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ABBREVIATIONS AND
TRANSLITERATIONS

ABBREVIATIONS

General
c century etc. andsoon NT New Testament
c. about, approximately i.e. thatis OT Old Testament
cf. compare, confer K)V  King James (Authorized) p., pp. page, pages

ch., chs. chapter, chapters Version

e.g. forexample

V., VV. verse, verses
lit. literally, literal

The Old Testament The New Testament
Genesis Ge Ecclesiastes Ecc Matthew Mt 1Peter 1Pe
Exodus Ex Song of Songs  SS Mark Mk 2 Peter 2Pe
Leviticus Lev Isaiah Isa Luke Lk 1John 1Jn
Numbers Nu Jeremiah Jer John |n 2John 2Jn
Deuteronomy Dt Lamentations La Acts Ac 3John 3jn
Joshua Jos Ezekiel Eze Romans Ro Jude Jude
Judges Jdg Daniel Da 1 Corinthians  1Co Revelation Rev
Ruth  Ru Hosea Hos 2 Corinthians  2Co
1Samuel 1Sa Joel Joel Galatians  Gal
2 Samuel 2Sa Amos Am Ephesians Eph
1Kings  1Ki Obadiah Ob Philippians  Php
2Kings 2Ki Jonah Jnh Colossians  Col
1 Chronicles 1Ch Micah  Mic 1Thessalonians 1Th
2 Chronicles 2Ch Nahum Na 2 Thessalonians  2Th
Ezra Ezr Habakkuk Hab 1Timothy 1Ti
Nehemiah Ne Zephaniah Zep 2 Timothy 2Ti
Esther Est Haggai Hag Titus  Titus
Job Job Zechariah  Zec Philemon Phm
Psalms Ps Malachi  Mal Hebrews Heb
Proverbs Pr James Jas
TRANSLITERATIONS Transliteration  Pronunciation
A simplified system has been used ’ Glottal stop
for transliterating words from an- h Similar to the “ch” in the German word Buch

cient Biblical languages into English.

. : . t Similar to the “t” in the verb “tear”
The only transliterations calling for :
comment are these: ¢ Similar to the glottal stop
s Similar to the “ts” in “hits”
$ Similar to the “s” in “sing”

GRACEANDTRUTH_NVLindb 5 @ 14/01/2021 11.52



sss%ﬁs
ﬁgasgs
:00000

KIEIEE
EEELIKL

I A R I LR

KKK

LKL

AKX

What is The Grace and Truth Study Bible? XS
SO

The NIV Grace and Truth Study Bible is an all new study Bible built by a team of scholars and pastors ’:’:’:’:’:’:
committed to delivering a trustworthy and approachable guide to Scripture to Bible readers. Unwavering :¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢
in its commitment to evangelical steadfastness, this study Bible paints a stunning canvas of the 0:0:0:0:0:0:
goodness of God’s redemptive plan revealed in the gospel of Jesus Christ. ::::::::::::

SIS
What is a study Bible? ::::::::::::
A study Bible contains the full text of the Bible, along with a library of study features that help the reader ::::::::::::
more completely grasp and understand what the text is saying. The study notes introduce and explain QRN

a wide variety of background information related to the biblical text, providing deeper insights for ::::::::::::

individuals who are ready to devote themselves to study of the text. ::::::::::::
QRRHKHKK

X XK KKKL

What do the features of this study Bible offer me? ::::::::::::
. . . . . . . QRRHXHK

Book introductions: Each book of the Bible has a “book introduction” that offers helpful information QAR

about that book of the Bible. The book introductions in this Bible give an overview of the book and ::::::::::::

provide helpful information to the reader. ::::::::::::

Cross reference system: Where does this word or term appear in other parts of the Bible? A cross :¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢

reference system gives you the ability to search the Scriptures for ideas and themes that reappear as LEEIEKL

Y g y y p pp RHIXRKS

terms are used in various books. 0:0:0:0:0:0:
- . . ) : : QRQRHKHKK
Study notes: What is the Bible saying here? God’s Word was written down many years ago by different ,:,:,:,:,:,:
authors in in different settings. The study notes at the bottom of each page help explain or give RRLLLLS
background on words, phrases, and the flow of the argument to aid you in greater understanding :.:.:::::::
of what God is saying in his Word. Each note was thoughtfully crafted to guide you to more clearly QAR
understanding the Word of God. :ﬁ‘:‘:‘:‘:‘
Concordance: A concordance to the New International Version text is located at the back of the Bible. It SEIEEKL
will help you find the location of words or phrases that are found in the Scripture text. QR
Maps: Fourteen full-color maps at the end of this study Bible help readers to visualize the geographic QRIS

. ; LIREBEE
context of what they are studying. The maps are supplemented by a complete map index. QAR

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in ri QRIXKRK

gin r:ghteousn?ss, so that the servant of Eiod may QLK

be thoroughly equipped for every good wor LEGEEEKL

(2 Timothy 3:16—17). QLKL

' QEERKKS
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:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘: H 1 1 H H H H :‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:’:‘:‘:’:‘:‘:’
XX XXX XXX God has given his children many good gifts, but the gift of his Word is among X XXX XXX XX XXX XK
LEKAKKEE i i i O ot de e otooteds
9070205 %% %% the most precious of all. The fact that God has spoken to us is breathtaking. He 90002 0% %0 %% %% %0 % % % %%
X X KKKKKKL f : : T . OO G V90099999999,
QLR shows his love for us in speaking to us and giving us the Bible, so that we may RRRRLLRLRLILLRLL
RLRLLRLIR know him. The Bible is God’s self-revelati dini h Ilth RLLRLILLRLRLILRLS
O now him. The Bible Is God’s self-revelation, and In Its pages we have all that ORI A
XRLIRRLLL d in order to know God, to know Christ, to know the Good News of th R IRIRRLILRLLLS
SKKKKKKS we need In order to know God, to know rist, to know the Goo ews of the SKRKKKKKKKKKKK
QBRRRRXKKKD i ) QRRIXHKHKIIKKK
‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘ Gospel, and to know how we are to live as God’s people. ‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:
’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’ 1t H 1 1 ’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:‘:’:’:‘:’:’:
QILLILLIKZRL So, where you find Christians, you find them reading and studying the Bible. RIS
KIEILLKIL The G d Truth Study Bible is intended to help Christi d God’s Word IRRRILEILLKLIL
OO e Grace ana Iru uay bible 1s intenaed to nelp ristians rea oa’s word, AN
QRRXKK ; i QRRIXHKIIIKKK
SEELEKERKL understand it, and develop a constant hunger to know more and more biblical BEEER LXK LXK XKXKK
XKLL ion. isi RIS
90020.207000% truth. Every note, every explanation, is intended to help the reader understand 0000702070702 70.% 0% %0 % % %%
00009999, : : P : D000 9 99999999999,
QRLLLLLLR the Word of God. It is designed so that you can read it at home, take it to RRLLLLLRRLLIRLLS
XL i i i RIS
QLR Bible study and church, and know it for many rewarding years as a constant QRIS
::::::::::::::::: Companion. ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘: d truth fth derful words found in the Bibl g&&‘:‘:&‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:&:
%.0.0.0.06.0% Grace and truth are two of the most wonderful words found in the Bible. Grace %000 000600560058
X X KKKKKKL ; : : : : OO G V90099999999,
QLR is the love God shows us despite our sin, and truth is the very foundation of RRRRLLRLRLILLRLL
KKK i istianity i i IRRILLKILIKLIL
LKL our faith. Christianity is not defined only by beliefs but by eternal truths. Of CRKERLRRLKRKLKS
XRLIRRLLL d truth reveal God” h Itimatel ledtousi R IRIRRLILRLLLS
SKKKKKKS course, grace and truth reveal God’s own character, ultimately revealed to us in SKRKKKKKKKKKKK
QBRRRRXKKKD ; ic « » QRRIXHKHKIIKKK
‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘ Jesus Christ, the Son, who is “full of grace and truth” (Jn 1:14). These two words ‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:
QLRLLLILLKL summarize biblical theology, and they are fitting as the name of this study Bible. LR
CRK XXX XX i P H IO 9 99999999999
:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘: Our hope is that readers of the Bible will learn to see grace and truth revealed on :‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:.:‘:‘:.:‘:‘:‘
:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘: H 1 H 1 H H :‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘
LXXHLIRRK The Bible is an unfolding story that begins with the creation of the world and RXRHLLXLHHLLLILKKS:
0:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:0 ends with the promise of God’s ultimate glory in the kingdom of Christ. Starting 0:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:
KKK ; ; nawi ; ; ; IRRILLKILIKLIL
QLIKRIKKAKK with Genesis and ending with Revelation, the Bible contains book after book that BRRIKIRIKKIKIKKKAKK
XXIRRRKK il the hi f God" le and hi bringing spiritual i i RRRIIRRRILLIILLKS
SEBELS unvell the history of God’s people and his purposes, bringing spiritual instruction D020 20 0. 0.0 0 0 0 20
QBRRRRXKKKD ; ; ; QRRIXHKHKIIKKK
XX XXX KK to the reader. The Grace and Truth Study Bible contains helps and added material XXX RXRX KKK KK IXXK XK
QEKRRKKES i imi i i ible wi LERAKKKEAEAAIIIKEL
XELLLLLLL that are designed to maximize understanding. This study Bible will benefit new RRRRLLLLLLLLLRRR
QRIS believers who are looking to understand the Christian faith for the first time, and R
KIEILLKIL it wi i isti i into bibli IRRRILEILLKLIL
:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:’:‘: it will help maturing Christians who are eager to dig deeper into biblical truth. :’:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:’:‘:‘:’:«’
CXIXKKKS This entire project, and each of the writers and editors involved, is committed XK KKKKKKKKKKKKS
EEEEIELIE h I hful d hi £ the Bible. We believe th SIIEREEIIEELLLLK
CLRKKKKK to the complete truthfulness and trustworthiness of the Bible. We believe that 0000000 00
CIK XXX XX P H H i i i f i H OO0 99999999999
QLR the Bible is verbally inspired, inerrant, infallible, and perfect. We affirm historic QRIS
XRRXILRRK isti i is project is graci i RRRRRILIRRIIRLILS
QKL Christian orthodox teaching. This project is graciously evangelical, Reformed, SRR
QRRRKKHKK : : ot IS0 20202030 2020202030
‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘ and complementarian. Our hope is to serve Christians and the church. Every ‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:’:‘:‘:’:‘:‘:‘:
XELLLLLLS contributor to this project is a personal student of God’s Word, as well as a RRRLLLLLLLLLLRRR
::::::::::::::::: scholar. In The Grace and Truth Study Bible, we are learning the Holy Scriptures &%&&&&:ﬁ&%&:
XX XXX XXX In the Old Testament, we see God’s sovereignty and power in creation, the XX XXX XRXX XXX XK
LEGLEEEEE i i i i s i SAGKERLEAIIKEEEKL
07020 %% % special creation of human beings made in God’s image. We learn of our fall into LRLLRLRLLRLLLRLLLRLLS
CIK XXX XX : : I : : OO0 99999999999
QLRLLLLRIRL sin and see God’s loving determination to redeem sinful humanity. We learn of RLIRLLIRLILLRILL
XRRXILRRK i iarchs i i i g RRRRRILIRRIIRLILS
LKL patriarchs and matriarchs in the faith and witness God’s covenant love as he LEERLRRLKRRLKS
KRR h Israel. God establishes his | dth h d ki RRELLLKILILI
KKK chooses Israel. God estabplishes nis law, and then we meet prophets and Kings SXKEHKAKEHKAKKEHKHKKE
QKKK i ing Ki i i QRRIXKIIRIRK
’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’ and the consummate promise of a coming King and Messiah and Savior. In the ’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:‘:’:’:‘:’:’:
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LR LLRLRRL LLIKLIKL
R ERLEE SRR
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RIS RO IO
SR ERRERLLEE LIRS
ZRLRLRLRRL LLRLRLS
SKEIELIIELK SEIELIEEIEE EIELIEE
L ZRLRLRLRRL LLRLRLS
SEELILK EEEELEE SIRIEE
0200202020 2020 020 e %0 %0 % LLRLRL LLIKLIKL
SRLLRLLRLLILLRLLIL Vil & INTRODUCTION RRRILLLE RLLRKKS
ZRLRLLLLLLLLLLLLL

XX
R Q
X X XXX KKEE KXXKKEKL
R LI

00000202020 %0 203020 %0% CXXXXK
SEERLLEELEEEREEELL . QRHXIRRHXIK> OLXHXRK
:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: New Testament we find the greatest good news of all: the Savior has come, Jesus 0:0:0:::::::::::: ::::::::::::
e 01010107070707070 740740 Christ the Lord. We learn of the ministry of Jesus, hear him teach, and witness ::::::,:,:,:,:,:, IR
:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘ his fulfillment of all that the prophets foretold. We learn of Christ’s death, RRLLLLLLE XKLL
LIS ; ; i SERRKKEKE SOKEKEL
‘0‘0‘0‘0‘0‘0‘0‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘: burial, resurrection from the dead, and ascension to the Father, and we hear the RLLEEIILL RLLLRRS
KRR RRALKLRKK apostles preach the gospel to the world for the very first time. We learn how to QRIS DK
SOGIIILLLLLKKEEKE . . ! - QRIS DK
:‘:‘:‘:.:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:.:.:‘ know Christ as our own Lord and Savior and how to live as Christians. The church QRRAERKXS Q‘Q‘Q‘Q’Q‘:‘
RRRRILLILLZLLILKL is taught in truth and in the sure and certain hope of God’s everlasting promises. RIS RIS
CHHKHKIRIRAIHHKIKIRIRIRAIHK K 0000020202070 %2022 %% %%
IO 9 999999999999, 00000000 020:0.0.9.9:%,
CRIKHKIRRIHHKIKIKIRARAIKKS 00000020%02070% 20220 %% %%
SGKIILLLLEEIEK ) L RLRRIEEIIE LLLLLLS
}}}:@}}}}}:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘ Every feature of this study Bible is intended to help readers see more, learn more, :‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:,:’: :,:.:‘:‘:‘:‘
R RBEBEEES know more, and understand more of God’s Word, in order that we will be more SRRIELLKKRS SLKKK

09090,
e BN LXK

i H i i i XXX XXX XXX XXX X XXX
:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’ faithful in following Chrlst.. Our grfaatfast hope is that reader‘s whf) are nf)t yet :‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘: :‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘
’:’:’:’:’::’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’: believers in Jesus Christ will find him in these pages, trust him with their whole ‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘ ‘:,:‘:‘:‘:‘:
&:ﬁ&:‘&&&&& heart, confess him as the Christ, know him as Savior, follow him as Lord, repent :‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:,:‘: :‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘
SERESEIEIEKGEIEE of their sins, and receive God’s forgiveness and the gift of life everlasting. QRIS DK
X XXX KX XK XXX XXX XX O OO OO0 000
OO0 0202020 202020202020 00000000 00000
GO0 99999999.99999. 000020 0°0.0°020°0.9°0.9°¢.
RIS, . IR BRI,
RIS May the God of all glory, grace, and truth bless every reader of his Word and open EEBELIE SKBEEKE
G RRRRIRIRS our eyes to see. And may The Grace and Truth Study Bible serve to glorify God and LLLILLLLL LRLLRL
RIS 4 R RS
CRHLHIRLHILLILIKKS : ; f h EOEIEIEEE SEIELE
SIS O0020 %0 2020202020200 edify the church. That is our fervent hope. 0.0.030°000°029°0.0°0:0°039.
G 0999999.999.99999. XK IKHK D KKK
0003020 202020702020 207020 0000000020002
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LR principles about the way people use words and about the way we understand them. R IRIRRLILRLLLS
0000 0.0.9.9.0. 9 OO G V90099999999,
00099999 {XIXXIXIIHK AKX IKIKX KX
QLRI D000 9 99999999999,
00009999, 00 0000000009909,
QLRI 009999 999999.9.9.9,
00909999, 9. 00.9.9.9.9.99.9.9.9.9.9:9.9,
SRRHIKAKRHKKS 0003030k 0 % 0% e 0%
CIK XXX XX 0200.0.0.9.0.9:0:0.9.9:9.9:9.9,
GRRIKIKKS 0000030302000 020 0202020200}
CRK XXX XX 9.0:0.0.9.9.9.9.9:9.9.9.9.9:9.9.
0000 0.0.9.9.0. 9 OO G V90099999999,
00099999 {XIXXIXIIHK AKX IKIKX KX
QLRI D099 9999999999
00009999, 000 000000009020,
QLRI 009999 999999.9.9.9,
00909999, 9. 00.9.9.9.9.99.9.9.9.9.9:9.9,
SRRHIKAKRHKKS 0003030k 0 % 0% e 0%
CIK XXX XX 0200.0.0.9.0.9:0:0.9.9:9.9:9.9,
GRRIKIKKS 0000030302000 020 0202020200}
CRK XXX XX 9.0:0.0.9.9.9.9.9:9.9.9.9.9:9.9.
KRS LEEEGILEEIEIIILEL
QLRI 0099999970 99999.9,
KEXLRXXRX _ Poreeenusssiorrsey
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ZLLRLLILLLLLLS

ZRLRLLLLLLLLLLLLL

X KKK KKK HKHKHKHK KK
D00 9999999999999, 009999
’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’: First, the meaning of words is determined by the way that users of the :’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’: :‘:’:’:’:’:’
SGKKIILLLLEKEIEK Can ti o LRKKEKEEE SIKKIKL
K EEEEIEEKEEIKS language actually use them at any given time. For the biblical languages, EEREKELREL KEEKKLKK
XX RRLLXXXLS e utili : BRRXXXILL LLXLLR:
CXRLRRXRRXRXXKXRK therefore, the Committee utilizes the best and most recent scholarship on the RRLLLLLLE XKLL
00999909 9999999.9, : : PRI : 009990999 999999,
QRLREIREELLLLLLELLLRLRL way Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek words were being used in biblical times. At the QLR QLS
QORIRHXHKHKHKHKHKHKHKHKHKHKHKK . . . . QRARARARARAIHKH GRRRKK
SERESEIEIEKGEIEE same time, the Committee carefully studies the state of modern English. Good LIKKGERIGE SEEEKL
SOGIIILLLLLKKEEKE SN o . LLLKKKKEE SIIKEKL
X RELEEEELLLELEILLLE translation is like good communication: one must know the target audience so SEIELIEEIEE BIELKL
R R BEEEEEEES o et BEEEEZRLL LK
XK EELEELEELILELILK that the appropriate choices can be made about which English words to use to EEEERELEEL BXEXKK
IO 9 999999999999, .. . o . XX XK X XK XX XXX XK
e 01010107070707070 740740 represent the original words of Scripture. From its inception, the NIV has had KRIXLIILEL LIS
SOOI 9999999995 ; ; R : X X XXX KKEE KXXKKEKL
RRRLRLRLLILIRLL as its target the general English-speaking population all over the world, the I QLKL
CRHHKHKHKHKHKHKHKHKHK KKK SR . . . L 002020202020 20202 %0 %02
5QILEEIIKELE “International” in its title reflecting this concern. The aim of the Committee is to EEBEEEE SEEEK
SGKKIILLLLEKEIEK ' . . . : . . LRKKEKEEE SIKKIKL
X RRRKKKIKKKKKKKS put the Scriptures into natural English that will communicate effectively with the SRRKKKKEEE RLIKIKKK
XX RRLLXXXLS blo audi : BRRXXXILL LLXLLR:
X RXLLXRHXXHLXRHKY broadest possible audience of English speakers. EERRELEREL BEKELERL
00999909 9999999.9, . ), o 009990999 999999,
¢:¢:¢:.:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢: Modern technology has enhanced the Committee’s ability to choose :‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘: :.:.33:‘:‘
IO 9 999999999999, i i f i XX XK X XK XX XXX XK
RHXHKIRIKIIRRIXIKRKHKK the right English words to convey the meaning of the original text. The QRHXIRRKIR> QLKHKRR
SOGIIILLLLLKKEEKE LLLKKKKEE SIIKEKL
SEERLLEELEEEREEELL field of computational linguistics harnesses the power of computers SRR SEEEKL
CRHHKHKHKHKHKHKHKHKHK KKK p g p p 002020202020 20202 %0 %02
oot e e e e 020202, . . LRRKEEERS HIIKEKL
LKL to provide broadly applicable and current data about the state of the EEBKELLEL KEEKKKK
SGKIILLLLEEIEK i LRKKKKEEE SUIKKKL
XXRRRHLLXRILLLRKK language. Translators can now access huge databases of modern English RHRLLXRRRR XXRRKLS
D00 9999999999999, : D0 0999999099999,
LRI to better understand the current meaning and usage of key words. The QRLLLELZRR KL
RIS ttee utilized thi ; ~ it QR SRS
RHXHKIIRIKIIRRKIRRKHKRK Committee utilized this resource in preparing the 2011 edition of the QRHXIRRIKIR> QKHKRR
SGKIILLLLEEIEK X . o . . LRKKKKEEE SUIKKKL
X REEIEILILEILIEL NIV. An area of especially rapid and significant change in English is the ERREREE LI
R R REEEEEEEES . : BEEEEZRLLLLLLKKS
ORI II IS I IS way certain nouns and pronouns are used to refer to human beings. The EEERIEEE BREKEKL
IO 9999999999999, . . . . .. XX XXX KKK XX XXX XK
¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢: Committee therefore requested experts in computational linguistics at :‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘: :¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢
SOOI 9999999995 R et ; ; ; R X X XXX KKEE KXXKKEKL
’:’:’:’:’::’:’:’::’:’:’:::’: Collins Dictionaries to pose some key questions about this usage to its :‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:,:’: :,:.:‘:‘:‘:‘
RRRROERRKS database of English—the largest in the world, with over 4.4 billion words, SREEEEK KIS
RIS hered f | English-speaki ies and including both IR SIS
KKK gathered from severa Eng Ish-speaking countries and including bot SKKKS KKK
RIS . ! . . BRRXXXILL LLXLLR:
X RXLLXRHXXHLXRHKY spoken and written English. (The Collins Study, called “The Development EERRELEREL BEKELERL
R RS : ish,” BEEEEZRLL LKL
‘.‘.’.&.‘.’.‘.‘.‘.’.’.‘.‘.‘.’ and Use of Gender Language in Contemporary English,” can be accessed at KRS ’.’.‘.‘.‘.’
SO0 99 99999999999, . vhi i it XX XXX KKK XX XXX XK
QRRRRIKKHKHKIRIRRRKHK K http://www.thenivbible.com/about-the-niv/about-the-2011-edition/.) The study QRRRKIKHKHKHXK LXHKHXIRR
SGKIILLLLEEIEK . . LRKKKKEEE SUIKKKL
SEREERREEREELIEIEE revealed that the most popular words to describe the human race in modern EEEELEEEL EEELEKL
SREGELEAIKERILEEEL : p L e s : SEGLERIKE SEEAIKL
CLLLLKELLKS U.S. English were “humanity,” “man” and “mankind.” The Committee then used SEREIIEERIE EEILL
IO 9999999999999, . . . XX XXX KKK XX XXX XK
RIS this data in the updated NIV, choosing from among these three words (and LI LIS
SOOI 9999999995 : ; X X XXX KKEE KXXKKEKL
RIRRREILILKIEKL occasionally others also) depending on the context. QLR KL
R i ons: R RS
CRHXHXIRIKIIRRIXIRKHKK A related issue creates a larger problem for modern translations: the move QRIXIRIXIKR> QKKK
SGKKIILLLLEKEIEK ; . o . LRKKEKEEE SIKKIKL
X EERRREEREEELELLE away from using the third-person masculine singular pronouns— “he/him/ IR BELEELL
XX RRLLXXXLS ! ! BRRXXXILL LLXLLR:
SOOI I III IS his” —to refer to men and women equally. This usage does persist in some EERRELEREL BEKELERL
RIS : is revisi : BERRIL KK
OIINI0100000 0000000070747 °0% forms of English, and this revision therefore occasionally uses these pronouns REXLLLLLL XLLLLLS
IO 9 999999999999, : : : : XX XK X XK XX XXX XK
RRERLRLILLILIRLR in a generic sense. But the tendency, recognized in day-to-day usage and QRRLRLRLL LILLIKLKLS
RIS : : : “he,” “him” R RS
CRLRLERLLERLKES confirmed by the Collins study, is away from the generic use of “he,” “him LKL EELERKS
SIS oo omras Invacogntion of the it n eric e ¢ | SRR
"""“‘"""""""""""’ .an 1S.” In reCOgnl‘flOn of this shift in language a|:1 n a!’l e Ort to translate """""""“‘ "’""""‘
IR into the natural English that people are actually using, this revision of the NIV RELLLLLLL XLLLRRS
R R REEEEEEEES : ibli is plai BEEEEZRLLLLLLKKS
RIS generally uses other constructions when the biblical text is plainly addressed RRRRLLLRR RRLRKKS
SERIEIEIRKGEIEE to men and women equally. The reader will encounter especially frequently a LKGELIGE SEEEKL
SGKIILLLLEEIEK . ; o . . LRKKKKEEE SUIKKKL
SEREERREEREELIEIEE “they,” “their” or “them” to express a generic singular idea. Thus, for instance, EEEELEEEL EEELEKL
SREGELEAIKERILEEEL « o . SEGLERIKE SEEAIKL
CLLLLKELLKS Mark 8:36 reads: “What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet SEREIIEERIE EEILL
IO 9999999999999, . . . . L . . XX XXX KKK XX XXX XK
IIIIIIIKIGIELL forfeit their soul?” This generic use of the “distributive” or “singular” “they/ RXXLLLLLL LLLLRRS
SOOI 9999999995 o . . : X X XXX KKEE KXXKKEKL
QLELLLLELLLLLLLRLRL them/their” has been used for many centuries by respected writers of English I QLKL
CRHHKHKHKHKHKHKHKHKHK KKK . . . 002020202020 20202 %0 %02
0200002202020 2 2020202202022 and has now become established as standard English, spoken and written, all SEEREELLEE LR
e e ety QRAKAREEE SIIKEEL
SGKGIILLLEEEAEK over the world. LRKKEKEEE SIIKIKL
SGKIILLLLEEIEK quistic princ : e : LRKKKKEEE SUIKKKL
SOOI IL IO I A second linguistic principle that feeds into the Committee’s translation KERRELREL BRKELKKL
R R REEEEEEEES : ing in indivi : BEEEEZRLLLLLLKKS
SOOI IIL010/0/0/0:0:0:0°0°0°0° work is that meaning is found not in individual words, as vital as they are, but XXXXXLLLL XRLLKKS
IO 9999999999999, : H [ XX XXX KKK XX XXX XK
LRI in larger clusters: phrases, clauses, sentences, discourses. Translation is not, QLI LLLLIKLS
ORI HKHKHKHKHKHKK ;i . . . 00000c0s0s0S0de%e D0 303030302
G EILEEIEILLELS as many people think, a matter of word substitution: English word x in place LEEGBLEEE SOLKEKEKL
RIS fHeb dy. Trans] first determine the meaning of the word R RS
““““‘“‘““““““““““ of Hebrew word y. Translators must first determine the meaning of the words ““‘““““““ ““‘“““‘
e 01010107070707070 740740 of the biblical languages in the context of the passage and then select English RXXLLLLLL LLLLRRS
SOGIIILLLLLKKEEKE LLLKKKKEE SIIKEKL
SREGELEAIKERILEEEL SEGLERIKE SEEAIKL
oot e e e e 020202, LRRKEEERS HIIKEKL
SGKKIILLLLEKEIEK LRKKEKEEE SIKKIKL
SGKIILLLLEEIEK LRKKKKEEE SUIKKKL
SIGLIILLLLLLKEEKE LRLLKKKEE SIIKEEL
LEESLEAIKERIKEE SEGLEAGEE SRKEKEL:
oot e e e e 020202, LRRKEEERS HIIKEKL
SGKKIILLLLEKEIEK LRKKEKEEE SIKKIKL
SGKIILLLLEEIEK LRKKKKEEE SUIKKKL
SOGIIILLLLLLKEEKE LRLKKKKEE JIIKEKL
D009 9989990999999, 0099999 09999.99,
KKK AKX LA KKK ) 02022002 e % %%
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XA OIS
SR KAKEEAEE QEAARRRIRLLK
SORRKKEK KEKKKEEEK, oot N e 2 2 % % % %
SREGKKE SEEAIKKEEEL SAGKERLEAIIKEEEKL
SKKKKE SEREAEAEEE O e e 2 0020
KRXT KR RS IIERRe
RRKEKE KIIKKKEKE LRI
SORRKKEK KEKKKEEEK, oot N e 2 2 % % % %
RRERRR RRLLLLLLS 00000
SKKKKE O e e 2 0020
XX XXX OO0 99999999999

05000502020 T0S030%0%0% PREFACE <O XV QRRIXKIIRIRK
SR KRKEAAEE O 000
SORRKKEK KEKKKEEEK, oot N e 2 2 % % % %
009999 99999999, D000 9 99999999999,
RIS, ds th | icate th i dern i d RIS

KK SKKKIKKS words that accurately communicate that meaning to modern listeners an SXKEHKAKEHKAKKEHKHKKE
KRBT KR . e RIS
X RELEKEL EELEEREEL readers. This means that accurate translation will not always reflect the exact BELER LXK LXK XKXKK
KRERRLL LXXXXILLL iai : R RRXXIIRLL?
XRRRLLL RRRLLLIRRK structure of the original language. To be sure, there is debate over the degree RRHLLRRRLLLLILKKS
00999, XXX : « » P f 009999 999999.9.9.9,

RKRRKL to which translators should try to preserve the “form” of the original text in QREIKRIEILRLLKIKLRRLL
SREABKE SEEAIEEKEE O oot e e 20202 %%
XX XK XX XXX XXX XX i inni iati it i IO 9 99999999999

QRHXIRR> OLIKIIRKIKRK English. From the beginning, the NIV has taken a mediating position on this QRHXIRIKIIRRIXKIKIRRKK
SORRKKEK KEKKKEEEK, : : oot N e 2 2 % % % %
0SS SEEIEIEEE issue. The manual produced when the translation that became the NIV was EOEBEBELELEIEIELLK
SRERKKE SEEAIKEEE . p . SGLERLERGIKILELL
X EEEEEE EEEEKEREK first being planned states: “If the Greek or Hebrew syntax has a good parallel in EEEERELELEKEREKEKS
XX XK XX XXX XXX XX . . . . . IO 9 99999999999
¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢: :Q:Q:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘: modern English, it should be used. But if there is no good parallel, the English :‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘
X XXX XEK KXXXKKKEKL : ; sqinal i BT ; OIS 09999999,

KKK OLKIHRKIHKKKS syntax appropriate to the meaning of the original is to be chosen.” It is fine, in QRHXIRIXIIRKIXHIKN
SREGKKE SEEAIKKEEEL SAGKERLEAIIKEEEKL
CRRHRRKL KRILHLHKS h d he f fthe biblical | i lish—b LLXHLLIKIKILKLKS

OIS OKAAKKD other words, to carry over the form of the biblical languages into Englis ut ORI A
SRR EAKEAKEEE . - . S QKKK
CRRXEXE BXRXKXXKK not at the expense of natural expression. The principle that meaning resides in GREKEKEEELEEELLLLLKL
KRERRLL LXXXXILLL i me . RIS
XRXEXRR XXRKXRHXY larger clusters of words means that the Committee has not insisted on a “word- OISO LIS SIS,
SKKKKE SEREAEAEEE f d” h lation. W inly believe th d of O e e 2 0020
CLXEXLX XXXXXXHXXY or-word” approach to translation. We certainly believe that every word o oS00 020009000000 02000¢
XX XK XX XXX XXX XX i et i H i IO 9 99999999999

QRHXIRR> OLIKIIRKIKRK Scripture is inspired by God and therefore to be carefully studied to determine QRHXIRIKIIRRIXKIKIRRKK
SORRKKEK KEKKKEEEK, oot N e 2 2 % % % %
L0000 0 0k 0 00k % hat God i i It is for thi hat the C ittee lab 000000202020 000 0 ket

0070207020 70 26 76 6. 7 2. 7 %6 76 8 what God is saying to us. It Is for this reason that the Committee labors over D070 .70 2.0 2.7 2.0 476 2.6 2. %%
SKKKKE SEREAEAEEE . . ~ : O e e 2 0020
X RELEKEL EEEEEREEL every single word of the original texts, working hard to determine how each BEEER LXK LXK XKXKK
KRBT KR : is saying. Ulti : RIS
XXRRLLL RRRLLXRRK of those words contributes to what the text is saying. Ultimately, however, it RRHLLXRRLLLLILKKS:
009999 99999999, : P P PR : D000 9 99999999999,

QR LLLLLLLLYL is how these individual words function in combination with other words that QRRRIRLLLLLLKL
SKKKKE SEREAEAEEE O e e 2 0020
XX XXX X XXX XXX XX d H H OO0 99999999999

00050502020 2030305030 30303020 etermines meaning. QRARARIRIRIIIIHKHKKRRR
KRR LXK Nnesmeaning. o . . R AIIRL?
XKL SEEIEEIEE A third linguistic principle guiding the Committee in its translation work is EREIEEREEEEEEIEERK
N 80000000000000000% o Co 00000
X EREKEKE EEEEKIEREKS the recognition that words have a spectrum of meaning. It is popular to define a EEEEREELEKEREREKL
XX XXX X XXX XXX XX . « » . . . . OO0 99999999999
¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢: :Q:Q:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘: word by using another word, or “gloss,” to substitute for it. This substitute word :‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘
X XXX XEK KXXXKKKEKL R ; i » ; OIS 09999999,
RRLLRLL RLRIZLLIRL is then sometimes called the “literal” meaning of a word. In fact, however, words RRRRLLRLRLILLRLL

BRRKHHS KKK A . . . . IS0 20202030 2020202030
XS LR have a range of possible meanings. Those meanings will vary depending on the O e e 2 0020
RIS SR dwords in one| il usuall h i RN

20000 0 0 30 0 0 0 0 e context, and words in one language will usually not occupy the same semantic SKRKKKKKKKKKKK
KRERRLL LXXXXILLL . . . R RRXXIIRLL?
XRXEXRR XXRKXRHXY range as words in another language. The Committee therefore studies each OISO LIS SIS,
R SIRREXLLS iginal word of Scripture in identify i ing icul RN,

@ R LRI original word of Scripture in its context to identify its meaning in a particular ‘.‘.’.’.‘.‘.‘.’.’.’.&.’.&.’
LK X KKK X XXX XXX XX i i f IO 9 99999999999

QRHKIRAR> QLIKIIRKHKRK verse and then chooses an appropriate English word (or phrase) to represent it. QRIKIRRKIKIRRKKIIRRKK
SR KRKEAAEE . . . | . O 000
SEREELRE SEEIEIEE It is impossible, then, to translate any given Hebrew, Aramaic or Greek word with EEEELEEEEIEELELELER
SREGKKE SEEAIKKEEEL : : : SAGKERLEAIIKEEEKL
CIEEIE EREIKERIES the same English word all the time. The Committee does try to translate related EEEEREELEKEREREKL
KRBT KR in the oridi . : RIS
CRLLRRX XXXXXRLXK occurrences of a word in the original languages with the same English word RRRLLLLLLLLLLRRR
X XXX XEK KXXXKKKEKL B : B f OIS 09999999,
RRLLRLL RLRIZLLIRL in order to preserve the connection for the English reader. But the Committee QRLLLELLRLLLLLLLS

00000002020 20303020 %% . . - : . IS0 20202030 2020202030
SEKE generally privileges clear natural meaning over a concern with consistency in LRKIEGEILEGIEEELK
SKKKKE QKKK
SKKKKE rendering particular words. O 000
SIIKKEE oot N e 2 2 % % % %
SRERLKE SAGKERLEAIIKEEEKL
SKKKKE Textual Basis O e e 2 0020
SIKKKKK K QKKK
XX XXX : H IO 9 99999999999
RRIILILLL For the Old Testament the standard Hebrew text, the Masoretic Text as published ARRRRLLIRLILLRILLS

030303030398 . . . . . QRRIXHKHKIIKKK
:0:0:0:0:0:0 & in the latest edition of Biblia Hebraica, has been used throughout. The Masoretic 0}}}}}}}}}:@}:@:‘:

0300050000 i : . : : : RSO0 2050505070 2020202030
:,:,:,:,:,:, Text tradition contains marginal notations that offer variant readings. These ,:,:,:,:,:,:,:,:,:,:,:,:,:,:,:,:

0gocecedeses i ; i ; QRARARARARARIIIHKIKKIRR
XXRRRRK have sometimes been followed instead of the text itself. Because such instances OIS IL IS SIS,
$ERLRRR invol ; ithin the M ic tradition. they h been indicated O oo e 000
CRRELLR involve variants within the Masoretic tradition, they have not been indicate SRR ELLIEELLIIKLL
XX XXX H H i OO0 99999999999

QRRKIRKA > in the textual notes. In a few cases, words in the basic consonantal text have QRRIKIRIKKIKIRKARKAKK
XX XXX IO 9 99999999999
XXRRLLL R been divided differently than in th ' h I R IIILLLLLL

002220 %070 een divided differently than in the Masoretic Text. Such cases are usually SRR
SRERILE L - : R SAGKERLEAIIKEEEKL
CRIEKZKEL indicated in the textual footnotes. The Dead Sea Scrolls contain biblical texts EEEEREELEKEREREKL
UGG KRS i issi QKKK
$XXXRLR RIRRLLLLR that represent an earlier stage of the transmission of the Hebrew text. They have ERELLLLXLX XK RKLK
X XXX XEK KXXXKKKEKL : ; : OIS 09999999,
QLR KLRLLLRLLR been consulted, as have been the Samaritan Pentateuch and the ancient scribal RRRLRLLRLRLRLRIL
RIS, it ing deli RIS

QXK traditions concerning deliberate textual changes. The translators also consulted 000202002020 2000202020 %
AIGIKRKE S . : . . QR
CERLELLE &K, the more important early versions. Readings from these versions, the Dead Sea REEREEEREEIEELLELER
KERIXXES o : : RIS
XREEKEL Scrolls and the scribal traditions were occasionally followed where the Masoretic SERKELREERELLRELKL
00999, .. e D000 9 99999999999,
Q:Q:Q:Q:Q:Q: :Q‘Q‘Q‘Q‘Q‘Q‘Q‘Q‘ Text seemed doubtful and where accepted principles of textual criticism showed :‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:’:‘:‘:’:‘:‘:’
XX XXX X XXX XXX XX : : OO0 99999999999
LR QLILLLLIZL that one or more of these textual witnesses appeared to provide the correct RLIRLLIRLILLRILL
R I, i i RIS

S S reading. In rare cases, the translators have emended the Hebrew text where it 070000 20.20 762020 %026 %0 20 20 %0 %
R RIS have b d ] fi issi IR
““““““ ““‘“““““‘ appears to have become corrupted at an even earlier stage of its transmission. “““‘“““““‘."‘“““““

03050502020 T0%030S030%0 %050 i indi ; QRARARIRIRIIIIHKHKKRRR
CRRXEXE BXRXKXXKK These departures from the Masoretic Text are also indicated in the textual ERELLLLXLX XK RKLK
SOGRKKEK KEKKKEEES oot N e 2 2 % % % %
SRERKKE SEEAIKEE, SAGKERLEAIIKEEEKL
SKKKKE SEREAEAEEE O e e 2 0020
SRR EAKEAKEEE QKKK
SR KRKEAAEE O 000
SIGRKKEK KEKKKEEEK, oot N e 2 % % %%
R KRS R RERERLLLXKE
SKKKKE SEREAEAEEE O e e 2 0020
SGKKKEK EEKEAAEES QKKK
SR KRKEAAEE O 000
SORRKKEK KEKKKEEEK, oot N % 2 % % % %%
00999 D 99999999 0099999970 99999.9,

OIS ) CSLKERKKRRR
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ZRLRLLLLLLLLLLLLL

X KKK KKK HKHKHKHK KK
0000999 99000999 X X RXKKKL
’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’: footnotes. Sometimes the vowel indicators (which are later additions to the basic :’:’:’:’:’:’:’:’: :‘:’:’:’:’:’
SGKKIILLLLEKEIEK : ~ . : : LRKKEKEEE SIKKIKL
K EEEEIEEKEEIKS consonantal text) found in the Masoretic Text did not, in the judgment of the EEREKELREL KEEKKLKK
RIS e ~ BRBLLLLXX XKLL s
LR RIRKLIRRRLLLRRK translators, represent the correct vowels for the original text. Accordingly, some RRLLLRRRR XRRRKLS
00999999 9.9.0.9.9.9.9 : : : XK RRKK XXX KKK
QRLREIREELLLLLLELLLRLRL words have been read with a different set of vowels. These instances are usually QLR QLS
QORIRHXHKHKHKHKHKHKHKHKHKHKHKK o : QRARARARARAIHKH GRRRKK
S 00999990099 999 d d he f KKK KX KKK XXX KKK
ORI HKHKHKHKHKHKK not indicated in the footnotes. 00000c0s0s0S0de%e D0 303030302
SOGIIILLLLLKKEEKE . . . LLLKKKKEE SIIKEKL
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R R BEEEEEEES o B ble Sociatios BEEEEZRLL LK
XK EELEELEELILELILK one, based on the latest editions of the Nestle-Aland/United Bible Societies EEEERELEEL BXEXKK
S 00999990099 999 . . KKK KX KKK XXX KKK
RIS Greek New Testament. The translators have made their choices among the QR LIS
SOOI 9999999995 ; ; ; ; : e X X XXX KKEE KXXKKEKL
RRRLRLRLLILIRLL variant readings in accordance with widely accepted principles of New Testament I QLKL
RIS : i : R SIS
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RIS s anci . ot Thisi BRBLLLLXX XKLL s
SOL IS IO I IIII I from its ancient Greek version, the Septuagint. This is one reason why some of RRLLLRRRR XRRRKLS
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CRHHKHKHKHKHKHKHKHKHK KKK ptuag 002020202020 20202 %0 %02
oot e e e e 020202, LRRKEEERS HIIKEKL
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X XX XX XX XXX XXX XX X Footnotes and Form att' XXX XXX XXX XXX X XXX
ORI HKHKHKHKHKHKK ing 00000c0s0s0S0de%e D0 303030302
SOGIIILLLLLKKEEKE LLLKKKKEE SIIKEKL
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099999999099 999 i nai H i i i i H KKK KX KKK XXX KKK
RHXHKIIRIKIIRRKIRRKHKRK its meaning is uncertain. Since it may interrupt reading and distract the reader, QRHXIRRIKIR> QKHKRR
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SRRAKAAIKKAAIIKES - SEAKKKEKE SRKEKESL
SEEREEEERREEEEL | signaled by a footnote. BRI KEEKERs
KRR i i i i BRI SLIKLL:
CRXRELXLLXLLXXXLIKLK As an aid to the reader, sectional headings have been inserted. They are not to O000000000/050/01 020203020300
SOOI 9999999995 RN ; B : X X XXX KKEE KXXKKEKL
0020202000202 %0 %0 %0 %0 %0 %0 %0 % %0 be regarded as part of the biblical text and are not intended for oral reading. It is I QLKL
RIS ittee i R SIS
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SGKKIILLLLEKEIEK S o . : . LRKKEKEEE SIKKIKL
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R R REEEEEEEES ff portions of the traditional English d by the best Greek BEEEEZRLLLLLLKKS
XX REKLIEXLRILRIX off portions of the traditional English text not supported by the best Gree SRELERELLL LREIKLL
S 00999999909 999 i H i indicati KKK KX KXXK XXX KKK
RHXHKIIRIKIIRRKIRRKHKRK manuscripts now appear in brackets, with a footnote indicating the text that has QRHXIRRIKIR> QKHKRR
SGKIILLLLEEIEK LRKKKKEEE SUIKKKL
CLXLLRLLLLRLLLLS b itted (see, f le, Matthew 17:[21]) CLLRLLLRR KLLLLL
X KKK KKK HKHKHKHK KK een omitted (see, for example, Matthew 17:(21]). CRARAXKAIAIH KD XXX
SRRAKAAIKKAAIIKES : SEAKKKEKE SRKEKESL
CLLLLKELLKS Mark 16:9—20 and John 7:53—8:11, although long accorded virtually equal SEREIIEERIE EEILL
KRR i i whi : BRI SLIKLL:
OO0 00000 00°0°0 0 0 000000 status with the rest of the Gospels in which they stand, have a questionable EELERLLLL KXXXKKS
SOOI 9999999995 P ; : X X XXX KKEE KXXKKEKL
RRRLRLRLLILIRLL standing in the textual history of the New Testament, as noted in the bracketed QRLLLLZRR KL
RIS “ons with whi i R SIS
0002020202020 02020202020 annotations with which they are set off. A different typeface has been chosen for QRHKIRKIHKKRS LKA AR
e e ety - . . QRAKAREEE SIIKEEL
X ERRREEREEELEEELE these passages to indicate their uncertain status. IR LK
SGKIILLLLEEIEK ; : . ; LRKKKKEEE SUIKKKL
SOOI IL IO I Basic formatting of the text, such as lining the poetry, paragraphing (both prose KERRELREL BRKELKKL
0000999 99000999 . .. . . . . . X KEEERRKE XXX XKLL
¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢:¢: and poetry), setting up of (administrative-like) lists, indenting letters and lengthy :Q:Q:Q:Q:Q:Q:’:’: :Q:Q:Q:Q:Q:Q
S 00999999909 999 i : : : f : KKK KX KXXK XXX KKK
LRI prayers within narratives and the insertion of sectional headings, has been the QLI LLLLIKLS
RIS : i : R SIS
S work of the Committee. However, the choice between single-column and double- SERKS S
s ~ i of redltter SRR
KL LELELELELLLLE column formats has been left to the publishers. Also the issuing of “red-letter SR LK
KRR itions is 3 publisher’s choi : BRI SLIKLL:
X REKLXLRXLLXRRKIXK editions is a publisher’s choice—one that the Committee does not endorse. EELERLLLL KXXXKKS
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X XX XX XX XXX XXX XX X . . . . . XXX XXX XXX
R which God blesses the entire earth. The genealogical line of the human race is REXLLLLLL
:::::::&:::::::::::::::::::::: narrowed down to a single family, chosen by God to be the bearer of universal :::::::::::::::::
X RRKLLRKRIKLRS blessing (Ge 12). Three stories trace this lineage: the Abraham story (Ge 12—25), SIS
RIS e SRR
RRIIEEEREEKS the Jacob story (Ge 25—-36), and the Joseph story (Ge 37-50). Following crisis QRIS
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X XX XX XX XXX XXX XX X . . . XX XXX XXX
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LRLLLLLLLLRILLLLS : ) CRLLRLKLS
RRRRLLLIRRLLLRIRLL Egypt) and an old crippled figure named Jacob/Israel (Ge 47:7—10). Ironically the QRRILXLLLIR
000302020 2020202020 2020 202020 . . . QLXK
020200000002 % 220202 2 2 %% latter blesses the former, and his progeny is the means by which the then-known SREIELSE
SRR, o iy SIS
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G 0999999.999.99999. . 13 . . . . . . 90999999,
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SRR Genesis is a theological book. It is not primarily a book about doctrine, nor a KL

S 00999999909 999 KKK XXX
LELREIREIRILLILLLL history book, nor a scientific treatise, nor a political tract. It presents God’s story :0’0’0’0’0’0’0’0’
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R IILLIRRIIILL i ber of possibilities b f their theological i XELLLIRKL
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00003020050 202020202050 ; i ; bl ; QRRKHKHKXHXC
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of Genesis but for the Bible as a whole, and it is like a grand
musical overture for the biblical symphony that will follow.
It has its own introduction in verses 1-2 and then unfolds
in a symmetrical seven-day sequence that corresponds to
the Israelite workweek: six days of work followed by one
day of rest. By working for six days and resting for one in
worship, the Israelites imitate their Creator. The first three
days match the second three in their form and content. God
organizes what he created into a formal structure in days
1-3, and he fills it with content in days 4-6. A final day of
rest caps the creation as the Creator delights in what he
has made. The presence of God’s Spirit at the beginning,
the centrality of the spoken word, and the use of the divine
plural before the creation of humanity (Ge 1:26-28) signals
the work of a triune God.

