy to those who acted in 
ignorance, but now he calls everyone to repent 
(Ac 17:30; Ro 2:4 – 11).

HOW DID SATAN FALL FROM HEAVEN? 
(10:18)
Satan fell in the sense that he was defeated 
when confronted with the power of  Jesus. The 
disciples preached the message of the king-
dom, healed the sick, raised the dead, cleansed 
lepers and drove out demons (Mt 10:7 – 8). The 
miraculous ministry of  Jesus proved that God’s 
power was far greater than Satan’s. When 
 Jesus ushered in the kingdom of God, Satan’s 
demise began. Some tie this verse to Isaiah 14 
and Revelation 12, but both of those contexts 
are different from this one. There may be a 
parallel, but that similarity does not make the 
events identical.

IN WHAT SENSE ARE SNAKES AND 
SCORPIONS USED BY THE ENEMY? 
(10:19)
These creatures were symbols of the presence 
of evil (cf. Rev 20:2). This was, then, a figura-
tive way to speak of trampling over evil. None-
theless, some see this as a literal promise of 
physical protection.

LINK (10:23 – 24) BLESSED ARE THE 
EYES THAT SEE WHAT YOU SEE
See Matthew 13:16 – 17.

LINK (10:25 – 28) WHAT MUST I DO
See Matthew 22:34 – 40; Mark 12:28 – 31.

LINK (9:46 – 50) THE GREATEST
See Matthew 18:1 – 5; Mark 9:33 – 37.

WHAT DOES WELCOMING A CHILD HAVE 
TO DO WITH SPIRITUAL GREATNESS? 
(9:48)
 People often ignore those who have no influ-
ence and treat with favor those who do. We 
rub shoulders with the great in order to boost 
our own ego and status in the eyes of others. 
 Jesus calls us to humble ourselves. We should 
care nothing about the world’s status symbols 
because the true way to greatness is humility 
(1Pe 5:5 – 6). One sign of this humility is wel-
coming those whom the world considers insig-
nificant (e.g., children).

WHY DID THE SAMARITANS CARE 
WHERE JESUS WAS GOING? (9:53)
The Samaritans were disturbed by anybody 
worshiping in Jerusalem. They believed that 
Mount Gerizim was the place to meet with God 
(see Map 11 at the back of this Bible). Deep 
hostilities had existed between the Samaritans 
and the Jews for centuries because of ethnic 
and religious differences. See Why was there 
tension between Jews and Samaritans? (Jn 
4:9; p. 1557).

LINK (9:57 – 60) THE SON OF MAN HAS 
NO PLACE TO LAY HIS HEAD
See Matthew 8:19 – 22.

WHY DID JESUS DISCOURAGE THOSE 
WHO WANTED TO FOLLOW HIM? 
(9:57 – 62)
He wanted them to know exactly what becom-
ing his disciples would cost them. He pushed 
his point to show them that there would be 
ongoing hardships in following him. As the 
Jewish religious leaders became increasingly 
hostile toward  Jesus, he wanted his disciples 
to be prepared for the worst (Jn 15:18). He was 
ensuring that they were following him for the 
right reasons and not simply because they 
were seeking power, status or some other self-
ish agenda.

WHAT DID JESUS MEAN ABOUT HAVING 
NO PLACE TO LAY HIS HEAD? (9:58)
It meant he had no permanent home.  Jesus 
lived as a traveling teacher wholly commit-
ted to preaching the kingdom of God. Though 
God does not necessarily call everyone to live 
that same way, he does expect believers to 
commit every possession and relationship to 
him, serve him, and live a life of dependence 
on him.

WHAT DID LAMBS AMONG WOLVES 
MEAN? (10:3)
 Jesus wanted his 72 disciples to understand 
what they were getting into. Their task would 
be dangerous. Often they would be rejected. 
 Jesus was up front about what would happen 
if they ministered in his name.