The main actor in the biblical story appears right at the
beginning: God. The word “God” in verse 1 translates the
Hebrew word Elohim, a title signifying the great Creator.
God'’s act of creation in verse 1brings into being the stuff of
reality, which is formless and empty in verse 2. The rest of
the prologue will show how the Creator completes the cre-
ation so that he can cease working on the seventh day (2:1).
1:3-5 In Hebrew literature, the first word an individu-
al speaks is indicative of his or her character. In his first
recorded speech in Scripture, God dispels darkness with
his command for the presence of light. Light is a central
characteristic of God in the Bible (1Jn 1:5). God speaks, and
light appears effortlessly. What is more, he sees his creation
and takes delight in it. It is “good” in that it serves its

XK
SRKGIKE
SRKERLE
SERREEE
SQERLKE
X
SGRKKE
SRKERLE
SERREEE
SQERLKE
XX XXX .
KKK GENESIS T1:15 OO 3
SRKGIKE
SRKERLE
:::::::::::: The Beginning ;:;253102125? "Then God said, “Let the land pro-
:,:,:,:,:,:, .I In the beginning? God created® | is; somr: 414, duce vegetation:f seed-bearing plant's
:::::::::::: the heavens¢ and the earth.d 2Now 26, n 12 and trees on the land that bear fruit
SRRRRRRL the earth was formless¢ and empty,’ | 720 with seed in it, according to their
RS darkness was over the surface of the | Neg:s; various kinds.9” And it was s0." 12The
:::::::::::: deep, and the Spirit of God" was hov- | Jobo:s; land produced vegetation: plants
o ering! over the waters. 13;1:82':1559125 bearing seed according to their kinds'
:.:.:0:0}:9 3 And God said.] * here be light” and 12152 1365 and trees bearing fruit with seed in
L messeemeiern Sl oot v A G
KL ligh ght. | h g}g;g;‘;‘fg saw that it was good.) 13And there was
D ight was good,” and he separated | 2 214 evening, and there was morningk —
LKL the light from the darkness.™ 5God | ne o:¢; the third day.
n . “« ” _ . . ”' . .
KR8 cane% thfl ltjg,l,lt. ?133”:0 an ttllle dark-|jobss; . | %And God said, “Let there be lights' in the
RS ness he called "night.”® And therewas | | °70 %" 6. vault of the sky to separate the day
KRG8 evening, and there was morningP — | sous; sas; from the night,™ and let them serve
KXRXLRY the first day. 4hi24; 45012, P ’ . .
XREEERK 6And God said. ¢ “Let there b e | 8 der 27, as signs" to mark sacred times,° and
K nd God said,® "Le . ere be a vaull™| 5, acis; days and years,P 15and let them be
:::::::::::: between the waterss to separate wa- ly;f;,; Eph 3:9; lights in the vault of the sky to give
77 Col 1:16; . ” .
RRRRRR ter from water.” 750 God made the )| Pov® light on the earth.” And it was s0.9
SO vault and separated the water un- | g, ,'10:6
‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘: der the vault from the water above | 1:2¢isa23:;
:0:0:0:0:0:0 it.! And it was so." 8God called" the 2:.:110," 27,:11:); 1:31ver 6; Ps 33:6,9; 148:5; Heb 11:3 ¥2C0 4:6*; 1Jn 1:5-7
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CUELKELLE ond day:. 9Ge 8:2; Pver 8,13,19,23,31 1:6 9S ver 3 'S ver 1; Isa 44:24; 2Pe 3:5
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IR dry ground? appear.” And it was so.? hGe 2o 104:6-9; Pr 8:2; Jer 5:22; 2Pe 3:5 2Ps 95:5; Jnh 1:9; Hag 2:6
0:0:0:0:0:0: 10God calledb the dry ground “land,” | job . aSver7 1:10 PSver 5 <Ps 33:7 9Job 38:8; Ps 90:2;
’0’0’0’0‘0‘ 4 0b 33:4; 95:5eSver4 1:11 TPs 65:9-13; 104:14 9ver 12, 21, 24, 25;
:Q:Q:Q:Q:Q:Q and the gathered waters® he called :’Ssa‘;)z‘*;;o? Ge 2:5; 6:20; 7:14; LeV 11:14,19,22; DX 14:13,18; 1C0 15:38
“« »d : ! - Sver7 112'Sver1miSvers 113 kSvers 1:14 'Ps 74:16;
0:0:0:0:0:0: seas.”¢ And God saw that it was Dt 32:17; 136:7 ™S ver 4 "Jer 10:2 °Ps 104:19 P Ge 8:22; Jer 31:35-36;
:::::::::::: good.® Isa31:5 33:20,25 1:159S ver7
XX XXX
GRRKAS
XX XXX
GRAKRD
SORKEEE 1:1-2 Genesis 1:1—2:3 is the prologue not only for the book  purpose to dispel darkness. The darkness is not good. God

separates the light from the darkness and begins to name
reality: light is “day,” darkness is “night.” This naming will
continue through the next two days. The word “day” can
signify daylight or the alternation of day and night. Later it
describes an entire seven-day period (Ge 2:4).

1:6—8 The second day is introduced by a divine command,
by which God separates “water from water” with the sky
(described as a vault). This captures an ancient understand-
ing of the world that envisioned the waters of the earth as
separated from the waters above the earth by a giant dome.
Unlike the gods of ancient Near Eastern myths, God does
not form and separate parts of creation by fighting forces
of chaos. He acts with an effortless spoken word. This is the
only day God does not pronounce a verdict of goodness.
1:9-13 On the third day, God gives two divine commands:
one that pushes back the waters to let dry ground appear,
and one that produces plant life from the dry ground. God
is shaping the earth into a place for the habitation and
sustenance of animal and human life. This day concludes
God'’s creation of the structures of creation; in the next three
days, he will fill these structures with content. After this
day, God will no longer name the reality he makes. It will be
up to humanity to continue this naming task (cf. 2:19-23).
1:14-19 On the fourth day, God creates lights to rule the light
and the darkness of day one. The poetic structure of these
verses resolves the tension of God creating light before he
creates the sun and stars: the second triad of days corre-
spond to the first triad. The fact that the astral bodies are
unnamed downplays their mythological significance, since

XXX XXKL
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4 OO GENESIS 1:16

16God made two great lights — the | 116'Dt17:3; fish in the sea and the birds in the
greater light' to governs the day and | Jor 2o sky,t over the livestock and all the
the lesser light to governt the night.! | Eze 8116 wild animals,? and over all the crea-
He also made the stars.’ 7God set ig:ggg tures that move along the ground.”
them in the vault of the sky to give | ujop3s:33;

light on the earth, 18to govern the day | s 746; 2750 God created! mankind' in his own
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and the night," and to separate light | jorsoss: _lmage,”
from darkness. And God saw that it | Jast7 in the image of God” he created
was good.x 19And there was evening, | |31 &%% them;
and there was morningy — the fourth | z-32; ps 8:3; male and female’ he
33:6; Ecc 12:2; created them.?

day.

20 And God said, “Let the water teem with Lii‘g"jf\m 58

living creatures,? and let birds fly | 118 “Jer33:20,

28God blessed them and said to
them,? “Be fruitful and increase in

25XSver4
above the earth across the vault of ;55 number;" fill the earth¢ and subdue
the sky.”2 2150 God created® the great 1:éoZPs 146:6 it. Rule overd the fish in the sea and
C i aGe 2:19 :

crgature§ of the‘sea and every living 1:210S ver1 the birds in the sky and over every

thing with which the water teems | cjob3:s; living creature that moves on the

and that moves about in it,d accord- 7:1;: P? 7413; ground.®”

. . . . 148:7; Isa 27:1; .

ing to thelr‘kmds,‘and'every winged | ¢;0 55, 29Then God said, “I give you ev-

bird according to its kind.® And God | ps104:25- .

saw that it was good. 22God blessed | 26Sver ery seed-bearing plant on the face of

. . . s

them and said, “Be fruitful and in- 1:2\2'?\,[; 28; Lhe vah(?le cd ]:h andd very t}l;ee th.aﬁ

crease in number and fill the water | Ge 8:17; 9:1, bas ruit ;’Vlt £ szef 3:)n lti T eslrlwlt

in the seas, and let the birds increase | [oy e be yct)ursf tﬁr 00 tﬁ ﬁn lltt(1)1& b't de

on the earth.”9 22And there was eve- | Eze36m beasts of the earth and all the birds

ning, and there was morningh — the | 23"Svers in the sky and all the creatures that

fer 1:24 Ge 2:19 move along the ground — everything

fifth day. iSvern e s
24And God said, “Let the land produce | “Sver7 that has the breath of lifed in it—1I

’ A ey | 1. . ”

living creatures’ according to their | yu e give every green plant for food."

kinds:/ the livestock, the creatures | ™Svern And it was so. )

that move along the ground, and | 30 . 31God saw all that he had made,'

the wild animals, each according to | 2;m7; and it was very good.) And there was

its kind.” And it was s0.k 25God made | 71003 evening, and there was morningk —

the wild animals' according to their | pjs, 4518

the sixth day.

kinds, the livestock according to |dverzs; _ ) »
their kinds, and all the creatures that | peao gur, | ©26 sPro'bam;[ reﬂdlftl_g %f ﬂtlt: I’(I)ngl:'lti;ll Hebrew text
A 5, 82:6; riac): r

move along the ground according to | sos 1cony; | €€ SYriac); Masoretic Text the ea
their kinds.™ And God saw that it was | 20 44 1:27 US ver 1V Ge 2:7; Ps 103:14; 119:73 WS ver 26 X Ge 5:1Y Ge 5:2;
good.” Colms; Mt 19:4%; MK 10:6*; Gal 3:28 2Dt 4:32  1:28 3Ge 33:5; Jos 24:3;

. o 3:10; Jas 3:9 Ps 113:9; 127:3,5 Y'S Ge 17:6 €S ver 22; Ge 6:1; Ac 17:26 9ver 26;

26Then God said, “Let us® make Léc 17:28-29 Ps 115:16 €Ps 8:6-8  1:29 fGe 9:3; Dt 12:15; Ps 104:14; 1Ti 4:3
s pj : qj Teo. e 9:2; 1:30 9Ge 2:7; 7:22 ronb 38:41; Ps 78:25; 104114, 27; 111:5; 136:25;

mankind® in our image,” in our like Ps 8:6-8 145:15; 147:9  1:311Ps 104:24; 136:5; Pr 3:19; Jer 10:12JS ver 4;
ness," so that they may rule® over the | tpss:8 1Ti 4:4 %S ver 5

their names (sun, moon) represented gods in the worldview
of Israel’s neighbors.

1:20-23 On the fifth day, God gives two divine commands:
one to populate the water and the sky (created on day two)
with marine and avian life, and another to bless the life with
the ability to reproduce. In these verses we also find the
first word of blessing in the creation story, and its meaning
is clear: to give life and not death, to enable animal life to
flourish and prosper in the domain for which these animals
were created. Fertility, pregnancy, reproduction, and the full-
ness of flourishing life are the prime indicators of blessing.
1:24-31The sixth day has two parts. First, God makes animals
forthe land (vv. 24-25), and second, God makes human beings
(vv. 26-31). God first creates three classes of land animals:
domestic animals, animals like reptiles and insects that creep
on the ground, and wild animals. Then, for the first time, there
isapausein the action as God takes counsel with himself. This
pause signals the importance of the next creative act: God

decides to create humanity in his own image and likeness.
The use of the plural to describe God (“our”) is probably a
reference to the Trinity (cf. the Spirit of God in v. 2), but it
could also be a reference to the divine court (the angels).
God creates both genders in his image, with no hint of in-
equality between males and females. The words “image” and
“likeness” connote both a unique relation to God (humanity
is like him) and a unique relation to the rest of creation (hu-
manity is to rule creation). Evidence from the ancient Near
East shows us that ancient peoples erected statues of rulers
to show the ruler’s dominion over that area. While God has
created a good world, it is a world that is wild, and one that
people need to tame and subdue and develop. They need to
harness its energy, cultivate its plants, harvest its crops, and
fill its spaces. Human work is a blessing and not a curse; it
is a means by which God exercises his rule over the created
order. With the final act of creation, God declared that all he
had made was very good!
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2 Thus the heavens and the earth
were completed in all their vast array.!

2By the seventh day™ God had finished
the work he had been doing; so on
the seventh day he rested from all
his work." 3Then God blessed the sev-
enth day and made it holy,° because
on it he restedP from all the work of
creatingd that he had done.

Adam and Eve

4This is the account’ of the heavens and
the earth when they were created,’ when the
LORD God made the earth and the heavens.

5Now no shrub had yet appeared on
the earth? and no plant had yet sprung
up,! for the LORD God had not sent rain on
the earth' and there was no one to work
the ground, é6but streams? came up from the
earth and watered the whole surface of
the ground. 7Then the LORD God formed"
aman¢V from the dust* of the ground’ and
breathed into his nostrils the breath? of
life,2 and the man became a living being.b

8Now the LORD God had planted a gar-
denin the east, in Eden;¢and there he put
the man he had formed. 9The LORD God
made all kinds of trees grow out of the

2:1!Dt 4:19;
17:3; 2Ki 17:16;
21:3; PS 104:2;
Isa 44:24;
45012; 4813;
5113

2:2MDt 514
Nver 2-3;

Ex 20:11; 31:17;
34:21; Jn 57;
Heb 4:4*
2:3°Ex16:23;
20:10; 23:12;
31:15; 35:2;
Lev 23:3;

Ne 9:14;

Isa 58:13;
Jer17:22

PPs 95:11;
Heb 4:11-11

as Ge 11
2:47Ge 5:1;
6:9;10:1; 11:10,
27; 25112,

19; 36:1,9;
37:25Ge 1i1;
Job 38:8-11
2:;5tGe 1tm
UJob 38:28;
Ps 65:9-10;
Jer10:13
2:7V1sa 29:16;
432,21 44:2
WS Ge 1:27
XGe 3:19; 18:27;
Job 4:19;
10:9; 17:16;
34:15; Ps 90:3;
Ecc 3:20; 12:7
YGe 3:23; 4:2;
Ps 103:14;
Jer18:6;

1Co 15:47

25 Ge1:2;

GENESIS 2:14 OO 5

ground — treesd that were pleasing to the
eye and good for food. In the middle of the
garden were the tree of life¢ and the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil.

10A riverd watering the garden flowed
from Eden;h from there it was separated
into four headwaters. "The name of the
firstis the Pishon; it winds through the en-
tire land of Havilah,' where there is gold.
12(The gold of that land is good; aromat-
ic resin and onyx are also there.) 13The
name of the second river is the Gihon; it
winds through the entire land of Cush.¢
14The name of the third river is the Tigris;k
itrunsalong the east side of Ashur. And the
fourth river is the Euphrates.'

a5 Orland; also inverse 6 Y6 Or mist

¢7 The Hebrew for man (adam) sounds like and
may be related to the Hebrew for ground
(adamah); it is also the name Adam (see verse 20).
412 Orgood; pearls  ©13 Possibly southeast
Mesopotamia

Job 27:3; Isa 2:22 2S Ge 1:30; Isa 42:5; Ac 17:25 ® Job 12:10; 32:8;
33:4; 34:14; PS 104:29; Isa 57:16; Eze 37:5; 1C0 15:45*

2:8 Cver10,15; Ge 3:23,24; 4:16; 13:10; Isa 51:3; Eze 28:13; 31:9,
16; 36:35; Joel 2:3  2:9 9Eze 31:8 € Ge 3:22, 24; Pr 3:18; 11:30;

S Rev 2:7 'Eze 47:12 2:10 INU 24:6; Ps 46:4; Eze 47:5 hSvers
2:111Ge 10:7; 25118 2:12Nu 17 2014 K Ge 41:1; Da 1034

!Ge 15:18; 31:21; Ex 23:31; Nu 22:5; Dt 1:7; 11:24; Jos 1:4; 25a 8:3;
1Ki 4:21; 2Ki 23:29; 24:7; 1Ch 5:9; 18:3; 2Ch 35:20; Jer 13:4; 46:2;
51:63; S Rev 9:14
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2:1-3 The seventh day is a day of completion as God ceases
from all his labors and rests in all his works. He does not
speak orwork, as he did on the other days. Like the second
part of the sixth day (which broke the repetitive patterns),
the seventh day is unique. It alone is mentioned three times,
itis the only day God blesses, and it is the only day without a
closing formula (“evening and morning”). The seventh day is
a day searching for an ending, an ending that will eventually
be fulfilled in the Sabbath rest God provides (Heb 4:9-11).
2:4 This next text is often considered a second creation
account, but if it is, we can see it as a complementary cre-
ation account (vv. 4-25). Whereas the first account describes
creation with a more panoramic vision (1:1—2:3), this section
zooms in to focus on God’s creation of humanity and his per-
sonal and intimate care of his creation. Chapters 2-3 refer to
God as “LorD God"—a name that captures God’s covenantal
relationship with humanity. Whereas the first account used
staccato-like repetition to describe a sequence of seven
days, which climaxed with the creation of humanity and
the Sabbath, this account begins with the creation of the
male human and climaxes with the creation of the female
human. While the first account focuses on the goodness of
creation, this account recognizes that it is “not good” for
the man to be alone (2:18). While the first account identifies
humanity’s task of having dominion over the creation, this
text makes clear that this dominion includes acts of garden-
ing, protecting, and classifying. At the end of the prologue
of creation in Genesis 1, God creates humanity in his image;
the meaning of thisimage is more fully developed in Genesis
2, when the “LORD God” creates the human pair.

Genesis 2:4 contains the first use of the genealogical for-
mula “This is the account. . .” This formula serves as a title for
the next sequence of events, which conclude at the end of

chapter 4. This text depicts the heaven and earth as parents
of the man and woman. While humans owe their origin to
the ground, it is God who creatively shapes this ground
to make them and who inspires them with his breath. He
does this in a very intimate way, crafting the man from the
dust of the ground and the woman from the man’s side.

2:5-6 The world is not yet a habitable place for humanity.
There is no plant life or (presumably) animal life. This is a
problem God will partially rectify with the creation of human-
ity. These verses parallel the prologue in chapter1, where cre-
ation is unformed and unfilled before God creates light (1:2).
2:7-9 God forms the man from the ground. In Hebrew, the
words for “man” and “ground” are related. The linguistic
similarity shows the close relationship between the two
entities. God places the man in the garden he has already
prepared for him. The man does not have to earn access to
the garden; God places him within it to care for it. Among all
the trees of the garden, two receive special focus: a “tree of
life” and a “tree of the knowledge of good and evil” (v. 9). In
the new creation there will be only the tree of life (Rev 22:2).
2:10-14 These verses slow down the narrative’s pace by
presenting a digression focusing on the source of life for
the garden and the source for water for the regions outside
the garden. A spring within the garden wells up and forms a
river. As this river emerges from the garden, it divides into
fourrivers, two of which are still known today: the Tigris and
Euphrates. The other two (the Pishon and Gihon) may have
symbolic names, since they rhyme and since their meaning
suggests the word “spring”: the springer and the gusher.
Later prophetic texts present similar imagery of a mighty
river flowing out of the temple (Eze 47). Later in the biblical
story, Jesus is a new temple who promises the water of
life to any who will believe in him (Jn 4:10-14; Rev 22:1-4).
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6 <O GENESIS 2:15

15The LORD God took the man and put e Tée‘/6f1§2 she shall be called? ‘woman,
him in the Garden of Eden™ to work it and | 5,7 oge 33{",17 for she was taken out of man.?”
take care of it. 1°And the LORD God com- ;Gz(;zl;t;;osfs 24That is why a man leaves his father and
manded the man, “You are free to eat from | ;o; er 42:16; mother and is united® to his wife, and
any tree in the garden;" 7but you must not | Ez¢ 3:18; !
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good e they become one flesh.¢
S6:23 . . d
and evil,° forwhen you eat from it you will | 218 Pr3u; ani:f‘}?:;;;?g;’;;‘;’;ﬁ were both naked,
certainly die.”P 2105 87 ’
18The LORD God said, “It is not good for | ;2420 | o £y
the man to be alone. I will make a helper | vce:24
: - 270 YGe 3:20; Now the serpent® was more crafty than
sugall\?le fgf hig‘};; God had f doutof | 4 any of the wild animals the LoRD God
Oow the o] ad 1ormed out o1 | 2:21¥Ge15:12; B “myi
the ground all the wild animals' and all the | 122612 had made.‘He said to thewoman, “Did God
. : Job 3315 really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree
birds in the sky.* He brought them to the | 222103, | jp the garden’?”
. ,12; 1Ti 22 °
man to see what he WOUI% name them; and 33vaessn; | 2The woman said to the serpent, “We
whatfver the man calledZ oeach living crea- ZEE% 2:122-30 may eat fruit from the trees in the gar-
ture," that was its name. 20So the man gave | . c; ,.g den,9 3but God did say, ‘You must not eat
names to all the livestock, the birds in the | 2:24°Mal21s | £10it £10m the tree that is in the middle of
. : Mt 19:5%;
sky and all the wild animals. Mii0:7-8% | the garden, and you must not touch it, or
But for Adam no suitable helper’ was | 1o 6:16%; you will die.”h
found. 21So the LORD God caused the man | ®P" 53" « - ; o
. " ! 2:25 9Ge 37, 4“You will not certainly die,” the ser-
t(1> fallinto ; deep kSleep; far;ld Whlle’he -‘f,’ai 10115473 | pent said to the woman.  5“For God knows
sleeping, he took one of the man’s r1bs® | ;;<jop17; | that when you eat from it your eyes will be
?ziznd then closed up the place with flesh. | #22¢0n3% | opened, and you will be like God, knowing
Thgn the LORD God made awoman from | ig e 517 good and evil”
the rib®he had taken out of the man, and | 32 1¢¢ 2% |~ 6when the woman saw that the fruit of
hezlzf(;lu%ht her tg the man. 35415 I S the tree was good for food and pleasing
The man said, 2Con:3
3:5JS Ge 1:26;
“This is now bone of my bones :?;118,;319,:;[)5 781420 Ortheman 21 Or took part of the man’s
and flesh of my flesh;Y Eze 28:2 side €22 Orpart

2:15-17 After the brief digression regarding the rivers, the
scene refocuses on the man God placed in the garden. In
this place from which life in all of its fullness dwells, God
gives the man the responsibility to “work” the land and to
“take care of” it (v. 15). These two terms indicate the farmer’s
important task of tilling the ground and taking care of it, but
they also suggest a sacred function for the man, for these
verbs also appear together in texts describing the duties of
priests and Levites in the tabernacle (Nu 3:7-8,38). The man
is to enjoy the fruit of all the trees of the garden, but he must
not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil or
else he will suffer death. God issues this negative command
to protect the man. This forbidden tree probably represents
moral autonomy. By eating from this tree and disobeying
God, humanity will decide for itself what is good and evil.
2:18-25 God addresses the one “not good” of creation: the
man is without the woman—thus showing the complemen-
tarity of Genesis 1and 2. Human sexuality is an essential
aspect of God’s creative design for humanity. To rectify the
man’s loneliness, God first creates animals. After the man
names the animals, thereby exercising dominion over them,
God says they are an unsuitable solution for the man’s lack
of companionship. They are decidedly not like him. God then
puts the man to sleep and takes from his side a rib, from
which he crafts a partner like him. When the man awakens,
he sings to his new bride a song that names her “woman”
but also shows her likeness to him. She is his God-given
complement. The final verse of the passage provides an
explanation for the institution of marriage. Marriage is not
a social construction but a divine creation that explains
the wonder and power of sexuality and the magnetism

between the sexes. The conclusion of the story emphasizes
the complete openness and transparency between the first
couple: they were naked and not ashamed.

3:1This chapter shows how a deliberate act of human rebel-
lion sundered the harmony between God and the human
couple, with catastrophic consequences. A new character
enters the scene: the serpent. By means of wordplay, the
author alerts the reader to a potentially ominous develop-
ment. The serpent is “crafty,” a pun on the word for “naked”
that appears in Genesis 2:25. This shrewd serpent will cause
the couple see their nudity as shameful. Moreover, the ser-
pent speaks. This animal is much more than meets the eye.
The content of the speech reveals the serpent’s maligned
character. In the following verses, the serpent distorts God'’s
word and authority and questions his character.

3:2-3 The woman corrects the serpent’s misquote of God’s
order. However, she goes on to add a further prohibition
to the divine word: that God forbade the couple from even
touching the tree. Additionally, she does not call the tree
by its proper name. Perhaps this is an indication that the
woman is subtly questioning God’s goodness and his seri-
ousness in punishing sin.

3:4-5The serpent reveals his true colors and boldly lies to
the woman, telling herin the strongest possible terms that
the divine penalty of death for eating the forbidden fruit
is a lie, and that God is intent on forbidding people from
enjoying life to the full. The serpent thus slanders God’s
character by implying that God would be jealous of the
human couple becoming like him.

3:6-7 Up to this point God has defined what is good. Now
the woman sees that the fruit is good. It is good in three
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to the eye, and also desirable for gain- 3561?]325:614 15 And I will put enmity
ing wisdom, she took some and ate it. She | \Nu30:7-8; between you and the woman,
also gave some to her husband,' who was | ;#4759 and between your offspring® and
with her, and he ate it.™ 7Then the eyes of | Ti214 hers;®
both of them were opened, and they real- | 3 5> he will crush? your head,*
ized they were naked;" so they sewed fig I3)t82';l-1e4v 26112; and you will strike his heel.”
1 her and m rings for i .
eavs tsetherand made coverings 0f 5k |ty e woman e i,
8Then the man and his wife heard the 32:2:25;2133;9:7- “I will make your pains in childbearing
sound of the LORD God as he was walk- | 12; Isa 29:15; very severe;
ingP in the garden in the cool of the day;, ;‘;rz‘f‘zgw with painful labor you will give birth
and they hidd from the LORD God among | Rev 61516 to children.d
the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God 13698613‘59 Your desire will be for your husband,
called to the man, “Where are you?”" 1K 19:9,13 and he will rule over you.®”
10 “« i _ | 3:10 Ex 19:16;
den, and 1 was afraid: because 1was a. | S0 | 70 Adam he said, “Because you lis-
ked:tso I hid.” tGe 2:25 tened to your ylfe and ate fruit frorr} the
11And he said, “Who told you that you 3:51162626:127:25 tree about which I.cgfmmanded you, ‘You
were naked?! Have you eaten from the tree | 3:12 VGe 2:22 must not eat from it,
that I commanded you not to eat from?” | 303 507" “Cursed9 is the ground" because of
12The man said, “The woman you put | iz you;
here with me¥ — she gave me some fruit | 3 pesrs through painful toili you will eat
from the tree, and I ate it.” Isa 49:23; food from it
13Then the LORD God said to the woman, | $525 77 all the days of your life.
“What is this you have done?” Ac13:10; 181t will produce thorns and thistles for
The woman said, “The serpent deceived | ;7 5 you,
me,*and I ate.” Jdg 13:5; and you will eat the plants of the
1450 the LORD God said to the serpent, '9527;1‘{182; field.!
“Because you have done this, L 135 Gal 447 | ———
“CursedY are you above all livestock 5 EX 11é':1z7o; “15 Orseed V15 Orstrike
and.all wild animals! ;if(? :;:4825- e1Co 11:3; Eph 5:22 3117 S Ge 2:17 9Ge 5:29; Nu 35:33;
You will crawl on your belly 6; Isa 13:8; 21:3; | Ps106:39; Isa 24:5; Jer 3:1; Ro 8:20-22 "Ge 6:13; 8:21; Isa 54:9
and you willeat dust | e ey e e
all the days of your life. 1Ti 2:15 IPs 104:14

ways: for satisfying physical pleasure (eating), for satisfying
physical desires (seeing), and for becoming wise (power).
First John 2:16 echoes this trio of seductive temptations
when it speaks of “the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life.” Once the woman yields to these
desires, she quickly gives the fruit to her husband, who is
with her. Her husband has probably been mesmerized by
the scene and so eats the fruit passively. The consequence is
immediate. Their eyes are opened as the serpent promised.
They see their nakedness and must hide it from one another
by making clothing. They also must hide from God in the
midst of the garden. There will be a long history before the
resurrected Jesus breaks bread, representing his broken
body, for his blind disciples to eat on the Emmaus Road,
which causes them to truly see again (Lk 24:31).

3:8-13 God addresses the man first, using rhetorical ques-
tions to help him understand the gravity of his offense.
The man expresses fear, speaks of the need to cover his
nakedness, and fails to take responsibility, instead blaming
the woman (and by implication God) for his transgression.
His response demonstrates the consequences of the “fall”
for humanity: fear, shame, and blame. God addresses the
woman next. She does not accept responsibility either. She
blames the serpent.

3:14-15 Significantly, God does not engage in a back-and-
forth dialogue with the serpent. He simply curses it to a
life of humiliation, where it will literally bite the dust. But

God promises that the woman, who was deceived first, will
become the means by which the serpent and his strategy
will be defeated. The woman’s offspring will engage in bat-
tle with and eventually defeat the serpent’s offspring. The
woman’s offspring will be bruised on the heel—a nonlethal
blow—and the serpent’s head will be crushed. According-
ly, subsequent chapters of Genesis focus on the man and
woman’s human descendants. By the end of Genesis, there
is an expectation of a royal figure from Judah who will rule
the nations and transform nature (49:8-12). Genesis 3:15 is
the fountainhead of messianic prophecy.

3:16 God declares that the woman will have pain in child-
birth. There will also be strife between her and her husband.
The unity and transparency between the man and woman
has been broken. When the promised descendant of the
woman comes, the original unity will be restored. There
will no longer be Jew nor Gentile, slave nor free, male nor
female (Gal 3:28). In Christ, all these judgments will be
reversed.

3:17-19 God next judges the man, who is now alienated from
the ground from which he came. Work, which was a divine
mandate, becomes a struggle for existence. Adam also ex-
periences pain as he labors to produce food. God further
decrees that humans will die—they’ll return to the ground
from which God created Adam. Death rules life. When the
promised descendant of the woman finally comes, there
will be a reversal, and life will rule death (Ro 5:21).
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19 By the sweat of your brow™ ;}?S o2 some of the firstborn of his flock.h The
you will eat your food" nGe 1418; LoRD looked with favor on Abel and his
until you return to the ground, Dt 8:3,9; offering,' *but on Cain and his offering he
since from it you were taken; B | did not look with favor. So Cain was very
for dust you are o5 e 27 angry, and his face was downcast.
and to dust you will return.”° S Ps 14624 6Then thg LORD said to Cain, “Why are
20 Adam? named his wife Eve,bP because chbfg; youangry? Why is yout face downcast? 7If
’ o0 you do what is right, willyou not be accept-
she would become the mother of all the | ;cc. ..o, | ed? Butifyou do not do what is right, sin is
living. ) chi"zT}’” crouching at your door;k it desires to have
21The LORD God made garments of skin | 1252 . . | you, but you must rule over it.”
for Adam and his wife and clothed them.4 3:22'S Ge 126 8Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s
22And the LORD God said, “The man has | 3¢ 2% go out to the field.”9 While they were in the
now become like one of us," knowing good 3:23 tsGe28 | field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and
and evil. He must not be allowed to reach | ;>%$27 | killed him.™
out his hand and take also from the tree | “Ex2518- 9Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is
of lifes and eat, and live forever.” 23So the 22312?2;‘*22:"; your brother Abel?”"
LORD God banished him from the Garden | i 6:27; 8:6; “I don’t know,°” he replied. “Am I my
of Edent to work the ground" from which | 2% brother’s keeper?”
he had been taken. 24After he drove the | ps18:10; 8o:1; 10The LORD said, “What have you done?
man out, he placed on the east sidec of the | 39252 %:!% | Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me
Garden of Eden' cherubim¥ and a flaming | *Job 40:19; from the ground.P "Now you are under a
sword* flashing back and forth to guard the I"SZ‘;’;;‘*" cursedand driven from the ground, which
way to the tree of life.Y ¥S Ge 2:9 opened its mouth to receive your brother’s
4arverty, blood from your hand. 2ZWhen you work
Cain and Abel ﬁmﬁ?ﬁ;'zo
Adam¢“ made love to his wife? Eve,? ]Ju'llzﬁ a20 OrTheman Y20 Eve probably means
and she became pregnant and gave | 4:2cMt233s; | living. €24 Or placed in front @1 Or The
birth o Cain. She said, “With the help [, | por o) G ountolie e e o
of the LORD I ha\{e bmu%t,lt forth/a man. ngie'_ez‘]“ 9 8 Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, Vulgate
2Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.¢ 2 152 43:23; and Syriac; Masoretic Text does not have “Let’s go
Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked gﬁru 411;2 out to the field.”
the soil.4 3In the cours'e of time (_:aln 44 alev 316; | 4:6iJnh 44 4:7 Ge 44216; Nu 32:23; Isa 59:12 'Job 11:15;
brought some of the fruits of the soil as ﬁéh 129235 22:27; P 27:3; 46:2; SRO 616 4:§ ™ Mt 23:35; LIc 1T, 1n 312;
an offering® to the LoRD.  “And Abel also | |7, | Jien, Lo s Seunsinut e ceom iz e
brought an offering — fat portions9 from | iHeb 1:4 Ps 9:12; 106:38; Heb 12:24; Rev 6:9-10  4:11 Dt 11:28; 2Ki 2:24

3:20-21 The man names his wife Eve, which means “life.”
Here, the man shows belief in God’s promise that life will
finally triumph over death and that Eve will have children,
one of whom will eventually crush the head of the serpent
(Ge 3:15). God then provides better clothing for the couple.
Obtaining animal skins would have required the death of
animals in the garden. Here, then, is God's first act of vi-
olence, which he performs in order to cover the shame
and guilt of human beings. This is the first step in a long
road, which will eventually lead to the complete removal of
shame and guilt for human beings through another, more
effective sacrificial death—a death that will result in robes
of righteousness.

3:22-24 God must punish the couple by exiling them from
the Garden of Eden. If they remain, they might eat from
the tree of life and live forever. In their fallen state, eating
from the tree would be a curse instead of a gift. Under a
future new covenant, eternal life will become a reality (Jer
31:31-34). Life is now characterized by exile as the human
couple—and therefore the human race—are exiled from
Eden. Powerful angelic figures called cherubim bar the way
to the tree of life. Later, God instructs the Israelites to create
golden cherubim and to place them in the tabernacle (Ex
25:18-19). Humanity cannot return to the garden, but God,
in his grace, will bring the garden to them.

GRACEANDTRUTH_NVLindb 8

4:1-8 The narrative’s focus shifts to the birth of children.
Children are part of God'’s creation blessing. Eve reminds
herself of Yahweh's help in the birth of her first son. She
sees herself as a co-creator and names her son accordingly.
The name Cain sounds like the Hebrew word for “created” or
“acquired.” The second son quickly follows, and his name,
Abel, means “vapor” or “breath,” suggesting he will have
a short life. The scene then shifts quickly to the brothers’
adulthood and to an altar, where the brothers bring gifts
to worship Yahweh. The text uses the word “brother” fre-
quently to remind readers of the close relationship between
the two children and to emphasize the heinous nature of
Cain’s later act. Abel’s gift was acceptable to God. Cain’s
offering, however, displeased the Lord. Cain could rectify
God’s displeasure and his own jealousy by making amends.
God describes sin as a wild beast ready to master Cain and
tells Cain that he must master sin instead.

4:9-16 Two rhetorical questions in verse 9 reveal huge differ-
ences in the speakers’ worldviews. God’s question to Cain,
“Where is your brother Abel?” reminds Cain of his failure to
uphold a fundamental social responsibility. Cain’s rhetorical
question, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” discloses his post-fall
state of mind. To Cain the answer to his question is obviously
negative, but to a person who did not experience the fall,
the answer would be clearly positive. In Luke 10:29, the
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the ground, it will no longer yield its crops g;g;?; 72§515 23Lamech said to his wives,
for you." You will be a restless wanderers | cg.1c: 109-10 . .
on 'g;le earth.t” Toas 09410 “Adah and Zillah, listen to me;
13Cain sai d to the LORD, “Mv punishment | 4724 1718; wives of Lamech, hear my words.
is more than I can bear. MTY)I()ia ou are T T I have killedk a man for wounding me,
driving me from the land, and stirl}’be hid- 5253 ver 2 ayoung man for injuring me.
den frgm our resence'“’I will be arestless Bthes;'ﬁé'-w 24If Cain is avenged' seven times,”
yourp ¢ . EX 21112, 14 then Lamech seventy-seven times."”
wanderer on the earth," and whoever finds | oy ,,:7:
me will kill me.”¥ Nu 10,2, 25Adam made love to his wife° again,
15But the LORD said to him, “Not s0% any- | ioe ->> | and she gave birth to a son and named
one who kills Cain* will suffer vengeance | 415*Eze 94, | him Seth, 9P saying, “God has granted me
. y . . N . .
seve1:1 times ovetrl.z” Then thﬁ LfORD gﬁt a | ez i{ﬁ)tgi{ ch:}]dz ;g It);lac;e ofh Al;el, since ?:laﬁn
mark on Cain so that no one who found him | Lev 26:23; illed him. ethalso hadason, and he
. . . Ps 79:12 i r
would kill him. 16So Cain went out from | ,>%),4.,, | Bamedhim Enosh.
the LORD’s presence? and lived in the land | °s Ge 2: At that time people began to call on¢ the
17Cain made love to his wife, and she be- | ¢Ps 4om
came pregnantand gave birth to Enoch. Cain | ¢29,5¢$2 | From Adam to Noah
was then building a city,4 and he named it | bt 2115; This is the written account' of Adam’s
after his son¢ Enoch. 18To Enoch was born | [/i¢l5272 | family line."
Irad, and Irad was the father of Mehujael, | Ex1s:20; .
and Mehujael was the father of Methushael, | ¢} 55 When God created mankind, he made
and Methushael was the father of Lamech. | ps332 434 | them in the likeness of God." 2He creat-
19Lamech marriedf two women,9 one .}ja I;@“: ba3s | ed them¥ male and female* and blessed
oD 21:12;
named Adah and the other Zillah. 20Adah | 30:31;Ps 1504 |
. . i e a 1 1 .
gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of 145221 ; 53.35.35, 15 Sep;uagmt, Vulgate and Syr.lac, Hebrew Very
h ho live in tents and raise live- | sk s o well 16 Nod means wandering (see verses 12
those w N b “'3 f:G’e* 956 and 14). €22 Or who instructed all who work in
stock. 21His brother’s name was Jubal; he | ¢, 2013 o172 | 425 Seth probably means granted. €26 Or to
was the father of all who play stringed in- | 23:7; Levi91s; | proclaim
h i i 2274 24:17; Dt 27:24;
struments aqd pipes. lela.h alsg hada 32:35 Jer51:56; Na1:2MSver15 "Mt 18:22  4:25°ver1PGe 5:3;
son, Tubal-Cain, who forged’ all kinds of | 4:24'pt32:35; | 1ChT:19vers  4:26 "Ge 5:6; 1Ch 1:1; Lk 3:38 SGe 12:8; 13:4;
c 3 _Cain’c | 2Ki9:7; 21:33; 22:9; 26:25; 33:20; 35:1; Ex 17:15; 1Ki 18:24; Ps 116:17;
t(.’OIS out of¢bronze and iron. Tubal-Cain’s Ps 18:47; Joel 2:32; Zep 3:9; SAc 2:21  5:11S Ge 2:4 U1Ch 1:1VS Ge 1:27;
sister was Naamabh. 94:1; 1sa 35:4; Col 3110 5:2WGe 1:28 XS Ge 1:27; Mt 19:4; Mk 10:6; Gal 3:28
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religious leader’s self-justifying question to Jesus, “Who is
my neighbor?” echoes Cain’s response here. Jesus’ story of
the Good Samaritan is the needed corrective (Lk 10:30-36).
Though Cain murdered Abel in secret, the murder does
not escape God’s notice. If only humans could hear what
God hears! But they are deaf to the cries of the victims
of oppression. The blood of Abel, an innocent man, cries
out from the ground, seeking justice from God, the divine
arbiter (Ge 4:10). In the fullness of time, the blood of the
woman'’s promised offspring will cry out for mercy to God
on behalf of the guilty (Heb 12:24). While God punishes Cain,
he demonstrates grace in sparing his life. Cain expresses
fear of persecution, which may suggest that other people
are alive at this time (Ge 4:15). Cain then departs from the
Lord’s presence (4:16).
4:17-22 Where did Cain get his wife (v. 17)? There are a num-
ber of possibilities. First, it is possible that many years have
transpired and that by this point Cain has many younger
sisters. One of these could have been his wife. Or anoth-
er possible interpretation is that there were other human
beings besides Adam and Eve living at this time. The text
is not concerned about answering these questions. Verses
18-22 begin a genealogy that culminates in an individual
who is noted for vengeance and violence (v. 23). The names
Enoch and Irad (v. 18) sound similar to the names of two
cities mentioned in Mesopotamian lore: Uruk and Eridu.
The genealogy climaxes with Lamech, the first recorded
polygamist in the Bible. Lamech’s children are responsible
for the development of arts and culture: his sons live in

settlements and domesticate animals, and they play music
and develop metallurgy. The children’s names connote their
contributions.

4:23-24 This genealogy concludes with a speech stressing
unrestrained, limitless violence. Lamech, the seventh de-
scendant from Adam in Cain’s line of descendants, magnifies
the number seven to express an infinite bloodlust. If God
would avenge Cain’s death seven times, Lamech will take
matters into his own hands and avenge his own death 77
times (v. 24). This genealogy demonstrates human progress
in the development of civilization, but these verses also
show a dark side. Lamech is willing to kill anyone who in-
jures him, no matter what the person’s age. Much later in the
biblical narrative, Peter will ask Jesus how often one should
forgive. The answer is “seventy-seven times” (Mt 18:22-23).
4:25-26 A characteristic of Hebrew narrative is to finish
a plotline in a particular story before returning to earlier
events and resuming them. So here the story backtracks to
resume loose ends dealing with the murder of Abel, which
happened generations earlier (vv. §-16). Adam and Eve have
another child, Seth, and Seth initiates another line of de-
scendants. They focus on worship instead of violence. The
line associated with Seth and Enosh, which is detailed in
the next chapter, contrasts sharply with the line of Cain.
5:1-20 The next section describes ten generations of the line
of Adam through his son Seth (5:1—6:8). The verses reiterate
God’s creation of humanity in his likeness in Genesis 1:26-28
with some slight variations. As God created humans “in his
own image” (1:27), so Adam has a son “in his own image”
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them. And he named them “Mankind”@ Sg 'S Ge 1:26; 21When Enoch had lived 65 years, he be-
when they were created. ‘Seenys | came the father of Methuselah.9 22After he
3When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a | Lk 338, | DECame the father of Methuselah, Enoch
son in his own likeness, in his own image;Y | ficpo7 - | walked faithfully with God" 300 years and
and he named him Seth.Z 4After Seth was | 5:6°SGe4:26; | had other sons and daughters. 23Altogeth-
born, Adam lived 800 years and had oth- ;";cf?h 12 | er, Enochlived a total of 365 years. 24Enoch
er sons and daughters. *Altogether, Adam | k337 | walked faithfully with God;' then he was no
lived a total of 930 years, and then he died.? e | more, because God took him away.i
6When Seth had lived 105 years, he be- ffo‘Ch 2 25When Methuselah had lived 187 years,
came the father? of Enosh.? 7After he be- | -2%% .. | he became the father of Lamech.k 26 After
came the father of Enosh, Seth lived 807 IJ'E ge3174 he became the father of Lamech, Methu-
years and had other sons and daughters. selah lived 782 years and had other sons
8Altogether, Seth lived a total of 912 years, and daughters_ 27A1t0gether’ Methuselah
and ﬂtlleﬂ he dlildl'.l dlived e lived a total of 969 years, and then he died.
9When Enosh had lived 90 years, he be- 28When Lamech had lived 182 years, he
came ttflle ffatrt:er offé(enan.;‘OAfl’:el}‘ hzt;e- had a son. 29He named him Noah¢!' and
came the father of Kenan, Enosh lived 815 said, “He will comfort us in the labor and
years and had other sons and daughters. i i
TAltogether, Enosh lived a total of 905 | s:2191ch1:3; g?(l)?lf;lé E(gl; (L’f)ggrhgiﬂsrg::,smeflggxft&i
vears, and then he died. L Werz; | Noah was born, Lamech lived
. : 4; ) 595 years
12When Kenan had lived 70 years, hebe- | Gee: 1 | and had other sons and daughters. 31Al-
d - :40; 48:15; .
came the father of Mahalalel. *After he be ;‘zi‘;‘;z;s ¥ | together, Lamech lived a total of 777 years,
came the father of Mahalalel, Kenan lived | ps nig:o; and then he died.
- | Mic6:8;
840 slflers antilha(%(otherl.sorzis and ‘lia‘flgh Mal ;;g 32 After Noah was 500 years old," he be-
;‘2’;5 ar;[g%g:e:ﬁe giaél Ived a total of 910 szu'sver22 | came the father of Shem,® Ham and Ja-
4 . a5 73:24; | pheth.P
1When Mahalalel had lived 65 years, he 2312981 ﬁgﬁ 12145 P
became the father of Jared.® 16 After he be- sz;?;h 3 | Wickedness in the World
;agle the fatttilei‘lr ((>1f J '?rl;ed' Mahala(il?jl llvis szg';é:h 3 When human beings began to increase
t3 3:5'2;[5 anth a MO helr folr;s ar& tatu% ; mS Ge 317: in number on the earth® and daugh-
Szrss.yearsogre; d fhr’en ;eadzilefj lvedatotalo ggzsfge o ters were born to them, 2the sons of God'
, . 327Ge 7:6,1; s
18When Jared had lived 162 years, he be- | 5o greous. sbaw that tthe daughters* of huumans were
P e 6110, 918; | heautiful,t and they married" any of them
came the father of Enoch." 19After he be- | 101 1¢h 1:4; thev chose. 3Then the LORD said. “My Spir-
came the father of Enoch, Jared lived 800 | 528520 v ’ » NY 5P
years and had other sons and daughters. 212;;33 e1ri i | a2 Hebrewadam b6 Father may mean
20Altogether, Jared lived a total of 962 | ¢, . ancestor; also in verses 7-26. €29 Noah sounds
years, and then he died. us Ge 419 like the Hebrew for comfort.

(5:3). Thus, sonship is associated with the image, and it is
clear that the image was not lost as a result of human sin.
The first member of the genealogy sets the pattern for the
entire genealogy: a father produces one particularson at a
certain age, then lives fora number of years and produces
other sons and daughters. Finally, he dies. Throughout the
genealogy we see prolific blessing and longevity of life.
5:21-32 Only Enoch breaks the pattern and escapes death
(vv. 21-24). Enoch “walked faithfully with God,” indicating
he shared close fellowship with God. This is reminiscent of
God walking with Adam and Eve in the garden (3:8). But
Enoch walks with God only after the birth of Methuselah,
indicating that something about this birth was a turning
pointin Enoch’s life. When we calculate the ages, we find that
Methuselah died in the year of the flood. Perhaps his birth
was a harbinger of judgment to come. Notably, Enoch does
not die. Communion with God results in escape from death.
Inverse 29, Lamech—a different Lamech from the one in
Cain’s line (4:18-24)—expresses his hope for relief from the
curse. Like the Lamech of Cain’s genealogy, this Lamech also
speaks. But his speech celebrates life and expresses hope
for an end to the curse and the deliverance of humanity
from painful toil. The genealogy culminates in life with the
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birth of Lamech’s son Noah—the tenth generation after
Adam—who will bring relief from the curse (cf. 3:15). Noah
has three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth (5:32).

6:1-2 The narrative resumes an earlier undeveloped theme,
so it presents a flashback. The previous two chapters have
described two lines of descendants, the proliferations of
sons and daughters, violence, marriages, and long lifespans.
The identity of the “sons of God” (v. 2) is a difficult interpre-
tative problem, but what is clear is that the intermarriage
of the sons of God with the daughters of humans was sin-
ful. The identity of the “sons of God” is disputed. Perhaps
they are rebellious angelic figures much like the serpent
in chapter 3 (cf. the “angels” or “sons of God” in Hebrew in
Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7; Da 3:25), who appear in human form and
impregnate human women, from which come the Nephilim
mentioned in Genesis 6:4. Or perhaps they are ordinary hu-
man beings—a line of ancient kings with an insatiable lust
like Lamech (Cain’s descendant), who viewed themselves as
divine. Or perhaps they are human descendants from the
godly line of Seth—as opposed to the wicked line of Cain.
Their sin, then, is to marry into the line of Cain.

6:3 The mention of 120 years may refer either to God’s re-
stricting the number of years a human can live because
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itV will not contend with? humans forev- | 6:3'Job3414; | is filled with violence because of them. I
er,¥ for they are mortal?;* their days will | viesmne, | am surely going to destroy® both them and
be a hundred and twenty years.” lejg 31239 the earth.t14So make yourself an ark of cy-

4The NephilimY were on the earth in | ps;g:39; press¢wood;! make rooms in it and coat it
those days — and also afterward — when | 10314 Isa 40:6 | with pitch' inside and out. 15This is how you

the sons of God went to the daughters of | sy ssce o2,

humans? and had children by them. They | 6:5°Ge38:7;

are to build it: The ark is to be three hun-
dred cubits long, fifty cubits wide and thir-

were the heroes of old, men of renown.? | Jororays; | tY Cubits high.416Make aroof forit, leaving

5The LORD saw how great the wicked- | Eze319 below the roof an opening one cubit® high

the earth,® and that every inclination of | ¢:6 %ex3zu; | and make lower, middle and upper decks.
1Sa 15:11,35;

the thoughts of the human heart was only | 5 16 17Iam going to bring floodwaters" on the

evil all the time.¢ 6The LORD regrettedd that | 1ch2175; earth to destroy all life under the heavens,
. Isa 63:10; every creature that has the breath of life in

he had made human beings on the earth, | jer15:7-10; N - ' !
and his heart was deeply troubled. 7So the | Eph 430 it. Everything on earth will perish.X18But I
6:7¢Eze 33:28; | will establish my covenant with you,Y and

LoRrp said, “Iwill wipe from the face of the | zep1:2,18
earth® the human race I have created —and fz\:eg1t7z SGZ Tl
with them the animals, the birds and the | 5q 3

youwill enter the arkz—you and your sons
and your wife and your sons’ wives with

29:20 19 : .
creatures that move along the ground — | ;e | i R R 8 TR 00 e
for I regret that I have made them." 8But | gy3312,13.17: § crea - 220 bt
Noah9 found favor in the eyes of the LORD." | 34:9; Nu m15; keep them alive with you.? 20Two® of ev-
* | Ru2z;Lk130; | ery kind of bird, of every kind of animal
Ac7:46
Noah and the Flood _66:9iSGez:4 I
o ) . |icew: A L
9This is the account! of Noah and his | ptygns. @3 Or My spirit will not remainin  »3 Or
famil 252 22:24; corrupt €14 The meaning of the Hebrew for
V- Job 1:1; 4:6; this word is uncertain. 915 That is, about 450
Noah was a righteous man, blameless! | 2 2435 feet lo?g' 715 feet:"de fnd “.éeet h&itz: or atbom
. . S 19023 meters long, meters wide an meters
among the people of his time,* and he })91123;17613;;1 h;isgh e16 T;glat3is about 18 inches or about 45
3 S 20 i 4
walked faithfully with God.! 1°Noah had | ;¢ 37:30; centimeters /16 The meaning of the Hebrew
three sons: Shem,™ Ham and Japheth." Jer1s:; for this clause is uncertain.
Eze 14:14,

""Now the earth was corrupt® in God’s | ;o -70. .
sight and was full of violence.P 12God saw | S Lk 1:6;
how corruptdthe earth had become, for all ;'[fé’z“;
the people on earth had corrupted their | 's Ges:22
ways. 3So God said to Noah, “I am going | &0 "tk 3:36

nS Ge 5:32
to put an end to all people, for the earth | 6:11°Dt31:29;

Jdg 2:19 PPs 7:9; 73:6; Eze 7:23; 8:17; 28:16; Mal 2:16

6:12 9Ex 32:7; Dt 4:16; 9:12,24 "Ps 14:1-3  6:13 SDt 28:63;

2Ki 8:19; Ezr 9:14; Jer 44:11 tver 17; Ge 7:4,21-23; Job 34:15;

Isa 5:6; 24:1-3; Jer 44:27; Eze 7:2-3  6:14 YHeb 11:7; 1Pe 3:20
VEx2:3 6:17 WPs 29:10 XS ver 7,S13; 2Pe 2:5 6:18YGe 9:9-
16; 17:7; 19:12; EX 6:4; 34:10, 27; Dt 29:13,14-15; Ps 25:10; 74:20;
106:45; Isa 55:3; Jer 32:40; Eze 16:60; Hag 2:5; 1Pe 3:20 2Ge 7:1,
7,13 6:192Ge 7:15 6:20 PGe 7:15
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of evil or to the amount of time that passes before the
judgment of the flood. If it is a limitation on age, this time
limit does not materialize immediately in Scripture, but we
do see a gradual reduction in lifespans in the genealogy
in chapter 11.

6:4 The identity of the Nephilim is debated. Some schol-
ars think the Nephilim may have been produced by the
extraordinary and supernatural unions between angels or
otherworldly spirts in human form (referred to as the “sons
of God”) married to human women (see the note on Gene-
sis 6:1-2). These marriages occurred before the flood and
afterward (cf. Nu 13:33), and the children of these unions
were referred to as Nephilim. Others think the Nephilim
may have been a term for human heroic warriors who were
not the offspring of the sons of God and human women.
The Nephilim would be a separate group of people living
at the same time as the marriages between angels and
women. Genesis 6:4 indicates that the Nephilim, described
as “men of renown,” were ancient heroic warriors and that
these men were present on the earth both during the days
of the unnatural marriages and afterwards (i.e. before the
flood and after). In this reading, the text demythologizes
the Nephilim by stating that they were on the earth both
when unnatural marriages were occurring and when these
marriages were not (i.e. “and also afterwards”).

6:5-8 The immediate context suggests that the events ref-
erenced in Genesis 6:1-4 lead to human depravity on an
unimaginable scale and result in God’s decision to destroy
the human race. God’s judgment is never arbitrary, and his
standard of holiness is immutable. God once looked on the
world with wonder and delight (1:31); now the sight of it
breaks his heart. God will begin a new creation with this
new Adam (meaning Noah). In Hebrew, the name “Noah”
read backwards is “grace,” and thus there is an important
wordplay that interlocks Noah’s name and God’s grace.
6:9-22 Human sin causes a deluge of universal proportions
that wipes out all humanity except Noah and his family
(6:9—9:29). Noah’s righteousness marks him as being the
savior of the world, but that righteousness is the result
of God's grace (6:8). Noah is in a right relationship with
God. The text offers further descriptions of the rampant
evil before presenting God’s instructions to Noah to build
a boat. The boat (measuring 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and
45 feet high) has three levels. God's decision to destroy the
earth is contrasted with his decision to make a covenant to
save it. God announces the covenant here in verse 18 but
will ratify it later (9:1-17). Noah is not a hero like the human
survivors in other ancient Near Eastern flood stories. He
simply obeys God.
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and of every kind° of creature that moves g:GZO ‘SGeun | creature that moves along the ground ac-
along the ground will come to you to be G:Z'il'éem, cording to its kind and every bird according
kept alive.d 21You are to take every kind of | 9,16; Ex 76 1o itskind,® everything with wings. 15Pairs
food that is to be eaten and store it away | 3 252, | Of all creatures that have the breath of life
as food for you and for them.” 932 in them came to Noah and entered the ark.¢
22Noah did everything just as God com- | {j; 25463986‘8 16The animals going in were male and fe-
manded him.¢ hk E)7:26-z7; male of every living thing, as God had com-
: «“« : eb 11:7; N s
;l"ﬁle LO;D then se:ild to Noallll, IG(; Into | 5350, m:gi:dedf Noahc.ld Theen hthilLoﬁDkShlit himin.
e ark, you and your whole fami- | 2re2:s or forty dayse® the flood kept coming
!y,f because I have found you righteous? :f:&i on the_ earth, and as f[he waters increased
in this generation. 2Take with you sev- | 7:2hvers; they lifted the ark high above the earth.
en pairs of every kind of cleanh 'animal, f:vﬁg?o - | 18The waters rose and increased greatly
a male and its mate, and one pair of ev- | 47;ptw3-20; | on the earth, and the ark floated on the
ery kind of unclean animal, a male and féeg’;"f surface of the water. 19They rose greatly
its mate, 2and also seven pairs of every | acios+s | on the earth, and all the high mountains
i i 7:3'Ge 6:20 ; f
kln'd of l_)1rd, rpale apd .female, to keep T G‘; Pt under the entire heavens were covered.
their various kinds alive' throughout the | kigj13:34; 20The waters rose and covered the moun-
earth. 4Seven days from now I will send i ae tains to a depth of more than fifteen cu-
rain/ on the earthk for forty days' and for- DtL;;S;' > bits.b 9 21Every living thing that moved
ty nights,™ and I will wipe from the face 152 17161 on land perished — birds, livestock, wild
PR 1192 .
of the earth every living creature I have mve?u,m animals, all the creatures that swarm over
made."” ‘ gzgg‘gt i the earth, and all mankind." 22Everything
5And Noah did all that the LORD com- | ;s 100: | On dry land that had the breath of life! in
manded him.° Job 37:6, its nostrils died. 23Every living thing on the
6Noah was six hundred years oldP when | 13 Mt 42 i :
the floodwaters came on ¥he earth. 7And Tses et face oflthe ?rttlh e ﬁut' peopleland
W, . 75°56e6:22 | animals and the creatures that move along
Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ | 7202222 | the ground and the birds were wiped from
wives entered the ark? to escape the wa- | 7:ssver2 the earth.i Only Noah was left, and those
ters orf the flood. 8Pairs of clean and un- | 72"25¢ 522 | with him in the ark.k
c:lean annn?IS. ofllzlrds ancz1 ofall Treatgrfes s Ge sz 24The waters flooded the earth for a hun-
that move along the ground, 9male and fe- | /e84 dred and fifty days.'
wS Ge17; :
male, came to Noah and entered the ark, | job 2s:n; But God remembered™ Noah and all
as God had commanded Noah.s 10And af- | Ps36:6; the wild animals and the livestock
42:7; Pr 8:24;
ter the seven days! the floodwaters came | ig; 5y:10; that were with him in the ark, and he sent
Eze 2619 :
0I11;£he earth: . | xGe iz awind over the eartt},” and the waters re-
In the six hundredth year of Noah’s | 7z, ceded. 2Now the springs of the deep and
life," on the seventeenth day of the second IPs 78:23; the floodgates of the heavens® had been
month'— on that day all the springs of the | ya w0’ -
great deep" burst forth, and the floodgates | 7:12YSvers; | a2 That is, about 23 feet or about 6.8 meters
of the heavens* were opened. 2And rain fell | § fop 5ass | ? 20 Or rose more than fifteen cubits, and the
on the earth forty days and forty nights.Y 7[:)13 zGesne; | mountains were covered
: 1Pe 3:20;
120n that very day Noah and his ,Sons,’z 2Pe 2:5 7:20 9Ge 8:4-5; 2Pe 3:6  7:21NS Ge 6:7,13; 2Pe 3:6
Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with his | 25 Ge 6:18 72215 Ge 1:30  7:23 1Job 14:19; 21:18; 22:11,16; P 90:5;
wife and the wives of his three sons, en- | 7% bSGe 1 | Isa 28:2; Mt 24:39; Lk 17:27; 1Pe 3:20; 2Pe 2:5 KHeb 11:7
. ) 7:15 Cver 8-9; 7:24'Ge 8:3; Job 12:15  8:1MGe 9:15; 19:29; 21:1; 30:22; Ex 2:24;
tered the ark.? 14They had with them ev- | Ge 62119 Nu 10:9; Ru 4:13; 15a 1:11,19; 2Ki 20:3; 1Ch 16:15; Ne 1:8; 5:19;
ery wild animal according to its kind, all 7316 SGe 6:22 | 13:14,22,31; Job 14:13; Ps 105:42; 106:4; Lk 1:54,72 "EX 14:21;
K . . . 7:17 €S ver 4 Jos 2:10; 3:16; Job 12:15; Ps 66:6; Isa 11:15; 44:27; Na 1:4.
livestock according to their kinds, every | 7:10ps104:6 | 8:205 Ge 7211

7:1-10 The Hebrew narrative style often features repetition
but adds significant details in the retelling: in this case,
Noah’s age when the flood occurred and his entrance into
the ark. God tells Noah and his family to enter the ark and
to take seven pairs of clean animals. This further clarifies
the original command to take two animals. The later priestly
categories of clean and unclean animals (Lev 11; Dt 14) have
ancient roots.

7:11-16 These verses specify the exact date of the flood (v. 11).
The scene is a return to the unformed chaos of Genesis 1:2
before God created light. The repetition in these verses
signals the importance of Noah and his family’s entrance
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into the ark; it creates suspense by making it seem that
God is delaying in shutting the door to the ark.

7:17-24 The narrative’s focus shifts to the flood itself, us-
ing repetition to depict a deluge. The consequences are
massive. The repetition of “all” and “every” reinforces the
comprehensive destruction; the salvation of those in the
ark is an intentional contrast.

8:1-12 In the midst of the cataclysm of judgment, God re-
members Noah and brings the flood to an end. He sends a
wind over the earth to make the waters subside, just as the
Spirit of God had hovered over the waters in Genesis 1:2.
The similarity is intentional, indicating that the post-flood
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GENESIS9:3 <0 13
closed, and the rainP had stopped falling | $:2PSGe7:4 | multiply on the earth and be fruitful and
from the sky. 3The water receded steadily | 5 s cc 1’ | increase in number on it.”
from the earth. At the end of the hundred | sGe7:20 1850 Noah came out, together with his
and fifty days9 the water had gone down, jz'r‘;?j sons and his wife and his sons’ wives.d419Al11
4and on the seventeenth day of the sev- | sguges2 | the animals and all the creatures that move
enth month' the ark came to rest on the gzzﬁfnns; along the ground and all the birds — every-
mountains$ of Ararat.! 5The waters con- | . ." " thing that moves on land — came out of the
tinued to recede until the tenth month, ljlgl;;;zg ark,%ne kind after another.
and on the first day of the tenth month | > o 20Then Noah built an altar to the LORD®
the tops of the mountains became visible. | ;'3 and, taking some of all the clean animals

6After forty days" Noah opened awindow | Lk 1224 "vernt | and clean' birds, he sacrificed burnt offer-
he had made in the ark 7and sent out ara- | % %0393 | jng59 op jt. 21The LORD smelled the pleas-
ven,'and it kept flying back and forth un- | ssz:2,4; | ing aroma" and said in his heart: “Never
til the water had dried up from the earth.% 2596386138 again will I curse the ground! because of
8Then he sent outadove*toseeif thewater | 1 /s> | humans, even though@ every inclination
hadreceded from the §urface of the ground. | eze 716 | of the human heart is evil from childhood.)
9But the dove could find nowhere to perch :25277"I\41t1;11 s | And never again will I destroy* all living
because there was water over all the sgrface on60n132 | creatures,' as I have done.
of the earth; so it returned to Noah in the | sm¥ver7
ark. He reached out his hand and took the | 57273 % el “As long as the earth endures,
dove and brought it back to himself in | sisbsce7; | Seedtime and harvest,™
the ark. 10He waited seven more days | &7¢SGer22 | cold and heat,
and again sent out the dove from the ark. | speqs >~ | summer and winter,"
"When the dove returned to him in the eve- | s:20 ¢Ge 12:7- day and night
ning, there in its beak was a freshly plucked §6‘235‘8332§09 will never cease.”®
olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the wa- | 35:7; Ex 17:15; )
ter had receded from the earth.Y 12He wait- | 24:4'sGe7:s | God’s Covenant With Noah
ed seven more days and sent the dove out ff.i;ﬁ;f;zs. Then God blessed Noah and his sons,
again, but this time it did not return to him. | 20:24; 40:20; saying to them, “Be fruitful and in-
3By the first day of the first month of te;':; 29 | crease in number and fill the earth.P 2The
Noah’s six hundred and first year,? the | jgqg:26;m:3: | f€ar and dread of you will fall on all the
water had dried up from the earth. Noah | 15a20:29; beasts of the earth, and on all the birds
then removed the covering from the ark é°zbl 5 4229:?13, in the sky, on every creature that moves
and saw that the surface of the ground was | 2s; Lev 1:9, along the ground, and on all the fish in
dry. 4By the twenty-seventh day of the sec- | 3 29; 43% the sea; they are given into your hands.®
ond month? the earth was completely dry. ;"122503215 3Everything that lives and moves about
15Then God said to Noah, 16“Come out of | is Ge3:17 will be food for you." Just as I gave you the
the ark, you and your wife and your sons ’J‘éfg; Ps5t5i | green plants, I now give you t;gvewthing.S
and their wives.? 17Bring out every kind | mt 1519; I
of living crez{ture that is with you —the 5?91:114.“ a21 Or humans, for
birds, the animals, and all the creatures 'Ge 9:11:15; 8:22 M Jos 3:15; Ps 67:6; Jer 5:24 "Ps 74:17; ZeC 14:8 °S Ge 1:14
that move along the ground — so they can | isas4:9 9:1PSGe 122 9:295Ge1:26 9:37S Ge 1:29 S Ac 10:15; Col 2:16

world is a new creation. Noah seeks to determine whether
itis safe to depart from the ark by sending out birds to see
if they will return bearing a sign of life. In Hebrew, a literary
device highlights the dove returning with an olive leaf in
its mouth. This literary device invites readers to enter the
story and see the leaf for themselves. The dove with an
olive branch in its mouth has become a symbol for peace
in Christianity.

8:13-22 Noah uncovers the ark and sees for himself that
the flood is over. The flood lasted for one solar year. Noah
does not leave the ark until God commands him to. Whereas
before the flood no one had any time for God, now the peo-
ple’s first act upon leaving the ark is to worship God. Noah
builds an altar and sacrifices some of the clean animals as
burnt offerings—offerings that were totally consumed on
the altar and represented complete dedication to God. This
act pleases God and is the foundation for a new order based
on God’s promise never to destroy the world again in such

a manner, despite human evil. The idea of God smelling a
pleasing aroma from the sacrifice is an anthropomorphism,
adescription of God in human terms. The description of the
aroma as pleasing indicates that God accepted it complete-
ly. Before the flood, God was grieved by human sin, but now
he takes delight in this offering of worship.

9:1-7 In language echoing Genesis 1, God commands Noah
and his family to multiply on the earth. But humans now
have an altered relationship with the animal creation. Do-
minion takes the form of “fear,” and humans have license
to consume animals, with the exception of blood, which
belongs only to God. But humans cannot kill other human
beings because of their status as God’s image bearers. The
account emphasizes capital punishment not because hu-
man life is cheap but because it is valuable. After the flood,
humans continue to multiply, exercise dominion, and bear
the image of God, but in a diminished form. There is now
fear, and humans must be protected from one another.
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4“But you must not eat meat that has its 9.:46‘. Lev31; | everlasting covenant! between God and all
lifeblood still in it.t5And for your lifeblood | fygs: ot e, | living creatures of every kind on the earth.”
I'will surely demand an accounting." Iwill | 2325 15:23; 17S0 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of
demand an accounting from every animal.¥ | p2%3% | the covenant™ I have established between
And from each human being, too, Iwill de- | Ac 15:0, 29 me and all life on the earth.”
3 3 9:5UGe 42:22;
mand an a.ccountlng for thelife of another s015; 1K1 2390
human being.V 2Ch 24:22; The Sons of Noah
Ps 9:12 8
6“Whoever sheds human blood, VEX 21:28-32 11( The S(I)Ins of Noah vcsliho ctim;lenout of the
by humans shall their blood be wgexgﬂ(_?,o . arkwere Shem, Ham and Japheth. (Harnwas
shed;x ‘S) o 9:294{*- 4 | the father of Canaan.)°19These were the three
for in the image of GodY >§SMGt 2§;562 sons of Noah,P and from them came the peo-
has God made mankind. s o plewho were scattered over the whole earth.d
) . | oavern; 20Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded? to
7As for you, be fruitful and increase in SGeb6:1S plant a Vineyard. 21When he drank some
?;glzel:;);?llﬂt'}?ly on the earth and in- | 1 VeS| o i v»:iine,r ge rbiecarne drunk anttll l;fay 1}11n-
. 33:8;Hos 6:7 | covered inside his tent. 22Ham, the father
[SThen God said to Noah and to his sons | 2v'8 | of Canaan, saw his father nakeds and told
with him: ®*I now establish my covenant | 5.2 «verw; | his two brothers outside. 2But Shem and
w1th1gou andwithyour descendantsafter | fe» | japheth took a garment and laid it across
you 'étllrlld with teI:,eng g‘”&g ‘I:Featt“ritha; Exize; their shoulders; then they walked in back-
was with you — the birds, the livestock and | Lev3:z; 6:18; ; )
all the wild animals, all those that came out | 77 Nu10:8 wardand covered their father's naked body.
! , Y omz9veriy; | Their faces were turned the other way so
of the a;k:/:flth yoll;l'_hevery living Criat‘,“ﬁ s on | thattheywould not see their father naked.
on e:?l; -l esta 15,11 nlllsi';mll)en;nt wit a4l Svers 24When Noah awoke from his wine and
you:¢ Never again will all life be destroyed | o151sGes | found out what his youngest son had done
by the waters of a flood; never again will EX o to him. 25he said
there be a flood to destroy the earth.4” s 32;42_’ ! ’
12And God said, “This is the sign of the | 45 DL 7:9; “Cursed! be Canaan!t
covenant® I am making between me and :’;;19;%5:8; The lowest of slaves
you and every living creature with you, a | 106:45; will he be to his brothers."”
3 .f 137 | Eze16:60 X
covenant for all generations to come:! I | j5 " 26He also said,
have set my rainbow?9 in the clouds, and it | 9:16 kver13
will be the sign of the covenant between 'GS"ef "i “Praise be to the LORD, the God of
me and the earth. “Whenever I bring 199; 12753;313 Shem!¥
clouds over the earth and the rainbow" 23151 b8 105:9- May Canaan be the slave* of Shem.
appears in the clouds, 51 will remember | 5iorsng: | ——
my covenant! between me and you and all 39:21; 61:8; @20 Or soil, was the first
o ; i | der3iziss
h‘_’lng creatures of every kind. Never again 32:40; 33:21; 9:18 NS Ge 5:32; Lk 3:36 °ver 25-27; Ge 10:6,15  9:19 PGe 5:32
will the waters become a flood to deStrOY all | Eze ;6:60; qas G(tg 1:22;10:32; 11:4,8,9  9:217Ge 19:35 9:22 SHab 2:15
ife.i16 i k i 37:26; 9:25 tGe 27:12 Uver 18; Ex 20:5; Ps 79:8; Isa 14:21; Jer 31:29; 32:18
life. Whene\{er the.ralnbow appears in S Heb13:20 VGe 25:23; 27:29, 37, 40; 37:10; 49:8; Nu 24:18; Jos 9:23
the clouds, I'will see it and remember the | g:7mSver12 | 9:26 %Ge 14:20; Ex 18:10; Ps 7:17 ¥1Ki 9:21

9:8-17 God finally ratifies the covenant with Noah, which he
announced in Genesis 6:18 and repeated in Genesis 8:21-22.
It is a covenant with all of creation. The Hebrew wording
suggests God is reestablishing a covenant that originated
at creation and had been broken, rather than establishing
acompletely new covenant. The covenant comes complete
with a sign: the rainbow. This is God’s unilateral disarma-
ment treaty. The bow is a weapon of war that God tosses
aside. The judgment of the flood is over and will never
happen again.

9:18-27 The narrative now mentions Noah’s sons and,
curiously, specifies that Ham was the father of Canaan. A
Hebrew narrative technique is to provide the audience with
a detail that later becomes significant—in this case, it alerts
readers to Ham’s later behavior. Verses 20-29 describe an
incident that explains why the narratorincluded this detail
about Canaan inverse 18. A considerable amount of time has
passed, during which Noah has become a vintner and gets
drunk. Ham sins against his father by seeing his nakedness.
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Interpreters have often pondered what act the phrase “saw
his father naked” refers to and why Noah cursed Canaan,
Ham'’s son, rather than Ham himself. The wording “saw his
father naked,” which can be translated as “to see naked-
ness,” does not suggest voyeurism but likely some type
of sexual sin. In the original Hebrew, Deuteronomy 22:30
uses a phrase similar to the one we see here to prohibit a
man from committing incest with his mother. If this is the
scenario thatisimplied in Genesis, Canaan was born through
Ham’s mother and cursed by Ham’s father. On the other
hand, this text may simply reflect a concern for modesty,
and the curse stresses the solidarity between the gener-
ations. Canaan’s curse is reflected in the later history of
the Israelite conquest of Canaan, and the depravity of the
Canaanites is traced back to their ancestor. But the curses
give way to blessing—particularly to Shem, of whom it is
said, “Praise be to the LORD, the God of Shem” (Ge 9:26).
Shem'’s blessing extends to Japheth and to the rest of the
peoples of the world.
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27May God extend Japheth’s? territory;Y
may Japheth live in the tents of
Shem,?
and may Canaan be the slave of
Japheth.”

28 After the flood Noah lived 350 years.
29Noah lived a total of 950 years, and then

he died.?
The Table of Nations

‘I This is the account® of Shem, Ham
and Japheth,¢ Noah’s sons,4 who

themselves had sons after the flood.

The Japhethites
10:2-5pp // 1Ch 1:5-7
2The sons? of Japheth:
Gomer,® Magog,f Madai, Javan,9 Tu-
bal," Meshek' and Tiras.
3The sons of Gomer:
Ashkenaz,] Riphath and Togarmah.k
4The sons of Javan:
Elishah,! Tarshish,™ the Kittites"
and the Rodanites.¢ 5(From these
the maritime peoples spread out
into their territories by their clans
within their nations, each with its
own language.)°®

9:27YGe 10:2-5
ZEph 2:13-14;
3:6

9:293S Ge 2:17
10:1°Ge 2:4
¢S Ge 5:32
dver32;1Ch 1:4
10:2 ®Eze 38:6
fEze 38:2;
39:6; Rev 20:8
9Eze 27:19
hisa 66:19;
Eze 27:13; 32:26
iEze 3911
10:31Jer 51:27
kEze 27:14;
38:6

10:4 'Eze 27:7
MPs 48:7;
72:10; Isa 2:16;
23:1,6,10,14;
60:9; 66:19;
Jer10:9;

Eze 27:12, 25;
38:13;Jnh1:3
"Nu 24:24;

Isa 23:12;

Jer 2:10;

Eze 27:6;
Da1:30
10:5°Ge 9:27
10:6 P2Ki19:9;
2Ch 12:3; 16:8;
Isa 11:11; 18:1;
20:3; 43:3;

Jer 46:9;

Eze 30:4,9;
38:5; Na 3:9;
Zep 2:12; 3:10
AEze 27:10;
38:57S Ge 9:18
10:7 51sa 43:3
tSGe2:m

q

GENESIS 10:10 << 15

The Hamites
10:6—20pp // 1Ch 1:8-16
6 The sons of Ham:
Cush,P Egypt, Putd and Canaan.”
7The sons of Cush:
Seba,® Havilah,! Sabtah, Raamah!
and Sabteka.
The sons of Raamah:
Sheba' and Dedan.¥

8Cush was the father? of Nimrod,* who
became a mighty warrior on the earth.
9He was a mightyY hunter? before the
LORD; that is why it is said, “Like Nimrod,
a mighty hunter before the LORD.” 10The
first centers of his kingdom were Babylon,?

a 27 Japheth sounds like the Hebrew for extend.
b2 Sons may mean descendants or successors or
nations; also in verses 3, 4, 6, 7, 20-23, 29 and 31.
¢4 Some manuscripts of the Masoretic Text and
Samaritan Pentateuch (see also Septuagint and

1 Chron. 1:7); most manuscripts of the Masoretic
Text Dodanites 48 Father may mean ancestor
or predecessor or founder; also in verses 13, 15, 24
and 26.

UEze 27:22 VGe 25:3; 1Ki 10:1; 2Ch 9:1; Job 1:15; 6:19; 16:11;

Ps 72:10,15; Isa 60:6; Jer 6:20; Eze 27:22; 38:13; Joel 3:8
W1Ch 1:32; Isa 21:13; Jer 25:23-24; 49:8; Eze 27:15,20; 38:13
10:8 XMic 5:6 10:9Y2Ch 14:9; 16:8; Isa 18:2 2Ge 25:27; 27:3
10:10 2Ge 11:9; 2Ch 36:17; Isa 13:1; 47:1; Jer 21:2; 25:12; 50:1
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9:28-29 The conclusion to the Noah story summarizes the
account of the flood and gives Noah’s age. His death con-
cludes an old era. No one will again reach his age (950) as the
divine judgment on human age begins to take effect (6:3).
10:1 Genesis 10 details Noah's three sons’ descendants and
their dispersion over the earth. The order of the names—
Shem, Ham, and Japheth—is always the same. Ham is
clearly identified as the youngest son (9:24), but there is
some debate over who is identified as the eldest brotherin
10:21. This map of humanity is unique in ancient literature. It
depicts the locations of 70 nations, the number signifying
completeness. While the list tracks Noah'’s descendants,
the lines are blurred between individuals and nations, and
political relations are more important than blood relations.
Generally, the list reflects the nations and their connection
to Israel. It is written from an Israelite perspective, moving
from the more distant peoples to those nearer the Israelites.
Northern nations appear first (Japheth in Asia), southern
nations come second (Ham in Africa), and the ancestors of
Israel are last (Shem in Palestine). The dispersion of nations
is not a natural consequence but a result of divine judg-
ment. Chronologically, the tower of Babel incident (11:1-9)
took place prior to the dispersion we see reflected in this
Table of Nations (10:1-32). The table is placed here in Gen-
esis 10 to stress the themes of name and glory. The tower
of Babel incident interrupts the genealogy of Shem (which
means “name” and intends to show how God will make a
great name). It shows, by contrast, how humanity wishes
to make a great name for itself through power and might.
But this is a dead end leading to dispersion. All is not lost,
however, as the genealogy of Shem continues pointing to
the fulfillment of the divine goal to make Abraham’s name
great (12:1).

10:2-5 The narrative first mentions Japheth’s descendants,
who are associated with regions found generally north of
and distant from Israel. Many of these names are linked
to Indo-European cultures and peoples. Magog may be
related to Gog and becomes linked to an anti-God symbol
(Eze 38:2), whereas Madai refers to the Medes and Javan
the Greeks. Tubal and Meshek are nearly always linked in
the Bible and are symbols of godlessness (Eze 38:2, cf. Ps
120:5). Tiras may be related to the Etruscans from Italy or
the tribes from Anatolia (Turkey). Ashkenaz is situated near
northern Mesopotamia (Jer 51:27). The list concludes with
seafaring peoples. Elishah and the Kittites are related to
Cyprus; Tarshish was related either to Asia Minor or distant
southwestern Spain (cf. Jnh 1:3); and the Rodanites were
related to the ancient Mediterranean island of Rhodes.

10:6-7 Ham'’s descendants appear next. The text offers ad-
ditional details related to Noah's curse on Canaan (9:25)
and the notorious pre-flood anti-heroes (6:4). Cush re-
fers to ancient Ethiopia, and Egypt includes both upper
(southern) and lower (northern) Egypt, while Put refers to
an area probably comprising parts of southern Eritrea and
western Yemen. Finally, Canaan is known from ancient texts
to refer to the land comprising southern Lebanon down
to the desert region (Negev) of modern Israel. The various
descendants are found within these sketched-out regions.
10:8-12 Verses 8-12 depart from the terse genealogical
style and provide crucial background information for the
story of the tower of Babel (11:1-9). From a literary point of
view, these verses both look back to the story of the flood
(6:4) and forward to the tower of Babel. Nimrod is the only
person in the entire genealogy of chapter 10 whose actions
are described. His name is from a Hebrew word meaning
“rebellion,” and this word probably defines him. Nimrod is
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16 <& GENESIS 10:11

Uruk,? Akkad and Kalneh,¢ in® Shinar.bd
From that land he went to Assyria,¢ where
he built Nineveh,f Rehoboth Ir,¢ Calah 12and
Resen, which is between Nineveh and Ca-
lah —which is the great city.

1BEgypt was the father of
the Ludites, Anamites, Lehabites,
Naphtuhites, 4Pathrusites, Kaslu-
hites (from whom the Philistines9
came) and Caphtorites.h

15Canaan' was the father of
Sidon/ his firstborn,dk and of the
Hittites,! 16Jebusites,™ Amorites,"
Girgashites,° 17Hivites,P Arkites, Si-
nites, 18Arvadites,d Zemarites and
Hamathites."

Later the Canaanites clans scattered

10:10 PEzr 4:9
¢lsa 10:9;

Am 6:2

dGe 11:2; 14:1;
Zecs:m
10:11¢Ps 83:8;
Mic 5:6
f2Ki19:36;

Isa 37:37;
Jnh1:2; 3:2,

3; 45 Na g
Zep 2:13

10:14 9Ge 21:32,
34; 2611,

8;Jos 13:2;

Jdg 3:3;

Isa 14:31;

Jer 471,

4, Am 9:7

hDt 2:23;

1Ch 112
10:151S Ge 9:18
iver19; Jos 11:8;
Jdg10:6;

Isa 23:2,4;

Jer 25:22; 27:3;
47:4; Eze 28:21;

22The sons of Shem:
Elam,? Ashur,? Arphaxad,® Lud and
Aram.¢

23The sons of Aram:
Uz,4 Hul, Gether and Meshek.f

24 Arphaxad was the father of9 Shelah,
and Shelah the father of Eber.©

25Two sons were born to Eber:
One was named Peleg,” because in
his time the earth was divided; his
brother was named Joktan.

26 Joktan was the father of
Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth,
Jerah, 27Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,

a10 Or Uruk and Akkad—all of themin ~ ©10 That
is, Babylonia €11 Or Nineveh with its city squares

19and the borders of Canaant reached from | 32:30; Joel3:4; | “ 15 Or of the Sidonians, the foremost €21 Or
Sidon! toward Gerar' as far as Gaza, ¥ and Zec9:2 Shem, the older brother of 23 See Septuagint
h dSod h Ad ’ hand “Ex 422 and 1Chron. 1:17; Hebrew Mash. 9 24 Hebrew;
then tqwal' Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah an 1'\l81'11;.'2206"2:2' Septuagint father of Cainan, and Cainan was the
Zeboyim,* as far as Lasha. 334 Ge1s:20; | fatherof 25 Peleg means division.
20These are the sons of Ham by their | 23:3,20;
s s : s 25:10; 26:34; Dt 1:4; Jos 2:10; 2Ch 8:7 °Ge 15:18-21; Dt 7:1  10:17 P Ge 34:2;
clans ar}d languages’ in their territories 27:46; 49:32; 36:2; Ex 3:8; Dt 7:1; Jdg 3:3 10:18 9Eze 27:8 "1Ch 18:3
and nations. Nu 13:29; SGe 12:6; 13:7; 50:11; Ex 13:11; Nu 13:29; 14:25; 21:3; 33:40; Dt 1:7;
Jos 1:4; Jdg 1:1 10119 TGe 11:31; 12:1; 13:12; 17:8; 24:3; 26:34; 27:46; 2811,
. 1Sa 26:6; 6,8; 31:18; 35:6; 37:1; Lev 25:38 US ver 15; Ge 49:13; Jos 19:28;
The Semites Eze 16:3 Jdg 1:31;18:28; 25a 24:6 ¥2Ch 14:13 WDt 2:23; J0s 10:47; 11:22;
10:21-31pp // Ge 11:10-27; 1Ch 1:17-27 10:16 15:47; Jdg 1:18; 6:4; 16:1,21; 1Sa 6:17; Jer 25:20; 47:1; Am 1:6;
’ ™Jdg 19:10; Zep 2:4%Ge 14:2; Dt 29:23  10:21Yver 24; Nu 24:24
21Sons were also born to Shem, whose | 1ch:s; 10:22 2Ge 14:1;Isa 1:1; 2127 Jer 25:25; 49:34; Eze 32:24; Da 812
e . Ezr9:1"Ex 3:8; | aNu 24:22,24; Eze 27:23 P Lk 3:36 Jdg 3:10; 1Ki 11:25; 19:15;
older brother was Japheth' Shem was the Nu 13:29; 20:34; 22:31; 2Ki 5:1; 8:7  10:23 4Ge 22:21; Job 1:1; Jer 25:20;
ancestor of all the sons of Eber.Y 21:13; 32:39; La421 10:24°Sver21; Lk3:35 10:27 'Eze 27:19

a mighty hunter and empire builder, so much so that his
name is proverbial. The fact that his name is associated
with God means that his activity is so notorious that even
Yahweh takes notice. In ancient Near Eastern ideology, kings
proved their mettle by demonstrating their hunting prowess
and undertaking building projects. The fact that Nimrod
begins his empire building in Babel exemplifies his defiance
of God. His kingdom building occupied not only the south of
Mesopotamia (10:10) but also the north (v. 11). Many of these
city-state empires were well known in the ancient world, and
others like Resen have not been identified. Babylon is linked
to the tower of Babel (11:1-9), which indicates that Nimrod
could have been the ruler who inspired people to engage
in this act of rebellion (as the Jewish historian Josephus
concludes). Uruk was an ancient city famous because of its
king, Gilgamesh. Akkad became the seat of an empire under
the great Sargon. Assyria, with its capital city of Nineveh,
was a famous northern center in Mesopotamia.