LINK (10:4 – 12) DO NOT TAKE A PURSE 
OR BAG OR SANDALS
See Luke 9:3 – 5.

if not, it will re turn to you. 7 Stay  there, eat ing and drink ing what-

ev er they give you, for the work er de serves his wag es. Do not move 

 around from  house to house.
8 “When you en ter a town and are wel comed, eat what is of fered 

to you. 9 Heal the sick who are  there and tell them, ‘The king dom 

of God has come near to you.’ 10 But when you en ter a town and are 

not wel comed, go into its  streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your 

town we wipe from our feet as a warn ing to you. Yet be sure of this: 

The king dom of God has come near.’ 12 I tell you, it will be more 

bear able on that day for Sod om than for that town.
13 “Woe to you, Cho ra zin! Woe to you, Beth sa i da! For if the mir-

a cles that were per formed in you had been per formed in Tyre and 

Si don, they  would have re pent ed long ago, sit ting in sack cloth and 

ash es. 14 But it will be more bear able for Tyre and Si don at the judg-

ment than for you. 15 And you, Ca per na um, will you be lift ed to the 

heav ens? No, you will go down to Hades. a

16 “Who ev er lis tens to you lis tens to me; who ev er re jects you re-

jects me; but who ev er re jects me re jects him who sent me.”
17 The sev en ty-two re turned with joy and said, “Lord, even the 

de mons sub mit to us in your name.”
18 He re plied, “I saw Sa tan fall like light ning from heav en. 19 I 

have giv en you au thor i ty to tram ple on  snakes and scor pi ons and 

to over come all the pow er of the en e my; noth ing will harm you. 
20 How ev er, do not re joice that the spir its sub mit to you, but re joice 

that your  names are writ ten in heav en.”
21 At that time  Jesus, full of joy  through the Holy Spir it, said, “I 

 praise you, Fa ther, Lord of heav en and  earth, be cause you have hid-

den  these  things from the wise and  learned, and re vealed them to 

lit tle chil dren. Yes, Fa ther, for this is what you were  pleased to do.
22 “All  things have been com mit ted to me by my Fa ther. No one 

 knows who the Son is ex cept the Fa ther, and no one  knows who 

the Fa ther is ex cept the Son and  those to whom the Son choos es 

to re veal him.”
23 Then he  turned to his dis ci ples and said pri vate ly, “Blessed are 

the eyes that see what you see. 24 For I tell you that many proph ets 

and  kings want ed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear 

what you hear but did not hear it.”

TH E  PA R A B LE  O F  TH E  G O O D SA M A R ITA N
25 On one oc ca sion an ex pert in the law  stood up to test  Jesus. 

“Teach er,” he  asked, “what must I do to in her it eter nal life?”
26 “What is writ ten in the Law?” he re plied. “How do you 

read it?”
27 He an swered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your  heart 

and with all your soul and with all your  strength and with all your 

mind’ b; and, ‘Love your neigh bor as your self.’ c    ”
28 “You have an swered cor rect ly,”  Jesus re plied. “Do this and you 

will live.”
29 But he want ed to jus ti fy him self, so he  asked  Jesus, “And who 

is my neigh bor?”
30 In re ply  Jesus said: “A man was go ing down from Je ru sa lem to 

JESUS PRED ICTS H IS DEATH A SECOND T IME
While ev ery one was mar vel ing at all that  Jesus did, he said to his 

dis ci ples, 44 “Lis ten care ful ly to what I am  about to tell you: The Son 

of Man is go ing to be de liv ered in to the  hands of men.” 45 But they 

did not un der stand what this  meant. It was hid den from them, so 

that they did not  grasp it, and they were  afraid to ask him  about it.
46 An ar gu ment start ed  among the dis ci ples as to  which of them 

 would be the great est. 47  Jesus, know ing  their  thoughts, took a lit-

tle  child and had him  stand be side him. 48 Then he said to them, 

“Who ev er wel comes this lit tle  child in my name wel comes me; and 

who ev er wel comes me wel comes the one who sent me. For it is the 

one who is  least  among you all who is the great est.”
49 “Mas ter,” said John, “we saw some one driv ing out de mons in 

your name and we  tried to stop him, be cause he is not one of us.”
50 “Do not stop him,”  Jesus said, “for who ev er is not  against you 

is for you.”

SAM AR ITAN  O PP OS IT I O N
51 As the time ap proached for him to be tak en up to heav en, 

 Jesus res o lute ly set out for Je ru sa lem. 52 And he sent mes sen gers 

on  ahead, who went into a Sa mar i tan vil lage to get  things  ready 

for him; 53 but the peo ple  there did not wel come him, be cause he 

was head ing for Je ru sa lem. 54 When the dis ci ples  James and John 

saw this, they  asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from 

heav en to de stroy them a ?” 55 But  Jesus  turned and re buked them. 
56 Then he and his dis ci ples went to an oth er vil lage.