10:13-14 Egypt gave rise to peoples not always ethnically re-
lated. Some of them are known, but others like the Anamites
have not been identified. Some, like the Ludites, may have
originated in North Africa but emigrated to Asia Minor, where
they founded the kingdom of Lydia. The same may be true
for the Caphtorites, who became associated with Crete, and
perhaps the Philistines as well, who are found in Asia Minor and
were involved in a mass migration of Sea Peoples south and
east at the end of the Bronze Age. The Philistines eventually
landed on the coast of the promised land and organized a con-
federation of five cities; they were a constant enemy of Israel.
10:15-20 The list of Canaan’s ten descendants becomes a
prototype for lists of the peoples Israel would conquer in
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fulfillment of Noah's curse (cf. Ge 15:19-20; Dt 7:1; Jos 1-12).
Sidon was a city-empire in modern-day Lebanon. The Hit-
tites originated in southeastern Turkey but eventually end-
ed upin Lebanon and Israel. The Jebusites were the ancient
inhabitants of Jerusalem, which was also known as Jebus, a
city later conquered by David. The Amorites were known as
people living in Canaan and northern Syria, and their name
was given to them by Mesopotamians who called them
Amurru (i.e., “People from the West”). Little is known about
the Girgashites and many of the other peoples mentioned.
The peoples in Genesis 10:17-18 are associated with the
northern border of Canaan. The reference to the scattering
of the Canaanites alludes to their later conquest by the
Israelites and, as a result, leads to a description of Canaan’s
boundaries, which largely correlates with the boundaries
of Israel during its height under Solomon: Phoenicia in the
north (Sidon), down to the border of Egypt to the south
(Gaza), and as far east as the southern end of the Dead
Sea (Sodom, etc.). The reference to Sodom serves further
to tarnish the reputation of the Canaanites, as the name
becomes proverbial for sexual depravity (cf. Ge 13:13; 18-19).
10:21-31 The narrative now identifies Shem'’s descendants,
following the branch associated with Joktan (v. 25). Shem
is the father of the Semitic families, and the text distin-
guishes his line from the others in three ways. First, the text
emphasizes Shem by placing his name at the front of the
sentence in verse 21. Second, the text notes his relation to
his brother Japheth. Third, the text specifies that he is the
ancestor of Eber, who is the father of the Hebrews. Some
of the peoples or cultures listed here are unknown, like
Arphaxad, Hul, Gether, Meshek, Shelah, and perhaps Lud
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GENESIS 11:15 &0 17

280bal, Abimael, Sheba,9 290phir," ]021)22?1!“ 10, | 8So the LORD scattered them from there
Havilah and Jobab. All these were ,,S 72;12,' over all the earth,Y and they stopped build-
sons of Joktan. 1Es; lsaco:6; | ing the city. 9That is why it was called Ba-
ze 27:22 b cz__
. . . el because there the LORD confused
30 10:29
The region where they lived stretched | ;0 9:28; the language? of the whole world.® From
from Mesha toward Sephar, in the eastern | ;0.1 1ch 29:4; suag
hill country. Job 2224 there the LORD scattered¢ them over the
31These are the sons of Shem by their fgfg';gs 459; | face of the whole earth.
;1;;; :Scc)lrllsannguages, in their territories }géz ;§1;erl From Shem to Abram
’ ) 1}‘2'7295 :mo 1:10-27pp // Ge 10:21-31; 1Ch 1:17-27
32These are the clans of Noah’s sons,' | ;13 mex 14 10This is the accountd of Shem’s fami-
according to their lines of descent, with- §:|7;Je.r 439 |1yline.
in their nations. From these the nations | y;yon "
spread out over the earthl after the flood. | °Gew:o Two years after the flood, when Shem
m4PDt2s; | was 100 years old, he became the fatherd
The Tower of Babel Snoiom of Arphaxad.¢ "And after he became the
Now the whole world had one lan- | Jer5s3 father of Arphaxad, Shem lived 500 years
1 guage® and a common speech. 2As ?[ftegf;_ and had other sons and daughters.
people moved eastward,? they found a | 2217 2?When Arphaxad had lived 35 years, he
iy ; ) Est3:8; b the father of Shelah.f 3And aft
plain in Shinar®! and settled there. Ps Lo ecame the Iather ol »helah.” “And alter
3They said to each other, “Come, let’s | Jer3ri0; he l?ecame the father of Shelah, Arphax-
make bricks™ and bake them thorough- j’é’;@;i‘e 68 | ad lived 402 years and had other sons and
ly” They used brick instead of stone," and | *S Ge 919; daughters. )
tar® for mortar. 4Then they said, “Come, | >z, . 1“When Shelah had lived 30 years, he
let us build ourselves a city, with a tower SNS:ZH ’ became the father of Eber.915And after he
that reaches to the heavens,P so that we | &3S~ ————
18,20;Ps18:9; | a2 Or from the east; or in the east ~ ©2 That s
may make a nameq for ourselves; other- | 1445 : o . ’
wise we will be scattered' over the’ face of | 1:6 'S ver1 pabylonfa  ©9 That s, Babylon; Babel sounds
h 1:7vS Ge1:26 | like the Hebrew for confused. 410 Father may
the whole earth.”s wSvers mean ancestor; also in verses 11-25.
5But the LORD came down' to see the :)fez ;1192'3: €12,13 Hebrew; Septuagint (see also Luke 3:35, 36
city and the tower the people were build- | s 28':";' and note at.Gen. 10:24) 35 years, he became the
ing. 6The LORD said, “If as one people | 3319 Jerss; fathe!' of Cainan. 13Anql after he became the father
. ’ u 10 14:2,11 of Cainan, Arphaxad lived 430 years and had other
speaking the same language they have | i.:svsGeguo; | sons and daughters, and then he died. When
begun to do this, then nothing they plan 21&21{3?1 Cainan had lived 130 years, he became the father of
to do will be impossible for them. 7Come, | ;.5%/S"ce 101 | Shelah. And after he became the father of Shelah,
let us¥ go down" and confuse their lan- 2Ps 559 Cainan lived 330 years and had other sons and
guage so they will not understand each | /AZ5T | daughters
other.”* 1314 2401 11:10 95 Ge 2:4 €Lk 3:36 11:12 Lk 3:35  11:14 9Lk 3:35

(which may be linked to Asia Minor). Aram was located in
northeastern Syria, and its language became common to the
ancient Near East. Uz is associated with Job and was located
near Aram (cf. Jer 25:1). Peleg’s name means “divided,” and
it anticipates the tower of Babel incident in Genesis 11:1-9.
Genesis 11:10-26 lists his line of descent. Little is known
about the 13 peoples descended from the prolific Joktan,
but they seem to be associated with south Arabia.

10:32 The phrase “after the flood” in this chapter’s conclud-
ing verse echoes the chapter’s beginning (v. 1). The reference
to the nations spreading over the earth indicates that the
next story, the tower of Babel (11:1-9), takes place prior to
the dispersion reflected in this genealogy.

11:1-9 This passage is a significant vignette inserted in the
genealogical lists to describe the human race’s persistent
rebellion even after the flood. Nothing seems to have
changed. Here the survivors of the flood have reached the
point that they want to build a city and a tower whose
top will reach the heavens. This is, again, an attempt to
erase the boundary between humanity and God, but this
time itis not just one couple (Adam and Eve) involved; the
human community takes part. The mention of the tyrant
Nimrod and his kingdom building has prepared readers

for this rebellion (10:8-12). The ancient towers (ziggurats)
that dotted the Mesopotamian landscape provide ample
proof of humanity’s attempts to contact the divine. The
Bible says that the most famous of these places, Babylon
(whose name means “the gateway to heaven”), is actually
the gateway to confusion, for it was there that God brought
about linguistic confusion and diversity. The humans want
to make a name for themselves by building a tower that
reaches heaven. They want the tower to make contact with
heaven, but it is so tiny and deficient that God has to come
down to see it (11:5). The people attempt to build a gateway
to heaven with their bricks to communicate with the gods,
but instead God confuses their language so they cannot
even communicate with one another.

11:10-26 This genealogy concludes the last section of primal
history, and it is integrated tightly into the overall struc-
ture. It represents the second branch of Shem’s genealogy,
focusing on Peleg’s descendants rather than Joktan'’s. The
tower builders have been overreaching their human status
in order to make a name for themselves, much like the
notorious pre-flood heroes (6:4). But now God will make
a name for humanity through someone named “Name”
(which is the meaning of “Shem”). The genealogical list
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became the father of Eber, Shelah lived 403 mgl"LLIf 335 | the Chaldeans,® in the land of his birth.
years and had other sons and daughters. | ;0] Lk33}3355 29 Abram and Nahort! both married. The
TeWhen Eber had lived 34 years, he be- | 122 'fLLIk 334 | name of Abram’s wife was Sarai," and the
came the father of Peleg." 7And after he | 2emiicss, | Name of Nahor’s wife was Milkah;' she was
became the father of Peleg, Eber lived 430 2;?(? 129412 the daughter of Haran, the father of both
years and had other sons and daughters. | jsaz2; Milkah and Iskah. 30Now Sarai was child-
18When Peleg had lived 30 years, he be- | Ez¢ 23:523G less because she was not able to conceive.¥
: 1:2 2: . .
came the father of Reu.i9And after he be- | ayerzg: - | 3'Terahtook hisson Abram, his grandson
came the father of Reu, Peleg lived 209 | Ge3':53 Lot*son of Haran, and his daughter-in-lawY
Tver31; . . .
years and had other sons and daughters. |gen;s, | Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and to-
20When Reu had lived 32 years, he be- | 5812412 | gether they set out from Ur of the Chalde-
came the father of Serug. 21And after he | ey | ans?to goto Canaan.? But when they came
. o Sver 21 b
became the father of Serug, Reu lived 207 | 28 versi | to garran,c they settled there. o
years and had other sons and daughters. | job v17; 16:11; Terah*lived 205 years, and he died in
22When Serug had lived 30 years, he be- | 22323 Harran.
came the father of Nahor.k 22And after he | n:29 ¢ A
. o | The Call of Abram
became the father of Nahor, Serug lived | 3 %€ 2220, X p
23 24:10,15, 24; The LORD had said to Abram, “Go
200 years and had other sons and daugh- | 29:5 uGe 125,
ters 1611, 17215 from your country, your people and
26When Nahor had lived 29 years, he be- e e g | YOUr father’s household¢ to the land® Iwill
4 '. 8 . b f
came the father of Terah.! 25And after he ‘289‘3‘1235021‘ show you.
became the father of Terah, Nahor lived 119 | 22; Jdg 13:2; 2“T will make you into a
years and had other sons and daughters. 1?311753 gs 113:9; great nation,9
26 After Terah had lived 70 years, he be- | 1:31%Sver27 and I will bless you;"
came the father of Abram,™ Nahor" and | | & 3" I will make your name great,
Haran.° 20:12; Ru 1:6, and you will be a blessing.2!
22; 2:20;
Abram’s Family 14{};521? 419 a2 Or e seen as blessed
PR ’ . Eze 22:11;
2This is the accountP of Terah’s famlly Mic 7:6 12:19Ge 20:13; 24:4, 27, 40 ©S Ge 10:19 fGe 15:7; 26:2; Jos 24:3;
line. zSver 28 Ac7:3%; Heb 11:8  12:2 9Ge 13:16; 15:5; 17:2, 4; 18:18; 22:17; 26:
25 Ge 10:19 28:3,14; 32:12; 35:11; 41:49; 46:3; 47:27; 48:4,16,19; EX 1:7; 5:5;
Terah became the father Of Abram bsver 29; 32:13; Dt 1:10; 10:22; 13:17; 26:5; JOS 11:4; 24:3; 2Sa 17:11; 1Ki 3:8;
| Ge12:4; 27:43; | 4:20;1Ch 27:23; 2Ch 1:9; Ne 9:23; Ps 107:38; Isa 6:13; 10:22;
Nahor® and Haran. And Haran became | »s:5,10: 29:4; | 48:19; 51:2; 54:3; 60:22; Jer 33:22; Mic 4:7 " Ge 2411, 35; 25:11;
r28 i i - | 2Ki19:12; 26:3; 28:4; Ex 20:24; Nu 22:12; 23:8, 20; 24:9; Ps 67:6; 115:12;
the father Pf LO't. While h?S fa_ther Te Eze 27:23 Isa 44:3; 61:9; 65:23; Mal 3:12 | Ge 22:18; Isa 19:24; Jer 4:2;
rah was still alive, Haran died in Ur of | 1:32<Jos24:2 | Hag 2:19; Zec 8:13

parallels the pre-flood list (5:1-32) in that both feature ten
names and supply the ages of each person. Significantly,
the last member of each list has three children (5:32; 11:26).
The post-flood list contains no explicit mentions of death,
but lifespans decrease quickly, thus showing the effect of
God's decision to limit the human lifespan (6:3). At the same
time, there is a reminder in each listing of God’s blessing,
as each member has sons and daughters. In the post-flood
list, the age at which Terah (the last in the genealogy) be-
comes a father is strikingly different from all the others,
and it is twice the age of the previous oldest (Arphaxad).
The number seven (stressing completion) has been a feature
in every genealogy so far. In Cain’s genealogy, Lamech is
the seventh from Adam, and he seeks 77-fold vengeance.
At the end of Seth’s genealogy, Lamech dies at the age of
777, and Enoch, the seventh from Adam, is taken to heaven.
There are 70 nations in the Table of Nations, and at the end
of the Shemite genealogy, Terah is 70 years old when he
has Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

11:27-32 Genesis 11:27—25:11 focuses on Abraham. The short
paragraph in Genesis 11:27-32 provides important back-
ground information for the subsequent story. The death of
Abram'’s brother (Haran) and the sterility of Abram'’s wife
(Sarai) signal an important theme: the power of death. “Ur
of the Chaldeans” (v. 28) is a later designation for the ancient
city of Ur, located in Southern Mesopotamia. The Chaldean
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civilization appeared long after Abram, but the use of this
term locates Abram’s roots for a later audience. In verse 31,
Terah takes his family, leaves the southern Mesopotamian
city of Ur, and arrives in Harran, a major city in northwest-
ern Mesopotamia. The text contains no report of a divine
call provoking the departure, but apparently that is what
prompted this move (12:1; Ac 7:2).

12:1-3 Here begins Abram’s epic journey from Mesopota-
mia to the destination to which God calls him. God calls
Abram to leave his home, and Abram leaves. His obedience
to God’s call will change the world. This is the first recorded
speech from God following the story of the tower of Ba-
bel. God now intends to restore the conditions of Genesis
1-2. In chapters 1-11 there were five distinct uses of the
word “curse” (Ge 3:14,17; 4:11; 8:21; 9:25), but now in three
verses we find five uses of the word “blessing.” The word
“blessing” means “to impart life.” Through Abram, God is
going to raise to life a dead world. In Genesis 12:1-3, God
blesses Abram and his descendants; then he commissions
them to an unstoppable mission to bless all families of
the world. From one point of view, Abram'’s future jour-
ney looks like the ordinary trek of a family (11:31), but it
was nothing of the sort. It was his response to God’s call.
Abram must leave three circles of familiarity: his coun-
try, his people, and his father’s household. He is leaving
everything from his past.
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31 will bless those who bless you, . 1;(32 '362e2 2729; | they will kill me b_ut will let you live. 3Say
and whoever curses you I will curse;) | Ny'z4:0; you are my sister,) so that I will be treated
and all peoples on earth E(t; 30:7 well for your sake and my life will be spared
will be blessed through you.k”a 1815 29ns; | because of you.”
4So Abram went, as the LoRD had told ZD?SSZSF’: '712137; _1“When Abram came to Egypt, the Egyp-
him; and Lot! went with him. Abram was ':f;i? tians Sa‘:(’f;hat Sarai was a very’beal.lt%ful
seventy-five years old™ when he set out | Gal3:5* woman.* And when Pharaol’s officials
from Harran." 5He took his wife Sarai, his ‘“3;;;'569;‘;327 saw her, they praised her to th:aOh’ and
nephew Lot, all the possessions they had | wm,242rs | Sié Was taken into his palace. 1¢He treat-
accumulatedP and the peopled they had ac- | 13 s oy ed Abram well for her sake, and Abram ac-
quired in Harran, and they set out for the | Pveri6; quired sheep and cattle, male and female
land of Canaan,’ and they arrived there. | 5o o donkeyls, male and female servants, and
6Abram traveled through the lands as | aGe 4 1s3; | CAmels.

17But the LORD inflicted™ serious dis-
eases on Pharaoh and his household" be-

far as the site of the great tree of Moreh! | /ey 7.

at Shechem.! At that time the Canaanites’ 1H2e2 :usb ws | catice of Abram’s wife Sarai. 1850 Pharaoh
. . e B .
were in the land. 7The LORD appeared to0 | e 35:4; dAb “What h d
AbramV and said, “To your offspring? I will Dtriz0; surnm?(’)’?e Tam. What have you done
give this land.*"Y So he built an altar there | g 2’5, | 1o meZ”® he said. “Why didn’t you tell me
to the LORD, who had appeared to him. | “Ge 33; she was your wife?P 19Why did you say, ‘She
. 37:12;Jos17:7; | § i ’q

8From there he went on toward the hills | 5. 34n: 1s .mzr sister,’ so that I took her to be my

east of Bethel? and pitched his tent,® with | Jdg 831 wife? Now then, here is your wife. Take her
. 119; 1Ki 12:1; 7
Bethel on the west and Ai€ on the east. | e gng10s, | 21d 80!"20Then Pharaoh gave orders about
There he built an altar to the LORD and | 'S e 10:18 Abram to his men, and they sent him on his
7w Ge 171 . A .

called on the name of the LorD.d :;17 , 6:@2;‘7‘ way, with his wife and everything he had.

9Then Abram set out and continued to- f\i;ﬁ’; gx33 N 3 orearth/ will in blessi

e 22" EX3:5 T ea will use your name in vlessings
ward the Negev. 3‘3;3;;9' (see 48:20) b7 Orseed
. Heb 11:8
Abram in Egypt YGe 13:15,17; Ps 105:9-11; Jer 25:5; Eze 47:14; Ac 7:5; Ro 4:13; Gal 3:16*
12:10—20Ref // Ge 20:1-18; 26:1-11 15118 17:8; 25 Ge 8:20; 13:4  12:8 2Ge 13:3; 28:1,19; 3511, 8,15; Jos 7:2;
23:18; 247; 8:9; 15a 7:16; 1Ki 12:29; Hos 12:4; Am 3:14; 4:4 ® Ge 26:25; 33:19;

10Now there was a famine in the land,f | 26:3-4;2813; | Heb 11:9 €Jos 7:2; 12:9; Ezr 2:28; Ne 7:32; Jer 49:3 9S Ge 4:26;
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and Abram went down to Egypt to live | 3572 48:4; $8:20 12:9 ®Ge 13:1,3; 20:1; 24:62; Nu 13:17; 33:40; Dt 34:3;
. . 50:24; EX 614, | J0s10:40 12:10 fGe 41:27,57; 42:5; 43:1; 47:4,13; Ru 1:1;
there for awhile because the famine was se- | s; 13:'51, ;32:13; | 252 au; 2Ki 8:1; Ps 105:19 9Ge 41:30, 54, 56; 47:20; Ps 105:16
gn 33:1; Nu 11:12; 12:11 1S Ge 11:29 'ver 14; Ge 24:16; 26:7; 29:17; 39:6

ve're. AS h,e was a]?:])};lt to enter Egypt, he Dt 1:8; 2:31; 12:131Ge 20:2; 26:7  12:14 KSverm  12:16 'S ver 5; Ge 24:35;

said to his wife Sarai," “Iknow what abeau- | 9:5;1:9;34:4; | 26:14; 30:43; 32:5; 34:23; 47:17; Job 1:3; 31:25  12:17 2K 15%5;
i i 12 : 2Ki 25:21; Job 30:11; Isa 53:4,10 "1Ch 16:21; Ps 105:14  12:18 °Ge 20:9;

tiful woman YO'U are. . When tpe E-gyPtlans 1Ch 16:16; 26:10; 29:25; 31:26; 44:15 Plsa 43:27; 51:2; Eze 16:3

seeyou, theywill say, ‘This is his wife. Then | 2¢h 20:7; 12:19 9Ge 20:5; 26:9

12:4-5 The author speaks volumes with the words “Abram
went” (v. 4). Abram obeys God'’s call and begins a journey
that will change the world. While the Bible focuses on Abram
and Sarai, their journey does not consist of them alone but
involves about one thousand people. For example, later
Abram musters 318 trained men to battle the armies of
four kings (14:14).

12:6—-9 Abram’s first stop in the land of Canaan is Shechem;
he pauses neara landmark, the large “tree of Moreh” (v. 6).
These trees may have been considered sacred sites, for the
narrative mentions other trees at the places where Abram
settles (13:18; 14:13; 18:1). When the Israelites later conquer
the land, they gather at Shechem to affirm the covenant (Jos
8:30-35). Shechem (meaning “shoulders”) received its name
from its topography. Two mountains—Gerizim and Ebal—
create the appearance of shoulders. Abram makes two more
stops after Shechem: he stops between Bethel and Ai and
the south country; then he travels to the Negey, the desert
region of Canaan. Abram thus passes through the entire land
from north to south. At Shechem he experiences the first of
several crucial revelations from God, as God promises him
this land (which is currently occupied, Ge 12:6-7). Abram
builds an altar, laying claim to the land; his act is equivalent
to raising a flag. Abram also pitches a tent between Bethel

and Ai, an act that indicates he has a nomadic lifestyle. He
will not have a permanent settlement in Canaan. The author
of Hebrews draws on this fact to illustrate that Christians
have no permanent home in this earth (Heb 11:9-10). From
the location between Bethel and Ai, Abram reinstitutes the
lost practice of worship (cf. Ge 4:26).

12:10-20 Abram deals with an obstacle to his settling in the
land of promise: famine. Famines were a fact of life in this
region of the ancient world, and many years later Abram’s
descendant Jacob will deal with the same problem, as will
some distant descendants later on (Ru 1:1-5). Abram leaves
the land of promise for Egypt. He lies to protect himself
from danger and puts his wife in danger, and this entails a
threat to the promise that he will become a great nation.
When the Egyptian officials see Sarai’s beauty, they “praised
her to Pharaoh” (Ge 12:15). This is the first use of the verb
“praise” in the Bible. We praise things and people we love.
People see a commendable quality and talk it up. God de-
livers both Abram and Sarai; the same God who brought
them up from Ur brings them up from Egypt, anticipating
the later events in the book of Exodus. The plagues God in-
flicts on the Egyptians lead Abram and Sarai to leave Egypt.
Sometimes events in the lives of the ancestors foreshadow
events in the nation of Israel.
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20 <& GENESIS 13:1

Abram and Lot Separate Y Sess2s | 13Now the people of Sodom' were wicked
ts Ge ,,{297 and were sinning greatly against the LORD.Y

‘I So Abram went up from Egypt'to the
Negev,s with his wife and everything | 3:2S 6e12:5;

14The LORD said to Abram after Lot had
26:13; Pr10:22

he had, and Lot! went with him. 2Abram | vce 32:15; parted from him, “Look around from where
had become very wealthy! in livestock¥ f;"; 3@ ég:zz o | youare, to the north and south, to the east
and in silver and gold. XS Ge 12:8 and west.X15All the land that you see I will
3From the Negev"Y he went from place to :;f]S:ZG 12 | 8ive to you and your offspring? forever.Y
place until he came to Bethel,* to the place | =5 Ge 4:26 16] will make your offspring like the dust of
between Bethel and AiY where his tenthad | 7505527 | e earth, so that if anyone could count the
been earlier “and where he had first built 339,367 | dust, thenyour offspring could be counted.?
an altar.? There Abram called on the name 2;7NUG§OZ:§'2°’ 17Go, walk through the length and breadth
of ;‘he LORD-: . e éers 105 | of the land,? for I am giving it to you.”b
Now Lot,” who was moving about with | "¢20 1850 Abram went to live near the great
Abram, also had flocks and herds and ten.ts. 1dg 1:4 trees of Mamre¢ at Hebron,d where he
:ﬁm theland could not suppqrt them W.hlle 22:232'6' pitched his tents. There he built an altar
ey stayed together, for their possessions | 13:3hs e n:27

to the LORD.®

were so great that they were not able to stay ;221159‘3 2033
together.¢7And quarreling? arose between | gx ;. Abram Rescues Lot
Abram’s herders and Lot’s. The Canaanites® | Nu16:13; .
Lt P Ps 1331 At the time when Amraphel was
and Perizzites'were also living in the 1and9 | ;3.9 %ge 20:15; . . e .
at that time 34100 476, king of Shinar,?' Arioch king of Ella-
i . J : 9 Kki h i

8S0 Abram said to Lot," “Let’s not have | ;51 ki 7:46; f:g; Kzg%r;a(i’rrr?egﬂi(el?flgif Ifl?mei?ilgld;i
any quarreling between you and me,' or ;CGhel:ﬂ?z. s tB v k" fSod gB.w ha ki W £
between your herders and mine, for we are | .5z 30 against béra Xing ot 5odom, Birsha Xing o
close relatives. 9Is not the whole land be- | Nus2s; Gomorrah, Shinab k}ngiof Admah, Shem-
fore you? Let’s part company. If you go to | 24,23 | eber king of Zeboy;m, and the king of
the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the | Jer4834 Bela (that is, Zoar).) 3All these latter Kings
right, 'l go to the left.’k 1Gez810; | joined forces in the Valley of Siddim* (that

1010t looked around and saw that the EzGe 31:6§.9 is, the Dead Sea Valley'). 4For twelve years
whole plain' of the Jordan toward Zoar™ | ,5: 7. | ———— ,

: 23; . T )
was well watered, like the garden of the | Job39:; B’i (1)r 5?‘??"13159 inverse16  °1 Thatis,
LoRD," like the land of Egypt.® (This was | [ /on2% el
before the LORD destroyed SodomP and | 9Ge14:8; W Ge 18:20; 19:5; 20:6; 39:9; Nu 32:23; 152 12:23; 25 12:13;
Gomorrah.)a11So Lot chose for himself the | %77 D e ooy o s 32121 4576
whole plain of the Jordan and set out to- rSS 2e10:19 13:16 28 Ge 12:2; 16:10; 17:20; 21:13,18; 25:16; Nu 23:10
_ | sSGemn:27 13:17 @ver 15; Nu 13:17-25 ° S Ge 12:7; 15:7  13:18 €Ge 14:13, 24;
ward the east. The t'VVO men parted com tSver10; 18:1; 23:17,19; 25:9; 49:30; 50:13 9 Ge 23:2; 35:27; 37:14; Nu 13:22;
pany:12Abram lived in the land of Canaan," | Ge19:17,25,29 | Jos 103, 36; Jdg 1:10; 15a 3031 25a 2:1,3,11; 1Ch 11:1 €S Ge 8:20
: s 13 143 uGe 14:12 14:17S Ge 10:10 9Iver 4,9,17 'S Ge 10:22  14:21S Ge 10119

Wh.lle Lot l%ved am,ong the cities of the 13:113VGe 19:4; | IS Ge13:10  14:3 Kver 8,10 'Nu 34:3,12; Dt 3:17; Jos 3:16; 12:3;
plaint and pitched his tents near Sodom." | 1sa:10; 3:9 15:2,5; 18:19

13:1-13 This passage describes the separation that occurs
between Abram and his nephew Lot. They have both be-
come very wealthy and do not have enough space for the
two of them to settle togetherin the land. Lot’s shepherds
quarrel with Abram'’s shepherds, and Lot and Abram agree to
separate so that they will have more room for their flocks.
Abram gives Lot the first choice of the land, and Lot is at-
tracted by the sight of the plain of the Jordan. The phrase
“garden of the LORD” (v. 10) conjures up images of Eden (cf.
Isa 51:3), and the comparison to Egypt alludes to the fertile
land produced by the Nile. But the jarring reference to the
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 13:10 sounds
an ominous note. Lot’s eyes lead him, as Eve’s did when
the serpent tempted her in Eden (3:6). When Lot chooses
to live near Sodom, he effectively eliminates himself from
being Abram’s heir. The reference to the people of Sodom
in verse 13 becomes important in the larger storyline (chs.
18-19) and highlights the nature of Lot’s choice. Sodom
might be a prosperous city, but it is not a righteous one.

13:14-18 God affirms his promise to Abram for the second
time since Abram’s departure from Ur (cf. 12:7). Here he
describes the land in all its dimensions as well as Abram’s
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numerous progeny—promising that they will be as numer-
ous as the dust of the earth. When God tells Abram to walk
the length and breadth of the land, he is essentially calling
Abram to lay a legal claim to it. By building another altarin
the southern area of Hebron, Abram dedicates the land to
the Lord. The narrative further specifies that this location is
“near the great trees of Mamre” (13:18). Mamre was a local
Canaanite who probably owned the land on which these
landmark trees were situated.

14:1-12 This chapter involves Lot again and portrays him as
living in Sodom. It shows how Abram distinguishes him-
self in battle to save his nephew and his family, leading to
another blessing from God. The frequent notes specify-
ing updated place names (e.g., vv. 2,3) demonstrate that
the text bears the mark of great antiquity. It is difficult
to identify historically some of the kings from Mesopota-
mia (Shinar and Elam) and also the kings of the five cities
of the plain in the area of Canaan. Often ancient people
groups fought wars motivated by greed and power, and
the defeated party would have to pay annual tribute to the
victors. The five kings of Canaan decide to rebel against the
four Mesopotamian kings by withholding tribute. It is not
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they had been subject to Kedorlaomer,™ 1454;“55\,\'6;11 pursuing them as far as Hobah, north of
but in the thirteenth year they rebelled. o‘gz ,5;25; Damascus.” 16He recovereds all the goodst
5 n | Dt 2:11,20; 3:m, i i i
;n I:hek fourtelelr'ltg ye_a;‘l, Efedorlaomer G and brqught back his rglatlve Lot and his
;:md "; fe 1n§s ; }1{e rlerlt o1.rn Xvint ou}: %1]2; 17415 possessions, together with the women and
and defeated the Rephaites® in Ashteroth | 1ch20:4 the other people.
Karnaim, the Zuzitef in Ham, the EmitesP fﬂ?“ 17After Kbrfm returned from defeating
in Shaveh Kiriathaim 6and the Horites%in ?ﬁ?fi;’ Kedorlaomer! and the kings allied with
the hill country of Seir," as far as El Paran’ | e 3,75, him, the king of Sodom" came out to meet
near the desert. 7Then they turned back 316368 | him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the
and went to En Mishpat (that is, Kadesh),!| ,,. joc 1'1:’15}'; King’s Valley).¥
and they conquered the whole territory of | 24:4; 1Ch 4:42; 18Then Melchizedek* king of SalemY
the Amalekites," as well as the Amorites’ | 52345 z ine.2
K1tes,™ Eze 25:8; brought out bread? and wine.? He was
who were living in Hazezon Tamar." #2Amt6 | priest of God Most High, 19and he blessed
8Then the king of Sodom, the king of | \//oug: Abram,¢saying,
Gomorrah,* the king of Admah, the king | 1216;133,26; w oy
of Zeboyim? and the king of Bela (that is, | "33 Blessed be Abram by God Most High,

14:7 1Ge 16:14;

Zoar)? marched out and drew up their bat- | 20 Nu13:26; Creator of heaven and earth.

tle lines in the Valley of Siddim? against | 397,7> 20 And praise be to God Most High,’
Kedorlaomer® king of Elam, ¢ Tidal kKing of | Jos 10:41; who delivered your enemies into
Goyim, Amraphel king of Shinar and Ar- | ;3% your hand.

ioch king of Ellasar — four Kings against | “Ex17:s; Then Abram gave him a tenth of every-

five. 10Now the Valley of Siddimd was full of

Nu 13:29; 14:25;
24:20; Dt 25:17;

thing.9

tare pits, and when the kings of Sodom and | Jdg 3:13; 6:3; 21The king of Sodom" said to Abram

: 10:12; 12:15; 4

Gomorrah' fled, some of the men fell into | ¢, sz | “Give me the people and keep the goods!
them and the rest fled to the hills.9 "The Zsr?s; Bat | o yourselt.”

. . Ch 4:43; ° .

four kings seized all the goods" of Sodom | p/7> 22But Abram said to the king of Sodom,

and Gomorrah and all their food; then they | YNu13:29; “With raised hand* I have sworn an oath to

went away. 12They also carried off Abram’s

Dt 1:4; Jos 2:10;
13:4 W2Ch 20:2;

the LORD, God Most High,! Creator of heav-

nephfevy Lo't and his possessions, since he f:es 48:28 en and earth,™ 23that I will accept nothing
was living in Sodom. XS Ge 13:10
13A man who had escaped came and re- Dt29:23; a13 Or a relative; or an ally
ported this to Abram the Hebrew. Now ZS"Z:'BHO
Abram was living near the great trees of | as ver3 43:32; EX 3:18; 152 4:6; 14:1 Kver 24; S Ge 1318 'Nu 13:23; 32:9;
k B a _ | 14:95Sver1 Dt 1:24  14:14 Mver12 "Dt 4:9; Pr 22:6 °S Ge 12:5 P Dt 34:1;
Mamre* the Amorite, a brother? of Esh €S Ge10:22 Jdg18:29; 1Ki 15:20  14:15 9Jdg 7:16 " Ge 15:2; 2Sa 8:5;

kol' and Aner, all of whom were allied
with Abram. “When Abram heard that

14:10 9S ver 3
eGe n:3 fver1z,

1Ki 20:34; 2Ki 16:9; Isa 7:8; 8:4; 10:9; 17:1; Jer 49:23,27;
Eze 27:18; Am 1:3-5  14:16 515a 30:8,18 tS ver 11

R . R 219Ge 19:17, 1417 YS ver1VSver10 W2Sa18:18  14:18 XPs 110:4; Heb 5:6;
his relative™ had been taken captive, he | 30;Jos2:16; | 7:17,21YPs 76:2; Heb 7:2 2S Ge 3:19 2Jdg 9:13; 19:19; Est 1:10;
Ps 11:1 Ps 104:15; Pr 31:6; Ecc 10:19; SS 1:2 Pver 22; Ps 7:8,17; Da 7:27

called out the 318 trained" men born in his
household® and went in pursuit as far as
Dan.P15During the night Abram divided his
mend to attack them and he routed them,

long before the four Mesopotamian kings invade, seeking
to punish the rebels. They largely attack the outskirts of
Canaan, the eastern side of the Jordan River and the Dead
Sea, before turning to the south. There, in the valley of
Siddim—an area featuring salt pits—the five kings of the
plain meet the four Mesopotamian kings in battle. The four
Mesopotamian kings capture Sodom, and with it Lot. This
then brings Abram into the picture.

14:13-17 “Abram the Hebrew” (v. 13) hears about Lot’s capture
and, with some Canaanite allies, rallies to save his neph-
ew. This is the first reference to Abram’s ethnic identity
(cf. 39:14; 41:12). Abram musters 318 trained men—a detail
thatindicates the size of Abram’s entourage. This is a small
group compared to the armies of the Mesopotamian kings
(cf. Jdg 7:1-7). Abram nevertheless overtakes the armies as
they are leaving Canaan.

14:18-20 The king of Sodom is going to offer Abram the re-
wards due to a conqueror, but a mysterious figure’s sudden
intervention provides Abram with a far greater blessing.

14:11 hver 16,21
14:121S Ge 11:27
14:131Ge 37:28;
39:14,17;

40:15; 41:12;

14:19 Heb 7:6 dver 18 ever 22; S Ge 1:1; 24:3; Jos 2:11; Ps 148:5;
Mt11:25 14:20 fS Ge 9:26; S 24:27 9Ge 28:22; Dt 14:22; 26:12;
Lk 18:12; Heb 7:4 14:21"Sver10iSvern 14:221S ver1o
KEx 6:8; Nu 14:30; Dt 32:40; Ne 9:15; Eze 20:5; Da 12:7;

Rev 10:5-6 'S ver 18 ™S ver 19

This king, Melchizedek (meaning “king of righteousness”),
emerges from Salem (“peace”), which is probably an alter-
native name for nearby Jerusalem (Ps 76:2). The king is also
a priest of the “God Most High” (Ge 14:18). This rare title for
God describes his unique exalted status: he is high above
all. It is a title of transcendence. Melchizedek recognizes
this God as the “Creator of heaven and earth” (v. 19), which
harks back to Genesis 1:1and 12:3 and is a reminder that
Abram will someday be a blessing not only to Sodom but
to the entire earth. As God blessed the first human couple
and Noah (Ge 1:26-28; 9:1), so now Melchizedek blesses
Abram after Abram risked his life to save others. Recog-
nizing the majesty of this king, Abram offers to him the
first tithe recorded in the Bible. Psalm 110 alludes to this
story of blessing, and Hebrews 5-7 reflects extensively on a
future priest-king who is even greater than Melchizedek—
the Lord Jesus Christ.

14:21-24 The king of Sodom wants to negotiate with Abram:
the king of Sodom would take the persons while Abram
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belonging to you," not even a thread or the
strap of a sandal, so that you will never be
able to say, ‘I made Abram rich.’ 24I will ac-
cept nothing but what my men have eaten
and the share that belongs to the men who
went with me — to Aner, Eshkol and Mam-
re.° Let them have their share.”

The LorD’s Covenant With Abram

'I After this, the word of the LORD came
to AbramP in a vision:

“Do not be afraid,” Abram.
I am your shield,2s
your very great reward.bt”

2But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD," what
can you give me since I remain childless¥
and the one who will inherit¢ my estate is
Eliezer of Damascus?%” 3And Abram said,
“You have given me no children; so a ser-
vant* in my householdY will be my heir.”

14:23 152 15:3,
19; 2Ki 5:16;
Est 8:11; 9:10,15
14:24

°S Ge 13:18
15:1P1Sa 15:10;
2Sa 7:4;

1Ki 6:11; 12:22;
Jer1:13;

Eze 3:16;
Da10:1

aGe 46:2;

Nu 12:6;

24:4; Ru 1:20;
Job 33:15

rGe 21:17;
26:24; 46:3;
Ex14:13;
20:20;

2Ki 6:16;

2Ch 20:15,

17; Ps 27:1;

Isa 7:4; 41210,
13-14; 4321, 5;
Jer1:8; Hag 2:5
Dt 33:29;

2S5a 22:3,31;
Ps 3:3; 5:12;
18:2; 28:7;
33:20; 84:11;
N9:114; 144:2;

10 Abram brought all these to him, cut
them in two and arranged the halves op-
posite each other;™ the birds, however, he
did not cut in half." "Then birds of prey
came down on the carcasses,® but Abram
drove them away.

12As the sun was setting, Abram fell into
a deep sleep,P and a thick and dreadful
darkness came over him. 3Then the LORD
said to him, “Know for certain that for four
hundred years? your descendants will be
strangers in a country not their own and
that they will be enslaved' and mistreated
there. 1“But I will punish the nation they
serve as slaves, and afterward they will
come out® with great possessions.t 15You,
however, will go to your ancestors" in peace
and be buried at a good old age." 16In the
fourth generation" your descendants will
come back here,* for the sin of the Amo-
ritesY has not yet reached its full measure.”

4Then the word of the LORD came to him: | Pr2:7; 30:5
“This man will not be your heir, but a son | .*$82% "7When the sun had set and darkness
) 4 N 37:25; 58:1; i i i -
who is your own flesh and blood will be | isa3:10 F‘ad faller:, a smoking firepot with a blaz
your heir.” SHe took him outside and said, | 152 "ver ing torch? appeared and passed between
4 ° Isa 49:22; i a18
Look up at the sky and count the stars? — | Jer 44:26; the pieces.? 180n that day the Lorp made
1fi i 1 Eze 5:11; -
if 129ee<31‘;fougaﬁ count tftflem: TI;e;l r,l,i said 16:48 VAC 735 a1 Orsovereign Y1 Or shield; / your reward will
to him, “So shall your ofispring® be. vs GxeG W15 | bevery great €2 The meaning of the Hebrew
6Abram believed the LORD, and he cred- 13?,5 Geezész for this phrase is uncertain. 45 Or seed
ited it to him as righteousness.¢ 15:4 2Gal 4:28
7He also said to him, “I am the LORD, who ‘3?)_55 a;gg 13“87 Heb 11:8 €S Ge 11:28; Ac 7:4 TS Ge 13:17; 17:8; 28:4; 35:12; 48:4;
d e 5, PS 8:3; Ex 6:8; Dt 9:5 15:8 9S ver 2 "Lk 1:18 1Dt 12:20; 19:8
bFOUght you out® of Ur of the Chal_deans‘ t,? 147:4; Jer 33:22 | 15:9 iNu 19:2; Dt 21:3; Hos 4:16; Am 41 152 1:24 (Lev 1:14; 57,
give you this land to take possession of it.”f SSJ Ge12:2; 1;12:8 15:10 Mver17; Jer 34:18 "Lev 1:17; 5:8  15:11 © Dt 28:26;
8 . « : g er 30*319; Jer7:33 15:12PS Ge 2:21 1513 Aver 16; Ex 12:40; Nu 20:15;
But Abram Shald’ SoYerelgn LORD, Ro 4:18%; Ac 7:6,17; Gal 3:17 "EX 1:11; 3:7; 5:6,10-14,18; 6:5; Dt 5:15; Job 3:18
how can I know" that I will gain posses- | Heb 12 15:14 SGe 50:24; Ex 3:8; 6:6-8; 12:25; Nu 10:29; Jos 1:2; AC 7:7*
sion of it?”i 15:6 “PS106:31; | tEx12:32-38  15:15 U Ge 47:30; 49:29; Dt 31:16; 25a 7:12; 1Ki 1:21;
° . . P R0*4:3*. 20'* Ps 49:19 ¥ Ge 25:8; 35:29; Ex 23:26; Dt 34:7; Jos 14:11; Jdg 8:32;
9S0 the LORD said to him, “Bring me a | 24% Gal 3:6*; | 1Ch 29:28; Job 5:26; 21:23; 42:17; Ps 91:16; Pr 3:16; 9:11; Isa 65:20
. i Jas 2:23* 15:16 WS ver 13; EX 12:40 X Ge 28:15; 46:4; 48:21; 50:24; Ex 3:8,17
helfker' a goa}t and a ram, each threg yearli 15:7 4Ge 12:1; YLev 18:28; Jos 13:4; Jdg 10:11; 1Ki 21:26; 2Ki 16:3; 21:11; Eze 16:3
old,kalong with a dove and a young pigeon."” | Ex20:2; Ac7:3; | 15:172Jdg 7:16, 20; 15:4, 535 ver 10

took the goods. But Abram responds by appealing to his
dependence on the God of heaven and earth. The king of
Sodom will not be the reason Abram is wealthy (v. 23). Abram
takes nothing of the spoils except food for the people who
came with him.

15:1-6 In this chapter, we see for the first time dialogue be-
tween the Lord and Abram. The childless Abram is fearful
about his future. He thinks that his servant, Eliezer of Damas-
cus, will have to be his surrogate heir (a practice common in
the ancient world), but God reassures him that he will in fact
have his own children—as many as the stars. Abram believes
God’s word, throwing himself upon God’s promises. As a re-
sult of Abram’s faith, God declares him righteous. Long before
the Law of Moses, Abram is righteous before God (Ro 4:1-3).
15:7-17 Now that the question of an heir has been dealt
with, the question of land is paramount in Abram’s mind. To
quell Abram’s fear about inheriting land, and also because
Abram is now righteous, God makes a covenant with him
according to the custom of the day. The parties of the
covenant walk between the cut halves of animal carcasses
and pledge fealty to each other on graphic pain of death
(cf. Jer 34:8-22). The carcasses were vivid reminders of
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what would happen if a party were to violate the oath. As
Adam entered a deep sleep before entering the covenant
of marriage, Abram enters a deep sleep as well when he
hears God’s message of blessing. Though his descendants
will leave the promised land and enter bondage, they will
later be liberated. The promise is delayed because of divine
patience. God is giving the Amorites, who were a Canaan-
ite people, additional time before their sin escalates and
brings judgment. His patience with sin is intended to bring
about repentance (Ro 2:4). The fact that Abram sees a blaz-
ing torch passing between the carcasses suggests that God
is unconditionally making this covenant. By this action,
God is effectively calling a curse upon himself were he to
break the covenant, which is an impossibility. Later in the
biblical story, the divine fire will reappear to announce the
dawning of deliverance for the captive Israelites (Ex 3:1-3).
15:18-21 These verses summarize the chapter. God has
made a covenant with his righteous servant. The expression
“made a covenant” (v. 18) can also be worded “cut a cov-
enant,” and it probably derives from the previous ritual of
cutting in half animal carcasses. The terminology indicates
that God is instituting a new relationship. The promised land
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a covenant with Abram® and said, “To 15:1?;66@; 17:2, 1The angel of the LorDY also said to
your descendants I give this land,¢ from ;’Z,'o,’(27;"" her:
the Wadi? of Egyptd to the great river, the | 1Ch16116; «
. Ps 105:9 You are now pregnant
Euphrates¢ — 19the land of the Kenites, | 5 goroy and you wil?gise birth t0 2 son.¢
Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20Hittites,9 Periz- | ¢Nu34:s; You shall him' Ish |.bg .
zites," Rephaites,i 21 Amorites, Canaanites, | 1°°15% ou sha® name Alm’ SAmae.,
Giraashites and Jebusites”i | s for the LORD has heard of your
¢ ’ 2Ch 7:.8;' misery.“

Isa 27:12; 12 i i i .

Hagar and Ishmael f:m:s; He Wﬂl bea “{lld donkgy of a man;
Now Sarai,k Abram’s wife, had borne | 46:% 2 417, hlsdhand will behagacllnst everyone
. - ’ Eze 30:2; and everyone’s hand against

16 him no children.! But she had an | 4719 Y &

. him
. . €S Ge 2:14 4
Egyptian slave™ named Hagar;" 2s0 she | .2 50" | 214 he will live in hostility
said to Abram, “The LORD has kept me | Jdg16; towarde all his brothers.J”

. : 0 : 4, 17; 5:24;
from having children.® Go, sleep with | cho00

my slave; perhaps I can build a family | 30:29; 1¢h 2:55 13She gave this name to the LORD who

through her.”P ;55:26‘210_15_ spoke to her: “You are the God who sees

Abram agreed to what Sarai said.3So af- | spt7a | me,” for she said, “I have now seen the
ter Abram had been living in Canaandten || i One who sees me.”'%4That is why the well™
years," Sarai his wife took her Egyptian |21 was called Beer Lahai Roi¢;"it is still there,

slave Hagar and gave her to her husband ’Ji f‘;]g‘fﬂ between Kadesh® and Bered.

to be his wife. #He slept with Hagar,s and | e g:8 15S0 HagarP bore Abram a son,q and
she conceived. ;g:é ksGen:29 | Abram gave the name Ishmael' to the son
1:30; . .
When she knew she was pregnant, she | k13 | She had borne. 16Abram was eighty-six
began to despise her mistress.! 5Then Sa- | Q42425 | years old* when Hagar bore him Ishmael.
mGe 21:9;

rai said to Abram, “You are responsible for | »,:6; 20:24, . .
the wrong I am suffering. I put my slave in | 293133 4618 | The Covenant of Circumcision

.| "ver3-4,8,15; ; ;
your arms, and now that she knows she is G\ée;i:; 25:;52 'I When Abram was nlnety-mr'le years
pregnant, she despises me. May the LORD | 16:2 °Ge 29:31; old,t the LORD appeared to him" and

judge between you and me.”! 30:276e 0% | said, “I am God Almighty/;” walk before
6“Your slave is in your hands,"” Abram | 16:3 qS‘ Ge12:;s | INe faithfully and be blameless.Y 2Then I
'S Ge 12:4

said. “Do with her whatever you think best.” | ¢, ss vers
Then Sarai mistreated" Hagar; so she fled | tGe30::;

from her. :Zf‘s“fGe sy | 18 Orriver b 11 Ishmael means God hears.
: :53; . d
7The angel of the LorD* found Hagar | Exs:s; “12 Orlivetotheeast/of 13 Ot seen the back
S h . h Jdg n:27; of €14 Beer Lahai Roi means well of the Living
near a spring’ in the desert; it was the 15a 2412, One who sees me.  f1 Hebrew El-Shaddai

spring that is beside the road to Shur.Z | 15 26:10,23;

8 s 1« a . Ps 50:6; 75:7
And he said, “Hagar,? slave of Sarai, where 16:6VJ0s 9:25 | Zec 1:11; S Ac 5:19 Yver 14; Ge 21:19 ZGe 20:1; 25:18; Ex 15:22;
have you come from, and where are you | ¥Ge3t:50 15a15:7; 27:8 16:8 25 ver10S Ge 3:9
going7"b 16:7 Xver 11; 16:10 €S Ge 13:16  16:119S ver 7; S Ac 5:19 S Ge 3:15 fGe 12:2-
. * . . Ge 21:17; 22:1, 3; 18:19; Ne 9:7; Isa 44:1; Am 3:2; Mt 1:21; Lk 1:13,31 9 Ge 17:19;
I'm running away from my mistress Sa- | 15; 24:7,40; 21:3; 37:25,28; 3911; Jdg 8:24 " Ge 29:32; 31:42; Ex 2:24; 3:7,9;
i 31:11; 48:16; 4:31; Nu 20:16; Dt 26:7; 152 9:16  16:12 1 Job 6:5; 11:12; 24:5;
rai, she answered. P Ex 3:2; 14:19; 39:5; Ps 104:11; Jer 2:24; Hos 8:9 1 Ge 25:18  16:13 ¥Ps 139:1-12
9Then the angel of the LORD told her, “Go | 23:20,23; 1Ge 32:30; 33:10; Ex 24:10; 33:20,23; Nu 12:8; Jdg 6:22; 13:22;
H H » | 32134, 33:2; Isa 6:5 16:14 MSver7 "Ge 24:62; 25:11°S Ge 14:7
back to your mistress and submit to her. Nu 22:22; 16:15 PS ver 19Ge 21:9; Gal 4:22 "Ge 17:18; 25:12; 28:9

10The angel added, “Iwill increase your de- | Jdg 2:1; 6:11; | 16:16 55 Ge12:4  17:11S Ge 12:4 US Ge 12:7 ¥ Ge 28:3; 35:11;

3 _ | 13:3; 252 24:16; | 43:14; 48:3; 49:25; EX 6:3; Ru 1:20; Job 5:17; 6:4,14; 22:21; 33:19;
scendants so muc,t,l that theyw1ll be too nu 1Ki 19:5; 2Ki 1:3; | 36:16; Isa 13:6; Joel 1:15; Mic 6:9 WS Ge 5:22; 20:5; Dt 18:13;
merous to count.”c 19:35; Ps 34:7; | 1Ki 3:6; 9:4; Job 1:1; Ps 15:2; 18:23; 78:72; 101:2

currently belongs to various Canaanite peoples, butin due ticularly for the marginalized. This is the first appearance of
time Abraham'’s descendants will inherit it. the “angel of the LORD,” a special angel who represents God
16:1-6 This chapter focuses on the delay of the promise. This  in a distinct way. This text emphasizes this angel by record-
time it is not Abram who doubts the promise but Sarai. Ten  ing three separate speeches he gives (vv. 9,10,11). Naming
years have passed since God made the promise, and Sarai  is a feature of the narrative. God’s naming of Hagar’s son
believes she can fulfill it by using a surrogate—her slave  stresses God’s compassion, as her future son will be named
Hagar. Employing a surrogate was an accepted practice in ~ “God hears” (Ishmael). Hagar names God “the God who sees
the ancient Near East. Abram has sexual relations with Hagar,  me,” which results in the location being named Beer Lahai
and when she becomes pregnant, Hagar looks down on Sarai. ~ Roi. This site was located about 40 miles south of Hebron,
This, too, was a common occurrence in the ancient world.  which is where Hagar had been living with Sarai. This is the
Sarai mistreats her slave and drives heraway into the desert.  only example of a person naming God in the Bible.

16:7-16 An angel appears to this fugitive slave in her dire  17:1-8 The episode recorded in this chapter is crucial to
circumstances, a clear indication of God’s compassion, par- ~ Abraham’s story because it uses the word “covenant” 13
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will make my covenant between me and e - circumcised* in the flesh, will be cut off
you* and will greatly increase your num- | s55:1648 | from his people;Y he has broken my cov-
bers.”Y YS Ge12:2 enant.?”
32 ) : “« :
3Abram fell facedown,? and God said | ce sz o0 15God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai?
to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant ilsliz];‘.g;qsﬂ; your wife, you are no longer to call her Sa-
with you:2 You will be the father of many | jossu;76; | fai; hername will be Sarah.> 16l will bless her
nations.b 5No longer will you be called JEdg 131§0; and will surely give you a son by her.c I will
. ze 1:28; 3:23 .
Abram®; your name will be Abraham,?¢ | 17:435 Ge 1518 b}ess her‘ so that shewill bg the mother of na-
for I have made you a father of many na- | 2" tions; kings of peoples will come from her.”
. N . . S Ge 12:2; 25:23 1 .e f
tions.d 61 will make you very fruitful;e Iwill | 17:s cver1s; 7Abraham fell facedown;* he laughed
make nations of you, and kings will come Ge 32:28; and said to himself, “Will a son be bornto a
. T 35:10; 3733, 29 Wi

from you.! 71 will establish my covenant9 | ; 43:6; 462 nggla:ihunﬁlred yeafrs old? gyﬁlsilrglkt]))ear
as an everlasting covenant" between me | Ji oo, ECH: ?;tt € égg (')'I?H:Styf hm I;i i rﬁ;
and you and your descendants after you | 1ch13; lise usrilder oou(:' b’lessi(;l ?,’,i shmael’ mig
for the generations to come, to be your | 5 7g:: b your blessing: .

; -l Then God said, “Yes, but your wife Sar-
God' and the God of your descendants af- | SJnu42 . k .
tervou.l 8The whole land of Canaan kwhere dRo 4:17* ah will bear you a son,* and you will call

012, no;ﬂ reside as a foreigner,! Iwi1,1 ive as 1272?; 2212;8 | him Isaac.<! I will establish my covenant
y lasti €18 ¢ ’ "(;1 28335 | with him™ as an everlasting covenant”
Zn everdas 1ngfpossess'1n(1) n g}/ogﬁlg Y;l) ur 2‘,85: l‘gg for his descendants after him. 20And as

escelt antsafteryou;™ and I'willbe their | ©% 5322 | £51 shmael, I have heard you: I will sure-
Gogd. . " ?;7621'8:’?;‘6 ly bless him; I will make him fruitful and
Then God said to Abraharon, Asforyou, | 5550 | will greatly increase his numbers.© He will
youmust keep my covenant,® youand your tsa svz; Wiue. | be the father of twelve rulers,? and I will
descendants af.tel': you for the generations | (/. ."™ | make him into a great nation.d 21But my
to come.P 10This is my covenant with you Leva615 | covenant' Iwill establish with Isaac, whom
and your descendants after you, the cov- | ;3 % | Sarah will bear to yous by this time next
enant you are to keep: Every male among | iex 6:7; 20:2;
you shall be circumcised.d "You are to | 5545 s Abramm lted father. b5 Abrah
. I e . V14440, ram means exalted father. raham
updergo circumcision,” and it will be the 128523 22263312 probably means father of many. <19 Isaac
sign of the covengnts betweenme andyou. | ,2'Nu1sr | means he laughs.
12For the generations to come! every male | Dt 4:20§ 7:6,21; o ; R . .
. . 29:13; 25a 7:24; | 17:9 °Ge 22:18; Ex 19:5; Dt 5:2 PGe 18:19  17:10 Aver 23; Ge 21:4;
among you who is eight days old must be | j¢;7.o: Lev 12:3; J0s 5:2,5,7; Jn 7:22; AC 7:8; RO 411 17:11 TEX 12:48;
circumcised," including those born in your Revzry Dt10:16 5S Ge 9:12; Ro 411 17:12 1S Ge 9:12 UGe 21:4; Lev 12:3;
. 09:8; Jos5:2; SLk1:59  17:13 VEX 12:44,48 WS Ge 9:16
household or bought with money from a | g;3:16 17:14 *ver 23 VEX 4:24-26; 12:15,19; 30:33; Lev 7:20, 25; 17:4;
foreigner— those who are not your off- I1(758G 18:;9; 19:8; 20:17; Nu 9:13; 15:30; 19:13; Dt17:12;Jhos 5:2-8;
. . e 10:19 Job 38:15; Ps 37:28 ZEze 44:7 17:152S Ge 11:29 °Sver 5
spring. 3Whether born in your household | 1ge 23:4; 17:16 €S ver 6; S Isa 29:22 45 ver 4; Ge 24:60; Gal 4:31
or bought with your money, they must be | 28:4; 35:27; 17:17 €S ver 3 fGe 18:12; 21:6 9S Ge 12:4 " Ge 18:11,13; 21:7; 2431,

. . v - 37:1; EX 6:4; 36; Jer 20:15; Lk 1:18; Ro 4:19; Gal 4:23; Heb 11:11
circumcised. My covenant in your flesh | ich29:15 17:18 1S ?e 16:151Ge 21:1 17:19 KS ver 6, 21; Ge 18:14; 21:2;

i i w14 ms Ge 12:7; 152 1:20 'S Ge 16:11; Mt 1:21; Lk 1:13, 31 ™ Ge 26:3; 50:24; Ex 13:11;
is to be an everlasting covenant.” 14 Any | (o 8 e | R e ot 1055 Go G P G 2ttt
uncircumcised male, who has not been | jer3i1 9Ge 25:18; 48119 17:21 TEX 3410 5S ver 19

times; Abram and Sarai also receive new names in this
chapter. A new name means a new destiny. God confirms
the covenant and adds a covenant sign—circumcision.
Thirteen years have elapsed since chapter 16, and there
has still been no sign of an heir. “God Almighty” calls Abram
to faithfulness. This name for God is the characteristic one
for the patriarchs (Ex 6:3) and stresses his omnipotence.
This entire episode emphasizes God’s supernatural power
to multiply descendants abundantly. Abram is to live every
step of his whole life before God. This is not in contrast to
Abram’s faith in Genesis 15:6; there is no incompatibility
between faith and works. True faith leads to faithfulness.
To ratify the covenant, God gives Abram (“exalted father”)
a new name: Abraham (“father of a multitude”). His ex-
panded name means expanded progeny. Abraham will not
just father one nation but many. Moreover, Abraham will
be the father of a royal line: the Davidic dynasty. God’s
ultimate aim is to be the God of Abraham and the patri-
arch’s descendants.

17:9-14 These verses introduce the covenant sign: circum-
cision, the practice of removing the prepuce or foreskin
from the male genital organ. Circumcision was a well-known
practice in the ancient world, often used to mark a boy’s
transition from childhood to manhood. The Israelites are
unique in their practicing circumcision on an eight-day-old
infant. It is hardly coincidental that Abram and Sarai are to
be the parents of a multitude, and that God gives them the
cutting away of a part of the male sexual organ as a sign.
Itis a sign that God'’s promise of children will happen as a
result of a transformation of human effort—effort inspired
by faith in the promise (15:6).

17:15-22 God now changes Sarai’s name (perhaps meaning
“my princess”) to Sarah (“princess”) to indicate her role as
a mother of many nations and a royal dynasty. The sheer
outlandishness of the promise leads Abraham to burst out
in laughter. It seems ludicrous to him that a one-hundred-
year-old man and a ninety-year-old woman could bear a
child. God names the child Isaac (“laughter”) as a reminder

14/01/2021

11.52



GENESIS 18:16 <& 25

GRACEANDTRUTH_NVLindb 25

year.”t 22When he had finished speaking :7221 ‘Ge1810, | servant, who hurried to prepare it. 8He then
with Abraham, God went up from him.! 1;’:22 brought some curds" and milk® and the calf
230n that very day Abraham took his son | !Ge s that had been prepared, and set these be-
Ishmael and all those born in his house- | 210vs co:s | fore them.P While they ate, he stood near
hold' or bought with his money, every male 1“'7§z\2er 10,514 | them under a tree.
in his household, and circumcised them, as | x5 ge 12:4 9“Where is your wife Sarah?”9 they asked
God told him." 24Abraham was ninety-nine | ko4 | him.
years old*when he was circumcised, 25and | ;)5 scergn | “There, in the tent,” he said.
his son Ishmael?was thirteen; 26 Abraham 1AS:1 °s Ge127; 10Then one of them said, “Iwill surely re-
and his son Ishmael were both circumcised céé':,;ns turn to you about this time next year,*and
on that very day. 27And every male in Abra- | 9Ge19:1; 23110, | Sarah your wife will have a son.”
ham’s household?, including those born in | ;. x, Now Sarah was listening at the entrance
his household or bought from a foreigner, | Ps 69:12; to the tent, which was behind him. "Abra-
was circumcised with him. i ,ue; | ham and Sarah were already very old,"
fver16,22; and Sarah was past the age of childbear-
The Three Visitors ?i;‘?.ﬁ‘il‘?sng; ing.V12So Sarah laughed" to herself as she
The LORD appeared to Abrahamb? | Jdgiz:6-1; thought, “After  am worn out and my lord*
1 near the greal'zl'zrees of Mamre¢while | fi5s 2o % | s Oltf, will I now have this pleasure?”
he was sitting at the entrance to his tentd | 95Ge17:3; 3Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why
g ; . )
in the heat of the day. 2Abraham looked | 337, ., | did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have
upe and saw three menf standing near- | 39:4;Ru2:2, | @ child, now that I am old?"Y 4Is anything
by. When he saw them, he hurried from E‘;’tgf]fa 18| too hard for the LORD?? I will return to you
the entrance of his tent to meet them and | 'Ge32:4,8, | at the appointed time next year,? and Sar-
bowed low to the ground.? 20,35 o | ahwillhaveason.”?
3He said, “If I have found favor in your by on 15Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said,
eyes,h my lord,? do not pass your servanti | 24919:2% “Idid notlaugh.”
b 25a11:8; e . ”
by. “Let alittle water be brought, and then | Stk But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.
you may all wash your feetl and rest un- | |52 /493%
der this tree. SLet me get you something | 18:6'Ge1o:3; Abraham Pleads for Sodom
to eat,k so you can be refreshed and then | 52"* 16When the men® got up to leave, they
g0 on your way — now that you have come | msazsz2; | l00ked down toward Sodom, and Abra-
to your servant.” ?é‘;l??.ia s ham walked along with them to see them
“Verywell,” they answered, “do as you say.” 2 °deng 4:;?;
650 Abraham hurried into the tent to %905 Gexo | 93 Oreyes,Lord b6 Thatis, probably about
Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three seahs? | rGe 24:67; 36 pounds or about 16 kilograms
of the finest flour and knead it and bake | 11
some bread.”! $S Ge 17:21; 18:114S Ge 17:17; Lk 1:18 VS Ge 11:30; RO 4:19; Heb 11:11-12
_ | 21:2; 2Ki 4216 18:12 VS Ge 17:17 X1Pe 3:6  18:13YS Ge 17:17
7Then. he ran to the herd and S.eleCt tS Ge 17:6; 18:14 2Job 42:2; Isa 40:29; 50:2; 51:9; Jer 32:17,27; S Mt 19:26;
ed a choice, tender calf™ and gave it to a | Ro9:9* RO 4:2135 ver 10 bS Ge 17:19; Ro 9:9%; Gal 4:23 18116 €S ver 2

of the so-called impossibility of the promise. Isaac—not
Ishmael—will be the child of promise. Isaac is a child of
faith (belief in the promise), and Ishmael a child of works
(trust in human effort; see Gal 4:22-31).

17:23-27 The author offers a detailed description of Abra-
ham'’s obedience. On the very day God spoke to him, at the
age of ninety-nine, Abraham is circumcised along with all
the males in his house. The sign in his flesh is a constant
reminder of his faith in God’s promise to bring universal
blessing through his descendants (12:3).

18:1-15 Yahweh has appeared to Abraham already (12:7; 17:1),
but here he appears to Abraham in a human form for the
first time. The three visitors are clearly human beings but
are supernatural as well. This first visit is an important one
because the men come to announce the birth of the first
child of promise, Isaac. Later in Scripture, an entire choir
of angels announces the birth of Jesus, the promised one
(Lk 2:13-15). Early Christian interpreters saw this visit as a
shadow of the Trinity, though it is difficult to distinguish
who is who. It seems clear that two of the men are angels,
since Abraham stands before the Lord in Genesis 18:16, and
later two angelic visitors go down to visit Sodom (18:22;

19:1). Yet the pronouns used to address the three alternate
between the plural and singular. The passage also describes
Abraham’s character as he hastens to be hospitable to these
guests. The description of a ninety-nine-year-old man
running to greet his guests creates a memorable mental
image. Abraham is eager to be generous and hospitable.
The meal he prepares is fit for royalty as meat was a rare
luxury. Three seahs of flour (18:6) represented 36 pounds
or 16 kilograms—a large amount.

This time Sarah is the one who laughs in disbelief during
the meal after the divine announcement. She laughs be-
cause of herand her husband’s ages. She clearly thinks their
biological clocks stopped long ago. Then, for the first time
the narrator reveals one of the visitor’s divine identity. The
Lord rebukes Sarah for her unbelief by asking, “Is anything
too hard for the LORD?” (v. 14). God has promised Abraham
that his descendants will be as numerous as the stars in
the sky. Sarah’s empty womb and her advanced age are no
obstacles to divine power.

18:16-33 The theme of God’s righteousness in executing
justice now emerges, and we see Abraham’s role in his plan.
The Lord invites Abraham into the divine counsel precisely
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26 <O GENESIS 18:17

on their way. 7Then the LORD said, “Shall
I hide from Abraham¢ what I am about to
do?¢18 Abraham will surely become a great
and powerful nation,f and all nations on
earth will be blessed through him.?19For I
have chosen him9, so that he will direct his
children" and his household after him to
keep the way of the LORD! by doing what is
right and just,j so that the LORD will bring
about for Abraham what he has promised
him.”k

20Then the LORD said, “The outcry
against Sodom'and Gomorrah is so great™
and their sin so grievous" 21that I will go
down? and see if what they have done is
as bad as the outcry that has reached me.
If not, I will know.”

22The menP turned away and went to-
ward Sodom,? but Abraham remained
standing before the LORD.?" 23Then Abra-
ham approached him and said: “Will you
sweep away the righteous with the wick-
ed?s 24What if there are fifty righteous
people in the city? Will you really sweep it
away and not spare¢ the place for the sake
of the fifty righteous people in it?t 25Far
be it from you to do such a thing! — to kill
the righteous with the wicked, treating the
righteous’ and the wicked alike.¥ Far be
it from you! Will not the Judge* of all the
earth do right?”y

26The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous
people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the
whole place for their sake.?”

27Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now
that I have been so bold as to speak to the
Lord, though I am nothing but dust and
ashes,? 28what if the number of the righ-
teous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy
the whole city for lack of five people?”

“If 1 find forty-five there,” he said, “Iwill
not destroy it.”

18:17 9Am 3:7
€Ge19:24;
Job 1:16;
Ps107:34
18:18

S Ge 12:2;

Gal 3:8*

18:19 9Ge 17:9
"Dt 4:9-10;
6:7 1Jos 24:15;
Eph 6:4

iGe 22:12,18;
26:5; 2Sa 8:15;
Ps17:2; 99:4;
Jer23:5

ks Ge 16:11;
Slsa14i
18:20 lIsa 1:10;
Jer 23:14;

Eze 16:46
mGe 19:13

nS Ge13:13
18:21°S Ge 11:5
18:22PSver2
aGe19:17ver1;
Ge19:27

18:23 SEX 237,
Lev 43,22,

27; Nu 16:22;
Dt 27:25;

2Sa 24:17;

Ps 11:4-7; 94:21;
Eze 18:4,

2Pe 2:9
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Jers
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Am 5:15;
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WDt 1:16-17
XJdg 11:27;
Job 9:15;

Ps 7:11; 94:2;
Heb 12:23

YGe 20:4;

Dt 32:4;
2Ch19:7;
Ezr9:15;

Ne 9:33;

Job 8:3,20;
34:10; 36:23;
Ps 58:11; 75:7;
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Mal 2:17; Ro 3:6
18:26 2S ver 24

290nce again he spoke to him, “What if
only forty are found there?”

He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not
doit.”

30Then he said, “May the Lord not be an-
gry,® but let me speak. What if only thirty
can be found there?”

He answered, “I will not do it if I find
thirty there.”

31Abraham said, “Now that I have been
sobold as to speak to the Lord, what if only
twenty can be found there?”

He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will
not destroy it.”

32Then he said, “May the Lord not be an-
gry, but let me speak just once more.cWhat
if only ten can be found there?”

He answered, “For the sake of ten,d I will
not destroy it.”

33When the LORD had finished speaking®
with Abraham, he left,f and Abraham re-
turned home.9

Sodom and Gomorrah Destroyed
'I The two angelsh arrived at Sodom!
in the evening, and Lot! was sitting
in the gateway of the city.k When he saw
them, he got up to meet them and bowed
down with his face to the ground.' 2“My
lords,” he said, “please turn aside to your
servant’s house. You can wash your feet™
and spend the night and then go on your
way early in the morning.”

@18 Or will use his name in blessings (see 48:20)
b 22 Masoretic Text; an ancient Hebrew scribal
tradition but the LORD remained standing before
Abraham €24 Or forgive; also in verse 26

18:273S Ge 2:7; S Job 2:8  18:30 Pver 32; Ge 44:18; Ex 32:22
18:32 ¢S ver 30; Jdg 6:39 4Jer 5:1 18133 ¢Ex 31118 S Ge17:22
9Ge 3155 19:1NS Ge 18:2; Heb 13:21Ge 18:221S Ge 11:27

kS Ge 18:1!S Ge 17:3; 48:12; Ru 2:10; 1Sa 25:23; 25a 14:33; 2Ki 2:15
19:2™MS Ge 18:4; Lk 7:44

because he has chosen Abraham to bless the world and
because Abraham will teach his descendants the way of the
Lord (v. 19). The covenant depends on commitment, not only
divine but human as well. This tension is finally resolved not
only in Abraham's later sacrifice of Isaac (22:16-18) but in
Jesus Christ’s sacrifice for all (including Abraham).

God reveals to Abraham that he must go down to inves-
tigate the crimes committed by the people of Sodom. This
statement is not meant to indicate that there are any limits
to God’s omniscience; rather, it highlights the importance
of ensuring justice. God’s inclusion of Abraham in his plan
reveals God's desire for him to have a role in influencing the
course of history. Abraham sizes up the situation quickly
and intercedes for the righteous people in Sodom. Since he
is concerned for justice and righteousness, he is concerned
that God be just. When he hears about God’s impending
decision to judge Sodom, Abraham intercedes with God to
spare the wicked city for the sake of the righteous, start-
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ing with fifty righteous people and ending with ten. God’s
consistent answer to Abraham’s intercession is always no
to unjust judgment. His reluctance to judge is so powerful
that even ten righteous people could have spared the sinful
city. In the future, God would save the world for the sake
of one righteous man (Ro 5:12-21).

19:1-11Two angels come to Sodom to determine its culpa-
bility for judgment. They meet Lot in the gate of the city.
He persuades them to spend the night under his roof,
where he provides them hospitality, offering a much more
modest fare than Abraham’s royal treatment. While the
angels are in Lot’s house, the entire population of the city
surrounds them, intent on assault and rape. Lot’s cowardly
efforts to fend them off (by offering them his daughters
in order to protect his guests) fail, and he is only saved
when the angels blind the lustful crowd. The multitude is
so depraved that they even grope to find the door after
they lose their vision.
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“No,” they answered, “we will spend the
night in the square.””

3But he insisted® so strongly that they
did go with him and entered his house.P
He prepared a meal for them, baking bread
without yeast,9and they ate." 4Before they
had gone to bed, all the men from every
part of the city of Sodom$— both young
and old — surrounded the house. 5They
called to Lot, “Where are the men who came
toyou tonight? Bring them out to us so that
we can have sex with them.”t

6Lot went outside to meet them! and
shut the door behind him 7and said, “No,
my friends. Don’t do this wicked thing.
8Look, I have two daughters who have nev-
er slept with a man. Let me bring them out
to you, and you can do what you like with
them. But don’t do anything to these men,
for they have come under the protection
of my roof.”v

9“Get out of our way,” they replied. “This
fellow came here as a foreigner,¥ and now
he wants to play the judge!*We'll treat you
worse than them.” They kept bringing pres-
sure on Lot and moved forward to break
down the door.

10But the men/ inside reached out and
pulled Lot back into the house and shut
the door. "Then they struck the men who
were at the door of the house, young and
old, with blindness? so that they could not
find the door.

12The two men said to Lot, “Do you have
anyone else here — sons-in-law, sons or
daughters, or anyone else in the city who
belongs to you?? Get them out of here, 3be-
cause weP are going to destroy this place.
The outcry to the LORD against its people is
so great¢ that he has sent us to destroy it.”d

1450 Lot went out and spoke to his sons-
in-law, who were pledged to marry? his
daughters. He said, “Hurry and get out of
this place, because the LORD is about to de-
stroy the city!®” But his sons-in-law thought
he was joking.f
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PJob 31:32
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252 24:16;

2Ki 19:35;

1Ch 21:12;

2Ch 32:21

€Ge 18:20
d1Ch 211155

Ps 78:49;

Jer 21:12; 25118;
44:22; 51:45
19:14

e¢Nu 16:21;
Rev18:4

fEx 9:21;

1Ki 13:18;
Jer5:12; 43:2;
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15With the coming of dawn, the angels
urged Lot, saying, “Hurry! Take your wife
and your two daughters who are here, or
you will be swept away9 when the city is
punished.m”

16When he hesitated, the men grasped
his hand and the hands of his wife and
of his two daughters' and led them safe-
ly out of the city, for the LORD was merci-
ful to them.i17As soon as they had brought
them out, one of them said, “Flee for your
lives!kDon’t look back,' and don’t stop any-
where in the plain!™ Flee to the mountains®
or you will be swept away!”

18But Lot said to them, “No, my lords,?
please! 19Your¢ servant has found favor in
your¢ eyes,® and you¢ have shown great
kindnessP to me in sparing my life. But I
can’t flee to the mountains;? this disaster
will overtake me, and I'll die. 20Look, here
is a town near enough to run to, and it is
small. Let me flee to it — it is very small,
isn’t it? Then my life will be spared.”

21He said to him, “Very well, I will grant
this request' too; I will not overthrow the
town you speak of. 22But flee there quickly,
because I cannot do anything until you reach
it.” (That is why the town was called Zoar.s)

23By the time Lot reached Zoar,! the sun
had risen over the land. 24Then the LORD
rained down burning sulfur! on Sodom
and Gomorrah'— from the LORD out of the
heavens." 25Thus he overthrew those cit-
ies* and the entire plain,Y destroying all
those living in the cities —and also the
vegetation in the land.z 26 But Lot’s wife

a14 Or were marriedto  ?18 Or No, Lord; or No,
mylord €19 The Hebrew is singular.
422 Zoar means small.

19:2171Sa 25:35; 252 14:8; Job 42:9 19:225S Ge 13:10
19:23 1S Ge 13110 19:24 UJob 18:15; Ps 11:6; Isa 30:33; 34:9;
Eze 38:22 VDt 29:23; Isa 1:9; 13:19; Jer 49:18; 50:40; Am 4:11
WS Ge 18:17; S Lev 10:2; S Mt 10:15; Lk 17:29

19:25 XS ver 24; Eze 26:16; Zep 3:8; Hag 2:22YS Ge 13:12
2Ps 107:34; Isa 1:10; Jer 20:16; 23:14; La 4:6; Eze 16:48
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19:12-22 After determining the extent of the people of Sod-
om'’s depravity, the angels seek to evacuate Lot’s household
from the coming judgment. Just as Abraham and Sarah
laughed in unbelief when God told them about the birth
of Isaac, Lot’s sons-in-law laugh when they hear about the
coming judgment. But divine judgment is no joke. The an-
gels force Lot and his immediate family to leave the city—a
result of God'’s decision to show mercy to them (v. 16). Lot
pleads for permission to take refuge in a small city nearby,
for he believes the journey will be too taxing. The angels
grant his request and affirm that they cannot do anything
until Lot and his family are safe. This is probably because
of Abraham’s intercession (18:16-33).

19:23-29 The narrator graphically describes the destruction
of Sodom and notes two individuals’ observations of the
event and its aftermath. Lot’s wife looks back on Sodom
and turns into a pillar of salt. The Hebrew word translated
“looked back” connotes a long, lingering look (v. 26). The
many salt pillars in the area would have served as reminders
of this particular catastrophe. Later, Jesus speaks of this
incident. He reminds his audience to remember Lot’s wife
in the coming judgment of Jerusalem; he urges them not
to delay their escape from the coming judgment (Lk 17:32).
Abraham also sees Sodom’s smoke rising like smoke from
a furnace. His prayer of intercession was the reason for Lot
and his family’s deliverance.
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19:26 2Sver17
bLk17:32

19:27 €Ge 18:22
19:28 4Ge 15:17;

ason, and she named him Ben-Ammi?; he
is the father of the Ammonites¢t of today.

looked back,? and she became a pillar of
salt.b
27Early the next morning Abraham got

up and returned to the place where he had | 2% = | Abraham and Abimelek
stood before the LORD. 28He looked down | 19:29 20:1-18Ref // Ge 12:10-20; 26:1-11
toward Sodom and Gomorrah, toward all | s Se 12 Now Abraham moved on from
the land of the plain, and he saw dense gz,,: 27 20 there! into the region of the Ne-
smoke rising from the land, like smoke 2;3:11:1162 gev' and lived between Kadesh¥ and
from a furnace.d . w30iverzz; | Shur.X For a whileY he stayed in Gerar,?
2?50 when God destrosfred the cities of the ls Ge 310 2and there Abraham said of his wife Sarah,
D oueht Lot out of the catactrophes dhag Scye | -She is my sister Then Abimelek® king
overthrew the cities where Lot had lived." '1‘953626 16:2 of ;G erar sent for Sarah. and to;) k her e
| \versa 36: But God came to Abimelek?in a dream
Ge 38:18 one night and said to him, “You are as good

Lot and His Daughters

30Lot and his two daughters left Zoar' and
settled in the mountains, for he was afraid
to stay in Zoar. He and his two daughters

19:33 Mver 35
19:34 NS ver 32
19:35 °Ge 9:21
Pver33

19:36 9S ver 32
19:37 'Ge 36:35;

as deadf because of the woman you have
taken; she is a married woman.”9

4Now Abimelek had not gone near her,
so he said, “Lord, will you destroy an inno-

i i 31 - . . B .
livedina cave. >10ne day the (f)lder daugh- | g5 cent nation?"5Did he not say to me, ‘She is
ter ds a;ld to the younger, Ou(rl Sther is old, o so; | T sister,” and didn’t she also say, ‘He is
an t;[ lgre 15 no Iparlll aroun elrle to gl;e Jer 25:21; my brother’? I have done this with a clear
us cthl Jf nt'— astls t ? ctlilsto:n ?1 '0\1/<er§ € ;z;f;e 258 | consciencel and clean hands.k”
eard tfl el S 8¢ '(t);luirl'a er do rink wine SNU 22:4; 6Then God said to him in the dream,
?nmil ei?ns f:grm h m;afmthpr(’e’lserve our jéiﬂ;.;’;}@: “Yes, I know you did this with a clear con-

a 33T¥1at fli htO;lhge Ouot a}[heeirr' father to Rug“i', 22 science, and so I have kept! you from sin-
drink wine i o theyoigder dauehier went | 1447 ning against me.™ That is why I did not let
in and slept with him. He was nit aware of | 20 7| you touch her. 7Now return the man’s wife,
it when st?e lay down ;)r when she got up.m | &% for he is a prophet," and he will pray for

v sotup. Ps108:9; you® and you will live. But if you do not
34The next day the older daughter said | Jer4sa
P . . 19:38 return her, you may be sure that you and
to the younger, “Last night I'slept with my | (..., e
) . . . . u 21:24; all who belong to you will die.”P
father. Let’s get him to drink wine again | bt 2:19; 23:3; . .

. . NP ot 8Early the next morning Abimelek sum-
tonight, and you go in and sleep with him Jdg313;10:6, | moned all his officials, and when he told
sowe can preserve our family line through | 7. 153 :1n: ’

”n 35 i 14:47;1Ch 19:1; .
our fatr{er.o So t.hey got their father to 2Ch 20:23; a37 Moab sounds like the Hebrew for from father.
drmclf wulllet that ﬂtl{%ht alcsloylang thfgg‘;m' 26:8; 27:5; b 38 Ben-Ammi means son of my father’s people.
ger daughter went in and slept with him. | Ne2:19;4:3; | ¢ 38 Hebrew Bene-Ammon
Again he was not aware of it when she lay if)’flfi‘m
S A | 20:23ver12; S Ge 12:13 Pver 14; Ge 21:22; 26:1 €S Ge 12:15
down or when she got up.P Eze 21:28; 25:2; | 50:3 dNu 22:9,20 © Ge 28:12; 3110, 24; 37:5,9; 40:5; 41T
36So0 both of Lot’s daughters became :‘g’li‘;‘ée . glu 12:6th 163:1;Jcc>: 32:15; rIza 21 4:5fEX1Or:175; 1(-32:33; Ps 105:38
s q 37 J 2 ver 7; Ge 26:11; 1Ch 16:21; Ps 105:14  20:4 e18:25
pregnant by their father. The oldgr VS Ge12:9 20:515 Ge 12:19 1S Ge 17:1 ¥Ps 7:8; 25:21; 26:6; 41:12
daughter had a son, and she named him | ¥S Ge4:7 20:6 1152 25:26,34 ™S Ge 13:13; PS 41:4; 51:4  20:7 "Dt 18:18;
a-r i 3 s | XS Ge16:7 34:10; 2Ki 3:11; 5:3; 1Ch 16:22; Ps 105:15 °ver 17; Ex 8:8; Nu 11:2;
Moab 4 he is the father of the Moabites YGe 26:3 12:13; 15a 7:5; 1Ki 13:6; Job 42:8; Jer 18:20; 37:3; 42:2 PS ver 3;
of today. 38The younger daughter also had | zge26:1,6,17 | SPso:s

19:30-38 Lot’s daughters become the ancestors of the
Moabite and Ammonite peoples through incest. Like their
mother, whose longing gaze back to Sodom showed her
enthrallment with the world, the daughters were influenced
by their peers’ sexual immorality. For them, even incest is
an option in a time of desperation. Thus, in a bizarre way,
their father’s earlier proposal comes back to haunt him (v. 8).
As a Moabite woman, Ruth could trace her lineage back to
this dark event. She will be an ancestor of the great Son of
David, Jesus (Ru 4:18-22; cf. Mt 1:5).

20:1-7 This passage recalls Genesis 12:10-20 because, in
both passages, Abraham lies to an authority figure about
Sarah’s identity. However, whereas in Genesis 12 Abraham
left the promised land because of a famine, here Abraham
neither leaves the land nor faces the threat of famine.
The text simply notes that he journeys to Gerar, which
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was located on the west coast of Israel in the land of the
Philistines (cf. 21:32-34). Abraham fears that the residents
of Gerar will harm him because he has such a beautiful
wife; consequently, he again lies about his relationship
to her. The narrative’s suspense is heightened because
this event occurs just before the birth of Isaac (ch. 21).
Abimelek, the king of Gerar, takes Sarah into his harem,
but God prevents him from having sexual relations with
her by speaking to him through a dream. This is the first
instance of God speaking to someone in a dream in the
biblical record. Recognizing that Abimelek was misin-
formed and thus innocent of wrongdoing, God instructs
Abimelek to return Sarah to her husband and experience
Abraham’s prophetic intercession. This is the first time the
word “prophet” occurs in the Bible, and it is associated
with intercession (20:7).
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2029

came pregnant and bore a son¢ to Abra-
as Ge 12:18;

ham in his old age,® at the very time God
had promised him.f 3Abraham gave the

them all that had happened, they were very
much afraid. 9Then Abimelek called Abra-

347
ham in and said, “What have you done to | 20:11"Ge 42:18;

us? How have I wronged you that you have | Joyacss: name Isaacbd to the son Sarah bore him.
brought such great guilt upon me and my L’; 268112 P1r2 16:6 | 4When his son Isaac was eight days old,
kingdom? You have done things to me that | 3.5, Abraham circumcised him," as God com-
should never be done.%” 10And Abimelek R manded him. 5Abraham was a hundred
asked Abraham, “What was your reason for | ;5. uD't326;5; years old! when his son Isaac was born to
doing this?” :Ch 12:23;6 . him.

. “« . Sa 128, 637 .

TAbraham replied, “I said to myself, | s den | eSarah said, “God has brought me laugh-
‘There is surely no fear of God' in this | 2014 "$verz | terjand everyone who hears about this will
place, and they will kill me because of | ,5..5yge3:0; | laugh with me.” 7And she added, “Who
my wife.'s 12Besides, she really is my sis- | S4518 | would have said to Abraham that Sarah
ter,! the daughter of my father though not | Joy7s" | would nurse children? Yet I have borne
of my mother; and she became my wife. | 2018 ;Ge 1217 | him a son in his old age.”
13And when God had me wander" from my | & ¢, oo
father’s household," I said to her, ‘This is 58112.6,622‘11;4.23. Hagar and Ishmael Sent Away
how you can show your love to me: Every- | yepin ' | 8The child grew and was weaned,' and

where we go, say of me, “He is my broth- | 22 on the day Isaac was weaned Abraham held

»wrn ds Ge 17:19;
er.M ) y $30:6 a great feast. 9But Sarah saw that the son
ttlThiré fnbllmerllf;(f rgnl)uglht Sherfg and | *Gal &2z whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to
g‘l € ? oS ahe a » e datll €s T’esad Sga"}el fsGeisno | Abraham™ was mocking," 19and she said
emto ranam,” an ereturned s>ara 21:39S Ge 16:11; « . B
his wife o him. 5And Abimelelcsaid, “My | 7%, | aoana et o or thatwoman's son will
land is before you; live wherever you like.”Y | 21:4 hGe 17:10, i ; ;
16To Sarah he 'S aid, “T am giving your | AT never share in the inheritance with my son
, 21515 Ge12:4; | Isaac.”P
brother a thousand shekels@ of silver. This | Heb 6:15 ;
is to cover the offense against you before | 2:6 16¢ 77 "'The matter distressed Abraham great
1l wh ith vou: & y letel Job 8:21; ly because it concerned his son.® 12But
al ‘("1’ 0 arde"w ith you; you are completely | s6z | God said to him, “Do not be so distressed
vindicated. 23,529, | about the boy and your slave woman. Lis-

17Then Abraham prayed to God,?and God | 541 |
healed Abimelek, his wife and his female | 27 %% 7"
slaves so they could have children again, | 219

ten to whatever Sarah tells you, because it
is through Isaac that your offspring¢ will
be reckoned.’ 131 will make the son of the

H mS Ge 16:15
18for the LORD had kept all the women in | ,g,3,; slave into a nations also, because he is your
Abimelek’s household from conceiving be- | Gal 4:29 offspring.”
cause of Abraham’s wife Sarah.? 21:10 9Ge 39:17 : .
braham's a F’GG&ZS;Q: YEarly the next morning Abraham took
al 4: .
The Birth of Isaac P q3Ge s | some food and a skin of water and gave
21:12 TMt 1:2;
i b e
2 Now the LOR.D was gracious to S,arah El‘;gﬂ_;s* @16 That is, about 25 pounds or about 12
as he had said, and the LORD did for | 7050, 0. | kilograms  ©3 Isaac means he laughs.
Sarah what he had promised.¢ 2Sarah be- | s Ge 1316 €12 Or seed
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20:8-18 Abimelek’s remonstration with Abraham makes it
clear that he has been innocent in this matter, and he returns
Sarah to Abraham with the enormous sum of 1,000 shekels
of silver as compensation. We learn that a long period of
time has passed between the time Sarah joined Abimelek’s
harem and her return to Abraham: ever since Abimelek took
Sarah into his harem, the women of Gerar have been unable
to conceive (v. 18). Significantly, it is only when Abraham
prays to God that God lifts this curse of sterility. God closed
these women’s wombs (cf. 12:2), but soon he will open Sar-
ah’s womb (21:1). This is a classic example of the blessing of
the nations coming from Abraham (12:3). Amuch later psalm
uses this incident to praise God (Ps 105:12-15).