TH E  C OST  O F  FO LLOW I N G J E S U S
57 As they were walk ing  along the road, a man said to him, “I 

will fol low you wher ev er you go.”
58 Jesus re plied, “Fox es have  dens and  birds have  nests, but the 

Son of Man has no  place to lay his head.”
59 He said to an oth er man, “Fol low me.”

But he re plied, “Lord,  first let me go and bury my fa ther.”
60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury  their own dead, but you 

go and pro claim the king dom of God.”
61 Still an oth er said, “I will fol low you, Lord; but  first let me go 

back and say goodbye to my fam i ly.”
62 Jesus re plied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and  looks 

back is fit for ser vice in the king dom of God.”

J E S U S  S E N DS  O U T  TH E  S E V E NT Y-T WO

10 Af ter this the Lord ap point ed sev en ty-two b oth ers and sent 

them two by two  ahead of him to ev ery town and  place 

 where he was  about to go. 2 He told them, “The har vest is plen ti ful, 

but the work ers are few. Ask the Lord of the har vest, there fore, to 

send out work ers into his har vest  field. 3 Go! I am send ing you out 

like  lambs  among  wolves. 4 Do not take a  purse or bag or san dals; 

and do not  greet any one on the road.
5 “When you en ter a  house,  first say, ‘Peace to this  house.’ 6 If 

some one who pro motes  peace is there, your  peace will rest on them; 

a 15 That is, the realm of the dead    b 27 Deut. 6:5    c 27 Lev. 19:18    

a 54 Some manuscripts them, just as Elijah did    b 1 Some manuscripts seventy; also 

in verse 17    
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LINK (11:2 – 4) WHEN YOU PRAY
See Matthew 6:9 – 13.

WHY DID THIS WHOLE FAMILY SLEEP IN 
ONE BED? (11:7)
In that day, it was common for homes, espe-
cially those of poor families, to have only one 
room. The whole family typically slept in that 
single room, on mats spread out on the floor. 
Some suggest this bed may have been a divan, 
a large platformlike couch, set against the wall. 
During the day it was used for sitting; at night, 
for sleeping. Either way, any disturbance would 
have likely awakened the whole family.

LINK (11:9 – 13) ASK AND IT WILL BE 
GIVEN TO YOU
See Matthew 7:7 – 11.

WILL GOD GIVE US WHAT WE WANT 
JUST BECAUSE WE ASK? (11:9 – 13)
No. God promises to meet all of our needs, 
not necessarily give us everything we desire 
or that seems beneficial to us.  Jesus at other 
times said, You may ask me for anything in my 
name (Jn 14:14) and Whatever you ask in my 
name the Father will give you (Jn 15:16). This 
means that we are to ask for things that will 
accomplish  Jesus’ purpose in the world. As we 
grow in our relationship with God, we increas-
ingly desire the things he desires.

LINK (11:14 – 22) OTHERS TESTED HIM
Similar accounts are given in Matthew 
12:22 – 45 and Mark 3:23 – 27.

WHERE DID THE NAME BEELZEBUL 
COME FROM? (11:15)
The source of this name for Satan is not clear, 
but it seems to have roots in idol worship. Baal 
was a Canaanite god meaning “lord” or “mas-
ter.” An early related form was Baal-Zebul. The 
Jews ridiculed the idol and its worshipers by 
changing the name to Baal-Zebub (e.g., 2Ki 
1:2) —  meaning “lord of the flies —  or Baal-Zebul 
or Beelzebul (e.g., here) —  meaning “lord of the 
dung” or “lord of the dung hill.”

WHO, BESIDES JESUS AND HIS 
DISCIPLES, COULD DRIVE OUT DEMONS? 
(11:19)
Evidently some of the Pharisees drove out de-
mons or at least claimed to do so. Acts 19:13 
mentions a group of Jews who went around 
driving out evil spirits. Others not associated 
with the apostles (Lk 9:49 – 50) were also cast-
ing out demons in  Jesus’ name.

WHAT ARE THESE ARID PLACES? (11:24)
Evil spirits evidently prefer to live in bodies (Mt 
8:31 – 32). Since few houses exist in a desert, 
 Jesus used arid places to picture the restless 
discomfort of a disembodied evil spirit seeking 
a dwelling place.