21:1-7 The first verse in this chapter twice says that God'’s
promise was fulfilled, emphasizing that we can trust God’s
word (v. 1). Everything in this section stresses the fulfillment
of what was an incredible promise to a childless couple.
The account particularly emphasizes the couple’s old age
(vv. 5,7). In the original Hebrew, the boy’s name occurs at

the very end of verse 3 as a reminder of the promise. This
verse could be translated as “Abraham called the name of
his son, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac.” The rite of cir-
cumcision imprints—in the boy’s body—Abraham'’s trust
in God for the fulfillment of the promise (v. 4). This time
Sarah laughs out of joy, not disbelief (v. 6), and her laughter
evokes Isaac’s name.

21:8-13 The narrative moves forward to the time when Isaac
is weaned, which would normally occur around three years
of age. During the celebration, Sarah sees Ishmael mocking
herson (v.9). In Hebrew, the word translated here as “mock-
ing” is the same word used earlier for Sarah’s laughter. In
this new context, it describes laughing at someone. Sarah
correctly discerns that there will be serious problems about
the identity of Abraham’s heir if Hagar and her son remain
in the household. While it seems wrong to Abraham to send
Hagar and Ishmael away, God asks him to listen to his wife.
21:14-21 Abraham sends off Hagar and her son. By this time,
Ishmael is almost 17 years old. Abraham places bread on
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them to Hagar.! He set them on her shoul- | 2114'S szf 161 | “I don’t know who has done this. You did
ders and then sent her off with the boy. She | cesarg 26:33; | DOt tell me, and I heard about it only today.”
went on her way and wandered in the Des- | 28:10; 4611, 2750 Abraham brought sheep and cattle
ert of Beersheba.! i deaes | and gave them to Abimelek, and the two

*When the water in the skin was gone, | 15a3:20; men made a treaty.” 28Abraham set apart
she put the boy under one of the bushes. Lceh,‘;zzf seven ewe lambs from the flock, 22and
16Then she went off and sat down about a | 21:16 VJer6:26; | Abimelek asked Abraham, “What is the
bowshot away, for she thought, “I cannot | g e meaning of these seven ewe lambs you
watch the boy die.” And as she sat there, | 2:17%Ex3:7; | have set apart by themselves?”
she@began to sob." 3'5226‘:’;‘.6[,‘5 s 30He replied, “Accept these seven lambs

17God heard the boy crying,¥ and the an- | xS Ge 16:7 from my hand as a witness® that I dug this

y crying,
gel of God* called to Hagar from heaveny | ,¢¢22"® | well.P”
and said to her, “What is the matter, Ha- | 2118 2ver13; 3150 that place was called Beersheba,?d
gar? Do not be afraid;? God has heard the ;ﬁ;‘gﬁ;’um because the two men swore an oath' there.
boy crying as he lies there. 18Lift the boy up | <s Ge 167 32 After the treatys had been made at Be-
and take him by the hand, for I will make | 220 ‘e 263, | ersheba,! Abimelek and Phicol the com-
y ’ 24; 28:15; 39:2,

him into a great nation.?” a3 Lknés | mander of his forces! returned to the land

19Then God opened her eyesb and she saw | 22 °SGe14:6 | of the Philistines.” 33Abraham planted a

D ¥y fGe 24:4,38; . .

awell of water.c So she went and filled the | s:2;345:4,8; | tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and there he
skin with water and gave the boy a drink. |Jdg4:2 called on the name of the LORD,* the Eternal

20God was with the boyd as he grew up. S‘SZGZQ 2002 God.Y34And Abraham stayed in the land of
He lived in the desert and became an ar- | (/3% the Philistines” for along time.

. P . 26:2
cher. 21While he was living in the Desert er 23;
of Paran,® his mother got a wife for himf | Ge 26:28; Abraham Tested
from Egypt. Pk 22 Some time later God tested? Abra-
3,152 3:19; ham. He said to him, “Abraham!”

The Treaty at Beersheba [Svia “Here I am,”® he replied.

22 At that time Abimelekd and Phicol the | Isa7:14; 8:8, 2Then God said, “Take your son¢, your
commander of his forcesh said to Abra- | jsie s |00y son, whom you love - Isaac—and
ham, “God is with you in everything you | Ge25:33; go to the region of Moriah.¢ Sacrifice him
do.| 28Now swearl to me here before God | jocurt :s
that you will not deal falsely Wlkth me or :(;Svaeflz‘zn a16 Hebrew; Septuagint the child b 31 Beersheba
my children or my descendants.® Show to | j,¢ 5., can mean well of seven and well of the oath.
me and the country where you now reside z1:st oo is

B . mGe 26:15,18, 34; 24:27; Isa 19:20; Mal 2:14 Pver 25; Ge 26:25,32
asa forelgnel:'the same kindness I have | ,.’> ks queffA,SverZ;"Sn ‘;f;zss or T tSer 4
shown to you. | 21:22 "Vgr 381, USver22VS Ge10:14  21:33 W1Sa 22:6; 31:13 XS Ge 4:26
s« it ” 32; Ge 26:28, YEX 15:18; Dt 32:40; 33:27; Job 36:26; Ps 10:16; 45:6; 90:2;
24Abraham Sald, Iswear ,lt' . 31; 31:44,53 93?(2; 102:24; 103:19; 146:10; Isa 40:28; Jer 10:10; Hab 1:12; 3:6;
25Then Abraham complained to Abim- 21G:30 Heb13:8 21:3425 Ge10:14  22:13EX 15:25; 16:4; 20:20; Dt 8:2,
H 1o | °Ge 31:44, 16; 13:3; Jdg 2:22; 3:1; 2Ch 32:31; Ps 66:10; Heb 11:17; Jas 1:12-13

elek abouta we}l of water that_Ablmele!{ S 47,48,50,52; byer 11; Ge 31:11; 46:2; 152 3:4,6,8; Isa 6:8  22:2 Cver 12,16;
servants had seized.™ 26But Abimelek said, | Jos22:27,28, | Jn 3:16; Heb 11:17; 1Jn 4:9 92Ch 3:1

Hagar’s shoulder and sends Ishmael off with her. Hagar
moves to Beersheba, about 25 miles south of Hebron, where
she had lived. While wandering in the desert, she runs out
of water. Fatigued by dehydration, she leaves Ishmael and
begins to cry, as Ishmael does as well. God hears Ishmael’s
cry and opens Hagar's eyes to see a pool of water. The little
family survives and thrives—a testament to God’s mercy.
21:22-34 Abraham makes a covenant with Abimelek and
his people, who dwell in the land of the Philistines. This
reference to the Philistines suggests that the author is using
alaterand more familiar name for the land, since the Philis-
tines did not arrive in Israel until long after Abraham'’s time.
Abimelek and his people desire a covenant with Abraham
because they see the clear presence of God in his life. After
the birth of his child, Abraham begins to bless the nations.
But Abraham raises a complaint about a crucial matterin the
ancient world, particularly in the desert region. Water was
precious, and water sources were even more so. Some of
Abimelek’s men have seized some of Abraham’s wells. After
Abraham and Abimelek resolve this issue, they make a cov-

GRACEANDTRUTH_NVLindb 30

enant, complete with an oath and the gift of seven lambs to
seal it. The name of this covenant place is Beersheba, which
means “well of the oath” or “well of seven.” Later, God will
make a covenant in which his very life—living water—will
flow to all nations. He will gather it from another well, and
a Samaritan woman will drink from it (Jn 4).

22:1-2 Abraham has proven himself to be a man of faith,
and here at the end of his journey, his faith is tested to the
uttermost. The promise of a descendant has materialized
(Ge 21). Now the question is: Will Abraham continue to trust
in God despite his promises appearing to be threatened?
The phrase that begins this section, “Some time later” (22:1),
loosely connects this episode with the previous storyline.
But Isaac is probably now in his mid-teens, able to accom-
pany his father on a three-day journey and able to carry
wood up a mountain for a burnt offering. The beginning
of the chapter notes that God is testing Abraham, and this
provides the audience with the needed perspective on the
remainder of the chapter. God is always good, even when
he does not appear to be so. The key for his followers is to
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there as a burnt offering® on a mountain I | 22:2 13Abraham looked up and there in a thick-
. 7 ¢S Ge 8:20 a . 2
will show you. fvero et he saw a ram¢“ caught by its horns.z He
3Early the next morning9 Abraham got | 22:3 gJEOS 810 | went over and took the ram and sacrificed
up and loaded his donkey. He took with him | 252 i3 ="7* | itasaburnt offering instead of his son.214So
two of his servants and his son Isaac. When | ver1o; Abraham called® that place The LORD Will
he had cut enough wood for the burnt of- | 253727 .c. Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the
fering, he set out for the place God had | 4z Leviio; | mountain of the LoRD it will be provided.4”
Lold l;irnkatc)lout. 4051 the :ll:irdlday‘Al:?;- A . 15T1f1e anghel of thfe LORD® c?lllte‘d to f:bre;
am looked up and saw the place in the | mver3; am from heaven' a second time 6an
distance. 5He said to his servants, “Stay | 5172 , | said, “Iswear by myself,9 declares the LORD,
here with the donkey while I and the boy | °s Ge 4:26; that because you have done this and have
go over there. We will worship and then we fl(?;z‘?;;m" "7 | not withheld your son, your only son," 17
will come back to you.m” aHebmazg; | Will surely bless you' and make your de-
‘fAbraham took _the wopd for the burnt of- ;2512315 vers scenda{(ltsJ as numerous as the stars inI
fering and placed it on his son Isaac,'and he | sver3; the sky* and as the sand on the seashore.
himself carried the fire and the knife.J As the | 55¢ 1879 Your descendants will take possession of
22:111S Ge 16:7 s . ies.M18and th h
two of them went on together, 7Isaac spoke | sscezi; | thecities of their enemies,™ 18and throug
up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” | ,$¢ 462 your offspring? all nations on earth will be
“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 2212 blessed," because you have obeyed me.”°
“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, | *S Ge1819; 19Then Abraham returned to his ser-
“but where is the lambk for the burnt of- | 1w " | vants, and they set off together for Beer-
fering?” Job 1:1;) sheba.P And Abraham stayed in Beersheba.
. . 124; Pr8:13;
8Abraham answered, “God himself will ﬁszfm.rzz i E
provide' the lamb™ for the burnt offering, my | 'S ver2; Nahor’s Sons
son.” And the two of them went on together. | 13-, 55 uers° | 2°Some time later Abraham was told,
9When they reached the place God had | °5 Ges0; “Milkah is also a mother; she has borne
told him about," Abraham built an altar® | ;5. by 7us: lS)orls tt])3 Vozllrl !Jrgthelr1 N21111(0r:q 21}1(2’ gh}e h;St-
there and arranged the woodP on it. He | Jdg 6:24 orn, Buz® his brother, Kemuel (the father
bound his son Isaac and laid him on the al- | ayars ©° | ——— ‘
tar,% on top of the wood. 10Then he reached | 225 ¢S Ge 167 | 13 Many manuscripts of the Masoretic Text,
out is hand and tolcthe knifertoslay his | 3317, | St Feneu, Sptuai vt Sy
.S1But the angel of the LORD! called out | 32:13; 33:1; P b
son' " e | 152 45:23; behind him 18 Orseed €18 Or and all
tohim from heaven," “Abraham! Abraham!™ | ¢7.c"/ ' .c. | nations on earth will use the name of your
“Here I am,”V he replied. 44:26; 49113; | offspring in blessings (see 48:20)
« »” : 51:14; Am 6:8;
12“Do not lay a h‘and on Fhe bOY, he said. Lk 1:73; kS Ge 15:5; Ex 32:13; Dt 7:7; 28:62 'S Ge 12:2; S 26:24; Hos 1:10;
“Do not do anything to him. Now I know nH_fb 613 RO 9:27; Heb 11:12 ™ Ge 24:60; Est 9:2  22:18 1S Ge 12:2,3;
ver2 Ac 3:25%; Gal 3:8* °S 0; Ge 17:2,9; Ps 105:9
th,at you fear GOd'x because you have HOE 2217 IS Ge 12:2 25:19 gGe 2a1:14; 26:23:622;:10 e2127:20 as Zle1§:z9
withheld from me your son, your only son.Y” | iHeb 6:14* 22:217S Ge 10:23 SJob 32:2; Jer 25:23

trustin the divine word (cf. 3:1-2). God asks Abraham to give
up his future (Isaac) completely to him. At the beginning
of Abraham’s journey, God commanded Abraham to give
up his past (12:1). Here, Abraham’s only response to the
divine command is, “Here | am” (22:1). These will be the
only words he will speak to God in this chapter (cf. v. 11).
The narrative records no arguing, questioning, doubting,
or cajoling (cf. 15:2,3; 17:17-18; 18:16-33). Abraham’s silence
is not ominous. He has a settled faith. He is totally and
completely available to God.

22:3-14 Abraham sees the mountain of sacrifice “on the
third day” (v. 4). This is the first reference in the Bible to a
testing period. A short testing period is three days, and a
longer period is 40 days. Abraham reveals his faith in the
promise when he tells his servants that he and Isaac will
return after the sacrifice (cf. Heb 11:17-19). Abraham and
Isaac’s journey up the mountain is a very personal journey
between them, indicated by the repeated use of familial
terms (“Father,” “my son”) and the description of together-
ness (Ge 22:6,8). The absence of a sacrificial animal piques
Isaac’s curiosity. His father’s answer—that God will provide
a lamb (v. 8)—is the turning point in the story. The end of
the story is disclosed here in the middle (v. 13); it is also

here that Abraham names the place of sacrifice, “The LORD
Will Provide” (v. 14).

Inverse 9, five rapid-fire narrative verbs quickly move the
story to its climax. This is the only example in the Bible of
an offering being placed on an altar while the thing being
offered is still alive. This also suggests that Isaac was a will-
ing sacrifice, as he likely could have overpowered his aged
fatherif he had wanted to escape. Paul refers to Abraham'’s
sacrifice in making the point that in Christ, God did not
spare his own Son but gave him up for us all (Ro 8:32) and
also in asking Christians to present their bodies daily as a
living sacrifice to God (Ro 12:1).

22:15-19 This section marks a significant development as
God swears for the first time in the Bible, guaranteeing that
Abraham’s descendants will bless the world. The narrator
also emphatically reiterates God’s promise to Abraham.
Abraham’s great faith has led to great obedience and great
blessing. The fact that the text only mentions Abraham’s
return to his servants does not imply that Isaac has depart-
ed. This test has been mainly about Abraham.

22:20-24 Ancillary genealogical information signifies clo-
sure for this episode in Abraham’s life. These verses clarify
Rebekah’s ancestry, specifying that she is the daughter of
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of Aram), 22Kesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph 12Again Abraham bowed down before the

and Bethuel.” 23Bethuel became the father | oo™ | people of the land *and he said to Ephron
of Rebekah.! Milkah bore these eight sons | 22:23uGe 2415 | in their hearing, “Listen to me, if you will. I
to Abraham’s brother Nahor.' 24His concu- ;ifﬁ 29 will pay the price of the field. Accept it from
bine,¥ whose name was Reumabh, also had | vge 2s:6; me so I can bury my dead there.”
sons: Tebah, Gaham, Tahash and Maakah. ﬁgﬂsgf‘z 14Ephron answered Abraham, “Listen
29237 to me, my lord; the land is worth four hun-
The Death of Sarah wizz2zn3; | dred shekels¢ of silver,) but what is that be-
2 Sarah lived to be a hundred and | 1,755 S | tween you and me? Bury your dead.”
twenty-seven years old. 2She died at | 15:13; 20:7; 16 Abraham agreed to Ephron’s terms
Kiriath Arba* (that is, Hebron)Y in the land ;1613‘;?8‘9 and weighed out for him the price he had
of Canaan, and Abraham went to mourn | zge 24:67 named in the hearing of the Hittites: four

for Sarah and to weep over her.? 233 hundred shekels of silver,* according to the

3Then Abraham rose from beside his |,5.°'*® | weight current among the merchants.'
dead wife and spoke to the Hittites.a2 He | bs Ge17:s; 17So Ephron’s field in Machpelah™ near
said, 4“I am a foreigner and stranger® ‘L9e\?2§"2§22 Mamre" —both the field and the cave in
among you. Sell me some property for a | ps3g:12; it, and all the trees within the borders of
burial site here so I can bury my dead.” | 10512 19:5; the field —was deeded '8to Abraham as his

sThe Hittites replied to Abraham, 6“Sir, | cge 4050, | PIOPEIty®in the presence of all the HittitesP
listen to us. You are a mighty princed |Ac7i6 | who had come to the gate? of the city. 19Af-
among us. Bury your dead in the choicest 1263‘;4;_@ Wik | terward Abraham buried his wife Sarah in
of our tombs. None of us will refuse you his | 23:s<Ge 250 | the cave in the field of Machpelah' near
tomb for burying your dead.” 239 fver1719; | Mamre (which is at Hebron®) in the land

7 Ge 259 47301 | of Canaan.t 20S0 the field and the cave in

Then Abraham rose and bowed down | 4930;50:3 | € . AVe

before the people of the land, the Hittites. | 23109ver1s | it were deeded" to Abraham by the Hittites
8He said to them, “If you are willing to | p; eerrss.,. | as a burialsite.’
let me bury my dead, then listen to me | Jos 20:4;
and intercede with Ephron son of Zohare ';;’a‘;;‘z Isaac and Rebekah
on my behalf 9so he will sell me the cave | 2«is:3s; 2 Abraham was now very old," and
of Machpelah,which belongs to him and | Ps127:5; the LORD had blessed* him in every
is at the end of his field. Ask him to sell | jags,; | WaY.Y 2He said to the senior servant? in his
it to me for the full price as a burial site | 3610 household, the one in charge of all that he

among you.”

231111252 24:23
23:15 JEze 45:12

10Ephron the Hittite was sitting among 2316 PP 2 orthed dants of Heth: also
. . . K2Sa 24:24; 1 the descendants of Heth; also in verses
his p?ople and he reghgd t(:J Abraham in the Jerszg: 5,7,10,16,18 and 20 11 Or sell
hearing of all th.e H.lttltesl who had C‘?’me Zec 12 €15 That is, about 10 pounds or about 4.6
to the gate of his city. 1 No, my lord,” he 2235'1a71'ﬁ252?/er9 kilograms
said. “Listen to me; I give? you the field, | 15 ge 1318
and I give? you the cave that is in it. I give? | 2318 23119 TS ver 9 5§ Ge 13:18; Jos 14:13; 1Ch 29:27 tGe 49:31

it toyou in the presence of my people. Bury
your dead.”

Abraham’s brother Nahor’s son, Bethuel. This information
about Rebekah provides a nice segue for chapter 24 and
Isaac’s marriage to Rebekah. There are 12 sons listed in Na-
hor’s genealogy, as there will be 12 sons of Ishmael (25:13)
and 12 sons of Jacob (chs. 29-30).

23:1-9 Sarah is 127 years old when she dies. Hers is the
shortest natural life span recorded in Genesis. At the time
of Sarah’s death, Isaac was 37, and Abraham was 137. Abra-
ham knows of some local Hittites—probably not the peo-
ple group from Asia Minor but one more closely linked to
Canaanites—who own land, and he wishes to purchase a
grave for his wife. He has in mind the cave of Machpelah,
which a local resident named Ephron owns. The cave’s name
suggests that it was double cave, suggesting either that it
had two entrances or two chambers.

23:10-16 The purchase of the land takes place within the city
gate where there are many witnesses. Abraham and Ephron
negotiate the price with exaggerated generosity and polite-
ness, as was a standard method of bargaining in the ancient
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°S Ge12:7
Pver1o
as Ge18:1

23:20 YJer 32:10 VS Ge 10:15; 35:29; 47:30; 49:30; 50:5,13
24:1WS Ge 17:17; Jos 23:1*Ge 12:2; Gal 3:9 Yver 35
24:2%5 Ge 15:3

world. The final price of 400 shekels is exorbitant when we
remember that the cost of a slave at that time was 20 shekels,
and much later King David paid 50 shekels—a good price—for
both the temple land and animals for sacrifice (25a 24:24).
23:17-20 Abraham owns land for the first time and thus
becomes a permanent resident of the land. The narrative
places great emphasis on the final transaction and Abra-
ham’s legal status as an official owner of a title deed of land
in Canaan. This is the only land that Abraham receives while
he is alive, and it is a grave for his wife.

24:1-9 The story of the marriage of Isaac and Rebekah is
recorded in the longest chapterin the book of Genesis. Find-
ing a proper spouse for Isaac was important for the future of
Abraham'’s descendants, who will bless the world. That God
is the one by whom the oath is sworn (v. 3) and that he is
the one who promised Abraham offspring (v. 7) emphasizes
that he was actively involved in bringing Isaac and Rebekah
together. After noting the divine blessing upon Abraham, as
well as his advanced age, the narrative records Abraham'’s

14/01/2021 11.52



GENESIS 24:25 << 33

GRACEANDTRUTH_NVLindb 33

had,? “Put your hand under my thigh.b 31 | 24:22Ge39:4- | I will know! that you have shown kindness
want you to swear¢ by the LorD, the God | &, "% to my master.”
4 Ge 47:29 :

of heavend and the God of earth,® that 243 €Ge 47:31; 15Before he had finished praying,k Re-
you will not get a wife for my sonf from | % ce .0, | bekah! came out with herjar on her shoul-
the daughters of the Canaanites,9 among §DNU_29:14 der. She was the daughter of Bethuel™
whom T am living," “but will go to my Roen,; | son of Milkah," who was the wife of Abra-
country and my own.relatlves' and get a 95 Ge 1071519 ham’s brother Nahor.? 16The woman was
wife for my son Isaac.)” 2018 Gerzs; | VeIy beautiful,P a virgin;9no man had ever

5The servant asked him, “What if the | Jdg4:3 slept with her. She went down to the spring,

i illing t back with | 52¢'2% | filled her jar and i
woman is unwilling to come back with | i, illed her jar and came up again.
me to this land?k Shall I then take your 2435 kver 39 17The servant hurried to meet her and
sog’ﬁcﬁ to thet;mtmtry grou ctatrnlf from?"” ;eg;‘v‘grs said, _“Pl»erase give me a little water from
ake sure that you do not take my son | 24:7"ver3 your jar.
back there,”™ Abraham said. 7“The LORD, | ,p¢ 2. 18“Drink,s my lord,” she said, and quick-
the God of heaven," who brought me out | cal3:16* ly lowered the jar to her hands and gave
of my father’s household and my native 355'351‘62::77 him a drink.
land® and who spoke to me and promised | 24:8 sver 43; 19 After she had given him a drink, she
me on oath, saying, “To your offspring® I s ndumaoi | said, “I'll draw water for your camels! too,"
will give this land’?— he will send his an- | 24:9usver2 | until they have had enough to drink.
gel before you' so that you can get a wife | '6¢324 333 | 2050 she quickly emptied her jar into the
. 24:10 Wver19;

for my son from there. 8If the woman is | wiio:; trough, ran back to the well to draw more
unwilling to come back with you, then you :Sca“;;‘é" water, and drew enough for all his camels.V
will be released from this oaths of mine. | xver22,30,47, | 2'Without saying a word, the man watched
Only do not take my son back there.”t 9So 2?5{5;;&3;"2?37_ her closely to learn whether or not the LORD
the servant put his hand under the thigh | pi>34;, | had made his journey successful.”
of his master¥ Abraham and swore an oath ggngi 20 22When the camels had finished drink-
to him concerning this matter. 2makx21s | iNg, the man took out a gold nose ring*

10Then the servant left, taking with him Z‘éezf 1?2i weighing a beka‘ and two gold braceletsY
ten of his master’s camels¥ loaded with all 9.10;9'5,(’ a6 | weighing ten shekels.4 23Then he asked,
kinds of good things* from his master. He 1253192:11\;’ 5;124:7 “Whose daughter are you?? Please tell me,
set out for Aram Naharaim?Y and made his 4‘2‘,' 48; " | is there room in your father’s house for us
way to the town of Nahor.? 1"He had the Se 26:24 to spend the night?2”
camels kneel down near the well? outside | o s5ar 245he answered him, “I am the daughter
the town; it was toward evening, the time 3123, 463 of Bethuel, the son that Milkah bore to Na-
the women go out to draw water.? psinsse | hor.t”25And she added, “We have plenty of

12Then he prayed, “LORD, God of my | Ps75:9;947 | straw and fodder,¢ as well as room for you
master Abraham,¢ make me successfuld ;gegi‘;;‘;g‘ to spend the night.”
today, and show kindness¢ to my master Ne tn P —
Abraham. 3See, I am standing beside this | | 3562?]'29}‘9; a7 Orseed Y10 Thatis, Northwest Mesopotamia
spring, and the daughters of the townspeo- | Job 1;?:,'2 ; 22 That i.s, about 1/5 ounce or about 5.7 grams
ple are coming out to draw water.! 14May Z.gesz;esr 1, 22 That is, about 4 ounces or about 115 grams
it be that when I say to a young woman, 24314 9gver18, | Ps86:17; Isa 38:7; Jer 44:29  24:15 kver 45 'S Ge 22:23
‘ H 46 "ver19 MS Ge 22:22"S Ge 11:29 °S Ge 11:29  24:16 PS Ge 12:11
Pl.easc,e let down YOLI}’ ]a}' that1 ma}’ havea iver 44 Dt 22:15-21  24:17 "ver 45; 1Ki 17:10; Jn 4:7 24118 SSver 14
drink,” and she says, ‘Drink,9 and I'll water JJJdos 62:12; 24119 tS ver1oGU ver 14 |24:zo "VEer 466 24:515 wSver12

h g 6:17,37; 24:22 Xver 47; Ge 41:42; |sa 3:21; Eze 16:11-12Y S ver 10

your camels too letherbe the Qne YO}.I 152 14:10; 24:23 2ver 47 2)dg 19:15; 20:4  24:24 Dver 29,47; S Ge 11:29
have chosen for your servant Isaac.' By this | i3:3; 24:25 Cver 32; Jdg 19119

making arrangements for his servant (probably Eliezer; cf.
15:2-3) to travel to Mesopotamia to obtain a wife for his son,
Isaac, before Abraham blesses him (25:5). Abraham offers
a double prohibition—Isaac’s wife must not be one of the
surrounding Canaanites, whose morality is suspect, and
Isaac must never go back to Mesopotamia since Canaan is
the land of promise. Abraham’s servant takes an oath that
he will seek a wife for Isaac. The servant assures Abraham
that he will comply with the oath by placing his hand under
Abraham'’s thigh, near the circumcised organ of life (24:9).
24:10-27 This passage describes the servant’s journey to
and meeting with Isaac’s future wife, Rebekah. The servant
leads a large caravan: ten camels carry goods, which indi-

cates that Abraham was prepared to offer a high price for
his son’s wife. This high price aligns with ancient customs.
Divine guidance becomes the leading theme of the story as
the servant prays and God answers. The servant encounters
Rebekah at a well in the evening, when the heat is less
intense. Her character is sterling as she gives water to the
stranger and his animals first before looking after her own
needs (v. 14). She is morally pure (v. 16). Faithful instruction
is on her tongue (Pr 31:26). When the servant is convinced
that God has directed him to the right woman, he wastes
no time in giving her expensive gifts. He finds out she is
linked to Abraham’s family, since she is the granddaughter
of Abraham'’s brother Nahor (Ge 24:24; cf. 22:23).
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26Then the man bowed down and wor-
shiped the LORD,4 27saying, “Praise be to
the LORD,® the God of my master Abraham,f
who has not abandoned his kindness and
faithfulness9 to my master. As for me, the
LORD has led me on the journey" to the
house of my master’s relatives.”!

28The young woman ran and told her
mother’s household about these things.)
29Now Rebekah had a brother named La-
ban,kand he hurried out to the man at the
spring. 30As soon as he had seen the nose
ring, and the bracelets on his sister’s arms,'
and had heard Rebekah tell what the man
said to her, he went out to the man and
found him standing by the camels near the
spring. 31“Come, you who are blessed by the
LORD,”™ he said. “Why are you standing out
here? I have prepared the house and a place
for the camels.”

3250 the man went to the house, and the
camels were unloaded. Straw and fodder"
were brought for the camels, and water for
him and his men to wash their feet.?33Then
food was set before him, but he said, “I will
not eat until I have told you what I have
to say.”

“Then tell us,” Laban said.

3450 he said, “I am Abraham’s servant.P
35The LORD has blessed9 my master abun-
dantly," and he has become wealthy.* He
has given him sheep and cattle, silver and
gold, male and female servants, and cam-
els and donkeys.t 36 My master’s wife Sarah
hasborne him a son in her old age," and he
has given him everything he owns."37And
my master made me swear an oath,Y and
said, “You must not get a wife for my son
from the daughters of the Canaanites, in
whose land I live,* 38but go to my father’s
family and to my own clan, and get a wife
for my son.”Y

39“Then I asked my master, ‘What if the
woman will not come back with me?’z

40“He replied, ‘The LORD, before whom
I have walked faithfully,? will send his an-
gel with you® and make your journey a
success,  so that you can get a wife for my
son from my own clan and from my fa-
ther’s family.d 41You will be released from
my oath if, when you go to my clan, they

24:28-60 When Rebekah shares the news about the man
she met at the well, her brother Laban runs to meet him.
The text implies that Laban responds with such haste in
part because he has spotted the gold jewelry Rebekah is
wearing. Before Abraham'’s servant sits down to eat and
enjoy Rebekah’s family’s hospitality, he tells his story to
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Isa 3:19;

Eze 16:11-12

refuse to give her to you — then you will be
released from my oath.’®

42“When I came to the spring today, I
said, ‘LORD, God of my master Abraham,
if you will, please grant successf to the
journey on which I have come. 43See,  am
standing beside this spring.9 If a young
womanh comes out to draw water and I
say to her, “Please let me drink a little wa-
ter from your jar,” 44and if she says to me,
“Drink, and I'll draw water for your camels
too,” let her be the one the LORD has chosen
for my master’s son.’]

us“Before I finished praying in my heart,k
Rebekah came out, with her jar on her
shoulder.! She went down to the spring
and drew water, and I said to her, ‘Please
give me a drink.’™m

46“She quickly lowered her jar from her
shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I'll water
your camels too." So I drank, and she wa-
tered the camels also.°

471 asked her, “‘Whose daughter are
you?’P

“She said, “The daughter of Bethuel9son
of Nahor, whom Milkah bore to him.’

“Then I put the ring in her noses and
the bracelets on her arms,! 48and I bowed
down and worshiped the LORD.!" I praised
the LORD, the God of my master Abraham,"
who had led me on the right road to get the
granddaughter of my master’s brother for
his son.¥ 49Now if you will show kindness
and faithfulness* to my master, tell me;
and if not, tell me, so I may know which
way to turn.”

50Laban and BethuelY answered, “This is
from the LORD;Zwe can say nothing to you
one way or the other.2 51Here is Rebekah;
take her and go, and let her become the
wife of your master’s son, as the LORD has
directed.b”

52When Abraham’s servant heard what
they said, he bowed down to the ground be-
fore the LORD.¢53Then the servant brought
out gold and silver jewelry and articles of
clothingd and gave them to Rebekah; he
also gave costly giftse to her brother and
24:48USver26VSver12WSver27  24:49 XS ver 27
24:50 Y Ge 22:22 2Ps 118:23 2 Ge 31:7, 24, 29, 42; 48:16

24:510Sver12  24:52€Sver26  24:53 9Ge 45:22; Ex 3:22;
12:35; 2Ki 5:5 €S ver 10,22

the family, particularly emphasizing God’s leading and
guidance in his task of seeking a wife for Isaac. The family
recognizes God'’s leading in this account, and they agree to
Rebekah’s marriage with Isaac. The servant pays the bride
price, some of which he gives to Rebekah herself (v. 53).
When the caravan departs, Rebekah’s family bless her with
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to her mother. 54Then he and the men who s 'vers6, | his mother Sarah,Y and he married Rebek-
were with him ate and drank and spent the | 5, >~ | ah. So she became his wife, and he loved
night there. 9Jdg 19:4 her;? and Isaac was comforted after his
When they got up the next morning, he | is\z; 5 | mother’s death.
said, “Send me on my way' to my master.” | 24:57 1de9 19:3
55But her brother and her mother re- ;Z;gls"“j;rﬁ The Death of Abraham
plied, “Let the young woman remain with | mGe3s:s 25:1-4pp // 1Ch 1:32-33
us ten days or so;9 thenyou? may go.” | 240 2 Abraham had taken another wife,
56But he said to them, “Do not detain me, 28:; 3155, whose name was Keturah. 2She
now that the LoRD has granted success" to ﬁg;‘fgq bore him Zimran,< Jokshan, Medan, Midi-
my journey. Sen<’1’ me on my way'so I may | osce 17:16 an,? Ishbak and Shuah.e 3Jokshan was the
goto my master.” pes2ii | father of Sheba and Dedan;9 the descen-
*’Then they said, “Let’s call the young | pryyn dants of Dedan were the Ashurites, the Le-
woman and ask her about it.”) 58So they | 261 | tyshites and the Leummites. 4The sons of
lled Rebekah and asked her, “Will o ge idi ;
ca e'th fh'e a 3?1" asked her, “"Willyou | 55,5 ,6:25 Midian were Ephah,h Epher, Hanok, Abida
gowl is man?” 24:62 and Eldaah. All these were descendants of
« : ” . 'S Ge16:14
Iwill go,”* she said. 55 Ge 129 Keturah.
59|Solthey sgn; 1t1he1r 51ste:1Rebekah %n he;r f,;*f;t;;’fz‘s SAbraham left everything he owned to
way,' along with her nt;f)se and Abraham i nows.27.48, | Isaac.l 6But while he was still living, he gave
servant and his men. 60And they blessed 4% aess, | gifts to the sons of his concubinesi and sent
Rebekah and said to her, anen | them away from his son Isaack to the land
« . . VGe 31:17,34; |
Our sister, may you increase 153300 of the east. .
to thousands upon thousands;° 24:65 7Abraham lived a hundred and seventy-
may your offspring possess 256197384‘1‘*'3 five years.m™ 8Then Abraham breathed his
the cities of their enemies.”? e71sa472 | last and died at a good old age," an old
24:67*Ge3133 | man and full of years; and he was gath-
61 q : . .
dThen dRebeka? i‘inglher attelndan(;cs go: ZZEG i;ig ered to his people.°® 9His sons Isaac and
Ir)eaky %'?h ﬂrjnoun € s tﬁ camels ?f[l ‘I’(V;n_ 431 | Ishmael buried himP in the cave of Mach-
b:iat‘f :m B leefinan. O Sy 00K e | e e | pelahdnear Mamre,"in the field of Ephrons
62Now Isaac.ha d come from Beer Lahai ®Gezz1z | son of Zohar the Hittite,t10the field Abra-
. oo ia 4% | ham had bought from the Hittites.c! There
Roi," for he was living in the Negev.s 63He | 9¢ 3635 . . .

. . . | 37:28,36; Abraham was buried with his wife Sarah.
went out to the field one evening to medi- | x 2:15; 11 After Abraham’s death. God blessed his
tate,*and as he looked up," he saw camels 2‘5962?;%?31_2_ !
approaching. ¢“Rebekah also looked upand | jos 3:s; a55 Orshe Y63 The meaning of the Hebrew
saw Isaac. She got down from her camel ﬁgzéz”f{ 7% | for this word is uncertain. €10 Or the
65and asked the servant, “Who is that man | 4.y. 1i(i1;;:18; descendants of Heth
in the field coming to meet us?” rs 83:9; ] . ) | .

« : »” Sa 9:4; 10:26; 25:5'SGe 24:36  25:6)S Ge 22:24 S Ge 21:10,14 'Ge 29:1;
Heismy maSte];" the servant answered. 60:6; Hab 3:7 | Jdg 6:3,33; 1Ki 4:30; Job 1:3; Eze 25:4  25:7 Mver 26; Ge 12:4;
So she took her veil¥ and covered herself. °J0bf§:161; 81| 35:28: 47:0,28; 50:22,26; Job 4216 25:8 NS Ge 15:15 Over 17;
2533 € 10:7 | Ge 35:29; 49:29,33; Nu 20:24; 31:2; Dt 31:14; 32:50; 34:5
66Then the servant tOId‘Isaac allhe had 9S Ge 10:7 25:9 PGe 35:29; 47:30; 49:319S Ge 23:9 'S Ge 13:18 SGe 23:8
done. 67Isaac brought her into the tentX of | 25:4hisa60:6 | tGe 49:20; 50:13  25:10 US Ge 10:15

a blessing that echoes God’s blessing of Abraham after the
near-sacrifice of Isaac (v. 60; cf. 22:17).

24:61-67 The chapter closes with the marriage of Isaac
and Rebekah. She veils herself, as was the custom of the
bride before a wedding. Isaac’s bringing Rebekah into
his mother’s tent is a laconic description of marriage
(v. 67). Abraham’s request and the servant’s oath have
been fulfilled.

25:1-4 The text offers a smooth transition to the next ma-
jor story in the patriarchal narratives. Verses 1-11 describe
Abraham'’s last acts: his fatherhood of other peoples, his
singling out of Isaac for the transmission of his blessing,
and his death. Abraham’s marriage to Keturah probably
happened well before the events of chapter 24, where
Abraham seems ready to die. The author calls Keturah a
wife (v. 1), which could indicate she was a secondary wife
whom Abraham married before Sarah died. First Chronicles
1:32 describes Keturah as a concubine, and Genesis 25:6

mentions Abraham’s concubines. Many of the names of
Abraham’s descendants here are eponymous; they are the
names given to tribes and peoples in the Arabian Peninsula.
Abrahamiis fulfilling the promise in Genesis 17 that he would
be the father of many peoples.

25:5-11 Before Abraham dies, he provides for his other
children before sending them away from his principal heir,
Isaac. The author describes death as being gathered to
one’s people. Abraham is buried with Sarah in the cave of
Machpelah. In his death, Abraham receives a foretaste of
the inheritance of the land of Canaan (15:18-21), the land
of promise, and even the entire world. God’s promise of
land to Abraham will be fulfilled when his descendants
inherit the land of Canaan (15:18-21) and then the world
(Mt 5:5; Ro 4:13). Abraham is 175 years old when he dies.
He had Isaac when he was 100 years old. Abraham was
75 when God called him; thus, he lived the life of faith
for 100 years.
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son Isaac,” who then lived near Beer La- | 25:11"S Ge12:2

“Two nations' are in your womb,

hai Roi.¥ e, and two peoples from within you
' ySGet6i will be separated;
Ishmael’s Sons o ae17:20; one people will be stronger than the

25:12—16pp // 1Ch 1:29-31
12This is the account* of the family line

ham.? 25014

mael, listed in the order of their birth: Ne- | 2%

tribal rulersfaccording to their settlements | 2518

25:13 2Ge 28:9;
36:3 P Ps 120:5;
SS 1:5; Isa 21:16;
of Abraham’s son Ishmael, whom Sarah’s | z2:m; 60:7;

slave, HagarY the Egyptian, bore to Abra- éi;zzz;f’z‘f@‘zs‘

€Jos 15:52;
1BThese are the names of the sons of Ish- | Isa2um; 001

d 10
baioth? the firstborn of Ishmael, Kedar,® |st1°;?419 '
Adbeel, Mibsam, *Mishma, Dumah, ¢ Mas- gféfsg

sa, 1"Hadad, Tema,9 Jetur,® Naphish and | 2516 Ge 17:20
Kedemah. 16These were the sons of Ishma- | ¢S Ge 13:16;

Ps 83:6
el, and these are the names of the twelve 2;:173 hSvers

and camps.9 VIshmael lived a hundred and | 5o 72%
thirty-seven years. He breathed his last and | “Ge 16:12

: : h | 2519'S Ge 2:4
died, and he was gathered to his people. 2220 Myer 26:

other,
and the older will serve the
younger."”

24When the time came for her to give
birth,* there were twin boys in her womb.Y
25The first to come out was red,? and his
whole body was like a hairy garment;? so
they named him Esau.cb 26 After this, his
brother came out,¢ with his hand grasp-
ing Esau’s heel;d so he was named Jacob.4¢
Isaac was sixty years oldf when Rebekah
gave birth to them.

27The boys grew up, and Esau became a
skillful hunter,9 a man of the open coun-
try," while Jacob was content to stay at
home among the tents. 28Isaac, who had

18His descendantsi settled in the area from | ce 26:34; 35:2¢ |  taste for wild game,iloved Esau, but Re-

Havilah to Shur,) near the eastern border 22 g‘e* ;:2627

of Egypt, asyou go toward Ashur. And they | »ge 28:2,5,6;
lived in hostility toward? all the tribes re- | 30:20; 3118;

bekah loved Jacob.)
290nce when Jacob was cooking some
stew;k Esau came in from the open country,!

lated to them.k s, | famished. 30He said to Jacob, “Quick, let me
asGe2s29 | have some of that red stew!™ I'm famished!”
Jacob and Esau 'D‘iezg‘sm 24 | (That is why he was also called Edom.€)"

19This is the account!' of the family line | 25:21
of Abraham’s son Isaac.

sS Ge 11:30
tGe 30:17,
22;15a 1:17,
Abraham became the father of Isaac, | 5! ch s:0;
20and Isaac was forty years old™ when he | 2¢h33:13;

married Rebekah" daughter of Bethuel® the | £2 823

31Jacob replied, “First sell me your birth-
right.°”

32“Look, I am about to die,” Esau said.
“What good is the birthright to me?”

) Ps127:3 @18 Or lived to the east of ~ ©20 That is,
Aramean from Paddan AramP?P and sister | 25:22 VEx18:15; | Northwest Mesopotamia €25 Esau may mean
of Labandthe Aramean.’ fgj;’ﬁy hairy. 426 Jacob means he grasps the heel, a
21Tsaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of | nu 9:6'_8'.’ 275, Hebrew idiom for he deceives. €30 Edom
means red.

his wife, because she was childless.* The | 2 DIY;.Z:?:
LorDp answered his prayer,t and his wife | 15590 10:22:

Rebekah became pregnant. 22The babies 1&336: gzno;
1Ki 22:8;

jostled each other within her, and she said,

25:23VS Ge 17:4 'S Ge 9:25; 48:14,19; Ro 9:11-12*
25:24 %Lk 1:57; 2:6 Y Ge 38:27  25:25 2152 16:12 2 Ge 27:11
bGe 27:1,15  25:26 ¢Ge 38:29 4Hos 12:3 ¢ Ge 27:36; 32:27;

. - ; 2Ki 3:11;22:13; | Dt 23:7; Jos 24:4; 0b 10,12 fSver 7,520 25:27 95 Ge 10:9
“Why is this happening to me?” So she went | Isa30:2; Nver 29; Ge 27:3,5 25:28 1Ge 27:3,4,9,14,19 1 Ge 27:6; 37:3
: : u Jer21:2;37:7, 25:29 k2Ki 4:38-40 'S ver 27 25:30 Mver 34 "Ge 32:3; 36:1,8,
to inquire of the_LORD' 17; Eze 14:7; 8-9,19; Nu 20:14; Dt 23:7; Ps 137:7; Jer 25:21; 40:11; 49:7
23The LORD said to her, 2011,3 25:319Dt 21:16-17; 1Ch 5:1-2

25:12-18 This new genealogy is a very short section in the
book of Genesis. Before the author can continue following
Isaac’s line, he describes the line of Abraham'’s son through
Hagar, Ishmael. The genealogy showcases God’s faithfulness
to his promise of blessing, as Ishmael has 12 sons just like
his later relative Jacob. Many of the names are eponyms.
His descendants are located in the Arabian Peninsula, a
rather isolated setting, which suggests that they brought
isolation upon themselves in fulfillment of the prophecy
about Ismael in Genesis 16:12.

25:19-34 The account of Isaac and Rebekah recorded in
this passage recalls the struggles of Abraham and Sarah
to conceive a child, providing the framework for the entire
narrative to follow (25:19—36:43). It details the obstacles
Rebekah and Isaac faced in having children, Isaac’s prayers,
and the birth of two very different children. The account
also offers a brief contrast of the children’s adult lives. God’s
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word to Rebekah (25:23) is key to the events that unfold. She
learns that the twins struggling in her womb is indicative of
the struggling they will engage in outside her womb, but
God has intervened to establish that the younger of the
two will be the principal heir and the transmitter of divine
blessing. This divine verdict reverses the status quo of soci-
ety. When the twins are born, Rebekah and Isaac give them
names indicating their physical attributes. In Hebrew, the
name Esau sounds like “hairy,” while Jacob means “deceiv-
er.” Jacob emerges from the womb clutching Esau’s heel.
The final verses of this passage record a character-revealing
incident that takes place when Jacob and Esau are adults.
Jacob takes advantage of his famished brother by selling
him food in exchange for his birthright, which Esau treats
with contempt (cf. Heb 12:16). Jacob’s name thus becomes
synonymous with deception and intrigue (Ge 27:36; cf. Jer
9:3). Later, when Jacob emerges from a struggle with God,
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33But Jacob said, “SwearP to me first.” So . down from awindow and saw Isaac caress-
he swore an oath to him, selling his birth- | 5,5 > | ing his wife Rebekah. 9So Abimelek sum-
rightd to Jacob. ;GE 275366: moned Isaac and said, “She is really your
3uThen Jacob gave Esau some bread and | ;5. ver3o | Wife! Why did you say, ‘She is my sister’?"”
some lentil stew.” He ate and drank, and 20 o Isaacanswered him, “Because I thoughtI
then got up anq left. o S Dt3n'4 " | mightlose my life on account of' her:"
So Esau despised his birthright. tS Ge 10:14; 10Then Abimelek said, “What is this you
) 199108, | have done to us?° One of the men might
Isaac and Abimelek 26:2¥sGe127 | well have slept with your wife, and you
26:1-11Ref // Ge 12:10-20; 20:1-18 rseev3 | would have brought guilt upon us.”
Now there was a famine in the | 26:3YGe 201 11S0 Abimelek gave orders to all the peo-
lands — besides the previous fam- | ,.csars | ple: “Anyone who harmsP this man or his
ine in Abraham’s time —and Isaac went | 5329;353 | wife shall surely be put to death.”d
to Abimelek king of the Philistinest in | i &> 12Jsaac planted crops in that land and the
Gerar.! 2The LORD appeared' to Isaac and | Nu23:2i; same year reaped a hundredfold," because
said, “Do not go down to Egypt;" live in | 53212 the LORD blessed him.s 3The man became
the land where I tell you to live.X 3Stay in | I1sa 32 rich, and his wealth continued to grow until
this land for a while,¥ and I will be with | 7% | he became very wealthy.! He had so many
you’ and will bless you.? For to you and | 2ver:; flocks and herds and servants! that the Phi-
your bdesilent_ll:ilnts fI w11tlhg1vet ﬁli these | 356122 | listines envied him." 1550 all the wells" that
ands® and will confirm the oa Swore | Acz:s his father’s servants had dug in the time of
to your father Abraham. *Iwill make your | 3¢9 = | his father Abraham, the Philistines stopped
descendants? as numerous as the stars | Gess:4 up,* filling them with earth.
in the sky® and will give them all these | 5 6e 122 16 i i “
lands,f ansc,l through Yogur offspring?all na- S Gere awaslrw ﬁirr’nﬁ'l"v’ﬁﬁlﬁiifbiﬁfii ibol\;g::f
tions on earth will be;1 blesse.d,bg Sbecause j\i 36‘;;33 erful for us.?”
Abraham obeyed me" and did everything | cai3:s 17So Isaac moved away from there and
i i i 265 .
geqélércerg eosfI t:llrrllr;l liflep_mgtmy tc.omrrilgr;%& hSceisng | encamped in the Valley of Gerar, where he
y . Yk Instructions.™ 50 | ipsng:so, settled. 18Isaac reopened the wells® that had
Isz;ac stayed in Gerar. | EFS S| been dug in the time of his father Abraham,
When the men of that place asked him | yg.19:057, |~
about his wife, he said, “She is my sister,” 208,22 125[‘; a4 Orseed b4 Or and all nations on earth will
because he was afraid to say, “She is my m'f.éw; 65:'2; " | use the name of your offspring in blessings
wife.” He thought, “The men of this place 112:611<§526:3 (see 48:20)
. . 26:6 XS Ge 20:1
might klll_me on ‘-“lccount of Rebekah, be- 26:7!S Ge 12113 | 26:10 S Ge 12:18  26:11 P15a 24:6; 26:9; Ps 10515 9S Ge 20:3
cause she is beautiful.” 2658G 26:12TMt13:85Sver3 26:13tS Ge 13:2; S Dt 8:18
. mS Ge 10:14 26:14 US Ge 12:16; S 24:36; 32:23VGe 37:11 26115 VS Ge 21:30
ffWhen Is;.aac had been there a long time, 26:9 XS Ge 21:25  26:16 Yver 27; Jdg 11:7 ZEX 1:9; PS 105:24-25
Abimelek klng of the Philistines™ looked | "s Ge 12:19 26:172S Ge 20:1  26:18 0S Ge 21:30

he receives a new name—Israel (Ge 32:28). Paul sees God's
choice of Jacob over Esau as one of the main proofs for the
doctrine of election (Ro 9:10-13).

26:1-5 This chapter is intended to show the transmission
of the Abrahamic blessing to Isaac. God urges Isaac not to
go down to Egypt (cf. 12:10-20) but to stay in Canaan and
dwell with the Philistines. God confirms the covenant with
Isaac and repeats to him the promises of presence, proge-
ny, and patrimony (land). God refers to Abraham’s faithful
obedience as a basis for the covenant, since he kept “my
commands, my decrees and my instructions” (26:5). While
these terms clearly refer to later laws (Dt 11:1), this verse is
neither anachronistic, nor does it suggest that God revealed
to Abraham all the later laws of the Mosaic code. Rather,
Abraham was righteous (i.e., he kept the law) by living a
life of faith in God'’s promises (Ge 15:6).

26:6-11 Isaac repeats his father Abraham’s sins by lying
about his wife (12:10-20; 20:1-18). The three accounts in
which a patriarch lies about his wife's identity differ in the
means by which the local people discover the truth about
the patriarch’s relationship to his wife: in chapter 12 the
pharaoh was alerted to the truth by plagues, and in chap-
ter 20 Abimelek learned the truth in a dream. Here, the

local people are alerted to the truth simply by sight. The
Gentile king's concern to avoid guilt because of possible
adultery makes him seem much more religiously sensitive
than God'’s elect child of promise.

26:12-16 Isaac is extraordinarily blessed, reaping a one-
hundredfold bumper crop and becoming extremely wealthy.
The three terms “rich,” “wealth,” and “wealthy” used to
describe Isaac’s accumulation of goods come from the same
Hebrew word. But Isaac’s wealth leads the Philistines to
become jealous, and they respond by blocking up wells
(that Abraham had dug) in order to diminish Isaac’s bless-
ing. Finally, Abimelek orders Isaac to leave because of his
growing power.

26:17-25 Wherever Isaac goes, blessing follows, particularly
in the form of wells and water (which is necessary for bless-
ing). He reopens wells that the Philistines had stopped up
in the days of Abraham to show that the same blessing of
lifegiving water flows now to him. He faces opposition at
Esek (“dispute”) and Sitnah (“opposition”), where he digs
wells and the water flows. He then moves on to Rehoboth
(“room”), where he finally gets some space to breathe. But
wherever he goes, he is blessed despite opposition. Finally,
God appears to him in Beersheba to renew his promises
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which the Philistines had stopped up after f§:g° ) Then Isaac sent them on their way, and they
Abraham died, and he gave them the same | age g1se went away peacefully.
names his father had given them. 26:215Ge13:7 | 32That day Isaac’s servants came and told
19Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and | 35 s ***7 | him about the well? they had dug. They
discovered awell of fresh water there. 20But | Isa33:20; said, “We’ve found water!” 33He called it
the herders of Gerar quarreled¢ with those | i¢5/ ¢ | Shibah,4 and to this day the name of the
of Isaac and said, “The water is ours!”d So | 26:23 town has been Beersheba.eé2
he named the well Esek,? because they dis- ;igimg ) )
puted with him. 'Then they dug anoth- | is ce 22 Jacob Takes Esau’s Blessing
er well, but they quarreled® over that one ;ijs“’;ﬁ‘ 34When Esau was forty years old, he
also; so he named it Sitnah.? 22He moved | isGe2r20 | Married Judith daughter of Beeri the Hit-
on from there and dug another well, and | T'Sver4 | tite, and also Basemath daughter of Elon
f . nver 4; Ge 17:7; spes ¢35 f ief
no one quarreled over it. He named it Re- | s 2217 28:4; - | the Hittite.¢ 33They Wedre a source of grie
cfsaying, i 30:27; 39:5; I nd Rebekah.
Eg lr)gcttr;g :?c’llwrxlr%wliilo fvf’otxltlr?sLtl()"l}g ?t?: lgalr‘fg.r’} e té Saa\il;e(ril I(;gsc i/vas old and his eyes
23 i'| °sGe 8:20 were so weak that he could no lon-
Fror_n there he went up to Beer§heba. oo Gg e ¢ ¢ .
24That night the LORD appeared to him and | sa¢ .1 ger see,® he called for Esau his older son
said, “I am the God of your father Abraham.j | ¢ s Ge iz and said to him, “My son.”
Do not be afraid,k for I am with you;' Twill | 75 c z1:22 “Here Iam,” he answered.
bless you and will increase the number of | 26:275s ver16 2Jsaac said, “I am now an old man and
your descendants™ for the sake of My Ser- | ie eo 25 don’t know the day of my death.9 3Now
vant Abraham.”” us Ge 21:27; then, get your equipment — your quiver
2s]saac built an altar® there and called on | 12°%° and bow —and go out to the open country"
the name of the LORD.P There he pitched | "Ge3r20,52 | t0 hunt some wild game for me. “Prepare
his tent, and there his servants dug awell.9 | }35¢2#3' | me the kind of tasty food Ilike'and bring
26Meanwhile, Abimelek had come to him | xGe 31:54; it to me to eat, so that I may give you my
from Gerar, with Ahuzzath his personal | X152 26 blessingbefore I die”*
adviser and Phicol the commander of his | 26:3 5 Il‘io‘f[\’ %?bekaf]lz was é\l{;temEng a? Ifié}ac
forces." 27Isaac asked them, “Why have you | ’$ Ge 223,27 | Spoke to his son ksau. When ksau leit for
. . 6: .
come to me, since you were hostile to me | s e 2130 thg Oli(en COII;nlt(H;tO h(;mt .iglame and br:)ng
257 26:33 it back, 6Rebekah said to her son Jacob,™
and sent me away? . 25 Ge 2114 “Look. I heard fath ¢
28They answered, “We saw clearly that | 5.5, 00%, L overheard your lather say to your
the LORD was with you;' so we said, ‘There | }$ e 2520 brother Esau, 7‘Bring me some game and
¢S Ge 10115 tasty food to eat, so that I
ought to be a sworn agreement between | ,5.0; 36, prepare me some tasty 100 ,
us’ —between us and you. Let us make a | Jos3:10; may give youmy blessing in the presence of
;reaty“ with you jﬁlhat yﬁu will dobus nlo b the LORD before I die.”" $Now, my son, listen
arm," just as we did not harm you but al- | 26:35 -
t J ted 11 and 1?’ dGe 27:46; @20 Esek means dispute. Y21 Sitnah means
ways treated you well and Sent you away | ,g:g; job 7:16 | opposition.  ©22 Rehoboth means room.
fully. And blessed by the | 27:1<Ge 4810; | a3
peace"u y.And now you are blessed by the ZDZ(;4G7G1I§§;°2‘ 33 Shibah can mean oath or seven.
LorD."Y isGe 2525 | ¢ 33 Beersheba can mean well of the oath and well
30Jsaac then made a feast* for them, and | 27:2 9Ge 47:29; | of seven.
_ | Ki2a
j(hey ateand drank. 31 Early the next morn 27:3 27:41S Ge 25:28 Iver 10, 25,31; S Ge 24:60; 49:28; Dt 33:1; Heb 11:20
ing the men swore an oathY to each other. | rs Ge 25:27 kver7 27:5'SGe25:27 27:6MSGe25:28 27:7"ver 4

now that Isaac is back in the land of Canaan. Isaac builds
an altar there and worships while his servants dig a well.
26:26-33 This event begins before Isaac builds the altar in
Beersheba. Frequently, Hebrew narratives finish a storyline
(vv. 17-25) before backtracking and starting another one.
Abimelek sees that the blessing of Abraham has been trans-
mitted to Isaac (cf. 21:22), and he wishes to confirm a cov-
enant with him through the ritual of an oath and meal. The
place is named Beersheba because the servants’ discovery
of a well coincides with the covenant oath. The naming is a
reaffirmation of the original naming in the time of Abraham.
26:34~35 This episode ends with information about Isaac’s
eldest son, Esau, in order to show a further reason why
he is rejected from inheriting the blessing. Esau marries
local Canaanite women who become a source of tension
and anxiety to his parents, no doubt due to their clearly
different values and worldview.
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27:1-4 This chapter begins by noting crucial background
information: Isaac is now old and blind. He knows he will
not live much longer and wishes to transmit the Abrahamic
blessing to his oldest son before he dies. He is either unaware
of God’s message to Rebekah about her sons’ futures (25:23),
has forgotten it, or chooses to ignore it. He wishes to fortify
himself with a good meal before he passes on the blessing,
so he sends Esau to hunt for some of his favorite food.
27:5-13 When Rebekah hears of her husband'’s plan, she
concocts one of her own, for she recalls God’s message
to her that “the older will serve the younger” (25:23). She
allays Jacob’s objections and cooks a meal; additionally,
she disguises Jacob so that his arms feel like Esau’s arms,
assuming the plan will work because Isaac is blind. She
believes in God’s message so much that she is even will-
ing to accept a curse from her husband if he discovers the
deception (27:12-13).
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carefully and do what I tell you:° 2Go out to
the flock and bring me two choice young
goats,P so I can prepare some tasty food for
your father, just the way he likes it.410Then
take it to your father to eat, so that he may
give you his blessing' before he dies.”

Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “But
my brother Esau is a hairy man® while I
have smooth skin. 12What if my father
touches me?t I would appear to be trick-
ing him and would bring down a curse! on
myself rather than a blessing.”

13His mother said to him, “My son, let
the curse fall on me." Just do what I say;¥
go and get them for me.”

1450 he went and got them and brought
them to his mother, and she prepared some
tasty food, just the way his father liked it.x
15Then Rebekah took the best clothesY of
Esau her older son,?z which she had in the
house, and put them on her younger son
Jacob. 16She also covered his hands and
the smooth part of his neck with the goat-
skins.217Then she handed to her son Jacob
the tasty food and the bread she had made.

18He went to his father and said, “My fa-
ther.”

“Yes, my son,” he answered. “Who is it?”?

19Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau
your firstborn.¢I have done as you told me.
Please sit up and eat some of my game,d
so that you may give me your blessing.”®

20Tsaac asked his son, “How did you find
it so quickly, my son?”

“The LORD your God gave me success,”
he replied.

21Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Come near so
I can touch you,9 my son, to know whether
you really are my son Esau or not.”

22 Jacob went close to his father Isaac,h
who touched! him and said, “The voice is
the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the
hands of Esau.” 22He did not recognize him,
for his hands were hairy like those of his
brother Esau;i so he proceeded to bless him.
24“Are you really my son Esau?” he asked.

“Iam,” he replied.
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25Then he said, “My son, bring me some
of your game to eat, so that I may give you
my blessing.”k

Jacob brought it to him and he ate;
and he brought some wine and he drank.
26Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come
here, my son, and kiss me.”

2750 he went to him and kissed' him™.
When Isaac caught the smell of his clothes,”
he blessed him and said,

“Ah, the smell of my son
is like the smell of a field
that the LORD has blessed.°
28 May God give you heaven’s dewP
and earth’s richnessd—
an abundance of grain’ and new
wine.s
29 May nations serve you
and peoples bow down to you.t
Be lord over your brothers,
and may the sons of your mother
bow down to you.!
May those who curse you be cursed
and those who bless you be
blessed."”

30 After Isaac finished blessing him, and
Jacob had scarcely left his father’s presence,
his brother Esau came in from hunting. 31He
too prepared some tasty food and brought
it to his father. Then he said to him, “My fa-
ther, please sit up and eat some of my game,
so that you may give me your blessing.”V

32Hjs father Isaac asked him, “Who are
you?”x

“Tamyour son,” he answered, “your first-
born, Esau.Y”

33[saac trembled violently and said,
“Who was it, then, that hunted game and
brought it to me?Z I ate it just before you
came and I blessed him —and indeed he
will be blessed!?”

34When Esau heard his father’s words,
he burst out with aloud and bitter cry® and
Da 2:44; Zec 141718 US Ge 9:25; S 25:23; S 37:7 Vver 33;

Ge12:3 27:31WSver4 27:32*ver18Yver19 27:33 Zver 35
asver29 27:34YHeb12:17
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27:14-29 Rebekah's plan seems to work smoothly. The nar-
rative creates some suspense as Isaac is not convinced by
Jacob’s pretense until Jacob comes near to him, and Isaac
feels his hands—which Jacob has disquised to feel like Esau’s
hands. Isaac’s blessing on Jacob (vv. 28-29) adds addition-
al details to the Abrahamic blessing: material prosperity
(“abundance of grain” and “new wine"”), universal rule (“na-
tions serve you”), special election (lordship over relatives),
and unstoppable mission of blessing (opponents cursed).
27:30-41 As soon as Jacob departs, Esau arrives prepared
to receive his father’s blessing. Both he and his father are
shocked at the turn of events. Esau’s speech about his

brother’s deception features two clever wordplays in He-
brew, one related to Jacob’s name, the other to his stolen
blessing. Esau says that Jacob was aptly named because he
“jacobed” Esau (i.e., took advantage of him) twice: he wrest-
ed from him his birthright and blessing. Esau is reduced to
tears and receives a diminished blessing that includes no
material prosperity, dwelling in isolation, and independence
from his brother. In his bitterness, Esau plans to murder his
brother. The author of Hebrews uses the example of Esau to
warn believers of the irreversible consequences of sin: Esau
sold his birthright and could not get it back even though
he wept bitterly (Heb 12:16).
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27:34 CEx12:32

b 46Then Rebekah said to Isaac, “I'm dis-
27:35 4Jer 9:4;

gusted with living because of these Hittite®

said to his father, “Bless¢ me — me too, my
father!”

12:6 ¢ver 19,45

35But he said, “Your brother came deceit- fzsréé 6 women. If Jacob takes a wife from among
fullyd and took your blessing.”¢ gGQEZ;;Sz'; the women of this land,f from Hittite wom-

36Esau said, “Isn’t he rightly named Ja- | 31:20,26; en like these, my life will not be worth liv-
coba?!This is the second time he has taken | 3¢ 5225 | jng g
advantage ofd me: He took my birthright," | Heb 121617 So Isaac called for Jacob and
and now he’s taken my blessing!”i Then he | 5% 5V 2 8 blessed" him. Then he command-
asked, “Haven’t you reserved any blessing IEzr 66:?; ' ed him: “Do not marry a Canaanite wom-
for me?” | Jersoms an.i 2Go at once to Paddan Aram,bi to the

37Isaac answered Esauy, “T have made him | 27:3s house of your mother’s father Bethu-
lord over you and have made all his rela- | (%2%% | o] k Take a wife for yourself there, from
tives his servants, and I have sustained him | Jdg 24,2t | among the daughters of Laban, your

Ru 1:9; 15a 11:4;

with grain and new wine.l So what can I
30:4; Heb 12:17

mother’s brother.! 3May God Almightycm

possibly do for you, my son?” 27:39 bless" you and make you fruitful® and in-
*8Esau said to his father, “Do you have | Hebn20 | (roae your numbersP until you become a
onlyone bl»essmg, my father? Bless me t0o, | nge36:6 community of peoples. 4May he give you
my father!” Then Esau wept aloqd."l 0350 814 and your descendants the blessing given
39His father Isaac answered him, P Ge 9125 to Abraham,? so that you may take pos-

“Your dwelling will be S Seoz . | session of the land" where you now reside
away from the earth’s richness, 1459:1; 258?215: as a foreigner,s the land God gave to Abra-
away from the dew™ of heaven se3my; 32n; | Nam.” 5Then Isaac sent Jacob on his way,!

above." ﬂé’: ;8144 and he went to Paddan Aram," to Laban

40You will live by the sword 10;Nuz20:29 | Son of Bethuel the Aramean,’ the brother

and you will serve® tver42'0b10 | of Rebekah," who was the mother of Ja-
your brother.P e | cob and Esau.

But when you grow restless, 27:43YSver8 6Now Esau learned that Isaac had blessed
you will throw his yoke o2 | Jacoband had sent him to Paddan Aram to
from off your neck.q” 27:44 take a wife from there, and that when he

. "6e3u38.41 | plessed him he commanded him, “Do not

41Esau held a grudge' against Jacobs be- 3751659 256}’;’ 35 C it X7 (’1 that Ja-
cause of the blessing his father had giv- | ;746 marrya (anaanite woman, * ‘and that Ja

en him. He said to himself, “The days of | ¢ g GGe o5 cob had obeyed his father znd mother and
mourning! for my father are near; then I | o5 Gee 2‘)6:55;9 pad gone tq Paddap Aram. *Esau t.h enreal-

will kill' my brother Jacob.”" S Job 77 ized how dlsp}ea51ng the Canaanite wom-

42When Rebekah was told what her older ﬁ‘?‘ce 24:60 en’were to his fathe}’ Isaac? 9so he wen t

son Esau¥ had said, she sent for her youn- | ‘e 243 to Ishmaela.andbmarrled Mahalath, the sis-
ger son Jacob and said to him, “Your broth- | fses 5, | (67 0f Nebaioth? and daughter of Ishmael
er Esau is planning to avenge himself by | “S Ge 2520 son of Abraham, in addition to the wives
killing you.x 3Now then, my son, do what | & | healreadyhad.€

Isay: Flee at oncg to my brother ]Tabanz i-n gz:eslf‘"ssqg-e " Wneans he grasps the heel, a Hebrew
Harran.? MSt,ay with hln} forawhile® until Nu 6:21;i I idiom for he takes advantage of or h’e deceives.
your brother’s fury subsides. 4When your | Ru2:; b2 That is, Northwest Mesopotamia; also in
brother is no longer angry withyouand for- | (*%% | versess,6and7 <3 Hebrew El-Shaddai
getswhat you did to him,¢I'll send word for | °s Ge17:6

you to come back from there.{Whyshould | ($6¢752 | Stersy seeys, sus s eyt e 2o
Ilose both of you in one day? as Ge12:2,3 281025 Ge 16:15 'S Ge 25:13 €S Ge 26:34

GRACEANDTRUTH_NVLindb 40

27:42-46 Ever the schemer, Rebekah devises another plan,
this time to rescue Jacob from Esau’s murderous designs.
While Abraham was vehemently opposed to sending Isaac
to Mesopotamia (ch. 24), Rebekah is forced to do the
unthinkable and send her own son there because of her
deception. She also makes a tragic miscalculation, for
she thinks Jacob will stay with her relatives “for a while”
(27:44) before he will return, but a little while turns out
to be 20 years. She will never see him again. She invents
an excuse for her husband to send Jacob to Mesopota-
mia: the risk that Jacob might marry a local Canaanite
woman (cf. 9:25).

28:1-5 In response to Rebekah’s concerns that Jacob might
marry a Canaanite, Isaac sends him to Mesopotamia to
obtain a wife and blesses him again. This blessing con-
tains one addition that previous blessings lack: Jacob’s
descendants will become a community of peoples. Jacob
remembers this blessing on his deathbed (48:3-4), but
for now he receives this blessing from Isaac (28:4) before
departing for Paddan Aram, located roughly 500 miles
from Beersheba.

28:6—9 When Esau discovers that Jacob has departed os-
tensibly to avoid marrying a Canaanite woman, he travels
to the southeast, where Ishmael lived, and marries one of
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Jacob’s Dream at Bethel gi'Gz - 20Then Jacob made a vow,f saying, “If
10Jacob left Beersheba? and set out for | s Ge n:31 God will be with me and will watch over
Harran.t "When he reached a certain place, | 251"'$¢e128 | me9 on this journey I am taking and will
he stopped for the night because the sun | 2s:1 give me food to eat and clothes to wear"
had set. Taking one of the stones there, | "S6¢20:3 | 2150 that I return safely' to my father’s
. . 37:19 1Jn 1:51 J dars Kk
he put it under his head? and lay down to | 2s::3 household, then the LorD? will be my God
sleep. 12He had a dream" in which he saw | |36 127; 223nd* this stone that I have set up as a pil-
a stairway resting on the earth, with its fiégfé lar'will be God’s house,™ and of all that you
top reaching to heaven, and the angels of | #16,5925 give me I will give you a tenth."”
God were ascending and descending onit.' | mge 46:4; .
BBThere above it? stood the LORD, and he | 4821 ens Jacob Arrives in Paddan Aram
said: “I am the LORD, the God of your fa- | os cemg: " 2 Then Jacob continued on his jour-
ther Abraham and the God of Isaac.k I will | $ B S 2624 ney and came to the land of the
give you and your descendants the land' on | a¢ 3, gé. 38 gastern peoples.° ZThgre he saw a well
which you are lying.™ 14Your descendants (212:165 ) in the open country, with three flocks of
will be like the dust of the earth, and you" r\,ericf;"zc’ sheep lying near it because the flocks were
will spread out to the west and to the east, | Psi2t5, watered from that well.? The stoneq over
to the north and to the south.© All peoples T 2% . | the mouth of the well was large. 3When all
on earth will be blessed through you and | S OGE 1'5:1195;0 the flocks were gathered there, the shep-
your rc:ffspring.brp 15Lam with youd a?d Vx(fiill o he1i<lis woul;ihroll (’;he Sttontet; awl;ay frc;rfrl t’:he
watch over you' wherever you go,% and I | 8;Jost:5; well’s mouth and water the sheep.s Then
will bring you back to this land.t I will not ,“,'fgﬂ’é‘ they would return the stone to its place
leave you! until I have done what I have | YLev26:42 over the mouth of the well.
: ” WP B
promised you.""" . zs:ﬁ(ﬁi&&ns; o . . X
16When Jacob awoke from his sleep,* he | ser3t:26 @13 Or There beside him " 14 Or will use your
thought, “Surely the LORD is in this place, 12982‘1735’; o :l;g:: :gg)the rzt;;m; g}t‘ hye(;l;; gﬁf’r;ggsrok;lzs;;ngs
7 . i : 3
andI Was,,m)t aware of lt.' I:Ie was ?yfral,d gss 265;‘;'2, 420,21 Or Since God. . .. father’s household, the
fmd said, “How awesome is this place! Th!s Ge32:2: LORD  €21,22 Or household, and the LORD will be
is none other than the house of God;? this | ich22:; my God, 22then
is the gate of heaven.” EUE S
18Early the next morning Jacob took the | bverzz; 28119 de Ge 12:8 ¢ Ge 35:6; 48:3; Jos 16:2; 18:13; Jdg 1:23, 26
1 a Ge 31:13,45,51; | 28:20 TGe 31:13; Lev 7:16; 22:18; 23:38; 27:2,9; Nu 6:2; 15:3;
,Stone he ha(,i platfed under his h?ad and set 35:14; Ex 24:4; | Dt12:6; Jdg 11:30; 15a 1:21; 25a 15:8 9 ver 15 M1Ti 6:8
it up as a pillar® and poured oil on top of | Jos 24:26, 28:211Jdg 11:31Iis ver 15 KEx 15:2; Dt 26:17; JOs 24:18; Ps 48:14;
it.c19 cd 27; 1sa 19:19 18:28 28:22'Sver18;1Sa7:12 ™S ver 17 "S Ge 14:20;
It. .He called that place Bethel' thOUgh Clev 8:11; S Nu18:21; Lk18:12  29:1°S Ge 25:6  29:2 PS Ge 24:11 dver 3,
the city used to be called Luz.® 10s 4:9 8,10 20:37Sver2Svers

Ishmael’s daughters. Sadly, until now he has been unaware
that his Canaanite wives displease his parents.

28:10-17 The author backtracks to describe a particular
stopover on Jacob’s journey from Beersheba to Harran.
About two to three days into his journey, Jacob stops at a
place called Luz, located about 60 miles from Beersheba.
Ironically, the first time Jacob will truly wake up is when he
goes to sleep, foritis in the quietness of inactivity that he
hears God. This is the second dream in the Bible in which
someone explicitly experiences a revelation from God (cf.
20:3). Jacob dreams of a stairway to heaven on which angels
descend and ascend, taking their directions from the Lord,
who stands at the top of the staircase. The stairway is more
like a ramp than a ladder, resembling the tower of Babel
structure, which rebellious humans constructed to unite
heaven to earth. In an act of grace, God himself gives the
Abrahamic promise directly to Jacob. God now for the first
time calls himself not only the God of Abraham but also the
God of Isaac. Despite everything, he will also be Jacob’s
God. When Jacob awakens, awe overwhelms him. The words
translated “afraid” and “awesome” (28:17) come from the
same Hebrew word meaning fear. Together they capture
the awe-inspiring experience of a creature coming into
the presence of its Creator. Jacob responds that this place
is significant because it is none other than the house of
God (“Bethel”) and the gateway of heaven, the place where

heaven and earth are united. Jesus will eventually serve as
such a bridge between heaven and earth (Jn 1:51), finally
bringing the Bible’s storyline into complete unity (Rev 21:3).
28:18-22 When Jacob rises the next morning, he conse-
crates the site, names it, and makes a vow. He sets up the
stone he’d used as a headrest to make a pillar and pours oil
onit. Astanding stone could mark the place where someone
made a covenant (31:45), indicate the location of a tomb
(35:20), or represent the 12 tribes of Israel (Ex 24:4). Gentiles
frequently used them in Canaanite sanctuaries to represent
divinities (cf. Ex 23:24; Dt 16:22). Jacob renames the site
Bethel (“house of God”) because of his experience, and he
makes a vow—the first vow recorded in the Bible. He asks
for divine presence, protection, provision, and guidance in
exchange for his personal commitment to God, consecra-
tion of Bethel as a site of worship, and the giving of tithes.
Perhaps Jacob, ever the bargainer, is still being Jacob here.
29:1-14 When Jacob arrives in Harran, he comes to a well.
Wells often serve as the sites of significant encounters in
the Bible. Abraham’s servant met Jacob’s mother at a well
(ch. 24), Jacob will meet his future wife at a well (29:9),
Moses will meet his future spouse at a well (Ex 2:15-21), and
Jesus willintroduce awoman at a well to a new relationship
with God (Jn 4). Jacob talks to some local shepherds and
learns his uncle Laban is well. When his cousin Rachel ap-
pears on the scene, Jacob is so excited that he singlehand-
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4Jacob asked the shepherds, “My broth- | 29:4'Ge42:7; | had weak? eyes, but Rachel” had a lovely
” Jdg19:17 . . .
ers, where are you from?”t us Ge 11:31 figure and was beautiful.® 18Jacob was in
“We’re from Harran,"” they replied. 322 ” love with Rachel! and said, “I'll work for
5He said to them, “Do you know Laban, | 5. "> | youseven years in return for your younger
Nahor’s grandson?”V :561%3262129232 daughter Rachel.”!
“Yes, we know him,” they answered. XEx 216 19Laban said, “It’s better that I give her
6Then Jacob asked them, “Is he well?” 322 YSverz | to you than to some other man. Stay here
“Yes, he is,” they said, “and here comes | ,o.cats6 | With me.” 200 Jacob served seven years to
his daughter Rachel¥ with the sheep.*” g‘s)ﬂo bver16 | get Rachel,’ but they seemed like only a few
7“Look,” he said, “the sun is still high; itis | ¢z cs 224:" days to him because of his love for her.¥
not time for the flocks to be gathered. Water | ¢ver3; Ex 217 21Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my
the sheep and ta}i<e therrll bgck to pfstltllrﬁ.” seesye > | wife. My time is completed, and I want to
8“We can’t,” they replied, “until all the | 42:24;4330; | make love to her.X”
flocks are gathered and the stoneY has been 2229"*5‘(;"”7 2250 Laban brought together all the peo-
rolled away from the mouth of the well. | Rut9 ple of the place and gave a feast.Y 22But when
Then we will water? the sheep.” zaz’ver’s | evening came, he took his daughter Leah?
9While he was still talking with them, | iGe 24:28 and brought her to Jacob, and Jacob made
Rachel came with her father’s sheep,? for | iz ¢, 220 | lOve to her. 24And Laban gave his servant
shewas a shepherd. 1°°When Jacob saw Ra- | 'Ge33:4; 4514- | Zilpah? to his daughter as her attendant.b
lc)helb d;ught%r of his uncle Lal()ian,lailnél I}?- et 25Whte)n mgrning bcame, tl;lere wa; Leah!
an’s sheep, he went over and rolled the | Lk1s:20 So Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you
stone¢away from the mouth of the welland | ', have done to me?¢Iserved you for Rachel,
watered? his uncle’s sheep.¢ "Then Jacob | 37:27;Jdg 9:2; | didn’t I? Why have you deceived me?”
kissed Rachel and began to weep aloud.9 | 22555 | 26Laban replied, “It is not our custom
12He had told Rachel that hewas a re}ative“ Isa58:7 here to give the younger daughter in mar-
of her ?thledr ﬁndfa stcl)n of Rebekah.i So she | 5% .5, | riage before the older (1ne.e 27Finish this
ran and told her father.) 317,41 daughter’s bridal week;f then we will give
BAssoonas Labank heard the.news about §§’f‘z§,°3ﬁ’;' | you the younger one also, in return for an-
Jacob, his sister’s son, he hurried to meet Geso; | other seven years of work.9”
him. He embraced him'and kissed him and | 32 2750, 28 And Jacob did so. He finished the week
brought him to his home, and there Jacob | averg-10 with Leah, and then Laban gave him his
told him all these things. 4Then Laban said | 2, 2" | daughter Rachel to be his wife." 29Laban
to him, “You are my own flesh and blood.”™ | 29:18 ] gave his servant Bilhah! to his daughter
' e 281 | Rachel as her attendant.i 30Jacob made
Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel 30; Ge30:26; | love to Rachel also, and his love for Rachel
After Jacob had stayed with him for a | £95** was greater than his love for Leah.k And
whole month, ¥Laban said to him, “Just | vsverss; he worked for Laban another seven years.!
because you are a relative” of mine, should S‘;g‘s‘; -
youwork for me for nothing? Tell me what | Hos 12:12 a17 Or delicate
7 29:21%Jdg 1521
your wages® should be. 29:22 20:242Ge 30:9 PS Ge 16:1  29:25 ¢S Ge 12:18 95 Ge 27:36
16Now Laban had two daughters; the | vidgw:o; 29:26feJdg 15:2; 152 14:49; 18:17,20; 252 6:23
Isa 25:6; 29:27 1Jdg 14:12 9S ver 18; Ge 31:41  29:28 "Sver16; S Ge 4:19
name of the older was Leah’p and the Jn 2:1-2 29:29 1Ge 30:3; 35:22; 49:4; Dt 22:30; 1Ch 5:11S Ge 16:1
name of the younger was Rachel.q17Leah | 29:2325 ver16 | 29:30 kS ver16 S ver 20

edly removes the stone from the well. In the previous story,
he had moved a stone because of a divine encounter, and
now he moves one because of a human encounter. When
Jacob tells Rachel about his identity, she runs home, and
Laban (her father) comes to meet Jacob and welcome him
as his own “flesh and blood” (Ge 29:14), an expression that
refers to a blood relative (Jdg 9:2, 25a 5:1).

29:15-19 After Jacob has lived with Laban for a month, Ja-
cob agrees to work seven years in order to marry Laban’s
younger daughter Rachel, who is much more beautiful than
her older sister Leah. The seven years are equivalent to a
bride price or a dowry, which he will pay to Laban (cf. 24:53;
152 18:25).

29:20-30 When the time for Jacob and Rachel’s wedding
arrives, there is a weeklong celebration (v. 27; cf. Jdg 14:12).
But at the last moment Laban switches Leah for Rachel, and
Jacob unknowingly weds her. The narrator uses the Hebrew
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construction “there was Leah” (Ge 29:25) to describe Jacob's
discovery the morning after the wedding. This makes it
feel as if the readers are seeing Jacob’s shocking discovery
through their own eyes. Several facts explain why Jacob did
not know Leah was the woman he wed the previous night:
it was night and therefore dark, she would have had a veil
on during the wedding celebrations, and wine probably
impaired his judgment. Jacob’s irate complaint to Laban
about this deception (v. 26) ironically echoes Isaac’s com-
plaint about Jacob’s deceit (27:35). Jacob is learning lessons
about the biblical principle of retribution. Jacob thus must
work another seven years in order to marry Rachel. Laban is
much like Rebekah, and he deceived Jacob just as Rebekah
helped Jacob deceive his father, Isaac. As Jacob the younger
brother deceived his older brother, Rachel’s older sister
deceives him. The old adage is true in Jacob’s life: what
goes around comes around.
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29:31Mver 33;

Jacob’s Children 7Rachel’s servant Bilhahi conceived again

31When the LORD saw that Leah was E; 26191;"11370 and bore Jacob a second son. 8Then Rachel
not loved,™ he enabled her to conceive," 5512‘61219 Ru413; | said, “I have had a great struggle with my
but Rachel remained childless. 32Leah be- | ps127:3 sister, and I have won.”¥ So she named him

came pregnant and gave birth to a son.0 | 393 Naphtali.f

She named him Reuben, P for she said, “It | ru 4713; “When Leah™ saw that she had stopped
is because the LORD has seen my misery.d },56"‘6‘;27?21, having children," she took her servant
Surely my husband will love me now.” | se:s;485,; | Zilpah® and gave her to Jacob as a wife.P
33She conceived again' and when she l’:&};,:zgm. 10Leah’s servapt %ﬂpahq bore Jacob a"son.
gave birth to a son she said, “Because the | 65 bt336; | ' Lhen Leah said, “What good fortune!”? So
LORD heard that Tam not loved,’ he gave me | 405 4% she named him Gad.""
this one too.” So she named him Simeon.bs | as ce g 12Leal’s servant Zilpah bore Jacob a sec-
3uAgain she conceived, and when she | 2033 'S ver31 ond son. Then Leah said, “How happy I
gave birth to a son she said, “Now at last | seno 465 | 2M! The women will call me* happy.”* So

my husband will become attached to me,! | 45 Ex615; | she named him Asher./v

. Nu 1:6, 5
because I have borne him three sons.” S0 | 2; 35-2; 1“During wheat harvest, Reuben went
he was named Levi.ct 1Ch 4245 out into the fields and found some man-
35She conceived again, and when she E;f;f-z‘* drake plants,¥ which he brought to his

mother Leah. Rachel said to Leah, “Please

gave birth to a son she said, “This time I | 'Ge 30:20; ] , -
give me some of your son’s mandrakes.

5 : » : Sa 1:2-
will praise the LORD.” S0 she named him Ju- | ige 3545;

dah.4VThen she stopped having children.¥ 25;11 4691567

3 O Whep Rachel saw that S he Waf not ‘?1? ':lzlé;::gf | @32 Reuben sounds like the Hebrew for he
bgarlng Jacob ar}y children, St}e BD.t733~8'- 5T | has seen my misery; the name means see,
became jealous of her sister.Y So she said | iy 61,16 ason. Y33 Simeon probably means one who

to Jacob, “Give me children, or I'll die!” 23:6-24,13-14 | hears. €34 Levi sounds like and may be

2Jacob became angry with her and said, 29:35 derived from the Hebrew for attached.

. VGe 35:23; d . .
“Am L inthe place of Gocwho has kept 5381 | A inesles e mv s
B : ”a 43:8; 44:14,18; .
you from hav1r}g c“h 11dre.n? . b 46:12; 49:8; means he has vindicated. /8 Naphtali

3Then she said, “Here is Bilhah,” my ser- | 1Ch23; &% | hoans ymy struggle. 911 Or “A troop is

vant.¢ Sleep with her so that she can bear | bu o %

children for me and I too can build a fam- | 301

h11 Gad can mean good fortune or
113 Asher means happy.

coming!”
a troop.
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: »q XS Ge 11:30;
llY through her. . . Isa 49:21; 54:1 30:4ever9,18 er 16:3-4  30:6 9Ps 35:24; 43:1 Nver 23; Ge 21:2;

4So she gave him her servant Bilhah as 1S Ge 1614 Ru 4113152 120 Ge 46:23; 49:16-17; NU 26142-43; Jos 19:40-45;

sfn e : fs _ | Levi8us8 Jdg 1:34; 13:2; 18:2; Jer 4:15; 8116; Eze 48:1  30:7)Sver3
awife.¢ Jacob slept with he.r' and she be 30:22Ge 50:19; | 30:8 KGe 32:28; HOs 12:3-4 ' Ge 35:25; 46:24; 49:21; Nu 1:42;
came pregnant and bore him a son. 6Then | bt 32:35; 26:48; Dt 33:23; Jdg 4:6; 518; 1Ch 7:13_ 30:9 ™S Ge 29:16
id “ H H . 2Ki 5:7 "Ge 29:35°Ge 29:24 PSver4 30:10 9Ge 46:18
RaCh?l Sald, God has Vlndlcate‘d me'g he a5 Ge16:2 30:117Ge 35:26; 46:16; 49:19; EX 1:4; Nu 1:24; 26:18; Jos 4:12;
has listened to my plea and given me a | 30:3very; 1Ch 5:11; 12:8; Jer 49:1  30:13 SPs 127:3 LRU 4:14; PS 127:4-5;
»”h B B S Ge 29:29 Lk 1:48 UGe 35:26; 46:17; 49:20; Nu 1:40; 26:47; Dt 33:24;

son. . Because of this she named him €S Ge 24:61 J0s19:24-31; 1Ch 7:30-31  30:14 VEX 34:22; Jdg 15:1; Ru 2:23;
Dan.® dGe 16:2 15a 6:13; 12:17 Wver 15,16; SS 7:13

29:31-35 Genesis 29-30 recounts the births of most of the
Israelites’ tribal ancestors. Despite the dysfunction we see
in Jacob’s marriages, we must never lose sight of the fact
that God’s blessing is occurring in Jacob’s family. God is at
work in the mystery and mess of human life. The birth of
the children is clearly a gift from God. Leah views her first
four children as a result of God showing compassion on
her because her husband does not love her. The children’s
names link to life situations and suggest that Leah is at-
tempting to address her plight. Reuben means “see, a son”
and suggests that God has observed that Leah is unloved
(cf. Ps 119:153). Simeon'’s name is associated with the Hebrew
word “hear.” Leah interprets this as God paying attention
to her neglected status. Levi's birth suggests that finally
Jacob might become “attached” to her because she has
given him three sons. Finally, with her fourth child, Judah,
she simply praises the Lord, for this is what Judah means.
Leah is the first person to explicitly praise the Lord in the
Bible, and her child will be the one in whom God'’s promise
will be fully realized.

30:1-13 Rachel’s jealousy of her sister may be one of the rea-
sons why the Law of Moses later prohibits a man from being

married to two sisters (Lev 18:18). Rachel’s desperation to
have children may be difficult for people in modern western
culture to comprehend, but in the ancient world, awoman'’s
self-worth was determined by her offspring. Rachel’s solu-
tion for her predicament is the same as Sarah’s in Genesis
16: she gives her servant Bilhah to Jacob so that she can
have children through her. Bilhah'’s children have names that
signify events in Rachel’s life—in this case, they reflect her
struggle with her sister. Dan means “judge” or “vindicate.”
Thus, God has vindicated her with the birth of Dan. Naphtali
means “struggle,” reflecting Rachel’s fight for status with
her sister. God will later give a new name to Jacob: Israel,
meaning “he struggles with God” because he struggled
with God and humans and was a victor (Ge 32:28). In this
distorted sibling rivalry, Leah resorts to the same methods
as Rachel and gives Jacob her servant Zilpah, through whom
she has two children who restore her happiness: Gad (“good
fortune”) and Asher (“happiness”).