WHY IS BEING CLEANSED FROM EVIL A 
SETUP FOR GREATER EVIL? (11:24 – 26)
On one level, this was a metaphor for Israel (Mt 
12:45): the Messiah had come to redeem the na-
tion, but most rejected the opportunity, which 
left them vulnerable to increased demonic in-
fluence. But there is another lesson: When a 
demon is removed, the “vacuum” left behind 
must be filled with the Holy Spirit. If it is not, 
the demon will return with additional demons. 
The same is true of sinful behaviors. The per-
son’s condition is then worse than it was before.

WHY DID JESUS INCLUDE A PRIEST, 
A LEVITE AND A SAMARITAN IN THIS 
STORY? (10:31 – 33)
 Jesus included three kinds of individuals in 
his story, raising three kinds of expectations 
among his listeners. A priest was God’s rep-
resentative, a Levite the priest’s assistant —  
so-called examples of righ teous ness.  Jesus’ 
listeners would have expected them to help. 
Samaritans, on the other hand, were despised 
for their ethnic and religious impurities.  Jesus’ 
listeners would have expected them to walk on 
by. See Why was there tension between Jews 
and Samaritans? (Jn 4:9; p. 1557).

COULD A PRIEST AND A LEVITE REALLY 
HAVE IGNORED A DYING MAN? (10:31 – 33)
It is easy to justify wrong behavior, even for 
those who claim to be living for God. The priest 
and the Levite may have told themselves that 
the man was already dead (touching a dead 
body would have kept them from temple ser-
vice) or that it was a trap, with bandits still 
nearby.

WHY POUR OIL AND WINE ON THE 
WOUNDS? (10:34)
This treatment was often used as a first re-
sponse to cuts, scrapes and abrasions. Oil 
and wine, when mixed together, provided both 
soothing and antiseptic qualities.

WHAT WAS WRONG WITH MARTHA’S 
HOSPITALITY? (10:38 – 41)
Nothing was wrong with her hospitality; how-
ever, her priorities were out of order. She was 
so concerned with the task of serving that she 
missed the greater importance of taking time 
to sit at  Jesus’ feet. Life’s greatest priority 
should be to take in and reflect on our relation-
ship with  Jesus.

IF WE ALL ADORED JESUS AS MARY DID, 
WHO WOULD DO THE WORK? (10:39 – 42)
Mary did more than just sit at the feet of 
 Jesus. She undoubtedly took her turn serv-
ing. The tension was caused not by Mary’s un-
willingness to help but by Martha’s excessive 
preparations.  Jesus said such extraordinary 
efforts were unnecessary; in fact, few things 
are needed —  or indeed only one (v. 42). Our 
adoration and relationship with  Jesus will 
naturally lead to ser vice.

  “ ‘Father, a

  hallowed be your name,

  your kingdom come. b

 3 Give us each day our daily bread.

 4 Forgive us our sins,

  for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. c

  And lead us not into temptation. d    ’ ”

5 Then  Jesus said to them, “Sup pose you have a  friend, and you 

go to him at mid night and say, ‘Friend, lend me  three  loaves of 

 bread; 6 a  friend of mine on a jour ney has come to me, and I have 

no food to  offer him.’ 7 And sup pose the one in side an swers, ‘Don’t 

both er me. The door is al ready  locked, and my chil dren and I are in 

bed. I  can’t get up and give you any thing.’ 8 I tell you, even  though 

he will not get up and give you the  bread be cause of friend ship, yet 

be cause of your shame less au dac i ty e he will sure ly get up and give 

you as much as you need.
9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be giv en to you; seek and you 

will find;  knock and the door will be  opened to you. 10 For ev ery-

one who asks re ceives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who 

 knocks, the door will be opened.
11 “Which of you fa thers, if your son asks for  f a fish, will give 

him a  snake in stead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a 

scor pi on? 13 If you then,  though you are evil, know how to give 

good  gifts to your chil dren, how much more will your Fa ther in 

heav en give the Holy Spir it to  those who ask him!”

J E S U S  AN D  B E E L Z E B U L
14 Jesus was driv ing out a de mon that was mute. When the de-

mon left, the man who had been mute  spoke, and the  crowd was 

 amazed. 15 But some of them said, “By Be el ze bul, the  prince of de-

mons, he is driv ing out de mons.” 16 Oth ers test ed him by ask ing for 

a sign from heav en.
17 Jesus knew  their  thoughts and said to them: “Any king dom di-

vid ed  against it self will be ru ined, and a  house di vid ed  against it self 

will fall. 18 If Sa tan is di vid ed  against him self, how can his king dom 

 stand? I say this be cause you  claim that I  drive out de mons by Be el-

ze bul. 19 Now if I  drive out de mons by Be el ze bul, by whom do your 

fol low ers  drive them out? So then, they will be your judg es. 20 But 

if I  drive out de mons by the fin ger of God, then the king dom of 

God has come upon you.
21 “When a  strong man, ful ly  armed,  guards his own  house, his 

pos ses sions are safe. 22 But when some one stron ger at tacks and 

over pow ers him, he  takes away the ar mor in  which the man trust-

ed and di vides up his plun der.
23 “Who ev er is not with me is  against me, and who ev er does not 

gath er with me scat ters.
24 “When an im pure spir it  comes out of a per son, it goes  through 

arid plac es seek ing rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will re-

turn to the  house I left.’ 25 When it ar rives, it  finds the  house  swept 

Jer i cho, when he was at tacked by rob bers. They  stripped him of his 

 clothes, beat him and went away, leav ing him half dead. 31 A  priest 

hap pened to be go ing down the same road, and when he saw the 

man, he  passed by on the oth er side. 32 So too, a Le vite, when he 

came to the  place and saw him,  passed by on the oth er side. 33 But 

a Sa mar i tan, as he trav eled, came  where the man was; and when he 

saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and ban daged his 

 wounds, pour ing on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own 

don key,  brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next 

day he took out two de nar ii a and gave them to the inn keep er. ‘Look 

af ter him,’ he said, ‘and when I re turn, I will re im burse you for any 

ex tra ex pense you may have.’
36 “Which of  these  three do you  think was a neigh bor to the man 

who fell into the  hands of rob bers?”
37 The ex pert in the law re plied, “The one who had mer cy on 

him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do like wise.”

AT  TH E  H O M E O F  M ARTH A  AN D  M ARY
38 As  Jesus and his dis ci ples were on  their way, he came to a 

vil lage  where a wom an  named Mar tha  opened her home to him. 
39 She had a sis ter  called Mary, who sat at the  Lord’s feet lis ten ing 

to what he said. 40 But Mar tha was dis tract ed by all the prep a ra-

tions that had to be made. She came to him and  asked, “Lord,  don’t 

you care that my sis ter has left me to do the work by my self ? Tell 

her to help me!”
41 “Mar tha, Mar tha,” the Lord an swered, “you are wor ried and 

up set  about many  things, 42 but few  things are need ed —  or in deed 

only one. b Mary has cho sen what is bet ter, and it will not be tak en 

away from her.”

J E S U S ’  TE AC H I N G O N PR AY E R

11 One day  Jesus was pray ing in a cer tain  place. When he fin-

ished, one of his dis ci ples said to him, “Lord,  teach us to pray, 

just as John  taught his dis ci ples.”
2 He said to them, “When you pray, say:

Spiritual disciplines yield valuable benefits for both this life and eternity. It makes sense to repeat 
them on a regular basis.

But sheer repetition can render a custom ineffective and insignificant. We can go through all 
the right motions and say all the right words without engaging either our heads or our hearts. As a 
result, any prayer custom can erode into meaningless ritual.

 Jesus noted the temptations that can accompany public prayers (Mt 6:5), long prayers (Mt 6:7) and prayers with fasting 
(Mt 6:16). Though these prayer customs are essentially good, the familiarity that comes with frequency can introduce spiritual 
apathy toward these important disciplines.

 Jesus later condemned the religious leaders by quoting Isaiah the prophet: “These  people honor me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules” (Mt 15:8 – 9). He warned against 
allowing the holy to become commonplace. Make certain you pray from your heart, not just by heart.

HOW DO PRAYER CUSTOMS BECOME MEANINGLESS RITUAL? 
( 1 1 :2  –  4)

T O P  1 0 0
M O S T - A S K E D

a 2 Some manuscripts Our Father in heaven    b 2 Some manuscripts come. May your 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.    c 4 Greek everyone who is indebted to us    
d 4 Some manuscripts temptation, but deliver us from the evil one    e 8 Or yet 

to preserve his good name    f 11 Some manuscripts for bread, will give him a stone? 

Or if he asks for    

a 35 A denarius was the usual daily wage of a day laborer (see Matt. 20:2).    
b 42 Some manuscripts but only one thing is needed    
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