30:14-24 The rivalry reaches a new low when Leah procures
Jacob's services in exchange for an aphrodisiac (cf. SS 7:13).
Ancient peoples believed mandrakes induced pregnancy
since theirroots resembled a human form. But these verses
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15But she said to her, “Wasn’t it enough* 139:'15 X'.“lu,‘ﬁ"" 29Jacob said to him, “You know how I
that you took away my husband? Will you 531'6531:7{83’ have worked for you' and how your live-
take my son’s mandrakes too?” {Se 3816 stock has fared under my care." 30The little

“Very well,” Rachel said, “he can sleep Hzo?g;f}’ you had before I came has increased great-
with you tonight in return for your son’s | 30:162sveri4 | ly, and the LORD has blessed you wherever I
mandrakes.”Y iscesssn | havebeen.¥ But now, when mayIdo some-

1650 when Jacob came in from the fields 32:18;’_5 ver4 | thing for my own household?*”
that evening, Leah went out to meet him. | ;o nor:s, 31“What shall I give you?” he asked.
“You must sleep with me,” she said. “I have | 28,29; 26:25; “Don’t give me anything,” Jacob replied.
hired you with my son’s mandrakes.”2 So he | oo ' | “But if you will do this one thing for me, I
slept with her that night. 19:17;21:6,28; | will go on tending your flocks and watch-

117)God listened to Legah,a and she became | 39275 "*% | ing ogver them: 32Lit me go through all your
pregnant and bore Jacob a fifth son.8Then | 3020 flocks today and remove from them every
Leah said, “God has rewarded me for giving | ey, > | speckled or spotted sheep, every dark-
my servant to my husband.”® So she named ©Ge35:23; colored lamb and every spotted or speck-
him Issachar.a¢ oaorseyy; | led goat.y They will be my wages.? 33And

191eah conceived again and bore Jacob a 33:25;. pt3318; | my honesty will testify for me in the fu-
sixth (sion_ 20Th}fn Leah said, fGt od tlllas pre- 30925}12@ s ';lure, whgélever Xou chectl§ on the wages you
sented me with a precious gift. This time | 46115 ave paid me. Any goat in my possession
my husband will treat me with honor,d be- | i e aer o | thatis not speckled or spotted, or any lamb
cause I have borne him six sons.” So she | is Gen:30 that is not dark-colored,? will be consid-
named him Zebulun.be §°G§32’953"z‘” 6 | ered stolen.b”

21Some time later she gave birth to a | “Isa4x; 25:8; 34“Ag_reed," said Laban. “Let it be as you
daughter and named her Dinah.f f.i'}?;; el have said.” 3That same day he removed all

22Then God remembered Rachel;9 he lis- | 30:24 the male goats that were streaked or spot-

. S| -6
tened to her" and enabled her to conceive.’ 352 :622;2393':62'. ted, and all the specklgd or spotted female
238he became pregnant and gave birth toa | 7;35:24;37:2; | g0ats (all that had white on them) and all
son’ and said, “God has taken away my dis- zg’bf[*g;IZB the dark-colored lambs,¢ and he placed
grace.”k24She named him Joseph, and said, | mée3s1; | them in the care of his sons.d 36Then he
“May the LORD add to me another son.”™ ‘3?2‘*520 putathree-day journey® between himself
nS Ge 24:54 and Jacob, while Jacob continued to tend
Jacob’s Flocks Increase °sGe2815 | the rest of Laban’s flocks.
30:26
25 After Rachel gave birth to Joseph, Ja- | ps Ge 20118 37Jacob, however, tookffresh-cut branch-
. “ 30:2 9
cob said to Laban, “Send me onmyway"so | 3077 | €s from poplar, almond’ and plane trees
I can go back to my own homeland.® 26Give | so:4; Estzss | and made white stripes on them by peel-
me my wives and children, forwhom I have | 5 pisis | Ing the bark and exposing the white inner
served you,P and I will be on my way. You | Nu2217; 23:23; IO )
know how much work I've done for you.” §f2|11 J.?s. 13:22; . 18 Issachar sounds like the Hebrew for reward.
27But Laban said to him, “If I have found | Jer 7. 20 Zebulun probably means honor.
. 4 Jer27:9 €24 Joseph means may he add.
favor in your eyes,d please stay. I have | '¢3%, "
learned by divination’ that the LORD has | 3138; Dt 28:m; | 30:20 UGe 31:6 YGe 31:38-40  30:30 S ver 27 X1Ti 5:8
” 2Sa6:m 30:32Y 33,35,39,40; Ge 31:8,12 2S Ge 29:15 30:333S 32
Plessed me because of you. .S *%He adde‘}' 30?28 bGe 31:;/9er 30:35 ¢S ver 3zedGe 311 3(‘)3:36 eGe 31:22; Ex ;e1r8,
Name your wages,'and I will pay them.” | tsGe29:15 5:3;8:27 30:37 {Jer 1:m 9Eze 31:8

show that God had a plan for Leah, and thus it is Leah who
gets pregnant and not Rachel. Leah misconstrues Issachar’s
birth as a reward for her giving Bilhah to Jacob (Ge 30:18).
She regards her next son, Zebulun, as a gift, thinking that
her husband will treat her with honor because she has given
him six sons. The reference to Leah’s daughter Dinah seems
to be an afterthought, as she is the only female mentioned
and is not one of the tribal ancestors of Israel.

When Rachel finally gets pregnant, it has nothing to do
with the mandrakes. God enables her to conceive. Her first
child signals an end to her disgrace as a woman who is
childless in this culture. The name Joseph means “may he
add.” Joseph not only takes away his mother’s reproach,
but later he will also take away the curse of famine from
the world (Ge 37-50).

30:25-36 The previous verses detailed the birth of Jacob’s
children, but this section describes Jacob’s acquisition of
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wealth. If God was present in the previous blessing, he is
just as present in this blessing. Jacob desires to return to
his home but must ask permission to leave. He will act
without this permission later when he sees that Laban is
upset with him (31:2,20). Even though Laban is a polytheist
who has household idols (31:19) and practices divination,
he still knows he has received incredible blessing because
of Jacob’s presence (cf. 12:3). To compensate Jacob further,
Laban agrees to a plan. After a long period of time, all speck-
led and spotted animals will belong to Jacob. Laban then
sets out to cheat his son-in-law and decrease the size of
the herd he will acquire by removing all the speckled and
spotted animals from his flock. Then he puts significant
distance between himself and Jacob’s flocks so that there
can be no chance of interbreeding.

30:37-43 One of the culture’s beliefs was that showing
something to animals mating would affect the offspring.
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30:37 Mver 38,
4 )
30:38'Sver37

not allowed him to harm me.¢ 8If he said,
‘The speckled ones will be your wages,’

wood of the branches." 38Then he placed
the peeled branches' in all the watering

troughs,i so that they would be directly in JEx 2:16 then all the flocks gave birth to speckled
front of the flocks when they came to drink. | o yes: young; and if he said, ‘The streaked ones
When the flocks were in heatk and came to %05:39 vers1 | will be your wages, f then all the flocks bore
drink, 39they mated in front of the branch- | ,5,/& 3 streaked young. 950 God has taken away
es.! And they bore young that were streaked | "Sver32 your father’s livestock9 and has given them
or speckled or spotted.™ 40Jacob set apart | 5o 357"“‘38 to rn“e.h ‘
the young of the flock by themselves, but | 30:42 9Ge 311, 10“In breeding season I once had a
made the rest face the streaked and dark- | 21643 dream' in which I looked up and saw that
. 30143 . .
colored animals" that belonged to Laban. | rs Ge12:16 the male goats mating with the flock were
Thus he made separate flocks for himself 3;"6‘6 G;O%gfi‘ streaked, speckled or spotted. "The angel
and did not put them with Laban’s animals. | 32 uvers of God' said to me in tlhe dream,* Jacob.’I
3 31:3Vver13; ‘ Jh2 id. ¢
4“1Whenever the stronger females were in| 2% 32‘:/9; answered, ‘HereIam.'12And he said, quk
heat,° Jacob would place the branches in | pt30s; up and see that all the male goats mating
the troughs in front of the animals so they | lsa10:23510; | with the flock are streaked, speckled or
would mate near the branches,P 42but if df;é‘;i;f;i;‘z tS)DOttfld,f“ forl haV$1 1s§en all l:heét Iaabfag h;s
the animals were weak, he would not place | S26:3 een doing to you. am the God of Beth-
them there. So the weak animals weI:lt t0 | Bocasi24% | el,2where sgfouznomted apillarP and where
Laban and the strong ones to Jacob.d 43In | Da2:23 vver2 | youmade a vowdto me. Now leave thisland
this way the man grew exceedingly pros- gszgg 222 | at once and go back to your native land.””
perous and came to own large flocks, and | 31:6 2Ge 30:29 14Then Rachel and Leah replied, “Do we
female and male servants, and camels and f\‘nf ;,LS"" 62 | still have any shares in the inheritance of
donkeys.’ <5 Ge 20:15 our father’s estate? 15Does he not regard
L‘Le]flfg‘ziz. us as foreigners?t Not only has he sold us,
Jacob Flees From Laban Job19:3 but he has used up what was paid for us.!
ever 52; 16Surely all the wealth that God took away

3 Jacob heard that Laban’s sons® were | ;\*3 150
saying, “Jacob has taken everything | 3:s
our father owned and has gained all this | 'S 630332

from our father belongs to us and our chil-

dren.' So do whatever God has told you.”
31:9 9Job 39:2;

wealth from what belonged to our fa- | eze3m6 7Then Jacob put his children and his
ther.”t 2And Jacob noticed that Laban’s | "SGe3o42 | wives¥ on camels,” 18and he drove all his
. . . 3110 i i H
attitude toward him was not what it had | is ge 20:3 livestock ahead of him, along with all the
been.! sunisGet7 | goods he had accumulatedY in Paddan
§ . ks Ge 20: : :
3Then the LORD said to Jacob, “Go back" | 15 s Aram,? to go tt? his father Isaac? in the
to the land of your fathers and to your rel- 51F1>; 34 land of Canaan. .
atives, and I will be with you.”¥ " e 30132 ‘9W13en Laban had gone to shear his
4So Jacob sent word to Rachel and Leah | "Ex37 sheep,¢ Rachel stole her father’s house-
to come out to the fields where his flocks | 3.2,.. . | hold gods.d 2°M01‘e:)ve1‘, Jacob deceived®
were. 5He said to them, “I see that your fa- | s Ge 2818 Laban the Aramean' by not telling him he
ther’s* attitude toward me is not what it | gy s >0 |~ & That e Northwest Mesonotami
was before,’ but the God of my father has | 3145253 20:; atis, Torthwest Mesopotamia
: 76 , 1Ki 12116
beenwith me. Y.Ol.l know that I've worked 31:15 tDt 15:3; 31:16 VS Ge 30:42  31:17 WS Ge 27:41 XS Ge 24:63-64
for your father with all my strength,? 7yet | 23:20; Ru2:10; | 31:18¥S Ge 12:5 25 Ge 25:20 2Ge 35:27 S g;e 10:19
b B 252 15:19; 31:19 €Ge 38:12,13; 152 25:2, 4,7; 2Sa 13:23 Yver 30, 32, 34-35;
your father has C_heat%d me bY Changlng 1Ki 8:41; 0b 11 | Ge 35:2; Jos 24:14; Jdg 17:5; 18:14,17, 24, 30; 15a 7:3; 19:13;
my wages*® ten times.? However, God has | usGe29:20 | 2Ki23:24; Hos 3:4  31:20 °S Ge 27:36 S Ge 25:20
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So if the female animal saw mottled branches while mating,
her lambs would be speckled. In this story, Jacob outwits
Laban using visual cues for his animals. But later he sees it
not as genetic manipulation but as divine providence and
therefore a miracle (31:10-13). Over the course of about six
years, Jacob becomes extremely wealthy.

31:1-16 Jacob realizes he is no longer on good terms with
Laban, and God tells him to return home. This is the first
time that God has explicitly spoken to Jacob while Jacob
is in Mesopotamia. His exile is over. But before leaving,
he seeks his wives’ approval. In order to garner their ap-
proval, he mentions that their father has cheated him
by changing his wages “ten times” (v. 7). The number is
not to be taken literally but simply stresses numerous
occasions of deceit. Jacob recounts further that the angel

of the Lord intervened to multiply his flock. He calls this
angel the “God of Bethel” (v. 13); this is the only time God
is so named, and this identification calls Jacob back to
his roots and the divine revelation he experienced at
Bethel (ch. 28). Jacob can rest assured that God is going
to return him to his homeland. Rachel and Leah concur
with Jacob’s assessment and even add to his complaint
by saying that their father has essentially treated them
as strangers and has “used up what was paid for us”
(31:15)—the bride price.

31:17-21 Jacob flees for his homeland with his family and
possessions. He departs unannounced and essentially
sneaks away. Rachel adds insult to injury by stealing her
father’s household gods. These idols were protective per-
sonal deities that Laban kept in a household shrine.
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was running away.9 21So he fled" with all Jr20 ver 27 After he came out of Leah’s tent, he entered
he had, crossed the Euphrates River,' and éx' 2;15‘;'f4;5;’ Rachel’s tent. 3Now Rachel had taken the
headed for the hill country of Gilead.) 1Ki 18:46; household gods™and put them inside her
19:3; Jer 26:21 y n d P h
i Ge 214 camel’s saddle" and was sitting on them.
Laban Pursues Jacob ver 23,25; Laban searched® through everything in the
22 grﬁ t(tilgtlcllilrg dalzf_k Lat?an xivag tOIg tt_lat'; N | tent buthfolun(:1 notﬁlin;g. . )
Jacob had fled.! 23Taking his relatives™ with | 32:1; bt 3:10; 35Rachel said to her father, “Don’t be an-
him", he pursued Jacob for seven days and | 2% gry, my lord, that I cannot stand up in your
caught up with him in the hill country of a2 presence;P I'm having my period.?” So he
Gileac:).? 24T(111en GOdt cqrr;et to Iaabqg ;chtlel Ara(-] o e 3036 seegclrled but could not find the household
meanPinadream at night and said to him,9 | 3:23mver37 | gods.
“Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, | o£X 4% 36Jacob was angry and took Laban to
either good or bad.”” 32 task. “What is my crime?” he asked Laban.
2sJacob had pitched his tent in the hill tsces20 | “How have I wrongeds you that you hunt
country of Gileads when Laban overtook | rs Ge 24:50 me down?t37Now that you have searched
him, and Laban and his relatives camped ;};gss ver2t | through all my goods, what have you found
Ehere too. 26Then Laban sa’1d to Ja;ob, s Ge 12 that belongs to your household?! Put it
What have you dor}e?t You've deceived V(SEGG;ZZ;G here in front of your relatives' and mine,
me," and you've carried off my daughters | 1sa3zo:2-3 and let them judge between the two of us.¥
like captives in war." 2Why did you run off | e 38“ have been with you for twenty years
secretly and deceive me? Why didn’t you | ydg n:34; now.* Your sheep and goats have not mis-
\U i i 15a10:5; H
tell me," so I could send you &}W&YWltxh joy | 2o carried,” nor have I eaten rams from your
and singing to the music of timbrels* and | ps ¢s:25; flocks. 391 did not bring you animals torn
harps?Y 28You didn’t even let me kiss my | !s224:8; by wild beasts; I bore the loss myself. And
. 7 | Jer3na 4
grandchildren and my daughters goodbye.? | s Ge 4:zn you demanded payment from me for what-
You have done a foolish thing. 29T have the | 3:28verss; | eyer was stolen? by day or night.2 40This
. S Ge 27:27; . A §
power to harm you;? but last night the God | py1.14; was my situation: The heat consumed me
b sai ‘ Ac 2037 i ; ;
of your fath;r said to mbe, Beil carefuldnot 3529 Fvery: |10 the daytime and the cbold at nlg_ht, an_d
’:)o (siazfsa:’rll\?t ing t(;1 Jacob, eit ?fr goo or s 56926;29 sleep fled from my eyes.b 411t was like this
J vers c i -
a . :W you have gonfe <t)1 ! %cause <5 Co 250 for the twenty years¢ I was in your house
youlonged to retqrn toyour father’s ous"e- 3130 hold. I worked for you fourteen years for
hold.d But why did you steal‘z my gOdS?f. j‘ gbG;;ZSHS? your two daughters? and six years for your
31Jacob answered Laban, “I was afraid, | cge ;s flocks,® and you changed my wagesf ten
because I thought you would take your | 'sveriy times.9 42If the God of my father," the God
daughters away from me by force.9 32But | J<¢. 0, | of Abraham' and the Fear of Isaac,  had not
ifyou find anyone who has your gods, that ji321Ge 4y | been with me,Xyouwould surely have sent
person shall not live." In the presence of | /372, ¢, | me away empty-handed. But God has seen
our relat}ves, see foryourself yvhether ther'e :‘Vsef;w:l my hardship and the toil of my hands,'and
is ailyl;(hl‘?g I(\)If yo;ns lllaeé?dwmi 1r(ne; ariﬁ li s34 msvertg | 1ast night he rebuked you.™”
;0' 1? lehl d O;V 3;0 (11 1i'10 now tha 62 oGsezrt.376|3 Alev15:19-23 'ver19 31:36 5152 19:5; 20:32 t1Sa 23:23;
achel had stolen t € gods. Ge 44:12 24:1 3137 Uver 33 Vver 23 WDL 1:16; 16118 31:38 XS Ge 27:44
3350 Laban went into Jacob’s tent and | 31:35PEx20:12; yzGe 30:27 31:33;Ge 30:33 ZEX 22113 53240 °ps }352:64;
. ) : . . . 2Co 11:27  31:41 ¢S Ge 27:44 9Ge 29:30 ¢S Ge 30:32 e 29:15
into Leah’s tent/ and into the tent of the two [L)i"zﬁg i; 16 | 9Sver7 3u42Svers; S Ex3151S Ge 2412 ver 53; Ge 4611
female servants,X but he found nothing.'| Jer3ss kS Ge 21:22; Ps 124:1-2 'S Ge 3:17 ™S Ge 24:50
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31:22-34 When Laban hears about Jacob’s flight, he pursues
him and overtakes him after seven days. Before he does,
however, God intervenes in a dream and forbids Laban from
harming his son-in-law. God thus fulfills his part of Jacob’s
vow (28:20-22). Laban's exaggerated lament to Jacob that
he didn’t have the chance to send away his family with a
great celebration reveals again his deceitful character. By
now his only concern is to have his stolen gods returned.
Jacob’s promise that the thief will receive the death sen-
tence demonstrates that he is ignorant of Rachel’s guilt.

31:35-55 Jacob and Laban are finally reconciled, and the
reconciliation is confirmed by a covenant ritual, complete
with oath, sacrifice, and meal. Before that happens, Laban
is mocked in his search for his gods. When he encounters
Rachel, she tells him she is menstruating and thus unable to
move from her seat on the container that is hiding the gods.

Because she is bleeding, which ancients associated with loss
of life, she would ritually defile anything she touched. Under
this logic, she was actually defiling Laban’s idols. Jacob’s
harsh exchange with his father-in-law following Laban’s
futile search is a litany of Jacob being cheated and exploited
for 20 years (cf. v. 7). Nonetheless he realizes that God has
been faithful to the vow Jacob made with him while in Beth-
el (28:20). Twice Jacob calls God “the Fear of Isaac” (31:42,53),
the only time such a title for God occurs in the Bible. The
names of the stones used in the covenant between Laban
and Jacob (“Jegar Sahadutha” and “Galeed”; v. 47) refer to
the same heap of stones in Aramaic and Canaanite. These
stones now provide a boundary and nonaggression treaty
between Jacob and Laban. The place name Mizpah suggests
that God will be a witness to Jacob’s actions should he hurt
Laban’s daughters.
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43Laban answered Jacob, “The women 31612330'32 " Jacob Prepares to Meet Esau
are my daughters, the children are my chil- | .., =" dJacob also went on his way, and the
drer‘1, an'd the flocks are my flocks." Allyou :g gg ;:;7) angels of God® met him. 2When Ja-
see is mine. Yet what'can Ido today abogt s cob saw them, he said, “This is the camp
these daughters of mine, or about the chil- | as Ge2818 | of God!”P So he named that place Maha-
dren they have borne? 44Come now, let’s ;:22 ver4s, | Laim.ea
make a covenant,®you an'fl I,and letitserve 31';47 . 3Jacob sent messengers' ahead of him
s witness between us.”? ) i3 « | tohisbrother Esaus in the land of Seir,! the
S0 quc(:)b took a stone and setit Up as |usgesr30; | country of Edom.t 4He instructed them:
apillar.14sHe Ssalc;to his ll;elatlves, gat.tlleé o 2nuses | “This is what you are to say to my lord" Esau:
some stones. Ort eytookstonesandpiled | i, © °" o0 | «your servant™ Jacob says,  have been stay-
them in aheap,’ and they ate there by the | ;50 wGe1:6 ing with Laban* and have remained there
47 i XDt 31:19; R
heap. Labalrll ca'lledllt Jeggr Sahadutha, Jos 24:27; till now. *I have cattle and donkeys, sheep
angii;(;?lcszicf‘iill}h?;;ez%t is a witness be- f;‘f]‘z‘f;?? and goats, male and female servants.y Now
tween you an d’ me today.” That is why it | 2% 23,42, | lamsending this message to my lord,? that
: .| Jobi6uy; I may find favor in your eyes.?’”
was called Galeed. 491t was also called Miz- | Jer 29:23; sWhen the messengers returned to Ja
bv id « 42:5; Mic1:2 -
pah,?Vbecause he said, “May the LORD keep /Scezi30; | cob, they said, “We went to your brother
watch between you and me when we are | s pt 4:26; Esau. and now he is coming to meet vou
away from each other. 91f you mistreat™ ;Jselr ! s1 1 46 | and four hun‘(llvred men are Erith him, }; ’
. . M ver .
my daughters or if you take any wives be- | a5 e 2518 7In ereat feart and distressd Jacob divid-
sides my daughters, even though no one is sz od thegpeople e erle i int01¥ .
: s s X e 21:30 WNow w1 Wi
with us, remember that God is a witness* | ;¢ © W roups./* and the flocks and herds and cam-
between you and me.”Y asver7; groups, !
s1Laban also said to Jacob, “Here is this | S G¢ 2629 elsaswell. 8He thought, “If Esau comes and
heap,? and here is this pillar? I have set | e ce una | Attacksone group,f the groupd that is left
up between you and me. 52This heap is a | /S Gen:27 may escape.”
witness, and this pillar is a witness,’ that | ng cens, ,, | LDen Jacob prayed, “O God of my fa-
I will not go past this heap to your side to | isvers2 ther Abraham,f God of my father Isaac,9
harm you and that you will not go past this | 75" 156(125311 LORD, you who said to me, ‘Go back to your
heap¢ and pillar to my side to harm me.9 | ksgess30 | COUNtry and your relatives, and I will make
53May the God of Abraham® and the God ?;usf 'sver2s; | you prosper,’n 101 am unworthy of all the
of Nahor,' the God of their father, judge | ms co w60, | ——————
between us.”9 S Ex 39:43 a 47 The Aramaic Jegar Sahadutha and the
SoJacob took an oath" in the name of the | . 3%:5%, f:grizzgzxﬁ;‘sz‘uﬁ?;g‘fgess hear-
3 i54 o R e g
F.e iflr (J?f his f%ther IS%aC' He Oﬁere.d a _sac lzé(,; 21116517' Hebrew texts this verse (31:55) is numbered 32:1.
rlflce thgre in the hill country and invited | .- Sa73s:s; | 41n Hebrew texts 32:1-32 is numbered 32:2:33.
his relatives to a meal.k After they had eat- | gri: D262 | ©2 Mahanaim means two camps. /7 Or camps
en, they spent the night there. ng:ZG o 98 Or camp
o . . :
. Early th? next morn}ng Laban kissed 9J0513:26,30; | 32:3 'Nu 21:21; Jdg 11:17 5S Ge 27:41-42 tS Ge 14:6; S Nu 24:18
his grandchildren and his daughters' and | 21:38; 25228, | u5 Ge 25:30; $36:16 3214 ¥S Ge 24:9 %S Ge 18:3 X Ge 31:41
m 29, 17:24;19:32; | 32:5YS Ge 12:16 2S Ge 24:9 2 Ge 33:8,10,15; 34:11; 47:25,29; 50:4;
blessed™ them. Then he left and returned 1Ki 2:8; 4:14; Ru2:13 32:6°Ge 331 32:7 Sver 119Ge 35:3; Ps 4:1; 77:2; 107:6
home.c" 1Ch 6:80 ever10; Ge 331 32:9 1S Ge 24:12 95 Ge 28:13 'S Ge 26:3; 31:13

32:1-6 Angels are key to this section. The Hebrew word
translated “angels” in verse 1is also used for the “messen-
gers” Jacob sends out to meet his brother, Esau (v. 3). So
as God sends his angels to announce his coming to Jacob,
Jacob sends his messengers to announce his coming to
his brother Esau. The last time Jacob saw angels was on
his departure from Canaan (28:10-12); now he sees what
is likely “two camps” of them as he enters Canaan. Jacob
names the place where he meets the angels Mahanaim
(“two camps”), which probably refers to the two camps of
angels. These are the only two places in the Old Testament
where the phrase “angels of God” appears (28:12; 32:1). This
is surely the land where heaven meets earth, and the angels’
appearance is an announcement of another divine appear-
ance. There is no longer one group of angels ascending the
ladder to heaven and another descending; they are both
now on earth, signaling a momentous event.

The word “camp” becomes a theme of the passage as

Jacob describes his own family this way (32:10) and seeks to
pacify his brother with a “gift"—a word that sounds similar
to “camp” in Hebrew (vv. 13,18,20,21). Esau was living in
the land of Seir, a region southeast of the Dead Sea, in a
mountainous desert area. The news that he is bringing 400
men with him bodes ill for Jacob.
32:7-12 Jacob is afraid and distressed. The last time we
saw such fearin the story was when Isaac heard that Jacob
had stolen his brother’s blessing (27:33). Jacob divides his
family and strategizes how to minimize the damage that his
brother could inflict. He divides his family into two camps,
an echo of the two camps of angels. His prayer is an example
of a lament in which a petitioner pleads for help in a dire
crisis. Here Jacob is in a desperate situation and appeals
to God'’s earlier promises.
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kindness and faithfulness'you have shown 35220 ) Jacob Wrestles With God
your servant. I had only my staffl when I | ice g1, 22That night Jacob got up and took his
crossed this Jordan, but now Ihave become | 473% Nu17:2 | two wives, his two female servants and his
kSver7 ’
;WO ClcalanS-';)“iE;lVe gle, prra;f, fl‘OIIf'l t?(; s2nisver7 | eleven sonsP and crossed the ford of the
and of my brother Esau, for I am afraid' | mce 43:18; €23
he will corrslre and attack me,™ and also the | 75592 Janbole” BAlter he had sen them across
. . L nS Ge 27:41 the stream, he sent over all his posses-
mothers with their children.” 12But you | 32:12 sions.d 24S0 Jacob was left alone,® and a
have said, ‘I will surely make you prosper | ;¢02*5% | manf wrestled with him till daybreak.
and will make your descendants like the 2513§1e4 122 25When the man saw that he could not
sand® of the sea, which cannot be count- | 7770 overpower him, he touched the socket of
ed.? . Ro 92l iy | J2COD’s hipd so that his hip was wrenched
1>He spent the night there, and from | 0 ™5 | 35 he wrestled with the man. 26Then the
what he had with him he selected a gift9| ;Ge3310; | man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.”
for his brother Esau: “two hundred fe- | 4311525, But Jacob replied, “I will 1
26+ 152 16:20; ut Jacob replied, “I will not let you go
male goats and twenty male goats, tWo | prisz; 2114 | unless you bless me.”?
hundred ewes and twenty rams," 15thirty sz NS 27The man asked him, “What is your
female camels with their young, forty cows fs'Gse 32 name?”
and ten bulls, and twenty female donkeys | 42:26; 45:23 “Jacob,” he answered.
and ten male donkeys. 16He put them in | 52" | 2s7hen the man said, “Your nameiwill no
the care of his servants, each herd by itself, | us Ge1s:3 k
and said to his servants, “Go aheadyof me, | SV’ longer be Jacob, but Israel, " because you
dk b ,t the herd wy | 3220 have struggled with God and with humans
and keep some space between the herds.”t | ¥s Ge1s:3 n|
"7He instructed the one in the lead: | 7" ang’l;:‘c,gsvgfgmfflease tell me your
“When my brother Esau meets you and | 2«is:s; name.”m
asks, ‘Who do you belong to, and where |} But he replied, “Why do you ask my
are you going, and who owns all these an- | zGe 33:10; name?”" Then he l’)lessedO him there.
. . y Ex 28:38; .
}H;lals 1];1 flront ofyou?"18then you ar]e;to ISIaY, Levramalts | 30S0 Jacob called the place Peniel,? say-
;ezyg'?t‘?gegr::tsc’)o;r sli)r;g‘gza"]a;‘;ld Fflee}s’ szaisver | ing, “It is because I saw God face to face,?
1 y u, 15155 Ge s0: and yet my life was spared.”
cogling blcehir}d us.” 4 4 BQ‘:%;%«: 31¥he s:n rose ab(?ve him as he passed
thi é{e ?15(1)1 gllsu;lﬁte tge fselfon (’lihe Josizz | Peniel,“dand he was limping because of his
hel:ds?I‘}Yoau areet?) s:rst‘lfe (s)ar(;leogl?n t(e) %% o | hip.3?Therefore to this day the Israelites do
: V1 >0 g 32:24epat0:s | DOt eat the tendon attached to the socket of
Esau when you meet him. 20And be sure | i5ge1g:

to say, ‘Your servant¥ Jacob is coming be-

32:25 9ver 32

the hip," because the socket of Jacob’s hip
was touched near the tendon.

hind us.’” For he thought, “Iwill pacify him | e ..,
. . X . . . —

with these gifts* I am sending on ah'ead,y e 2526 @28 Israel probably means he struggles with God.
la'fel’, thn I see hlff,l. Refhaps he will re- | 257756 | 30 Peniel means face of God. ~ ©31 Hebrew
ceive me.”22150 Jacob’s gifts? went on ahead | s56:5; 60:14; Penuel, a variant of Peniel

i H H : 62:2,4,12;
of hlm' but he himself spent the nlght n 65:15 kS Ge 17:5 | 32:29 MEx 3:13; 6:3; Jdg 13:17 "Jdg 13:18 © Ge 25:11; 35:9; 48:3
the camp. IS Ge 30:8 32:30 PS Ge 16:13;1C0 1312 32:319Jdg 8:9  32:32 Tver 25

32:13-21 After praying, Jacob continues to strategize, send-
ing different waves of gifts to Esau. He takes care to ensure
Esau understands these gifts are from his brother Jacob.
Jacob’s intentions are clear: “I will pacify him with these
gifts” (v. 20). By sending these gifts ahead to Esau, Jacob
seeks to atone for cheating his brother.

32:22-29 Jacob has a divine encounter. He wrestles with a
man during the night until the break of day. Jacob at first
thinks his opponent is a mere human; later he finds out
the truth (v. 30). The Hebrew word for “wrestle” sounds like
“Jacob,” as does the name for the river, the Jabbok. Thus,
the location, the main actor, and his action all combine
to show the momentous nature of what is taking place.
During the fight, the assailant cripples Jacob with a blow
to his thigh. Crippled in pain, Jacob becomes aware he is
fighting with a supernatural opponent, and he holds on,
desperately seeking a blessing. He can not simply steal it
as he had from his brother. But he cannot get the blessing
until he tells his assailant his name. This recalls the earlier
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encounter when he deceived his father by saying that his
name was Esau. Now he must admit his identity as Jacob,
a deceiver, to get the blessing from God, whom he cannot
fool. By admitting his true name, Jacob may have thought
he would be destroyed, but he is in fact blessed. He gets a
new name, Israel, which God defines as the one who strug-
gles with God and wins. But how does anyone win a fight
with God? Brokenness leads to blessing. Not content to be
blessed, Jacob wants to know the true identity of his divine
opponent. That will have to wait for another era (Ex 3:15).

32:30-32 Jacob leaves in the morning, naming this loca-
tion “Peniel,” which means “face of God.” Israel, formerly
Jacob, renames the site from Jabbok to Peniel because he
has emerged alive from an encounter with God. Clearly he
did not see God face to face in a literal way, but he had a
powerful personal encounter. As Jacob struggled in and
outside the womb with his brother and others, he has a
similar struggle with God in the womb of the Jabbok when
he returns to Canaan, and he is born again there as Israel. A
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Jacob Meets Esau & ;535.67 326 | must care for the ewes and cows that are
Jacob looked up and there was | 3z2vvers | DUrsing their young.! If they are driven
Esau, coming with his four hun- 3;23 3024 hard just one day, all the animals will die.
dred men;s so he divided the children | 7scen3 | '“Soletmylord go on ahead of his servant,
among Leah, Rachel and the two female | 3771042 | while I move along slowly at the pace of
servants.! 2He put the female servants | ;g2 1sa20:4 | the flocks and herds! before me and the
and their children" in front, Leah and her | 20510 | pace of the children, until I come to my
children next, and Rachel and Joseph" in | ¥5Ge 27:41-42 | l0rd in Seir.””
the rear. 3He himself went on ahead and | ;3 Se 2o 15Esau said, “Then let me leave some of
K152, . ”
bowed down to the ground¥ seven times* | a5 e 27:27 my men with you.
as he approached his brother. o ;§9_Ge 83 “Butwhy do that?” Jacob asked. “Just let
4But EsauY ran to meet Jacob and em- | ps 27:3; me find favor in the eyes of my lord_."W
braced him; he threw his arms around his '3533 68;15@2 1650 thflt day Esau started on his way
neckand kissed him.z And theywept.25Then | ds yer3 back to Seir.x 17Jacob,. however, went 'Eo Suk-
Esau looked up and saw thewomen and chil- | 337°verz | koth,Y where he built a place for himself
dren. “Who are these with you?” he asked. | s¢ o 2024 and made shelters for his livestock. That
Jacob answered, “They are the children | %% “GGe 32:14- | is why the place is called Sukkoth.®
God has graciously given your servant.b” |y o+ 18 After Jacob came from Paddan Aram,b?
6Then the female servants and their chil- | 33:9 vert; he arrived safely at the city of Shechem?
dren¢approached and bowed down.d 7Next, ;?1%13'6 in Canaan and camped within sight of the
Leah and her children® came and bowed | “S Ge30:27; city. 19For a hundred pieces of silver,¢ he
down.f Last of all came Joseph and Rachel,9 | igaes,,; | bought from the sons of Hamor," the father
and they too bowed down. mS Ge16:13 of Shechem,¢ the plot of groundd where he
8Esau asked, “What’s the meaning of all 335:1?9 3220 | pitched his tent.¢ 20There he set up an altar'
these flocks and herds I met?”h °15a 25:27; and called it E1 Elohe Israel.4
“To find favor in your eyes, my lord,” he | 3205y, _ )
said. qS?/egrOQ ’ Dinah and the Shechemites
9But Esau said, “Ialready have plenty, my | €192, ¢ 3 4 Now Dinah,9 the daughter Leah had
brother. Keep what you have for yourself.” | tisa so:m; borne to Jacob, went out to visit the
10“No, please!” said Jacob. “If I have found | 351", ... | Wwomen of the land. 2When Shechem" son
favor in your eyes,* accept this gift' from me. | S Ge 14:6 of Hamor' the Hivite, the ruler of that
For to see your face is like seeing the face of | 5¢,5,; | area, saw her, he took her and raped her.k
God,™now that you have received me favor- | 33:16 _—
ably." 1Please accept the present® that was ;gg‘? 14:6 a17 Sukkoth means shelters. 18 That is,
brought to you, for God has been gracious | Jos 13:27; Northwest Mesopotamia <19 Hebrew hundred
tomeP and I have all I need.”d And because Jdg 8:5,6,8, kesitahs; a ke§1tah was a unit of money of
i ] ©o 14-16;1Ki 7:46; | unknown weight and value. 920 El Elohe
Jacob insisted,” Esau accepted it. 2Ch417; | Isyael can mean El is the God of Israel or mighty is
12Then Esau said, “Let us be on our way; | 22957 | tne God of Israel.
I'll accompany you.” 25 Ge 25:20 )
. . « as Ge 12:6 Ac 7:16 €Ge 34:2; Jos 24:32 4Ge 34:10,16, 21; 47:27; Jn 45
But Jaco.b said to hlm’ MY lord* knows 33119 PGe 34:2; | €S Ge12:8 33:20 TS Ge 4:26; S 8:20  34:19S Ge 30:21
that the children are tender and that I | jdgo:2s; 34:21S Ge 33:19 1S Ge 33:191S Ge 10:17 KDt 21:14; 252 13:14

later editor adds that this story explains a current Israelite
eating practice. Israelites do not eat the tendon attached
to the hip because that is where the father of Israel was
crippled in his struggle with God. Christians now eat bread
and drink wine because of a being greater than Jacob whose
body was broken and whose blood was shed for human sin.
33:1-16 Jacob is no longer a coward driven by fear. Now he
puts himself in front of his family and humbly approaches
his brother. Jacob meets Esau face to face as he had met
God face to face. Any hostility that Esau may have harbored
has vanished as both brothers embrace each other weeping.
The events of the previous night have changed everything.
In fact, the narrative contains an echo of the evening before
when Jacob saw God'’s face. Now he sees the same God in
his brother’s face (v. 10). Later, the apostle John will declare
that it is impossible to love God, whom we cannot see,
while hating a brother or sister, whom we can see (1Jn 4:20).
33:17-20 Jacob had told Esau that he would come to him
laterin Seir (v. 14), but he goes to Sukkoth instead. It seems

that Jacob had no intention of going to Seir, which was
located southeast of Canaan below the Dead Sea. Perhaps
he still distrusts Esau, or perhaps he thinks he will journey
there later. Sukkoth is on the east side of the Jordan, and
here Jacob seems to build a permanent dwelling, as well
as shelters for his livestock, which accounts for the place
name. He moves from there to Shechem, following in his
grandfather Abraham's footsteps (12:6). Like his grandfather,
Jacob is a semi-nomad; he looks for pasture for his sheep
and settles near a town for a while, where he can engage
with the townspeople. Here in Shechem Jacob purchases
land—the second instance of a patriarch purchasing land
(cf. Ge 23). Here is the first time God is identified with Israel
in a title: El Elohe Israel (33:20). To this God, Jacob (like
Abraham) builds an altar.

34:1-5 This chapter of the Jacob story details Abraham’s
descendants’ first major clash with Canaanite people. It
results in the rape of Dinah, the destruction of the men of
Shechem, and the assimilation of the Shechemite women
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3His heart was drawn to Dinah' daughter 343 'ver26 | males.i16Then we will give you our daugh-
of Jacob;™ he loved" the young woman | ng 22124:67 ters and take your daughters for ourselves.)
and spoke tenderly® to her. “And Shechem | °Geso:2i; We'll settleamong you and become one peo-
said to his father Hamor, “Get me this girl | 52} “%2 | ple with you.k 7But if you will not agree to
as my wife.”P PS Ge 21:21 be circumcised, we’ll take our sister and go.”
5When Jacob heard that his daughter Di- i;*%‘;"g 22;1 18Their proposal seemed good to Hamor
nah had been defiled,9 his sons were in the | 40:4; 0t 27:20; | and his son Shechem. 19The young man,
fields with his livestock; so he did nothing 32% 1thsr | who was the most honored! of all his fa-
about it until they came home. rﬂdg 1425 ther’s family, lost no time in doing what
6Then Shechem’s father Hamor went | 32751052 | they said, because he was delighted with
out to talk with Jacob." ’Meanwhile, Jacob’s ngg%:w: Jacob’s daughter.™ 20So Hamor and his son
sons had come in from the fields as soon as | 2sa12:5;13:21; | Shechem went to the gate of their city" to
they heard what had happened. They were | 3.7 *¢34 | speak to the men of their city. 21“These
shockeds and furious,! because Shechem | Jdg19:23; men are friendly toward us,” they said. “Let
had done an outrageous thing in@ Israel" | 39%2%2%% | them live in our land and trade in it;° the
by sleeping with Jacob’s daughter — a thing | vs ce 20:0 land has plenty of room for them. We can
v 34:8 marry their daughters and they can marr
thit Showldnotbe cone. . nseezn | ZZZB tthe fnen illa eesico live 'tlz
But Hamor said to them, “My son She- | pt 1 urs. u willagr lIvewl
chem has his heart set on your daughter. | 34:9*verts, | usas one people only on the condition that
Please give her to him as his wife.” 9Inter- | i 5o | our males be circumcised,? as they them-
marry with us; give us your daughters and | 3410 ver23; selves are. 22Won't tpeir livestgck, their
take our daughters for yourselves.* 10You Sroouan6 | property and all their other animals be-
can settle among us;! the land is open to | 2Ge42:34 come ours?' So let us agree to their terms,
you.? Live in it, trade? in it,> and acquire | 35319 and they will settle among us.* )
property in it.b” i 206 2upll the men who went out of the city
1Then Shechem said to Dinah’s father | “Ex2216; gatet agreed with Hamor and his son She-
and brothers, “Let me find favor in your | ws uae chem, aféd every male in the city was cir-
eyes,‘and Iwill give you whatever you ask. | 3413 ¢Svers | cumcised. )
12Make the price for the brided and the gift oearse 25Three detys later, while all of them were
I am to bring as great as you like, and I'll oGe 7 Smcllm pain, two I;)’f J;lmbhs sons, Sll:m’ilor}
pay whateveryou ask me. Only give me the 15,‘?3‘1‘:’2' and Levi," Dinah’s brothers, took their
young woman as my wife.” Isa 521 syvords.x fmd attacked the unsuspecting
13Because their sister Dinah had been de- | 745 "1sam2 | City,’ Killing every male.” 26They put Ha-
filed,e Jacob’s sons replied deceitfullyf as | xi2s8 mor and his son Shechem to the sword?and
they spoke to Shechem and his father Ha- | 3416 isverg | took Dinah® from Shechem’s house and left.
mor. 4They said to them, “We can’t do Such | 5,.s s a0:5: —
a thing; we can’t give our sister to a man 10.1 1:21Mver 3 '.17 Or against 210 Or move about freely; also
who is not circumcised.9 That would be a | 3¢ o g, | 2 VETSE2!
disgrace to us. 1"We will enter into an agree- | 34:21 34:23Tver 28; S Ge 12:16 SSver10  34:24 1S Ge 1811
ment with you on one condition" only: that 5 Ge33:19 34:254J0s 5:8 VS Ge 29:33 WS Ge 29:34 *Ge 49:5; Mal 2:16
. . .. : PSver9 YJdg 18:7,10,27; Eze 38:112Ge 49:7 3426 3S ver 7; Ge 48:22
you become like us by circumcising all your | 34:2295ver1s | byer3

and children into the family of Jacob, now Israel. Shechem
rapes Dinah when she goes to visit some of the women
of the area. With this note, the writer is giving an insight
about the local Canaanite population. Shechem follows in
the sins of the Canaanites’ ancestor (9:25). After he rapes
Dinah, Shechem desires to marry her; this differs from a rape
account laterin the biblical narrative, after which the rapist
abuses his victim further (2Sa 13). When Jacob hears what
has happened, he keeps quiet, perhaps not willing to starta
feud with the Canaanites. Jacob’s passive behavior—in spite
of the great injustice committed against his daughter—
leads to his sons taking revenge; later, David’s lack of action
in dealing with his daughter’s rape will also lead to his son
taking revenge for the act (2Sa 13).

34:6-12 Shechem'’s father reacts to his son’s action by es-
sentially legalizing the union through marriage, without
any thought of rebuking his son. When Jacob’s sons find
out, they are “shocked and furious” (v. 7). This is the same
verb form that the author used previously to describe God’s
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reaction to the evil of human beings before the flood. The
term is translated “deeply troubled” (6:6) there. The solution
the Canaanites proposed to Jacob’s family included not
only a large bride price but also assimilation to the local
population, with all its advantages. Such assimilation to
the Canaanite standard of morality threatened to compro-
mise God’s promise that Israel would become a blessing
to the nations.

34:13-24 Jacob appears to take a passive role as his sons
reply deceitfully to the Shechemites to avenge the family’s
honor. They plot to accept Hamor and his son’s request
only if all his men are circumcised. Thus, they plan to use a
religious symbol as a tool for revenge. Hamor and Shechem
convince their people of the value of being circumcised
because, in their estimation, it will lead to the acquisition
of great wealth.

34:25-31 Crippled with pain after being circumcised, the
men of Shechem are easy victims for Simeon and Levi, who
slaughter them and deliver Dinah (who was evidently being
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